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j A COMPLETE 

L* I F E 

OF OUR BUESSED LORD AND SAVIOUR, 

JESUS CHRIST, 

That great EXAMPLE, as weU as SAVIOUR of MANKIND. 

— COHTAINmO 

A COMPLETE, Authentic, Ample, Accurate, Instructite, Uni- 
versal, and Full ACCOUNT, (freed from Popigh Saperstition and 
otber Errors) of all the Real Facts, relating to the Exemplarv Life, 
Meritorious Sufferings, and Triumphant Deatb of Our 

GLORIOUS REDEEMER. 

TO which is added— 

All authentic History of the Lives, TransacMons, Sufferings, & Deaths, of 

BIS HOLT APOSTLES, EVANGELISTS, DISCIPLES, 
And other eminent Persons and Primitive CHRISTIANS, who first pro- 

pagated the CHRISTIAN RELIGION and laid down their Lives ia 

the GlorioisCanse of JESUS CHRI&T. 

A L S 

A Useful and interesting account of the MESSIAH'S great 
Forerunner JOHN THE BAPTIST ; And likewise the 
Life ©f the Blessed VIRGIN MARY : 

TOGETHER WITH 

A faithful account of the Successors of the APOSTLES, for Three Hun- 
dred Years after the Crucifixion, in the five great Apostolical Churches, 

comprehending 

The whole Doctrine of Christianity, the Evidences fairly stated np« 
on which it is founded, and the manner of its Establishment in dif!er- 
CDt parts of the world.— Including a COMPLETE DEFENCE of 
CH&ISTiANlTY, containing plain and satisfactory answers to all ths 
cbjecHons made against pur Uolv R£*|.Jcii>jN^ oy Jews, Turks, 
Atheists, Deists, 1nfi£^ls, an,d ^RiTE-THlNKcrRYt, of the present 
age, who strive to level maninTd with the brute creation ; whereby the 
Religion of the great REDEEMER of tnankird is proved to be genu* 
ine and truly Divine. 

The Whole interspersed with Practicai ImprovemefUs, and Useful Re- 
marks, familiarly adapted to eve^y capacity, aiiti 'designed to promote 
in every Christian, the necesspry/<rciir£tce of /<nM and Repentance, at 
the only means whereby GOD can be reconciled with Man. 
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J N T R Q D U C T O R Y 



PREFACE 



Tq Christian Readers. 



••(«-*H*3CC^-»»»^ 



IT is a real fact, evident beyond contradiction, that every individ- 
nd flhould acquire a thoroagh knowledsre of the Life and Death of our 
blessed Lord and Saviour JESUS CHRIST, who was cruciiicd for our 
sins, rose again f<o<* oar justification^ and now sittetb at the right hand of 
OOD, making intercessiop for qs. If Christians seek a noble example of 
csonduct to copy after, we would recommend to tliem the glorious and be- 
nevolent transactions of the 

Great Captain of our Salvation ; 

One who being in the form of God, thought it no robbery to be equal 
with God, yet made himself of no reputation, suffering his divine essence 
to be clothed with mortality, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross ; that mankind by the merits of his redemption, 
through faith, might enjoy everlasting happiness throughout eternity in the 
realms above. The Life and Death of our Holy Redeemer, with other 
matters herein contained, is a work, if properly executed, of the utmost 
consequence to this Christuin land, and is the most valuable of all histo* 
lies ; but it is a circumstance which will be readily allowed, by the im* 
partial and disinterested, and which has been long much lamented by ma- 
k ny. that no complete and perfectly authentic work of this kind has yet 
^^ been published, whereby persons of every capacity may gain a thorough 
knowledge of the important subjecL Hitherto, works of this sort have 
been published in too small a compass, which are not so well adapted to 
the importance of so valaable a work. Some of these publications have 
been compiled by perMins whose names, characters, and private sentiments* 
would have done no honour to a work of the kind, and were therefore ush- 
^. ered into the world under the names of ficticious persons who never exist- 
. ed ; so that Christian people have only parted with their money, without 
having their expectations at all answered. To remedy all these defects, 
by which the PUBLIC have been long materially injured, I was applied to 
by numerous friends to publish this Complete LIFG of ova Lord 
AND Saviour JESUS CHRIST, the diligent labour of many years, and 
which, by the blessing of God, 1 have now committed to the press, in 
order that it may be of real benefit and use to pious and sincere Chria- 
tians of every deaomination. I have been particularly urged to lc«a.V.^^V^ 
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PREFACE. 

im|H>rtant sobject tt large in the most copioas and tatiifactory mtiiner 
which I am persuaded, will be approved of by an indalgent public. It ft 
calculated to convey divine knowledge to all ranks of peopky rectify errors 
which too many are apt to run into, represent real religion in its netHvi 
colors, as taught by CHRIST himself, and enable even t^ most igno- 
rant Chrislian to give an account of the faith that is in him when called 
upon on any occasion, f^e saqre^ writings of th^ Evangelists, &c. hav« 
not only been carefully consulted, and the respective accounts systemati- 
cally ari-anged, so as to make this work a complete harmony of the Gos^ 
j9e/j, but profane atit^or^ of undoubted authority^ who were ca tempora- 
ries wHh the Evangelists and ^poilks, hav« nirnished us with a variety 
of useful particulars relating to oyr blessed Saviour, not included in the 
Scripture history." The evidence whicb Josephbs bears td different |>arts of 
our REDEEMER'S LIPE, has also been faithfully preserved, together 
with an account of the Jewish customs y offices^ and sects ; every other wri- 
ter {ancient and modern) on the suluett, has also been diligently pernsed ; 
and no trouble or ^xpence spiared to render this work, In every respect, 
the most complete and perfect of the kind : being happily calculated ta 
convey to the inquisitive mind, a perfect knowledge of our holy religionp 
to promote 9l firm faith in. the merits of our Blessed REDEEMER, 
and to recommend the practice of every Christian virtue. The erono^ 
logical and geographicil parts are likewise minutely attended to, and the 
errors which others have fallen into, are most carefully avoided. In this 
Preface,' 1 shall bnly mention a few things more ; and may they be atten- 
tively considered by all prrMnA oihokh aexes, old and young. Jjctit be 
your care to make ihs evidences of cbristismiiy the subject of youf serioui 
refl3ction and converse, wherein such marks of truih And divinity are to 
be found. The subject of the life of our filessed Rsdreaier, i» of the 
utmost eonse^cnce to every' one, and demands Our most serious regard; 
for, as the great apostle says, Christ hath suffered fdr us, leaving an e«» 
ampie to us, that xoe mi^htfoUom his steps . He declares himself the loay, 
the Triiih, and the Life : He not only redeems our souls from death to 




factory nature to roynumerous readers, and such as will build them up in 
their most holy faith. ' The examples of the Iioly Apostles, Evangelists, 
Disciples, and other eminent persons and primitive Christians (also given 
in this Work") will likewise a£ford great instruction to every reader; and 
the practical improvements ' and doctrinal remarks, ihterspersed through- 
oQt the whole, will be caiHsfully applied to the faith and duty of every fie- 
Hever. 

Paul Wright. 

AMor oftht Christianas BHiiih Family Bible, ^r. 
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JESUS CHRIST, 
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CHAPTER 1. 

ffoHcerning the State of Religion, ^c. in the fVorld in general, and in 
the Roman Empire^ and the Jewish nation in particular^ at the time 
of our Redeemer's birth, including an account of the various sects 
amongst the Jems, and other particulars, by way of IntroduciUm. 

IT is generally acknow1edged,by the moifc lei^rned and jadicicras cbro- 
DologerSy that the Great Ri^deembr was born in the four thousandth 
jrear after the creatioD of the world, and four yean before the voigar era* 
This mistake is stippbsed to have Ariseo from the low state of learning, 
i^ben the birth of Ciirist was first fixed as the epooha from which the 
whole Christian world reckoned their time. This being upwards of fire 
linndred years after the birtb of CiIrist, and there being no auihentic re« 
cord, lo fix the time with exactness and precision, a mistake of four years 
was at first made, and hath been ever since continued. The year in whicb 
the Saviour of the world was born, was the thirty-third of Herod, king 
of the Jews, after his taking Jerusalem ; and the twenty sixth of the em- 
tieror Augustus; after the victory of Actium ; which concluding the contest 
between him and Mark Anthony, put him in possession of tlM whole Ro- ' 
ttian empire. It was now about seven huncfred and fifty years since the 
building of Rome. The Ronuins had carried their victorious arms thro' 
the surrounding nations, and by their justice, clemency, and moderation, 
risen to the highest pitch of glory and renown : but by the pride, luxury, 
and frequent quarrels of their great men, the empire was sinking from its 
ancient greatness ; the commonwealth was at an end ; and the senate 
had been forced to sabmit to a master. Tho' the state made a violenl 
struggle for liberty; in the murder of Julius Caesar, great quarrels succeed- 
ed, and the whole empire was subjected to the auUiority of Augustas.-^ 
This was a prince of a very amiable disposition ; he by his wise m^QAig^ 
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nent, pat an end to all contention, and governed the empire with ineli 
justice, prudence, and moderation, as made liim highly eiteemed by hit 
fnbjects. He not only settled the affairs of the state so as to preserve all 
things qaiet at home, but had the liice success throughout the remoter 
parts of the vast empire : for a general peace prevailed through all the 
world, when our Great Redeemer, the heavenly prince of peace, was bom. 
The Jewish nation was, at this time, groaning under the tyranny of 
Herod the great ; who, though an old man, declining in his health, and 
just bordering on the grave, had so little thought of his latter end, that he 
reigned with such cruelty and tyranny, as justly rendered him the abhor* 
ranee of his subjects. A late writer has stated that the Jews were, at this 
time, grievously oppressed by the Roman power, but as Herod was, for the 
most part, in favour with the emperor Augustus^ and had liberty froni 
him to rule as he pleased, and even, on slight grounds of complaint, 
to put his own sons, Alexander and Christobolus, to death ; it must cer- 
tainly be 'the oppression of Herod, and not of Augustus (who was a 
prince of a contrary character) whom tlie Jews groaned under. Herod 
was a prince of Idumean descent, whose ancestors had been proselytes to 
the Jewish religion. He had no right to regal authority, but was im« 
.posed on the Jews by the Roman power, when there was a contest be- 
tween Hyrcanus and Aristobolqs, two brothers of the Asmonian famijy, for 
the royal dignity. The Romans took the advantage of this, and Herod 
was declared king of the Jews by the senate, and three years after, as- 
sisted by the Roman arms in the taking of Jerusalem ; and from that 
time he reigned over the Jewish_ nation, in sabjection to the Romans, 
about thirty-five years, iferbd" was a piihce of a imariial disposition, but 
as he knew he had no legal right to the crown, ho was guilty of the high- 
est injustice and cruelty to keep possession of that dignity whi^h he had 
by unlawful means obtained ; anc| iiever was at rest till be had procured 
the death of every prince who was related to it. Having thus erected hii 
throne on murder, treachery, and al| kinds of wickedness, his reign was 
s«ch as might be expected from such a beginning. For though he rose 
to great opulence and power ; though he was possessed of all that his am- 
bition aspired to ; yet he was constantly disturbed l>y domestic divisions, 
and troubles of various kinds, which rendered him most deplorably un* 
iiappy in the nildst of prosperity. Though he was successfal in his w^rs, 
«od constantly aagmenting his dominions ; though in the sumptuous boild- 
&Ags he erected, and in his grandeur and magnificence, in all respects^ he 
exceeded his predecessors, Solomon only excepted ; yet bis reign was one 
series of plots, jealousies, cruellies, murder, and every thing tluU is shook- 
i^r to human nature. 

' The state of religion ia the world, at the time of our Redeemer's birth, 
fi9HM such as stood in the greatest need of a teacher sent from God. The 
•muioos nations around the globe were immersed in the darkness of idola- 
-tfj and superstition. And though the unity of God^ and the immortality 
•f the soul had. been taaght by Socrates and Plato, yet their sentiments 
were dark and confused, very little known amongst the vulgar, and very 
fittle d^ended on amongst the more learned. The Jews only retained 
the worship of the true God. Their temple worship was the same as es- 
tablished by Sobmon ; and the law and the prophets were weekly read in 
their synagogoes ; l>ut they had, in a great measure, made the moral law 
Toid by their traditions, and their temple-worship was much declined 
from the primitive glory of its institution. The second temple had now 
stood upwards of four hundred years. It was vastly inferrar, in magniii- 
eence and grandenr, to that which was built by Solomon. It wanted the 
ark of the covenant, the Divine Presence, the Urim and Tbummim, the 
holy fire upon the altar, and the spirit of prophecy. It was first profaned 
mod plundered by Antiochot Epiphanqg. It had lately been dishonored by 
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lie impiens li^UNMSS of Fonpty ; nd toon after bjrOastiit, another Kih 
ipan general, who rapaciomly seized those vast treasoret wfaicli PorapeyV 
^ety aiid modesty had spared. In a few year* after came Herod, who 
bviDe obtained the grant of the kingdom at Rome, besieged and took tbo 
dty and fcempW. And tboogfr, in order to insinaate himself into the af* 
feetkms of the people, he did all in his power to preserve the temple from 
being plondered, and a few years after expended rest sums in repairing and 
beantifying it ; jet, as he obtuned the regal dignity by the favor of the Ro" 
mans, he was always careful to please and oblige them ; and accordingly 
vRofaned the temple with a golden eagle, which was fixed upon the great 
porch at the entrance of the fabric, in order to coort the favour of tho 
emperor Aagnstus. This gaye great offence to the Jews, who were sera- 
pohrosly exact in the observance of the minutest rituals, but scandalously 
caieloM in the weightier mailers of the law : and while, on every trifling 
occasion they were ready to cry out, ^ The temple of the Lord ! The tem- 
ple of the Lord !" they had to little regard to the divinity which dwelt 
within, that they made this holy place a market for trade and merehan- 
fKae ; and filled the sacred apartments with dealers, merchants, rooney- 
cAmngers, and usurers. Ana such were the injustice and extortion they 
practised in the holy place, it was justly observed, that the house which 
God had appointed for an house of prayer, they had converted into a den 
of tbieves. 

However little religion there was amongst the Jews, they were very 
forward and open in Iheir profession, and there were several partiea 
amogst them who violently oDposed «aoh other. Those who are men* 
lioned in the gospels are the Pharisees, the Saddncees, the Herodians and* 
the Samaritans ; of each of these it may be proper to give some account. 
The Pitartsees were the greatest of all the Jewish sects ; and by their 
l^etences to extraordinary purity, and the shew they made in things exter- 
tlal, they drew the bulk of the common people after them. Tbey main- 
tained a kind of priestly pride, and solemn stiffness in their deportment, 
doing every thing in their power to attract the notice, and gain the venera- 
tion of the multitude. A trumpet was sounded before them when they 
gave aJms to the poor ; they made long prayers at the corners of streets, 
mnd in the markets, taking every occasion to exhibit the utmost ostentation 
of piety and devotion. 

Bat the distinguishing character of the Pharisees, was their zeal for tho 
traditions of the elders, which they constantly maintained were of equal 
anthority with the written law, as they were received from God him* 
aelf by Moses when he was forty days on the mount. These traditionf 
were multiplied to such an enormous number, that they were sufficient to 
fill twelve folio volumes : and these men pretending to an exact and rigo- 
rous observance of the law according to these traditions, would fain have 
themselves looked upon more holy than others, and therefore separated 
themselves from those whom they esteemed great sinners and profane peiv 
' fons, and refbeed to eat or drink with them. They looked with contempt 
on the common people, and the costant language of their looks and be- 
haviour was, Stand by ! Come not near me ! 1 am holier than thou ! Tlicy 
were scrupulously exact in the performance of the minutest rituals, and 
prided themselves in their punctuality in paying tithes of herbs, whiie they 
neglected the weightier matters of the law. They presumed so far as 
proudly to mention their good deed& in their prayers, and proposed them 
as the grounds of the divine acceptance ; though, at the same time, while 
they maintained the fair outward shew of piety and goodness, they were 
privately guilty of great and scandalous vices, 'This sect of the Pharisees, 
m process of time, swallowed up all the other sects amongst the Jews; 
and at present, it is by the traditions of the Pharisees, and not by the law 
and the prophets, that the Jewish religion is formed \ It Vi^\\Tk%\yift^ c^t- 
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fiipted by tbese men much in the iftnw mtaner ai Um Cbiitiia nKgioD if 
by the RomUh church. 

Joined with the Pharisees in the gospel, are the Scribes and the Law* 
^rs, who were not distinct .sects or parties amongst the Jews^ bat men 
professing learning, and chiefly followers of the JPharisees in their religion : 
for the leajming of the Jews principally consisin^ in the knowledge of the 
Pharisaical traditions, and the interpretation of the scriptures hy ihem, it 
it no wonder that the twelre folio volumes, abbre mentioned, found em- 
ployment for great numbers of these men. 

. Another noted sect amongst the Jews at the time of oar great Re« 
deemer^s birth, was the Saddvctes : Theses at their first separation, dif- 
fered only from the Pharisees in their refusing to receive the tradition of 
the elders, and abiding by the written law ; but in process of time, thej 
degenerated into an universal scepticism ; and like our modern Deists^ 
they, neither believed there existed good or evil ipints or tliat there woald 
be a resurrection, or a future state. As to the HtrodianSy it is not so pre- 
cisely known what their distiqguisjiing tenets were ; but as their doctrine 
Is ca!Ied in the gospel, " The leaven of Herod," and as their party takes its 
name from that prince, it is to be supposed their particular opinions wore 
derived from him : now as, from his general character and conduct, we 
snav conclude that the doctrine of the Sadducees would be very agreeable 
Xo him, as it delivered him from the fears of an hereafter, and as it is well 
known that as soon as he was securely settled on bis throne (having cut 
nflfall the heirs oithe Asmonian family j he began to introduce fagan cus- 
toms amongst the Jews ; it is very likely that the Herodians held nearly 
the same leniiments as the Sadducees, and that they appraved the conduct 
of Herod, in the introduction of the Heathen supcniition. 

It is necessary, lastly, to give some account of the Samaritans : These 

Siople were not of Jewish extraction, but were the offspring of those 
eatben nations whom the King of Assyxia sent to dwell in the land of 
Israel, in the room of the ten tribes who were carried away captive. — 
Those people when first planted in the land, were grievously annoyed by 
lions ; and supposing this misfortune arose from their being ignorant of the 
worship of the god of the land (for the Heathens supposed that every land 
had its peculiar deity) they applied to Gsarhaddon, the grandson of the 
king wlio carried them citptives, and he sent them an Israelitish priest, whe 
taught them the worship of God according to the law of Moses. They 
now took the God of Israel into the number of their deities, and worship- 
ped him in conjunction with the gods of the nations from whence they 
came. Hence, when the Jews returned from the Babylonish captivity, 
and by the permission and assistance of Cyrus king of Persia, were build- 
ing their temple, the Samaritans, as they in part professed the same reli- 
gion, proposed an alliance with them, and offerea their assistance in the 
carrying on the work. This the Jews abruptly refused, whk;h gave such 
offence to the Samaritans, thai they took all possible pains to obstruct them 
in the undertaking ; and, by corrupting the officers of Cyrus, prevailed 
to far, that the work was interrupted for a considerable time. After some 
yaars, the Jews obtained a fresh decree from Darius, the third Persian 
king from Cyrus, and the temple was finished and dedicated. But the 
city of Jerusalem lay in a ruinous condition, and the Jews remained un- 
der great contempt and various discourngerocnts, for about sixty years. — 
At the end of this time. Divine Providence appeared for them, and raised 
them up a friend in the person of Artaxerxes Longimanus, the Ahasuerus 
of the Scriptures. This prince, having exalted a Jewish young lady, nam- 
ed Esther, to be his queen, was a constant favourer of the Jews ; and sent 
Kzra, a priest of great learning and piety, from the Persian court, to re- 
form the abuses, and settle the disorders' that had arisen amongst them* 
And in a few years afterwards, by the ialerest of the queen, he lent hii 
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cup-bearer Nehemiali, to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, and continue 
and perfect the reformation which Kzra had bngun. In carryiiiir on of 
this work, the Jews met with great opposition from the Samaritans ; and 
hence there arose a mortal hatred between the two people. The Samari- 
tans, in the contest, were chiefly supported by Sanballat the governor of 
Samaria; who having married his daughter to iVlanasseh, Lbe son of the 
Jewish bigii-priest, prevailed so far on Darius Nothus, the surivssor of 
Artaxerxes, that he obtained from him a grant to build a temple on n'.ount 
Gerizim, near Samaria ; and to make his son-in law high-priest thereof. 

This was accordingly effected, and introduced a change in the Samari- 
tan religion : for whereas they had, till now, only worshipped the God of 
Israel, in conjunction with their deities, they now conformed themselves 
to the worship of the true God only, according to the law of Mosses, whioh. 
was daily read in their new temple : from this time, the cities of Samaria 
became places of refuge for those Jews who had been guilty of such crime< 
as exposed them to punishment, and thither they flcti to escape the arm 
of justice. Hence in process of time, arose a mon<;rel people, betwixt 
the Jews and Samaritans. The quarrel between them and the re2;ular 
Jews continued, and their hatred to each other remained at it* Iiiji^hest 
pitch. And though John Ilyrcanui, the son of Simon Muccalious, des- 
troyed their temple, yet they continued a separate wor^ihip from the Jews. 

They acknowledge the authority of no other Scriplbre than the iiv» 
books of Moses, which they kept in a character, peculiar to themselves, 
said to be tlie old Hebrew cliaraeter, which was in use amongst the Jews 
before the Babylonish captivity. Tbou«;h they were remarkable for their 
itrictness in the observance of the rules of the law, yet thc»y were more 
detestable to the Jews than were the Pleathen nations. When Jerusalem 
was destroyed by the Romans, about seventy years after the birth of Christ, 
when tlie temple was burnt, and the whole nation dispersed, the Samari- 
tans Temainca in possession of their country^ and there they continue to 
this day. 

Such was the state of religion amongst the Jews» at the time of the 
birth of Christ ; nor were their morals in any respect superior. Thcic 
religion cheifly consisted in externals, and by their traditions, they explain- 
ed away most of the excellent precepts of the moral law. Their great 
men were privately guilty of the most scandalous vicf^s ; nor can it be 
supposed that the common people were more regular in their conduct, so 
that they should escape the general corruption which universally prevailed 
Jin the land. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Qf tht ProfAiUes and Predictions^ %n the various Qges of the Wortdi, rcr 
loting to the Dignity ^ Character^ Office and Births of our Great^ an^ 
Glorious Redesmer. 

THE great King of the universe, having in his eternal coansels, deters 
^ined to send his only son, at an appointed period of time, to accomplish 
the salvation of lost, undone sinners ; he was graciously pleaded, in tbe vaL* 
rioQs ages of the world, to give such intimations of this great event, as 
.were consistent with the nature of his moral government, and the designs 
of his grace : and that his offending creatures might not grope in darkness 
mi dUtriaifi Ki|beu.t apj bpp^ gf hii mfiXcy, or koowladga of tlt« way ix 
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which he would accept his rebeliioas suljccts. and restore Ihem Co his lavoor* 
lie was phased, as soon as sin had entered into the world, to give our 
first parents some hope of their restoration ; and in passing sentence on 
the serpent who had sedaced them, he declared that the seed of the wo- 
man shonid bruise his head ; which, though it could not give them a clear 
idt-a of the nature cf their deliverance, nor of the glorious person who 
»hoald accomph'sh it, yat it might he suflicient to quiet their minds, and 
Ins^pire them with a distant hope. What further discoveries of the divine 
■^vill, in the redemption of sinners by the son of God, were made to the 
aRtcdilnvian patriarchs, are not clearly revealed in the word of God ; but 
from the prophecy of Enoch, recorded by the apostle Jade, it may be con- 
«• hided, that the world was rot ignorant of this great event ; for the pa- 
tri<irch who could eo clearly declare. Behold the Lord cofncth with tevh 
thousand cf his saints to execute judgment on all mankind, cannot be sop- 
posed to be totally ignorant of the great person who was to sit in judgment: 
and the hard speeches which he charges nngodly sinners with speaking 
RS^inst God, may have no indin*ct reference to the scorn, contempt, ana 
» Teproach, which onr graat Redeemer suffered from the ungodly and un- 
believing Jews. What further discoveries of the Redeeimer were made to 
the patriarch Noah, and his decendants, after the flood, are not to de learn- 
ed from the volume of inspiration ; but there we leam, that Abraham waf 
raHed from his idolatrous countrymen, by a divine manifestation, learnt 
the uncorrapted worship of the true God, and informed that in his seed 
«H the nations of the world should be blessed. That this patriarch had 
full expectation of Bdme exalted person, who was to rise out of his family^ 
und tliat the notion of this prevailed amongst his descendants, are evident 
frcm the blessing which Jacob, at his dealh, pronounces on his son Ju- 
dah. Gen. xlix. 10. The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a law- 
irirer from bctzoecn his feet^ till Sh'dnh cvme^ and unto him shall the 
feathering rf the people be. The sceptre not departing from Jodah, i» 
here a prediction ; but the coming of Sh'iloh at an appointed time, is 
jnentiimed as a thing already known. There is no mention directly 
ninde of our exalted Saviour, among&t the moral precepts of the law ; but 
ii is universally allowed, that the various rituals of the Jewish rsligionf 
v» ere typical of his exalted person, his oftices, and the great atonement ho 
rip.dc to divine justice, when he made his soul an offering for sin : and 
Moses could declare to Israel in plain t*^rms, A prophet shall the Lord 
thy God raise unto thee from amongst ihy brethren like unto me, and it 
shall come to pass that who?nsoevcr shall vol hear that prophet^ he shali 
Jbe cii!. off from amongst his people. During the conquebt of Canaan, the 
anarchy and confusion which succeeded in the time of the Judgtes, and the 
reij^n of Saul, we bear nothing of the IMtrisiah. l3\iL the royal prophet 
Pavid, Tn his Psalms, gives a very lively and spirited account of a fuU be- 
Jit'f in this gr^at descendant of his ; and in a languafi:c peculiar to himself^ 
describes the glories of his reign, his dea'.h, and triumphant resurrection : 
for hav:ng a clear and full view of the Messiah ''s kingdom and reign, he^ 
in pnetic rapture, could cry out. Thou will not leave my soul in hell, nei- 
ther wiU thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. Bui clearer, and- 
stronger still, our great Redeemer blazes forth in the prophecies of Isaiaii,: 
who writes more like an historian than a prophet, and minutely particu- 
larizes the great events which attended the oirlh, life, and death of the Sa- 
▼lour of sinners. Full of prophetic fire, (he ereat Isaiah could cry out, 
ji virgin shall conceive and bear a son^ and call his name ImmanueL — 
And imving a clear view of his suO'erings and death, he cou'd add, Ue 
V)as led lihe a sheep to the slmightei- ; and as a lamb befoi e he" shearers 
is dumb. ; so he opened not his mouth. He was taken from prison and 
judgment; who shall declare his generation? For the transgression of 
my people teas he smitten. He made hit grore mith the vncked, Q»d tit 
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rich in his death. But /is vcas wounded for our transgrtssionff he vyrs 
Irtthedfor oar iniquities, the chaslise^nent of our peace was upon him, 
and by his % stripes we are heaied. The succeeding propbets were very 
clear and express in tbeir descriplions of the kingdom of the Messiah.—-' 
The prophet Jeremiah particalariy mentions the Uitrty pieces of silver for 
which he was sold ; aod the prophet Daniel pointed out the particular 
time when he slioold make iiis ap[)eai'ance in the world. Sezcnti/ vreeASf 
says the angel, are dclermincd upon thy people, and upon thy holy city ; 
to finish the transgressiorif to 7nake an end of sin, to fnahe reconciliation 
for iniquity f and to bring in everlasting righteousness ; to segl vp th>i. 
vision and prophecy^ and to anoint the Most Holy. From these plain 
and frequent declarations of their propfiels, the Jews had a fttll and clear 
expectation of the coming of the Messiah ; and they had an old tradition 
>amongst them, which was generally received, and supposed to tii'>me from 
BJias, that the Messiah should appear in the four thousandtb year of thd 
world, which accordingly came to pass. Nor was the expectation of our 
Redeemer's birth confined only to the Jews ; a tradition prit\'ailcd «jnoDj;st 
the Eastern nations, that a great king was to be born to the Jews, who 
would be worthy to be worshipped : which is manifest from the wht men 
coming to Jerusalem, to inquire after this glorious person, having seea 
his star in the east, and being desirous not only to see the young king, 
but to present their offerings before him. Nor must it be omitted, that 
amon[;st the oracles of the Sibyls^ at the time of cur Saviour's birth, in 
such high repute at liomc, arc various predictions of the times of thft 
Messiah; and the poet Virgil, who wrote iu the beginning of Augustus, 
composed his Pollio, which contains the predictions cf a heavenly child 
5oon to be born, v/hom he calls the Son of God, and describes hii king- 
dom in a manner which is parallel to several sub!f:nc passages in the pro- 
phet Isaiah, descriptive of the glorious Redeemer cf mankind. 
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CHAPTER III. 

The jinrel appears to Zacharias in the Temple, andforetdls the JBirth of 
John the fJaptist^ the forerunner of oiw Grcaf Rede kmer. Zachari- 
as doublirtg, is struck dumb for a Sign, The salutation of the rirgiii 
Mary, lier visit to her Relation Elizabeth^ theiyifeof Zacharias, 
The Birth and Circumcision of John the Maptistr Zacharias*^ 
mouth is opened: his Prophecy, 

TUB happy time being near at hand, fixed by the Triune God, for 
our great Redeemer to make his appearance in the World, called in 
Scripture, The fullness of li^.r^e, it pleased the Eternal King of heaven afiJ 
earth, to give notice to mankind, that this exalted person would soon bd 
manifested, and the benefits arising from his mission obtained. Ood bad 
declared by bis prop!iets, that before hia son appeared in the world, Jl 
messenger should go before his face, to prepare his tvay- This messen- 
ger was further described, under the character of the prophet Elijah ; and 
in another place he was called. The voice of one crying in the WHder- 
ness„ prepare ye the way of the Lord, and make straight, in the desarty 
a highzcay for our God. In the accomplishment of those prophecies, it 
was necessary that John the Baptist, the forerunner of oor grcat Redeem- 
er, should fir^t be born ; and, accordingly, the Angel Gabriel was sent 
from bcaycn to give noUco of Uie birtb of thi» great hecald o^ Uda \jKyi^ «ii 



<■ 



tl UFE OF JBSUS CHRIST. 

life. The p^rroni destined to be parents to this extraordinary matt, weftf 
Zucharia*, a pioui priest, and his wife Elizabeth ; who were both of th(i 
fdinily of Aaron, and blameless in the observance of the law. But, though 
they had lived from their youth in the married slate, they were not blessed 
with any ofTbpring. and were both so far advanced in years, that according 
to the coorsn of natare, no issue could be expected from them. The 
priests that olTit'iatcd in the temple of Solomon, were divided into twenty- 
four courses ; every course began its service on the Sabbath day, and con- 
tinut^d all the week. Only four of these courses returned from the Baby- 
lonish captivity ; the rest were either extinct, or tarrif;d behind. But, that 
thd number of twenty four miG;ht still subsist, each course divided itself 
Into six ; the new ones taking upon themselves the names of those wha 
were wanting* Zacharias was of the course of Abia, one of the new 
ones in this sub cii vision, and the eighth in the order of the twenty- four.— -i 
It was thf», lot of ibis aged priest to burn incense in tlie holy place ; and 
^hile tun smoke of the incense ascended, the people, according to custom, 
\vrre praying in the outward court. As the good priest stood by the altar 
of incense, the angel appeared in view, all bright and glorious, as a native 
f)f the sky. Zacliarias, at the sight of the heavenly messenger, was filled 
fvilh terror and dismay ; but the ange\ with condescending goodness, 
4bus addiTssed him: Fear not, Zacharias, for thj prayer is heardj and 
: thy^ife EliznbetA shall bear tksz a son^ and thou shall call his n trntf John, 
And thou shaft havejcy and gladncs^^ and many shall rejoice at his birth : 

{'or he shall be grvU in the sight, of the Lordy end shall neit her dtink 
nnc nor strong drink ; and he shall befjhd zcilh thi Holy Ghosts even 
from his mother'* s zcomb. And many of the children oflsrojrl shall he. 
iurn unto the Lord their God. And he shall go before him in the spirit 
and prarer of EUus, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children^ and 
the disbedient to the xcisdo^/i of tke just, to make ready a people pre^ 
spared f^r the Lord, As Zacharias was one of the pious Jt^ws who waited 
for the consolation of Isieal, doublleiss he had often pray<^d that he might 
live to see the Mt'ssiah come, which was the prayer that the angel assun'cl 
liim was heaid ; hal thtt his wife Elizabeth should heir a son, who should 
be the foreiunner of the Kedcemer of Isreal, seemed a thing so extraor- 
dinary, and out of the course of nature, that the priest could not believe it, 
though asserted by an anjzel ; and therefore repliod to the heavenly mes 
tenger: IVhereby shaJi I know thUf For lam an old man, and my 
wife xoell stricken in years. The bright commander of the angolic squad- 
rons seemed displeased that Zacharias should question the truth of his pre- 
diction ; and th';ref<ire proceeded to let him know his dignity, and the high 
place he occupied in the heavenly world; and the consequential impossi- 
bility that he shook! dei^eive him. Know, said he, thai / am Gabriel that 
stand in the 2)resence of God^ and am sent from heaven, to sjieak unto thee 
Und to shew thee these glad tidings. 8ut, as thou hast presumed to call in 
question the truth of the heavenly message, thau shnlt be dumb, and. not 
Me to speak, until these things shall be performed : for though thou hast 
tiot believed my words, they uevertheii;ss are true, and shall be pa formed 
l» their season. The priest, astonished at the vision, stayed longer in 
the holy place than usual ; at which the people who waited without for his 
benediction, were much surprised : at last he came to them, but found 
ihe prediction of tl« angel awfully fulfilled : for when, according to the 
I'oin'se of his office, he was to bless the people, he couM not speak ; but 
ligniiied to them by signs, that he had seen a virion, which was the cause 
bt his dumbness ; and, the week of his administration being accomp ishe.d, 
lie returned to his bcoae. Soon after this, his wife Elizabeth foiir.d her- 
'iclf with child, but made a secret of her conception for the lirst (ive 
months, conlon ling herself with giving God thanks in private, for his great 
goodoefs In taking ftwgy jb« repsoftcbof Jierbarrenncsi,; aiid ravolvingiv 
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lier niad, tfitih wonder and praise, tlie unsearchable coaniels of God, 
and his great goodness to the childrpn of men. 

Six months after this, the angel Gabriel, the same who had appeared t6 
the prophet Daniel, and foretold the very lime, of oar lledeemer's birth, 
and had lately predicted to Zacbarias the birth of \m forerunner, wos sent 
from the heavenly regions, to the city of Nazareth, to an amiable and vir* 
laoQS virgin, named Mary, supposed to be abont fifteen years of age.— ^ 
jShe was of tiie house and lineage of David, and was espoused to a good 
man, supposed to be a widower, and pretty far advanced in years, nainrd 
Joseph, who was also of the royal line cf David. The huslMind had not 
taken home his wife, but she remuned a virgin at her father's house ; and 
while, as supposed, at her private devotions* the angel appeared to her ar- 
rayed in heavenly brightness ; and, with a condescending smile, saluted 
her in terms of the highest respect : Hail Mary^ he cried, thcu art high- 
ly favored ; the Lord is icith thee : blessed art thou amongst womcn.^^ 
'i'ne pious maid was not more surprised at the blaze of heavenly giorf 
which shone around her, than at the salutation of the ccelestial messenger^ 
to whom she knew not how to reply. When the angel rejoined, with looks 
and accents of such kindness, and heavenly goodness, as disfipated every 
fearful apprehension. Fear not, Mary ; for thou /lasl fuund favour wiik 
God. And behold thou shall conceive^ and bring forth a son, and shall 
call his name Jrsus ; he shalt he great and s hill be the Son of J he hrffh" 
est : and the Lord God shall give him the ihronee of his farther David^ 
and he shall reign over t/sc house of Jacob for ever ; and of hi? Aingdu/n 
there shall heno end. The ho!^ ma\d,Tiol immr^diately recollecting that 
the prophet Isaiah had, in his predictions of the M<*ssiah said, '< Bcho!d a vir- 
gin shall conceive and bear a son :" and being conscious of her purity, did 
not, like Zacharias, require a sign ; but mcdcstly inquired how her preg« 
nancy could be effected in her virgin stR,te. *• How" said she ** can thif 
be, seeing I kniiw not a man ?" To which the anijrl, with condescending 
goodness, replied, '^'Hie IioJy Ghost shall coim i:p,)n thc?c!, and the power 
of the highest shall ovrrsliadow thee : therefore n!so tlat holy tliin^ which 
shall be Iwrn of thee shall be calird, the sen of God." And tho'i^h the ho* 
ly maid had not required a sign, whereby she raif;hL Ijc assured of tlw cer- 
tainty of an event so wonderful, and contrary to tfie esilshlishod order of na- 
ture, the heavenly guest was pleased to give her th's Eatiofaclion : " And 
behold," said lie, ** thy cousin lilizabelh, she hath also conceivpd a son in 
ber old age, and this is the sixth month with her who was caiicd barren : 
for with God nothing shall be impossible."' This reply was accompanied 
with such a manifestation of Divine IVesence, that it removed every faary 
and iilled the wondering maid with heavenly gladness, which she Lud not 
known before. The expectation of the Messiah was general at this 
time throughout the Jewish nation, and strong were the desires of Jndah'i 
daughters for the honor and happiness of being the mother of the ICe* 
deemer of Israel ; and the holy maid, it may be expected, had ardently 
wished for this great blessing ; so that, with growing joy and exultation 
she immediately replied to the bright arch-angel, ** Behold the handmaid 
of the Ijord, be it unto me according to thy word." 

Soon after the departure of the angel, the holy virgin, regarding with 
joy of heart what the heavenly messenger had related concerning her re- 
lation and friend, went to the hill country of Judea, to [^ay a visit to her 
cousin Elizabeth. It is supposed that Zacharias lived at Hebron, the ci- 
ty of David, before he went to Jerusalem, formerly inhabited by giants, 
but taken by Joshua ; and, when the land was divided, given to the tribe 
of Juduh ; which city was about seventy miles from Nazareth, llie joy 
that inspired the blessed virgin, gave her such a flow of spirits, that she 
lightly tripped over the mountains ; and as soon as she arrived at the 
bouse of her dear relative, the pious matron wa« filled with divlae UUluu- 
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nations, and so affected at the soand of the maiden's voice, that the evan- 
guli.tt informs us, ^' the babe leaped in her womb." And, being filled 
with heavenly rapture^ she addressed the wondering maid in the same Ian- 
gr.uge which she had lately heard from the angd, ^* Blessed art thou 
amongst women ;'' to which she added, *^ and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb:'' and still continuing full of heavenly ardor, she exclaimed, *' Ana 
whcncvi is this to mc, that the mother of my Lord should con^e to me f 
She then proceeded immediately to inform her of her happy pregnancy* 
*' For/' 69 i\ she, *' as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine 
ens, Lhvj babe leaped in my womb for joy." And lh«in, in full assurance of 
the fulitiment of the divine predictions respecting them both, she added, 
*"* And blef«sed is she thai believeth, for there shall be a performance of 
those things which were told her from the Lord." The divine iiame of 
boly love and joy, which glowed in the heart of the pious matron, soon'' 
catched in the bosom of the holy virgin ; who. confirmed beyond all pos- 
sibility of a doubt, in tha truth of the angePs prediction, by what she had 
now heard from her dear relation, proceeded with a heart full of gratitude 
and lioly joy, to bless, and praise, and magnify the name of the Lord, for 
Lis great goodness to her, in appolRling her to be the mother of the Mea- 
fiibh. 

Av^er three manlhs slay with her dear relative, the virgin Mary return- 
ed to her own cily Nazareth ; and being now the fourth month, her preg- 
nancy plainly ajijiurired ; which gave great concern to Joseph her espoused 
husband, jiut tuouj^h he apprehended she had been seduced, yet having 
a slncv^re d.Tcc'."cn forhjr, and bemg of a kind compassionate disposition, 
he WU.S net v iiiing to pioccud to the severities of the law ; which in tikis 
ease, was no lo^s than her being stoned to deutli at the door of her fath- 
er's house. But as he had just roadon to suppose that her honor could not 
be vindicatei], and being a strict observer of the law, hii was not willing 
to l-i:;e licr to his bed ; but stood determined to break the marriage con- 
tract as privately as possible. While with great ve.xation and trouble, he 
vvas ruminating on these things, the angel of the Lord api>eared to him in 
a drearn, and informed him of the nature of his wife^s pregnancy ; giving 
him at the same time full satisfaction concerning her innoccncy. ^' Fear 
not,-' said the heavenly vision^ **• Joseph thou son of David, to take untcr 
ihee Mai'y thy wife ; for that which is conceived in her, is of the Holy 
Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Ji^- 
sus, for he shall save his people from their sins." It was with unspeak- 
abldjoy, that the good man received this information ; and, not hesitating 
a moment respecting the truth of the heavenly message, he took the love- 
ly maid home to his house. But the evangelist informs us, that '^ ht 
knew her not, till she had brought forth her first born Son.'* 

While these things were in agitation at Nazareth, Elizabeth the wife of 
Zacharias the priest, and relative of thi^ favoured virgin, having completed 
the full time of her pregnancy, was delivered of a son. The reproach of 
her barrenness being thus removed, her neighbours and friends rejoiced 
with her ; the whole family smiled at the event, and every heait was 
glad. On the eighth day, when they attended on the sacred rile of cir- 
cumcision, the relations propos >d that he should be named Zacharias, after 
his father ; but the mother informed them that his name must be John. 
All the guests wondered at this, because it was a name never known in the 
family, and for the decision of the affair, they applied to the father. The 
good man being dumb since the appearance of the angel who predicted the 
birth of the child, cou!d not inform them, but made signs for a wi;ting ta- 
ble, and wrote, '•His name is John." The relations wfjndiircd at this, but 
more at observing the old man's dumbness to cease from that moment, 
whose voice, rising clearer and stronger for having been so long suppres- 
sed, raiieU loud ^trtuos of joy and giadas^^SiL and lofty praiica. to the God 
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.•f Israel for hia great goodness, in remembering and visiling his peqile ; 
and, full of prophetic niptore, taming to his Infant son, « And thoa 
chiid,'' said he, •* shalt be called the prophet of the highest : for thoa 
fhalt go before the face of the Lord, to prepare hit ways ; to give Iknowl- 
edge of saivalion onto his people ; by the remission of their sins, througU 
the tender mercy of onr God ; whereby the day spring from on high hath 
visited us, to give light to them that sit in darkness, and in ttie bhadow of 
ideath, to guide our feet into the way of peace." Snch were the circom- 
stances which attended the birth of the forerunner of onr ^reat Redeemer ; 
the report of which soon spread through the hill country of Judea, ard van* 
oQs were the conceptions of the people concerning the future greatness of 
the child. The infant soon grew strong and robust, he was remari;ably 
pimple and abstemious in his diet, plaiv and careless in his dress, and addict* 
ed to solitude and contemplation. Sacred history gives us no information 
what afterwards became of his parents ; but there is a tradition that the 
mother fled into the deserts with ner infant son, to preserve him from tho 
rage of Herod ; and that the father was slain hi the outer court of the tem- 
ple, by the orders of that tyrant ; and is that Zacharias which Christ men- 
tions, whose blood was shed between the temple and the altar. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

TOe liirtA of CiiRrsT, zcM all f/te rarious Circumstances that attend* 
ed i7, viz. An Angel btingeth the News thereof to t/:c Shepherds; the 
heavenly Host praise God ; ihe Shepherds, finding it to be as the An- 
gel had said, glorify God; and the Circumcision of CumsT. 

TflE great Kin^ of the creation and righteous Governor of the uni- 
verse, having fixed in his eternal counsels, both the time and the plac<2 
where his only son was to be born ; so ordered the affairs of the world, 
as to bring his great predictions and gracious designs to pass. And as he 
over-rules the coonaela of princes, and determines the actions of men, so at 
to answer the wise ends of his govcmemant, and accomplish the designs of 
hn grace ; so in this present instance, there is a remarkable manifestalioti 
of divine wisdom and power cooperating to bring about this great event.. 
The holy Virgin and her husband dwelt at Nazareth ; and, according to 
IS ; prophet^s prediction, the Mes&iab was to be born at Bethlehem, which 
was at a considerable distance ; bnt to bring the great prediction to pass, 
J^ine IVovidence so ordered it, that about three' years before the time of 
ofr Redeemer's birth, a decree passed at Rome, by the order of the empe-. 
ror Augustus, that a survey should be taken, and a register made, of the. 
persons, estates and wealth, contained in his vast empire. This surrey 
aeems not to have been taken with an immediate design of taxation, but 
rather from views of ambition, or that the emperor might know the num- 
]ber and riches of his subjects; for there were no taxes gathered by the 
Romans till eleven or twelve yvars after this, when Archelius the son of 
Herod, was deposed for his tyranny and oppression, and Judea rt.duced in- 
to the form of a Roman province ; for Herod, 9nd (he re«t of t!ie tribataiy 
Kings, received the taxes of their subjects, and paid such trbcte to Rotpii 
at was stipulated between them and the emperor. Thh survey, having 
been carried through various provinces and kingdoms which were subject 
to Rome in the two years past, was now making in .*udea ; and everv faro« 
ilj recaived orders to repair to their own city, to giva aa acco«%V q.v nM^ 
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feal or personal eitotes, %nd there to be registerrd. Josepk and Mary hkl 
wife, being both of the family of David, were obliged od thif occasioD ta 
take a journey to the ancient city of Bethleham. The evangelists Mat- 
thew and Luke have each inserted in their gospels, the genealogy of Jcsvs 
Cii&iST, in which there is so great a variation, that it is with reason coit- 
ciuded, that Matthew gives us the genealogy of Joseph, and Luke of the' 
Virgin Mary ; that it may appear they were both of the house and lineage 
of David ; one rising through Solomon, and the other through Nathan, 
jinother son of that prince. Though the holy virgin was great with child, 
and near the time of her delivery, she coold not be excused from this long 
j(iurney. l*he town of Bethleham was crouded on this occasion ; every 
* inn, & every house of hospitable entertainment was fall : the extraordinary 
persons who arc the subjects of our present attention, made no great ap- 
pearance in the world, and could not command the best accommodations: 
and while those, whose superior aflluencc commanded respect, took up 
the best apartments of the inns, the mother of the great Messfah was con- 
tent to lodge in a stable ; & there, having accomplished the full time of her 
pregnancy, she was delivered of her heavenly son. Some have supposed, 
that, as she had conceived by the mighty power of God, she brought forth, 
bur son without pain, or common assistance. The stable in which our 
great Redeemer was born, is said to be a cave cut out of a rock ; and it 
is not unlikely that he was born in the night. . In this situation the holy 
Virgin, having brought forth her son, wrapped the infant in swaddling 
clothes, and, having no better acoomodations, laid him in a munger. — 
what an amazing instance of condescension was this! The son of the Eter- 
nal God ! The Heir of a)| things ! The Darling of the skies ! who was 
worshipped by angels, and heid in veneration equal with heaven's Great 
Supreme ; to become man ; to take human nature upon him in its most 
helpless and feeble state ; to lay aside his starry crown, and all the glo- 
ries of his heavenly dignity, and become a snckling child ; One would have 
thought, that when the Great King of the universe condescended to become 
man, and appear in this world ; that he would have been received by the 
inhabitants of the earth with tokens of the highest regard ; and thai every 
thin^ gr^'.at and good, every thing grand and noble, would have been pre- 
par(Hl to honour and accommodate the Mighty prince, it might have been 
particoiarly expected, that the nation which he chose for his residence, that 
people whom he condescended to make his country mea, would have re- 
ceived him with the highest acclamations, and warmest tokens of honour 
and respect. But how contrary to this were the councils of heaven ! how 
opponite to tliis, the appearance of our great Redeemer ! When great prin- 
ce? are born, the city of their birth rings with acclamations* and the ilium* 
inated night shines litre the day. But when our exalted Redeemer was 
born, ail was silent, all was stilt. Not the poor peasant, who first draws 
breath in the homely cottage, steals into the world less unobserved, than did 
the Son of God. lie. in all probability was born in the night, perhaps with- 
out light, or by the glimmering of a winking taper. When great princes 
are born, they are wrapped in fine linnen, and adorned with mantles of pur- 
ple fringed with gold : the floors of their apartments are decorated with 
splendid carpets, the windows are adorned with noble hangings, and they 
lie on a bed of state, which shines with crimson and with gold. But our 
great Redeemer, and Saviour of mankind, the greatest Prince that ever 
was bora into the world received no honour, no tokens of respect ; was 
received with no demonstrations of joy ; kad no splendid apartment, no 
rich decorations : bdt was brought forth in a stable, without any person to 
put on the poor hVjit prepared for him, but his virgin mother, who herself 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger: but though 
our g'orious Redeemer was received, by the inhabitants of the earth, with 
no tokens of respect, or dcmpnstratioi|| 9I' joy > ^tb^Vgh liQ trm tiroil^hV 
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fortli in tlie ineMnmodioiis limits of a stable, and his ooapanions were the 
beasts of the field ; be was not neglected nor disregarded by the bright na- 
tives of the heavenly world. A squadron of shining cherabs was dispatched 
from the eternal throne, to proclaim the great event, to congratoiate the 
wondering woild on their great Deliverer's birth and proclaim the ap- 
proach of the exalted Prince of peace. Bot this report was to be made ; 
not to Ihe great Sanhedrim ; not to the learned doctors of the law ; not to 
ihe chief priests and eiders : but to a company of poor shepherds, who 
were watching ihdr flocks by nicht, in the fields of fiethleham. The rays 
of heavenly glory which attended this shining train, breaking through the 
darkness of night, alarmed and terrified the artless swains. But one of 
the angels calied to them from on high : ** Fear not, for behold, I bring 
yon g<K>d tidings of great joy, which shall be unto all people : for nnto yon 
is born this d% in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
And this shall be a sign unto yon, ye shall find the babe wrapped in swad- 
dling clothes, lying in a manger." No sooner had ihe angel ottered these 
words, than the rest of the squadron, who attended him down the skies, 
appeared ; p, Hood of light illumined the whole concave of heaven, and 
angels songs were heard on earthly ground. "Glory to God in the high- 
est, on earth peace, and good wUl towardv; men," was the strain they song. 
And, having ended the coslestial concert, they vanished out of sight. — 
Soon as the angeKc host was departed, the wondering shepherds repair- 
ed to Bethlehem, to seek the heavenly infant, whose birth had in this glori- 
ous manner been related. And, as the angels had declared, they found the 
holy child,attended only by his virgin mother,& his supposed father Joseph ; 
the babe was wrapped in the meanest clothes, and laid in a manger. These 
circumstances answering so perfectly to the heavenly declaration, confirm- 
ed the affected shepherds, who, with the most ardent joy, adored the holy 
infiint, and related to his wondering parents, what a glorious appearance 
they had seen, and what great things the angels had related concerning the 
child. The shepherds then, with exultations & joy, returned to their flocks, 
declaring to all men, the great things they had seen, and praising God for 
his condescending goodness, in this unexpected manifestation of his great 
designs, to persons so low and inconsiderable in the world. When the 
shepherds were departed, the virgin mother of the Lord of life recollected, 
with adoration and praise, the various concurring testimonies of the 
divinity of her son ; and treasured them up in her heart, with fiill expecta- 
tion of all being accomplished in him, which had been predicted by tfaa 
prophets concerning the Uedeemer of Israel. 

When the eighth day was arrived, since the birth of the holy child, he 
was circumcised in conformity to the command of the law of JMoses ; and 
received the name of Jesus, according to the directions of the aogel, who 
predicted his conception and birth. 



CHAPTER V. 

Christ pretmled in the temph. The Jdoralitm of ihe Eastern Sages. 
The Departure of the Holy family into Egypt. The murder of the In' 
nocents. The Death of Herod, and Christ's return to Nazareth* 

THE holy Virgin, and her pious husband Joseph, having performed all 
that the law reqnir^ in the sacred rite of circmci&ion.and it being necessary, 
that the heavenly infant should, at the end of forty days be presented in 
the temple ; it b reasonable to suppose, (hat they renuuned elb Bethte Jtm 
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till those days were accomplished : for ^eraialem was bat about six nnlet 
from Bellileham, bat a much f;reater distance from Nazareth tlie place of 
their residence. The days of her purification being fulfilled, the virgin 
Ynother, according to the rules prescribed by law, accompanied by her hot^ 
bund, brought her yonng son to the temple : she waited in the oater court, 
while the two turtle doveft, which, conformable to her mean condition, she 
bad brought for her offering, where presented by the priest as an oblation 
to the I^rd ; she was then admitted into the inner court, where the priest 
received the blessed infant from his mother's arms, and prest^ntcd him to 
the Lord, at the altar of burnt offering ; and received the ^ve shecUels, 
which Ihe law exacted from every family, wiihoot regard to their circnm- 
stances, for the redemption of a first born son. The God whom Iireal 
«*xpectpd, then ** suddenly came to his temple : and the glory of the latter 
bousp was greater than the former.'' |^ 

^Vhiie these sacred rights were performing, a pioutf ana venerable old 
man came into the temple, whose name was Simeon : he had [qng waited, 
sind enrnestly prayed for the redemption of Israel ; andit had been re- 
Tealed to him, by the spirit of God, that before he died, he should see ths 
exalted Messiah. Accordingly the spirit which' now directed tiis steps to 
the temple, impressed on bis mind a clear and strong conviction, that th« 
infant, now presenting at the altar, was this glorious person. Full of hea- 
vonlv transport, he took the holy blessed infant in his arms, and addressed 
the throne of that God, who bad thus highly favored him, in such language 
as this: '* Lord, now letteit now thy servant depart in peace, according to 
thy word : for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared 
iieforc the (ace of all people ; a light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the 
priory of thy prM>ple li^rael." It may be supposed, that these words ^ere 
heard with wonder and joy, by the parents of the holy child : for it must 
e<»r»ain!y seem strange to them, that the good old man shoald be acquaint- 
ed w'.th the great thiT^gs which concerned the heavenly infant ; and they 
deubticss had reason to wonder how became by the information ; but 
turni-.f^ to the virgin mother, he added, ** fiehold, this child is sent for the 
fail and vis'm^ again of many in Israel." In these remarkable words, the 
Tenorabla-o-d mftfi prophesied tlie opposition which the Gospel of Christ: 
should meet with- in the world ; and shewed that the destrncUoa of many 
would be the consequence of their final unbelief and disobedience ; yet, at 
the same time, many would rise out of that dreadful condition, into 
which they were fallen by their sins, by being enabled to believe in the 
Son of God, and apply to their soujs the bcnefitsof his great salvation, 
^c ho]y prophet proceeded further to inform the mother of our Lord, 
that her son tthoold be set up as a mark, at which the unbelieYing and dia- 
.Vbedierit should level all the dartaof their infernal fury ; and that the sor-> 
rows which she would feel on that accoaot, would be exceedingly cutting, 
and painful : '* Yea," said he, ** a sword shall pierce through thy own soul, 
that the thoughts of many hearts may he revealed." The prophecy was 
remark'/bly fulfilled, whea the holy Virgin, al>oot thirty-three years after 
this, stood by the cross, and, in aN the bitterness of grief, beheld the suf- 
ferings of her expiring son. Various have been the conjectures concern- 
ing this good old man Simeon ; bat who he was, is not decided with any 
degree of certainty. Some have supposed him to be a priest ; others have 
imagined be was Simeon the Jtut, a'great person who bore an excellent 
character amongst the Jews ; others have concluded him to be the son of 
HilleU a fanioiis doctor in the Sanhedrim. But as the evangelists are si- 
lent in these particulars, they must be left without any further inquiry. 

The testimony of this great person was confirmed* by that of an aged 
matron, named Anna, whom the evangiUot calls a prophetess ; and de • 
clares, that ^* she departed not from the temple, but served God, with fast- 
ings and prayenj night and day.^' The neaping of which is^ that she had 
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«kdicaled faerielf to ilte ser^ce of God, and conitantiy atbcnded on his 
worship JB the temple. She had been married in her yooth, and lived lev* 
en years with Jier husband : after hU death, the continued in a state of wid- 
owhood, and was now far advanced in years. She came into the temple 
while the aged Simeon heid our great Redeemer in his arms ; and, lilted 
with h«!avenly rapture, blessed and praised the Lord fer his infinite mer- 
cy, in pememberiog his people; and spake of the heavenly child to alt thi^m 
that looked for redemption in Jerusalem. Every thing which the law re- 
quired concemmg the redemption and presenting the holy child, being ppr* 
formed, Joseph and his family returned to Galilee, and dwelt in their own 
city Nazareth. But, it is supposed that they did not long remain there, 
but settling their aflfairs, they soon returned to Ilethleham, and with iha 
heavenly infant, dwelt there. 

While the holy family dwelt at Bedileham, there came tu Jerusalem, 
a company of eastern philosophers or wise men. l^ere had been a tradi- 
tion spread all over the eastern mUiions, that a great Kin;^ was to be bom 
to the Jews, who would gain the empire of the world. This tradiiion is 
supposed to have arisen from the Jews, who were scattered throughout the 
▼ariuus nations of the Jtiast ; and Zoroaster, the reformer of the Persian 
religion, said to be a servant to Ihe prophet flaniel, copied into his Book 
several passages out of the Old Testament, and cannot be supposed to have 
emitted the famous prophecies concerning, the Icingdom of the Messiah.— 
At the time of our Redeemer's birth, a remarkable star, or luminous ap- 
pearance, was seen in those countries, which induced the learned men of 
those times to coocludo, that this splendid luminary denoted the birth of 
that extraodinary person : and sa fully were they satisfied that their con- 
clusion was true, that a company of learned men actuaJy came to Jerusa- 
lem on this errand. Whether they were princes, priests, or philosophers ; 
bow many there were in number ; from what country they camt\ or how 
many days they arrived at Jerusalem after the birth of Christ, are ques- 
tions which have puzzled the learned in all ages, hot have never yet obtain- 
ed a satisfiactory answer, liowever, it. is a certain matter of fact, that, 
<* when Jesus was born in Bethlehum in Judea, in the days of Herod the 
Uingvthei'e came wise men from the East to Jera8alem,saying, where is he 
that is born king of the Jews ? For we have seen his star in the East, and 
we are come to worship him." The appearance of these pcisons, the re- 
port, and the inquiry they made, alarmeid and terrified the jealous old ty- 
rant: for though by reason of his years, and, ill state of heallb, he couid 
not expect long to hold the crown ; he could not bear the thought of a 
prince being bom that was destined to that high dignity. And, as it had 
been his constant practice to murder every one who bad a grealer right 
lb the crown than himself, he soon concluded, that the young child, when 
found, should add tQ the number of those murders he had been guiity of, to 
rear his throne, and to support it: but he craftily concealed his wicked de- 
sign, spake to the strangers fair, and summoned tlie Sanhedrim to answer 
their inquiry where the U^essiah was to be born. He soon received their 
answer, and was informed, that Betlehem in Judea, was the place where 
Christ was to be born: tor thus is written by the prophet, ^* And thou 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, art not the least amongst the princes 
of Judah : for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my 
people Isreal." The gloomy tyrant, satisfied with this reply, sent for 
the noble strangers ; and seeming well pleased with the event, dili- 
gently inquired after every circumstance which might throw light on the 
affair ; and sent them to Bethlehem, desiring them when they had found 
the child, to return to Jerusalem, and direct him to the place of his abode ; 
and he pretended, that ^e would wait on him himself, and appoint him 
such honors, as hia high dignity required. The wise men received this in- 
mSgenge with great »atiafactioii» aod gladly aet oat for Bethleheia \ mW^x^^ 
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lo their Unqpetkable joy, they law, goiftr before them* the tttaie Inmhi- 
OU9 appearance wliich tbej hitd seen in their own emintrj : thit glorioat 
' itar stopped at Bethlehem, and stood dhiactlj o?er the hoaie wlwre the 
heavenly infant was. Thus directed by di?ine wisdom and power, thej 
^[iproadhed the sacred babe with adoration ftnd joy, and having fallea 
.down and Worshipped him, they presented their offerings of gold, frank- 
incense, and myrrh. Bat when they departed, they returned not to Jeru- 
salem, hot went to thehr own conntry another way ; for the Lord had 
warned them, in a dream, not to retorn to Herod with the information he 
desired. 

Here may be observed the particular care of Divine Providence, in the 
preservation of the holy child ; for Herod, who was one of the roost 
crafty tyrants that ever existed, did not act in this case with his usaal cir- 
cnmspection. He had no other notion of the Messiah, bat that of his 
setting op a temporal kingdom^ and supposed that this diild would drive 
both himself and his family from the throne ; and on this account be had 
resolved to put the infant to death. Bat is H not strange that he should 
Bot have went himself or sent some of his officers, or spies along with 
Uie wise men, and prevented the escape of his destined prey ? rhe char- 
acter and conduct of Herod in almost eveiy case, is contrary to this : 
but the great Governor of the universe, when he pleases can cast confu- 
sion on the councils of princes^ and preserve the mnocent from their 
wicked designs. 

We are not to suppose, that the satisfying the curiosity of these noble 
. itrangers, was the only end which Providence had in view, when it direc- 
ted them, in this extraordinary manner, to the place of our Redeemer's 
birth, and inspired them with such sentiments concerning him. Several 
great and iroportanit ends, were answered by this visit ; it shewed to sue- 
'ceeding generations, beybnd the possibility of a doubt, that there was an 
expeci alien, among the heathen nations, that a great king weold at this 
time appear amongst the Jews ; and it is manifest from lience, that there 
were prophecies amongst the Crentiles, which inspired them with a con- 
stant hope, that some great things would be done for maoklnfd by this 
esaked person. And it is supposed, that these great men, when they re- 
lumed to their own country, published abroad through various nations, 
the tidings of what they had seen: and fillihg the world with the expec* 
tations of the kingdom of the Messiah, prepared the various nations for 
Ibe reception of his glorious gosp^. Thus, while the Jews continued ia 
the blindness of obstinacy and unbelief, vast multitudes of the Hcwthena 
received the gospel, rejoiced in the truth, and dwelt under the benige in- 
fluence of the great Sun of Righteousness. It may further be noted, that 
the coming of tliese philosopbers to Jerusalem at this time, on such an 
errand, produced the determination of the Jewish council, that it was the 
language of the prophets, that Bethlehem was destined by heaven to be 
the place of our Redeemer's birth. And it may further be observed, that 
the seasonable . presents made . to the holy family, by these beneficent 
and learned strangers, enabled the good man to support liis family in 
Egypt, where they soon after this were seni by divine direction, to escape 
the murdering fury of that execrable tyrant Herod. 

The wise men being departed to their own country, ** the angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young 
child and his mother, and Het into E^ypt, and be there until 1 bring thee 
word : tor Herod will seek the young cfiild to destroy him, Joseph imme- 
diateiy obeyed the divine rniomand, and, for the greater security set out 
from Bethl<^liem in lh(* nig^ht : and taking ai journey of near two hundred 
miles, he seltlrd with liis family in Kgyyt, and there he remained till the 
tyrant wast dead. Herod, in the mean time, having waited for the return 
of the wise men in vain, and kjuuwing ha wa» hated by the Jews, was se 
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Je»lons, discontented, and. wicked, Ihat lie nolislnisted eyery body of plot- 
ting aniinst him ; and perhaps, concluding that the Jews might conceal 
this dSd till a proper opportqnt^ vhould offer for them to bring him forth, 
was toll of rage, and, actuated by the most infernal craelty, sent his i>ol- 
diers to Bethlehem, and the adjacent country, with orders to kill all Um 
young children that were unktt two years old. The troops too puoctoally 
executed the orders of the detested tyrant ; and it is asserted hy historians* 
that fourteen tiiouBand young children fell in this bloody massacre, and 
Judah^s stream* ran infant blood. The horrid cruelty of this transaction 
IS such, that it is almost sufficient to stagger onr belieL But if we conoid* 
«r the cpndoct and character of the man, that he was grown old in mur- 
der and cruelty ; that he reared his throne in blood ; that he was guilty of 
the most horrid murd/srs to support it ; and, at this very time, was roost 
deplorably miserable by quarrels in his fiunily, and was constantly appre- 
hensive of plots against his life; if we consider, that he had no friend he 
could trust, but was jealous of all about him, and thought his own sons 
conspired to poison him; but we shall not wonder at any d4»grees of wick* 
edness, which such a man, in auch a-sitoaUon, might be* capable of com- 
mitting. But this horrid scene, as it might be expected, was soon follow- 
ed by peculiar and distinguished vengeance, which burst on the inr^piooa 
tyrant, and laid him low in death. In the utmost ag«>nies of mind, and 
liie acntest torments ei body, he soon efler this expired. He ordered the 
execution of his own son but five days before his death, and he comman- 
ded ail the nobiUty of the Jewish nation to be pat to death as soon as it 
was known that he ceased to breathe. But the persons to whom he trust- 
ed to execute this last order, not being so wicked as himself, tlie noble 
prisoners were set at liberty. 

This affecting and terrible slaughter of the mnocents, is palhetically de« 
scribed by the evangelist, in referring to a passage in the prophet Jeremiah* 
*" Then 'was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying. 
In Rama waa there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great 
moumfng ; Rachel weeping for her. children, and would not be comfcrted^ 
because they were not. 

Some time after the tyrant was dead, the angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in Egypt, in a dream, and commanded him to take the young 
child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel : at the same ti^mn 
informing him, that they were dead who sought the young child's life.— 
The good man, without hesitation, obeyed the heavenly vision, and return- 
ing to his native country, designed to have settled in Judea, probably at 
Bethlehem. But when he heard that Arche«aos, the &on of Herod, suc- 
ceeded his father ia. Jodea, and he being a prince of a cruel disposition, 
Joseph judged it imprudent to settle in his dominions ; and hearing that 
Antipas, another of Herod's sons, but more mild & peaceable in his temper, 
was governor of Gallilee, he by divine direction, went thither, and took- 
np bis abode at Nazareth, the former place of his residence, ** that it 
might be fulfilled," the evangelists inform us, ** which was spoken by the 
project. He shall be called a Nazarene." 

'fhe adversaries of our religk>n have not neglected to remark, that 
there is no such prophecy as is here referred to ; but very probably, it might 
be IP. some prophecy which is hot transmitted to us : or, if the very words 
are not to be found, the thing intended is the frequent language of the 
prophets ; for, whenever Christ is mentioned in the gospels, as called % 
Nazarene, it is always looked upon as a term of reproach ; & how applica- 
ble this is to the language of the prophet kaiah, '' He was despised and re- 
jected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; we j)id as It 
ware our facas frnm him ; he was despised, and we esLecrxied him not." 
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CHAPTER VI. 
n» Infancy of Christ and his disputing with tht D^Hori ut tie 

uyoR 

THE fteeount of oar Lord's ohildbood ani yoath is very •l&|;Vtlj toneli- 
«d on in the sacred writings. How he was employed from nit inliuicy, till' 
he arrived at thirty years of age, is not to be foand in anyaiitlieiitielaitory. 
This period includes the greatest part of his life, which is mbaolately un- 
known to the Christian world. St. Luke, who is the most paticnlar in 
bis account of oor Lord^s yonoger years, only tells os, that ** the cfaild 
^w, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom ; and the grace of 
Ck>d wa« upon him." And, speaking of his life at his father's house at 
Nazareth, he informs us, *^ that he was subject to his parents, and that he 
increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man." 

Bat, notwithstanding the silence of the sacred writings, we are not to 
suppose thai the heavenly youth was sulgect to the common frultiei of ha- 
man nature, the follies of childhood & youth. It may naturally be conclu- 
ded, from what is above declared, that the holy child was remarkable for. 
a native grandeur and majestic modesty in his deportment ; that his temper 
iras the most amiable, not peevish and pettish, but all meekness, kindness, 
condescension, and goodness ; and that bis mind was peculiarly tamed to 
seriousness and contemplation. It is reasonable- to suppose, that he was 
possessed of the most amazing faculties and powers or mind ; a strong 
rBtentive memory ; a lively imagination ; a prodigious understanding : % 
penetrating J udg ment ; and a remarkable solidity and scdateness, whicn led 
him to the most sincere and regular piety and spiritual exercises of every 
,^>Jkiiid. It is reasonable to suppose, that he spent much time in private re- 
'^^rement, and in divine meditations, and spiritual converse with his heav- 
enly Father ; and that he behaved, in every respect, in snch a manner to 
bis friends and f'elations as made him the most amiable child in the age in 
which he lived, it cannot be learned from the evaogilests that be had a 
liberal education ; every account we have of the condition of his (^enta 
in th«s world conspires to prove that they were in low circomstancea. 
Joseph was by trade a carpenter. Jusus abode with his parents till hia 
public ministry commenced, and, no doubt, worked with his supposed fo- 
tber at his trade. U ^ is called in one place in the gospels, the carpenter ; 
and in another, the carpenter's son; so that it may be concluded that be 
bad no other learning; than what his parents themselves taught him, and 
what he might ^<)thi r at ihvt synagogue by attending to Jbhe reading of tbe' 
law and the prophsts. Uut it pjay be learned from tbt%ords of the evan- 
gelist above quuled, that the favour of God toward^- him was very appa* 
rent, and that the holy spirit with which he was filled appeared in hia 
early youth. The wonderful advances he made in wisdom, the visible 
atrength and steadiness of his mi r^d, and. the seriousness of his counte- 
naoQQ, beyond what ever was seen before in one so young, were plain vin- 
dicalions of bis divinity, and were evTy day improving and increasing. 

Jt was the general custom of the; Jews to take a journey to Jerusalem, 
and annually attend the feust of the passover. The parents of our Great 
Redeemer, with their numerous relations and friends, when the holy child 
was twelve years old, went to the capital of the kingdom on this occasion. 
Whether the child Jesus had been at Jerusalem before is not certainly 
known : it is ganerally concluded tliat he had not. Having remained 
seven days '^ith them, during thvtr attendance at the temple, he separated 
' faimself froni the company, and, when tiiey set out on their return to their 
own r.ounlry, stayed behind. They proceeded on their first .(lay's journey 
aud did not mib;* him till night, supposing he might be in company with 
some of their relations, who kid be^n at the holy cty oa the same occa- 
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sioi with th€BteWeB, and were now rooming. But inqniring amongrt all 
tbeir kindred and friends, they learnt that be was not in the company.— 
Foil of anxiety and distress, they returned to Jernsatem ; and searched 
•veiy place in the city where he was likely to be found. Two days they 
sovebt bim in vain. On the third day, they foond bim in the outer court 
«f Uie temple, amongst the learned doctors of the Jaw, both bearing tbeni 
and asking them questions. 

In the outer court of the temple, called the court of the people, weiw 
several chambers belonging to the priests ; and here the doctors of the law * 
assembled at the feast of the passover, and at other tiroes, to teach tba 
people ; and not only expounded the Mosaical institutions, but debated 
with one another, concerning the difficulties that occurred. Such youtba 
asapplied themselves to learning, were permitted to converse with the at- 
sembly ; and received such instructions as were necessary to enable them 
to pursue their respective sludiea At this assembly of the doctors, Jesvs 
presented himself, and not only gave attention to their debates, and pro- 
posed sue}] questions, as naturally arose from the subjects under coosider- 
ation; but propounded several difficult ^questions of his own, which, wbea 
the doctors could not clear op, he ezppimded himself to the satisfactiom 
and surprise of all present. 

The learned doctors, with the utmost astonishment, heard the yoaii|f 
cbild manifest such wisdom and deep understanding, as not only exceeded 
men, but such men as were deputed the most learned and judicious amongst 
them. No doubt there was something remarkably majestic and amiably di- 
vine in bis appearance ; & as he led the discourse himself, we may reason* 
ably soppbse, that the question which he debated with the doctors, had re- 
ference to some prophecy concerning. the Messiah ; which he threw sueh>^ 
light upon, and explained in such a manner, as raised the admiration of aQ' 
tbat beard him. It is certainly very strange that the admiration which tb« 
holy child exited in this publick assembly, by his understanding and perti-- 
nent answers, did, not excite some further inquiry after him. But, it is to bt 
supposed, that the coming of such mean persons as Joseph and Mary, who 
appeared to be his parents, very much abated the regard which tbe learned 
doctors of the law would otherwise have had for so wonderful a child ; bat 
things which appear low in the world, are always despised by those lazy 
inquirers aftec. truth, who seek the praise of man, and are only candidates 
for popular applause. 

Joseph and Mary, who had been seeking tbe holy child with the utmost 
apprehensions and concern, found him in this situation with equal sorprisa 
and joy. And thecals no doubt but Jesus, when he perceived the f p- 
proach of bis parents, arose and went with tliero immediately ; taking this 
occasion to withdraw himself hota tbe admiring assembly. His mother 
was very much affected with the appearance of her son, and the place and 
company hi which she bad found him. She gently asked him, '' why 
he bad left them in this manner ?" rather iiiquiiing into the reasons of 
bis staying behind, than des%ning to blame or chide him : for no doubt, she 
perceived tbat be was under divine direction ; yet proceeding to inform 
bim, tbat her hysband and herself had been extremely concerned for him, 
and bad sought bim three days with the utmost anxiety and grief, the holy 
oiiild^with the most amis ble meek oess,informed her, that they need not bava 
wearied themselves. . with seeking him, nor their minds with anxiety and 
oare, for he was under the piotection of his Father, on whose businesf 
he bad been employed. The expressions which the heavenly child used oa 
tills occasion, were not clearly understood by his woiiderirg percnts ; but 
his mother, on this, as on every other remarkable cccoirance in t!)e life 
and conduct of her son, took notice of his words and tieubured thf^m up 
10 her heart ; and the child JEsys, having giver) tlii:) eariy and remarka- 
Isle iottajsce of his diiigeDcg and ready obcdiericc iu v\ i^ wv^vV^m YA\\0ti>6A 
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was to be hereafter employed, now proceeded to give a» open iind mani- 
fest instance of his ctntj to bis pavonts ; for be retorned isitb them to Nat- 
•vetb, and wassulgeot to tbem as before^ Here he remained till he arriv- 
ed at the age of thirty years, and made wonderfal Improvements in wisdom 
and knowledge, being laronmd by God in an extraordinary manner, and 
highly esteeincd, reverenced, an^ loved by all that knew bim. 

Ttoe is nolbing expressly recorded in the evangelisfes, relating to oof 
liord's h(% and conversation, from twelve years old to the time when he 
entered on his poMic minisliy, wbidi was at the age of tbirly ; but from 
Mveral passages of Scripture, varioos drcnmstances may be collected.—* 
It is pkin, from his parents seeking him amongst bis rehitlons and ae- 

S|oaintanec, when be was left behind at Jerusalem, that he was of a fi^niiliar 
riendly disposition ; that be bad no objection to company and conversation, 
and that he lived in familiarity and friendship with ms neighbours and re- 
lations : it is also evident, that though the learned doctors, and the people 
in the temple, were filled with the highest admiration at the abilities and 
knoirWge of Jrsus, when a child ; and, though afterwards, he, nodoub^ 
^ve to Ms mother and some few porticnlar friends, plain proofs of his hetL^ 
^ftkVf wisdom ; yet his conversation with the common people was snch, as 
cast a veil over his divinity ; and the general course of his conduct and 
converse with tiie common people was such, that no noise was made about 
Mm, nor any great things expected from Mm in the Jewish nation, nof 
even in Ms own city. And it is to be supposed, that his mean appearancO 
in the world, not a little contribated to prevent bis being remarked and 
eateemed for those excellent qualities, which must certainly be apparent in 
bIm; for fve find he was afterwards reproached in his own city, for pre- 
tending to teach them, when they knew the meanness of bis extracUon* 
•nd his ilKterate edocation : *' Whence," they cried, *< hath this man tbii 
Wisdom, and these mighty works? Is not this the carpenter's son ? Is not 
tiis mother named Mary, and Ms brethren James, and Joses, and Simon, 
nnd Jndas ? And his sisters, are they not all vrith us ? Whence then bath 
thii roan all these things ? 

And it may further be remarked, that the blessed JESu»did not give 
Ktmseir any airs of soperiority amongst his brethren and friends; bat meekly 
condescended to attend to the meanest employment, asastin^ the necessi- 
tics of his parents with his labour, and not being desirous of popular ap* 
plause. For as it is to be supposed, that he weekly attended on the read- 
ing the law a!)d the prophets in the synagogue, was It not surprisbg that 
he eould hear the erroneous expositions, which, no donbt were frequently 
made, and rem^iin silent at Nazareth, after he had diiputed with the learn- 
ed doctors in the temple, and silenced the wise men of^Jerusalem ? Herein 
appears tlie most profound humility, and consummate wisdom of our Lord, in 
concealing his superior knowledge and understanding, when he might have 
gained the admhtition and applause of his townsmen, and have been justlv 
revered and esteemed by all. It is supposed that Joseph did not live till 
CiiaiST began ln» public ministry, because he is not mentioned in the 
Gospels, after Jolm l>egan to baptise. Some of the antient writers have 

Sretend4*d to inform us what was the particular sort of carpentry which 
oseph carried on : they say, it was making plows, yokes, ana instromenta ' 
of husbandry for his neighbours. And it is not unlikely, that oor Lord 
lived with bis mother, and assisted her in carrying on the trade, after her 
husband'^ dealh : and hence, it is supposed, he Is called by St. Mark, 
'* The car^jctiter, the son of Mary,'* 
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CHAPTER VIL 

bf the Beaih of EltzaietA^ and the Murder of Zacharias. The preach- 
ing ofJbhn the Baptist; his office, and Manner of Living : He 5ap- 

' iiseih in Jordan^ and rebukem the Pharisees. Christ is hnptiscd:, 
and receiveth a Holiness from^ Heaven. John the Baptist imprisoned 

and beheaded by Herod ^ at the instigation of Herodias. 

» ^^ ....... 

WE mast now pass over, in tbe history of tbe life of Christ, t peri* 
#d of eighteen years ; all the accoimt Ihe evangelists give of oar Lord, 
during this time, is, that he dwelt at ICazareth, and was subject to his pa- 
rents. But, having passed pver this time in silence, all the evan'gelista 
agree in giving the history of his entrance on his public ministry, and the 
prqpairatory preaching of his great forerunner John the Baptist. 

When oar Lord was about fourteen years of age, the emperor Augustas 
djl^, after a teign of about forty years. Great was the grief of the yi^hole 
emjHre, at his death, for he was a prince of such a disposition, and reigned 
with snch wisdom, jufctice, and goodness, as gained him the love of his 
subjects. He was bocceeded by Tiberius, the bon of his wife Livia, by a 
former husband- Tiberius was admitted to a share in the government tw9 
O]^ three years before the death of Augustus, and now succeeded without 
opposition. He was a pihce of a disposition vastly different to that of his 
predecessor, and £;ovf!rned the empire in such a manner, as rendered him 
justly hated by his aubjccls. Archelaus, the son of Herod the Great, bad 
been deposed from the government of Judea, about tliree years before th« 
death of Augustus, and that counliy was reduced Co a Roman province. — 
Rufus, who was govorror of Judca, when the emperor died, was recalled 
in the second year of l*Iberius, and Valeriua Gratus was sent to succeed 
him.. He, having continued in Judea about eleven years, was recalled, and 
succeeded by Pontius Pilate, a man of a fierce, irreconcilable spirit^ and of 
a craisl, covetous disposition, loo much like his master Tiberius. 
. Herod Antipas, the son of Flerod the Great, was tetrarch of Galilee^ 
which dignity he had enjoyed twcnty-eigth years. His brother Phillip was 
tetrarch of Itnrea^* and Lysanias of Abilene. The dignity bf the high 
piiestbood was vested in Caiphas, the son-in-law of Annas, who formerly 
had held that' high office, and now was reverenced by the people as high- 
priest, and probably assisted his son-in-law in the escculion of the sa- 
cred duties of pricsLhood. 

Such was the state of the Jewish nation at the lime of the opening of 
the glorious gospel ; for in the first year of the government of Pontius Pilate, 
<Hhe word of God came unto John^ Iha son of Zacharias, in the wilderness." 
The sacred writers have beien silent, with regard to the manner in which 
this extraordinary man passed the former time of his life; but there is aa 
ancient tradition, that Elizabeth, hearing of tha terrible slaughter which 
that execrable tyrant, Herod, made among the young children at Beth- 
khem, fled into the wilderness, to secure her child (rom his murdering 
cruelty and rage ; and there attended him with all the care and tenderness 
of an affectionate mother. The child was about eighteen months old at 
tlie tiine of her flight, and about forty days after her abode in the desart, 
ike died. His father Zacharias, the next time he ofiiciated in the temple, 
"was slain by Herod, because he would not discover the place of his son'f 
retreat. The helpless infant, being thus deprived of all assistance from his 
parents, the Lord, who had a great work for him to accomplish, bad 
mercy on him ; and sent an angel to be his defender and support, till he 
was able to provide for himself. Whether this tradition is true or false, 
eannot be ascertained ; but it is a certain-Act, asserted by the evangetists, 
*'that he abode in the desart till the day of his shewing uuto Israel." 

Some learned men, who have been at great pains in endeavouring to ^ 
tiM precise time wbeji the prophet John bes»n his public xninUU^^ bax% 
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€xed it to ihe month of October, and it the time of the procltrnttloit of* 
yctr of jobilee. Tbey aay, that his preaching began on the great day of 
atonement, wbfll the high priest went into the holy of bolies. This wat 
a particular day of penitence, and, it is said in tbe law, whosoever did oot 
afflict his soul, should be cut off from the people. This day is supposed 
to answer to our nineteenth of October, ana was the day whereon, by tbc 
solemn sounding of trun^)ets, the thirtieth jubilee of the Jews was pi^o- 
claimeid, which was the kst they ever saw. 

lliis extraordinary person, in his appearance, and his way of life, ver^ 
much resembled the ancient prophets, particularly Elijali, to whom he 
l^ad been compared in propbeey. The coarseness of his clothing, and the 
hardness of his fare, were very remarkable : his garment was made of 
Vamer.s hair* probably the eackcloth so often mentioned in Ibi sacred wri- 
tings, to be worn by penitents and mourners ; and his food, tbe wild pro- 
ducti(Sns of the wilaerness ; locusts and wild honey, were his only provis-' 
ions, and his drink, the clear cold water which hobbled from the mossy 
spring. In this situation, he began the work of God, and preaebed iik 
the wilderness of Jodea, '' Repent ! for the kingdom of Heaven is at 
land." Tbe remarkable austerity of his life, and the air and appearance 
of tbe old prophets, which be assumed, commanded reverence from th^ 
people; and his whole demeanor, being so particularly adapted to the 
doctrine of repentance which he taught, engaged the attention of 
ihe public. Nor is it any wOnder, that great notice should be taken of 
so remarkable a person, at a time when tbe whole nation earnestly expec- 
ted the appearance of the Messiah. And as he preached the necessity of 
lepent&nce, because the kingdom of heaven was at band, and had it 
ooromission from God, to baptise in water, those who confessed their sins, 
and adhered to his ministry, great numbers of all ranks, sects, and cbarac<' 
ters, surrounded bim io the desart, and, confessing tbeir unworthiness and 
sinfulness^ were baptised by him in the river Jordan. 

John when be began his ministry did not come to Jerusalem, or the ad« 
jaceot cities of Judea, but continued about the banks of the noted river Jor* 
dan, which, on many accounts, seemed proper to favour the designs of his 
preachings ; for there bad been so many wonderful things transacted near 
thb sacred stream, that it naturally prepared the minds of tbe people to ex- 
pect something extraordinary. Near the banks of this river it was that the 
prophet Elijah, who was the type of John the Baptist, was taken in a fiery 
chariot up to heaven : and what coutd be more natural, than to see the great 
person, who was the Elias spoken of by Malachi, discover the spirit an4 
power of that great ancient prophet, near the stream which formerly was 
divided by tbe stroke of his mantle. 

A circumstance which ereatly surprised the Baptist, was the great num- 
bers of Pharisees and Saddocees who attended, his ministry, and came to 
bis baptism. The Pharisees, he knew, pretended to the highest degree of 
sanctity and holiness of life ; and the Saddocees believed them would be 
DO future state of rewards and punishments. It was therefore surprising, 
ibat either of these parties should seek after remission of sins, for the for- 
iher pretended to have no sins that required pardon, and the other nothing 
to expect after death, as the consequence of them. Nor can we suppose 
that John, when he began his ministry, expected to see the whole natiotk' 
&o much affected with his tbnatenings as was really the case ; for he knew 
i)iat the common people had a great dependanc^ on God's covenant with 
Abraham, and expected to find favour with the supreme Governor ami 
Judge of the universe on that acetount: to check their daring presumption 
sbid discourage every hope of dmJhe favour, while Ihey lived ungodly and 
immoral lives, he Mdressed them in this alarming language, ** O genera- 
tion of vipers I who hath warned you to flee fVom the wrath to come ^. 
firing fbrCh fruiti thtrefore worthy ef repenttnce, and begin ii»ft to sajr 
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wc hwt Aiirtliaiii to oar fatber : for I say onto yoa, that Crod is able of 
' these itones to raise up cl^ren to Abraham. Aiid now the axe is hud im« 
to the loot of the tree ; every tree therefore, which bringeth hot torth 
^ood frait, is hewn down and cast into the lire." The Baptist thus de- 
aioiished every hope of divine acceptance arising from the covenant Ood 
nade with Abraham ; and proclaimed to the world, that the glories of hil 
kingdom woald shortly be revealed and a way of acceptance opened, tv 
which a hearty and sincere repentance of sin was a necessary preparative. 
The awfttl manner in which this great raan pronounced these solenm 
troths alarmed and terrified the nation ; and u^ taxed moUitade crowded 
aronnd him, fall of anxiety and trooble, inquiring what they should do. — 
In answer to this, he informed them, that a heariy and sincere repentance 
of their sins, should be accompanied with acts of mercy and benevolence. 
'< He that hath two coats,'' said he, ^let him impart to him that htilli 
none ; & he that hath meat, let him do likewise.^ Amongst the multitndef 
which surrounded this wonderful man, were numbers of publicans, who 
were ooilectors of the Roman taxes. They were on that account, odiont 
to the Jews, and had rendered themselves more so, by injustice and ex* 
tortioD. As theirs was a particular case, they applied to him for particular 
advice, and his answer was, *^ Exact no more than that which is appointed 
you." Similar to their case, was that of the soldiers; who being men 
trained up to cruelty, slaughter, and all the terrors of war, and whose pay 
was so scanty, that they were very apt to plunder for subsistanco ; thej 
were exceedingly terrified at the awful vengeance denounced by the pro- 
phet ; and, with the utmost seriousness & concern, inquired of him what 
they should do ; to which he replied, <* Do violence to no man, neither 
accuse any falsely, and be content with your wages." 

The Baptist commenced his preaching six months before Christ wai 
baptised, and vast multitudes resorted to him from Jerusalem, firom othei* 
parts of Jodea, and even from Galilee, deeply affected with his discourses, 
dreading divine vengeance, and confessing their various vilencss, they were 
baptiaed by the holy man in the river Jordan. He was now generaHy 
known and acknowledged for a prophet^ and so universal was his reputa- 
tion, that we read in the Acts of the Apostles, of some brethren at Ephe- 
eos, and ApoUos of Alexandria, who had received the baptism of John ; 
which proves that he was resorted to from foreign countries ; and the 
dawn of the Sun of Righteousness was seen beyond the limits of the land 
•f Israel. 

Though John received his baptism from heaven, we are left in the dark 
concerning the name or names in which he baptized : the administration of 
that ordinance, in the sacred names of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
seems particular to the institution of it by Jesus Christ himself. 
■ This constant and unremitting course of preaching, delivered with holy 
vehemence, and the utmost force of expression, accompanied with a man- 
ifest innocence of life, and a noble zeal in the cause of God, which re- 
proved vice and error, however iSattered or however highly exalted, so fa^ 
prevailed on the pec^Ie, that they would willingly have persuaded them- 
selves that John was really the Messiah ; for it if very probable, that the 
vision which Zacharias had seen in the temple, the coming of the Eastern 
•ages to Jerusalem, the prophecy of Simeon, the discoprses of Anna, the 
perplexity of Jerusalem, and the cruelty of Herod, wer6 fresh in the mindt 
of the people, and by them applied to the Baptist. They were ready t# 
acknowledge him the Redeemer of Israel ; and put the <question to him; 
^* Whether be were the Christ ?'^ A deputation or priests and Levites was 
tent from Jerusalem, to ask him the qimtion in form ; to which he ab- 
ruptly replied, " I am not the Christ" They then proceeded to enquire 
whether he were the prophet Elijah ; to which he answered, ^^ I am not.*^ 
They then enquired whether he were eae of the incieot prophet*} U» which 
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be replied io tks negative. '< Who tbeo art tboa," thej enqairad, ^ and 
what answer maj we give to them that sent as? What sayest thou of 
thyself?" To which he reptied, " 1 am the voice or one crying in tba- 
vilderncsf, make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias,** 
The priests and Levites then.enqoired, *' Why baptizest thoa then, if tfaoa 
be neither Christ, nor Elias, nor one of the ancient prophets ?" To this 
the Baptist ansa'ered, '* I baptize with water, bat there slandeth one a- 
mong you, whom ye know not : he it is, who coming after me, is preferred 
before me, whose shoes latchet I am not worthy to unloose ; he shall bap- 
tize yoa with the Holy Ghost, and with fire ; whose fan is in his hand, and 
be will tboroa^hly yarge his floor, and will gather the wheat into his gar* 
oer. bi:t the chaff he will born with fire uoqoenchable." 

While John remained at Getbabara, beyond Jordan, oar great Redeemer 
thought proper to leave his retirement at Nazareth and repairing to bis 
forerunner, who was baptizing in the river, he proposed himself a candi- 
flate for baptism. He, who was perfectly pure and holy, could not stand 
)a need of the bapli»«n, of repentance, bat being willing to honour the 
institution, he 'offered himself to John, proposing to be ^ptized. John, 
li^ a prophetic spirit, knew the '' i«aiubjof God," acknowledged his sope- 
riority, and would have declined the task. *' I have need to be baptized of 
thee, and comest thou to me!'' cried the ho!y man. Jesus calmly replied, 
^' Suflfer it to be so now« for thus itbecometh us to fulfil all righteousness.'^ 
Our great Redeemer did not think proper to explain the case, and lay 
down the reasons why it was necessary for him to sabmit to that institution : 
but, by this reply, gave the Baptist to understand, that the divine will re- 
quired it to be done ; it having a tendency to promote the great end for 
which they bolh came into the world. Tbi^ good man's scrnples being re- 
moved, the Son of God descended into the stream, and received the sacred 
rite at the hands of the holy prophet The exalted Redeemer ascending 
from ti)e water, kneeled down on the banks of Jordan, and prayed with 
great fervency to his heavenly Father. As this holy rite was preparatory 
to his entering on his public mlnislry, no doubt he prayed for the assist- 
ance of the Holy Si^iiit, in the great work which lay before him. His 
prayers were heard ; a fiood of heavenly glory immediately illaminated the 
whole concave of the sky, and the Eternal Spirit, arrayed in beamy light, 
whose whiteness exceeded the new fallen snow, appeared in the shape of ii 
dove, hovering over the head of the Saviour of mankind : at the same time^ 
a voice, awful as the thunders of heaven, yet soft and pleasing as the most 
delightful music, proclaimed to the wondering multitude, '* This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom. 1 am well pleased.*' This manifest testimony from 
heaven, oif the divinity of Jksus was received with wonder and joy by the 
"Baptist : *^ For he thut sent him to baptize with water, the same bad said 
cnto him, upon whom thou shalt see che Spirit descending, and remaining 
on him, the same is he that baptizeth with the Holy Gho$t." And, con- 
£rmed by this appearance and heavenly voice, bi^yond all possibility of a 
doubt, he immediavcly cried out to the astonished beholders, ^* This is he 
of whom 1 spake, ile that comet*h after me, is preferred' before me, for 
he was before me ; and of his fuUnesi have we all received grace for grace : 
for the law was given by Moses, bat grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 
?^o man hath seen God at any time: the only begotten Son, which isrin 
the brj*<om of the Father, he halh declared him." 

. John contiiiacd baptizing'and preaching at Bethahara, near the banks 
of (lie river Jordan, at which place Jksus came to him, whom when tbo 
prophet jav* he cri;jd out, " Behold the Iiamb of God, who taketh away 
the sin of tiie world ;" and on every occasion ar.d opportunity th:it oTeret^ 
the holy man pointed out ihc Redeemer of j£.rael, and proclaimed him to 
mankind. 

John afier this, coDtinoed preaching and bapti::ing: his discourses wecc 
d«li?eVcd with suck freedom and plalnuess and at the same time wiih such 
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itaergy tnd f pirit, as gave him a commanding influence over the minds of 
his hearers. Foil of the Spirit of God, he regarded not the -frowns of the 
nighty, nor sought the prai^ses of men. With holy boldness, impartial - . 
freedom of speech, and the high authority of a teacher sent from God^ \ ■- 
Be reproved the vices and miscarriages of vA\ orders of men. He 'spared 
not the hypocrisy- of the Pharisees, the prophaneness of the Sadducees, 
the extortion of the publicans, the rapine of the soldiers, nor the lewdness 
l|pd incest of Herod himself. That prince, who was tetrarch of Galilee, 
had taken to wife a princess, whose name was Herodias ; sha was daogh- 
ter of Aristobolns, one of the sons of Herod' the Great, by his qaeen 
Mariamne., Her father was put to death by the old tyrant, when he was 
in so.mach perplexity and distress, on account of the troubles and quarrels 
in his family. This princess was afterwards married to Herod Philip, te- 
traich of Iturea, her father's brother ; she had now eloped from her has* 
band, and lived with Herod Antipas. This prince was affected with tha 
powerful plainness, and authoritative simplicity of tha preaching of tha 
Baptist, and frequently attended on his ministry. The prophet, as he 
spared no vice, nor man who was guilty of it, however esteemed or exalt-* 
ed, warmly expostulated with him on the wickedness and lewdness of his 
life, and sharply reproved him for his incestuous marriage. The haughty 




ed and reverenced by all men: Herod therefore endeavoured to gratify 
her revenge by casting the Baptist into prison. Here the holy man re* 
mained several months, and his pablick ministry ceased. 

While he was thus in conjfinement, he heard of the miracles which Jesus 
daily wrought, and his public ministry and preaching. 13ot our Rtnieemer 
Dot having taken such steps as the Jewish nation expected from the 
Messiah (for the prevailing notion was, that this great person, whenever 
he appeared, would set up a temporal kingdom, and reign over all the 
oarth) the Baptist seemed not to be thoroughly satisfied with his proceeding. 
I)is chusing. a company of illiterate fishermen to be his discii^les, and 
avoiding all popularity and applause, seemed not to promise the rising of 
{lis kingdom. The good man therefore sent two of his disciples to the 
Son of God, to inquire into the laeanin'r of these things^ not directly, but 
Father seeming to hesitate whether he wereHhe Messiah or not : *^ Art thou 
he tliat should come, or look we for another?" It happened when these 
disciples came to our Lord, he was employed in publishing his gospel, 
healing the sick, casting out devils, and restoring sight to the b!ind. He 
did not therefore think fit to return a direct answer to the question of 
John, but referred him to the works he performed, and the miracles he 
wrought: *< Go and tel! John," said he, ^' what things you have seen and 
heard ; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the gospel preached 
unto them." 

John oontinued long in prison, and was mortally hated by th? incestu- 
OU6 queen : but it was not in the power of the enraged princess to procure 
his death. At length an opportunity offered, and the prophet fell a victim 
to her vengeance. Herod the tetrarch of Galilee, with whom she lived in 
adultery and incest, made a great feast for the celebrating his birthday, 
to which he invited his courtiers, the chief officers of his army, and the 
nobles aori^reat men of the country. At this entertainment a young 
damsel, nSaed Salome, the daughter of the queen Herodias, by her for- 
mer husband Philip, entectained the noble cospany, and dignified the 
royal feast by her skill and graceful dexterity in dancing. This gav<? so 
much satisfaction and pleasure to the company, especially to the king, that 
jie promised, with an oath^ to give her whatever she desired y andassartd 
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Imr, that her rQ|o«tt alMuld not be dwied* were it for fatlf of hia kingdeflk 
The yooDgdamtel wu not willing to make «o importaat a demand witk>» 
•at the advice of her roothier. . The enraged princeasy hating now an op* 
pfft-tuni^ to accompllib her revenge on ..the prophet, to whom she bore %i 
mortal hatred, commanded her danghter to demand the head of John ths. 
JQaptift Thi8 repeat the danuel aooa presented at the throne. The 
king, as he little expected sach % demand, was verj much coacerned i 
l.et as he bad given his oath^ and was not willing to seem little in the eje» 
eif his guests, he gave immediate orders that John should be beheaded 'm. 
private, in the ci^tle where he was confined. The orders were immedi. 
atdy escecnted, and the bloody head of the prophet was broagbt into fch# 
iianqiieting room« and given to the damsel. She took the cruel present 
to her mtHhcc, who beheld with moch satisfaction, the fall gratification of 
ker gre«t revetoge. Thas fell this great and illastrions person. His disci^ 
pies hearing of his death, came to Herod, and^ begged the body of their 
master : they buried it in a decent sepulchre, and knowmg that John ha4. 
always esteemed Jesus to ba tha i^ssiah, they came and infi»rm<fld hioa 
•f this moorafBl event 
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CHAPTER VIll. 

Christ afttr his Baptism is driven hy the Spirit into the fVildemesSf 
where Aefasteth Forty Days ; during which Time he is tempted of th0 
Devii several fVays^ but overcometh him in all of them : Afterwards 
Angels admimstir unto him, 

OUR Messed Saviour, having been baptized in the river Jordan, and 
baving received the testimony of God, in the most manifest and gloriona^ 
manner, amidst vast numbers of spectators, declaring him to be the Son of 
the Most High, now prepared to begin his publlck ministi7, and enter upon 
the great work for which he came into the world. 

Jordan, in which oar great Redeemer was bapti2ed,was the most consid* 
arable river in the land of Canaan, and ran almost from the northern to the 
toaUiem boundaries of the Holy Land. It ran a great way through tha 
wilderness of Jodea which was not called a wilderness becanse it was quite 
oninhabited, bot because it was more wild, uncultivated, and less inhabited 
than the rest of the country. The river Jordan, like the Nile, overflowed 
its banks at one season of the year: it was much infested with lions* and other 
wild beast, who, being driven out of their dens by the rising of the waters, 
tpread themselves ever the country ; henee the allusion in the prophet^ ^^ he 
comes like, a lion from the swelling of Jordan. 

'The exalted Savioar of mankind, when he began bis public ministry, 
did not seek to aggrandise himself, or court the honour or applause of men. 
li might have been expected, that, preceded by his forerunner the Bap« 
list, and with a blaae of divine glory round bis head he weald have went 
la 'Jerusalem, the seat of power, and made known himself atid his pre- 
tensions to the great men of the kingdom. Bat the meek and Juvly Jesus 
shunning every thing that was grand and noble, retired to Wr dlesart.— > 
The evangelist Mark informs us, that he was driven of the Sjfifil into tha 
wilffemess: it is not to be supposed, that he was driven by all}' irresistible 
power, but by the Influence of that Holy Spirit which descended on him at 
his baptism, and always resided in him. The design of this retirement, 
aa daabl^ was; that by sofitade, oaatemplatiofi, UKi apir^tsal coaverse 
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mkh lAi fieatetily Father, he vaf^ preoore binielf fbr tlid |mt work 
wbidi hij before bim ; and by bafaiog tlie teiii]ftatioiia of the eiHt spiril, 
might triumph oTer the grand enemy of mankind in oar itead, and point otfl 
to ns the dnty of withstanding his temptations. ^ It behoved him In aB 
things to be Mice to hn brethren^ that he might be a mercifkl and faithflfl 
Ugh-prieBt: for in tibat fae bath snffered foeine tempted, he is able to tne- 
eonr them that are tempted.'' That part of the wiideraeis into which tba 
lloiy Jesus retired, is supposed to be aboat fonr miles from the river Jor- 
dan, and twenty firom Jemuilem. It was in respect, a dismal and anepai- 
fortable ntnation, dry, barren, and waste, surrounded by vast craggy moon- 
tains, frequented by wild beasts, solitary, dreary, and forlorn. 

In this dreadful retreat, our great Itedeemer remained forty days (tha 
same time which Moses was in the mount, when he received the Jaw) a- 
midst the bowlings of beasts of prey, and the constint temptations of wick- 
ad spirits, who, no doubt, used all their arts to interrupt nis meditationa 
and distofh his peace* The desart was barren and dnr, it produced nothing 
to eat ; nor was there any water to alfoy the thirst. The Son of God fastea 
forty days, being sijpported by divine power ; at the end of which time, ha 
felt the calls of nature, & the painful sensations of hunger and thirst. What 
our Lord suffered from the temptations and delusive arts of the wicked 
spirits, daring his forty days abode in the desart, is not particularly record-- 
ed ; but it seems at the end of that time, he was attacked by the prince of 
apostate angels himself. It is not to be supposed but a spirit, so subtle 
and vigilant, roust be fully acquainted with the late manifestation of divine 
glory, which had, at Christ^s baptism, declared him tl>e Son of God ; nor 
could he be ignorant of the circumstances attending his birth, and the vari- 
ous testimonies of his life, fiut the great adversary of maukuid, though ht 
mast certainly be convinced that he was an extraonlinary person , seema 
not to be folly satisfied, that he was the Son of God ; and to prove this im- 
portant point, took this opportunity when he was afflicted with hunger and 
thirst, to ply him with his temptations. The wily tempter approached the 
holy Jesus, very likely inhuman shape, and, knowing the extremity of his 
hunger expostulated with him, why he would endure soeh hardships, when 
it was in his power so easily to find relief. <• If thou be the Son of God,** 
9t\d he, ** command that these stones be made bread." This temptation, 
seeming so hind and haimless, was the mere dangerous : the crafty fiend 
designing to allure our great Redeemer to some superfluous aetsofhis di- 
vine power, to supply his present necessity, which might have been contra- 
ry to an entire resignation and obedience to the will of his heafenly father : 
but our Lord repelled this insinuating temptation, by quoting the words Of 
Moses, which miplled, that God, when ha pleases, can by extraordinary 
means, supply the wants of his creatures, and provide food for the support 
of the human race, ** Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
of God." 

' The crafty fiend repulsed in this first open attempt on the blessed Jeitirs; 
proceeded to a second trial to iosnare our exalted Saviour ; in order ta 
which, it is asserted by the evangilist, *< that he took him to tha holy city, 
and set him upon the phmacle of the temple." Our great Redeemer must 
be hurried through air to the distance of twenty miles : it is supposed 
he was set upon some spire on tlie south side of the temple ; probably ois 
that part which was called Herod's tower, which was built upon the edge 
of a rock, mder which was a valley of prodigious depth. Josephos writes* 
that he thala^was on the top of this tower, and looked down to the valley ■ 
baoeath, bis head would immediately swim, and grow dizzy ! nay, it was 
farther than his very eyes could reach the bottom. At this giddy height. 
the crafty tempter set the blessed Jesus, and thus addressed him : *Mf 
thoQ be the son of God, cast thyself down : for it is written. He shall give 
his aagels abarge caactrnirg tbi^a, and in thair hands shalUkw^ ^%xVV5s.^^ 
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lest at aoy time thoa dash thy foot against a stone." Tbai, by i pcMifl 
.and matilaled qaotation from the Psalms, the creat adversary of mankind 
attempted to .draw, aside and ovicrcome their only Saviour ; the words ^* to: 
keep thee in. all thy ways,^' were not to the artful tempt^^s {ta^pose, and 
therefore were craUily omitted. The tendoncv of this^ temptation seenn to 
be the exciting our Lord to presnmc too much upon tbe divine protection, 
in his present state of humility and submission ; and as he depended oa 
the word of God, when he was in danger of being famished in the wjlder- 
ness, tbe tempter quoted the same word to assure hiai, that God woald 
fend his angels to perserve him thoogb he - should leap from that stopeaT 
doQs height. And, perhaps, the malicious fiend might secrelly hope, Uiat^ 
if.tihe Lord could be prevailed upon to make the cjcperinient, he would be 
dashed to pieces with the faD, and .all the apprehensions of tbe infernal 
powers, on his account, would then hs^ve been at an end. Rut the blessed 
Jrsu^ was not thus to be ovcrconxe : lie stood fixed on the iromoveablii 





to try the goodness of God, c? the resillty cf his pDlcrnal care in our pre? 
S^^rvHlion, by putting ourstrivcs iota URCc;;es£ary dani^or, or making wild 
and cxlrav&gant experiraeyts of uis protection. 

shame, yet 

deceptiour 
informs us, 

that ftum''th§ pinnacle of the tci3ple,.tfas devil took our. Lord '' to the. top 
of an exceeding high moanlain, &nd shewed him all the kingdoms of the 
world, aijd the glory cT them." The crafty deceiver here thought to work 
upon our Saviour's ambition i and, doubtless, by the [lowersof bold encbantr 
iiK-nt, he filled the wido-strcchcd landscape with vast palaces, cities, tern- 
^.ics, towers, fleets, and armies, chariots, warriors, foaming steeds, and all 
Ihe mighty, povireri of sovereign ^rei^tness: which poinLijng in order to our 
Redeemer's view, '* all these things/' said be ** will I. give thee, if thou will 
fall down and worship me." To this boldness and blasphemy, the holy 
.-f Rsrs gave a sharper rebuke than he bad done to the other temptations, 
and plainly mamtV&ied his divinity, while be assumed a commanding author* 
ity, worthy the Son of Gojd, "Get thee hence Satan,"' he cried, <' for 
it is written, thoa sbalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt tboa 



serve." 



The frightened firnd now cooid stand no longer ; he had received such 
a defeat, as convinced him that all further attempts were vsjn : his eyea 
wore dazzled with the divine glory wTiIch shone around thie Son of God ; 
and it rnay be supposed that he fled murmuring to his subject fiends, com* 
plaining gf bis sad defeat, and giving them instructions, to use all their ior 
fernal a-ts, to influence the minds of men, fill them with rage against theif 
only Saviour, and prevent their believing in him, and receiving his glorioui 
gospel. 

The grand deceiver, thus defeated and, flrd, a squadron of bright char* 

nbs descended from the heavenly woild, ci.-ngraluiaiing the exalted Sar 

riour of mankind on his victory, and adnrnist-ring '.o his necessities, suck 

, fupp'ies fi'oni thj ccL-c^tial regions, as cnublod him to pursue th& ^eat 

work wliicii !:» was low to enter upon. 
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CHAPTER IX 

CjiKif T begins hU PubHc Ministry. His first MtraeU at Cana* 17$ 
goes to Jerusalem at the Passover ; performs several MtracUs ; dears 
ike temple of ^ Traders ; and Aoids a Conference with Nicodtmus. 

IT was during tbe retreat of oar great Redeemer into tbe desart, and 
tds abode therei that tbe Jewi^ Sanbedrim lent the deputation of prieUs 
and Levites to John the Baptist, as before related ; and be having openly 
and honestly informed them^ that he was not the Afessiaby they returned 
to Jerusalem. 

The next day after their departure, the Son of Grod, haying defeated 
the cunning, and disappointed the wiles of the great enemy of mankind, 
returned from tbe wilaerness, after an abode there of forty days, and cama 
to Bethabara, where John was baptising. The holy Baptist, knowing that 
the great design of his coming into the workl was to prepare tbe way for, 
and lead the people to the Messiah ; no sooner saw the exalted Saviour of 
mankind, than he pointed him out to the people as the object of their 
highest regard and reverence : *^ Behold," he cried, '' tbe Lamb of God, 
which taketh awky the sin of the world f ' And that it might not be sup- 
posed, that he declared him to be such a dignified person, without suffi- 
cient grounds, he proceeded to inform the attentive muHitude, that ha 
had received a full assurance of this truth at the time when he baptised 
him, by the appearance of the Holy Spirit, in the shape of a dove, viubly 
resting on his nead, ** John bare record, saying, i saw the Spirit descend- 
ing like a dove, and it abode upon him, and I knew him not ; hot he that 
aent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, upon whom thoa 
shait see the Spirit descending and remaining on him, the same is he that 
baptiseth with the Holy Ghost ; and I saw and bare record, that this it 
tbe Son of God." After this pul^c declaration of his great forerunner, 
Jesus departed; but returning the next day to the banks of Jordan, th« 
Baptist being there with two of his disciples, he no sooner beheld tbe holy 
Jksus, than he repeated and confirmed his former declaration, which was 
made to the multitude, '< Behold the Lamb of God." It is probable these 
disciples were absent when Jesus wasbaptised,and the Spirit descended on 
him, while a voice from heaven declared lum the Son of God. This plain 
and positive declaration of their master, excited their curiosity, and filled 
them with a strong desire to be further informed. To this end they follow* 
idJESUfr, no doubt desiring to be acquainted with this extraordinary 
person. Our great Redeemer, knowing their intentions, turned towards 
them, and with that condescending kindness and complacency so natural 
to him« took them with him to his house. We are informed, by the evan-* 
gelist John, that one of these disciples was Andrew, tlie brother of Simon 
Peter ; the name of the other is not mentioned, some suppose it wa^ tlie 
evangelist himself. They, by this invitation, gained an opportunity of 
conversing with the Saviour of mankind, and that conversation, joined 
with the declaration of thieir master the Baptist, fully convinced them of 
tbe truth of his missioii, arid they esteemed and reverenced him as th» 
great Messiah, the long expected Redeemer of Israel. 

S6on after this, Andrew found his brother Peter, and with the utynoit 
joy and elevation of heart, brought him to Jesus. The Loid immediately 
called him by his name, and informed him» that he should hereafter b* 
called Cephas, whieh is, by interpretation, a stone, or rock. Tho day 
lb>iowing, Philip, an inhabitant of the town of Bethsaida, was so hmy 
M to come in company with the great Redeemer; Jttsus commanded bioi 
to follow him , which that disciple immediately obeyed : perhaps he might 
not be unacquainted with the character of the Son of God ; or if he waa^ 
the call of the great Saviour of sinners wis accom^naML ni^ ^^o^tainar 
festalioni pf iifia^ power, that he gladly olMsjad. 

B 
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Soon mftcr this, Philip came in romptny with Nathtniel, an inhabiUnl 
of the town of Cana in Galilee: Nathaniel is thooght by tome to be tbe 
tame person who wan afterwards called Bartholomew, ^ilip toM hinn 
that they had fonnd the Messiah, that great person foretoM by Moses and 
the prophets; and that hit name war *' Jr. so a of Nanarelh the Son- of 
Josrph.*' Nathaniel well knew that, according to the ancient prophecies, 
^e Messiah was to be horn at Bethlehem : and that he was to belong to 
the family of D^f id ; and as Nazareth was a very low and vulgar pUce, tie 
could not' believe that !>o exalted a person thonldidweU in buch a contempt- 
ItHe city. & expressed his sarprise, by inqairing, '* can any good thing come 
out of Nazareth !'' In answer to this, Philip referred him to the person he 
Ikad mentioned, and desired him to go with him, and tee whether what be 
bad reported was not evident from the plain marks of soperior greafcneta 
and divinity which «p|»eared in this extraordinary man. Nalhaniei, how^ 
ever mean and despicable his opinion of Naiarstb might be, woold not 

five way to Iris prejudice so much, as to be prevented from embraciDg so 
appy an opportnnity, and therefore accompanied bv Philip, went to visit 
the Saviour of Israel. His ingenoous and candid disposition, woold not 
premit him to reject the p^eten^io^s of Jksus without eKaminaUon and 
trial ; and, being introduced hy his friend, and presented to tbe Lord, the 
stranger immediately heard his heavenly lips pronounce this honoraMe 
character, applied by our great Redeemer to Nathaniel ; ** Behold, an it- 
raelite indeed, in whom is no ^ile." Tl>e good roan was very moch-sor« 
prised to hear a perM>n he liad never seen before, address him in this man- 
ner, and for his satisfaction in this misterious point, inquired of our Redeem* 
er, how he came to know him so well, aa to be able to give such a desciip* 
tlon of his character? Jksvs, with a condescending smile replied, that, be* 
fore Philip called him, he taw him nnder the fig tree. It ib reasofMble-fco 
suppose, that Nathaniel had been under theiig tree at his private dorotions ; 
and doubtless, had expressed such sentiments, in the effusions of his piona 
heart, as entitled him to the noble character which our Redeemer had give^ 
him ; and it is plain that he perceived, from Christ's answer to his in- 
f|uiry, that he knew what was done where he wes not present, and wasfa^ 
)y acquainted with the thoughts of the heart ; therefore, with the foltaHt 
conviction of mind, and the utmost surprine and joy, he cried out, *' Rabbit 
Ihou art the Son of God, then art the King of Israel." Our Redeemei^ 
approvinjr his faith, proceeded to inform him, that he should hereafter see 
fofter and clearer proofs of bis divinity ; ** Because 1 said, I saw thee under 
the fi^-tree, believest thou ? Thou shall tee greater thtnf»8 than theses I 
fay unto yod, hereafter ye shatl tee heaven open, and the angelt of God aa* 
ccnding and descending upon tbe Son of man»" 

' Our Lord having thus-given manifest proefa of hit 'divinity, and called 
live disciples, was the third day after, withr his mother and thfta*, in- 
vited to a marriage fea^A at Cana, a sitwil town, not far distant from Na» 
arcth. His mother, it may reasonably be supposed^ was either a relatiea 
or intimate friend of the married pair ; and it happened, at the supper* 
Ihat they were scarce of wine : she had often, no doubt, been wftness^ef 
the supernatural power thbt attended her son, and as she wbold willingly 
lave every thing so conducted, that there might be no reproach faU OB 
fcer new married frtends, she applied to him, perhaps, expecting he would 
^ork a miracle for their supply. Jrsus, upon receiving the information 
fit>m hts mother, repliefl, with- a hind of gentle rebuke, «* Woman, what 
bave I to do witii thee ? mine. hour is not yet come :" intimating by tbis^ 
that tlie time for his working- miracles in Galilee was not yetapproachei; 
bnt his boginess lay in other parts of the Kingdom. His mother does nM 
leem by this reply, to have given np her hopes of his doing something for 
lier friends in this neeettity ; and^ therefore,. she ordered the servatits puiMf- 
tnaJJj to perform wfcata v er he commmiisd ^ nor was the mitUken in her 
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««|ip09iUoTi ; for onr Lord kin41y coDdesoendod, by his miraciilout power 
Id rette?e hU friendi, tnd to coaviDce hU now duciples oC i\» difinity of 
their master. He ordered t4ie servants to £11 six water-not8,eacb containing 
about twenty gallons, with water ; the seryants obeyed, and filled tbem op 
to the brim. The whole* in a moment, was cbaoged into the most excef 
leAt wine; " Bear/' said o«r exaked Redeemer, '•^ to the governor of tbf 
feait :" the governor ignoFanit of the miracle, and highly pleased with tbo 
diliciens fUvonr and richness of the wine, which was moch soperipr to 
what they had drank before, applied to the bridegroom, and, in the heiaring 
of the company, informed Urn, that he had acted contrary to the oommoB 
0nstom of feasts. '' £very man at the beginning,'' Hud be, *< doth set forth 
good wine ; and, when men have well drank, then that which is worse, but 
tbou hast kept the good wine until now.'' The bridegroom, doubtless, wat 
atncb surprised at this aocoont, and upon inquiiy, found that this ezceh 
lent wine was produced by Jesus, in a miraculous manner. This miracle 
was the first which our blessed Saviour performed ; by it he honoured the 
institution of marriage, convinced his diseiple« that he, in reality, was the 
Son of God, and the Saviour of Israel, and spread his fame over all the 
eountry around 

It must be acknowledged^ that the enemies of our religion, who diHv 
gently watch for every opportunity to cast contempt on the great author 
ef ft, have presumed to censure and ridicule this first miracle of our Lord. 
They represent the affair, as though the evangelist bad reported our Sa- 
viour to have miraculously produced this wine, afier the company had 
plentifully drank, and hence would insinuate, that he was a friend to drunks 
enness. They might, however, . have spared their mirth if they had pon* 
sidered that the words of the governor of the feast, before quoted, do not 
imply that any of the company were intoxicated, but only that it was the 
eostom at such feasts to bring the best wine first. Besides, our self con- 
ceited and impudent cavillers, might have given themselves time to consid- 
er, that, though the Jewish marjriage-feasts lasted seven days, our Lord 
did not order all this wine, whk^ he miraculously prodoced, to be drank 
at that solemnity : nor is there oee circumstance in the account of this 
feast, which gives the least intimation that any of the company were iq.- 
toxicated ; and it must be supposed that, when they hod discovered the 
miracle, they would liave so much reverence for the divinity of the person 
ef our Lord, as would prevent them from making such bad use of his 
vrine, especially in his presence. Nor ean it be inferred from the quantity 
"of wine which our Lord thus miraculously produced, that he would eoa* 
nive at intemperance, and furnish the means of excess : it rather ought tp 
be concluded that, by this miracle, he inteided to make a seasonable and 
valuable present to his friends, which might serve for their use, when the 
solemnity of the feast was over. And, it nuy fortber be observed, that by 
converting so large a quantity of water into wine, our Lord prevented all 
objections that might have been raised against the muncle being true ; for a 
small quantity of wine might have been easily procured to carry en the de- 
ception, when so large a quantity could not : so that, if it be admitted that 
these water pots were ever so large, there can be no objection raised against 
the design of the miracle ; nor can it be charged with giving indulgence te 
intemperance, any more than the plenty which the all- bountiful Creator 
showers upon the vineyard and the field : so that, notwithstanding the Bb^ 
jections and cavils which may arise from false wisdom, this first miracle of 
our Lord appears to be, in every respect, worthy of God, and beneficial te 
man. 

The passover, an annual feast of the Jews, kept in commemoration of 
their preservation, when the Egyptian first born were sbuD by a stroke 
from heaven, 'being at hand, and our Lord designing to be present at 
the leait, he departed from Quiey tnd takmg Geperneem in Ids wayi he 
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demui, being tn otter ffcr^nger to this doctrine, and tbiokiog oar Locd'» 
wordj» had 11.1 figurative allusion, but bad refereooe to a natural birth, wai 
\firy inoch surprised at the ass«rUon ; for he could not imagine that tlM 
teed of Abrabavi stood in need of any second birth, to render them the 
children of God, and the heirs of his kingdom ; and Iherefiwe hastily aod 
earnestly inquired, " How can a man be born when he is old; can he en- 
t^r a second time into his mother^s womb, and be born ?" Oar Lord then 
proceeded to inform him, that his words had not a natural, but a spiritoal 
yieaniog, "' Except a man be born of water and the Spirit,'* said he, " h^ 
cannot see the kingdom of Gad.^ Nicodemus might learn from these 
words, tlut his apprehensions were gross and wide from the purpose ; fof 
if it were possible for a man to be born a second time of his earthly parent, 
he would Dot thereby become so holy and pore, as would render him fit for 
Use kingdom of God: but the birth our Redeemer had reference k>, was 
qf a spiritoal nature, which, by producing that faith which has a li?ely and 
powerful infloeDcc on the heart and life, might prepare the possessors of 
{t for the divine acceptance : '' That which is born of the fieah is flesh ^ 
and that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit." Whatever is bora of wo« 
man, partakes of the imperfections and sinfulness of human nature ; bat 
that which is born of a Spirit, is pure and boly, and prevails over Uiose 
things which render mankind unfit to be partakers of the kingdom of God, 
by implanting a new and powerful principle of action, and working en en- 
tire renovation in the soul, which may very fitly be compared to a new birth* 
Kicodemus, still continuing full of hesitation and surprise, our lord pro- 
ceeded to inform him, that the thing would not appear so mysterious, when 
rightly understood, as bis prejudices induced nim to think it was, bat 
fiiighl, as to the probability of it, be iUustrat€d by a familiar simiiie ; *^ Mar- 
velnnt," said he, *' that I said unto thee, ye must be horn again. Tho 
wind blowelh where it listeth, and thou bcarest the sound thereof, bat' 
canyt not tell from whence it comelh or whither it goeth ; so is every one 
tiiat IS born of the Spirit :" The meaning of these words seems to be, thai, 
though the Intiie renovation of heart, which Christ's religion required, migbt 
S'^m impossible to the blind eyes of carnal men, it misht nevertheless bfli 
true : for in the natural world, there are many things of so fine a texture, 
that we cannot discern them with our eyes, but it is very manifest that they 
l^xist, and ihc.y are vf^ry great and powerful in their effects. The wind is si 
thing altogether invisible, no man can behold it^s body or trace it's molioa^- 
^vca when it blows with the greatest violence ; yet that there is such m 
thing is sudicientiy evident, and the effects of it are universally known : 
thus, therefore, that regeneration, or renovation which is wrought in the 
bcart of man, by the powerful agency of the Spirit of God, though, in itr 
•elf, it be invisible^ and not at all discernible by the sight or sense ; yet, in 
it^s effectSi^ it is a great and plain thing, and rcal!y as great and manifest a 
change in the nature and disposition, the desires and pursuits of the sonl^ 
and conducing as much to all the purposes of divine and eternal life, as the 
birth of man does to this mortal life. 

Though these arguments were plain, and not to be evaded or denied, 
yet, Nicodianus retained his prejudices ; this nystcm of spiritual religiotf 
was contrary to his apprehensions, nor could he st'c how the children of 
Abraham couid stand in need of a renovation and change, equal to that 
which the infant finds when born, to fit them for the kingdom of God ; and 
therefore, the rul«r of Israel inquired, ** How can these things be?" To 
which our great Redeemer rej^lied, that it was strange he should be so hard 
to be inatr acted, "* Art thou a master in I{.rael and k newest not these 
things? Art Ihou a teaclHT of others, and y<3t unable to discern things 
which I have so plainly revealed ? O'lr liOrd thf.n p. oceed(>.d to inforta 
bim that he was certain of the truth of what he had advanced concerning 
the new birth, and therefore it ought to be received ^ but if thcso plain and 
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•asy trttths, relating to the spiritiial imtHie of the Messiah's kio^dom, 
were so slowly received by men of the first eminence and understanding in 
Hie nation, litpw would they be able to comprehend tlte more sriblime uttA 
BoUe doctrines of the gospel, which he ^as come to preach to the sons of 
men. Ocfr Redeemer farther proeeeddd to inform Nicodcnras, that it was 
the indispensibfe dtfty of ntatikind to attend to his ministry, because ha 
came with superior credentials, and higher authority than ever man had 
bdbrehim. Moses had never ascended into heaven, btit received his law 
from the top of Aiooht Sinai : none of the ancietit prophets had descended 
from the blessed abodes, to teach mankind ; whereas the Son of God 
tame down f^om heaven folly commissioned from above : he had been hS- 
volred with the clearest and most es^teifsive view Ibf spiritual things, and 
Was fully acquainted with the dee{>e5£ recesses of the divine councils ; nsy, 
«t this very time, is present with God in heaven, and at one comprehend 
rive, view, behojdest the extent of the universe ; he is conscious to afl Ih* 
ipracious intentions of the King of Heaven towards the human race, and, 
of consequence, must be superior in authority and dignity to Moses, oir 
any other person who hath appeared in the world. 

Out great Redeemer, before the conference concluded, took occasion to 
•el the inquiring ruler to rights, respecting the kingdom of the Messiah, 
concerning wliich he so nofuch wanted to be informed. He gave him to 
understand, that the nation in general, were greatly mistaken in their views 
of that exalted person setting up a temporal kingdom, and assuming the 
authority and command of an illustrious and powerful conqueror ; on the 
cotftraiy this divine teacher explained to Nicodemus, that it was conform- 
able to the language of the ancierft prophecy, as well as the councils of 
heaven,, that the Messiah, when he appeared in the world, should be poof 
and despised ; that he should assume no titles of honour, but be exposed to 
a variety of ihrsery, poverty and wretchedness ; and, of consequence, his' 
kingdom must not be a temporal, but spiritual kingdom ; and the deliver- 
ance, which he came to proctfre for his people, was not from temporal evils, 
hiat eternal wrath. This deliverance he proceeded to inform the noble 
Pharisee, must be procured by his sufferings and death, by which whos6)ever 
believed on him, wojild be reinstated in divine favour, and made eternally 
Kappj: but whosoever refused to receive him as their Saviour, and per* 
tist^ in their obstinacy and unbelief^ would certainly perish for ever, and 
Justly fall into so severe a condemnation, because their unbelief would not 
arise from want of evidence of the truth of his mission, but from their own 
inveterate prejudices, and the habitual wickedness of their hearts and lives. 
V He that believe.th on him is not condemned," said he, *' but he that be^ 
iieveth not^ is condemned already, because he believeth not in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that lighli 
is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, becaustf 
their deeds were etil.** 

This excellent and pathetic discourse of our Lord, had an effect on Ni- 
codemus proportionable to the importance of it ; he not only believed that 
Jesus was a teacher sent from God, but was convinced that he was that 
great person who was to be the Redeemer of Israel. He constantly defend- 
ed him in the coundl ; and when Jesus was put to death, by the impioof 
rage, and unexampled cruelty of the Jews, he, in conjunction with Joseph; 
of Arimathea, begged the body of our Lord of the Roman governor, and' 
bestowed on him the honour of a decani funeral, when all the rest of hia 
AscifleB had forsaken Mm. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Cfl&iST converses viM iht Woman of Samaria^ and reveaUik himsdfi 
unto her : He keais Lie NobUmaiCs Sou e^ Cana, wkUe he lay sick al 
Capernaum. He repairs to Capamium, and having caUed more dUeff 

. pUs^ he preaches in Galiiee ana delivers his Sermon on the Mount, 

THE feait of the pastover being ended, Jissut d^urted from Ja^ 
rQta(em, and went to iome of the obacorer parts of Jodea.; probably 
lie might retire to tbe banks of the river Jordan, where he had been baplit- 
ed, and had received the bonoor of tbe divine approbation, and tbe teiti- 
mony of a voice from bcaven, that he was the Son of God^ The boly 
Jesus, remained here a considerable time, and his diciphes baptised greal 
numbers of people^ while Ids fame was sproid throogh several parts of the. 
conatry. 

John t!ie baptist was not yet cast into prisonjbot continued preaching 
and baptizing, probably at Bethabara, tho place of. his former residenoew 
Some of the Jews hence took occasion todispote with the disciples of John, 
about tbe propriety of this, & wanted to be informed^ whether the baptum 
ofJiisus was not superior to that of their master. Not being willing them-. 
Sflres to decide this controversy, or ans¥rer so important a question, they 
applied to the Baptist himself. The prophet took occasion to remind them, 
lioiv otluB he had declared, that the person they mentioned, was tbe Mes- 
abh, whom God had seat into the world, to accomplish the designs of his 
grace, in the salvation of sinners ; and that himadf was no more than a 
sneMcn^r to prepare the way before this lUnatrioaB person. He Tikewise 
procti^^iled to inform them, that bis own ministry now was on tbe decline* 
and w'uuid soon be at an end ; ** He most increase," said he, *^ bnt I must 
di:crea:»e/' Tlie holy man continued his testimony concerning Christ, 
by giving his inquiring disciples to understand that he was above all ; & as 
much superior to him.as the heavens were above tbe earth ; & though oom- 
paralive-y speaking, no man received his testimony, though he was low & des- 
picabie in the eyt's of mankind, yet he was in tiie higliest estimation in the 
heavenly world ; that he was the well beloved of his Father, and the hair 
of ail things, both in iKiaven and earth ; tliat the fullness of the divine Spir^ 
it dwelt in him, and it was of the utmost importance to mankind to hear, 
b:ilieve in, and obey him. And then th? holy man concluded his ministrj 
\tni\i these remarkable words, ** He that believeth on the Son hath everlast^ 
ing lif:; ; but he that believeth nal the Son, shall not see life, but ihe wratb 
•i* God abldeth on him." 

Soon after this, the holy Baptist departed from the banks of Jordan, and 
leaving the ^ildernexs of Jodea, repaired to Galilee, and often visited the 
eourt of Herod, who seemed to attend to his precepts, and take deUght ia 
his company and conversation : but as the Baptist was too strictly vhiuons 
to flattei* that prince, he took occasion severely to reprimand him, on ae^ 
count of his cohabiting with the princes Herodiai. This roused the rage of 
that haushty woman, who, on that account, procured his imprisonmeat 
and deaib, in the manner before related. 

In the mean ti<ne, the blessed Jksus continued in the wilderness of Jo*, 
dea; gr<?at multitudes resorted to him, attended on his divine instructions, 
beheld the miracles he wrought, and were baptised by bis disciples. Ui| 
popularity daily increasing, it excited the envy of the. Pharisees, on wJiicb 
ac(:ount, our Lord thought proper to retire into Galilee, aad there continue 
that ^reat work he had so successfully be^un. 

In this journey, he passed through Samaiia, and being fatigued with tra> 
Telling, and overpowered with the heat of the day, he sat down to rest by 
tbe side of a noted well, ne«r the city of Sychar (which was reported Im 
be given by the patriarch Jacob to his son Jccepb) while his d icipiet re*- 
pdiiod to the city to purchase proviiieas. 
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%fore their retarn, a wamth tamt (nm tke city to draw water tt tha 
Well, afid Jb8US being thinty, asked her to give bim to drink. The wo* 
man, knowing him to be a Jew, was very nnch surprised at this request ; 
lor tbo hatred between tbe Jews and Samaritans, which had commenced 
Ibiir bandred years before this time, still eontjnoed, and was on all occa- 
Mons carrM no by oach party : «' How it it,'* said she, *« that thou, being 
a Jew, aske.th drink of me, who am a woman of Samaria ? For tbe Jews 
ioLwe ifd dealings with the Samaritans.*' Little did the woman think, that 
iio less a person than the Son of God, requested this small favonr at her 
bands: baa she he^n acqnainted with bis high dignity, she would certainly, 
without hesitation, have granted bis request. But Jesus, perceinng her 
deliy, proceeded to let her know* that be was able to make her tbe most 
B^e and beneficial return for the ftvour he asked. ** If thou," said be, 
** knewest the gift of God, it who it is that saith unto thee, give me to drink i 
thou wouldst have asked of him, & he would have given thee living water.** 
l*be woman siirprised to bear such a declaration, and do doubt, perceiving 
fomething awrally mtjcstic, end divinely amiable in the countenance of our 
Lord, without attending to bis first request, was touched with a curio^ty 
to know who this stranger was and how he coold come at tbe water he spoke 
of : ** Sir," said she, ** thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep ; 
from wheneo then hast Uiou that Kving water? Art thou i^reater than our 
father Jacob, who gave ut -the well; and drank tliereof himself, and bis 
children, and bts eattlo?'^ Jrsus repTied to this question, ** Whosoever 
drinketh of this water shall' thirst again ; but whosoever drinketh of tho 
water that f shall- give blm, sbafl never thirst, but the water that 1 shall givo 
blm/ shall be in }iAm, a well of water springing up unto everlasting life.*' 
Thus this divine teacher, from the efrcumstances of sitting by theside of 
a weU, and the woman preparing to draw water, described, in the most beaa- 
tifol allegory, the efficacy and effects of divine grace, & at the same time re- 
presented the plentftode 9t perpetuity of it's happy consequences, which ro^ 
main to an eternal duration. But the woman, still uiidertanding the words 
lof our Lord in their pkim literal sense, requested bim to give her a draogtit 
of tbe water lie spoke of. that she might thirst no more,nor have occanon t« 
eome daily to ti)at well to draw. Our Redeemer then turned the discourst 
hi soeb a manner, as gave him an opportunity of letting the woman under- 
stafld, that he was acquainted with her former and prerent way of life, and 
«U hep eircumstaoees and afTairs. *' Sir, *' says she, ** 1 perceive that tho« 
art a prophet :" and being convinced of his superior knowledge, she desired 
Ms opinion^ of a question which was a matter of contention between the 
Jews and Samaritans, whether the temple at Jeruialem, or mount Oerizim 
was tfie place where Ood would be worshipped : '* Our Fathers," said she, 
^ wonhipped in this mountain : but ye say, that in Jerusalem is the placa 
where men ought to worship.'* Our Lord, in answer to her inquiry, in^ 
firmed her, that the tinse would soon approach, when the worship of Ood 
would not be ootiflned, either to that noontain or Jerusalem ; but the great 
King of the B«iverse, would be willing to accept all true spiritual worship- 
ers, without any regard to the olace where they worshipped. *^ God,** 
said he, ^* is a spirit ; and they toat worship liiixi, ciust worship him in 
spirit & ift Crath." Tlie woman replied to this, that she supposed this poicfe 
would be settled by the Messiah, who was shortly expected to come, botii 
|yy' tho Jews and Samaritans. ** \ know,** said she, <• that the Messiah 
oomotb, which is ealled Christ : when be is come, he will tell, us all tlungi^ 
To this Jk999 directly replied, **' I tiiat sptike unto thee am he.*' 

Just at the moment when Jcsvb bad told the woman th4t he was tiw 
Mfltosiab, tho disciples returned; and finding their master in dose eonver- 
Irtiofi with one that was a native of Samaria^ and of eortsequeace-an ene* 
'■q^td tho'Jews, and to the temple worsUp at Jemsalemv tbey were very 
farpriied : 4Nit the'-wonaD^ bMinghevd Jss9««al\ ttsBAiiS&^te^VMr 
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s'taT), Tefl bar pUcTier at the well, and ran to the city to poblisb the gTaict li^ 
diiif^s, that the Re.ieenier was then sitting at Jacob's well, and had told her 
X.11 the secret transactions of her life. This declaration filled the listening 
Samaritaiis with the highest astonishment, Ss at the same time raised their 
Gorioaiij ij ££6 thii exlraordinary person, whom Moses and the prophetf 
tiad foreio-ci, Hod of whose appearance there was at that tine so universal 
an expectation. 

Durinf!: this interval, the disciples set before the Lord the provisions which 
tht^y- had 'oecn procuring, and requested him to cat ; bat he seemed little 
to i'e.i;ar<i their intreuties, having turned his thoughts to divine meditations: 
bat being fi:rtl;cr urged he replied, •* that he had meat to eat which they 
knew not of ;^' and gave them to understand, that it was meat and drink 
to him tvO do tht; will, and proceed in the work of bis heavenly father: then 
looking about him, and seeing the Samaritans coming in crowds from 
Iheir c;ly ; he said to hh disciples, •' Say ye not that there are yet four 
monlhs. end then coinoth the harvest? Behold, 1 say unto you, lift up your 
eves, and look *n\ the fields, for they are white already to harvest ; and he 
tiiat reaocth receivcLh wages, and gathereth fruit into life eternal, that 
both he th'.t sowelh and he that reapeth, may rejoice together." By this 
our Lotd i.iftructed his wondering disciples, and let them know that the 
eon version of these Samaritans, who were now in great crowds surround- 
ing him, was a greater sati*>faction to him, than the pleasure he eould re- 
ceive from the refreshment he mi^ht have experienced in partaking of their 
provisions : he let them know, th':it to gather this spiritual harvest, and 5n- 
ish the work of his heavenly Father, was his proper food ; and adding, for 
t>ie encouragement of his disciples, that as they had laboured with him in 
this har\:est of souls, so should tbt*y bu partakers in the eternal harvest of 
joy. which would be the reward of their diligence in the work of God. 

The words or the woman had taken such an effect on the inhabitants of 
Ibe city, thut many of them believed that Jesus was certainly the Messiah ; 
and wh<?n they crowded about him with wonder and joy, tbeir first request 
v/as, that he would condescend to go to their city, and take his abode 
•amongst them. The kind, indulgent Saviour of sinners was so favourable 
to them, that he complied with their petition, and staid with them two 
days. This time he spcnl in preaching the kingdom of God, and instructr 
Ing them in the nature of his religion. Such success attended his ministry, 
that a great number of the inhabitants of the city believed on him, and de- 
dared unto the woman at his departure, ** Now we believe, not because of 
thy saying ; for we have heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed 
the Christ, the Saviour of the world. 

Our i^ord, having thus favoured t-ie Samaritans with his heavenly in- 
structions, h-i left the city Sychar, and continued his journey to Gralilee: 
%nd though he did not expect much honour or esteem amongst his coni>- 
trymen, he would not neglect giving them an opportunity of receivmg hit 
heavenly doctrine. He had performed several miracles at Jerusalem, dur- 
ing the late feubt of the passover, at which many of the inhabitants of Gal- 
ilee were present : his preaching amongst them, in consequence of this, was 
at first attended with great success, and he dwelt some small time at Cana, 
where he had turned the water into wine, and both himself and his doe* 
trines were kindly received. 

While he abode at that city, a nobleman of Capernaum, having heard of 
'the many miracles he had performed, came to him, and addressed him 
with the utmost reverence and respect ; at the same time humbly beseech- 
ing him to come to Capernaum, and heal his son, who lay at the point of 
death. Our Lord was so compassionate, as to comply with the latter part 
ef the request, but thought proper to give the concerned parent to under* 
•tand that there was no necessity for him to take a Journey to Capemaom 
te effect his eare ; for that great Being;, whe was preieot in ail placei^ 
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tnM perform his mighty works, without personally appparins^ at the piact 
where the miracle was wroaght: Jbsus, therefore dismissed the fathi^r, 
with a declaration that his son was restored to health, but refused to ac- 
company him to his city: '*Go thy way," said he, ** thy son liveth." Tht 
Dobleman, not doubting the truth of what our Lor^ had declaretl, depart- 
ed to his house ; but, before his arrival, he was met on the road by hit 
servants, who brought the joyful news, that his son was peiH^clly recover- 
ed. The father inquired, at what time they perceived the Fiist aileration in 
him ; the servants replied, ** Yesterday, at the seventh hour.the fever left 
bim." By this, the joyful father perceived, that his son recovered imme- 
diately as Jesus had spokeoy the words, *"* thy son liveth ;" and was folly 
eonvinced, that this cure was performed by the mighty power of God. 
This amaziog instance of divine power and goodness, fully convinced the 
nobleman, and all his family, not uniy that Jksus was a true prophet, but 
that he was the Messiah, that great deliverer of his people, so long expect- 
ed in t.he world. 

Some short time after this, Jesus departed from Cana, and went to 
Kazeretb. the place where he had been brought op, and where he had 
dwelt till he entered on his public ministry. There, as had been his con- 
stant custom, he went to the Synagogue on the Sabbath day, and altend- 
ed on the reading of the law and th<; prophets. After the passages ap- 
pointed for the service of the day were read, Jesus tool: the book from 
the hands of the person who oAiciated, and or^nned it on this celebrated 
prediction ofth2 Messiah, in the prop'.ecy of Isaiah, "The spirit of the 
Lord is upoa me because he hath anointed me to preach the gospai Ko the 
poor; he hath sent me to h?al the bioken-hearttid, to preach deiivcra;ice 
to the captives, and rucovcriog of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them 
that are bi'uised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord." 

it is the opinion of some learned and judicious commentators, that our 
Lord read this passage in native Hebrew, which was then a dead language, 
and as it was known to his townsmen, thit he was not Icjraod, it i xcited 
iiieir admiration, e-pecially when he expounded it i\ith sui-h c'<:uiness (-k 
judgment, and beauty of expression ; and what the more luiscd Lloir as* 
tonishment, he apjiiied it to hi.nsclf: hot as he had performed no roiracics 
in their city, they seemed to be offended: perlrips they imap;:(:od, that the 
place of his nativity should have claimed his first regard, and thai his fiiends 
end townsmen should have been the objects of his peculiar t-aie ; and a:^ it 
appeared, that with a word, he could heal the sick or disrated, at a dis- 
tance it is very likely, they thought that there should not have been one 
sick, lame, or blind person, at Nazareth. That they really entertained 
such sentiments as these, is plain from our Saviour's own words, ^- Ve will 
surely lay to me, physician, heal thyself; whatever we have had done ia 
Capernaum, do also here in thy country :" they seemed to have hinted to 
•ur Lord, that it was unkind in him to heal the nobleman's son at Caper- 
iiaum, and take no notice cf the sick and diseased at Naz'.\reth ; wnich 
being the place of his nativity and residence, should have been a larger 
sharer in his benevolence and care, than those cities which were unknown 
to him, and therefore could have no claim on his goodness. To this insin- 
uation, our Lord thought fit to reply, by giving them an account of the con- 
duct of the two great prophets Elijah and Elisha, who were directed by the 
God of Israel to exert those miraculous powers, which he had given them, 
in favour of Heathens, when many of the people of [irael stood in need of 
their assistance. " I tell you of a truth," said he, ** many widows we:e in 
Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years & $ix 
Bionlbs, when great famine was throughout all the land ; but unto none of 
them was Elias sent, save unte Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that 
was a widow. And many lepers were in Israel In the time of Eliseus the 
fc^'ket 3 and Dpne of them was cleansed^ paving Naaman the Syrian." No 
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fooner hed our Redeemer spoken these words, than the lyntgogae was \n 
»n uproar ; the whole assanibly foamed with rage, and was the more onm- 
\y and tarbnient, becaosc none of them knew how to reply ; bat forgetting 
the solemnity of the SablmCh, they seised the Saviour of the world, and 
took him by force, to the lirow of the hill on which their city stood, tliinlL* 
ing to have thrown him down, and dashed him to pieces ; but no sooner 
were they comf\ to the place wliere thy intended to liavu pat their cruel de- 
sign ioto ezecalion, than they were impressed with awe ; and each looked 
on the other, none daring to make, the horrid attempt. Our Redeemer 
perceiving the consternation they were in, departed fiom amongst theoi^ 
and none presumed to detain him. 

jOur Saviour baing thus treated by the blind, oatrag:eons fury of hii 
toirnsmen, and the cruel usage he had received, he removed bis place of 
residence, and for some time abode at Capernaum. This was the capital 
city of Galilee, and was built on the borders of the lake of Geneaareth. 

It may not be improper in this place, to give a short account of this lake« 
It is called, in the Old Testament, the sea of Chinnereth ; but, in the 
Evangelists, it lias three several names : it is called the sea of Gahlee, from 
the province where it was situated ; the sea of Tiburia^, from a city of that 
name on its western shore ; and the lake of Genesaretti, from the name of 
a considerable part of Galilee, extending along its western shore. Ac* 
cording to Josephus, it was twenty-two miles in length, and five in bceadih : 
the bottom l>eing of gravel, rendered the water both clear and good tasted: 
it wus said to be softer than either fountain or river water, and at the same 
time so cold, that it would not grow warm, though exposed to the rays of 
tlie pun in the hottest season of the year. The river Jordan runs through 
this lake, and it abounds with plenty of excellent fiah, and some sorts that 
arc not to be found in any other place. 

The countries surrouuding this lake, according to the above mentioned 
historia -. were fertile and popaloos. especially the two Gatilees, .which con- 
tained > great number of towns and villages, the least of which included 
fifteen hundred souls. On the east side, were the cities of Chorab-n, Beth- 
saida, Gadara, Hippon ; on the west, Capernauiu, Tiberias, and Tarricbea. 
From all these advantages, it was a common saying among the Jews, that 
God had a peculiar love to the sea of Galilee: and if we consider, that, 
added to the above named privileges, it was so ofien favored with the 
presence of our great Redeemer, we must allow that the observation was 
just; for freqacnt were his excursions on these waters, while he dwelt at 
Capernaum ; and once he honoured them with his pi essence, and worked 
a miracle in their streams, after he had risen from the dead. 

It was the divine will, that Jesug should spend a considerable time in 
preaching, and working miracles, to confirm the truth of his divine mission, 
and instruct his disciples in the doctrine which they were afterwards to 
preach through all the nations of the world. He did not choose to tako 
up his abode at Jerusalem, because he knew the opposition which he woukl 
incet with from the Scribes and Pharisees, the chief priests and rulers, and 
the great men of the nation. The ambition and envy of these men would 
never have solTered so celebrated a teacher as J&sun CHaiST, to have re* 
sided amongst them. Our Lord therefore chose to reside at Canernaumi 
where he had lately, by restoring the nobiemanU son, procured himself 
friends, and he was sore of a kind leceplion. Nor is it unlikely, that so 
great and benevolent a miracle should be generally known in the city, end 
not have influenced the minds ot the inhabitants in favour of our Redeem- 
er, while it prepared them for the reception ul'hi» h'iavculy doctrine. Th*i 
city seemed a place iu|e;hly ooavcnient for tlie ej^ecuticn of his great and be- 
nevolent designs ; for '\i being the capital of the country, and nearly hf^ 
deriog on the lake, it was frequently crowded with merchants and tradert.;, 
Tvhd, on Uieif ratorn te their ies;etftiie eoimiries» eiifth^ apread tb? repofl^ 
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mi wM they OHght be eye md ear witaeeMf of ; mud l>y tint maaTw ihm 
miraclefl and doefcrine of ihe Saviour of tlie world, might be related Sa 
4iffereAt placet. It was in the city of Capemaanii end the adjacent cikiee 
and fillages bordering on the lake^ that our great Redeemer Ipeot two oat • 
0f three years of bit pnhJick life ; moit commonly going to Jcnitalem at 
Ibe pttblic feasiS, but returning. He frequently preaebed in the Bynagngdet 
on the Sabbath day, not only in Capernaonii but in the other cities of Gal- 
ilee ; and otlten the country villagei* the fields^ the mountains, the plaint, 
and the waters of the lake were blessed with his presence ; and his liea- 
venly doctrine was learned by the attentive multitudes who followed bim» 
to bear his words and see his wondrous works. 

It was in one of these excursions, that he called Simon, and Andrew.-* 
These disciples were following their occupation of fishing on- the Me : 
th^ had known him before, and immediately followed him. Soon after, 
he saw James, and John, who were busy in the same employment: hit 
called them also, and they readily obeyed. Perhaps, they might have been 
acquainted with our Redeemer oa the fianks of Jordan ; or if not, hit 
call was accompanied with such a manifestation of divine power, that all 
their scruples were overcome, ancl with a joyful readiness and elevation of 
mind, they followed the Saviour of the world. 

Accompanied by these disciples, our blessed Redeemer took a tour 
through several cities, towns, and villages in Galilee : the time he spent 
in this progress, is not particularly noted by the evtngenlists, but we are 
told, that he wrought a great number of miracles, that he healed the dis- 
eases of those that applied to him, and performed such wonderful works, 
that his fame drew great multitudes of people after him, not only from 
Galilee, but the remotei' parts of Jadea, and even from beyond Jordan : 
nor was the fame of the wonders he performed, confined to the land of 
Israel, for the inhabitants of Syria brought their sick into the province of 
Galilee, to be healed by the Saviour of mankind. 

The blessed Jesus, perceiving himself followed by a vast multitude of 
people who all crowded around him, with the utmost earnestness and at- 
tention, ascended a mountain that was near at hand, and placing himself 
on an eminence, while the people stood on the sides of the hill, he addres- 
sed the listening throng from thence ; and with the most intelligent sim- 
plicity and plainness, joined with the most powerful heart-affecting energy, 
be inculcated in them the moral precepts of hi« religion. 

He began his divine discourse, with the doctrine of happiness, a subject 
which had claimed the first attention of the schools of the Philosophers, 
and the wise men of the age ; and a subject, which, in its own nature, 
claims the consideretion of every intelligent being, and the more so, at 
ihe wisest of mankind have differed very much in their definitions what 
true happiness is, as well as the means by which it is to be attained. The 
Jews in general concluded it to consist in opulence, grandeur, and glory ; 
on that account they wished to see the Messiah's kingdom, because they 
supposed it would be a temporal dominion, and that a golden sceptre, in- 
stead of a ^^ sceptre of righteousness,*' would be the ** sceptre of nil king- 
dom ;" and so prevailing was the opinion of the tempof al reign of the 
Messiah; that the disciples themselves retained this notion, till after bis re- 
eurreetion, and probably were induced to follow him at flrst, by iht ezpec« 
tation of high honours and rewards. 




happiness did not consist in tlie abundance of thingi 

stessed, nor in the opinion which ihe world might form concerning 

but in an entire resignation of mind to the will of God, who is per- 

wise and good, who orders and disposes all things with the Utmost 

y and aiaitMti^ lo as ta pramote tht best interelt af bis ^^le ^ 
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and an aeknowledgemeni: of his superior wisdom, and oar own blindneti 
and foil/, tends to tke ease and qaiet of our minds, when we are opprei- 
aed and afflicted, and cannot discern the wise ends of hii dispensations. — 
^* Blessed" said our great Redeemer, '* are the poor in spirit, far theirs ii 
this kingdom of Heavea." And thoagh the sense of our own roeannesf 
and uijworthincss might excite us to mourn, and fill us with sorrotv of 
heart, the divine teacher informed his hearers, that this was a true sign of 
lacceeding happiness: <* Blessed," said he, "are they that mourn, for 
they shall be comforted. Our exalted Redeemer further proceeded to in- 
form his attentive hearers, that true happiness did not consist in the gratifi- 
•ation of their inordinate passions and inclinations, but in the suppressing 
of them, and keeping them within th5 bounds of reason and religion. — 
** Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they 
whicli do hunger and thirst afttsr righteousness, for they shall be filled. -^^ 
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the 
pore in heart, for they shall see God." The divine teacher then proceeded 
to obsarve, that happiness did not consist in whit the world calls conquest 
and glory; for tyrants and conquerors, who disturb the peace, and de- 
stroy the comforls of mankind are most deplorably miserable : bat true 
liappiness falls to the share of those who are lovers of peace, and seek to 

Somote kindness, benevolence, and all the social affections amongst men ; 
r they imitate the perfection of heavenly goodness, which so conspicu- 
ously shines in their Maker, and will therefore be called his children. — 
*' Blessed arc ihn peace-makers," said our exalted Rcdoemor, *' for they 
•iliall l« called tlia children of God." Ani if these holy and amiable per- 
sons, ihould not at first fi.ii that happiness, which they are entitled to ai 
heirti of hravcn ; though they should be reviled and persecuted by the 
wicked of this world ; though they should be Ucpriv,*d of their com- 
iorts, and undergo the severest trials ; yet the great Saviour of mankind, 
pronounces them blesseJ. " Giessed" said he, *' arc they that are perse- 
cuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.^' Solid 
contentment and true happiness, the heavenly teacher informs us, are not 
to be expected from the praise of men, nor from the noise of popular ap- 
plause, but will hereafter be the portion of those who are falsely reviled for 
their integrity and uprightness, and their steady attachment to the truth ; 
such persons measurably partake of the sufferings of Christ : and it wat 
by thcisc persecutions, and the conleaipt of the world, that the prophets 
have been in ail ages distinguished. "' Blessed are ye when men shall re- 
vile you, and p^r.<i<^ciitc }ou, and say all manner of evil against you falsely 
for my sake. Ucjoicj, and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in 
heaven ; for so persecuted they the prophets which were befoi-e you. 

Such were the declarations of tiie Son of God, with reference to the hap- 
piness of man ; after which, the blessed Jrsus addressed himself to bit 
disciples, and pointed oat their duty as preachers of the Gospel, designed 
by the sovereign Ruler of all things, to teach his will, and lead others in 
the paths of eternal happiness. But, as the doctrine which he had advanc- 
ed was so di/ectly contrary to the tradition of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
our Redeemer thought it necessary to info(;m his disciples, that he had no 
intention to destroy the m^ral precepts confined in the law and the pro- 
phets, but to fuUl and confirm them. Nothing is more firm, and fixed on a 
more immovable bas<s, than the great precepts of morality: these, b^ing 
copied from the perfections of Goi, must remain fixed and immovable r 
the eternal lawsot' righte.nusnes3 cannot be altered ; heaven and earth will 
pass away, but the moral law of God will always remain the same. This 
our great Redeemer strictly cnjoin'jd his disciples to inforce in ths strong- 
ast manner, both by precept and examp'ie ; and ''.Hve them several instijw 
ces in which the Scribes and Pharisees had interpreted the moral Kavplii^ 
too loose and carelsis a manner, ile then cundeacendiMl to assist t|i^|i(j^ 
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dOTOtioni, bj teaching them that excellent form ef prayer, which it callei 
by hi« name, and is in constant nse amongst Christians. 

Our Father which art in Heaven. The great Creator and Pretcrrer of 
men, may be, with the highest propriety, called our Father ; for it is to 
his almighty power, that we owe our existance ; he is, in a peculiar and dii- 
tingoishing manner called the Father of spirits, because he alone is- the aa- 
thor of all spiritual existance. The form of our bodies owes it's original to 
his boondless, onerring wisdom, and all our active powers are the prodooo 
of his all-creating goodness. Nor is it only by right of creation, that tha 
eternal God may justly claim the title of our Father ; but the same endear> 
ing appellations is due him on account of our daily preservation : he watch- 
es over uj, with the care of a father, and we are constantly made sharers 
in the benefits of bis paternal tenderness and protection. But there is still 
another and more emphatical sense, wherein God is the Father of his peo* 
pic : it is by the almighty power of his spirit, that they are regenerated ; 
and this great work is frequently, in the New Testament, styled being bom 
of God t by this it is, that poor, lost, undone sinners, are formed anew, so 
that, partaking of his divine nature, they become his children indeed, and 
are permitted to lift up their ejes to the great King of the universe, and 
call him their Father. In the former sense, God is the Father of creation, 
and a parent to all his creatures, good or bad : but in the latter sense, he 
is a. Father only to his own people, who urc converted by his almighty pow- 
er and spirit, enabled to believe in his Son, and to live such lives as are con- 
sistant with the rules of his gospel. Father, is the most grand and ma^;- 
nificent title which can be found in the whole compass of nature, and it 
conveys the mo&t honourable and lovely idea that can be formed in the 
human mind : it is particularly happy in marking the essential character of 
the true God, who is the great Father of the universe. This noble and ten* 
der appellation, not only displays him as the first cause of allthings, bot 
gives us a beaullful and lovely idea of his tenderness & care, which be ex- 
tends over all his creatures, wiiom he nourishes with an affection, and pro- 
tects with a watchfulness and care, vastly superior to any earthly parent 
We are permitted and encouraged to call the eternal God our Father, to 
encourage our hope in his goodness, and mercy, in grantin;; us every re- 
quest that is not improper to be. bestowed : for a father would not deny a 
petition to :: child, it it was in his power to give, and the petition was fit to 
be granted : ai:d at the same timL\ our being permitted to call God our Fa- 
ther, should raise in us an holy emulation, by exciting us to consider what 
sort of children we ought to be, who claim so high and honourable a rela- 
tion. And our being exhorted lo call God our Father, in the plural num- 
ber, ought to put us in mind that we are brethren, the children of one com- 
mon parent, and that we should love one another in sincerity, and nincere- 
ly, and fervently pray for the good of each other. 

Which art in Hea'vcn. By these words, we arc commanded lo ex« 
press the glory, majesty, and power of the great God : his presence is not 
confined to the heavenly worlds ; the heaven of heavens cannot cont^n 
him ; the whole univene lies open to his eye : his presence extends itself 
through the infinitude of space : at one vast comprehensive view, he be- 
holds the whole creation, past, present, and to come, heaven is his throne* 
and earth is his footstool ; the night and the day, the darkness and the 
light, are equal to him, he sees all things both in heaven and in earth; 
*^ even bell is naked before him, and destruction hath no covering.^' Bok, 
by God^s being in heaven, we are to understand, that thii is the place whero 
hii glories are plainest seen, and where he is best worshipped. 

Hallowed 6e thy name. By the name of God, the Hebrews undcrstooii 
iiie divine Majesty himself, all his attributes, and his works ; and therefore, 
WVareto underbtand by this petition, a desire in the worshipper, that the 
bOMir* dignity, glory, and majesty of the great Cceator, nay ba di«^\a^«4 
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ftnd exalted smongst nlen ; as macb at thoagh we should pray, may thy 
•xisteDce be onivenalty beb'eved, iby tupremacy over all things acknowl- 
edged, thy goodnets believed and confided in, and may all men Urink well, 
lionorably, and worthily of thee, of ail tby workt, and all iky wayi, and aU 
thy deatings towards thera. 

Thy kingdom come. May tby glorioas gospel, and tbo spiritaal king* 
dom of tby Jion, be extended over the whole earth ; and may all Ignoranee, 
•operstitbn, idoktry, and iniquity, be driren before the giorioiu rising of 
the Son* of righteousness. 

TV&y wUi be done on earth, as it is in heaven* May the sons of amn bo 
Inrned from darkness to light, and from sin and Satarn to the knowMgo 
of thyself, and hy the divine aids of thy Spirit, may they be enabled to do 
thy will, as steadily and sincerely, tbongn not with such perfection, as it 
is done by the angels of light in the heave nlv world. 

Give us this day our daily bread. Be pleased, O thov great Parent of 
the iinivorse ! who snppliest all thy creatures from the rich fountain of tby 
fullness, to give as, day by day, such a portion of thy creatorecOmfertSy 
as may enable ns to serve thee with cheerfulness and satisfaction of mind. 

And forgive us our debts, as xoefargive our debtors. God being the sa^ 
preme and righbeons Governor of the world, ha hath a right to ponish 
those who brcati bis just and equitable laws. The suffering of punishment 
Is therefore a dehiy which sinners owe to supreme justice : and when wo 
are commanded to pray, that God wUi forgive us our debts, the meaning 
is, that he will remvt that dreadful punishment due to our sms. This enor- 
mous del>t, the ffveU Kiog of the universe, on account of the satisfaction 
which his justice has received, in the blood and righteousness of his Son, is 
ready to forgive to &.U that believe in him, with such a lively and powerful 
fallh, us produces a steady and prevailing obedience to his gospel. Bat ibo 
infinite mercy of God in forgiving our transgressions, ought at all times to 
be remeiribered by us, in such a manner as to soften our mindi), and inspire 
them with a readiness to forgive those who have transg;ressed ap;ain8t ua. 
We give bat a |M>or evidence, that by a sincere and influential faith, we are 
become partakers of divine forgiveness, if we indulge ^n unforgiving tehi* 
•per of mind, and pursue with inexorable and implacable resentment, those 
who have transgrifsscd against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, h\U dclizer us from eviL Deliver oi, 
O thou eternal Father of our spirits ! thou great maker and supporter of 
the feeble frame of our t)odies! from such temptations as thou knowest will 
be too hard for us. Preserve us, O Lord ! from such temptations as are 
too powerful for human nature, either by removing them from us, or grant- 
ing such a measure of thy grace, and such assistance from the holy Spirit, 
as may enable us to overcome. Make us sensible, O our God ! how weak 
and frail we arc ; may we never presume on our own strength, but depend'* 
ing on thy grace, may we, in thy might, be enabled to overcome all our 
spiritual foes, and be preserved to thy heavenly kingdom. 

For thine is the kingdom, the potver, and the gU}rt/tfor ever and ever. 
Thou, O God ! art the eternal, universal monarch, thy kingdom is an ever- 
lasting kingdom, and thy dominion cxtendeth over all : the government 
of the universe is thine, and thou rcignest the great independent lyng of 
the creation : thou, by thine infinite power, f^rst didiit esUiblish, and now 
preservest the stupcnduuus frame uf nature : all power in heaven and eartb 
IS in thine hand, thou cakist do what thou pleasest, and none can stay 
thine hand, or say unto thee. What doest thou? Thou art able, by thine 
almighty power, to protect and defend all thy faithful servants ; and thon 
■lio!dest omnipotence in thine hand to crush thy daring foes. Thou art all 
.perfect and iW glorious; thou art possessed of every attribute and every 
Ij^fperfection which justly renders thee the object of supreme adoration and 
^HK dalight cf the whole ratlvnil and int ;Il?geot orsation. We adore thine 
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Almichtf, thine imBtitiblo power; we fteerile tby bouDtl^A% th'nc un 
weuaMe wiidom ; we mfeftnee tbine iiiipMtial,thiee inflexible juslict- ; 
wer^pioe in the gloriei of (bine ali-soppoftin^ goodDess: and c?.uU in IIm 
coDtamplalion ortbibe immutable mercy. : Open our cycs^ O Loi^I! lli-t; 
we may see thy fclory. May we bo enabled at ail times to bWsatiil pnii -^ 
tby holy name, and may we hi of the number af Uiose, wlinse delighlful 
employnient wiH be to do tiiy will, and sing tby praises for ever and ever. 

Such WAi Uie prayer which the Son of God, himself delivered to lh<s 
mnltitiide Who inrrounded liim ; from which it may be learned, ihat ihs 
great King .of, the uni verse, who is seated on the exalted throne of heavtn, 
sarrOBoded by angels and archangels, and constantly adored by all the ho- 
K and faappy inhabitants of the upp.er world, is so kind and condescending- 
fy good, as to bear the cries, and attend to the petitions of sinful man. — 
What an animating heart reviving thought it is, that poor, Irail, sinful 
ereatarea are permitted to stand before the throne of the eternal God, and 
Ohll him our t'atber! The glimmering light of the dim- winking taper, v/hirh 
lleeps in its socket, is not more exceeded by the splendour and giory of the 
jum shining in bis strength, than the brightness of the throne, the extent 
of the dominions, the power, glory, and majesty of the great King of tha 
creation, exceeds the most exalted prince on earth. Earthly psi'^ccs >re 
00 proud, and their ministers and attendants so covetous and haughty, Lliu^. 
they are rendered inaccessible to the greater part of Ibelr subjects ; bul tu« 
great Monarch of the universe, the 'supreme Lord of heaven and eurlb. i^ t^a- 
sy of access ; he calU upon sinners to seek his face, and the meanest ^^ 
mankind may at all times have free access to bis exalted throne. liow 
blind and stupid} how regardless of their best interests, how cruel to tlicri!- 
selves are those mep who will not pray! We are poor necessitous clatu^e^ ; 
we stand in need of various blessmgs; God hath all things to give; and 
God bath said, " ask and ye shall receive :" he hath erected u throne o( 
grace, and is at all times ready to bear and answer our prayers ; and ^b;;h 
we be so very deficient as not to pray ? Shall we, when in di»i .'u&:),afi(t 
pressed with the most urgent necessities, stand at a gloomy distance, and 
refuse to ask ? What folly and madness is this ? It is highly incumbent 
on all who have neglected this duty, -to consider their ways, to tre^t^iu'e up 
our Lord's words in their hearts, and daily, with fervent pr^yei, a}tpioacu 
the throne of that God, w!:o is willing to hear, and able to help, in evcT> 
time of need. And when we seriously refiect on this excellent prayer pro- 
posed by the Son of God, and are admiring the vast extent of divine mer- 
cy and forgiveness we ought to remember, that in this prayer, we arc re- 
minded of our duty to forgive one another ; aiul we may learn from hence« 
that a mild, placable y forgiving spiiit, is not only well pleasing to oar 
heavenly Father, but bag a manifest tendency in it's own. nature, to pre- 
pare us, in the habitual temper of our minds, for the for£iveness of God. 

The next point, which our Lord .treated on, in his admirable sermon, 
was the duty of fasting. In this part of his discourse, he severely blaui- 
•d the conduct of the Pharisees, who made the greatest ostentation of their 
religion, and were particularly food of mortification and tasting. Henco, 
that they might be remarked for, superior degrees of strictness and sanctity, 
and appear to men of the most recfuse and mortified dispositions, they dis- 
figured their faces, and appeared with sad and sorrowful countenances ; 
but our Lord enjoins us not to perform our religious exercises, with* design, 
to be seen of men, with all uprightness and sincerity ot heart, to regard the* 
omnipresence of our heatreoly Father, who ^' seeth in : secret'' and will 
V reward openly" all his faithful worshippers. The.divine orator then turn- 
ed his discourse to another sut^ect, and inculcated the necessity of heaven* 
\y-miodedness on his attentive and respectful audience. • So vastly impor- 
Unt .in their nature, and extensive in their duration are the concerns ot the 
«iHi^above. thoie of .tjio b(^y,,tbat it ia \h» highest wiadom of map, closely 
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to attend to heavenly things, and at all times to give them the preference 
to the frail and fleeting trifles of this present world. '* Lay not np for 
yourselves treasures upon earth," said the heavenly teacher, '* where molh 
and rust doih cormpt and were thieves break through and steal ; but lay up 
lor yourselves treasures in heaven, were neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
:kn(J where thieves do not break through nor -steal : for where your treasure 
is, there will your heart be also." The shortness and uncertainty of our- 
rbode in this present state, with the many disasters which may happen to 
us, and take away our worldly possessions, should exicte un not to put our 
trust or confidence in any thing which belongs to this world ; it is greater 
wisdom to contemplate on heavenly things, to consider their superior excel- 
lency, and the rxtent of their duration, with such a fixt and unremitting 
attention, as may work in the soul an habitual desire after them, and pre- 
pare us in the prevailing temper of our minds, for the enjoyment of them. 

Our Lord was the more earnest in recommending this heavenly minded - 
nets to his hearers, becaose it was a doctrine which they had not been used 
to hear from their former teachers. The Jewish doctors were, in general, 
strangers to the blessedness and glory of an happy eternity. The rewardi 
(M-omised to the keepers of the law,were chiefly of a temporal nature; & as 
it W4S the gospel of CnRisT, which brought ** life and immortality to 
light,*' the doctrine of eternal happiness was the peculiar province of our 
liedeemer ; and that they might not suppose that the heavenly mindedness 
which he recommended,' was consistent with a covetous and anxious de. 
Sire after worldly riches,* our Lord informs them that these things are di- 
rectly contrary to each other. '* No man," says he, " can serve two mas- 
ters : for either he will love the one and hate the other, or else be will hold 
to the one, and despise the other : ye cannot serve God and mammon !" 

Our Lord proceeded to enforce the heavenly doctrine by ascertaining 
the universality of the providence of God, and his paternal care over the 
l^ast and meanest of his creatures. ** Behold," says he, ** the fowls of the 
air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns ; yet your 
brave.nly Father fcedeth them. Are not ye much better than they ? if 
t!)>; providence of Grod extends to the meanest and most insignificant of 
Ills creatures, and his wisdom hath so conducted his wide creation, that 
tfiere is abundant provision made for the fowls of the air, and beast of the 
field, shall his creature man, whom he hath placed at the head of his low- 
er creation, and made the object of his peculiar eare« be ever anxious and 
rareful, or gloomy and discontented for fear he should not be able to pro* 
cure food and raiment ? How unworthy is this of his superior reason, and 
how dishonourable to his great Maker, and most bountiful Benefactor: 
Thus the divine Teacher fed the most ignorant and illiterate of his hearers 
to entertain great and sublime ideas of God and his providence ; and gave 
them a more elevated and extensive view of the nature of his government 
th«n had been taught in the schools of (he philosophers : for though they be- 
lieved that there was a God, and that he made and governed the world, 
they had but very dark and conHised notions of his particular providence^ 
as it relates to the state of every individual in his creation. This our great 
Redeemer gave them to iinderstand, was ^xed by the universal Governor, 
with more exactness and precision than was generally imagined, and less in 
the power of individuals to alter by thfeir utmost anxity and care. '* Which 
of you," says he, <« by taking thought, can add one cubit unto his ste- 
turr» ?" 

The illustrioos Preacher then proceeds from the anhnaT^ to the veg;elabfe' 
part of the creation, and infers the absurdity of anxious and vexations calls' 
concerning raiment. Can it be supposed that the great Being, who spreads' 
fresh verdure over the fields, and adorns them with those flowers which- 
shine brighter than the golden embroidery which glitters on the pur- 
ple robes of kings, will not provide raiment for his own people ? Will lit' 



LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST. .^\ 

tim clotlietbe inaninmte& neglect the nobleit part of his creation ? "Con- 
sider," laid the exalted Redeemer, «' the liKes of the field, how they grow', 
they toil not, neither do they ipin ; and yet I say unto yon, that even Solo- 
mon in all h'iS glory mu not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God 
8o clothe the grass of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into 
the oven, shall he not mach more doUie you, O ye of Kttle faith ?" Lot 
these considerations excite yod, he adds, to be easy and quiet, patient and 
resigned to the allotments of Providence. ** Seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteoasaess." Make it your first great concern to pursue 
the interest of your immortal souls, and rest not till you have obtained « 
rational 4uid 'scriptural satisfaction that your eternal interest is safe ; and* 
when this great blessing is obtained, be not anxious or vexatiously careful 
concerning the things of time and sense, but rest assured that " all thes^ 
, things," so far as necessary to yonr supreme good, " shall be added unto 
you." 

The exolted Redeemer, now drawing towards the conclusion of his dis- 
course, proceeded to forbid all rash and uncharitable judgment, either with 
regtird to the general characters or particular actions or men* This is tXk 
evil of the most attrocious kind ; mrtocence and virtue often suffer, and» 
however sorry the slanderer may be for the wrong done*, the injury cannot 
be repaired. No character is more hurtful to society and no person mor« 
hateful to God and man than the slanderer ; and our Lord intimates that 
both God and man will resent the injury done to his creatures. '^ Judge 
not,*' said he, ** that ye t>e not judged." If you judge charitably, said tbe 
kind and compassionate, the meek and benevolent Saviour of mknkind ; 
if you make allowances for the frailty of human nature, and kre ready to 
pity And pardon those who have offended you, both your heavenly Father, 
and your fellow mortals will deal with you in the same manner. But if 
you are always ready to hear, and eager to spread slanderous reports ; if 
you put the harshest construction on every action : if you are pleased to 
hear of another^s misconduct, or misfortunes, and never touched with the 
feeling of your brothier*s infirmities ; if you take all opportunites to injure 
him in the opinion of mankind, or pursue him with inexorable and implaca- 
ble reientroeot ; if you are a stranger to mercy or forgiveness, no men^y, or 
forgiveness will you find, either from' offended Omnipotence, or injured and 
insulted man. ** For with what judgment ye judee, ye shall be judged ; and 
with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.'' 

In order to prevent mankind from passing rash and censorious jadgmpnt; 
our great Redeemer advises them to look unto themselves; and if ther 
would carefully advert to their own errbrs and failings, they would Hud 
less time, as well as less desire, to censure the rest of mankind. It fre- 
quently happens that those persons who are most ready to censure and con- 
demn their fellow creatures, and most eager to search out, and expose thd 
failings oC others, are not the most blameless themselves : but frequently 
more culpable than the piersons whom they are so ready to accuse. It is 
therefore with the highest reason that our great Redeemer exorted his hear- 
ers to look i^nto themselves, and carefbliy mend their own faults, which 
wouM be of greater service to them than endeavoring to expose and scan- 
dalize those who are better than they. << And why beholdest thou the 
mote that is in thy brother's eye,' and considerest ndt the beam that is in 
thine own eye : or how wilt thou say to thy brother, kt me pull out the 
mote out of thine eye ; and .behold, a beam is in thine 'own eye. Thou 
hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine owti eye,' and then shalt thou 
tee clearly ^ cast out the mote oat of thy brother's eye." 
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Such arc the si^f eral branchei of moral ric^fateoainess inculefttecl by Qtt 
Son of God ; bujt some arc so perverse in their dispositions and so obsti- 
fiately attached to their evii practices and errors, that it is impossible to re- 
cLiini them ; and tberefore our Savioar advises his followers not to attempt 
it : '' Give not" says ha, ^* that which is hojy unto the dogs : neither cast 
ye your pearls before swino, lest they tread them under their feet, and turn 
ac;ain and rend you." Lastly, that it might not be supposed that the moral 
precepts of Christianity were above the attainment of mankind, our Lord 
l>rocc-.ei]rd to inform hU hearers, how gracious, and foil of compassion, their 
j:eaven]y father was, and how ready to hear and assist all who calif d upon 
bim ; and in consequence advised them humbly to intreat his assistance, 
and at the same time that they exerted their utmost endeavors to do his 
witi, and be found in the way of his commandments *' Ask,*' says be, 
^* and it shall be {;iven ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be 
cpcnf^d unto you : for cv(*ry one that asketh, receivcth ; and he that seek- 
tiih, findcth ; and to him tliat knociieth, it shall be opened.'^ Our Lord 
appals to tlieirown feelings towards their children, as an encuoragement to 
he earnest in their petitions to their heavenly father: *' Jf ye bring evil," 
said he, '* know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your father, which is in heaven, give good things to th^nOi that: 
ask him ?'* But, that they might not depend on the divine assistance with- 
onC the diligent exertion of their utmost endeavsiurs, our Lord immediately 
adds. *' Enter ye in at -the straight gate : for wide is the gate, and broad 
19- the way that Icadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in 
tlh'reat ; because straight is the gate, and ntirro^r is the way which leadeth 
t:>. life, and fevy there be that dnd it." 

The illusUious preacher, befurehe conoloded his discourse, proceeded to. 
ivarn h'» hi^arer^of false prophets and teachers, who would come with fair 
pretenccii ; but tis tlieir lives and conversations were not answerable to their 
profession, nor ho:touruble to the cause they espoused, they were to be 
dcspi»{'dand disres^arded : " Ye shall know them by their fruits," saidtha 
divine leacher ; *' do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles ? — 
Even so every good tree bringetli forth good fruity but a corrupt trea 
bringelh forth evil fruit." It is not the pretences to extraordinary piety 
and goodness ; it i^i :iot tlie most ilaniirig zeal, or the most ardent devotion, 
that will compensale- for a disreg«^rd to Ihi: divine commands, or a depar- 
ture from the on variable rulos of righteoubness and goodness. " It is not 
every one that sailii. Lord, Lord," said the exalted Saviour of mankind, 
*' shall enter iuto the kingdom of heave:? ; but he that doeth the will of my 
father which is in hr?aven." And then he sums uplhe who'e, with a beau- 
tiful and striking siii^ile. intended to demonstrate thes^bsoiute necessity of 
such a regard to tiie words of Christ influenced the mind and determin- 
ed the conduct in an universal and persisting obedience : •' Therefore," 
said hn, *' whosoever hearelh these sayings of mine, and docth them, 1 
will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock ; and 
the rainsdescended.and the Qoods came, and the winds blew, and beat up- 
on that house, and it fell not : for it wa^ founded upon a rock. And eve- 
ryone that lieareth these sayings of mi>ie, and doeth them not, shall be 
likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the) sand; and the 
rain descended, aiu* the Hoods came, and the wjnds blew, and bt'At upon 
that house, and it fell and great ^-as tlie fall of' it.-^ Thus ended o<?r Lord's 
cxcelit nt and admlinbi« sermon. Th« multitudes ^lood around him with 
Ihc utmost attention and surprise. The plain tokens o^ divinity which 5it- 
tcnded his dUcoiiric, j-^ined wiih his all commanding eloqu«;nce, altrarled 
every e^e, aivj attVciviJ c ery hca»t : lulvvhav s;jrjiiscd ihcm the more 
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was, tlie difference of Yas doctrine from what they before had heard ; **for 
lie taoght them as one havin|; anthority, and not as the Scribei." 
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CHAPTER XI. 

€SHfti8T having finished his Sermon on the movnU -^tepatrs to Caperna- 
um, and on his way there is met by a ieprtms person^ whom he cietmses : 
. On his entering the city, he is accosted by a Roman Centurian^ whose 
. servant was ill of the palsy, whom he heals : He afterwards repairs 
to the Synagogue on the Sabbath day, where he dispossesseth a devil ; 
. He cures Peter^s wife's mother rfafever^ and many other diseased per* 
. sons : He travels through Qalilee ; and directs the Disciples to take 
. a great df aught of fishes, 

THE exalted Savioar of sinners, having finished his sermon, came 
down fro n^ the raoontain» attended by a great concoarM of people, who 
iiad listened to his disconrse, with ibe mixt ernotions of wonder and joy. 
Iliey sarroonded the divine person of our Redeemer, with the most re- 
spectful regard, and soon an jocident arose which gare them fresh cause 
of wonder and praise. As he was on his way to Capernaum, he was met 
by a leprous person, who, doubtless, bavi/ig heatd of his wood erf oi works, 
and the condescending goodness with which he relieved theeifiicted and 
diseased, threw himself with the utmost humility at his fi^ and cried, 
^^ Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make. me clean." ■ .■ * 

The species of leprosy common amongst the. eastern nations, and tho 
Jews, was very naoscus and infectious, as well as extremely hard to bo 
cured. Oar Lord was not deterred by this, from, approaching an object 
ffo loathsome ; but, full of pity,, he condescended so far as to tonch bim, 
with, this replyt *^ 1 will : be thou clean.'' • The dire infection immediately 
(led before the touch of the Son of God ; who charged the person, thus in- 
stantaneously healed, not to publish the matter abroad, but g:o directly and 
shew himself to the priest, otifffiing at the same time, the oblations which 
tbe kw ill such cases required. ■ . 

The blessed Jesus thon proceeded to Capernaum, but as he entered 
the city, he was accosted by a Roman centurion, who with the care and 
tenderness of an indulgent master, informed him of tbe dreadful condition 
of his servant, who wa.>« afflicted with a paralytic disorder, and grievously 
tormented with pain. The compassionate Redeemer of mankind, listened 
to his complaint with pitying attention, and replied to his address, that he 
would come and heal him. The centurion thought this goodness too much 
to be expected by one who was not of the Israelitish nation, and, there- 
fore, told our Lord, that he was not worthy so illustrious a person should 
come under his roof; and he, very probably, having heard of the noble- 
man's son, who, while he lay sick at Capernaum, was healed by Jbsus, 
when he was so far off as Cana, desired our Lord only to speak the word, 
and he doubted not but his servant would be healed ; for he believed, that 
diseases and devils were as much under the command of odr Redeemer, 
as his sokliars are subject to the will, and obeyed the word of their com- 
mander. Our liord was well pleased wilh the centurion's faith, and com- 
mended it in the highest terms; *♦ i have not found," said he, •* so great 
lailb, no not in Israel." 
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Tbe belieting strimger, htiving applied the most exalted ideas of tlie di- 
vine power and goodnefs to Jesus Christ, who appeared to be no more 
than a man, our Lord took occasion, from the open confession of his faith, 
to declare tbe gracioas design of his Almighty Father towards tbe Gentile 
world, and gave the sorronnding maltitade to understand, that the divine 
goodness was not confined to the seed of Abraham nor to the land of Is- 
rael : *' And I say onto yoo," said he, ^' that many shall come from the 
east, and the west, and shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in 
tbe kingdom of heaven." And having a clear view of the obstinacy im- 
penitence, and final unbelief of the Jewish nation, he added, ^'fiutthe 
children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness : there shall 
he weeping and gnashing of teeth." Having thus spoken to the listening 
throng, our Lord directed his discourse to the centurion, and said, ** Go 
thy way ; and as thou bast believed, so be it done unto thee ;" and immedi- 
mtely the servant was healed. 

On the next sabbath day, Jesus went to the Jewish synagogue at Caper- 
naum, and instructed the people with such energy and power, and at the 
fame time, with such remarkable plainness and simplicity, that the con- 
gregation heard him with the greatest pleasure and surprise : and to in- 
crease their admiration, there was a person in the assembly, fhat was pos- 
sessed by an unclean and wicked spirit, who cried out in the most dread- 
ful manner; '* Let ns alone, what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of 
'lisKareth ? Art thou come to destroy us ? I know thee, who thou art, the 
Holy One of God." But the blessed Jrsus, who wanted no such testimo- 
ny commanded him to keep silence, and immediately come out of the man ; 
this command, the wicked spirit durst not disobey, and directly complied, 
leaving the disordered person, to the astonishment of the whole congre- 
gation. 

}i is constantly alledged, by those who are enemies to onr religion, and 
delight to cavil with the conduct of our Redeemer, and depreciate hia 
mighty deeds, that the persons, who are said in the gospels to be possessed 
by devils, were only aflfected by some strange and unaccountable disorders ; 
and because sepulchres were esteemed polluted places, the melancholy 
persons who frequented them, were said to be possessed with the devil. — 
And the adversaries of our religion, are fond of inquiring, why there should 
be any more daemons in Judea, than in any other country. 

To these objeelions it may, with great certainty be replied, that these 
demoniacs were not persons a(Tected only with some uncommon and 
dreadful disease ; for tne evangelists have taken care to be very particular 
on that head ; and bein^ possessed with the devil, is carefully distinguished 
from any other affliction and complaint : St. Matthew tells us, that, 
*" They iR'ooght tinto Christ, all sick people, that were taken with divers 
diseases, and those that were possessed with devils, and those that were 
lunatic ; and he healed them," chap. iv. ver. 24. And again, chap. x. ver. 
1. ^' He gave to the apostles power against evil spirits to cast them ont«. 
and to heal all manner of sicknesses and diseases." And we are informed 
l>y St. Mark, chap. i. 34 *' That they healed many that Were sick of divers 
dhr'ases, and cast out devils." There is in these passages a plain distinc- 
tion between those who were sick of various diseases, and those who were 
possessed with devils; and this being distinctly noticed by the evangelists, 
it cannot be supposed, that there were hot plain, evident marks of distinc- 
tion, which made the cure su manifest^ that there was no danger of being 
deceived. 
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And it mty further be obierved, to thoie who doabfc of the exiflcnee of 
ovfl spiritfl, that they cftHDOt enterttiii Mcfa donbti without i|oeitioning Iho 
troth of the Holy Scriptarei ; lor the nered writers hoTo laid down aereral 
particulars concerniDg these impioot and enviooB bemgs ; they have taken 
care to acqaaint us with their oHgioal and laH, their namet and nomber^ 
their government aed orders, their nalidoas desim, aiid varioai of their 
employments ; ond it is abondantty erideBt, both from sacred and proftin« 
bf story, tha^ before oar Savionr's aseetosion, there were great numbers cff 
persons possessed with evil spirits. These evil spirita had gained so great 
an. ascendency, and taken possession of so large a part of the world, that 
they reviled the great Creator in his worship ; and in several heathen na- 
. tions, there were oracles which were ' iqipned to, in order to resolve tho 
doobtSy and answer the enqtiiries of their worshippers. And as the design 
of our Lord's incarnation, and his whole ministry, was ** to destroy the 
works of the devil ;" perhaps, the reason why these apostate spirits were 
to freqoently perlbitted to appear in Judeft at this time, was, that the Son 
of Ood might, in a more manifest and triumphant manner, display his aih- 
thority and power over the prince of darkness, and all his infernal legions^ 
and thereby convince the wondering world , that he was really the Son Of 
God, and the Saviour of mankind. 

The famesof this miracle was soon spread' Over the ne{ghbourin| coontry. 
Our Redeemer had healed the sick, and done various wonderfal works, 
which had excited the admiration of the people, and raised their expecta- 
tions of something very great and advantageous to the Jewish nation, to 
arise from so extraordinary a person. But when the people beheld him, la 
the public assembly, with a commanding authority, di^ossess the devil, 
Mnd drive the powers of darkness before him ; their astonishment increas- 
ed, and they acknowledged that this was " the mighty power of God." 

Our Lord having performed this miracle in the synagcgoe, he departed 
to Plater's house, whose wife^s mother lay sick of a fever ; he took ner by; 
the haQd, and immediately the fever left her ; and so perfectly was she re« 
stored to her former health, that *' she arose and ministered unto him." — 
The evangelist Luke, in his account of this wonderful cure, says that *' ho 
I'ebaked the fever ;" which is a figurative way of speaking, conformable to 
the language of the Scriptures, where not only the inanimate parts of the 
creation, but diseases, famine, pestilence, and the like, are personated and 
represented as the servants of the Almighty, to execute his vengeance oh 
rebellious sinners : hence, says the prophet, *< before him went tbe pe&ti* 
knee : and burning diseases went forth at his feet." 

Our -Lord being grown popular, and famed through the city of Capema • 
um, for the authority ana eloquence of his teaching, and the manifoM 
wonders which he wrought, vast numbers of people resorted to him while 
he abode at Peter's house, and brought with them great numbers of per- 
sons, and those who were possessed with devils. The kind and coropas" 
fionate Saviour of the world, was touched with pity at the sight or so 
many distressed and afflicted objects ; when be immediately healed them 
all, and fulfilled, by his extensive, all-relieving goodness, the prophecy of 
Isaiah, which says, **' He himself took our infirmities, and bare our sick* 
nesses. 

But the vast crowds of people, who now gathered about bim in Caper- 
naum, were not easily to be borne, and to avoid the troublesome press, oar 
Redeemer retired to tbe desert, whither he was soon followed by great 
ID altitudes of people, who were so delighted with his inslractions, and haJ 
conceived so high an opinion of bim^ from his kind coiio^scfinsion, and bi^ 
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VMUiy wohderflDT wmrbi, that they desired him never- to ^ptrt from tbem. 
But this requett being incoDsbtant with the netere of hii miiiiftry, and Um 
great deugn of hii coming into the woridi he departed from ..the deiert^ 
**• and preached; in the synagogue! of Gali|e<i ;'* and after he had proceed- 
ed through variooi cities of that country, be retarned to Casemaum. 

When oar grea^ Redeemer was known to be retorned to tne city, he was 
foon surrounded by greet moltitodes of people ; so that he wai forced lo 
retire into a ship, which being a little way from the shore, the dWiae In-, 
atroctor taught them from thence, while the attentive mnltiUide crowded 
the Bca-side, and listened with great attentioo to his heavenly words. 

When he had finislied his disceur;se ; he turned to Peter, who was tfcif 
Owner of the vessel, and advised him to launch out further from the shors* 
and let down his fishing net into the sea. Peter informed him of their hih 
aaccesiful toil daring the night, but said, at his command, they would let, - 
down their net and make one tcial more. Accordfngly, they casl into ths 
water, and immediately foond that their net had ioclosed so prodif^ioot a 
number of large fish, that it was ia danger of breaking. Peter sai^ciped 
Hi bo strange a turn, and such an unexpected success, and kQQjviDg it. 
ii|Uit be proJaced by a supcinatoral power felt down at Jeaufc' feety*^ Do* 
l>art from me,'' said he, '' for I am a sinful man, O Lord 1" He was con- 
viuced, by this miracle, of the divlnUy of his master, and was at timt tiine 
impre^^cil with awe from a sense of his own unvvorthiness : bat the all-gni-^ 
cious Saviour of mankind bid him bunish his fears, and iiiformed him,- that 
henceforth himself and his companions should be eTig:igeJ in more noble, 
i^mployments. Our Lord declared that Uicv should catch men, mei^ing that 
they should be instrumental in turning them from darkness to light, and 
I'tom sin and Satan, to the knowledge of God. 

This mivAcle was considered, by the disciples of CiiRi8T» as a fdllor. 
and plainer raanifL-slation of bis divine power, and a clearer evidence of 
hjy being the Son of God, than those they had seen him ficiform -in Capper- 
nanm and the adjacect country. It was tlie common opinion amongst the 
Jews, that good men, by their prayers, might prevail so far with the al- 
mighty Governor of the worldf as to heal the sick dnd to cast out deyili ; 
hoi tltey concluded that the creatures iohabiling the elements of the air or. 
water, were subject only to the commands of oar great Creator : aod aahe. 
never granted to man an authority over these, the miracle which our Sa-. 
yiour bad just wrought, pioved him to be the Son ofOod^ and the groat 
Messiah ; and accordingly this manifestation of divine power fully con-. 
vinced the disciples of the divinity of their master, and all of them, without, 
hesitation, .joined in the resolution to follow him through the world. 
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CHAPTER Xll. 

* • ' • 

t^UTiiST tileans^th a second Leper : He rebukes the SUrm anScatms^ihe 

Sea : He casleth nut the Legion of Devils, and suffereth iUtm to cnur 

into an Herd of Swine : He cures a Person zuho had long bten afjluied 

with the Fatsy : And calls Matthew^ %bho was sitting at the RLcdpt of 

Custom. 

THE disciptes now having every scrapie removed, and being fuMy 
convinctid that tbeir Master was the Messiah, left their employment and 
• v followed him, while, according to bis usual custom, he wt>nt through va- 
Ef Tious cities of Galilee preaching the gospels of the kin|;doni of God, and 
V coniirroing his divine doctrines with the most astonishing miracles. 
^ , In one of the cities which he visited on this occasion, he found a man 
said by the evangelists, to be ^' full of leprosy, who, seeing Jesus fell on 
l^is face, and besought him, saying. Lord, if thou wilt thou canst make 
inc clean.** It was the custom of the priests in Judea to drive from thtt 
conversalion of mankind, those persons who were infected with theconta* 
gions kind of leprosy ; and as this person was permitted to dwell in th* 
city, it may be supposed that his lepjrosy was not of the worst kind. Hiv 
case however, excited the compassion of our great Redeemer, who im- 
mediately cleansed him, and commanded him to depart to Jerusalem, and 
shew himself to the priest, and offer the customary gifts ; but not publish 
abroad the account of his cure, nor make any noise about it. But the bles- 
sing which the poor man had received, was so great and unexpected, and 
his heart was so full of gratitude aod joy, that he could not contain it ; 
and he published the great things which oui* Lord had done for him, to all 
men where ever he came. This brought such crowds of people to the Soa 
of God, that he was obliged to depart from Capernaum into the wilder- 
ness, where be spent some time in retirement, meditation, and pray- 
er. 

Some wrilers have supposed that this hper, and the other mentioned 
in the foregoing chapter, were one and the same person ; but this must 
be a mistake, the former being cleansed in the iields, the latter In Che 
^ity : afler cleansing the first Jesus went to Capernaum and healed the 
centurion's servant ; after cdriog the latter, Jesus retired into ihe wilder- 
ness, to shun the vast multitudes which soon gathered round him, from 
the leper being so careful to proclaim to all men the miracles which Jesus 
bad wrought. 

Prehaps it may ssem strsnge that the blessed Jesus should be so careful 
to conceal his wonderous works, and be looked upon, in some measuie, 
contrary to the end fbr which they wero preformed, which must certainly 
be to prove his divine mission. But it may be observed that his modesty 
and humility would not allow his works to have the least appearance of 
ostentation ; nor the Jews to I ave the least pretence of accusing him oC 
seeking his own glory, or aiming at popular applause. 

And it may be supposed that our great Redeemer did not think it pro- 
per at this time, to irritate the Scribes and Pharisees by the proclamatiou ^ 
publication of his miracles through the kingdom. He very well knew 
ihat at the appointed time they would perform whatever had been deter- 
inined concerning him in the counsels of heaven. In the mean time, ha 
vras to work th^ works of him that sent h\m, and proclaim his gospel a- 
-' mongst mankind. This he knew could sot bo so convenientiy preformed 
if the fame of his miracles had roused the rage of his e&einics, and exci- 
ted their malice and envy to exert their utmost power against him. lie 
likewise was sensibls of the unruly humor of the n>ultituda ; ihcy werct 
«onv]nced that he was the Messiah ; they bed t\o further views than a 
leinp»ral feign; a^d he might be apprehei:j<ve thu( tjiey would c^nie bf 

H 
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fortt and ima^e kim king, if tbe fame of his miracles biased abroad befbrv 
he had informed them of the spiritual nature of his kingdom. If sueli 
were his views, there was the greatest necessity to keep his miracles con- 
cealed as much as possible. The fame of his cleansing the last leper bad 
brought such numbers of people to Capernaum, that he was forced to re« 
Hre in a solitary retreat in the neighbouring desert : nor could he even id 
this retirement long enjoy the repose he sought ; for the people soon found 
pot the place of his retreat, and flocked to him in great numbers from 
every part of the country. 

Our Lord finding his endeavours to conceal himself in vain, he ordered 
bis disciples to accompany him to the other side of the lake. AcertahlJ 
Scribe, who happened to be amongst the company, declared that he wooljl 
follow him whithersoever he went ; Jesus, who well knew that his onlf ^ 
desire was to gain the profits and lionour of that temporal kingdom whictt 
he supposed the Messiah would establish, told him, that if he wanted noth- 
ing more than to advance and inprove his worldly fortune, he would b* 
greatly deceived ; for the ble&sed Jksus informed this teacher of Israel, 
*' That the foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but th*^ 
Son of man hath not where to lay his head." 

The Son of Man is a name by which the Messiah is called in theprophe- 
ty of Daniel, where his wide and extensive dominion is described ; and 
therefore when this title is applied to our Lord, it hath reference to bishn- 
roan nature and at the same time conveys an idea of that glorious kingdom 
to which his manhood will be exalted. But as it was also a name by whicb 
the old prophets were called by way of contempt, it is used in several ph^ 
ces to express the deep humiliation ot the Son of God. 

The disciples having provided u ship, took their Master on board, and 
crossed the lake, being fbllowed by several boats full of people who were 
desirous of hearing his heavenly discourse, and seeing the wonderful workf 
which he constantly performed. Our Lord being fatigued with the labouf 
of the day, fell asleep in the ship while she smoothly glided along the levd 
seas. 

But soon the weather, which till now had been calm and serene, chang- 
ed, black clouds covered the skies, and the big storm burst from the dark 
concave of heaven, the winds roared aloud, and the white foam appeared 
on the face of the waves ; the ship could scarce bear the dashing tid^i, 
which beat incessantly against her ; the darkness of the night increased the 
horrors of the tempest-) the waves began to break over the ship, & she way 
in the utmost danger oST sinking. All hopes of being saved were lost, and 
in the agonies of dSspair the disciples ran to Jesus, crying, ^' Master, Mas- 
ter, we perish !" This piteous exclamation awaked him from his sleep, and 
raising that hind, so often employed in acts of benevolence and mercy, be 
with an awful all- commanding voice, rebuked the boisterous ocean. Tbe 
elements knew bis voice ; the roaring, winds forsook the seas ; and the 
foaming waves subsided. All was quiet,, all was still, and the ship smooth- 
ly cut the smiling deep, soon arriving at her destined port. 

T he disciples, before this, had seen our Lord perform many miracles 
and had abundant reason to rely on his power and goodness. They had 
certainly no cause to be so much affrighted, or to give way to such despair 
and terror : they might have considered, that the same divine person who 
bad 50 often healed the sick, and had lately shewn such power over tbe 
watry element, as to bring tbe fish to their nets, was equally able to stat 
the wild waves, or to have preserved them alive, had the ship gunk beneetb 
Ihem : but they seemed, in the hurry of mind consequent on the terrors of 
the storm to have forgot the power of their Master, and therefore he gent- 
ly rebuked them, ** Why are ye so fearful ! How is it that ye have ife 
IWith ?" They ought to have remembered likewise, that the voyage wa» 
endertaken at his command, and it was not to be feared, that he weelfl 
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ipermtt them to perish : bat when the terror of the storm wts o?eri they 
wondered at his power, and, though they freqaently had occasion to re- 
«iark the effects of his heavenly goodness, they exclaimed, " What man* 
oer of man is this ! that e?en the winds and the seas obey him." 

Soon after the storm was stilled, the ship arrived in the country of G«» 
dara ; and on their landing, two men possessed with devils, came to meet 
'Onr Redeemer. They were both exceeding iierce, turbulent, and unruly ; 
1>ut one of them was more furious than the other : this person had often 
1 %een bound with chains and fetters, but all in vun, for his fetters wer« 
" always broken with the greatest fury, so that no man attempted any Ion- 
i;er to restrain him ; being therefore at full liberty he shuned all hdmaa 
;«ocietyy and wandered day and night in desert and dry places, and amongst 
^he sepulchres and tombs, filling the silent repositories of the dead, with 
the most dismal and horrid bowlings, and sometimes tearing his flesh, and 
' catting himself with stones. 

The disciples were very much alarmed and terrified at the approack 
#f these horrid and furious beings, but Jesus soon quieted their apprehen- 
•ions of danger, by commanding the devils to come out of the men while 
Ihey were at some distance. The heavenly command had no sooner pat« 
•ed from the lips of our great Redeemer, than the men fell <fti their faces' 
crying, *^ What have we to do with thee Jesus, thou Son of the most high 
God ? Art thou come hither to torment us before the time ? 1 adjure theet 
by God, that thou torment us not." The infernal spirits were not igno- 
rant of the power of the Son of God, and were afraid that he would cast 
them immediately into the torments prepared for them and suffer them no 
longer to wander about the earth, which they seem to have hoped would 
i)e permitted them till the judgment of the great day. 

Jesus, being willing that the torment of these miserable men should btf 
the more understood, asked one of the daemons bis name, who immediate)* 
ly , answered, " my name is Legion, for we are many :" at the same timi 
1)6 humbly requested, that our Lord would not immediately cast them into 
the ultimate torments prepared for them in the great deep of bottomlesi 
perdition, but would permit them to enter into an herd of swine, then feed- 
ing on a neighbouring mountain. 

The ^raad deceiver of mankind, no doubt, beheld with knawing envyi 
ihe effects of our Redeemer's power and goodness ; and to abate the opin- 
ion which the inhabitants of Gadara might form of him, and make hint 
odious in their view, seems to be the reason of his petition to enter into th* 
awine ; for doubtless, the Devil knew, that if hit le^on could gain thii 
permission, it would be in their power to destroy them ; but though hii 
secret designs could not be hid from the Saviour of the world, yet our 
Lord was pleased to grant to the fiend, the permission he desired : perhaps 
this might be complied with, to give the disciples a full proof that these per« 
sons were really possessed with devils, and to give a terrible instance of 
thepower of these malicious beings when free from restraint. 

The commission was no sooner granted, than the devils forsook th6 
tnen, and, swift as lightning seized their bristly prey. The whole herd 
were immediately in a tumult, and the torments the poor creatures saffer* 
cd, were plainly perceived by the spectators at a distance ; the keepers 
were affrighted, and found it impossible to calm or restrain the wild fury 
of the herd, they poured, with amazing rapidity, down the mountain'^ 
side, and approaching the confines of the lake, leaped from the rocks and 
precipices into the sea, and the whole herd perished in ihe waters. The 
persons, who but a moment before, were roaring, raving and cutting them« 
felves, were now become calm and composed ; they were become mild and 
gentle, having recovered the ase of their reason, and being now proper' 
memberf «f society* ihoj, doebUeH MieTed x« the So» rf Ood^ 



60 LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST. 

The keepers of the hsrd, astonished at this surprising; eirent, ran iMtn 
ihe dty, in the utmost terror and amazement, and related the eure of th« 
men who haJ tieen possessed with deviU, and the destruction of the swine. 
The wonderful report, threw the whole cily into the utmost consternation, 
and the inhabitants, in crowds, left their houses, to be spectators of the 
strange /BFent. They saw the men silting at the feet of Jesus, and in 
their right minds ; bat as they were conscious of having committed a tret- 
pass against the law of Moses, by keeping such numbers of swine^ wliich 
were strictljf forbid to be eaten, they were afraid, and seemed to expect 
som» severer judgment: they might have been convinced of th3 goodness 
and compassion of the great person, who had performed these wonders, 
by the cure of the men ; hut they were afraid, and meekly besought our 
Lord to depart from their country. 

The stupid Gadarenps, had they known how great a benefit they inight 
liave received by attending on the illustrious person who had worked such 
wonders amonget tliem, would not have been so cruel to themselves, as tq 
Lave presented such a petition. It is true they had lost their swine, bat 
liad receivc'l two of their countrymen and fellow creatures ; these happy 
■men were delivered from the power of the Devil, and their country was 
fr«;ed fro:n so intolerable a burthen ; and the benefit they might have re- 
CK'ived to their souls, by attending on car great Hcdeemer and hearing 
liis words, would have been of greater value than the <*catile on a thou- 
sand hills*' 

The blessed Jesus, however, thought fit to comply with the foolish 
iiadurcncs, and soon returned to the country from whence he came. 
Tho j:eri»ons who were happily delivered from th« power of the Devil, de-t 
sired to accompany him, but our Lord ordered them to remain in their 
own country, as a standing monument of his divine power and goodness: 
*" Go home to thy friends,'* said our exalted Redeemer to one of them» 
^ and tell 1 em how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath 
Jiad comp'f=f?on on thr^e.-' 

It mny b? r«»oar!;ed on this miracle, tha^ hers we have a fuller display 
«f the tyranny of lli« Devil, than in any other p^rt of the scripture ; and 
therefore it ie fit to be re.'ommcnded to the serious attention of those in- 
^dels, who, IsUe the Saddacees, will not beKcre in the existence of spir- 
its, anr] scoff at the power of the devil, l^et such persons behold the pic- 
ture of these unhappy men possessed by the devils, as drawn by the evan- 
pelisls : they were driven from their abodes, and from the society of men ; 
one of Ihem was so fierce that he could not be confined, but broke chains 
^f iron li'^e a burnt thread, and fellers like rotten wood ; he frequented 
the most solitary places, and filled the dpserl with more dreadful bowlings, 
than the wi-d beasts ; he dwelt amon^ut the tombs, and abode in the dis- 
mal and ftolllary mansions of the dead, forlorn and naked, crying out day 
*nd night, cutting himself with stones, and tearing his own flesh. 

If such persons would give themselves time to consider this dreadful 
representation of human misery, surely their seofts would be changed into 
f.ampassiion for the^e unhappy creatures, and fearful apprehensions for 
iiiemselves ; surely they would n'> longer scoff at the power of the Devil, 
nor the pains of eternal damnation. It wou'd certainly be more worthy 
the superior wisdom they boast of, to be cautious and diffident ; they are 
men, aud surely they will allow, that it is possible they may be mistaken: 
and when their eternal interest is at stake, one would think they migl.t con- 
descend to consider. But if they will deride, and still persist in their tin- 
b«lipf, t) short space of time will convince them of their fatal error ; and 
drearlftil experience, force them to confess the greatness of the tyranny, 
and ths bitterness of the malice, of this prince ofdarknes«s against the sonii 
of mi»n. May they seethe error of their conduct, and b? enabled, by the 
Divine Spirit, sincerely to repentof their ewi\ thoughts, and perverse ways, 
jBDd seek Iht tJbiivgs wb/cb balong to Ibeir eternal peace* 
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The blessed Je«us, with his disciples, being landed in Galilee, be soon 
^paired to Capernaum ; no booncr was his arrival known, than great mul- 
titudes resorted to him ; the house where he was coqM not contain them» 
nor even the court before the door. IJe preached the doctrines and duties 
of his gospel to the listening throng, amongst whom were many Phariseea 
mnd doctors of the law, whom the fame of his miracles had brooght 
from distant countries to behold his person, and hear his words. 

He not only, by his preaching, represented the great precejits and prin- 
ciples of his religion^ in a plain and striking point of light, but worked 
Buch miracles amongst them, as wer^ sufficient to convince every judicious* 
unprejudiced, and impartial inquirer after truth, of his divine mission ; and 
lie proved himself to be the Son of God, by those illustrious and benevo- 
lent actions, which God only could perform. 

Amongst many other instances of his almighty power and Godlike be- 
nevolenccy was that of his restoring a person to perfect health, who had 
long been afflicted with the palsey, and was reduced by that deplorable 
disorder, to the most melancholy and distressful condition : be was unable 
to move any member of his body, and was become an helpless bundle of 
misery and distress. In this deplorable condition, he was carried in hit 
bed, with design to have petitioned our Lord to take pity on his distress, 
and exert that healing power, for which he was so remarkable in his relief. 
The multitude who surrounded our Lord, had filled the house, and pressed 
so close, that it wes impossible to bring the sick person into his presence. 
The persons that carried this miserable object, perceiving the difficulty 
which attended their design, took the lame man to the top of the house 
lying in his bed. The houses in Judea had flat roofs, with battlements 
round them, according to the command ot the law. Dent. xxii. 8. on 
these roofs there was a kind of trap door, by which they came up from the 
iibuse upon the ropf, where they spent n considerable part of the day. It 
was also con^imon to have a flight of stairs from the garden to the roof of 
•the house, by which the persons who carried the sick must be supposed to 
bave ascended. When they came to the roof, they found the door shut : 
but being resolved, if possible, to compass their design, they nncovered the 
foof, and by ropes let down the sick of the pa^sy lying on his bed, into the 
midst of the company before Jesus. Our Redeemer seeing the faith of 
the friends of the afflicted person, had compassion on him, and spake a- 
loud, ** Son be of ^-;ood cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee." 

These words gave great offence to the Scribes and Pharasees, who said 
in their hearts, *'' This man speaketh blasphemy f^ for he take, to himself 
that which belongs only to his maker. *^ Who can forgive sins but God 
only ?" They were ignorant pf the high dignity of the person who pronoun- 
ced the words, and they murmured against him in their hearts. But 
Jesus, who knew what passed in the inmost recssses of the mind, was 
willing to let them understand that he was endowed with the Spirit of God ; 
and to convince them that he knew thjcir thoughts he said unto them — 
*' Why think ye evil in your hearts ? For whether it it easier to say 
lo the sick of the palsey. Thy sins be forgiven thee, or to say. Arise, take 
up thy bed and walk ?" By these worjds our Lord might have convinced 
them that he had really a right to forgive sins ; for certainly it is easier to 
forgive sins, than to remove the punishment which is inflicted on men for 
sin. As therefore it was apparent our Lord bad power to perform the lat- 
ter, why should it be questioned whether he had a right to pronounce the 
former ; but these haughty teachers of Israel cherished a gloomy rancour 
in their hearts, and frowning, held their peace. Our Lord then turned to 
the diseased person, and said, '^ Arise^take up ihy bed, and go unto thino 
lioose." 

No sooner had our great Redeemfr spoken these words, than the dis- 
euod person was perfectly riitored to his former h«altb %u4iiU^tv^S ^"^ 
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to the ti^nishment of the sorrounding maltitude, aroie, took up his beff^ 
and demited to his own hoase, praising and glorifying God ; while th« 
«8ected beholders, with the highest acclamations, join^ the praise, aad 
glorified the God of Israel, *' who had giren sach power unto man ;" bat 
the Scribes and Pharisees, however confounded they were at the miracle^ 
atiH persisted in their unbelief; an instance which should fill us with th« 
most serious thoughts, as it demonstrates that a pride of heart, which pro- 
duces a haughty self-sufCciency, and generates an obstinate and determin- 
ed hatred and opposition to the truth, and by suspending and stnpifying all 
the noble powers of the soul, operates like the palsy of the mind, is a much 
more dreadful and deplorable disease than the palsy of the body. 

Our adorable Redeemer having performed this miracle, he departed toi 
the sea side ; and a multitude of people gathered about him, he made usa 
«f the favonrable opportunity to enlighten their dark minds with the rays 
0f heavenly truth. What were the particular points he chose the evangel- 
ists have not informed us ; but we may safely conclude that these discourse 
cs, like the rest delivered by this divine person, were worthy of God and 
advantageous to man. 
^ Our blessed Saviour having finished his discourse, he returned to tht 
city of Capernaum, and going by the kevs where the goods which wero 
brought by sea from various niitions were landed, he saw Matthew, a rich 
publican, sitting in his office to receive the customs ; Matthew is some 
times in the gospel called Levi, and was the son of Alpheus. Christ no 
ao.iner saiv him than he called him. *' Follow me," was his mild aud gra- 
cious lans^fsage ; which the heavenly teacher had no sooner spoken, than 
the wealthy publican felt a divine power warm his heart, which overpow- 
ering; every woridly consideration, be seems to have left his accounts all 
Qnfidibhed, and immediately obeyed. He soon, by our great Redeemer, was 
kd into a more honorable and important imployment, and afterwards be- 
come an evangelist, as well as an apostle. 

A few days after this, the new called publican made a great entertain* 
nent, to which he, with Christ and his disciples, invited several of hift 
profession ; no doubt hoping that his heavenly conversation might strike 
their hard hearts with remorse for their wickedness and extortion, and lead 
them in paths worthy of partaking the benefits arising from the glorious 
Redeemer of mankind. In the course of the entertainment Christ re- 
minded them that in the gospel dispensation, God '^ will have mercy, and 
BOt sacrifice ;" and as those who confessed themselves sinners were the on- 
ly proper objects of that mercy, our Lord declared, that he was ^' not come 
to call the righteous, bot sinners to repentance ;^' and to blame him 
for conversing with publicans and sinners was as great a piece of absurdity 
as to blame a physician for visiting the sick. This declaration from the 
great Friend and Redeemer of lost sinners, dissatisfied greatly the haughty 
aeif conceited Scribes and Pharisees : and as they made great ostentatioQ 
of their fasting and abstinpnce, they took this opportunity to give them- 
selves consequence on that account; and joining with JohnV disciples, 
presumed to blame our great Iledccmep because hii 'disciples walk* not so 
frequent in this practice as themselves. To this our Lord replied, that the 
present was not a tira2 for fasting.for his disciples need not fast nor mourn in 
the presence of their Master, any more than the friends of the bridegroom 
ne«d fttst and afflict themselves while they enjoyed his company. *' But,** 
••id he, «' the day will come, when the bridegroom will be taken away 
from them, and then they shall fast." Intimating by this that the calam- 
ities, troubles, and afflictions which they would suffer after the death 01 
wieir Master, would oblige them to fast and mourn ; but the corrupt d»- 
tti^ of man, which was the cause of his coming into the world, requirefl 
oi^rent treatment ; the rent would not be patched up with mortificafcloil, 
MRq^or any i^tvnal parformaucei ^ Mch traatraant as thii would be tikt 
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loufng « piece of new cloth on tn oM rotten garmeDt, wincli wMrid odW 
inake the rent worse ; or potting new wine into old leiufaor botUtt, whm 
Wf uld burst as soon as the liquor fermented. 



itlit mtit ntitmiSt^^^^*^^ •"*^*^ ^**" .^t.^ 



CHAPTER XIII. 

CiiRiiT hedUth a Womtm oftm iwoeieraie Issue of Blood: Raiies Jar§^ 
us*s Daughter from the Dead : Gives Sight to two blind Men : DeUfh 
ered a possessed Person from the evil Spirit : And, returning to Gat- 
ilee, chooses his twelve Apostles out of his Disciples : I'hen^ repairing 
to Capernaum^ curet the CmUurionU S€rvant. 

WHILE the hlessed Jesus was dispnting with the Scribes and Phari>- 
sees in the house of Matthew, whom he had lately called into the nomber 
of his disciples, an afflicted lather, in all the agonies of distress, haslelf 
pressed into his presence. This was Jarius, the ruler of the Jewish syna- 
gogue in Capernaam, and the canse of bis present affliction was the danger- 
ous illness of his daughter, who lay at the point of death. 

Having earnestly implored the assistance of our great Redeemer in thio 
distressing case, the Lord of life graciously condescended to comply witb 
his request, and accordingly accompanied the distressed father to his hooso ; 
and great multitudes of people, who were desirous of beholding the mirft» 
cles of Christ, crowded around and pressed to behold what the divine In* 
structof would do on this great occasion. 

But as they passed through the streets of the city, the attention of th« 
surrounding multitudes were turned to a woman, who came behind the 
Son of God, and touched the hem of his garment. This woman had been 
affli cted twelve years with a terrible disorder, which had baffled Lhe foree of 
medicine. She had spent her whole substance on physicians, but hearine 
of the miracles preformed by the blessed Jesus, she was so folly convinced 
of his divine power, that she concluded if she could but touch his clothea 
she should be made whole. Nor was she deceived, for she no sooner 
touched the garment of our great Redeemer than her issue of blood dried 
mp ; and she felt such a flow of vital spirits, and uncominon gladness warna 
her heart, that she was fully convinced that she had received a cure. 

The blessed Jesus, who knew the heart of all men was not ignorant of 
the minutest circumstances attending this affair ; he k^ew the woman's 
thought, and was pleased with her faith ; and with design to begin a con- 
versation in which he might testify his tipprobation, he turned about and 
asked who touched him ? His disciples, as they were not apprised of tlie 
transaction, wondered at their Master^s question, ^* Thoa seest," said they 
**• the mnltitu^^ thronging and pressing thce^ and sayest thoa, who touched 
me ?^ Jesus, however persisted in the inquiry, and the woman, perceiv- 
ing she could not be concealed, came to him trembling, and told him 
what she had done. She approached him with hesitation and diffidence^ 
fearing he would be offended at the liberty she had taken ; but the divtna 
Physician received her with, condescending goodness spake to her in the 
kindest manner, and commended her fai& ; *^ Daughter," said he, ** ba 
•f good comfort, thy failh hatb made thee whole." 

ui the midst of the surprise occasion^ by this miracle a messenger ap* 
tfroached from Jarius's house, and informed him that his daughter was 
dead, so that he need not give our Lord the trouble to come any further ; 
for thoy sipposed it far beyond Uw powar of this axUcaovioiiatM \)«t%^wv% 
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overeoflie the mighty conqaeror, Death, or recall the fleeting spirit hoiii 
Ifae eternal world, lliis message was received by the affectionate parent 
with the strongest emotions of sorrow, and bitterest agonies of diatresi. 
Oar Lord took compassion on him, and desired him to be comforted with 
liopes that his daughter should be restored. 

When our great Redeemer came to the ruler's house, he found it full 
of mourners, who made great lamontiltoD, and were preparing for the fa- 
nenl. Our liord commanded them to cease their preparations ; *'for," 
aaid he, ^* th;i maid is not dead but slecpelh : and they laughed him to 
scorn.*' These wordsof CimisT were used with peculiar propriety, to denote 
that it was determined the Virgin should not continue in the cold embraces 
of death, but should instantly be restored to her friends as one awakened 
out of frlec^J ; and having thus spoken, our Lord approached the apartment 
of ihe dead, taking with him none but Peter, James, and John, except the 
father and mother of the maiden ; then laying hold of the cold hand of the 
dead virg-n, he said with a gentle voice, ^' Maid^ arise !" The heavenly 
Toice was immediately obeyed, and thu damsel arose, fresh as from' a sound 
sleep, all healthful and vigorous; aqdJcsi's commanded to give her some- 
thing to eat. 

Thus the great Son of God gave a full and clear manifestation of bis 
heavenly power : and not only proved that he was the true Messiah, but 
srave a clear demonstration of the possibility of the resurrection of the 
aead: and those who have imbibed the absurd opinion of the soul's sleep- 
^g with the body till the resurrection, would do well to consider the expres- 
sion of the evangelists. *' lier spirit came again/' Luke viii. 55 : by whicb 
it appears that the soul exists in a state of separation, when the body lies 
jail cold and breathless in the dark chambers of the grave. 

Having performed this great & benevolent miracle, our blessed Saviour 
left the ruler's house ; and going through the streets of the city, he was fol- 
lowed by two blind men : they had doubtless, heard of the great miracle 
which be bad jubt performed and supplicated his assistance in their present 
deplorable circumstances, well knowing that be was able to restore them to 
sight. The benevoleot Saviour of sinners condescended to favour their 
request ; and having entered an house to escape the crowding of the raul- 
titode, he touched their eyes, and saiJ, *' According to your faith be it onto 
joo," when immediately the great and desirable blessing of sight was re- 
stored unto them ; the sacred beams of all-chearing day revisited their eyes 
and filled their hearts with gladness, and their tongues with praise ; and 
such a flood of gratitude and joy overflowed their hearts, that they could 
not conceal their miraculous restoration to sight, though the Lord required 
them to keep silence, but published our Redeemer's fame and their owa 
happy condition, through every part of the country. 

The men who had thus miraculously received their sight being departed^ 
the niuliitude brought to the benevolent Saviour of sinners a dumb man» 
* possessed with a devil. So aflecting a case attracted the compassionate re- 
gard of our blessed Jssus, who immedialely cast out the foul spirit. The 
dumb man instantly recovered the use of speech, and spake in so sensible 
and satisfactory a maoner,that the whole multitude was amazed, and, with 
untted voice, declared that such wonderous works were never wrought by 
the greatest and most eminent of theancienl prophets. ** It was," said they, 
•• never so seen in Israel." 

The Phariseos whose hearts are full of infernal rancour, and whose 
pride and prejudice prevented their receiving instruction from the discourses^ 
QT conviction from the miracles of our great Redeemer, beheld the mir- 
acle now performed with a scornfiil sneer, and put the most invidious con- 
strui'iion upon it, that could possibly enter into the heart of man : '* He 
castelhout devils," said they, '* through the prince of devils." The bles- 
l«d Jk^us, seems, at this time, to <.ave taken do notice of this oalamny : 
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but leaving the tiaughty, self-conceited doctors, under tlic dominion of 
their blindness, and prejudice, he proceeded in the prosecation of the du* 
ties of his mission, and exerted himself more- and more in the great work 
of promoting the cause of troth, and enlightening and instructing mankind. 
Accordingly leaving Capernaum, he took a tour through the adjacent coun- 
try, bringing happiness and peace to the sons of misery and distress, *^ vis- 
iting all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preach- 
ing the gospel of the kiDgdom,and healing every sickness, and every diaeaso 
amongst the people." 

At his return to Galilee, he was surrounded by vast multitudes of people, 
who expressed an earnest desire to hear his instructions, ^nd learn the way 
of truth and happiness from his lips. This tractable disposition of mind en- 
gaged the attention of the great Redeemer of sinners, and filled his heart 
with compassion for them, in their present deplorable state of blindness and 
ignorance, and excited him to exert his divine power for- their relief. In- 
deed the state of the Jewish nation at this time was worthy of compassion ; 
for, with re:;pect to spiritual things, the common people might justly bo 
compared to sheep without a shepherd. The dcribes, Pharisees, and law- 
yers, who ought to have instructed them, were blind, lazy guides, and their 
teaching tended rather to lead them aside from the paths of truth and right- 
eousness, than to afford them any real advantage ; their teaching tended 
rather to magnify and exalt themselves than promote the knowledge or 
worship of their Maker ; and to encourage a scrupulous exactness in ex- 
ternal cermonial performances, rather than promote the cause of truth, pu- 
rity, and virtue. In this dark and forlorn condition, our Lord had com- 
passion on the multitude, and, in his divine wisdom and benevolence, pro- 
ceeded to take proper measures for their relief. He always regarded the seed 
of Israel with peculiar affection ; and as they were wandering on the dark ^ 
mountains of error and superstition, without any to restrain their wander- 
ings, or teach their steps to find the way of peace, he recommended their 
case to his disciples, and commanded them to approach the throne of God, 
with earnest prayer in their behalf: •* The harvest," said he, " truly is plen* 
teous, but the labourers are few ; pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest; 
that he will send forth labourers into his harvest." ^ 

Nor did our great Redeemer recommend this afifecling case to his disCT- 
ples, without employing his own most powerful intercession with his heav- 
enly Father; for he ascended a mountain, and continued all night in pray- 
er to God. Having spent the night in earnest supplication, the morning no -'4 
sooner returned, than he set about the important task of divine instruction. \ 
To this end he chose twelve out of the number of his disciples, and named 
them apostles, '* to be always with him, and that he might send them forth 
to preach." These were Simon Peter, and Andrew, bis brother ; James 
the son of Zebcdee, and John his brother, Philip^ and Bartholomew ; 
Thomas and Matthew ; James the son of Alphcus, and Lebbeos, whose 
surname was Thaddeus, Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot. These 
twelve having been constant attendants on our Lord, having learnt bis 
heavenly doctrine, and seen bis wonderoos works, and being fully qualified 
to preach to the world, those divine truths, which themselves had received, 
were sent out to preach the gospel of the kingdom ; but commanded not 
to enter into any city of the Samaritans, or of the Gentiles, but confine 
themselves to the land of Israel, and to proclaim through the nation, that 
** the kingdom of heaven is at hand." They were also provided with mi- 
raculous power to prove the truth of their doctrine, and manifest to the 
world, that they came from God, and were commanded to exert those di« 
vine powers with unremitting ardour, for the advantage of mankind. The 
command of their divine Master was to '"• heal the sick ; cleanse the lepers ; 
raise the dead ; cast out devils ; freely," said he, ** ye have received, freely 
ftive." And that tbey might be seniible of the care of theic hevcstvA^ t^i^OK^^^ 

I 
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over tbe most minute circamsUnce which concerned them, they were 
joined to make no provision for their joarney, nor take any care aboui 
temporal things ; *< Provide," said Iheif divine Master, ^ neither gold nor 
lirasi in your parses, nor scrip for your jonrney, neither two coats, nor 
•hoes, neither yet staves ; for the workman is worthy of his meat." 

Probably the Apostles, knowing that the whole Jewish nation was ela* 
led with the apprehension of the appearance of the Messiah, and the 
high expectations they had formed of hU setting up a temporal kingdom*' 
might expect to be received with honour and esteem by their country* 
men, as they were going to publish the speedy approach of that kingdom 
which they so ardently desired, and to work such miracles, as might con- 
vince them that their declaration was true : but their master informed them* 
that the event, in this case, would not be answerable to their expectations ;, 
for instead of being caressed and honoured by their countrymen, he assured! 
them, they should meet with derision and contempt; be informed them that 
Ihey should be despised and persecuted, delivered to the rulers, and punish- 
ed as wicked men. Cut, at the same time, he promised them the constant 
protection and assistance of his heavenly Father, and gave them minute 
and particular instructions for their behaviour on Bvery occasion y and let; 
Ihem know, that whoever rejected them and their message, should be re- 
jected, and treated with indignation and scorn, by the great judge of the 
world, but those who received them with kindness, attended to tbeitf 
preaching and received it with honesty and openness of mind, kindly con- 
tributing to their support, though they gave but a cup of cold water to the 
least of bis disciples, should not fail of receiving a large reward. 

The apostles having received this commission, visited all parts of the 
country, preaching the doctrine of repentance and proelaiming the kingdom 
of the Messiah at hand. They eonlirmed the truth of their declarations, by 
working of miracles, healing the' sick,^ and performing every great work 
which was worthy their nmster^s cause, and necessary to prepare the minds 
of mankind to receive him ; while out great Redeemer continued the course 
of his ministry in Galilee, and, by the divine eloqoeiice of his preaching,, 
atod the wonders he wrought proved himself the Son of God. 

In the eye of worldly wisdom, it must seem a very foolish and unpopular 
dtUempt to send a parcel of illiterate, despised- Ualileans to reform the 
world : how is it possible that such persons as these, should confound the 
wisdom of the wise, and baffle the power of the mighty ? How was it pos« 
aible, that they should overturn the many false religions which then flour^ 
ished in the world, which were supported by civil government, and had 
established themselves by long-continuance, were deep-rooted in the hu- 
man heart,, and maintained by the passions and prejudices, and interest of 
mankind. Had human prudence directed to the choice of persons to be 
employed on- this great occasion, they doubtless would have been men of 
great learning, superior eloquence, and possessed of every art of persiia« 
sion and address. But the wisdom of God stoops not to be directed by tbo 
wisdom of man ; his ways are not as our ways, nor his thoughts as our 
thoughts. When his glorious gospel was sent to enlighten and enrich the 
world, this dVvine treasure was committed to earthen vessels, that the ex- 
cellency of the power might appear to be of God : accordingly, it appeared 
that the religion which these illiterate fisherman, these despised Galileans 
pobtished through tie world, was far superior, was more worthy of God, 
and beneficial to man, than the acutest reasonings, or the sublimest strains 
^f the Greek and Roman philosophers and poets, though they were furnish* 
cd'with all the stores of human literature, and spent their whole time \n 
study and contemplation. Hence it is manifest, that the glorious gospel 
of God, by it's noble simplicity, by it's own intrinsic dignity and worth, 
as well as by the miraculous power which attended it, and the heavenly 
glory which shone around it, proved itsdf to be wholly original and divina* 
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If or wtt the snecess which attended the attenptt of these weak and de- 
spised instruments, wanting to prove the divine original of the doctrina 
Ihey taught ; while the tenets of the philosophers were confined to their 
respective schools, the glorioas gospel spread over the world, and was re- 
ceived in every country, and by men of every station ; it was received hf 
^be balk of mankind, with the highest satisfaetiofi, and the sublimest joy | 
as something necessary to their supreme good, whrch hitherto they had 
1>een seeking in vain. It was therefore, the highest wisdom which conduct* 
ed the propagation of the gospel, and made use of such low and contempt- 
ible persons ; for hence, it plainly appeared, that these noble truths wera 
net of human invention, but were the production of Infinite Wisdom, and 
were first advanced, and are still supported, by the mighty power of God. 

After our great Redeemer had appointed his twelve apostles, he came 
down from the mountain, and wais joyfully received by the multitudes of 
Deople, who were waiting for him in the plain : and such was the heaven- 
ly virtue which attended and surrounded him, that whoever touched th» 
border of his garment, was healed of his disease. This is sufficient to ac- 
count for the great number of people which daily followed this illustrioua 
gerson, who erowdbJ around him, wherever he went, and accompanied 
im to the remotest parts of the wilderness of Judea ; nor was it only the 
vulgar and necessitous that pursued our Redeemer's steps wheresoever hm 
went, bqt persons of high rank and character, came from the rcmoteaft 
parts to converse with them, hear his divine doctrine, and be spectatora 
of his wonderous works, and partake of the benefits resulting from them. 

After healinp; the sick amongst the multitude, he proceeded to instruct 
them, and delivered a divine discourse, in substance nearly the same aa 
that wbieb he before. preached from the mountain : the chief differance ia 
these di^o&rses, is the threatenings which are here denounced against par* 
ticular sinners, whereas the discourse recorded by St. Matthew, contains on- 
ly blessings. It may not be amiss, briefly to consider these maledictions, aft 
» large paraphrase hath been given on the former sermon. 

^' Wo unto you that are rich," said our exalted Saviour, <* for you ham 
received your consolation." Riches in this world, are no evidence of tb* 
love of God, but ere frequently bestowed on the worst of men ; th^ 
are not bestowed upon any as a reward for superior degrees of 
moral goodness, but are distributed bv the great Governor of tlw 
universe, so as to answer the wise ends of his government, and bring 
about his great designs : they have no tendency to promote the best in- 
terest of man, but are frequently made use of by the worst of men, to the 
worst of purposes, and enable them to be more extensively and desperatelj 
wicked : they are frequently a snare to the truly religious, and have a natur* 
al tendency to pervert the affections, and corrupt the heart. It requirei 
jgreat grace to keep them from degrading the soul, and generating a low, 
mean, worldly spirit ; for wherever the natural course and tendencv of richef 
prevail, it will always remain an eternal truth, *' that it i» easier tor a cam- 
el to pass tbroikgh the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter intQ 
the kingdom of God." 

<< Wo unto you that laugh, for ye shall mourn and weep.*' It is not a joy* 
ful, cheerful, thankful, frame of spirit, which our Lord here ezehiims against, 
but a foolish, trifling, levity of mind. The gospel of Chri ST, is particular- 
ly calcuUted to inspire a constant cheerfulness of temper, and Christiani 
are commanded always to rejoice ; the assurance they have of reconcilia* 
tion with God, the lively hope of everlasting life, the constant pleasure 
which they find in communion with God, and the contemplation on heav- 
only things, tend to fill the mind with solid satisfaction and substantial joy. 
This joy will be constantly increasing, as christians advance in divine life, 
and will be fully completed in the eternal world : but those giddy, gay sal- 
lies of mirth, and |he thoughtless dissipation of mind which arises from an 
iflim(>4erate love of vaio «jiiiuiein6&i aai semaal pleuuce^ tisA ^\t,% iv<i 
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time for eons-deration, Init acmtters serious tbonghts, tnd creates an otter 
ayersioo to sober reflection, will soon lead the soul into such a labyrinth of - 
wretchedness and wo, that they snail then monrn and weep. This will 
certainly be their lot in this world, when tlieir vain delarive gratificationa 
can please no more ; and it will eternally l>e their lot, when they will be 
deprived of every gleam of hope and comfort, &; consigned to the dark re- 
gions of sorrow and despair, ** where will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'' 

But our great Redeemer added, '* Wo unto yon when all men speak 
well of you, for so did their fathers of the false prophets." This maledic- 
tion of our blessed Savioar, is denounced against those teachers who, for 
fear of offending men, shall keep back the troth of God, and fear to pro- 
claim the unpopular and humbling truths of the gospel, which are so mor< 
tifying to human pride; and by flattering the vices, and humouring the 
pride and passions of men, shall gain their commendation and applause. 
Such teachers as these, are compared to the false prophets of old, who, by 
humouring the vanity and flattering the piide of piinces and great roen^ 
were more caressed and attended to than the true prophets of God. 

When our great Redr^emer had finished, he departed to Capernaum,and 
waf met by some messengers from a centurion, wfio desired him to come 
mnd heal a servant whom he highly esteemed, that was sick, and in 
danger of death. This centurion, from the character given him by the evan- 
gelists, seems to have been a proselyte to the Jewish religion. The in- 
habitants of Capernaum spake n^ueb in bis favour, and strongly recnro- 
jnended his case ; for they said, "that ** he was a lover of their nation, 
and had built them a synagogue." The great Saviour of mankind who 
went about doing good, graciously attended to the petition, and readily ac- 
companied the messengers ; but before he arrived at the bouse, he was 
met by a party of the centurion^s friends, who expressed the high concep- 
tion which that officer had of the divine power of our great Redeemer, and 
desired he would not give himself the trouble of a personal attendance, as 
his word would be abundantly sufl^cient to accomplish the cure. Our 
Lord was pleased with the message, and turning to the spectators, said, 
** I have not found so great faith, no not in Israel,'' Luke vii. 9. The per- 
sons having delivered their message, reti^rned to the centurion's house, and 
foond the sick -person perfectly recovered. 

There are several circumstances attending this miracle, and that related 
by St. Matthew, proves that this centurion was not the same person. The 
centurion mentioned by St, Matthew, attended on Christ in person; 
him whose case is last related : presented his petition by the elders of Ca- 
pernaum. It does not appear that the former centurion was a proselyte, 
uf the Jewish religion ; but we find a very high character given of the latter: 
these and several other particulars which might have been mentioned, * 
prove that this miracle ought to be coosidercd separate from the former. 

This miracle being performed, our Lord repaired to the house of Peter, 
to eat bread ; the place of his residence could not be concealed^ great mul- 
titudes surrounded ihe house ; some no doubt, desiring to behold the 
wonders which he wrought, and others, to be partakers of the benefits 
resulting from them ; they continued there some time, advancing their 
respective claims, in a tunmituous manner, and it was with difficulty they 
were made to disperse. 
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CHAPTER, XIV. 

V 

9 

fJHRiST retires to Nain, a City of Galilee, where hs raises a Widow^s 
cnfy Son from the Dead : Be receives Messengers from John theBaptist^ 
and gives his Testimony concerning him : After which he dines witM 

I Simon the Leper, where he is anointed by Mary^ whose affection 
he acknordedges and re^wards. 

WHILE the apostles were proceeding tbr.ougb the cities of Judea, 
executing the commission of their Divine Mitster, oar great Redeemer was 
carrying on the work of his mission in Galilee ; and when they had returned 
to our Lord, they accompanied him and his disciples to Nain, a city near 
mount Tabor, where he was followed by a great muUilude of people. — 
On their approaching the gate of the city, a scene of tlie most affecting 
affliction and distress presented itself to their view ; " Behold, there was a 
<dead man carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow.'* 
What an i^ffecting scene was this, and how was the affliction and distress 
of ^e mournful parent heightened bjf every circumstance which could make 
it the more bitter ? A young man cut down, probably in his prime, and 
followed to the grave by his weeping parent. With slow and solema 
i^ps, scarce able to bear up under the load of her woes, the mourning 
matron follows the dead to interment, attended by her affected friends and 
neig\)l)ours, who had strove iu vain to comfort her for the loss of her son ; 
for the younf man was *' the only soA- of his mother," on whom perhaps 
she depended for support ; and to render her affliction to the last degree 
heavy and insupportable, '* she was a widow." With tender pity our 
great Redeemer beheld this daughter of affliction, and immediately exert- 
ed his divine power for her relief. There was no need of any intercessor 
to prevail with our blessed Jesvs to attend to such a case as tnis ; his own 
compassion was sufficient to excite him to relieve her. The evangelist 
inforn^s us, that '* when the Lord saw her he had compassion on her," and 
gently approaching, he forbid her to weep. But so great was her loss that 
it had opened all the sluices of sorrow, & it was in vain to forbid her tears. 
Her husband was nq more, and now she had lost her only son, the surviving 
image of his departed fathe^', and the last hope of her afflicted soul. What 
comfort in the ordinary course of nature could be administered to this moqrn- 
ful widow ? She had lost her husband ; she had lost her son. What dis- 
tress could be more overwhelming ? What case could be more deplorable ? 
And how natural it is to suppose that she should *^ refuse to be comforted ;" 
and to determine to ** go down to the grave with mourning." Our Lord 
well knew the weight of her affliction and the heavy pressure of her pre- 
sent griefs and therefore used no arguments to comfort ber ; but approach- 
ing the corps, he *^ touched the bier." The funeral procession immediate- 
ly stood still, and the whole train in silent expectation .awaited the event: 
when that powerful voice, which one day the aead shall hear, and they that 
hear shall live, soon uttered these words *' young man, 1 say to thee, 
arise :" no sooner had our great Redeemer spoke, but the joyful event fol- 
lowed : ^' he that was dead sat up, and began to speak, and he restored 
bim to his mother." With what emotions of joy must we suppose this 
mournful mother would receive her only son thus unexpectedly rescued 
from the cold arms of death ! What a flood of tenderness would burst up- 
on the soul, and with what gratitude and joy would she behold his great 
deliverer, who did not make any shew of this stupendous miracle amongst 
the multitude of his followers andxthe attendants oii the funeral, but imme* 
diately delivered the revived young man to his late afflicted, but now won- 
dering and rejoicing mother, as a testimony that this great work was 
wrought in compassion to her distress. The surrounding multitudes be- 
held this wonderful event with a mixture pf astonishmenti pleasure, holy 
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awe, and fear ; *' and they f^orified God, sajiiig, that a great propbet Itf 
risen amongst us^ and that God hath visited his people." 

If we take a review of this miracle, we may observe that it is liable t9 
no objection, and abundantly proves the exertion of divine power. It is I9 
he observed that it was wrought in the open fields amongst a vast nnmbeif 
of spectators. A great namti^r of the innabitants of the city attended the 
faneral ; they all bewailed the disconsolate state of the aflicted widow* 
and had the opportunity of being satisfied that the yovth was really dead* 
The powerful word which callea the dead man to life was delivered in an 
aadible voice before all the company ; and this was done at the gate of the 
city, a place of general resort ; every one had the opportunity or satisfying 
tbemtelves that the young man was really restored to life. There was no 
Ipossibility of deception, nor room for objections of any kind ; and thia 
miracle, joined with the rest wrought by the same divine person, abun- 
<lantly proves that he was the Son of God, and the Saviour of sinners. 

The fame of the wonderful works which Jesus constantly performed* 
was rapidly proclaimed through the various cities of Judea, and by the dis- 
ciples of John the Baptist carried to their master. This prophet, as we be- 
fore related, was cast into prison by Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee* 
The cause of his in^prisonment was the offence which that prince had ta- 
Icen at his boldly and freely blaming his conduct respeeting his incestuoua 
connexion with the princes Herodias. 'John had now been confined above 
a year in prison, ana as he was fuUy convinced that Christ was really the 
Messiahtj and no doubt having imnitted the national es^pectation of thia 
Jews, that the Messiah would set up a temporal kingdom, he perceive^ 
that things did not answer his expectation : for, doubtless, he apprehend- 
ed that before this time Christ would have manifested himself, and 
snade some advances towards his takings the reins of government. He 
fherefure sent two of his disciples to our great Redeemer, with this ques- 
tion, ** Art thou he that should come, or Took we for another ?** We are 
not to suppose by this inquiry, that John entertained any hesitation or 
doHbt, wlMilher Christ was the troe Mestffali* or not; for it is to be ob- 
aerved, that throughout the whole course of his ministry, he had borne a 
regular and ample testiroonv to the troth of his divine mission: he had 
been convinced by a particular revelation from heaven, and by the descent 
<Qf the Holy Ghost in a visible form at Christ'^s baptism, that he was 
iliat divine person who was to come to be the Saviour of Israel ; and ac- 
cordingly be made it his constant care to dinpose the Jews in general, and 
hii own disciples in particular, to receive and reverence him as the Messi- 
ah, bearing witness concerning him that he was superior to himself, and 
Voiding him np to view as ** the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of 
the world." "It cannot therefore be supposed, as before observed, that the ^ 
Baptist entertained any scruples in his mind concerning our Lord^s divini- 
ty ; but his design seems to be to lead his disciples into an acquaintance 
with our great Redeemer, that by beholding his miracles, and hearing hit 
diyine conversation, their minds might be prepared to receive him ; for it 
IS not improbable to suppose, that the prophet John might have tome eiSr 
pectations of hi-s own approaching death. . 

Nor was the conviction of his disciples, perhaps, the only view which 
the prophet had in sending this message to our great Redeemer ; it is to be 
supposed that, like the rest of his countrymen, he expected the Messiah to 
set up a temporal kingdom. Nor is the suppasition derogatory to the dig« 
nity of so g^eat a prophet, since wa are intormed, that though John wta 
** a prophet and more than a prophet, the least in the kingdom of Heaven 
is greater than he ;" the meanest preacher of the everlasting gospel is 
greater than the Baptist, because he had the opportunity of being inform- 
ed of the spiritual nature of Christ's kingdom. As then, it is to be 
supposed, that great forerunner of our Re^emer ardently desired^ and | 
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iJnpatienUv expected the i^ipemoce of hit kingdom ; and ai the blessed 
Jesus had asiumed no earthly honour or dignity, bnt every thing in tb« 
Jewish church and state eontinaed the same ; the Baptist might send this 
siesfage gently to renund him of what was expected from him as the BLe« 
deemer of Israel. 

The disciples of John brought tins message from their master to the ex- 
silted Savioor of the world, white he was attending to the various distjresscs 
of tl)e multitude which surrounded him, curing many of their infirmities, 
plagues, and evil spirits, and restoring sight to the blind. These miracles 
the disciples of John beheld, and having delivered their message, our Lord 
did not think proper to return them a direct answer, but referred them la 
tbe wonderful works they bad now been observing, and ordered them to 
carry an account of these things to their master, as an answer to his in- 
quiry: ** go your way," said he, ** and tell John what things you haver 
lieard and seen, how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers ard 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the gos- 
pel preached unto them. 

But that the multitude, from the proposal of this question, might not 
form an nnfavourable opinion of John the Baptist, our b!essed Saviour at 
this time thought proper to place his character in the most favourable point 
of ligbtb He commended bim aa a person of the most invincible courage, 
resolution, and fortitude, who stood firm in the midst of trouble and af- 
fliction, and was not like '' a reed shaken with the wind ;" and praise(| 
Lim for his austere and mortified course of life, not ^^ wearing soft rai- 
ment like those in king^s palaces," but maintained a manly hardiness, and 
mbhorred all luxury, effeminacy, and dissipation. Our great Redeemer 
then gave a full and clear testimony to the prophetic office of the Baptist, 
and declared that he was the person referred to by the prophet Isaiah, in 
Ihese remarkable words, ** Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, 
which shall prepare thy way before thee :" and added, that this extraordi- 
nary person was that £lias which the ancient prophets declared^ ** was to 
come." 

Our Lord having done justice to tho character of his great forerunner, 
he took occasion from thence to blame and rebuke the obstinacy and per- 
verseness of the great men tod high pretenders to religion amongst the 
Jews, who had rejected both his own and the Baptist's testimony. It 
seems by the nature of Christ^s rebuke, that the Scribes and Pharisees, 
who pretended to great fasting and mortification, thought themselves 
eclipsed, and with envious vexation baheld themselves outdone by the real 
austerity of the Baptist. 'I£s living in the desert, and shunning the com- 
pany of men and ttie conveniencies of life, the coarseness of bis cloathing, 
the abstemiousness and plainness of his diet, and the real severities hit 
practised, they beheld with growing rancour, and not only represented them 
as imprudent and unnecessary, but proceeded so far as to declare him 
possessed with an apostate spirit : " For Jolvn^ came neither eating nor 
drinking ; and ye say. He hath a devil." 

But though these bold pretenders to superior sanctity and mortification, 
could exclaim against the Baptist on account of the austerity of his life, it 
was manifest it was envy and not reason which promoted their unbelief ; 
for when Christ, on the contrary, dwelt in cities, and conversed with 
mankind, enjoining no austerities or mortification, they eould make use of 
this conduct as a ground of reproach. ** The son of man came eating and 
drinking ." though he could not by his most inveterate enemies be charged 
ivlth any intemperance, or with encouraging or conniving at it in others ; 
yet these determined opposers of heavenly truth could say, << Behold a 
|nan, gluttonous and a wine-bibber, and a friend of pubficans and sin- 
ners 1" ** But,'' said our great Qedeemer, *' wisdom is justi^ of her 
children.'* 



f« tlFE OF JESUS CBRIST*. 

He (hen proceeded to opbraid the several cities where hit mott wontfef* 
ful works bad. been performed ; they had enjoyed the opportonity of aU 
tending bis heavenly discoarses, and had been witness to his wonderful 
works : frequently had they seen him perform miracles which could not be 
disputed, but fully manifested the mighty power of God ; Uiey had often 
eeen him perform wonders sufiicient to have convinced the most ignorant 
and idolalrous nations, who were immersed in the depth of sensoaUty, and' 
had imbibed the strongest prejudices against the tmth : yet, so great wero 
their obstinacy, they persisted in their unbelief; they persisted in tb^ 
wickedness notwithstanding all he had done to convince and reform them. 
^^ Wo unto thee, Chorazin ! Wo unto thee^ Bethsaida !" said our great 
Redeemer, *' for if the mighty works which have been done in you, bad 
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sack- 
cloth and ashes. But I say unto yon it shall be more tolerable for l^ral 
and Sidon in the day of judgment, than for you. And thou Capernaora, 
that art exalted unto heaven, shatt be brought down to bell: for if tba 
mighty works that have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it 
would have remained unto this day. But I say unto you, that it shall be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of jugdment than for 
you." Matt. xi. 21, &c. 

After having, in the most awful, affecting and awakening manner, pro* 
noonced stich woes on these unbelieving and profligate cities, our great 
Rfileemer concluded his discourse with these gracious and reviving words, 
^^Co'me unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 will give 
you rest." It is the Son of the eternal God, the Heir of all things, the 
almighty Judge of heaven and earth, who kindly condescends to address 
poor, lost, undone sinners in this affecting language ; having pronounced 
heavy woes on the rebellious race, whose haughty self-sufficiency, invete- 
rate prejudice, pride and obstinaay, prevented their receiving the truth, the 
kind and condescending Saviour of sinners gives the most tender, heart- 
afTccUng invitation to the humble and penitent. Those who '^ labour and 
are heavy laden ;^ those who are conscious of their vileness and sinful- 
ness, who are pressed with the weight of their iniquities ; whose guilt lies 
upon them like an heavy burden, from the weight of which they ardently 
desire to be delivered, are here called upon and earnestly invited to come 
to the only person who is able to relieve them. It is not the great and 
noble ; it is not the powerful, prosperous, and happy ; it is not the exult- 
ing sons of joy, but the poor, needy, and afflicted, who are labouring un- 
der a sense of sin, and burdened with the weight of their iniquities, who 
are thus invited to come to our great Redeemer. The great maker of aH 
things, the all-wise and all-powerful Preserver, the supreme Governor and 
Judge of the universe, graciously condescends lo call unto, and with the 
utmost tenderness to invite poor, heavy ladtn, burdened sinners to come; 
he docs not call upon them to come with a design to punish their offences; 
he does not summon them to appear before his awful seat of judgment ; he 
does not call them with a design to deride or expose their miseries ; he 
does not call them with an intent to punish their offences, but with a de- 
sign to release them from their afflictions, to release them from their bar^ 
dens, to give them rest and peace, and make them eternally happy .^ 
** Come unto me," says our great Redeemer, ^* all ye that labour and an 
heaven laden ;" all you who are humbled under a sense of your iniquitiea ;v 
who see the dreadful condition to which you arc reduced by your sins ; who 
have been long groaning under the intolerable weight of your guilt, aiid 
panting for deliverance ; but throughout the limits of the wide creation can 
find no refuge, no help, no deliverer. " Come unto me, look onto me 
and be ye saved ;" trust in me as *' mighty to save ;" venture your all iit 
my bands ; seek no other refuge, no otiier help, no other deliverer ; but 
** come unto me and X will give you rest/' It is not my desgin to upbraid 
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f»v witb tbe vQcnett and folly of jonr condnet ; It is Ml my deaign to enter 

t to judgment with yon and punish you fur your iniqnitiet hot to lead yoa 
to the paths of peace, troth, and happiness : be not afrild to listen to my 
wordf and follow my directionf, but with a full reliance on my powcft 
wiidora, and goodoeis, ** take my yolce upon you, and learn of roe ; for I 
am meek and lowly of heart ; and ye khall find rest io >our son i : for mf 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light." Can there be a greater evidence of 
the corruption ft depravity of the human learlthan the coldness with whicli 
the degenerate sons of Adam receive so tender, m affecting, & so important 
an invitation. The great Creator hath formed them with strong desires of hap- 
piness* and they toil out a weary life in the eager pursuit of every Appearance 
of good. They are lost in the pursuit, and instead of happiness, find tiiem- 
selves plunged in trouble, vexation, and woe ; they find themselves burden* 
ed with many griefs, but will not come to him who only is able to relieva 
them. What blindness, stupidity, and abominable pride possess the humaa 
heart, and excite it to reject Uie gracious calls and invitations of the only 
Saviour of sinners. 

After our great Redeemer had finished his discoorse, be was invited by 
one £&non, a leper, to go to his house and take some refreshment. Tha 
Invitauon he accepted, and accompanied him to his apartment, where as 
he sat at meat, a woman whose course of life was known to have bf ea 
loose & profligate, sat at his feet beholding him witb the tenderest aficclion^ 
and shed ^uch floods of tears that they trickled down his feet, which accord- 
ing to the customs of the country were bare. She seeing that her tears had 
wet the feet of her beloved Lord, wiped Uiem with her hair, frequently 
kissing them witb the utmost tenderness and affect]on,& anointed them with 
precious ointment. It was doubtless the sense of her former course of life^ 
and a deep conviction of her crimes, which caused this woman to shed 
sach a profusion of tears; and her love to the blessed Jesujs arose from 
the benefit she had received from his heavenly discourses. 

The custom, which then prevailed in the Eastern countries, of pour* 
ing fragrant oil oil the heads of those guests on whom they designed to be- 
stow peculiar and distinguished marks of honour, seems to have brought 
this woman to our Redeemer at this time ; and it appears to have been 
her original intention to have ponred the ointment on his bead ; but being 
deeply humbled under a sense of her unworthiness, she could not ap* 
proacb her divine Instructor with so moch freedom as to accomplish her 
first intention, but thought it more consistent with her humility and self* 
abasement to anoint only his feet. 

The leper, who it seems was a Pharisee, had attentively observed th» 
nwoman, and knowing her character, concluded that Jksus could not b9 
a prophet *^ This man," said Simon to himself* *^ if he were a prophet, 
would have known who and what manner of woman this is that touched 
him ; for she is a sinner." And so full of pride and self sufiiciency was 
the man, that be was offended at, and was ready to rebuke the blessed 
Jesus for his deigning to take notice of and conversing with such con- 
temptible characters : but our great Redeemer to convince him that he 
was a prophet, and that he knew not only the character of the woman who 
had touched him, but was acquainted witb the thoughts of all who thought 
mean of him in their hearts, began a conversation with him on the v<^ry 
subject he had been revolving in hit mind. He did not expose his folly 
Io the company by openly relating the secret thoughts of his heart, and 
faittsting on the absurdity of them,, but with the utmost delicacy pointed 
out to Simon himself the unreasonableness of the conclusion he had formed* 
**• Simon," said the blessed Jesus, 'M have somewhat to ssy unto thee: 
there was a certain creditor which baid two debtors, the one owed five- 
bandred pence, and the other fifty ; and when they had nothing to pay be 
Drukly foimave them both. Teil am therefore, which Af then will i^vt 
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blm mcsl. Slmanaili^vrvred and said, 1 suppose that be to wbonr lie Ti^. 
gftve most. And he said onto him, thou hast rightly judged.^ Our di*; 
vioe lostnictor then immediately applied this short parable to the cause ef 
t4ie woman, concerning whom the Pharisee had so unjustly reasoned in hfr 
heart. *'* Simon,'' continued he, '' seest thou this woman? I entered inta 
thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet ; but she hath washed 
my feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. Thou' 
gavest me no kiss; hot thi» woman since the time I came in hath not ceased 
to kiss my feet. Mine head with oil thou didst not anoint ; but this woman 
lialh anointed my feet with ointment, wherefore, I say unto thee, her 
sins, which are many, are forgiven ; for she loved much : but to when' 
little is forgiven, the same lovelh little." 

- Our Saviour havin* thus, with great delicacy, rebuked the unjust and 
mjurious suspicions, of the Pharisees, and vindicated his own character at' 
v^etl as the conduet of the woman, whose extraordinary kindness and t'en« 
d^ adeetion were in no dtihger of loosing their reward* from one who en- * 
joyed the fine feelings of humun nature in their highest perfection, now ad' 
dteised the woman with the soul-reviving news,that her sins were forgiven.' 
But while her hea^^ expanded with that holy gratitude and joj.which w<if ' 
inspired by the great declaration, the Pharisees beheld both oar great Re« 
deemerand the woman with rancour, disdain, and sullen contempt z^the/' ' 
could not endure the thought, that great sinners should be pardoned, and> 
set on a level with themselves- ; nor could they be reconciled to the an- 
thority which our Redeemer had assumed ; for being ignorant of his divin*' 
ity, they concluded that lie had infringed on the prerogative of the Al- ' 
iiilghly, who only had a right to pardon sins, fiat Ine great friend of'situ 
ners, regardless of their malicious murmurs, confirmed his gracioot^ 
Words, by repeating his assurances to the woman^ adding, that her faillr" 
bad saved her, and bidding her depart in peace. 

Some little time after this, our great Redeemer departed from CapepJ- 
naum and travelled through some parts of Galilee, going " through every;; 
viilage,preaching and shewing the glad- tidings of the kingdom of God."" 
lioke viii. I'. And after this short tour h$ prepared to go to Jerusalem to eat^' 
the passover ; this being the second feast of that kind since the commence- 
ment of his public mi fiistry. In this journey, he was accompanied by sev- 
eral pious women, amongst whom were Joanna ther wife of Herod*6 sle^ 
ward, Susannah, Mary M&gdalene, and various others^who had been dispose 
sessed of devils, or cured of dangerous and ' painfdl diseases ^ sdme a-*' 
mongst them were persons of wes^lth^ and were willing not only to ac* 
kaowJedge the great l)erieiTts they had received, but to make such retnrot^ ' 
as providence had pot in their power, & thefefore, they freely.** ministered'' 
W'him of their substance." 

CHAPTER XV. 

CimiST, being of Jentsalam.at Hi Time of the Passover^ healt oA imp&f 
teni Man at ike pool ofBethsada on the Sabbath-Dap : He htaUth om$^ 
possessed ofi^ei Devils who teas blind and dumb : He sheweih that BUw 
phtmy against the Holy. Ghost is an unpardonable Sin: and^^ 
shemuh whom he regarHeth as his nearest relatioKS. He alledgetk 
Scripture in excuse 0/ his Disciples^, whom (he Pharisees charged vntlik ■ 
breaking the Sabbath, in plucking the Ears .of Corik on the Sabbaths- 
Day: He appeakth to reason, and healeik the vcithered Hand on th^^' 
Sabbath- Day ^ 

^^AH the temple In JerosRlem was a poo? ofwater, fnto-wbich rad" 
ffie t»«ppd of tho fMrifices^ ami tho water wbidi wm Qit d by tho prieitt4« 
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|irepftring. Ihe victims, and on other occasions. This pool was leftUed hi iN 
Hebrew tongue '^ Bethsada," that is, ** the house of mercy." It was sur<- 
it>unded by nve porches, or cloisters, and these were filled with '' a great 
mdltitade of impotent folks, of blind, halt &, withered, waitiag for the mov- 
ing of the water. For an angel went down at a certain season and troubled 
ihe water : whosoever then first, after the troubljpg of the water, stepped 
In, was made whole of whatsoever disease he had.'' The account of thi# 
miraculous pool is given us by the evangelist John, but is not mentioned 
by any npiore of the sacred writers : and various questions have arisen con- 
cerning these wonderful waters, which it hath been impossible to resolve, 
l^ecause the pool of Bethsada is not menlionod by any other Jewish .writert 
•acred or profane. 

For the above reasons, it cannot be precisely determined, when this mi* 
caculous power of healing first appeared in this pool ; butit'is almost univer- 
aalty agreed, that it could not be long before the coming of our Redeem* 
er ; & that the miracle was intended to lead to the Son of God, & to pre- 
. pare the nation for the reception of him. Nor is it strange, that a healing 
virtue should attend those wateri which were stained with the blood of the 
facrifices, which pointed to Christ, at the time when this great person wai 
about to be manifested. The gift of phrophecy, and that of miracles hafl 
^ ceased amongst the Jews above four hundred years ; and therefore, it must 
^ {)e suppossed, that this miraculous event would rouse the attention of the 
nation, awaken every desire in their hearts for the coming of the Messiah^ 
^ make ihera more circumspect in observing the tokens of his appearance^ 
And as the Jewish nation, at this time, was under great tribulation and 
contempt, and oppression of the Gentiles, it may be supposed, that the 
God of Israel graciously condescended to give them this eminent to- 
ken of his favour, and gave this wonderful healing virtue to these blood- 
stained waters, that they might not despair of the fulfilment of his ancient 
promises,, but have an eye to the blood of the covenant, and expect the 
appearance of that great person, of whom Isaiah prophesied, '* lie was 
wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities." And at 
God was pleased, at this time, to give such a wonderful healing virtue 
ito a fountain of water, it may reasonably be supposed, that he designed 
to lead the minds of the devout worshippers in bis temple to that great 

(lersoUi of whom it was prophesied that he should be ^' a fountain opened 
or s>in and uncleanness." 

Jl£sus being come to Jerusalem to the feast of the passover, 1ie repaired 
to the pool of Bethsada, and took a view of the various subjects of disease^ 
infirmity, and affliction, which crowded the porches, and waited for the 
Iroubling of the waters. Had these miserable objecta applied to our great 
Redeemer for help, no doubt, they would all have experience the great 
effects of that power of healing, which this illustrious person so eminently 
possessed ; but it is to be supposed, that he was absolutely unknown 
asmongst them, and no blessing or benefit was expected from him. I'hii 
inay be supposed to be the reason why our great liedeemer, did not extend 
liis heavenly goodness to the whole number of those afflicted and diseased 
persons; for the general account which the evangelists give of his divine 
compassion on other occasions is, that ** he healed all who came to him." 
.Such diseased persons who left their habitations, oat of a persuasion of his 
divine power and goodness, were the first objects of bis compassion, and 
never returned without a curie ; but the sick at the pool of Bethsada, were 
•attentive to other means of relief^ and thought not of the Redeemer 
jQf Israel. 

Amongst these miserable objects, was a man whio had laboured under his 
fdisease oo leHiban thirty- eight years. The long continuanoe,as well as the 
^stressful mitare of this man's affliction, was well known to the Son of God ; 
il^daiaoo(it the great numbei of diaeased personf.wbiob IwMMd ccawdr^ 
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fn$ l%e pordiet llitk nrrMndftd the pool, our exalted 9t?loar d ogled oiA 
tbif poor man at the object of his compassion ; and aeeoited him with thia 
question, '* Wiittboa bn made whole?" This qaestion seemed designed to 
excite ihe attention of the people around, and to give the impotent man an 
•pportanitj of relating the malignant nature, & long continaance of his dis- 
ease, and of eonseqaeneti making manifest the divine power which coald 
Instantaneoosly remove it. The infirm person, thinking the qaestion of 
oar Lord had an immediate reference to the waters of the pool, replied, 
** Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to pat me into the pool ; 
bat while I am coming, another steppeth down biefore me." Bot oar great 
Itedeemer soon convinced hint, diat ne was not to receive h\% care from 
the healing virtue of the waters, nor to wait till the angel came down to 
ironble them : b it would receive immediate relief, by the mighty power 
of the Son of G}d, and accordingly, bid him *' arise, take up his bed, and 
wa'.k." The powerful words bad no sooner fallen from the lips of this 
divine person, than th« great erent took place. The impotent man felt • 
•udden warmth and vigour run throagh his relaxed nerves, and bis feeble 
Mmbs assamed iheir youthful strength ; when, finding himself able to per* 
form the coniinand of his great benefactor, he made no scruple of taking 
up his bpd,and carrying^ it efong the streets, though it was the Sabbath-da/. 

So great a miracle coa'd not fail exciting the wonder of the spectators ; 
end the new cured man, carrying bis bed through the city on the Sabbith* 
day, which was a thing not practised by the Jews, and must have a strange 
appearance to the beholden, would not fail to spread the account of thit 
event throagh tlie whole city. The man, who bad so wonderfully recovered 
the use of his limbs, did not scruple to obey the commands of the DivinA 
Physician, Chough they were contrary to the custom of his country, and 
would be iikely to expose him to the blamf* of the Jews ; he well kneer 
that apsrsf n who could perform such wonderful works, must be a great 
prophet ; & he supposed that such a person would not order him to peiform 
eny action which was sinful, and ther«*fore, regardless of the reproaches he 
met witli from the Jr*ws, he carried his bed through the streets of the city:* 
The Jews beheld him with a mixture of indignation and contempt, and 
angrily told him, that it was not lawful for him to carry his bed on the 
Sabbath-dity. But the man« elated by his happy deliverance, and holding 
his great br^nefactor in the highest esteem, thought it sufficient to answer, 
** He that made me whole, the same said unto me. Take up thy bed and 
walk," John V. 11. The Jews, not satisfied with this answer, sharplyr 
inqaired,who it was that had made him whole ; which question the man wai 
not able to answer, as Jesus, as soon as he had performed the miradc;^ 
kad mixed with the crowd, and wasimpeiceivably departed from them. 

Some time after this, the person who had thus been miraculously restor- 
ed, met with the Divine Physician in the temple, who took the opportunity 
to impress on his mind, a sense of the great benefit he had received, end 
iha obligations he lay under to amend his life : '* Behold thou art made 
whole,'* said oar great Redeemer, ** sin no more, lest a worse thing come 
upon thee." The evangelist has not informed us what effect thia 
ed monition had on the person who had been healed ; but having by thia 
event found out his great benefactor, he, no doubt, expecting the whole 
ifatfon would revere so extraordinary a person, went to the rulers of the 
Jew4, and told them, that '' it was Jesus who had made him whole. ^' 

This information had a very different eflRBct than what might be expect* 
cd ; the pride and obstinacy of the rulers of Israel, prevented their convie* 
Aion and their inveterate prejudices blinded their eyes, so that every mast* 
fettation of divine power was lost on them : for instead of reverencing the . 
Redeemer of Israel, and rejoicing that God had remembered his people, 
they tumultuoosTy attacked him in the temple, and probably, carried hint 
Mire the Subedfim, wltb en Intention to take twey bit life, becaote im 
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laid done good on the 8abbatb-dsy. Oar grett Redeemer, in answer txp 
Ibcir emlnmnly observed, that by doing good on the tabbath day, he acted 
consiateni with the conduct of his heavenly Father, who, as Su^ireme Gov- 
ernor of the nnl verse, carried on the order of nattire, and supplied tho 
wants of his numeroos ereatares, without distinction of days; and whose 
providence is constantly employed in doing good to the sons of men with- 
out intermission, or regard to the times and seasons. Bat the Jews were 
sot to be convinced by argument, they cherished in their minds a growing 
rancour, and an implacable hatred to the Son of God ; so that what he 
bad observed, instead of composing their minds, only tended to irritate 
and inflame them : and they attacked him with mortal hatred, and all the 
virulence of abuse,- and stood determined to take away his life, because '* he 
not only bad broken the sabbath, but bad said that God was bis Father ; 
making himself equal with God." 

Hadtbe Jews been wrong in this eoncYusion, that CfiRiaT, in the ac- 
count which he gave of himself, made himself equal with God, no doubt 
tfaat dSvine person, in whom dwelt eteruiil truth, woo'd have sst them to 
lights in a matter of such high importance, which so nearly concerned 
bimself, and which he wa« the only proper person to explain. But we 6ml, 
that the following discourse of our great Redeemer^ did not tend to discred- 
it such a conclusion, but to establish and enforce it. He begins with observ- 
ing, that so close is the connexion, and such the equality between himself 
end the Father, that the same works which are ascribed to one, may be 
properly ascribed to the other. *• Verily, verily, I say un!o you," said our 
treat Redeemer, ^ tbe son can do nothing himself, but what be seeih the 
rather do ; for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son like- 
wise : for the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that him* 
telf doeth ; and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may 
marvel" From this testimony which the Son of God bears to his own 
divinity, it is evident that all men should honour the Sun as they honour 
the Father, and that the stupendous works of creation, providence, and 
grace, may be justly ascribed to our dear fmmanual ; and him we may 
adore, as the Great Maker, the AH wise and All potent preserver, the Great 
Supreme Govern Dr, and Judge of the aniverse. 

The Saviour of the world then proceeded to refer to those partiL*u!ar 
works which manifested him to be the Son of God, and of consequr>nce, by 
tiieir own conclusion, equal with the Father; and in this view he men- 
tions the manifestation of his divine power in raisinr the dead : " Vefp 
ily, verily; I say unto you, the hour is coming, and now is. ivhen the 
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God ; anid they tliat hear shall 
live. For as the Father hath life in bimself, so he hath given to the Son 
to have life in bimself: and hath given him authority to execute judg* 
ment also, because he is the son or man." The evidence of the divinity 
of the Saviour of the world, arises not only from the divine power which he 
manifested in raiung the natural dead, bat was also abundantly manifest 
by bis divine power, exerted in raising dead sinners; which U a work 
Vrhich can be effected by nothing less than tbe mighty power of God ; and 
to which these remarkable words seem to allude. 

But our great Redeemer proceeds further to assert and enforce his own 
diTinity, and equality with his Father, by observing, that to him is assigned 
the great work of sitting in jodgment, & fixing the eternal state of all man- 
kind. ** Marvel not at thU,** Mdd be, ** for the hour is coming, in which all 
Ibat are in the graves shall come foKb: they that have done good, to the 
resurrection of life, & they that hare done evil, to the resurrection of dam« 
Balion. And my lodgment is just, beeauio'I seek not mine own will, but 
tbe will of my Plather who sent m^,^ In that great and terrible day, the 
fate of a falling world will be decided by Unerring Wisdom, and the invari- 
Me rules of rfffhteonmess and goodness : for the great Jodge of heaven and 

tb» bath a foil and clear perception of every action ^\h^^ Vaa ^ma ^«^ 
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formed from Ihe beginning to the end of time; and be is absolutely Sm^ 

Sartial and unbiassed, having no inclinalioQ to satisfy, no end to pursue, 
ifferent from those of his heavenly Father. 

Tiie great Saviour of the world, as a further confirmation of hisdivinity^ 
appealed to the testimony of John, to whom the Phari:iees had formily sent 
a deputation to know his opinion of Christ. Our Lord obserfed,that '* ha 
was a burning & a shining light,'* in which, for a time, the Jews greatly re- 
joiced,and they had cause to rejoice,becau3S the prophetic spirit* which had 
•o long cnased in IsracJ, had been revived in that holy man ; and he had 
given a full and clear testimony, that Jksus was the San of God : but 
bur Redeemer proceeded to a greater testimony than that of John, which 
was no other than God himself, who by the miracles which he daily direct- 
ed him to perform, was bsaring a constant witness to the truth of bis di- 
vinity, and had by an audible voice at his baptism, declared him to be hi^ 
well-beloved Son ; a voice which multitudes of peoplb had heard, and per* 
bapSy some of thoie to whom he was now speaking. 

And for a furlhor confirmation of the threat truth he had been maintain- 
ing, our Lord, as a means to strike a fuliccnviction in the minds of tha 
Jews, with whom he Vr'as conversing, appealed to their own Scriptures: 
" Search lh;i Scriptures ; for in tlierij ye think ye have eternal life : and 
they are they which tebtify of mc." But notv»'ithstandin^ the clearness of 
the ancient prophecies, and the remarkable manner in which they describe 
e.d and pointed cut the Siviour of sinners, that unhappy nation wa%. 
to blinded by their prejudices and vices, that they could r.ot believe. The 
Jews had lor.;^ c]^p.!clc(j the Messiah to appear amongst them, but they had 
former! very dilF^^rent conceptions of his appearance, than the designs of 
hcnvea, or the (I ascription of their prophets. The Scribes and Pharisees 
had loii;^ aniiis:'d t\?mse!ves, and filled the minds of the people, ivith grand 
and ma;;iiin..>ent idjas of Ihii Messiah's kingdom ; they had represented 
Mrn as a potent prince, who was to be adorned ivilh all the ensigns of pow- 
iti'y and the glory of sovereign greatness; he v^as to sit on the throne of bi^ 
lather David, and raise it in power, greatness, glory, grandeur, and mag- 
iiificenoe, above all the kingdoms of the earth. Hence it was, that they. 
«auld not aci<now!ed;^e Jesus as thiiir Messiah; they took offence at tha 
Toeinness of his appearance ; and though tha mighty works which 
lie p!rformid, fuUy manifested the truth of his mission, and were sufiicienb 
to convince every i.oipartial and unprejudiced mind, that he was really tha 
Messiah ; yet the pride of that infatuated nation, could not sloop so low 
as to acknowledge him : nor could their tcachers,who had filled their 
minds with such vast expectalions of temporal greatness, condescend tc^ 
confess themselves so much mistaken in the meaning of the prophets. 

Dut to conclude this discourse, our Lord proceeded to observe that ha 
liims'ilf bhould not ba their only accuser to his Father, but they would ba 
eondemned for their iniidelity by their great legislator, Moses, on whon^ 
they trusted us th/ir invariable friend. *' Do not think," said he, *' that 1. 
will accuse yon to t!ie Father ; there is one that accusetb you, even Mo- 
ses, in whom ye Irn-jt: forbad ye believed Moses, ye would have believe^ 
me for he wrol^^ of me; bat if ye believe not his writings, bow shall ya^ 
believe my word !*" 



ba 



With such observations and arguments as these, the blessed Jcsuscomr 
tted the pride and prejudice of tlie Jewish, nation, and proved himself ta 
bathe Son of God, the great Judge of the whole earth, and the Messiab 
promised by the ancient prophals ; and so plain and convincing were tb» 
|iroof and arguments he brought, that his adversaries could nut reply : bat 
IboDgh they were silenced by t.h*; wisdom of his words, their old prejudice^ 
remiined ; and their being baffled and overcome in every contest, filled 
them with a growing rancour and settled haired to his [lerioa, whidk 
frhfwed itself on every occasion, and proceeded fio far as to iniUGS tUem tfll 
cizdcavor to take away bit Ufa. 
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iWor wit U Tong before the proad tnd envious Scribes tnd Pharisees foiiiidt 
«? fresh opportanity to exclaim against our great Redeemer, and pur!iue him 
With their impertinent objections & cayals ; for going with his train through 
Ihe corn fields on the sabbath- day, his disciples plucked the ears of corn amf 
eat the grain, after robbing it in their hands, and the Fhan&ees with the ut- 
most severity and bitterness exclaimed against this as a profanation of tha 
sabbath. Oaf Lord, in reply to this calumny reminded them of the con- 
duct of David, who, in a case of necessity, when he fled from Saul, permit- 
ted his servants, and presumed himself, to cat of the shew-bread which' 
was kept in the tabernacle, and was not lawful for any to eat but the priest j' 
and further to convince them of the folly of their remarks, our Lord re-, 
ferred them to the conduct of their own priests, who constantly performed^ 
the necessary work of the temple on the sabbath-day : from whence it ap- 
pears, that works of necessity had been always permitted on the sabbath)- 
day, though it was contrary to the command of thfe law. Our Lord fur-, 
ther observed, that it was necessapy the Scribes and Pharisees shoa!d\ 
know that *' the son of man was Lord of the sabbath:" for as the work 
which himself and his disciples constantly attended to was promoting tho 
eternal interest of mankind, they had a greater right to claim an excm- 
tion from the strict observance of the sabbath than the priests in the tem-' 
pie, who were only eoncefned iii the practice of ritual observances, could 
pretend to. And in the conclusion of this discourse, our great Redeemer 
took notice that acts of mercy should always be performed, though Ihef 
were attended with the violation of some of the sacred inititulions of tho 
<ieremomal law ; for it would be inverting the order of nature, and revert- 
ing the immutable rules of reason and the nature of things, to suppose 
that '' man was made for the sabbath, and not the tabbalb for the use and , 
beneSt of man." 

Soon after this debate witfi the Scribes and Pharisees, our blessed Sa* 
i^our entered one of the synagogues of Jerusalem on the sabbath-day^ 
«nd in the assembly there was a man whose right hand was withered. 

The Pharisees rightly concluded that such an object of distress would 
«xcite the compassion of that divine physician,, who had so often exerted 
the wonderful power he possessed in behalf of the helpless and miserable r 
and observing that Jesus took particular notice of the infirm person they 
vratched him with all the keenness and rancour of the most inveterate ma- 
lice, concluding that they should now have an opportunity of accusing hin» 
td the people as a breaker of the sabbath. So full of pride and self-sufli- 
ciency was this hypocritical generation, and so greatly they valued them- 
yelves on the exact performance of external ceremonies, that they could 
openly accuse our great Redeemer of a capital offence for healing the dis- 
eased on the sabbath day : but so blind and stupid were these doctors of the 
laW, that they could not see that themselves were profaning and pollutioi; 
thbt sacred day of rest, by indulging the most diabolical dispositions, and 
practising the most atrocious actions which could be committed. Such was 
their endeavoring to destroy a virtuous and innocent person, who had ne« 
ver injured them, whose conduct and character demanded the highest re- 
•pect, and whose life was spent in promoting the besfc interest of roankindv 

The Saviour of the world was not unacquainted with their deadly ma- 
Hce, nor their present intentions to take an advantage of his heavenl|p 
gdodness ; he knew the rancour of their hearts ; he penetrated their deep* 
est designs ; and unmoved by their impotent rage, he ordered the person to- 
stand up in the full view of the whole congregation^ aiul publicly avowed 
b^s design to heal him. 

The hypocritical teachers of Israel exclaimed against the beneficent ac-- 
tion'hd was about to perform, as an impious and unlawful profanatioa of 
the sabbath. '^ Isit," said they, *' lawful to heal on the sabbalhday ?" U 
is 19r<ft(;^ba' supposed that^ by this exclamation, Ihey dti\^w«l V^^tvivoib 
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the prcform&nee of the miracle, bat rather to draw rren oor greet 1tM» 
dfeiiief iUL*h an aniwer as Ihej might take advantage of, and which fnigbt 

tiveUiem an opportunity to aocase him with the greater sacceis : but oat 
rord answered them in such a manner ab let them know that he penetra- 
ted their deepest designs, and at the same time bb£9cd and confounded 
their utmost rai;e. ** is it," said he, *' lawful to do good on the sabbath* 
duy, or lo do evil ? To save life, or to destroy it ?" Is it lawful for yoa, ye 
most dl*.te^table lupocrites, to harbour in >our minds the most infernal 
f ancour and hatred against me ; and with the highest injustice and cruelty to 
plot agai«>t my life on the sabbath duy ? And is it not lawful for me to re- 
store, lu hi» Trrmer strength this poor diblressed man who stands before you ? 
Tlie justice and severity of this rebuke struck them dumb ; and, not being 
able CO reply, they pretended not to nnderstadd his meaning : but to leave 
Iheni withoQt excuse, oor Lnrd made use of an argument which stupidity 
itself could not mistake, and wl.ich all the sophistry of these hypocritical, 
teacher;* was not able to evade. ** What man," said our exalted Saviour^ 
** shall there he amongst you, who shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a 
pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out ? How 
Bincli then is a man bietter than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well 
on the sabbath day." 

Ttiis plain reference to their own practice was so clear and convincing, 
that tliev could pot pretend to be ignorant of it; and so full that they were 
riTectually silenced though they were determined not to be convinced.-^ 
This wicked perverseness and unconquerable obstinacy grieved the spirit of 
the meek and lowly, the kind and benevolent Son ot God, who looking 
round on his enemies with a mixture of compassion and sorrow, kindly 
commanded the lame man to stretch out his hand : the man gladly obeyed, 
and in»;antly it was restored whole as the other. 

This astonishing work oor great Redeemer performed in a large con* 
gKgaticn in the full view of all the people, in whom the foregoing dispute 
had rai»ed a curiosity to behold the event ; and as, no doubt, it was per- 
fcrmod on a person that frequented the synagogue, most of the persona 
there (present were acquainted with the man, while be laboured under thia 
infirmity, and seeing Jesus in such a situation in the midst of his most in* 
▼elernie enemies, it must certainly have a great effect on the minds of the 
bplioidiTs.cspoeially as they saw that it had effectually silenced the Pbariseea, 
who had notiiing to offer, either against the miracle itself, the proofs and 
rc£&unin;;8 urf^ed for the fitness and propriety of it, or the divine power of 
liini who hud performed it. 

but tliough th(*se proud, envious, and hypocritical teachers were astonish- 
ed at the mirieles, and silenced by the arguments of the Son of God, yet 
they were far from giving up their unjust and cruel institotions : for though 
they bore an inveterate hatred to the Sadducees and Herodians because 
lli^> preMimrd to differ from them in their religious sentiments, yet they 
rf'u d joid wiih these persons they so much despised, and consult with 
thuin ifi ord(!r to take away his life. 

hor (hey well knew if he continued the coarse of his ministry, and pro* 
duri'd iiuch iT)contestib:e evidences of divine power, the people would fol- 
low iiiin ; when their own weight and influence would quickly decline, and 
tii*^ir preuchin^ become contemptible. Jesus well knew their wicked de* 
s'ign4, y^ he did not think proper at this time any further to oppose then 
lot ret'.r«'d into Galilee, to the borders of the lake of Chinnereth. 

i'hi» letreat of our great Redeemer seems to have displeased some of his 
disripiri, who had strongly imbibed the popular idea of the Messiah's tem- 
p4iral U>ngdnin,tind expected that he would have estabHsbed his authority 
by forr#, and exerted * is divine power to bear down all opposition ; and 
they \^cre extremely mortified to find ihe.r master give way, and seem te 
deciiue any farther contest. But the obscarity of his retreat could not 
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fKMMeal him from Uie moltilndet wbo flocked to him from all qaarters^ 
bringing with them their lick and diseased ; and his heavenlj goodness 
h^ealed ihem all. Nor woald the disciples have been offended at ihi j mild 
and peaceable condact of their master, had they attentively considered the 
propnec^ of Isaiah, where this peaceable disposition is particularly insist- 
ed on as eminently distihgaishihg the character of the JHessiah. '* Behold 
my servant whom 1 have chosen ; my beloved, in whom my soul is well 
pleased : i will put my spirit upon him, and he shall she^ judgment to the 
uentiles. He s^iall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear hit 
Toice in the streets. A braised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax 
lie bhall not qaench, till be send forth Judgment nnto victory. And in hli 
name sba]I the Gentiles trast.'^ Matt. xii. 12, iic. 

The small variations between this profihecy, as quoted by St. Matthew, 
and the original in the book of lsaian> are of no consequence, as the sense 
is the same ; and here it may be worthy of remark, that this prophecy de- 
scribes the publication of the Christian religion by JesujI Christ, vastly 
different from that of tbe Jeivish religion by Moses. The law of IVIose^ 
was published with thdnder and fire, and the strongest circumstances of 
terror from mount Sinai, and only extended to the single nation of the fs< 
raelites : the doctrine of salvation, as published by the Messiah, was miM, 
peaceable, and gentle, and was extended to every nation and people under 
heaven. . Accordingly, our Lord, .by retiring to Gali'ee, fuifilled the first 
part of this famous prophecy, *' He shall shew judgment to the Gentiles ;'' 
for we are informed by the Evangelist that great multitudes came to him 
£rom bevond Jordan, and from Syria, and from the countries about Tyre 
and Sidoii. . , 

While our Loi*d remained in Galilee, there was brought onto him a blind 
and ddmb man, possessed with a devil ; but he, with a single Word, cast 
but the evil spirit, and immediately restored to the pour man the noble fa- 
culties of sight and speech. An event so surprising, so miraculous, and so 
suddenly wrought, could not fail of exciting the astonishnient of the be- 
holders ; and the honest plain hearted part of the nation were inclined to 
believe. But the t^hariseies, who had followed hini from Jerusalem with' 
the basest intentions, were fiiled with the most tormenting envy at seeing 
him perfoi'm such surprising miracles, and burning with all the rage of dis- 
appointed malice, contrary to all the rules of reason and the conviction of 
their own minds, impudently and wickedly ascribed his miracles to the 
power of the devil : ad affirmation so horrid, abominable^ and desperately 
wicked, could not escape the notice, or fail of f xciting the sharp rebukes of 
the Son of God ; who addressing himself both to bis enemies and the sur- 
rounding multitudes, demonstrated the absurdity and impossibility of sack 
ft conclasion from the common affairs of life. *' Every kingdom'^ said the 
blessed Jesus, "divided against itself is brought to desolation: a-d 
every city or house divided against itself shall not stand : and if Satan cast 
out Satan, he is divided against himself : how then shall his kingdom 
stand ?" How foolish and ridiculous is it to suppose that ih^' devil would 
act against himself, and undermine the foundations of his own kingdoni ! 
To which our great Redeemer thought fit to add, ** If I by Beelzebub ca^t 
ont devils, by whom do your childrcin cast them out ? Therefore they 
shall be your judges. But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then 
is the kingdom of God come unto yon." You did not impute the miracles 
of yonr prophets to Beelzebub, but received them on the evidence of these' 
miracles as the messengers of God : but ye reject me, who work greater 
and more numeroqs miracles than they, and impute them to the power of 
the devil. Is this conduct consistent ; or is it possible to reconcile it to 
reason or common sense ? These prophets therefore shall be your judges; 
and they shall condemn you. But if it is true, that 1 cast out deviis by the 
Ahaughty Power tftd Spirit of God, it follows, that the kingdom of God 
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80 long expected, and ardentfy desired, is i^oing to be esUbliabed ^morijjn 
voa. Is not the horrid impudence of this blasphemy of yours really aston^ 
ibbing I But, great as your crime is, it may yet be forgiven ; because failed 
and more manifest evidences of the truth of my mission, may hereafter 
convince you of your wickedness, and excite yon to believe ; and the 
Lime is coming when the Son of man shall be raised from the dead, antf 
the gift of miracles by the power of the iloly Ghost will be bestowed on 
almost etery believer. The nature of the Messiah's kingdom will be moref 
fully explained, and such proofs given, as if attended to, will be abundant- 
ly sufficient to remove your prejudices and overcome yoor obstinacy and 
prevailing nnbelief. But if you then shot your eyes, and speak evil against 
the Holy Ghost, contrary to the conviction of your minds, raalicion^y ai* 
cribing the miracles wrought by his power, and his extraordinary gifts, to 
proceed from the prinee of darkness, you have wilfully shot your eyef 
against the light } you have ^ared to insult the eternal God to his face; 
you have resistof, wilfully resisted, the last mean^ which he will use to con- 
vince you: & yott never will be forgiven, but shall surely fall under thefierce* 
ness of his wrath, bothift this wof Id & that which is to come. '* Wherefore 
f say unto you, all manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men : 
but the blasphemy agiunst the Holy Gho&t shall not be forgiven unto men. 
And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son ofmaii, it shall be forgiv- 
en him : but whosoever speaketh again«t the Hely Ghost, it shall not be 
forgiven him, neither in> tms world, neither in the world to come."' 

This awful and alarming denunciation against the blasphemy of the Ho< 
y^ Ghost, was probably laid down by oar Saviour at this time, to apprise 
the Phaiisees of their danger, to awaken them to a sense of their obstinate 
and envious opposition of the truth, and make them afraid of the conse- 
quence if they presisted in such detestable calumnies, when their own 
bearls told them, that they had no foundation on reason,, but what flowed 
from malice and resentment : but the roost powerful argutnent^^ or the 
most awful threatenings, had no effect on this obstinate and perverse race 
of mortals, who sarcastically answered, *' Master we would see a sign from; 
ihee.^^' What astonishing stupidity ! Had he not, the moment before,, casb 
out a devil, and restored the Acuities of sight and speech to the blind and 
dumb I Had not he cleansed lepers, raised the dead, and- rebuked the tem- 
pestuous winds^ and raging waves of the sea ! Were not these signs saf*- 
iicient to have convinced the most obstinate Mid bigotted mortal ! What 
therefore could these stubborn dioctors of the law require! Well might 
tfae^ great Sairiour of the world call them ** a wicked and- adulterous gen»> 
ration ;" for certainly they could justly pretend to no part of the faith and' 
piety of their great father Abraham ; he believed God, and it was imonted: 
Vo him for righteousness : but they, by their malicious obstinacy, and aeter- 
mined unbelief, added sin to sin* and plunged themselves into the depth of 
iniquity and wiekednessw. Persons of such perverse dispositions, and incor- 
rigible tempers,, merited' no indulgence ; and, therefore, our great Re* 
dcemer bold theni> that no sign- should be given, but that of the prophet 
Jonah,, who^ by laying three days and three nights in the belly of the whale^ 
was a type of the Son of God, who should continne three days and tfare» 
nights in the chambers^of the grave. 

Our liord then proceedt»d to observe, thai the obstinacy, penrersenesf, 
«nd wickedness of that generation, was greater than that of the most bar- 
barous, ignorant, and idolatrous nations, who would rise in judgment wills- 
them and condemn thenb The people of Nineveh repented at the preach- 
ing of Jonah ; and the queen of the south took a long journey to behold 
the wisdom of Solomon : but the obstinate wicked, and unbelieving Jews., 
would not repent, at the preaching*, and repeated warnings of tbe Son of* 
God, nor learn wisdom from the Eternal Fountain of Wi»iom itself. 

Our Lord then concluded his discourse with a parable, which shewed 
ibe great danger of wilfully op|)osing ^ resisting the truth, as such. practices. 
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taid to m&ke meD.hftbitaally and deflperately wicked, tnd, in every reipect, 
more obdurate and abandoned than defore. 

Daring this dispute with the rulers of Israel, Jesus was informed, that 
his motbef and his kinsman waited without, desiring an interview with him ; 
upon which, with a look of the tenderest affection, he stretched out hit 
band towards his disciples, and satd, ** Behold my mother and my brethren ! 
for whosoever shall do the will of my Father which h in heaven, the same 
is my brother, and lister, and mother,*' Matt. xii. 49, 50. These lemark- 
nble words ought to be recdved with the warmest gratitude, and the most 
exalted joy, by ewery christian ; since from this divine declaration, it may 
lie learnty that a faith in Christ, which works by love, and produces a 
jBonformity lo the precepts of the gospel, gives the believer a claim to the 
liigh title of a Son of the Most High, and a near relation to bis dear Re- 
deemer : by this divine principle, the believer lays hold on the blessings and 
privileges, which belong to his spiritual Inrth, he claims a kindred to the 
skies, he becomes acquainted with his union with the Divine Nature, and 
C4Q qtafid befoce the throne of the Eternal God, and call bim bis Father. 
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CHAPTER XVI- 

^£808 delivers several Parables from a SAipy to the Multitudes that were 
standing on Shore : lie receives a second Fisit from his relations : 
At Evening he retires to Capernaum, and delivers more Parables to 
his Disciples : Afterxoards he returns to Nazareth^ his ozon City^ and 
sends his Apostles to preach about that Country : He then repairs to 
the Desart of JBethsada and provides a miraculous Repast far the 
whole Multitude 

THE public debate in which Jcsvs was engaged with the Piiarlseeg, 
imd the miracles which was the occasion of it, brought together such a 
vast concourse of people, that, for tl\o greater fucility of instrucliug them, 
our great Redeemer repaired to the sea side. The crowd pressed so close 
about him, that he was incommoded in his office of speaking, and for the 
greater conveniency, he entered a ship, and put off to some small distance 
from the shore, while, the attentive multitudes remained on dry land: be- 
ing thus conveniently accommodated for public speaking, our divine In- 
^atructor proceeded to lay down several precepts of the utmost importance, 
which he thought proper to introduce in the parabolical style. This was a 
mode of instruction very common in the oriental nations, and it was the 
general method of the old prophets, John the Baptist and our blessed Sav« 
iour, to inculcate divine ana moral trnths,-in the beautiful m^thod'of iliosioa 
and fable ; and some times so to contrive the discourse, that it had an im« 
mediato reference to those objects, which at that very time presented them- 
selves to the view of the audience. This method of instructing was. on 
several accounts, particularly adapted to. the designs of divine conduct, and 
the circumstances of the Jewish nation, at the time of the Messiah's ap- 
pearance. Similitudes of this kind, are the most easy and simple methods 
of teaching ; they are best accomodated to the apprehensions of the igno- 
rant and unlearned, and are very easy to be understood, remembered, 
aYtd applied at the same ^ime, they are the fmest veil for mysteri<>s, and the 
best medium for concealing from the proud and obstinate, those troths 
which their perverseness and infidelity render them imworthy of having 
Sioreclear^ revealed. 
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* These obcert^ations seem to be alladed to by onr grett Redeemer Uiii- 
self, u hen his disciples asked, why he taught the people in parables ?. 
** Because," said he, ** it is given unto you to know the mysteries of th^ 
kingdom of heaven ; but to them it is oot given : for whosoever hath, to 
liim shall be given, and he shall have qiore abundance : but whosoever hatb 
not, txom him shall be taken away, even that he halh. Therefore spealc 
Y unto them in parabirs ; because in seeing they see not : and in bearing 
they iicar not, neither do they understand/' Matt. xiii. 11, &c. 'The belov- 
ed disciples, whom our Redeemer, by his divine power had made of an hum« 
ble, i^^achible dispo:>ition, whose minds, by an heavenly influence, were be* 
come docile, apt to Icarn^ and open to instruction, were thus addressed by 
the divine Instructor ; and he gives them to understand, that it would be Ii4^ 
advantage to them, nor to any that sincerely desired to be instructed, and at^ 
tended on him in humility of heart, that the truths he delivered were clothed 
in parables ; for such persons would carefully consider his words, and resort 
t') him for their explana'ion: and the truths themselves, clothed in this beaati* 
ful veir, would be more attractive to the humble in(^uiring mind ; arid, 
when carefully considered, appear plain, simple, and easy to be understood. 
But the proud, self-conceited Scribes and Pharisees, were so blinded by 
their prejudices, that they would Aot give them.selv^s time to consider, boC 
would heartily despise such methods of teaching, and condemn, as low and 
contemptible, the plain allusions in which the divine truths were represented. 
Our gieat Redeemer did not alter his manner of teaching, for ther sakea^ 
but dressed t^e great truth of the gospel in such metaphorical robes as they 
did heartily despise, and which would for ever cenceal them fron^ persons of 
their temper and condu;;t. Nor need it be wondered at, the blessed Jesus 
further observed : that be tooU this method with this sort of men ; for it had 
been projjhesled of him, that he should ^' open his mouth in parables, and 
Btter things which had been kept secret from the foundation of the world." 
And concerning the pride, obstinacy, perverseness, and infidelity of the 
riilcrs ot the Jews, Isaiah had! long ago propiiesied to them, that« ^'by 
bearing ye shall hear, and not understand ; and seeing ye shaUsee, and not 
perceive : for this people's heart h waxed gross, and their ears are dull 
of hearing, and their eyes they {lave cjosed ; lest at any time th'^^y should 
see with their eyes, and hc^r with their ears, and should understand witll 
their hearts, and should be converted, and I should heal them.!' 

There is some little variation between the words, as quoted by our SaT« 
iour, and those found in the prophecy of Isaiah, but the meaning is the 
^ame in each, and the sense manifestly is, that the Jewish nation shoulijl 
hear the doctrines of the gospel, but not understand them : a|id see the 
iniracles wrought in confirmation of the truth of those doctrines but not 
perceive them to be wrought by the power of God : not because theeyiden* 
ces produced by our great Redeemer, ware insufficient to convir^ce ajudl- 
cious and impartial inquirer after tvuth ; but because the corruption and 
depravity of the hearts of the proud Pharasees, woi^ld not suffer Ihem to 
examine & weigh these evidences ; for the sins of that people had harden* 
ed their hearts, their pride and vanity had shut their ears, and their hypo- 
crisy and bigotted adherence to tradition, and forced interpretations of the 
law, had closed their eyes ; so that the bright rays of divine truth could not 
fihme upon their dark minds, nor the powerful voice of heavenly wisdon^f 
awaken their attention, or command their assent. 

Such were the reasons assigned by our great Redeemer, for his teaching 
the people in parables ; and then he proceeded to remind his disciple^ of 
the gr*»at privil^es they enjoyed, in having the opportunity of leaLrning, 
from his heavenly lips, those things which the prophets of old so earnestfy 
desired to know and understand : *« But blessed, " said he, " are yonr eyes, 
^rthcy see ; and your ears, for they hear: for Verily 1 say untp you, that 
— prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things wh'icb y^ 
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|0e, and liave not seen them ; and to hear those thiogi wliicb ye bear, 
and biive not heard them." ' 

- The first parable whicH the blessed j£sus delivered to the maltitude. 
was that of the sower, who cast his seed into dilfprent kinds of soil, the 
prodact of which was answerable to the nature of the ground ; some 
yielding a large increase and some none at all ; by which he eieuar^ntly dis- 
Iplayed the saccess of tiis own doctrine,' aniongst the several kinds of bear- 
ers to which it woald be preached. *' A sower," said he, -* went forth to 
sow ; and when he sowed, some seed fell by the way side, and the fowls 
jcame and devoured them up : some fell upon stony places, where they had 
not mnch ear^b ; and forthwith they sprung up, because they bad no deep- 
ness of earth ; and when the sun was up, they were scorched ; and becanso 
tfaeyhad no root, they withsred away. And some fell among thorns, and 
the thorns sprung lip and choked them ; bat others fell into good ground, 
and brought forth fruit, some an hundred fold, some sixty fold, some 
thirty fold." 

This parable was peculiarly proper to be considered by the muUitodea 
who attended the Son of God, when such vast numbers heard his dis» 
courses, and so few practised his precepts, or profited by the heavenly doc- 
trines VyKlch he taught. Not only the niultitUde, but the disciples heard 
bim with a mixture of pleasure and «urprise ; and, not understanding his 
ineaning', tHey'wisre impatient to hear it explained ; and were very urgent 
to know, why he chpse that method of instruction. 

The last' of tbe'se questions, our Lord answered in the manner before 

f elated ; and then, with condescending kindness, proceeded to give them 
he explanation oP the parable of the sower : '* When any one«" said he, 
*^ l^eareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it oot, then cometh 
the wicked one, ' and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. 
This is he which rcceiyeth the seed by the way side." The persons who are 
here represented as hearing the word of God without understanding, are 
those careliess hearers, whose minds are diverted from attending to those 
things which concern their everlasting peace, by the gay, trifling amuse* 
ments and afluring objects of senseV Such persons hear the word of God 
with so little attention, that they scarcely know what they hear ; and, for 
want of an habit of serious thinking, their ideas are loose and scattered, 
and an universal dissipation of mind drives out all solid reflection. Such 
persons as these, are at all times proper objects for the gpsat enemy of 
mankind to work upon ; be well knows how to take advantage of the va- 
cancy of thought, which exposes such minds to his malicious attempts ; 
and, when he finds the mind empty, he takes care to enter there, and fill 
it with such furniture', as soon erases the slight impressions it may have 
k^ceived by hearing the word of God. 

The second kind of hearers, described in the parable of the sower, are 
those who receive the word with a great degree of attention, and in 
whom it produces an outward reformation of conduct and behaviour ; 
but,not being impressed on Ae mind by the operation of the Divine Spirit, 
}t does not effect a real change of heart. Such persons, while things go 
on smooth, and they meet with success and encoaragement in the world, 
may make a profession, and appear to others, and think themselve reli« 
gious, but, like seed sown on hard, stony ground, which, though it springs 
up, and looks green for a while, yet, when the sun shines hot and bright , 
aoon withers for want of root ; they cannot stand in the day of adversity 
and trouble: *' for when tribulation, or persecution ariseth because of the 
Word, by and by they are offended. ' ' 

The third kind of bearers, are those who seem to receive the word of 
God with great earnestness and attention ; but however they may be de- 
ligbUd with it in the house of God, they do not carry a savor of it into the 
W^rld. lo some, the toil, trooUe^ care, and veaLatioQ armiv^^t^iaW^vt 
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circumstances in the world, so fill thf mind, engage the tttention, OTef« 
whelm the spirit, and oppress the heart, that, like a plant incnmbered and 
anrroanded with rank, {soisonous weeds, the word of God, which they have 
iieard, cannot grow ; the nohle truths of the gospel cannot have their pro- 
per influence on the mind, but gradually sink and decline, till at last they 
Are disbelieved, or totally forgotten. Qthers, who meet with their desired 
•occess in their worldly affairs, are so assiduous in the pursuit, and so en- 
tirely devoted to the aci|Qsition ot wealth, that e?ery thing to them seemi 
little and low which does not produce some teniporal advantag^e : as riehea 
Increase, they set their hearts upon them, and a worldly spirit '* chokei 
the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 

In opposition to those unprofitable hearers of the word, a fourth sort are 
represented in this parable, whose hearts, by the Holy Spirit, are prepared 
for the reception of divine truth ; for, as the best of ground, except it be 
ploughed, h'irrovf ed and cleansed by the husbandman, will not receive the 
seed, nor produce a plei^ifal harvest; so the heart of man, except it be 
changed by divine power, will ^not receive the word of God, nor produce 
«uch fruit as the gospel requires : but, when the heavenly seed falls on 
ibose h«>arts which have bean wrought upon and prepared by the Divine 
Spirit, the word is received with gladness, it takes deep root in the mind, it 
€>perates on all the powers and faculties of the soul, it terminates in 
obedience to the precepts of the gospel, and brings forth fruit to the honour 
and interest of Christ, in proportion to the capacities and circumstancea 
of the different subjects on which it falls, '^ in some an hundred fold^ ia 
some sixtv, and in some thirty.'* 

Our great Redeemer, having finished his explanation of the parable of 
the sower, he turned to his disciples, and explained to them, by the simil]« 
tude of a lighted candle, the use they were to make of the knowledge 
which they would acquire by conversing with him, and receiving his divine 
instructions. *^ Is a candle," said he, *' brought to be put under a bushel, 
or under a bed, and not to be set on a candlestick? For there is nothing 
hid which hhall not be manifested, neither was any thing kep^ secret, but 
it should come abroad.^' By which the divine Instructor gave them to 
understand, that, though now these heavenly troths where veiled in shades 
end figures, and taught to mankind in parables, the time would come, 
that they would be more clearly revealed, and as a lighted candlci exalted 
on high, illuminate the whole apartment where it is placed, so shall the 
brightness of divine truth, by their preaching, be spread abroad, and 
enlighten the dark nations of the earth : therefore, as the disciples of 
Christ were intended to convey the precepts of heavenly instruction to 
the dark, unenlightened nations of the world, our Lord reminded them, 
that it was a matter of the highest importance, that they should be rightly 
«nd fully taught those truths they were to bear to the remotest nations ; 
and, therefore, it behoved them to hear him with the utmost care and at- 
tention. *' Take heed," said he, '< what ye hear ; with what measure ye 
mete, it shall be measured to you ; and unte^ou that hear shall more be 
given. 

After our Lord had been thus discoursing to his disciples, he turned 
to the multitude on the shore, and, addressing them in the most pleasing 
and powerful manner, he delivered to them the parable of the enemy's sow- 
ing tares amongst the wheat. " The kingdom of heaven," says he, •* Is 
likened to a man which sowed good seed in his field : but while men slept, 
his enemy came and sowed tares amongst the wheat, and went his way. 
But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared 
the tares also. So the servants of the husbandman came and said unto 
liim, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field ? from whence then 
lialh it tares? He said unto them, an enemy hath done this. The sen- 
▼ants said unto him, Wilt tboo tbcDi that we go and gather them up? 
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^tit tie iaidl, Nay t 1^>^ ^^^^^ S^ gatber op the taref, ye root op also th& 
^heat with them. Let both grow together until the harrcst : and in the 
time of the harvest, 1 will say onto the reapers, Gatber ye the tares, and 
bind them in bundles to burn them : but gather the wheat into my barn.''^ 

This parable, as our Lord afterwards explained it to his discipies, re« 
htes to the different states of men at the end of the world. The hus- 
bandman is our great Redeemer himself ; the field is the Christian church, 
planted in various parts of the world ; those Christians who are enabled 
by the Holy Spirit to love the Lord Jssvs Christ, and bring fruit wor- 
thy their high profession, are the wheat ; and those who make an empty 
profession, without knowing the power of true religion are the tares. Thete* 
are seduced into the paths of wickedness by the enemy of God and man* 
and the parable elegantly represents, the mixed state of the professing 
church on earth, and the deplorable ead of the hypocrite and those wha 
know not God. Such characters as these may mix with the real Christians^ 
and may deceive for a time, by assuming the appearance of superior sanc- 
tity and strictness of life; yet they will not fail sooner or later, to betray 
themselves, and make it manifest that they are but tares amongst wheat. 
Yet we are taught by this parable, how sincerely soever we may wish ta 
free the church from all corruption both in doctrine and practice, it is not 
lawful for us to assu>me the prerogative of the great Judge of heaven and 
earth, by persecuting, or following with any corporeal punishment, any 
who we apprehend to be hypocrites and corrupters of true religion. The 
tares and the wheat are to grow together till harvest, they arc not to be 
separated, lest by mistaking the character of the persons, we bestow those 
censures, on the true Christian which belong to the hypocrite : but the har- 
vest will come when they will be separated by our great Redeemer hint- 
self, and his attending angels ; then the tares will be bound up in bundles 
and burnt, but the wheat carefully gathered into the barn. For at the end 
ef the world, our great Redeemer will distinguish between the pretended & 
the real Christian ; the wicked will be condemned to eternal torment, but 
the righteous will be received to life eternal ; when they *' shall shine fortb,. 
as the son, in the kingdom of their Father." 

The next parable which our exalted Redeemer thought fit to propose to 
the listening multitudes, was Ihat of the seed which sprang up and grew 
imperceptibly. ^* So is the kicgdom of God," said he, '' as if a roan shoald 
east seed into the ground, and should sleep, and rise night and day, and 
the seed should spring and grow up he knoweth not how. For the earth 
bringeth forth fruit of itself ; first the blade and then the ear. But wher> 
the fruit is brought forth immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the 
barvest is come."' This beautiful picture represents the gradual imd silent 
progress of the gospel in the heart of man ; as the husbandman does nol 
by any power of his own, cause the seed to grow when he has sown it; hut 
the blade and the fruit are produced by the power of the great Creator, and 
by thoso laws of nature which he hath established in thevegetftble creation: »o 
the seed of divine truth does not thrive in the heart of man by the power ot' 
the preacher, but by the silent and efficacious energy of the Spirit of God. 
Thus Jesus and his apostles, having preached the gospel in the wor]d» 
mnd taught the doctrines of true religion, they gave no commission to any 
to usetl^ terrors of fire and sword to propagate them, but left it to the si- 
lent and secret influence of the Holy Spirit. And it is very probable that 
Uie blessed Jesus spoke this parable to convince the Jews of their mis- 
take, in supposing that their Messiah would set up a temporal kingdom^ 
and advance his dominion by the means which are used in the world to 
rise to sovereign greatness : and also it might be intended to quiet the 
minds of his disciples, and prevent them from being discouraged when they 
aaw that an immediate and rapid success did not attend their labouiia 
ia the gospel. 
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Tbeoextparabfe which Jc8U9 spake to the rouUitade wa§ that ofibtf 
grain of mustard seed, which in Palestine and other part* of the East, riseai 
m)m a small seed to a large spreading tree. ** The kini^dom of heaven,'* 
iaid the divine Instructor, ** is like to a ^rain of mustard seed, which « 
man took and sowed in his field ; which indeed is the least of all seeds: 
biit when it is grown it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree so 
that the birds of the air come and lodge, in the branches thereof This 
nay be considered as a continuation of the subject of the former parables ; 
for though (he gospel seed may at first seem small and contemptible, aris« 
ihg from the crucifixion of its divine Author, the inveterate hatred and[ 
final unbelief of the Jews, the mortifying nature of its precepts, the weak-! 
ncss of the persons employed to propagate its divine truths, and the smalf 
ntimber and meanness of those who nrst received it ; yet being founded on 
eternat troth, and supported by divine power, it would increase to a sar-' 
prising e.x tint and greatness, filling the whole world, and affording divine 
Instruction and cojnfort to persons of alf nations, who bhould enjoy the 
high privilege's of the Me^siah^s kingdom, while the Jews, for their wicked- 
ness in opposing the troth, should be left in unbelief, cut off from bei'og a 
nation, and scattered like chaff over the face of the earth. 

Our greilt Redeemer then concluded his discourse with anotfier parable 
of nearly the same import with the foregoing. " The kingdom of heaven," 
said he, ** is like unto leaverf, which a woman took and hid in three mea- 
suresof meal, til! the whole is leavened :'* alluding to the silent and efTec- 
tual spreading of tiie gospel, by the poweiful influence of the Holy Spirit, 
and prevailing efTicacy of divine truth. 

While our Lord was employed in d^eliverlng ifiese elegant and Beautiful 
discourses, his mother and brethren came a second lime, desiring an inter* 
view with him : perhaps they were unwilling that he shooM weary himself 
wilh the conlinnal fatigue of preaching, anddid riot approve of his making 
himself 50 public, and appearing in so distinguished a character amongst 
such vast multitudes of people : and as it hereafter will appear in the coarse 
of this history, that his brethren did not believe in him, it is very likely \Aitf 
designed to take him home with them, and persuade him to attend to se< 
cular aH'air^. Cut our exalted Redeemer was not to be diverted from fol* 
lowing his father's work, and performing the great duties of his mission.— 
On these grounds he appears to have declined the desired interview, with' 
this answer, ** iMy mother and my brethren are those who hear the wbitf 
of Cod. and do it. 

Evening now approaching, the blessed Jesus dismissed thcmuUitudey 
and retired with his disciples to an house in Capernaum ; where, at their 
dcMf % ^ explained to ^em the parable of the tares of the field in the manner 
before related ; and Aien he proceeded to deliver to them Che parable of 
the Iressure hid in the field, and the parable of the pearl of great price. The 
first of these parables holds forth the abundant glory, excellency, and value 
rt( the gospel, above all earthly possessions ; and the last denotes the w!l« 
lingnt'ss of all those who are made acquainted with the high excellen- 
cy and abundant worth of the gospel, to part with their all in this w'orlcl 
to obtain it. But, that the disciples might be informed that a mixed mnl- 
litudc of people would make a profession of the gospel, and the hypocrite! 
would be blended with the Christians in such a manner as it would be 
difficult to separate them, he compared the gospel church to a net, which 
enclosed every sort of fish, good and bad, but were carfully separated 
when they WiTo drawn to land ; the good were preserved, and the bad 
thrown away : alludinpj to the great day of universal and eternal decis- 
ion and separation, when the righteous will be received into life eternal, 
and the wicked ca^t into hell. 

Our Lord having finished these discourses, he asked his disciples if they 

understood them, they answered in the affirraative; and our great Re- 

•dccoier added that every teacher of the gosiwl ought to resemble a person 
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fllioie fionse.was completely furnished, and bringeth *' forth oot of hii 
tmsarei things new and old." •' ' 

Not long after thli .bur great. Redeemer left Capernaum, and repaired to 
i^azareth, the .city where he had spent bis yonnger years, and where he 
had dwelt with his reUtions till he entered on his public ministry, and 
preiiched, amongst jiis old friends a^d countrym^^^n, .the glad tidings of the 
Kingdoip. But they,.Lhough astonished at his doctrine, could not overcome 
the..pTejudices they had formerly .conceived against him, on account of the 
meanness of his family,.and therefore would not own him to be the Messiah ; 
they jcodld fiol bvercronie the strong national prejudice they had conceived 
against th^ir promised Peliyerer^s appearing in a low mean condition in the 
world ; norcoald they giyc.up their ideas of the glory and grandeur of the 
Neifiali^S appeaj^nce, so far aa to suppose it possible that. Jks us should 
be tbejnan^..Oor Lord^ therefore, finding them in the same temper of 
fnind as when he formerly visited them, did nat.choaeto slay long with 
thrm, buit departed and taught in the neighbouring villages. 
. During our Sa,viottr.*s stay, at Nazare.th, he sent pot hip disciples to 
preac^ in different parts of Galilee, and proclaim the glad tidings-lhat God 
was going to estat^lish ,tbe glorious kingdom of the Mesnah, in which 
\ie would be. worshipped in spirit and truth ; and that they might dDfirm 
the doctrines they taught, and convince, the whole nation that they receiv- 
ed tbeir co;n mission from the Son of God, they were endowed with the 
1)0 wer. of working miracles. The evangelists nave not informed os how 
ong they continued their preaching ; but it is reasonable to suppose that 
they spent a considerable time in carrying on their work in several paita 
of the country. 

. The people perceiving such wonderful works preformed by the disciples 
of Christ, were exceedingly amazed, and their expectations were raised 
yery high ; for they, could hot recollect that the old prophets had ever 
given, to their servants thQ pojcver of working miracles, and of consequence, 
they cqnpladed that; Jesi:s mqst be greater than any of them. This ex- 
traordinary circumstance raised the attention of the nation, and spread 
his fame 80. effectually about the country, that it reached the ears of He- 
rod Antipas, the tetrarcb of Ghililee. This prince having lately, in an un* 
just and cruel manner, taken away the life of John the Baptist, he heard 
of the mighty works performed by Christ, and his dii^eiples, with the 
utmost uneasiness & concern. Uis attendants endeavoured to dissipate his 
fears, by telling him that one of the old prophets was risen from the dead ; 
but a conciousness of his guilt would not permit him to rest ; for he ap- 
prehended, that the illustrious person he had so basely murdered, was risen 
from the dead, and would doubtleiss be revenged on his murderer. He 
said onto bis servants, ** This is John the Baptist ; he is risen from the 
dead, and therefore mighty works do shew forth themselves in him." 

It has been before related, on what occasion, & in what manner the Bap- 
tist was put to death ; and the news of this mournful event having reached the 
discioles of Christ, while they were preaching in Galilee, those of them 
who had formerly t)een the disciples of^John, went and paid their last re- 
spects to the remains of their master, whom having decently interred 
they carried the tidings to Jesus. When our great redeemer bad heard 
of the death of his relation and fore-ronnef, he found himself disposed for 
retirement, and sought the silent shades of the desert of Belhsada: he 
departed as private as possible, that he might not be incommoded 
by the multitude, and for the greater secrecy he went by sea. But 
every precaution was insufficient to screen him from the penetrating eyes 
of the multitude who followed him ; and his departure was not long con* 
cealed, for great numbers repaired to the desert, and found out the place 
of his retreat. The miracles which he performed, the barefit which the 
belplCM, and miserable always found from his goodness, and the strain of 

ftl 
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divine el-quence which flowed from his lips, hud such an effect oA life* 
bono^t, open lieurtr.d pun of the nation, that the molliludcs who had se^ir 
the won Ilta he iii^rfonned, and heard his hearenly voice, thought uu difi'^ 
ruitiea Ldo grout In surmount, no hardships too great to endure, nor no 




he vi-weil llirni with tenderness and love, because they were as sheep ha?- 
ini; no si c|j'Uid ; for, having r.oneto Instnu-t them in those things which 
iT.ncoinf(r tlieir everlajtinj; peace, they wandered about without a guide, 
without u d(.r.rd^'r. Their situation indeed, was like that or a lar^e flock 
of ihi'i'p wanhrinj; upon the mountains, without a shepherd to feed and 
ik^fcnil ihem from the ravenous jaws of the various beasts of prey which 
waited '.o devour Ihfin. The blessed Jksus therefore, •• that good ahi-p- 
"h- rd.whi» rame to lay down his life for the sheep," beheld them with com- 
pu.^sio:! : that bame p.ty which brought him down from the throne of g'ory 
ill hi'avrn, for the sake of his lost and \randering bheep, now brought him 
(o thin multitude of pt*on'e ; bis heavenly goodness healed ail the sick 
am ting st Ihi-m, and from his lips they heaidlhe words of eternal life. 

Tm divir.e Instructor continued his heavenly (?*}4-ours-Js, and attended 
to the great v.ork of healing i be diseased, not dismissing the people, 
thougli the day Wore away, and the shades cf the evening were approach^ 
indr. His disciples, thinking this circumstance had escaped his notice, 
thou;;ht proper to remind him, that the day wa^ far advanced, and the 
place a sol-lary desert, where neither food nor lodging could be procured : 
i^ would thrivlbre, he conveni^'ut to di^mi^s llie peop:e, that they might re- 
pair to the towns or villages on the borders of the wilderness, and provide 
thenistlvc'5 fjod and other apcommodations; for they had nolhing to eaf. 
But our r«ord' inroi med them, that he did not intend to dismiss thfe sur- 
rounding nullitudf! so hast-y, for as they were weary and faint in tbe 
wilderness, it was his intention to give them a repast: at the same time, to 
try what opinion his di-^ciples entertained of his power, he tamed to Philip, 
•^ho was well aquainted with the country, ar.J inquired, " Whence shall 
"iVe bny bread, that these may eat?'* Philip, astonished at the proposal,. 
C4)nsiderin(5 the vastrcss of the multitude, ur.d the enormous quantity of 
provisions which would be necessary to supply them, he apprehended it 
impossib.'c to procure them in the desert ; and not considering hi* Maslei's 
power to supply them by citraordinary means, he replied, *' Two hun- 
dred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that everyone of them 
may take a little." Our blessed i.o: il might justly on this, as on a future 
occasion, ha\'c replied, ** Have i been so long time with you, and hast 
thou not known me, Philip !" 13ut he did not reproach his disciples with 
ti.eir inattention to his fornoer character and conduct, but commanded 
thefo to give the multitude to eat. The disciples not yet understanding 
the de^ii^n of their Master, repeated thd objection of Philip, and proposed to 
go and buy a quantity of provisions : but tiiis was not their Lord's inten- 
tion, who. wiihodt making them a direct answer, asked them, how ma- 
ny loaves they had. It does not appear that they had any bread in posses- 
Men ; for after the disciples had made a diligent inquiry, Andrew came and 
iirt.rmed his Master, that therfe was a lad amongst the multitude, that had 
iiw barley loaves, and two small fishes, a quantity so inconsiderable, that 
• hey were ashamed to meotion it : *' What are they." said the disciples, 
*♦ amongst so many i*" And what, indeed, wou'd they have been among 
such multitudes of people, if they had not been distributed by the all crea- 
ting hand of the Son of God. 

J F. SI'S, nolwilnstanding the sma1lne«9 of the number of loaves, and" 
scantiriess of the provision, ordered them to be brought to him ; and at the 
d«me lime commanded the aaltitude to sit dowQ on the grass, and ordered 
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hii itisciplea lo arrange Iheno in companies at convenient distsnccs, that 
tiicir number might be ascertained, and ihat they might be regularly served. 
In obedience to his command the people sat down as they were ordttrcd, 
DO doubt wondered what would be the consequeQce of such an arrang;r> 
ment, & what benevolent action our great Redeemer was about to perform. 

The multitude thus seated in order, our Lord, in open view, look th'! 
five loaves and two smill ijsbes in hif hands, and the wliole multiiudt^ 
had an opportunily of beholding what a small quantity of provisions, in the 
liands of the Creator of all things, were sufficient lo provide a ri'p-dst fur 
^uch a nuip^icr of persons, as were then assembled. The great master of 
the feast Ihen looked up to heaven, ^nd returned thanks to his heavenly 
Father, for his all-preserving and all-supporting goodness, manifested at 
all times to his creatures, but partici^lafly fur his paternal care, in proi-idinf^ 
lor their present refreshment; he praised his Almighty Father, for tha 
miracles which he had been enabled to perform for the benefit of mankindi 
and particularly for that which b^ was now going to perform, for the re- 
freshment of the multitude, who had left their habitations wuh desires to 
see his mighty works, and hear bis words, and follow him into the desert, 
where they were weary and faint for want of provisions. After which* 
our great Kedcemer blessed tire bread, and his divine bless'ng had so won- 
derful an eir.ct, that t!ie five small barley loavt^s and two dry fishes were 
multiplied to a quantity sufllicieTit to satisfy the craving appetites of ten tliOQ- 
eand persons ; for the men were five thousand, and it is very probable the 
women anri children might not be less. The gn'ut blaster of the feast 
diiitribaled to his disciples, and they served tiic multitude as they sat on 
the grass ; and so plentiful were Ihe provisions, thnt every one was satisfied, 
and such fullness crowned our great Redeemer's board, that when all the 
people had eat and were satisfied, there were twelve baskets filled with 
the broken meat. 

Thus, the great Son of God provided a feast in the de.-ert, for the people 
who followed him ; and though they had no canopy but the azure sky, 
no table but the verdant grass, no better fare than barley -bread and dried 
lish, and no drink but the clear spring ; yet they wptc more honoured by 
the pr«>sence of the illustrious founder of the feast, than ever was a royal 
Imnquct, which was given by the Assyrian or Persian kings ; and doubtless 
ihere was more heart- felt joy, and solid satisfaclicn at this feast, than ever 
Was found at the noble banquet of the gorgeous ^hasuerus, or the splen- 
did entertainment of the imperious Belshazzar. 

Have we not reason to winder at the obstinacy «nd p'vverscnrs of the 
heads of the Jewish nation, that such a manifest display of divine power 
would not convince them* Tha account of this miracle, as recorded by 
the several evangelists, is very plain and circumstantial ; and, it may be 
observed, that the particular circumstances of time and place, tended to 
make it more wonderful, more -conspicuous, and less liable to objections 
and cavils. The place was a desert, where no bread could be procured, 
and therefore, it is manifest, beyond contradiction, that it must he produced 
^y a miracle. Had this repast been {>iven to the suriounding multitude* 
at one of the towns or villages, it nright have been objected, that bread had 
been secretly supplied : but neither the Pharisees of those days, nor tbe 
infidels of ours, can tell us, hovv it was possible for any deception of that 
kind to be practised in the desert. And it may be farther observed that 
this mighty work was performed in the evening, when ibc people had. been 
fasting all day, and, with the fatigue of travelling were, doubtless weary 
and very hungry. Had this repast been given in the morning, the miracle 
^i^ight have been depreciated, by supposing, that the people did not st^'id 
in need of refreshment, and this treat might have been represented as 
unnecessary : but the particular circumstances attending this wor^drrfii' 
' work, cot otf every shadow of an objection, and abundantly proved, that 
** God can furnish a table in the wilderneM.^ 
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The eoanderttiofi of the wondcrfol power of the Son of Goci, ibtis 
Ifeited 10 procariqg bread in the'wiMctness for ao many thoniaiids of poo; 
pie, ooght to relievo the coresg end i|iiiet the roindt of hit people conocra- 
iog their daily brtfad. ' WHb what joy and latiifaetion of Mol ooght we to 
cont-der* that We are nnder the immediate care of our heavenly Father^ 
whose paternal goodness provides tabsistence for all bik crealores ; and, 
** who openeth his hand, and satisfieth the desire of every tiviog tbiog.'* 
it is the beloved Son ' of the Eterifal Father, that showers do*n stach o 
IV ide profusion of blessings on a thankless world; and according to the 
beaaliful lan^aage of the Psalmist, '* yisileHi the earlb aOd bfessetb it ^ 
who reaketh it very pledteobs, who watereth her furrows, and seddeth rain 
into (he litlle' vallies Thereof ; who roakelb it soft with show^s, and b|et- 
actb the increase thereof; who crowneth the year with hia goodnM, 
while bis cloodsdrop faineM, roakinsc the vallies 'stand sb thick with com, 
t'lat they laitgh and sing.^ With what thankfulness aisd praise ought we 
to behold the constant ofTeets of that beaVenly goodnoas, which supplied 
the whole creation with food: Ought we not to rely on the paternal carer 
of the great Parent of nature, who manifests his 'goodness, and display! 
his boqnty to ah OodeserviAg world, by' ^' givihg th^m rajn ahd fruitful 
seasons, and filling their hearts with food ana gladness.** '* ^ ' 

lHor should we be nntaindfol of the inahifest exertion of divine power, in 
the constatit supplies whidi are provided for a ii^orld of creatores,' and irf 
the abundant provision which it made for the daiW support of all mankind. 
Is it anV less a miracle, that the supreme Lord of universal nature; should, 
every day, aa|lport i(nd feed the wb6le race of mankind, anft ali the brute 
creiition, than that he sliould feed tea thousand persoOs in the wllderAess,' 
with hvc loaves and two small fishes ? What proporUon does ten thonsan4 
persons bf>ar to kll the myriads of men on the face 'of the earth, who 
lire daily f d by it's fruits ? And is not the increase of those fruits aK 
great a miracle, and as matiifest an 'ejicertion of divine power, as the in« 
crease of the t>retd by the blessing pf our gredl Redeemer. ' ' 

If we had hearts tp c'oniidef the works of Ood with aUention and care, 
we should perceive the manifest exertions of his p'owdr, ip' th^' secret ope« 
rat'ons of Nature, and as clear proofs of his divinity in ' he'f regiihkr' produc- 
tions, as in the most Extraordinary and mirac^ulous events.' The "Mirks Of 
ilivine power are equally seen in the wine, which arises from the moisture 
of the earth, through the tubes of vegetatfon, and Is deceived from the 
branches of the vine ; as in that instanlarieou^I^ made froni water at the 
loariiage at Cana. Nor ought they less to be ragarded in the com, gradn- 
ally ripened, and made into brrad fortlie support nfal] mankind; than In 
thie bread mimcqlously bles»ed to the suppoi t of the multitude in tbe Wif- 
dernets: butwe'are very prone to overlook the common operations of 
creative Wisdom and Power, without considering, that, if we are onafiect- 
«d with the divine rtiuniiicence and bounty^ so manifestly and richly dis- 
played in the works of nature and Providence, there is ntuch reaton to 
conclude, that ootward miracles Would not awaken us to a ^ense of oar 
doty, nor effectuafly m^nd odr hearts : we are, however, ' very apt to de- 
ceive oorseWes in thii particular, and often led to conclude; t-hat had we 
been preaent at to attipendous a miracle, as that we are now considering,' 
we 'Shook! faavo adored the divine hand that wrought it. 'arid'' never 
have forsaken the Lord of life. 0ot, alas, if all the display of divine Wi^ 
dom and goodness in the wdrks of creation ; if all llie evidences of the 
omnipotence of the Son of God,1n tho coribtant supplips which be pr.v 
^des for his numerous creatures ; if the can»lant manirestations of his 
goodness to ourselves, in providing for us, and feeding us the whole course 
tif our lives; will not elevate our hearts, and raise ih^m to himself in gra-' 
titttde and joy, there is the highest reason to conclode, that, had we seen 
the blessed Jcsua feed ten thontand merj, women, and children, wilt 
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f re !«•▼•• ftn4 i«« fithet ; yeftt ^^ ^0 been pmrteken oarseWet of tbii 
iditailmw i^pest, 'w6 khoald HkTe been like mtny, whbieatljr cnyoyed 
fhete privileges, jetv'aflerwerdsCbok offence it ibme ef bit weratf whk;b 
t% cftlM haid Bt^ing^; etid ^' v^tlked no m^ro with Urn.'* ^ 
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CHAPTER XVH. 

« 

JTSs MuUifudes^ after having been miraaUousl^ fed in lie fVildermst, 
* gUempt toiakeCniLi'A*^ by Force and make him King: Oeskum ikeit' 
Importunity by wiiAdrawiag himself from them : He voUelA em tha 
Sea to his Disciples : He saves Peier who desired to aceampamy him, 
tut was sinking far ioani of Faith. Christ disputeth with the Jitws 
in the Synygogue of Capernaum^ and declareth himself to bathe Bread 
of Life : Be goes to Jerusalem at the Passover i them returns lo Gel* 
See, and reproves thePhutisees for their Super stition* 

WHEN Ibe wondering mnltitudes had .|itrteok of the miracaWat 
^anqoet,'pret»aced for them by our great Aedecmer, a ewiden flow of glad* 
■es» and elevation of mind ran througb the desert : every eye was fixea a% 
the gr^t Foonder of the feast ^ every heart was glad, and . every toogva 
teaounded bift-praite. 

And 'now, being t}iorooghIy convinced, that ha wu their promiied 
Mes&iab, and having Jio notion of the re^d of the Messiah, bat that of his 
setting up a temporal kingdoio, they reverenced him as the great deliverer 
0f their nation, and slooo- determined immediately to maka him k*ng« 
whether he consented to it or not, Ldod aoclallutions resounded through 
the woods and wilds, and the voice of exultation and trinmpb ran along 
the side of the*mountai^ whtre the miracle bad been performed : the dis* 
ciples seemed to join with the mnltitnde in their desires, and every thing 
was prepared to pcoqlaim him king.: * 

: Jesus to prevent thle execution of their design, without their perceiving 
bis intention, sent his disciples away in a botit, with orders*^ sail to 
Bethsada. The multitude < were very willing to let the^iseipleadii^t, 
when they saw that Jif&sos did not go- with them : perhaps, they Imagined* 
that the disciples were sent to provide such things as were necessary 
against- he assumed the kingdom ; nor did they refuse to disperse when our 
Lord diimissed them, no doubt, designing to return in the morning ; which 
we find, was really the case. • - 

- Having thus sent the disciples, and the multitude away, Jsaua ascend* 
ed to the sommit of the mountain atone, spending the pight in heavenly 
tontemplation, and ardent prayer to bis almighty Father. - 

' But the disciples, meeting with a contrary wind, could Hot . eontinoe 
fbeir course to Bethsada, which lay about two leagues ncrUiward of the 
desert mountain, where the muUitodo had beea miraculously fed. 
They, however, did all in .their* power to land m aear the city as 
possible: but a tempest arising they were tossed all might in the tumnl- 
toons %ea, witout bemg able to make the desired port. At the conclusion 
of the fourth watch, which was ationt five o'clock in the morning, they 
were advanced no further than about a league from tho shore ; they were 
tossed by the foaming waves, and opposed id their course by the stormy 
wind ; and though they toiled hard, bad ao prospect of rcachmg the place 
where they desired to land. 

Our Lord had, from the mountaio, beheld the ditCrctt of bit disciples, 9t 
was now coming to their relief, though they had not tt« l%aJiX«x^ttiUl^Iv»^^\ 
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kit presence. Tbos the Christifto, when storms %nd teipipeiU of troablc %iA. 
^flktion ofcrUke him, iii too prone to forget his almi^btv sn[iport, ana 
overlook the promise of his grett deliverer: but it woofa be well for 
Ihoi to remember, that the blened Jbsub beholds every mrtic)|Iar of hif 
dis-.ress, end hath *^ not ifori;otten to be gracious," bat in his own time 
nd way, will certainly appear iq all hi' mightiness to save ^nd work oqt 
lis deliverance. IJ^or ought it to bs forgotten, that the time when hu- 
man wiadom fails, when par distresses and troubles arises to its highest 
|teh, when there appears no refuge, no help, no deliverer, then is the 
time for a God to manifest his divine power ; and at such a time, he halh 
ioAeo been found to be nigfa mt hand, and l^ath brought deliyer%nce iq hif 
people in the most wonderful and unexpected manner. 

Tbos the disciples, when tossed by the mighty ierop^st, efkd in dhng^ 
of being swallowed up by the foani^ing seas, saw their divine master at « 
4iBfaUMe« walking apon the frothy sorfaee of the mighty waters ; they saw, 
|Mt Ihey knew him not : n<»r were tl^ey convinced by his nearer approaehp 
ImI thinking they had seen an apparition, shrieked with fear. Their ter- 
fon, however, were soon at an end; with kind compaseion, and conde- 
Mtoding goodness, in his well kown voice, the blessed | Ear a dispelM 
their fears with these words, f Be of good 4;heer ; It is I ; be not afraid.^ 
^o aooner had our great Redeemer uttered these words, than every fear 
%«nifbed, and satSsfaetien and joy filled every heart, feter was IQ dated 
with the sight of his Waster, and so overjoyed to see him walkiqg. pn the 
•aay that he felt in Ms mind a strong desire to accompany him ; and ac* 
«onling]y, begged his master to premit itim to come upon the water. 

Our great fl^eemer haying, with condescending goodness, granted hi^ 
request, he left the boat, and walked on the surface of the tea ; and some 
•ral^l time continued the miracnlouf course, wondering at himself, and 
irpjoieing in the power of his master.. Hut the storm increased, the whist- 
ling winds roared around him, and the wild surges tossed tbear raging 
lieads on high, and dashed%bont their foam ; so that it was with the ot- 
«Mi8t difficulty that he kept on his feeL p^eter was not so strong at he im- 
agined ; his presence of n^ind forsook him ; his faith failed ; he forgot 
the presence of his divine master, and he began to sink in the mighty wa- 
ters. In this extremity, he looked earnestly for his divine si^pporter, anck, 
wpoo the brink of being swallowed up, be cried. *' Lord, save me !". Hi^ 
kindv'eonipassionate master immediately relieved him ; ** he stretched oitt 
hiriiwd and caeght him ;" at the same time, gently rebuking his stagger^ 
ing rasolution and wavering faith, he said unto bim.s ** O thoq of little 
ffaich, wherefore didst thou doubt ?^ 

The ease of Peter should be a standing warning to the Christian, an^ 
exdte hint to be very cautious of putting a vain confidence in his own 
atrength. Peter thou<;ht that he could endure all things in the eompaajp 
of his master, and ,while he felt hU heart warm, he supposed, that bis fos- 
olotion and courage srould bear him above every fear. But on thi^, as well 
as on a future occasion, which will hereafter be remarked, he found hin^- 
eelf mistaken. When he perceived the storm to increase, an4 foaming 
Mlows rap^ more horribly than before, his fears suggested, that either. hit 
master wonid be nnable, or unwilling to support him amidst the furioiii 
lilasts of the temp'^st. He fiad, on various occasions, beheld the dif ino 
power and goodness of his roaster, and his fears were unreasonable, and, 
Ike was justly to be blamed ; because the same power which had beforf] 
been so fatly manifested, and which now had enabled him to walk' oft 
the sea, was able to support him there, notwitlistanding all the horrors of 
the storm. 

Peter might have reasoned thus, bad lie been in his right mind ; but hi^ 
fear Drevail^, his conr^ge and resolution, which he depended so rouch »f^-' 
#0f toFsook him, and he ^cgan to sink. Thus the Christian, when he en,- 
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4n^it WP^c*^*^ ^f U" SaTtonr, tbThki Hitt lie can *" encore M Uiingtt^ 
ttnd cooclades, thai <* his moantiih lUads itrong, and he shall never bo 
tnoved:*' bQt« when affliction and trouble ariie, he hai very ditferent views 
of things i wiien great dangers are tefore him, and the hoisterons waves df 
. iliiappoiiitniehti vexation, and distress, roar aroend him, he is very prooe 
to be disheariehed, and to think, that he shall certainly be swallowed op,- 
that God hath forsaken htm, «nd will be favorable no more, lilticfaaretoo 
often his p entiments, and, if the divine haAd of his Saviour did not bold 
liim QOt,- he would, like Peter, sink in the might v vraler. 

This miracle df oar exalted Redeemer's Walking oil the sea, seems tn 
have astonished the disdiplcs, ihore than any which had been bf^fore it ; fttr 
tboQgb they had sO lately seen' the miracle of feeding the multitude with 
£ve loaves, it didi n6t appear to have sueb an effect Ml their minds, as Uiti 
last ii)ianifestatioD of his divine power ; for now, With the utmost venertf- 
fion, gratitode, and' joy,* they *' came and wbrsti|^d him, saying, Of ft' 
troth, thoa art the Son of God/' 

Nor was walking on the sea, tim only mimcle which oar Rsedeeoi^ 
wroogbt at this time ; fot We are informed by the evangelist r, that as soon 
as -their almighty master, and his relieved di?ciple, were received idto thai 
ibip, the vessel was -ihstantaneOusly transported to its intended- port.—* 
'* Then they willingly received him into the ship; and immedhitely tbk 
ship was at the land wither they went." 

It WAS in the^ country adjacent to Capern&iim, that our great Redeemer 
fended ; and^ ds he bad not been in that neigbtlorhood since his visitiii|; 
^azarethr the country people flocked about him in great numbers, briuff« 
ing iheir sick and diseased, which the divine physician hnmedhitely beaM : 
and, a9 it bad been a considerable time since he had been in that country^ 
they crowded aroofid him i.ii such numbers, that he could not pay a parll- 
eular attention to every object of distress ; but they had so great an opin- 
ion of t1<e healing virtue, which he so eminently possessed, that they tie* 
^eched him» *^ that they might only touch the hem Of his garment ; aaA 
as many as touched were made perfectly whole." 

It hath been before related, that after Christ had fed the multitude in 
the desert, he dismissed them ; hot, though they dispersed at his command , 
they did not return to their habitations : for, perceiving that the discTples 
were sent to the other side of the lake, and that Jesus stayed behind, thtfjf 
]^r6bab)y concluded, that they were sent to provide necessaries for their 
master's assuming the kingdom ; thoOgh he bad modestly declined tbaC 
high dignity in the evening, they were encouraged to hope, that he would 
accept of it the ettsding day. This expectation, it may be supposed, iii-^ 
duc^ them to lodge in the solitary wilderness, and shelter themselves in 
eaveros of the rocks and raountainSy though they were v^ry mvith iocoili- 
xnoded by the raging of the storm. 

When morning arrived, the multitude left the places of their retreat, and 
Searched for otnr Redeemer in evei^ part of toe desert mountain : they 
saw him ascend to the summit, the foregoing evening, and were veiy mncK 
surprised that he could not be found ; but baVing wearied themselves in an 
unsuccessful search, they probably concluded that he had departed lii some 
boat which belonged to the sea of Tiberius, that had been forced by tfai 
storm^to take shelter in some creek, at the foot of the mountain. With 
Chis expectation, they departed to Capernaum, where they found him in the 
Syiragogoe, teaching the people ; and« with a mixture of joy and surprise^ 
asked hini, ^ Rabbi, When comestthou hither?*^ To this question, our 
great Redeemer answered, that they did not follow him because they were 
continced Kiy liis miracles of the truth of his divinity, but because they 
bad lieen miraculously fed : ** Verily, verily 1 say unto you," said he, ** yi 
teak me, not liecause you saw the miracles, but because ye did eat o the 
loaves, and were filled." Hereby our great HcdGccn^ \^\.\m%XiK^% ^^Efffc 
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their views iD.lbUowiag him wen Ipw,; selfish^ md #pfdidt andTecf hehi# 
jfhiitinight be expected from the iSf^iiab't kingdom-. Food £or the bo^ 
lAqfimal] 06niq|aence, ^ wh^o. compared with Uioee hIei|io^ .which pror 
• note the welfere of the immortal iou|. It wet not raere.;Munal fooiil 
.which the Son of God came doivn fcom beaven tq be^oyir, bot ^b^t.dmiv 
wi&dom and grace which wqald lead the immortal mind i^.tae.piiths ^ 
'eternal happinepB ; and,, therefore* he exhofted them not |o foUofi^ him 
for common food,. bat for that meat wbich.endureth to everUsUcg Ufi^ 
'** Labour not," said he, V for the meat which perisbeth,. but. fqr that meet 
which «ndivetl|- iiQtp everlasting lifet which the son of man shall gi?e 
Qnto yon: for him hath Gkid the, Pathec sealed. ,. ^ < -• . 

The Jews, if they had attentively considered the writings of. (heir, pro- 
phets, where divine visdom and knowledge are frequentlj. held forth, undi^ 
the metaphors of meat.an^ c|rink. might easily have jinderstopd what oiilr 
^vioar meant.by '* the.meat which endoreth unto everlasting life.V .Bi^ 
their pOpa Kir notions of a temporal dominion, led them in^ the idea 1^ 
some cofpo^^I foo4, whjoh jthe Mesnah wpuld.givp them jio ^ojhle^them 
to pursoe the designs, and establish the glories of his kingdom, it isy.tjber^- 
fprei. no wonder that they, asked hjm, whfit^thpy sboui4,da tp fcept the ' 
. Mcssiah'skii^bm^ and obtain that wonderfnl bread, which, he said, £roa 
iiadcomiiiissiOjBed him to. bestow,* . 

The minds of the Jews were tilled wjth vast conceptions 6f,the^sp1ei|[* 
.door.a,nAgloi3r of ibe Mcssiah^s reisn ; as they: expected, tha^ Gh^isV wat 
about to estsblith his great empire, aoabllcsq, they imagined he would hay^ 
given pr9per directions, fqr their rising against, ^and opposing, the ftoroaja 
power, as the first step towards rfusinf^ tjjat dominion ^hichliad been so . 
long promised, to their nation^, But our great Itedeeme^» to coavince theqi 
of their mistake, and inform them, what God really, ^^jred .of ^ifitn^ 
in order to erect tde iVIesf iah's kingdomi^ told them^ that the. way to ojbt^^ 
the favour of the God of. Israel, tyas. t^ bejievp in the. person whom }{p' 
had sent. The Jews weit;. exceedingly offended at thi,s.nn(^pectea.ai)i- 
Bwer, and seemed determined not to recci^'e Christ as th^. luesslaliB^ 
hecaoao he declined aH means ; of esti^ishinga temporal (lyigdoqii; as 
lherefe>re, he appeared in a character so contrary to their, ezpec^tions .fijf 
the msinifesiation of the Messiab,lhey required him to produce, some ^gos^. 
which might demonstrate that he was greater .than JViosqs, or. any of th^'. 
old propliets. As to the miracle of feeduig.tlie moltitudctthey fupporad 
that sqch ^ pr^ eipinepcy eould not be giithered from theqce, because Mo-, 
seshi^d,fed their whole nation with manna in the wilderness, which, they 
insinuated, was. % g^i^eater miracle than Christ^ ji feeding ten tliousaod 
persons in the wiidcrpess. '^ What sign sdewetb thou then," said they j^Or 
to Jiim, "that we may S(^e, and believe thee ? What, dost thou work ? .Oar 
fathers did eat manna in the desert ; as it iswritten. He gave iheqf hreaa 
from heaven to eat." ,To iVis objection, our Lord replied, '* Y^hly, veri« 
lyt 1 say onto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven'; bat my 
F al her giyetb yon the true bread from heaven." , . 

The manna which snstiuned. the Israeji^s in the wi1derne[8s, was not th^ 
production of Moses, but the gift of Giod ; it waf not sent as an ovi- 
dence of Moses, being, a great prophet, but wa3 intended to earry on the 
designs of divine providence, fh the support of that pccoliar people, and to 
be an emblem, or representation of Inat true spiritual, heavenly bread, 
which God hath given for the spiritual life of all who believe in his Son. 

Some of the audience, who had listened with great pleasure, to the de- 
scription which our Lord had given of the cmlestial bread, were possessed 
with an earnest desire to be partakers of so great a blessing : and immedi- 
ately cried out, ** Lord, evermore gives us this bread." To which, the 
divine instructor replied, ** 1 am the brrad cf hfe: he that cometh to me, 
■hall never hunger ; and he that believelh on me shall never Uiirst." fiat 
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oar IrnfrWfleemer^is I hvve often icMi, your litMon oklkMfQ- 
FMohiteiy reiistf tfae light; tnd eontimiM in inboricf^ noiwilbtttBcl* 
ii^tbe maaifeat and gkring etkfences of divine pdwor, which yoa hsve 
Men, <|nd the glorioitt fraits which would follow on ybarMieviffg^ Nt 
H^inft noi, thst yoor anbelfef will prevoit «he rising glories ojf my ^rilml 
kttigdoih ; 1^ metiy ibere tre whieii my father hath given ne, tMbe shmtl 
WiQ^aced by the power of Mf sfMrit to coae onto me, ** and Uoi thai; 
e^mietli^ 1 tiHilin no wise east ont : for I am come down from heaven, not 
to do ntfne own will, btHtKe wHI df faSm that sent me. And this is the 
t'ather^s #in which halfa sent, that, of all -which he hath given me, 1 should 
lose nothing, but sbonld raise it op at the last day. And this is the will of 
fclm that sent me, that every one vHiicb seeth the Son, and believeth ofi 
Um, may have eyieirhisthig life: and I will raise him up at the last day." 

As the greatest part df the Jews were desiroos only of iempoial privi* 
klfes and advantages from the Messiah^s kin«;dom, it is no wonder 
ttey should be offended at this doctrme ; they eoold dot bear the thoaght^ 
that a man who declined all earthly honoors, shoold be supposed to be the 

S^ssiah ; nor coold they tell what he meant by calling himself the bread 
life, and asserting, that he came down from heaven. With murmuring 
abd discontent, therefore, they bastfjy exclaimed. **' Is not thit Jesus, the 
son of Joseph, whose father aud mother we know ? How is it (hen that 
lie safth, I canie down from heaven ^' 

To these degrading expressions, our |x>rd thoog;fat fit to reply, that no 
flections arising from the meanness of his birlii and education, could 
invalidate tbe testimony of the miracles which he had wrought, or excuse 
their obstinacy and unbeKef. But it was not strange, thi^ tbey should 
oppose, and retisC tfaetmtb, for it required theageOcy of divine power to 
IMch them to anderftand what he meant by declaring himself the bread 
of life: and also ft must be the mighty power of God, which enabled 
tliem to I'eceiVe hlm^ and live upon him as such. A believing in the Son 
of God, as tbe only Savioor of sitmers and resting upon him for life arid 
i^lvafjoo, and hereby partatcing of the divine nature, and receiving spiritual 
Muiishment from hnn, as the body does from corporeal bread, was not 
titthin tbe repieh of the natural abilities of the unbelieving Jews, nor any 
of tbe hutnan race, witbout divine asiistance ; and, therefore, our Lord 
iM them, ** No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent 
Bie» draw him." And he farther proceeded to inform them, that it was 
lelated in their prophets, concerning the kingdom of the Messiah, thai all 
the subjects of that kingdom should be taught of Ckid, ^ Every man, there- 
fore, that hatb beard, and hath learned of thr. Father, cometh onto me^" 
Bdt« continued our great Redeemer, too are not to suppose, that men will 
be so favoured, as to see God with their corporeal eyes ; '* for him none 
faiftb seen, or can see:^ but the happiness and glory of that kingdom will 
epnsfst in believmg on me, in such a manner as to receive me as the troe 
braid of life: by this the believer wHl obtain a vital union with me, and 
draw sj^iritual nourishment from me ; and by that means, grow up to 
everlastmg life. 

Onr Lord, bavtnj^ thus declared himself to be the bread of life which 
oame down from beaven, and shiswn the way in which it Is to be obtained, 
proceeded to examine the comparison between himself, considered as the 
liread from heaven, and the manna« which, in the time of Moses, the 
laraelltes eat in the wilderness. ^ Tour fktbers,*^ said he, *' did eat 
manna io the wilderoess & are dead. This is the bread which cometh down 
ihom heaven, that a man may eat tbereof, and not die. I am the living 
l)read which came down frbm beaveo ? if a;iy man eat of this bread, be 
diall live for ever ; and tbe bread Umt i will give, is my flesb, which I 
mgi give for the Gfe of the world/* 

N 
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. Thoirgh the Jews were do strangfus to % figoretWe wty of ipeaking, jtt 
facb was their blindness and perverseneis, that iney nbderstood thoso 
•words, and the'rest of Christ's declaration in a literal sense^ andinapir- 
ed, with ihe utmost astonibhoaent, *\ How can this man give at his flesti 
to eat H'' But our Lord, knowing what manner of ^lersobs be wa> cob- 
versinj^ith, did not think proper to explain biff meaning in any other way 
of speaking ; but continuing in the same figurative way of exprebsion, he 
lepeated, and affirmed what he had before asserted, ** Veiily, verily, I say 
unto you,'' said he, *' except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink 
liis blood, ye hare no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, . and drinkelb 
my blood, hath eternal hfe ; and will raise bim ap at the last day. For 
my llesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed j^' meaning, that ho 
person earn obtain that eternal life, which the gospel of Christ makef 
.knrvwin, but by a vital faith, which receives the Son of God, and, partaking 
ef liis divine nature, draws spiritual neunshment and life from him. " Ujt 
that eateth my desk, and drinketb my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in 
him. As the living Father halh sent me, and I live by the father ^ so he 
that eateth me, even he slialllive by me.'' 

Oar Lord proceeded to inform theni, that this is the bread which fvi 
liad beforo told them eame down from heaven, infinitely superior, in its 
»ature and consequences, to that bread which their fathers eat in the wil- 
derress ; ** for they eat the manna and are dead ; but whoso eateth this 
ku'cad shall live for ever." 

Such was the conference which our Saviour had with the Jews, in the 
Synagogue at Capernaum, which took its rise from the miraculous repast 
. which he had so lately provided for the moltitjade in the desert, and thence' 
naturally turned on bread. Though the Jews were no stratigers to a fig- 
urative way of speaking, and might have found the same mode of expres- 
sion in their own prophets, yet they had no clear idea of his meaniiifj;, 
eating his flesh, and (Irinkin^ liis blood, they stiU nbderstood literallv;. 
and, as it was a thing prohibited in the law of Moses, and abhorred by tbb 
most barbarous nations, they looked upon it with the utmost astonishment 
, and aversion; and many of his disciples, with a mixture of dissatisfaction 
and surprise, said, '* This is a hard saying ^ who caii hear it ?^' Our Lorq, 
perceiving their discontont, said, Are yc offended because 1 toldyoa my 
jQesh was meat, and my blood was drinU ; what would you think if ye lav' 
*' the Sun of man ascend up where he was before ? It is the Spirit }^t 
quickrneth ; the flesh profitcth noising : the words that f speak. unto ydor 
. they are Spirit, and they arc life." Thus, our Lord further explamed^ 
the meaning of what he had before edvanced; as much as if he had ^aSi^ 
\Vl\en you sec me ascend with this body into heaven, you will be convinced' 
that I really descended from thence ; and yoa will also perceive that'yo» 
cannot eat my fle^h, or drink my blood in a corporeal manner ;, I never 
. intended you should think my words had any such meaning : my flesb in 
such case, could not be of any advantage to the sons of men> Initth* 
, great blessings 1 have been relating, arise from receiving the doctrines I 
preach ; to reveal these, 1 laid aside the glory which I had with my Fa- 
ther ; 1 took upon me the.vei^ of flesh, and assumed the nature of man : 
it is. therefore, entering into the spirit of these doctrines, which will bring 
you to eternal life; but I know your hearts are so wicked, and your prt; 
judicies so strong, that yon will not receive them ; nor am I disappointed 
in you ; for, I have tolj you before, that *' no man can come unto me^ 
except it be given him of the Father." 

The Jews were so puzzled, confounded and offended at this disconrse; 
that many who had professed themselves the disciples of Christ, disparted, 
out of the Synagogue and followed him no more. They did not under- 
stand his views, nor like his method of preaching ; nor could they perceive 
how a temporal kingdom, that idol of Jewiish vanity, was likely at tliit 
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tafte to he esfablished : and, therefore, they coald no longer acknowledge 
Jesus to be the Messiabj whose appearance and reign they expected la 
vastly different. 

When the Jews were departed, our Lord tamed himself to his disciples, 
with benignity of coantehance, and with an air of condescending good* 
vess, bid them remark how degrading and shameful it was foir the ^ons of 
men ; to consider, and reflect, on the perverseness and obstinacy of the 
unbelieving Jews ; who thought themselTes offended, and made it a crimen 
for asserting and speaking such divioe immutable, troths, and knowledge 
to which '* they deafened their ears," and which affected so maleriatly 
their fntore welifare and tranquility. Divine truths! demonstrated to 
them in supernatural mfracles, heavenly goodness, and by the fulfilments 
of the predictbns of the ancient pronhets, out of all probability of doubt, 
if they wbuld only reflect and consider on the sacred writings, and how 
Inconsistont it ought to appear jto all, who were not blinded, nor led 
astray by evil-minded men, nor over fond of followmg implicitly, without 
cbnsiderins the manifest contradictions, and absurdities contained Jn the 
dogmas of their Elders ; whom they themselves despised by performing 
the least, and neglecting the most roatorial rites which they contaked. 

Our blessed Redeemer, added, that by such an ungrateful conduct to- 
wards his heavenly Father, they rendered themselves unworthy to partake 
the blessings arising from his divine and spiritual kingdom, to which they 
turned their hearts, in defiance to the precepts and examples of the Son 
t>f Man ; delighting in iniquity and walking in darkness ; preferring the 
vorks of feeble men, io the paths of his heavenly kingdom, turning their 
hearts against his ministry, by entertaining such notions of the Messiah'-s 
temporal kingdom, so inconsistant with the divine will of his heavenly 
Father ; but that the time will come,' when convinced of their iniquitous 
■proceedings, they should atone for their transgressions, and the power of 
the Son of man will be fully known. Adding also, that because he per- 
mitted his disciples to eat with unwashen hands,"" which. was contrary to 
-die tradition of the elders. This practice was not forbidden in the law, 
but was an article of great consequenoe in the tradition of the ciders, by 
which the Pharisees explained the law of Moses. Several' instances of 
legal uncleanness were particularly stated, and forbidden by the Jewish 
'legislature; but these and other ceremonial performances, were multiplied 
in the most extravagant and ridiculous manner in those traditions, which 
ivere held in such high veneration by the Pharisees. These people, who 
valued themselves on an exact and scrupulous performance of every tittle of 
the law, considered it as a notorious offence to eat bread with unwashen 
hands, though at the same time, they were scandalously earless in things 
of the highest importance. 

To shew the stupidity and foHy of this conduct, our Lord answered the 
question of the Pharisees, by retorting on them the wickedness of their 
eonduct in a scrupulous exactness and punctuality, in the observance of 
'human traditions, and at the same time, neglecting the positive commands 
«fGod, ^^ Why do you also," said he, 'Hransgress the concimandmentf 
of God by your tradition ? For God commanded, saying, Honour ll^ father 
fnd mother: and, He that corseth father or mother, let him die the death. 
But ye si^, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, it is a gift, by 
whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me :" that is, whatever 1 might 
have spared for the relief of my parents, 1 have dedicated to God, and thus 
euffer his parents to want, '* not honouring his father and mother, he shall be 
free." Thus have you, continued our great Redeemer, set aside the im- 
mutable duties of natural religion, and dared to oppose and contradict the 
Sositive eomii^andments of God, by your ridiculous and contemptible tra- 
itions : '* ye hypocrites," said he, " well did Isaiah prophecy of you, say* 
log, This people draweth nigh onto me with th«ir moutbf and hoxiooreth 
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pMviUi thdrBpt; bat iMr bMrt b f«r fhmiM: tak m vmb do thig^ 
voriliip ■€, preftGhiDg for doctrioeB tbe conuMndoMBti of mea." 

Our Xiord baling tMs tharply rebuked the Pfwriaee^ ho toned lo Ibo 
oBople and cipluDed to then the notoro of tbe orgonebt, tad deiirei 
uem to reBect on tbe mbsudity of tbe doctrioo of tbe Seribe* mod Fheri- 
•eet, <* Not that wbieb goetb into tbe moaib defileth a iftu : bet that 
wbieb eooietb out of the moqth that defileth a mao," laid ho ; aod appeaU' 
ad to tbe comaoo ieue and aoderttaodrnf; of maokibd, for tbe apparent 
irotb of thii obfcrvetion. deairing tbeni to jqdce what coateioplibie bypoi- 
mitoft those pertoos ma«l be, who ooold profetfedly neglect the great ditiee 
•f morality^ which are of naivenal and eternal obligation*, and ot the mum 
time, >i]oe themielveff on the exact and icrapoloiif perfenMUHco of Mob o 
trifle as washing of hands. 

The Phariiees Were highly offended at oar Lord, beeanae ho ipako io o 
ii^grading imUiBflr of their traditions, of which ha?iiig eoaiplaioed witk 
oomewamfth, tbe disciples came and informed their master. jBaoa itl« 
pHed. that Chc^ need not gi?e tbemsel?ef any pain aboot the offence wbieb 
that setofmen had taken at hie worda. for bath themselvea and their do*-' 
Irine wofld soon be destroyed, ff»r neither of ih^m were of Qod. '* Evciy 
pknt," said he, <' which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shi^tl bo 
footed op. LAt them alone: they be bRnd leaders of the blind. And if 
the bUpd read the Mind, they shall both fall into the diteb.*' 

Bot the disciples themseWes did not folly onderstaad, nor were they 
•oLirely satisfied with his doctrine ; and Peter baring desired his Lord Co' 
•explain it to them, the divine instmctor proceeded to inform them, that 
the meats being of a corporeal nature, could' not defile the' s^it of a max' 
i#t render him polloted in the sight of God ; no real gmit eax be contifaotai 
this way, eXcept'tfae meats are used to excess, or in direct eontracUdiioa 
-to the command of God ; and then the poUation proceeda from tbexiaik' 
who suffers himself to be prefvled on to transgresa apositifo commanib 
-xod not frc m the meat, which, wk the good creature of God, is Uwfoi: to 
be reociyed. Thus, that which enterethin at the mooth, doth not 'dofila^ 
the man, hat that which cometh ont of the month, proceedeth from a widcv' 
cd^beart^ sbch'as ^ evil thra»hts, murders, adulteries, foiHichtioOt, tMU 
false witness, blasphemies : these are the things which defile a BVin ; Ipifc lo^ 
oat with unwashen l^nds, defileth not a man." Discourses like-'tbeao OOlM 
Bot foil of exee^ingly offending the proud, aelfconceited Pharisoet^ aaidc 
laiiting their resentment to its highest pitch : for these, and such Khaa ob ai ii 
vations of onr Lord, tended to strip them of that ontside shew of saaoti%. 
«nd superior strickness, with which they veiled their deformity, and ta^' 
dered themselves so venerable in the esteem of the vulgar Jews'. ThiM^ 
discourses therefore, and the general opposition the prood Phariieoa mtt^ 
With from the Son of God, excited them, with the utmost pride and eOvJr; 
■not only to ofijiose hisdoctrinet and degrade his miracles, but to attack Ui 
reputation and plot against his life. Odr great Redeemer 'thought it oXp' 
secessaiy to continue the contest with such hardened hypocrites, and doi* 

lermined opposers of the tratb^ aad immediately departed out of tba^ 
ooootry. 
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Jvft^f, fli tk» ref^Ud Request of tie ffonun 4^- tkmaaai^ ti^re^ Met. 

" damjgJUer: Restores the * fe^ciOlf^ of Speeck to « d^mb Man at JH' 
etjpolis : Miracidauslaf feeds the Mu/titi^e a second 7t»M in the. tfk" 
seH: ft^armi^ exkortihis Discipla tohewore qfthe Leaven of th^f 
Bcrides ami, Pharisee^: Rkfiores Sight to a bkind M^], netir ih% 
CiCy of Bethsada i. Jfter xohich^ he departs into dke Tot/mis of C^^an^ 

. i^hUippir^herehe shoves and CMfiu 

THB Lor4 of life having departed from Galilte, ta evade tin «n|- 
jfd and malScioaa designs of the pbarUeea, be retired to tfa^. borders of FaW 
t ine, aod approAcbe^ near to m>ae two famous maritime dtiea l*yre aoA 
9 idoB : but ao great >iraa iLhe veneration of the comi^pn peoj^ auch itki 
nme be bad ao^aired by bk kiod aiid bebefioeat acUooa, tod to many tk/^, 
Denefita ivbicb miiltitades had rec^ved fromhis aU-he^iog goodne^, it wMi 
Jiot possible he aboi|ld be oobcealed* A|kd thoagb be wai now in tbe t^iw 
litories of tbe Gen^Iea* be soon Ibond bioMelf aolicUe^ to lend t^ asd^ 
.iaoce lo thehelbJeM-and miacfable* for Wluch be waaao fiunons in tbe land 
Of Israel. '. * 

The ficst, MMnjpt tbf inhabitants of these Bea^tben, eitieSj ii:hi<;h ini; 

gored the asnataocn of the Son of God wp an onbappj jparent,, wboan 
liy daiHrhter had an m^ean «^rit, and waa ''^ grievously vexed with ^ 
devil.'' Various Vrere the d^iseoocagements wl^ch layinljie wavoftiie 
afflicted matron ; sh^ was a Caoaaoitel, one of that diBlested race with whiek 
^ Jews would have no dealioju, aqd with whom they disdnsined to con^ 
terse, and bad. evecy reasooi to mt» that her pietition would be dugnstiu| 
to one oCtbe most emindiili of tli^ soi^ Of larael ; but antwitbstamnng aU 
Ihese circumstances, she, as an bumble netitioaer, threw baraelf upon the! 
Irader merciea of the banvoiebt Son of yod : ijUrong necessity urged oer on, 
grief and. growing distceas canaed 'her to be importunate ; sudi dreadfiil 
anrrow, sueh pressing dutreaa surrojanded her, it is no wonder that aim 
i^nid taJie no deqiaJ^ but pursued, with vepeated.netitions, the only person 
#bo washable to help. ' Accordingly, in tfaie deepest humility of mino, with 
the most, i^espeetfol reverence and submission, and the most vdent, earn<^ 
lindpow^riGal address, she came and feilal tbe feet'of our great kedeener ; 
.^besougfit hi m^ and cried, *^Have mercy oi^me, Lprdt thou Son of 
-I^vid«" The earneMnfe:sft of this woman^s petition, suod her calling our 
Lord the ^' Son of' David,'' plainly indicate, that 'she, believed him to bo 
iheMessia^-: she s^ihs to have received that faith,. wjbJcb was alwm 
lionoored 1^ tbe Son. of God, and. always recommended: thepo'sons who, 
|H»saessod it to his first regard ; and one wooid have expected, that such a, 
setition would not have been rejected by that boonMroland merciful Re- 
deemer who '' went about doing good," and who kindly invjti^cl^tbe iKearf 
4pd heavy ladeo^ to come to him with the promise of relief. 
. !^ Tfaia wdmafiy bdng a native ol Syropbvnicia^ was, no doubt, educated uk 
ell the idolatrous superstition of the Greeks ; but had. been ei^abled to bj> 
Mcrvein the Son of God, and earnestly and vehemently to apply to him for 
relief. And there is no reason to doubt, but that divine person, who ha4 
enabled heir to believe his ability to heal hier daughter, and thus, with all 
ber heart and soul, to implore his assistance, beheld her with an eye of :- 
iJMdef pity' and stood determined to grant her request. 

Bdt we find, that our Lord did not think proper to let her know his kind, 
mtentiooa Ipwards her at first. He made no reply to her petition, nor did^ 
1m seem to take th^ least notice, either of her, or her distress ; but tbis si- 
lence, and seeming disregard, did not intimidate ber so fi|r as to induce l«er. 
idttist i but excited her to press her petition with tbe more eacnestoesi^ 
pcgmtinned ha;cneft witbnTebenvtncn which would take 49 demnl> till 
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the disciples were iflTected with her grief, tnd became her td?octtes ; wni 
t|iej, however stroQg'y they had imbibed the j[Nrejadice8 of their natioQ 
■gainst the Gentiles, besought their Master to disaiss this, troublesome pe« 
titioner, to grant her reqaest, and send her away. 

But Jesus soon silenced his disciples, with an answer agreeable id their 
own pr^udices ; ** I am not 8ent,'*'said he, ** but to the lost sheep of the 
^oQse of Israel." To this the whole train readily assented, they had an 
Irigh opinion of the peco^iar pri?ileges and hi^h prerogatives of the Jews, 
pad looked upon the Gentiles as absolutely andean, and unworthy the 
leftst favour froiii the God of Israel : so (hat they \!|rere eotirely satisfied 
With this answer, and urged the matter no further. 

But the woman herself was not 80 easily prevailed on to give op her re* 
fuett : it was her own cause ; she had no hopes of relief from any other 
jaarter; and that divine power which ha(^ wroirght faith in her heart, an^ 
^Wen her a full persuasion, that J Esps was the Messiah, and able to help 
ier, ha k aUo given her strength and perseverance ii) her request. She 
look s^m^ encouragement, from observmg herself the subject pf conversa* 
^n between Christ and his disciple^, and though conscioits of her un- 
wofttiiness to approach so itiostrious a person, yet Tally convinced of fail 
divinity, she worshipped bim, aqd prayed, ** Loid help me." 
' Our LorJ now undescended to speak to this humble and earnest peti- 
tioner : bqt his words were seetningfy sufficient to have discouraged every 
future attempt ; & though she had conceived so high an opinion of the per- 
son, & condescending goodness of our Foord, his reply seCms sofl^cient ta 
Iwvc inspired her with bitter idislike and aversion. *' it is i^ot meet," sai^ 
he, *' to t^ke the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs.'^ Intimating, that 
the Jews were tl^e children of God, to whon) all the privileges and blessingi. 
of ths covenant or Abraham belonged ; and, as the Gentiles were vile and 
contemptible, th»*y coufd not expect to share those bjessings with the sons 
of Israel. "This answer however severe,- did not speak the language of the 
petitioner's humility, and therefore, it did not excite her resentment, ojr 
<!aUse her logo murmuring away ; but, acknowledging the justice pf his 
remark, she. meekly replied : *^ Truth, Lord ; yet the dogs eat of the 
crumbs which fall from their master^s table." Thus conlinning thesimitr- 
iudti which oar Lord had laid down, she artfully introduced her ownf case, 
and beautifully and meekly urged her petition at a time when, it might have 
been expected, she would have declined it with murmuring resentmtfnt; 

Our Saviour, having thus given the woman an opportunity of manifest^ 
ing the strength apd steadiness of her faith, and declaring what just notions, 
shti had of her own unworthin^ss, and the power and goodne:is of wit 

great Redeemer, he now beheld her with a gracious smile, commending 
er faith, and wrought the cure which she had so warmly and successfully 
solicited in behalf of her daughter; '* O woman,*' said he, ** great is thjt 
faith ; be it' unto thee even as thou wilt." These gracious words wert 
no sooner spoken, than the great event followed ; and the affectionate 
parent had reason to rejoicC;, for *' her daughter was made whole from that 
▼cry hour." 

This affecting and interesting relation, shoutd excite every person in dis^ 
tress, especially those who are in distress of soul, to be ardent, constant; 
and perservenng in their addresses to our great Redeemer. Whatever 
may be the nature of our distress, and however impossible it might seem to 
us, that our comfort should be restored ; yet there is the highest encoarage* 
ment to seek that great person, who is mighty to save, and in his ^wi| 
time and way, will deliver aH that commit their case to him, that believe 
in his name, and come to him for deliverance. Nor ought we to be dis« 
couraged by the most humbling views which we may have of our own nn- 
worthincss: the Syrophmnician woman was an Heathen ^nd an idolator^ 
but yet she was not pireveated by tho^e coasidcrationsj from imploring the. 
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]bjiy of tlie Son of God : the sopght it penevenngly tnd she found !^«-- 
Thusi, hg^ lost soever we idbj. ^appose onr condition to be, how desperate 
ioever oar case, we ought not to despair: the most hambliog and aba**' 
ing sense of our unworthiness, ooght not to keep as from the. great Sav- 
iour of sinners, butralher urge as to follow him with our petilioiif, and ar- 
'dently and vehemently implore his relief. 

And fai^lher, froJta the success of this afflicted parent, we may be excited 
to perseverance in oor petition thoogh we do not meet with th^ desired 
teteif, after a long continuance in our supplications : the person whose 
ease we are considering, for some time met with no answer, and waa af- 
terwards repeatedly denied ; bdt still she persisted, and at last prevailed: 
>o, though the Lord stands at a distance from us, leaves us to our sorr6w% 
Idoes not answer our prayers in the time, or the way we might expect ; 
itill we are encouraged to continue our address : he is not offended at .oor 
Importunity, he is not angry at our wants, nor weary of our crie« : but thtf 
language of his words are, that we ought always to pray, and net to faint. 
I^or ought we to be weary of this pious practice thoogh the Lord may seen 
%o deny our reqjuest ; Ihouglyuftead of removing our affliction and distreso 
ty his gracious smiles, he se^^po frown upon us, and lays fresh burdens 
on our souls ; though, at the Rme when we expected deliverance, we meet 
with new distresses ;&, though the Lord follows us with stroke after stroke, 
And lays One auction upon another ; still we ought te continue our peti- 
tions, to^lay them at his fetC, to take no rest till he answers our prayera, 
And to determine, that we will not let him go until he bless as. And we 
znay rest assured that whosoever is enabled, like the Canaanitish womao^ 
thus ardently, vehemently, humbly, and persevering ly, to continue their 
jBupplications to the Son of God, will soonev or hiler, likar^iier, find thede* 
sired relief. 

Jesus being returned from the coasts ofTyre and Sidon, and takings 
tear through the region of 0ecapolisy a man was brought to him wh<» 
was deaf and dumb. The divine Physician was always ready to re* 
Fieve such objects of affliction and distress as appfied to him ; but, as the 
multitude thronged about him, expecting he would soon set up his kingdom, 
de thooght proper to take the diseased person and his relations aside 
fcon^ the throng; he then pot his fingers in his ears, and touched his 
tongue, that the deaf man, wko could not be informed by lan^age, mi^bi 
mark the great person who was his benefactor. He then *^* looked up to 
•heaven, and sighed, and said onto hinoh Epaphatha, that is. Be opened: 
end straightway bis ears were opened^ and the string of bis tongue waa 
loosed tM he s{mke plain. And he charged them, that they should tell 
no man." This injnnction, -however, was very little regarded ; for, the 
man and his relations were so elated with the benefit they had received^ 
that they published it in evesy part of the country. 

The vast crowds that gathered about our exalted Redeemer, were such 
as it was a trouble to hear : he, therefore, to avoid such prodigions nunk- 
bers of people as the fame of his miracles had brought together, retired te 
a desert mountain near the sea of Galilee. But the solitary shades of the 
wilderness could not long conceal the great Benefactot of the human 
,race : msltitudes who were related to helpless objects of distress, soon 
discovered the place of his retreat, and brought to him from all quarters^ 
(he sick, the lam^, the blind, the damb, and the maimed. The compas- 
sionate Saviour of sinners was moved at the sight of so many piteous ob- 
jects.; he graciously released them from their several complaints, and re* 
stored them to health and strength* Miracles like these could not fail of 
excitiq^ the veneration and wonder of the numerous spectators : bat above 
alU the restoring thp dumb to the faculty of speech, filled the beholders 
with astonishment ; for, it must be observed that he not only conferred 
en these persons the faeuHy of hearing, and* pronouncing soandS) Vyokv&r 
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ttMitiMBatly emriftyed into their niods the wlwie hnpngtf of Aef r coiitik 
iry : they were instantly acqaainted with the ? arioni wordi h cent&itked^ 
tifeerr firniBettioni, their formi, th^ pbweri, and their qm, and, at unc# 
ioqnired the haWt of ipeakiog property and flacn^ly* This surely was tofp. 
Ident to hairt Qonvrnced the mosit Ignorant and slap id of the hnman racey 
that such works conid he effected by nothing less than the mighty pqwet 
of God ; and, #e are informed, that ** the mahitode wondered when thev 
law the ddfAb to toeali, the maimed to be whole, the lante to walk, ana 
Ike t»lind to see, ahd th^ glorified the God of Israel'' 

The attending to the Ttrions cares our great Redeemer p ier fo'rm iedy de- 
flfned the rfioltitlide thre^ dayi in the desen ; during which time, they had 
consamed all the provisions which they brought along with them into tfii 
ilrtitary retfte^t : no refreshntent was to be procured in the desert, and Ihft 
Idnd, commissiontte J a sua wodd not send them away faatiog, lest aiijr 
iHio had fbUowed him ad far from their habitatijons. should faint by Cfctt 
yhij ; and, therefore, he again exerted his almighty power to feed thn ntBlti- 
tudc In the #i)dentesa. 

With this Yiew, our exacted Saviour ctjhA hit diseiplet onto him« amf 
said, ^ 1 have oomj^ssion on the mDltitHb^ because they conthme #ith 
me no# three dftvs, and have nothing to eat ;* and I will not send them away 
^sting, lest they faint by the way.** The cBsciplea, tho' they had lately 
bad so ptain a manifestation of divine power on a likie o^caiion, seemed t^ 
wondrr at the propoial: ^ Whence,^' said they, ** should we hate so much 
bread in the if^'Idernesa, as to fill so great a mulUtode?'' Their dhrine Jllaf- 
ifiT did not rebuke them for their unbelief, but calmly asked them, ^ Horn 
many f oaves have jre ?** To which they replied, ** Seven, & a few sitiaU fish* 
es." Our great Redeemer then ** commanded the nfifiHitode to sit down on 
the ground. And be took the seven loaves, and the fishes, and gaffe 
thanks, and brake them, and gave to his disciples, and the ditciplei to tb? 
Wioltitude ; and they did s^l eat, and were all fll^ : and they took up the 
broken meat that was left, seven baskets full. And they that did ml^ 
trcre four thousand men, besides women and children." 

It is not unworthy of remark, that the blessed J E sua, daring the eoorif 
of his public ministry, very frequently, wrought his wonderful works^ ai 
pQbIisfM>d his divine discourses in the silent retreats of the wilderness, mi 
th«» solitary shades of the desert. Here he was followed by great nnmbei 
who were diseased either in body or mind, and who came after him wi 
a sincere desire of receiving benefit, either from the miraculous powecs of 
healing which he possessed, or from the heavenly doctrines which he taught ( 
and. were sincerely desirous of receiving instroction, and would indurathv 
hardships to which Ibey were frequently exposed in the wilderness, wher* 
they were sometimes two or three days without food : so that we may ^ 
serve liie wisdom of our great Redeemer, who took this method to cdDcat 
together, the honest plain -hearted part of the nation, who were more lifce^ 
to be affected with his miracles, and profit by his instructions, than €bf 
proud rulers of the people, or the haughty and opulent inhabitants of the 
crowded cities, and it may be further remarked, that our heavenly lo* 
structor chose these desert places and obscure retreats, that he might baTf 
the opportunity of conveying his divine doctrines to the persons whose 
hearts were prepared to receive them, without opposition from thn prooA 
self-conceited Scribes and Pharisees. How happy were peoole, who thus 
sat under the divine instructions of the Son of Grodl who left the bos|ji;« 
bustling scenes of folly and dissipation in the crowded city, ani retired to 
the silent and solitary shades of the desert, to attend to tnose things which 
concerned their everlasting peace; thus exchanging the loud coar of 
Janghter and folly, for the calm dictates of eternal wiMom; and, giving 
tijp the ** bread that perishetb," for that ** Which eddureth to cveilastiDg 
hfe. 
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Aft^ Utini^minealoiitly fed the nmltilnde, Jxsvt deptfted to the terri* 
tiiy of Magd&end ftppeered ill « provinee of that coiifitqr, cftlM Dal- 
qfKqnUM. The PJkariiees hf^yiug beard that be bad tgaio ftd the maKitode, 
ftllpwed him there ^ for tb^ feared that the comiiiotl peoj^ woold bv 
voovinoed by hit mirtdei, add acbiio«lrIedge bim to be the Mestiah ; and 
tbef ^were de^emijlned to oppose him with all their might, end openly and 
aibncly confute whue^r be adranoed^ with a view to prtteot the oatioa 
(rbni owoiog him micler thit chiiracter. 

In order to tUa, they boldljr demanded of him ft tiKH from beaten, to 
make it plain,, beyond all contradictlob, that be waf a greater prmihet than 
Moiies. is 8178 replied, by rebaking their blindness ft lolly, wbo byob mr t* 
ing the face of the eky, cocild diitingniui ihd tim of fair Aft rainy weather* 
ir^th a precision, which was folly oHiniflested by the event ; bat, at the 
eanie tiibO) they Were so blind and foolish, they could not perceive the evl« 
dent manifestatieil of the falfilment of the propbec.'Iss respecting the Met* 
slab, nor distitigdish the signs of those timet which they 90 ardent- 
ly expected and desired. Had the Phao^es duly attended to the cvi« 
dences which oar Lord prodbced to prove hit divine tnission, and exam- 
ined them with tbe sinle care ail they did the fiice of the sky, when they 
predicted the fairness or the fontness of tbe weather, they Wonid doubliest 
nave been eofavinted of the trath : btit their obstinate ana inveterate preja- 
dices, prevented their receiving the Redeemer of Israel, and filled their 
hearts with sb moch pride and envy, that oar divine Instmctor would not 
attempt their iofoi'mation and conviction ; but fetching a deep sigh, because 
of the hardness of their hearts, he declared, that their expected sign 
should never be given them ; and farther observed, that the only sign 
which Divine Providence would allow them, was that of his own resurreo- 
tion from the dold regions of tbe dead, m Which dark abodes he should 
be no long;er held, than the prophet Jonah was in the belly of the whale; 
This miracle of our Lord't resorredtlon, was a sign greater than any which 
bad formeriy been shewn by the ancient prophets, and was justly insisted 
«n by our greit Redeemer, to pro¥e that he excelled and was far suporibp 
lo them all: ** A wicked ^ftd adulterous generation,*' said he, " seek* t af- 
ter a Mgn ? and there shall Ao sign be given unto it, but the sign of the 
frophet Jonas.**. 

Having given this answer to the Pharisees, our Lord departed with hit 
Atciples, and went by sea to Bethsada. During this short voyages, he 
cautioned his disciples to beware of the doctrine of the Scribes and Phari- 
sees, which he introduced tmder the metaphor of leaven, describe its wide 
epreading contagion, and pernicious influence of the minds and actions of 
men. Tnese hypocrites, valoed themselves for their zealous attachment 
to a religion, which consisted in the scrupulous observance of frivolous tra- 
dition, while tbey neglected the immutable duties of natural re)if[;ion as 
Well as the weightier and more important precepts of the law ; but the 
disciples, having forgotten ta.take bread with them in their voyage, thought 
onr Lord intrMuced the discourse of leaveo^ to caution them agidnst pro- 
curing it of the Heathens, or Samaritans ; for. though their master nad 
10 lately fed the multitude in the desert, they had forgotten bit miraculont 
|K»wer, and teemed not to be tensible, that he who had fed teji thousand 
persons with five loafea, was' able, at all timet, to provide for their 
aecetuties. 

Having crested the lake, and landed at Bethsada, there was brought to 
our Lord a blind man, and he wat earnestly intreated to restore him 
to . tight. He received the petition with his usual kindness, and tak- 
ing the man by the hand, he Ira him out of the cihr ; then he spit in his 
eyes and laid hit hands upon him, and asked him if be saw any thing : to 
which, the f^^wmMsdy 'M see men at trees walking :'* which words very 
properly exgkm ^ jMiitinctntss of hit ti^ht : Jasue titai fadd his hands 

O 
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upon bi|B A Mcood Ume^ and be was immediately nitond to clear, cHli 
tinct, and perfect sigbL 

. It is proper in tbki place to be remarked tbat the InhabitantB of fietbsadiS 
]iad, by their iogratitode, ipapenitesce, and nnbeUef« greatly provoked tiuff' 
§reAt ELedeemer ; and il may be said' of this city, as it i^as of anotber| 
*^ be would not do m^ny mighty works there, becadse of their unbelief:** 
and this, no doubt, was the reason why be would not p<^rform' this mira< 
ealous cure in the city, bot led the blind man into the fields ; and soon after 
departed into the lecritory of Cesarea Philippl. 

. Being retired into the country, onr Lord ti)oog(ht proper to try the ikUIr 
of the apostles ; not that be did it fbr his ow'n mformation, bot that 
it might be manifest to themselves, thai they believed in the Lord!-^ 
3ip^ith this view, he asked them. " Whom do men say that I, the Son o^ 
nan, am P" In answer to this quiestion. the disciples replied, ** Some say. 
tbat thou art John the 3aptist ; some, Eliak;: and others, Jer'emias, or one 
of the prophets!" The people in general, wei'e convinced that Jicsus waa 
a great prophet ; but Uioogh they were cbmrinceS of this, the^ did not; 
acknowledge him as the Messiak. The reason of theSr mistake is veiy ap- 
parent : they expected tbat the flfessiab, vrhen he'appeared, would assume 
the honors, grandeur, and power of a temponil kingdom; but, as Jesos 
disclaimed and declined all earthly honours, they codld' not receive bim 
Bnderthat character. Jb sua/ therefore, gave the disciples an opportu- 
nity of declaring what their conceptions were of his person and character; 
lind, witb this view, he asked them, " But Whom say ye that 1 am ?" To 
tibis qu^ion, Peter immediately r^pliec^, •< Then art Christ the Son of the 
living drod.'' With a condescending smile-, oftr Lord accepted the title, 
und, to testify his approbation of Peter's faith. Immediately replied; ** Bies« 
1^ art thou, Simon Bai>'jonah : for flesh and blood bath not revealed it' 
unto thee, bat my Father which is in heaven. Oiir mat Redeemer, then 
alluding to. the name of Feter, which signifies a rbelr, led* him, and the 
ifest of the disdnles, to a view of that eterhal Rock, on^ faith he bad" 
before ex^absseo^ and the whole cbprcb of Chrmi't hNila, as-on a sure 
foundatiom/. ^Aiid I sajr unto tbe^;^' said he. ** that thqn art Peter, an^ 
upon tins rnck t will ImUd my choirdh ; and the gate's dfhell shAll not pre' 
toI. agf&itfst it.'^ 

It cannot, with'oat great absurdity ; be concluded, that Peter was the^^ 
Ti)ck on which CnaiST declared he would bmjd bis church: wieak, 
ifideed, and easily assaulted and overcome by the nowers of IkU, would' 
the noble fabrk:k be, if it rested on any creature ; and 'much more so, waa 
k supported by aweak, mutable, & fallitde man : {t is tlierefo're manifSBst* 
ed, that Christ himself is the Rock, on which bisi nniverita) cbdrcb^ 
containing the whole number of bis redeemed, is erected ; and this Is V 
firandation which will staord tbrever: not all the powers of earthiandWi* 
ean shake the immovable basis of this rock : and whosoever Is so oappf 
as to be fixed on this fbondstion, need not fear the dreadful earthquue. 
|be rbshing; inundation, the raging tempest^ or the devouring ifame: not 
all the ragie and cpnfe^on of a tumultuous wiorld; can hurt such a person 
as this ; but be may stand' sjcenre amidst the last convulsion of ejtpirinjr 
nature, and bebidld, without Jearr ** the wrecks of matter and the crtfA w 
worlds.**' 

Butotff Lord pritmoeded' to ^ew t4ie favourable regard which be had for 
bis disciples, and thiB gifts Wbicb he would bestow upon them ; and, tfaere- 
fom, he adds, '* And 1 will give unto tbee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven : and wbatsoewer thou sbalt bind on earthy shall be bound in heav- 
en: and whatsoever then sbalt loote on earth, shall be loosed in. heaven,^*'. 
M.allh. xvi. 19. As Peter had spoken in behalf of hin ufllf a& d^tbe rest of' 
the apostles, so^r Lord lays down these gifts ^bkk^^Bj^on ^0 ^^^ • 
ibrthe iume words, witb very little variation, a^tHHRV^ whote 



Createit, 
fbe reit 
«fer cluine4 it. 

T? ■ 



mafbK in JftU. upii. IS. tnd in John xs. SS. Th«j cannot btt ■nipan4 
lo conlafb a 4''='>'*U'"' "^ «» tapenority mMimod to Petor «nr tbe nrt 
of ibo apottlei ; for, it if endeijt, tb^, wbeo uiej aftcnrudf uwoImI of) 
thU head, and beld MJ coobendon araongit theBUBlnii «ko AooU b« 
' ' , they irere t,\vfV reproved by their Htiter : not CM «■ find, tha^ 
of the apaitlei erer coBfeued any inch luperiotity, or that Vtiaf 

The keyi ATtba laqgdom of heavep beiog given to the apotljei, by a tbi^ 
ay and baaotifnl figure, repr^tentf the iocgoh of thoir nlaiitrj. Tb« 
kingdom of bwTODi in the langaan of ttie eraDgollft, i* t&a UiMoib of 
grace, or the ditpeoMtian of 'too gbrkrai ^oagel : and what pu ba ivorii 
tiatara], thui to tfj, tbst the key* of tho kiagdon of baaTen u* ftfra 
to tham »lio opao tbata notile ' trothi to the toot of neo. And wbe^ 
it is said, that vbaltoever the tpostki mn4 oa earth iImII be baoi|d in 
beaven j it erideDtlyrelatea to the diiine approhation of thou regolationi 
and reittictiona, which the apo^tlea itiould eitabliih fn tho cboi'ch ; fdr 
binding >n^ looting, ' are freqaentJy (ued ia the b^modical l>iigiiage, Up 
fopreseot allowing or forbiadiag partieolar taotimenU and practice* : . 
w tbaL, from the i*hale, we mav coaclode, t^^t hoiteTei oni Loid. approT* % 
ed or appladded t'eter'i faith ana teal, be did not, by theie declaratiDn tf 
lateod to giro hiis any pie- eminence or tntborily over tba reit of Ibe 
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CHAPT EB XIX. ' * 

(^a.mxnfi>rm_ihis'ttlirM",ofMt Sufferings and DtalX : Htdeclartf, 
' ihat it lhaUj^dgt.tRe FFbrU, mtdgivts aDuciptv>» eftht Last Jwig- ^ ^ 
mml; ffe iiitansfgurtd in tAe Pftsttlee oflArteofAis Aj^llts: Jt .^11- 
^Ae Foot oflht Mountain of Transfguratioa, At aifa a ToiUA, wAo Aall _^ 
a dumb and diaf Spirit : And. rrtwning (o Captrnaam, pays tit Ro- ^ 
ptan Tribute, raiithapiece nf H1oniy, takin out of thtMovth ofafis\ \ 
£y Ptter, as.nea6ttl.o his Master's Dlrtdipn. '' 

THE disciplei, w they atilt retained thor exoKtationi of a temporal 
kingdom, were doobtleii, biglil} elated nith the digcotme of their Maries, 
vrbich they bad latel/ bearo ; giving them the keyi of the kingdom of 
beaven, ^nd enabling them to bind and looie with fnch anthority, were 
Very agreeable to them: and it it to be loppoud, that tbey eitpiained tbese 
KTanti to mean some great temporal powert and hoQDDrt they were to ba 
[pvegted. witb. Their divine Leader, to abate their high iweiling coW- 
ceiEi, and lead them into dearer viem of tha mature of his kingdcrra, ani^ 
0ie final time of hit minittry aniong«t the ie«i, informed them, that k 
vat appointed in the eternal counsels of kit father,, ihat be Ehdnld be rt- 
jected.Dy the mler^ of IsraeF, pErsGcated^itJ| tile utmost malice, followed 
Vfith faUe aecDiations, and, at hst, put la de.atb is it male factory ith at- 
CaniitaMM of the greitcit cruelty and public jIUme. 

The fllSples were eKceeflirigly alarmed at fliii prediction of their tfal- 
tei ; he had jut before accepted Ibe titl>: oF (hp MeA^iah and <krUre4, 
Uat he would beitow high honoan, p«0Dl1ar privilegn, anftertriprdJDaiT 
powen on hii apoitlet ; and bis now dedariog, that he ^tooU bo arraign- 
M, condemneland pat to death u malefactor, wat m> coatrary lo ihrir 
^peotalfons, |Bt thcv thooght it impostible te be troa. Pkter, who waa ^ 
^4waimc(|i|fipirl£u tbe ie*t, bcud lui nwiter talk «f djiiif at Jeni< .^ 



Xo» Lira OP JE8II8 cidtisiL 

•tIemwittUie nti^poit astonUhmeiit* coald not fofbear 1ihitiBK» thitlm' 

Ad jiotbdji^v^ H Ho be irae ; and he proceeded t6 blame hik Master, for 
iiB6dtioniog any aoch thing. ' For this boldttett, oar Lord sharply re-k 
bnked him : '' Get tbee bebind me, Salan ': thou art an offence unto* 
ne; for iboa lavoarest not the tUtoga ibi^ be of God, Imt those tbal[ 
be of men." \' ' 

It Was ^e false notions of the oatara of the Messiah^s kiQgdoni which 
Peter had imbibed, and his love to 'the wortd, and^desires after its grandeur 
and gloiry, whi(ih Induced him to uttei that imprnieht ^lasgaage, which 
broQj^ht so severe a leboke from hil Master, ft was therefore a lesson^' 
vfaiim our Redeemer, at this tjme, thought peculiarly proper to iuculcate,' 
Ibat all wh6 would silerwards obtain tb&t glo^y which belonged to the 
sobiects of his kingdom, mwit deny themselves ;' that is, they mtist ail ways 
fee read^ to give op every Worldly pleasbre, every thittg' which tends to> 
jratify the senses, tnd even life itself, whenever the canie of Christ re-' 
ouirea it. And he ioforajied thanl, that whosoever purtaed the glory and 
plessedness of his kingdoin, iii such a wajf as to be likely to obtain it»' 
iDUst expect to meet with trouble, vexation, disapjioiotment; affliction, 
stnd distress : for, our Lord declared, that >ie who would be Ms disciple/ 
jnpil;' take op his cross daily, and follow him.' .« . » ... 

Odr Loratbus opened* to his disdplbs the* true nature of bis kingdom, 
and let them know, that it was quite the reverse of vi^hatlhey had* ci^ptect^i 
ed : for, though they bad undergone inatiy afflictions, difficalties, an|diria1s, 
there were greater and m^ro severe exerdses of their patierice and forti<r 
tudc still to come ; these- i^ would bei in vain to attempt to shun or evade, 
for tliey must follow their master in the footsteps of his affliction, which i^ 
they attempted to shun, they would fall into greater evils ; but those who 
" persevered in the way of-^heir d^^ty with patience and fortitude, thoujgh 
they inight lose their temporal lives, they would certainly gain an happy 
iqtmorta.'it^ : *^ J^or whosoever,'* said he, **will iave his lifi^, s^U lose it i 
hot whosoever shall lose'hisUfe for my iiake the saine shiill savb It^ Fot 
what h a man profited, if he snail gain thib whqle worldi and lose his own 
soul? Or what shall ^ man ^ive in exchange fbr bis soul?'*^ ' 

Our great Redeemer, having explained to his attentive disciples, tbo 
liisage the^ most expect to find from the World, and the reproadti, trouble, 
affliction, and variety of distress which they must expect to go througli; 
l^e then thought proper to change the scene, ahd represented to them'Cho 
grandeur, glory, dignity, and majesty in which he sh^ld appear, whaa 
those fufifcririgs f^ere ac an end ; *' f^or tl&e Son 6f Man^'* said ho, '** shal) 
4:ome in the glory of his Father; and then he shall reiward ^very man ai^' 
cording to his works." This consideration might have beeb Abundantly 
somcient to qai<it their mindsr aod reconcile tt^rh to various difficulties^ 
troubles, ffnd afflictions whicli lay before them. Then th«r despised Mas* 
ter will appear in greater glory and dignity thttn the fubst pomnous ^^rthly^ 
prince ; he will assume'the birth right of the skies, and sit as th6 supreme 
judge of heaven and earth ; then will his enemies meet With the j^onisb* 
inent which they have so justly deserved, &his friends -jubst assuredly re- 
ceive their eternal reward ; bi^ those who, through fear of iKe d^culties & 
trouble^ which lay before them, have deserted his cause, will si^^ tbem^ 
selves deserted, and finally rejected at that awfol day y for M^RV great 
Redeemer, *' Whosoever, therefore, shall be Aahamed f^rl^m/tr^^ '^f 
words, in l^|s adulterous and fioA|l-generatbn, of him almsHliREe Bon of 
man be ashamed^ when be comeUi io the glory of fiis "IWitr vrith the 
l»oly angels.'' 

^ . As this is the first time which our ^alted Redeemer meoMpned this great 

^event to his disciples^ it may not be aimisi to 'take' a dMC view of this 

grand, magnificent, awfal, and most interesting seenet^Pb' the Son of 

k 5Bpd is the exalted pcTHB who flhaH judge tb^WdrUili r^boanessi Isl 
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flrfar m iamuirf, flMftempbte tbt glor;, {nndm, taA ^(vitf In wtMi 
Iwwillippear: taliiraiclfdacluu, tlikt ba Willappeir '•'in tho 'glaryit 
Ml Fatbw, aadwith the bo^'uinl*:"'hemll tppwrwnjadin tbs aU" 
jetty of that God, •rbo dmluitfnKU, knd wboM Blof? n<>' mortal etn W- 
^KMcb ; imt tbe blcMcd iaUKUnM of tbo boaTCnlf woiM; okn btmt tM 
MaBe of Urat boandleit kIot; which lorrognds tbe eterdal tlitont; bat nil 
theirfteeiiathepmeDeeeFtbatOod; wbo dn«1l« in liKfat,' atidftlb tbq 
taMveol; regioni with the boandleii blase of uncreated brigtitiiBii.' How 
■mtll, haw'dlm a «pecfa is tbe MB, wbM compu'eft with the Etoroal PoBb^ 
tain of Light, or with the brigbtaew «f thai God, «!h« poor* tbj boaaw 
tadiancefrom world to world, and coold wUboDcraj ofglotjrdttte^ftom 
bi> throna. Tight op a thooHad toot. 

In Lhi) boundleis bri^btoeai, and majotie pomp, will the aoo of God 
qipear. ' Ah ! bow onlike the deipiied (lalliean ; how nolilta t^ tbo pCr^ 

tin. who groaned and bled on Calmr;! Not now attended wiA twelvs 
eak diaciplea, twelve mean, tlliterate fiihermeo ; bat lorronnded witii 
myriads of ciBleittal Epirita, and nnmberlMi boat) of mighty angel i. Willi 
what c(Ele9tial''pon)(», With what anutterUile bHghtneit, they dsicem} 
th^aagh the tky, while the lan,' orerpowerod with exeaitin light, ibrink^ 
and ifiiappeat'*'^ and the ' rthile bright uwmbly deaeenda from beaveft 
** with sVhotitiiritb' the TOiee of the archangel, and tbe irnmp of God.*' 
Th: trumpet, nith tremendon* roar, reaoondi throbgh the recto as ofth* 
dead; tbe dead anate and rinb; tome ezoltiag with joy at the light of 
their SaTioar^ and others' tarriiied, oonfonaded, & filled with ineipreiiihla 
borrar^ at the »ighl Of tbeir Judge : thegrortand mighty, tbe rich and no- 
ble, warrior*, captaini, priifees, and potentates who ruled the world, and 
did as they pleased amoBgM the soni of men, now bare loatall their ban- 
pun and command, and are filled with the ntoMit caattemation, amazs' 
tneoc, and distn^: ih^y cannot (Mar tbe brigbtaet* of the Judge, they 
.wonid plunge into eteroal iiarkiteK, to avoid hii pierdng eye, and th^ 
call open the roeka arid mohotaini to faH opon tbem, •'•od hide them 
from the ftee of him that aftteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the 
Lamb ; for (he great day of hia wrath is come ; and who shall be able 

However Teloctaat, thwire breed to appear: nrged by strong neeeisi- 
ty, and driren by fh>WoinglhnKah, they crowd to the bar, and stand treiri- 
Ming and aitODlsbad, on the lefl-handj of their Jud<^. The elect of God, 
ntheccd'by angels from the atermost parti of the earth, and placed on the 
Agbt-baod ; tbay lift up their beads with joy, and, beholding the great 
Jnlgeof huTen and earth, with 'exaltation bq4 transport can say. " 11ii« 
faoorOod. wehare'wuted for htm; we will be glad and rt^eice in him." 
And now the UnK is come, when flagrant oatrageous vice ghall be thrown 
diown and deitnied, oppressed, afflictM virtoe sball be exalted ; now is tba 
time, when tbe mystene* of Providenoe' shall be nnvetled, when all tbo 
clouds and difknen which 'stnroandcd the ways of God, will be oleared 
ftway.aod the 'wisdom, jDstice, and goodnef) of divine condnct folly dn- 
dioaiod, boUiinlhoM who are n*ed, and those who perish: now the choreli 
tff Chkiit, his ipoUaia bride, purchawd ftitb bis blood, sball appear iii 
all her glory aid bsaaty, all ran nypoorftieal preteodari will baexpoied, 
tnd every Uiing that oSeHdctb, Sote ai^ay. ' 

'^ Anawfnl uwnce is proelaimed; the boolts^w opened ; the aeercts of alt 
hearts, and ercry-dark deed ivhich bad been earefnliy concealeil. are bio^ 
loligbt, and tben the exalted King drthBUD:rerK,'whD sits in Judgment, 
proceeds to pan that sentence, which matt gtand for ever. With looks of 
the most bind, oondesceodlaE goodness, and nntpaakd^ complacener 
ud delight, he first behold the happy heirs of life and gUiij, who had 
been -enabled, ^his grace, to believe in him ftr life and aalnUon, and 
fciing twib lub fiviu sf tigW*oan^^lpV woa, bonoiusUB to Idi cadia : 
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tteM bftppy lOQlf look op to Uioir Jadgti with tiieh oaiotioni m tre- alnm 
^Ifttcription, and, with inexpressible jojr. hear him pronomce this heiir^ 
tepandiDg^ sentence, ** Comey ye blessea of my Patoer, inherit the khig- 
tloin prepared foryba from the fonadafcion of the world ; for I wu an hoo- 
kerM, and ye gave me meat ; for I was thirsty, & ye gave me dnok ; 1 waa ' 
^ fltranger, and ye took me in ; naked, and ye clothed me ; I WM tick, andl 
^visited me ;: I wa&in prisoh, and ye earae onto roe/' 
a >■ The redeemed of the Lord, with ineiftbte joy, reeeive the approbation oC 
IJheir Jadge ; but their meek and hamble hearts will not take iiny praise ta 
Ibemselvet, nor ascribe the happiness they are going to receive to any tlnn|^ 
4Mie by them ; an4» therefore^ they n^eekly reply, '' Lord when saw w^ 
tbee an hcngered, and fed thee ? or thirsty, and gave thee drink ? Wheit 
•aw we thee a stranger, and took thee in P o|r naked, and clothed thee i^ 
Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, tt>d came onto thee." Oar Lor4 
MKoves and eommands their hnmiiity, bt^ at tlie same time to let tba 
iraole assembled world know, how kindiy lie accepted of evecy instance o£ 
Ibe kindness - and benievolence they had shewn to hii peopjo, he adds, 
^ Inasmuch as ye have done it onto one of the least of these my brethreD^ 
ye have done it onto me." 

The Judge then -changes his countenance, and, with a look of iM^gBft* 

lien and rising wraths which pierces through the inmost soul, ha behokb 

4he guilty wretchles, who stand trembling at his left hand : filled with con- 

^oionsguilt^ and ell the agonies of raging despair, tfaeiy stand expecting 

their final doom; while these accents break from the lips of their angiy 

Jodge : '* Depart from me, ye cursed into evejrlastiog fire, prepared lor tM 

devil and bis angels: for I was an fanngered,' and ye gave iqo no nfoat^' 

I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink ; f was a stranger, and ye took iaa; 

hot in * naked, and ye clothed me not ;- sick and in prisoo» and ^ Tintw 

me not." The wicked, oonscioMS of goilt, not recollecting the pft&iB aeta of. 

kindness and contempt of the Son of God, here literally ^weified, are em- 

Mdrned to reply, ** Lord, wheii saw wo jLhee an hnogeivfi'Ot 4 thkii^ 

or a stranger, or naked, or sickj or in pHsdb, $hd did not teinistor Wto- 

ihee?'* However willing they may be to' jnstify themsehres, opr Lord lirau 

knows the naughtiness of their heart, and is fully acquainted with Ih^ fknL 

deeds, and, therefore, be confoands thenot for e^er with thn f^ly : VJln- 

«smuch as ye did it not to one of the least of t|^, ye did it Qot %4 ns*' :i 

' The final and eternal Sentence thus ^ssed, ■ the ezecntioa imniojiaieist 

ancceeds : a legion of mighty angels drive the black horrid train of tnoS 

Ikling sinners from the judgment seat ; and, daught in a fiery tempest^ tbsf/ 

^ mre preci{Htated into their dreactfnl place oF punishment ; ti^ galph Of^otigi^ 

; oai: horror and despair stretches wide its burning jaws to reoeivo.lbifll ^| 

iHair fall i and they are tormented with fire- and brimstone, ttt.the pr « a O » ! i 

«if the holy angels,' and in the presence of the Lamb: an4-thtiflMbo^^^ 

their torment ascendetb op for ever and ever. 

* Mean while, the friends and. faivoa rites of the Eleraal King, a)re,;<MftTH 
daeted to the paradise of God, and safe lodged in the realms of eteoiiii.bkliL 
Redness and rest: these happy realms, formed by the eternal Qod fi^C.uili 
abode of his people, contain every thing which can satisfy the pqire doftr^ 
of an immortal spirit, and fill the soul with hfoly and ever growing deUg|it^ 
now every* fear, every sorrow, and every sio is done away ; and the bofiA 
irihstbitants of this gloriotfs place, drink full streanu of .^iss, and.bartaan^ 
•of those joys which proceed, frofll.'jihe throne of God, ahd^of theltfieibsi 
now the redeemed of the Lerd* ' fgitaHig o'n.e >ast, one happy aooiot^w 
dwell in that splendid city, where ihe' full glory of the Eternal 0od. is^ 
maaifeftted in the exalted Saviour, who is en^atically styled, '* the bnxht-^'^ 
aass of his Father's glory, and the express imKe of his person." tim 
«very happy believer in the Son of God, dwells in the presence of .lut 
teiqur , beholds Uus supreqis ot^jectt of. l»f lore, fooo to faiM^ ^ Jlk\ 
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rtrfty Urn in the beauty ftBd glory of Inmortalifcy. Bot all deieriptwn 
: .t|ie homan min^, in its present beclouded state, cannot bear the 
» of Immortal glory, nor receive any adequate ideas of Ihat boundless 
, which the Lord will bestow on bis people ; ** For eye bath not seen, 
sar. heard, neither hath it entered inio tne heart of man to eonceivo 
; Ood hath prepared for those that love him.'' 

I this doctrine of Christ's being appointed the oaiversal Jadge of 
en and earth* might seem incredible to the disciples ; especially, as 
Lord had bat just before given them the hombling account of bia, 
rings and death ; he proceeded to inform them, that some who heard 
speab, shoald see so moch of his glory ard his kingdom while they 
[, as shonM convince them, that his declaration was tiue : ** Verily, t 
mtp yon,'* aaid he, *< there be s<Ane standing here, which shall not 
of death, till they see the Son of man coming in bis kingdom." A" 
ible to this prediction, the disciples lived to see tiie transngnration of 
Master, and! to be witnesses of his glorious resurrection, and bis trium* 
t ascension into heaven ; they lived to see the descent of the Holy 
t, and the doctHnes of the gospel propagated in varioos remote parts 
B if^orld ; and sdme of them hired to see that awfol and ample display 
rine vengeance, manifested in the destruction of that unbelieving 
who were the professed enemies and murderers of the LfOrd of life, 
that kicked city where he was cmcified. 

le fitst of these great events succeeded the declaration in about six, 
when our great Redeemer being with the multitude in the country of 
Tea-Philippi, he lef^ them in the plain^ and, accompanied by Peter, 
s, an^ John, ascended an exceeding high mountain-. In this solitude, 
I our Loird was praying, he was transfigured; his face assumed a glo- 
radiance, and emitted a beamy brightness, not inferior to the son 
ig In its strength ; bis garments sfamie with a snowy whiteness, far 
id any thing which human art could produce, and, like the fair beams 
e nkbrning light,' glowed with a sWeet refulgence, not inferior to the 
tiiess of h\i countenance. Thus, for a short time the Son of God 
tred in hi^ native glory, and the majestic brightness of his divinity 
s Uirodkh the veil of his human nature. To heighten the solemnity of 
«ne,'Mo8bs, the great lawgiver of Israel, and Elijah, the great prophet, 
B l^rd, and supporter of the law, appeared in the beauties of^iromor- 
, afid' shone in those robes with which the inhalNtants of the heavenly 
alenl ddbrned. 

appears that the disciples, being heavy with sleep at the time of prayer, 
ot see the brightness of this glorious scene ; they, however, awaked in 
tmdst surprise, to behold the place shining with heavenly glory ; they 
DSt the first part of this bright dispfsy of our Redeemer's divinity, and 
I jeonversalion he held with the two great prophets, who Came dowQ 
heaven on this great occasidn ; but they heard so much, as gave them 
derstand, that thfese glorious persons had been talking of those things 
1 their Master had lately informed them of. His sufferings and death, 
I woukl s^on be aecomplished at Jerusalem, thoueh they appeared to 
of such an humbling nature, and contrary to toe character of the 
iab, they found were not unworthy the contemplation of the greatest 
nakes of thelieavenly worM ; and though the mentioning them, 
itely given such offence to f^ter, he perceived that they were spoken 
persons of superior dignity and understanding, as highly honorable 
s character of his Master, fiut the feeble nerves of the three disci- 
ould not bear the blaze of heavenly glory ; they were amused, con- 
led, and terrified, and scarce knew where they were, or bow they 
; to behave ; bot the forwardness of Peter's disposition prompted him 
r something on the occasion, though he 'Tonsidered not the propriety 
ideney of it: ** Master," sud h«^ ** it is good foe us to be here ; anU 
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feter having b^h^ld nicb glorjf, as.nefer before dart^ .on mortal ^fftp 
mad leeo hk% Matter atmine ai^ appearance of graadeor and m/^estj, lar 
beyond ..his moit tiingiiiiie e](pe^atioos, ..be concladed, nodoabt. Chat 
Jbsus bad now taken apon bin his proper dignity, and that fbe tempor^ 
kingdom, which Jie bad lo ardentlj drii^i and inipafiently expeded, 
^/TfLS now actuaJlj begun i eipecUJIjf at Efiast accprding to tba propnecy of 
jtfala<phi the prophet, baa made bis appearand ; be ns do^bt, conctvded 
that he was comefrpm heaven to auist in (be rearing the Mesuab^s ldn|(- 
duni : Peter, therefore, thooght it highly necetsarj to provide accommo^ 
dation for his Master, and his noble companions ; perfiaps, he intisded 
to bring the rest of the diseii^s, and Um^ maltltode, who were waidng 
beto w. to behold the peerless glory of tfceir Mut^, 8t his adgust atsittairft ; 
tbi«, he thought, wonld be mi^ch better^ and more bonoorable for tftemi 
than being pni to death at Jerasi&em, or suffering tho^ things which bad 
iH^en the subject of the Ute heavenly conversation ; the dei^ of wiicb 
Peter at this time, cpuld not comprehend : but, *' while ha Vet spake, n 
blight cloud overshadowed them: and, behold, a voiee ont of tl^ blond, 
which said. This is my beloved Sod, ib whom I ami well pleased ; bea^ ye 
bim." 

When the three discipks beard the .Toke, whieh was vatfly diflTerefil to 
•ny they had heard beuwe^ sind, at tfie same time that it seemetfa soft u 
th« southern breeake,jt was awful and ma^ltic u the thunder's roar ; 
impressed with trembling awe, they fell with their faces to tba-gronnd* 
and Gontinoed in that postnre, till Uieir compassionate Master cad» to 
them, and, gently tonched tbpm,bid them aHse, and not be afraM. 'fhfij 
immctliateiy looked eboot them, but the heavenly scene was withdrawn, 
and no person viras seen bat their divine Master, in he plain and enadonit 
cd form in which he appeared before he ascended the monntafai. 

Our Lord, having continued on the summit of the monntda all night 
with his three disciples, he early in the morning descending to the plaift, 
and chareed them to conceal what they bad seen, till be was'rjsen ffom the' 
dead. lie was well aware, that the world, and even hit own dlsdptdk, 
were strangers to his spiritual kingdom, and had no idea of Ins asoehdibg 
to heaven, and, being highly exalted at the right-hand of God : tbeffj^fere, 
they could not comprehend . the design of his transfignraiion, and it wai 
unnf^cessary to publish it liefore his resurrection, as it coold not lie de- 
scribed ; and, perhaps, would not have been believed : and the pr«Rnt 
appearance of our Redeemer : joined with the afflictions, persecutions, 
tuirnrinet, and sorrows which lay before him, might itill tend to prifijqdice 
the minds of the people, and prevent them from believing any aocoont'of 
bis exaltation and glory. 

Nor were the disciples, at this time, able to understand the doctrine of 
CiiRisT^s resurrection ; they had never learnt thai the Messlafi wat to 
dio, nor had they any conception of his rising from the dead ; for ffaey 
were fully persuaded that he was to abide for ever, and that his kingdom 
was to have no end. They seemed very much snrorised ta the departure of 
liiiais and at their Master's ceasing to shine in the glorious manner they 




*xplained to refer to a time, 
to ihe appearance of the Messiah. After long debating amongst tbemseHveSv 
they concluded to apply to their master, to solve the difficulty, and askcMi 
bim « Why say the Scribes, that Blias must first come ?" To this inquiry, 
onr Lord replied, that the Scribes had rightly explained the prophe^.of 
Malachi, by declaring that^lllias rousL.come before the appearance of the 
Messiah j but,^at the same lime he informed them, that this gretJ; pro^iefc 



LIFE or JEsm carnggk tii 

HM mide tptieartnee, and hid been vied by Ihttpervciie f^lluitiofi, in 
the M«ie mirvoer ms the propbeU of old had been trctted by their fathers^ 
r Bni 1 lay onto joo,*' Mid he, **. that &Has to come already, and they 
knew him not, hot- have dona iinto him Fhatsoavcr they Utted : likewiM 
«^l also the son of man suffer pf them,, then thediidples anderstood 
that he spake to tbeni of John the Baptist." 

« When Jksdb descended to the foot of .the mountain, attended bj hh 
three disciples, be saw a. great mnltitode.anrrounding the ntne, who hid 
continued with (he.people while ooriLord had been transfignrcd, and tha 
acribes disputing Irith ihem; The pebple seeing jEsUa approach, ran 
to him with eioltation andjo^, and jaluted him with the warmest grati« 
tode»..and the most respectrat reverence. Onr Lord bafing joioed tha 
compaiiyv he immediately ashed tbe kcHbesv #hat was the sobjvct of their 
debate with his disciples ? to which oiie of his cam|iany answered, '' Mas* 
ter, 1 have brooght anto thee my son, which: iiaib a damb spirit ; and 
^wheresoever .he taketh hini, he tareth him : and he fbaineib, and gna«b«-th 
jhis teeihv-Mid pineth away:, and 1 spake unto thy difeipies, that they 
should tiast him ODt, , bat thi^. conld not.? ■.. . . i , 
- This answer seems to in^i^ata, that the Scribe had- befn reproaching 
the disciples^ on accoant of their inability to restore, the afflicted yooth: 
find, no doiibt, they, rejoiced at th<t, at least, a.defil had 'appeared i»bo 
was too hard for th^m, and, perhaps^ wonld pot sabmit to their Matter. 
That iometblbg ]ike t^iis had. beep |he sul^ect of their conversation, is evi- 
dent frorii oar Saviour's rephr: ** O faithieiS generation,'* said he, '*how 
long sliall 1 be with yon ? Ho# long shall Jl softer yoa ?" After having 
ipokeiiih this, manner to tha proody aelf(^aeeited, sceptical Scribes* our 
Lord tatoedto the £ither:Of tbe afflicted yonng man, asrd said, *' Bring 
thy ion hiUi^n-." The sffiitod father obeyed; bat no sooner was tbe 
youth brouffht into the prescfhce of the great Rnler of .the earth and heav- 
en, than the evil spirit attackied him with doable fofy : *^ the spirit tare 
him ; and he fell on the gronnd, and wallowed foaming." 

It if not to be supposed, that the blessed Jcaua covid not have prevent- 
itd this forious attack ; but he was pleased to suffer it, probably, that the 
minds of the spectators might be the roofe affiected with the deplorable 
hofliditiqn of the sufferer, and have the more just and- lively ideas of that 
iv^sdom^ power and goodness, which should give him relief; and, it ia 
probable, with the saine viewsy^ he, asked the mournful father. Iiow. long 
fiis son bad been in thispitibus condition? To which he replied, *'* Of a 
child. And oft times it hath ciist him into the fire, and into the waters to 
destrojr him : but, if thou cans! do any thing, have compassion on us, and 
help lis." 

It seems, that the inability of the disciples to cast out this. evil spirit 
had greatly diseouraged the afflicted father : and the exquisite torture and 
apparent agonies of his son, and the reroembmnce of their long coniinu- 
ance, had dispirited him so much 4hat he began t<i fear, that this possession 
was too strong for the power of Jesus himself, as the Scribe had affirm<;d ; 
which was the reason of his expressing himself with so much hesitation 
and doubt, when he told our Lord, how long his son had been afflicted. 
But Jesus, to make him sensible of his mistake, as well as gently to re- 
prove bim for his unbelief and groundless fears, said unto him, *' If thoa 
canst believe, all things are possible to him that beiievelh." The father, 
affected with this declaration, and with a heart full of tenderness and 
joy, at the supposed possibility of the relk-t' of his srn, replied with tears, 
•* Lord, 1 believe ; help thou mine nnbelief." The vehennent manner in 
whksh the afflicted parent spoke these words, caused the croud to gather 
About him ; when ** Jesns rebuked the foul spirit ; and said unto him, 
thoa dnmb and deaf spirit, I charge thee come out of him, and enter no 
into him.'' 



M %m .cfF JBBOB tmvre 

• The t w W frt w^ I* #Ucir mil Ite devHs trtltUe^ Ini w-iMiMP fMf 
AMneai tba«wovdt»tbn thsderilt, wiUiaB MeMU bowliBg, rnvdcm^ 
filing Ibe tanMOtad yootli in Ike motA frishtiU oimiiMr, came o«ty 
lii>i»g the yoelb, io avweMr, AMMefeMeBd metfonfeii^ w ene dea^ 
Om LenI llM,tak»9 bioiby the hand, ratored bin U life^aod dettTercO: 
Bin Mrreetly recovered, both in bedy and ttiiiid;to ta fidbw. 
v The ahM diflciple*^ wka bid op w ece irfu My atteaipled to drive ont this 
bMimte dBHon, remained nott attcnimly iMent deriag tbii treaiulioa ; 



AMbitau tbcy were ghi t» End. tbit tUi dreadfiri and pemrfiil devil* 
was not in over natch for their Moter^ however th^ wen nKlrtified te 
ibid, that be was too faerd for them. They were very deiiroQi to know 
tbe reasne, why they (ioeld not dispOMitf tbit demon, at they had done 
ntberf y bat did not choose to ask tbeir Maiter in the beuieg of the raniti* 
tdde ; bat when he bed retired-, tbey tsfced him. whv they failed in their 
bttempt to vetfore the posMtted yooog man ? Onr Loid informed them, 
it war becanse' of tbeir nnbelief, "* For," Mud be, «' if ye have faith at a: 
grain of moitardieedw j^ abeli ley dnie this mono lain. Remove benee to. 
yonder plaee, and it shall remove ; and notllinglhall be im po t dBle to yoo." 

Onr Loid tbeil letfred-fo tbe mifte^pentMl nortt of €aleee ; and in Ihie 
aefilafy retreel, be agein instracted bis diseiplet in the netere of bit king- 
dom, and'tbe design of bir coming into the world; teyi"? befbre them a 
i^ewefbi^ leffeilngs^dHUli, Se. apeedjprekarreetion.- There, dbdbUets,was 
a neee s s i ^ of inenlcaeWfr Hieie diangre cable & nnpopnhir tmths freqoeetljr 
«n tbeii' mlndr ; Ibf, titogh Hbey nintt remember how sbtrply ftter waa 
lep ro ve J for opjiotMg the mhiretion of these events, yefe oar Lord^ pre^ 
dietionreonceraiiig Ihirniattei^ #ere very slowly received ;• dnd nolienaV 
fwcjbdieesrwhieli the dieei^es bad'sa' atrodg^ imbibed which Rinresented^ 
tie gratideu',* glorr add'pefpetoityof tlie mestiah^' temporttl Jiingdom^ 
iVoA not pertnit fbeM to^ believe it possible that he sbenM die 

Aller having abode a short time in the ddsert |kirt of Galilee, onr Lord 
retnmed to- OiiNfrdttimv Ike place 6f h«s general abode. Sobn after hiib 
-drrfval kt tHkt Mty,'t)ie thx^gatherers applied* to f^lfcter. inqniring if his Mas- 
ter wodM pnr the tribnte: A^tei' profited them that his Master w«oM 
nills^ theif dedmnd' ; bat^ on foriher consideration, vras afraid to mebtibir 
Ute tbkigtahlm-: |ierhiptfbe thdoght it dbrogatory to the dignity of -to 
^greet a person to tfty tribnte to any potentate on earth; Bnl^ bowef« 
cantidBr Peter might be- of mentwniifg the affair, it was no secret to kU 
Master, which onr bord' soon apprited him of, bw- proposing the folfowin^ 
qaestlon : «* Wh*t thinkest thoo, Simon?* Of Whom^:io tbe kings of the 
tearth take enstom or tHbote ?' cf their own" children, or striingers? Peter 
SMth nnto him. Of strangers. J'esus saith onto him; Then are tbe cbil* 
dren free." P«ter by thn question, was fdtly satiiSed, that otor bord'^new 
Ilis thoifgNti, and had folly penetrated tbealiair whieb was in agitation ; b^ 
was also eonvincied, that, as the San of Ood^ ft Heir of all tldngs, bewaa 
under no-obfigatfcm to pay tribnte to tbe greatett mimisreh on eartk : bat 
onr Lord, to avtM giving offence, eondeicended to- mibmit to the chim ; 
•and proposed to Peter the following' nriraOnkKM method of raising tbe 
money: ^* Go thon to the sea,^^ said he,, ''-and' cast an hook, and take np^ 
the fish that first comeih-op; and whod thon hast opened his month* then 
ahalt find a piece of money ;. that take-and give It unto tiiem for ma'and* 
lhee.»* 

Oar Lord, by thlsmfraciAMis^inanTfer of paying that tribnte, which Hn- 
was Under no obKgatlon to pay, teaches nt, that In all common caiea, we 
ahoQ Id avoid grvifff; offence to the dvil power; and ratlier sebmittoa 
'demand, which may seem bnrdennorae and oppressive in a smaHdejgiree, 
than offend oar brethem,. or disturb the tmnqnihty of tbe state. AtA 
sure it becomeathe children of the Prince of peace to avoid all occasiona' 
of contention and discord| and rather give op; tome smlill pkrtof ifaeir 



. . MfltTMbBtiiltMaftkaitateMigrtMnvtoMMpW^ Uter 
Ibrtb^ Iw obwmd. tlMttUa^iainele u »mnil«tpMoF MtbtoHniMk 
aww oetbe S«a of Gad ; «» 1m *pM»i thu ht.NiwtaMn all Umi 
*nd M pisMiiit in all pluM, mMknam that tba M hii tba pms af 
l»»iw;laif* DMath. trkilritwai MNrid w'th the f«lfag«»sH if lb Ma« 



«m1 that tbit «■«■ fidi, itili baMmc Aa paoa af moacf, M«M «•»• U 
<>«tM'ibM)t. TkaM an KMt nrpri^ «*mU« soi With Oa tat arito 

cairaclM «ra«^t fc; oar peat Bedeeai er , MaM mtltks s<W|la «mi- 

Kellatioii, adorn liia rajal ctovn, anl proeWn tim tin gnM ItM rf M* 

' -^BftaMamrfaaitii. '^ 



«pBlvarN,the aqnow Mfd^f bwicpejid a 



CaucT tre^roiwr AJ* Disciplu for Uit'ir foUiih Canttatimt aimt S«m< 
Heri^ : //• a!U««ru/ ;^ /'elifioa □/ f An MotUr.of Ztb^dtft ChI- 
drta. aadchtcictlinAt IndignalianoflfLfietitr tKieiplu lAmrtat > H* 
Itatitth/Wo to trac/ an offending araiJter, andkaa^t to/argneAim, 
iyUi* ParaiUof .a Jiing, wAo punishBd on' c/ AU Sgn^mlt for re- 
futmg that Meres to his PaUow, -ieAicA hi hai *tf«rimttMd frvm Mil 
Ijorii in a inxgtr iitgiee: He Iktin gael/ilo Jirtualtm »HAt tiatttf 
Tititmaeiei, vA*n /ic Uacheik in the TemfiU : Ti» MfUrt latd Ofi- 



. i^i^outAiM, andate reiuked l^ t/u P/mriscei, foiai^UA Nieoiawui* 
for t»kiit^ k'u Pvt. Catufti! ^l»rtB%r4t ^lUtt/i ft, U»emd»m»*4, 
. ike APoMM uMkn in 4<iiiUrg. 

THQUGH oar Ueued 8»iaar U& laid; |i*«i hit dlKiplce Ma 
.MSeatiag aocoont ofhii (oSenvgt and^e^tb; end Uwogh tbeir miade 
LseemBd to be ver> muoh ca*t dot«a«iid di(pirited at.tbe .expcetetioii sf 
#Teati, N mQarnfifl ti diittretMag in tbemieltet, & m contrary to ih«ir jar- 
ipeeUtkni ; jet their grief «eeiii* teie <rf no Im^ coBtiaQenoc. nor Sad they 
.yet jiren up tl^ir favourite notion «f the UeMiBb'i temporal kiagdom ; 
far, not manj daji after, tbey W lo (ar forgot the predwtnoa of (Wir 
Maiter, tb»t Ihey were eogaEeil in a waim ({iipste cODceniiDg the poeti.of 
Ixmsur in that kingdom. On what ^nnd ■eveial «f t^. diKiplaa advanc- 
ed tbeir pretenaiona to he gFcaleit, u not related bf tiie cMngeUtts ; b t 
it i^ very plain,. that tba«e gIvim did not originate from anj iBtiniatitini 
^ivei) tbem by. their Alaater, of hiideaignt toi^vaneeiwf oTtbamabote tlie 
.Met ; for tie very aeverely rebnbed them fer Uteir pride and iblly, and thej 
•werefearful of letting bim know what lubjeot tfaey had beeu diapntinf^aboet. 
Our bord did not directly pmeeed to repFinuDd hit ditctpte* ob accoBDt 
«f the above oonFerMtioa, bti^^t allied tbeqi, if hat Ibef were djipating 
.About by tlie way i* Tliey we^e coDfennded at the qnaitioD, aod, ai (bey 
knew it would be in vain to attempt, ekbertaeiade a Uteontj, or tocen- 
«eal tlie Itotb, they £ea{ed to retarn aa vuwer. Jcwa, parcuTin^ their 
canfaiion,|oon gate them to iiDdenlaiid, that teweU-knew (be aolMGlof 
«.tb«r dtetitiABa ltw.1 be highly ditapproiedU; bulBf eoramaidfd ibeir 
.^tionlar aqd earneit tttcntwn to ww he wai going to, advAacai be Hid, 
i^<tf»nynao4eHrMUibe.fi»t, tbeiameiball be la^ an4 iK*«Bt.of idl." 
:AiKlUieD.bitMch.tbeiiiltwaiafoli«aMn oT.hnnilitjr, he.took a lilUe ebild 
■siltai, iMbimia the nudatofthen : ." Verily I mu oftto youi" laid he,** «x- 
i^liptye be ^QTertei), and beeona aa liUl»shihliSB,ya.ilKll not enter 
Si* the kingd»iii of b^vitQ. Wboiflaver, tl«Kfore, Mul Immble Jiiauelf 
Bt^i little child, tbe aflwii poMit in tin 1dBkb&«>«n«^.. 



3I» UFB or JE8D8 CHEIST. 

AftoorliBrdrttiliif tfinm Ihoo^ aroperto diii iiiiiliniHi Mmnfliem 
•io^ to teperiori^ amoniftt liii diidplt», it it tfident, tlMt' he htdT gheir 
l^jvpremaey lo iVster, vbea be declares hb epprobetiipB of In dedanllMI 
tf liuih, M before reletcd- Bed he, when be loM that diteipii Out he gnNl 
^m " the keys of the kingdom of liecveii;V desigaed ioexaL hial above tho 
jest of tl^ diM::plea : or had they understood bia wordt ia thai aerite^ they 
«pitf Hoi possibly have been at any loss to know who was io be greatest-; 
-nor is it likely ihiey wonld beve eontend^ aboot an' afblr whieb bad in the 
4«ief«nee nf ^leinaU. been finally settled by their Master: neitber isiipoa- 
sible to soppose/that if cor great Redeemer had given the -pio etaiDeaca fp 
Peter, be would have blamed his disciples for talkiog abont it, and not oal 
this occasioij have confirmed hii former grant. ' 

The justice of this remark is further confirmed by tbe answer which oar 
great Redeemer gave'te tbe wife 'of Zebed^, when "she presented a peli- 
iibii to him in behalf of her sons ; shie had strongly imbibed the national mnot 
of the Jews, respecting the MesiiaVs kingdom ^ & as She sopposed that her 
aons from theirnear relAen to' bnr L6ra, migUt claim a'peeoliar shar^ 
In his favour, she presented her request, that one might set on bia right 
band, and the othhr bn his left, in bis kingdom. ' To this peUtSon, odr 
Saviour replied/' To sit on my right-hand and on my left-haadf is not 
tnine^to give ; hot it shall bogiveo to thein for whom it is ppBi>ared.^ 

The rest of t^ ■disciples having heard the reqilest; And remarked our 
Redeemer's reply, were much 'ofieoded 'at the pride and vadity of the 
brothers, cad could iiot sea m reason, why they shoohl expeet so pecu- 
liar & ^istineuiihed a mark of favour, ' To ptat an end to all contention on 
so weak and frivolous an accoont, oor Lord x»illfd his disciplea in sncli a 
raanner, as to engage and fix their attention, and said anto then, **'Ye 
know thai they which are accounted to rule over the Gefftiles;' exerciso 
lordship over them ; and ihcir great* ones exercise aiitbarity apoo them : 
but so it si all not be anMogst you, but whosoever will be great amongst 
you, shall be your minister | ^and whosoever of you will be tbe cbiefest»V. 
•haill be the ter^nt of all." ^ • ^ . . 

Such is the language of our great Redeemer, who is sole Kbg and 
lawgiver in bis church ; and msy w^ not justly concloder that the preten- 
ces of the church of Rome to tnfalUbility and supremacy, which she wonM'< 
have us believe have descended from the apostle Peter to the Fope,aB his 
SQCcessor, hav^ no foundatidn in Scripture or reason, but are unjostftnA-- 
arbitrary nsurpation, designed to advance' and enrich the p^iesthdod, aqtt^ 
impoverish, abuse, and enslave mankind. • . • » . 

The exalted Saviour of* rarankind, having thus gently rebuked hit disei* 
pies for their eager and unabaling desires afl^r worldly grandeur, Johiiy 
one of the sons of Zebedee, perhaps to give a turn to the conversation, in- ' 
formed his Master, that they had seen one casting out the devils ia bl^ . 
name, and hsid forbidden him because he had not Joined himself to their 
company. To which our Lord replied,- that they ought not to have fo#« 
bidden him, because no person' would attempt to work miracles' ia bia 
name, who did not entertain a very just eonceplion of his divinity. ^^ Fofr 
bid him not," said he; '» for there is tio man which shall do a mvaele in 
xuyname, that can lightly speak evil of me.'*'* • '" . ..• - 

By this language our Red^taier exorted them to consider, that whoso- 
ever did not oppose him, may be considered as his fricfnds ; and the casing 
out devils in his name, wfmhl advance his reputation^ and pronuHe Ma' 
interst, • though the devils themselves, and the persons who rejected theilip 
im'ght design the contrary: he further informed them that the least degr^- 
of friendship and respect shown to' his cause, though it was no mara tha»'^ 
a cop of cold water given to his disciples; when they stand in need of sadr 
afavor^ was acceptable to him, and would certainly find it's full reward bera^ 
. after. *' W>osoevc.V» said he, " shall give you a cop of cold water •«: 



UirSrOF XBMJS C0RIft«. . pf 

l ^ y >p iH p4 j4 we M »B ytm bdmit td Ohritt ; writes ' 1 Mfttvtoyov, lie 4nH 
iwt loae fai» rewMd." At U}t imm- tinM; our Lord gtf e Ibem to irodcr* 
ilpttd^ Ibtfclbe least diicooragemeiit to hiiservantt in Ibetfidvly, woald biii' 
veiBvked, mod paoUbed with t|ie greateit teveiitj: **" And whosoever sImU 
#£EBn4 one q( tbeie little opes thft believe in roe, it ii better for bim ilMl 
ftOiilatone were banged about hit qeek« tod he were eett into ll|e lea.** 
* KiQfm bieoi^ oar great Redeewer tpok ooomiioD to remaric, that it wit. 
Ibe^er and.jaore'advMitageoQf tons, lo deny o«(riei?et tbe enjoyment of 
tboie tbtngawblcb ere OMiit pleeriog to onr tenfe, iind^bielioer eonvpl 
fifEeotionf inigbt be«a lotb to pert with, m with an band, or a foot, or eiL 
eje, than Ig^ ony'indalgenee or eeniiMl gratification', tq giye offence ia> 
the difciples of Cbrist^ or prevent the lucceu of bit gotpel : end. at thft 
^isciplea^of Cuaifi: wer^ appointed to preach the gionoos goijiel to % 
ivicked world, to shew all nations theatupidity and folly of their idoUtry^- 
to teach the uneorfopte^ w^rf b>P ef the Ime God, and this practice of every 
virtne, Jesqs ej^orted theni \q be p%rtieiilarjy carefnl of their eondiict en4 
behaviottc ; fpr, if tb^ir lives wcirie ditbononrable to the cause of the gosp^* 
they wopld Ife Ofeless and despised, like salt which had lost it'e savonr. 
Qot amongst'aU the yiqe's wbicp prevail in the hearts of mankind* there i^ 
none more odntrafy ^ the liatQr^ and genius of the religion of Jsave, or 
more likely to prevent' the usefulnesi of tbe preachers of bis gospel, than % 
spirit of pride ; of this« ^re)forei our (^rd pMticotarly cantioned his disci- 
ples to beware ; for, be assured th'eni, that the meanest person is an object' 
of tho paternal care of Uie great CSreatpr, & is -supported & defended by hie 
particular providence; such, therefore*, are not 'to be despised ; for onr liOr^ 
declared, ibet t()e «ngelsdo always behold the face of hisheavenlv Father. 

J^niUf shew the particular notice end care which his £terna1 Fatbec 
takes of bia peop|e, *fHid with wi|at tender regard h^ always' beholds tba 
believers in bis Son, oi^r great I^^eemec^ proceeded in this manner. How. 
think ye ; said he, if a man have an (lun^red abeep, and one of them be 
gone astray, dotb be not lekve Hit ninety and ^iiiQe and goeth' into the 
mountains, and seeketh that which |s goi)e astray P. And if it be, that he 
finds it, verily, I lay qiito you, he rejoieetti more of. that slieep, than of the 
ninety and nine which went not astray. Even so,* it is not the will of your 
Father which i> in heaven, that one of these little oi^es should perish. 

Our Lord having declared tbe heavy vengeance which would certajnlv 
fall on all who injured Ifis disciples, and opposed the propa^tion of his 
gospel ; and o^ry e^ tbe tei^der ^are with which his Almighty Father 
beholds his people, and their certainty of proiectiqn and defence ; he pro<* 
ceeds to warn them of taking their cause into their own ^ands, anc^ pnrsn- 
|ng, with hasty a^d onreasonabl<^ resentment any who had oflfended tlienu 
" If thy brother,*' said he^" *« shall trespass against thee) gp and tell him 
Ijiis faoit between thee and him alone : if be shall heartnee, tbon hast gained 
thy brother. But if be will liot bear tbee, tbei\ take wjth thee one or tws 
mor^ that in the mou^i of twp or three witnesses every word may be es- 
tatosbedl And if he shall neglect to bear thee, iell it onto the chqrch :. 
^ot if he neglect to hear i)fe church, I,et ^m be i^nto thee as an beethen; 
man, an4 a pubUcan.'^ 

Our Saviour then proceeds to inform them, that the Sapreme Judge of 
beaven and earth will interest bintelf in their behalf, when they are juitly 
ftf&nded, and the sentence which they pass on such ofi^nders will be rati*- 
fied in heaven : ** Y^>*i^y< ^ **y ^^^^ y^Hi," proceeded he, *< whatsoevei ye 
shall bind on eartb. shall be bound in heaven : and whatsoever ye shall 
loose on earth, s^ll be loosed in heaven." The meaning of this is, that if 
the method yoo take witly an offending brother is blessed to the end you 
desigoed, & he ialnroBght to a real repentance, he is loosed from the guilt of 
bia M, and stands acquitted at tbe bar of supreme Justice: bat, on tbe 
other handf if all methods arc ased^in vaia, and tbe offender ilLuV coTi^^»:^^% 



m LifB err jBsus eoiris's. : 

inpeoiteif, tad penifU is hu *vtl way*, he ii bomri bj tlw abung «f U| 
f ii't, and cannot eaeape deieiTa4 poaiiiiniaDt 

Ojr b'-^ftaed SAvioarthea proceadad ta lay down aome eaniidaratiaBa»*^ 
wbteb ought io ei|ooaraga*good men to aia their utmoit oadeavoora 1% 
danTince Minieri oi -the arror of their wajt, and bring them to tliieam 
rep'shtancQ* and to of^r qpthair aarnest and perterraring pcmjarft to thtf 
€^ad of all eraoe, f<o^ hit dirina at I'letaace ia to great a work, by «l|nh ^nl^ 
ft cen be effected: for tha Lord infermi iheai, that hit haafaqly l^athaif 
#Da*<l alfray» bear their prajeri, and grant (hair pedfeioai, if coMiiteafc 
#tth the designs of hii providenoa» and &e oiietbodft ofbb graoa^ '^ Agaia^ 
I saj ome yoo/^ ami be, ** that if taro of you shall agree oa earth, at IoibkI^ 
Hig iny thing that they thall a»k, it ahall be done for tham of n|y Patinr 
which is in heaTcn : for where two or thf^ ar^ gatheroi ftogetber ia m^ 
name, there am I in tfaeniiditof theai.'' " 

Peter had carefally afiteiidad to the dootriao nf forgiToneti of iii^)am%' 
ma inv*aloet«d by his fifattec; doabtlo8fl» ha law the l^oty and dignity' of 
each a rale of oondact, and desired it to he farther explained : *^ Lord^^ 
•aid he, *' bow of^ thail my brolhar sin against me, and I Cargife'bim il 
QU seven times?'* It seems by this qaesttoa, that, iM^ever great and aa« 
m he apprehended this ru!e of conduct to be, be thoaght it was neeesaaif 
t^ ojnerira tome restrictions in Iha practice of it ; hnt his Matter informea 
Ikin^ that ijt mast not be limited to terei\ times, hot carried oa to 8e?eot|t 
times sereQ, if the case reqfaired it. 

' Iq ord^ic to shew the beaaty and digaity of this excellent moral preeapt^'' 
«t.nd the neeesstty of forgiving the greatest injuries in «very case, where tbo 
oflfsidino; i^erjon is sensible of hit fault, and promiiet amendment ; oof 
LorJ, by way of illu^tratioa, proposed the parable of two tervanta^ deblori> 
to one lord : '* Therefore," said he, *^ is the kingdom of beavea i\ktnt4 
unto a certain king, which wonld take accoant of fait aerranli^ 
And when he had began to reckon, one was brongh.t anta hia^ 
which owed him ten thoasand talents. Bat foratmoeh at be -bwi net 



to piy, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his 
children, and all that he had, and payment to be n^ade. Tbe-aarvaat)^ 
Qierefore, fell down, and worsbippisd bim., saying, Lor^. bave jpfk^ 
lience with tnie, and I will pay thee all. Then the -lord of that terfaifl| 
was rnoved with compassion, and loosed him. end foreave him the ^<^bL 
Bat the same servant went out, and f«Mind one of his feilow-aerrants, wbialt 
owed him an hundred pence ; and he laid hands on him and took4iiA%k 
the throat, saying, pay me that thou owest. And his fellow-aervanfc m 
down at his feet, and besought him,, aaying, E[ave patience with me^igiA 
I will pay thee all. And he would not : but went aaji cast b|aa^ ia^ 
prison till he should pay the debt.'' ' ■ 

So whfm his fellow-servants saw what 'was done they were.aorrjy aaA 
came and told unto their lord all that wasdome. Then his 4ord ajfler Oat 
he had ;^t1ied him said onto htm, *' Othoa wicked aervanl, f toaajiil Ihaft 
all tiiat debt, because thou desicest me: thouldest not thou also Wva. Itai 
eompission on thy fellow-servant, even as 'I bad pity on, thee.?- AnAMi 
lord wds wroth, and delivered bim onto the tormentors, till he «bpi|ld«p^ 
All that was due unto him." J 

By this aflfecting narrative, our Lord beaatifally displays the ggtoii* y 
divine for^^iveness, and the obligations wh'ch the sons of men^ to wba». 
God h<ith forgiven so much, are ander to forgive one'aaother. Ood^ia-lto 
great kins; and sovereign of all creatures, to him all are accountable, «aaer« 
▼ants are to a master ; he keeps a register of their actions, as a tradesmair 
keeps an account of his debts, and a day will surely come when they wil 
be called to a reckoning. The servant who owed ten thousand talea^| 
represents every man that lives in the world ; the enormoas "debt whm 
den owe to theirtlrettor, it but Cuntiy dateribed by tbatprodif iaaa '^'^ 



iailA^A»Ui\nlatibt4 wM4,«id deed,. winch tUnM comcf uA n^ 
girfar of mankind comnlk, eseeid til conceptioD, and mty jufttly. be cQ«r> 
pinfd t» Uw start •£ beavM liir smHitoiev or sand on tho tea ibofe. The 
|iea.oltha imoifaofe dablor** Have paiioiioa with ut, and 1 wiH pa j tbof^ 
•U,''' it as elagast daeeriptioB of- the ajcpaetalioa t of men in ^j»mA to nb- 
jMoylhe divine (brffiveneitj by their fntai^ good behavioar, and ifainkuig 
%9 ffeffem inth giMftdeada at ttay mtkts amendt for their reraar guiU^ 
Iflt the LofdJineving how ianpotnble ft wae for tbit servant to pay Un» 
«normo«t ttfm, had conpattion on bim, & freel j forgave the debt: H^nco 
tre hairn Che firteaatft eif diftne fbrgtvenett ; it it not on aecoant of any 
lhla« «r|iob bet heao dene, or ean be done by the tont of m«n tiial tbpr 
graat Jehovah it' indveed to pardon their ioiquiiies ; bat hit forgiveneiy 
imwtttwe)y tabUieiich Ibantaki ef bit own iafilnite mercy, that merc^ 



#hieb file hath magnified, and fully mehifctted to the world in the gotpat 
Wf-hit ^n : audi vnwevw it 'HMde partaker of the rich bletsings of dirme 
iirgiveiltilt^ it laid vader Hhe highettfoWigatioat to forgive hit fellow cica^ 
Oim^iiiDdta eaUeedthall forgivenett If required, beyond tbd limitt |ffe« 
eedbed by:ear lisrdj even b^nd the namberof teventy timet teveo^ 
W teeh it the eernaq^ion of tfaa^homan heart, that we are too prone tw 
Ibrgety or eareletth everioek the •mereiet received, and consider not how 
JQttly thO' great Judge ef heaven and earth might cail osto a strict accoeot 
Jtr oor nokneront offeneet,. while we are pnrtaing oar feUovp*cremtiire» 
with inlFplaeable resentment ; nor do we consider how reach we are indebt* 
•d to the S^reme fjord of sniverral itatare, while like the unoMrkiful 
tervant, we take oor fellow creature by the throat, with> '< Pay me what 
then owest" Bnt wboteeverda^ eonsidert^ the y;ttt debt they owe to 
Ckid, and are enabled; tartly on his Infinite mercy for foreiveaess, if th^ 
hwrt A jott view of their - unwortUnett and insolvency, and are eeabM Us 
eeek fergivenest in the way whksb C}ed- haih appointed, will in a gr<>ater or 
lestdegne, he-oare&ii to ealtivate a 'placable forgiving frame of mind ; et» 
paeially when they eontider thote femai^abte wordt wi^b whkh onr Lord 
coscledet this ntrrative : for having declared, that the lord delivert tfan 
cffwel te if Kirt *'* te the tomentortyCiil he thonld pay alt that wat doe noto 
bsta ;*' he addt, .**^ te likewise- sludl my heavenly Father do also ante yoo^ 
If ye fma.yoar hearts forgive not. one another yoer trespasses." 
. Having delivered these precepts, oor great Rebeemer departed into GtiU 
Mee^ pasting tfateeg^the country beyond Jordan ; t>y that means giving 
the lewt which inhabiled that 'ooantry an opportnaity to hear his heavenly 
iitcoorses and to receive, the benefit of bis all bealmg power : and titer bav« 
fag taken atenr thioegh those, distant pa»t, he retorned to hit own city 
Siecarethw 

The ftatt of tabemaolet no w^ approached^ edien the malet of the Jewitbr 
•atioQ, capable of tfwelling, repaired to Jeratalem, and dwelt seven daye 
ittthe tabernacles, or booths made of*boiighs of trees, in commemoration of 
thdrfhthtrt bbviOgjh^d no other habitation during their forty yeart sojourn* 
iliglin llie-wiidevnest< Someef the kmsmen ef the blessed Jist 9t, beinp; 
ibeat to take a jonmey to- the capital on this occasion^ they desired him to 
•ecompaay them tbitlMr, end openly shew himself tathe whole nation of 
the Jews. They did not believe^ that ha was redly the Messiah so long 
dspeciedby -their, nation, and ^they eendensned bis condnct, as unnatoral 
ead wbtonC from a pertoo who made tach pretensions! they could not 
eenceive what indocad him to spend t«r much of hh time in deserts, andf 
pemele partt of the •kingdom, while be- atsamed so^pnbltc a character at 
hhtit of the Redeemer ef HraeL Jeratalem, the teat of power, the hab- 
ilnrtnn.of 4* great ^meo of the nation, and the place of general resurt,- 
Wea in their optnion, the propefett place for him to pobli»h hit doctrines, 
IWtdiwerk'Ut miraclet in : thete9.tbey thought, being exhibited in poblic* 
i tft pill ia .gt aa li «ad.itntimd men of thpnation»4nif ht havse w\)a\\.«c e^R^ 



r- ^ 



eihMg Mrfonp^ ID obieato rtUtati iiiionf ft tlie vgM^it'eiNl -fllidii 
. The oecjiioQ oftba doclbri of ^^ Iftw; und the p^t men of the ml. 
tiea in bit ftfiopr, ihw thoeghr ffoiUd tvercsie the ndmbep of bb diie||AMC 
^ be ft-meeni of Indbeio^ ihb wbdk nition to own him for the Met^A^ 
whether be etefti. teiUIj thet forest 'pcrfeo or hot : ** Depart henee/' wji 
.tbey, ** end gd into Judea, Ihat th« diici{ile< alio may 4ee tbt' woika thit 
tbea deetl : fiOr theie ii do ma6 that doeth \njf tbln^ ia Secret, and hini- 
eeif leelieih id be knowo o^l^. If thoti do the«B thmgi, thM thywlfti 
the world." ./ 

. Bat oor iJnd was ho stfadger td the iDhabiUnttof JeroMJIem,' and, there* 
Ibre, he did not think (»roper to reside ihiongst thein anj longer tnan wtik 
ibMlotely necessary : be well knew their inteterate prejedices , their ohMl* 
pMicf and pe^yersen^ss, and (heir prerdlHfig onMief ; and waa fitilly< ee^ 
einced, thaC they wdold not receive his doctrines^ ner be indnoed, by hii 
piracies, tO: lielicTe in hiiii, but would be more likely to niean IM^ powff 
to destroy f)im, before he had finished the worit be assumed oor natare td 
perform : fot i^bich reasons be did not chotfse to acdem^ny hit-relatidBA 
|o the feast, or go in a public xnitfltlcfr to Jernmlem: ** My Ume,^' laid oir 
gteat Redeemer; to these Unbelieving relations, <*i$ otftyet come: bdt 
yoor time is always reidy. The World ^anii'ot bate y6a ; hot melt hatetk; 
because 1 testify of it. that the works th^eof are etil.^ On jfe opanto tUi 
inst : I go not lip yet tffnlo this feast; for my tiihe Is not yet fa]l4|ttAWh>^«- 
Tbis wsn as though he had said, fHUmit expedient that 1 sheoM g» to Je- 
niMilera before the feaist begins : yo'tl mey advance to life citj wh ea em* 
yea please ;,ther^ U ncthins to roalie ^od afraid ; the JMs are yonrftiopdii 
you have never oflfendcd Uiem nor Mive yofe doifte a/ry ^tfiin^ to dtipirn# 
them : but the purity of the doctrine I have preached amongst thfM^ >€ad 
the plainness and freeddm of speech With whtch I h4ve oppMcd thjeir IM 
ith traditions, and reproved their hypocrisy, and other enermooa vicei^ bim 
raised their resentment and provoked thMr malice to the mtmoit ^«igbt»; 
and, therefore, as the time of my ^ufi^ring is not yet COiAe, it it net ^npnr 
for me to go so soon to Jerossilertf. *■■ *, 

Perhaps there i^ight be sinother reason Why otfr Redeemed did Mt ehmj 
to accompany his relations to the feast of tabemaele^ at this Ume^^tlm aap 
concourse of people which annually attended this solemnity, wo«14,fiV ajfl 
the roads to the capital and these gathering aroond hinh, and attettKQgJrim 
to Jerusalent, i^oold hav6 made a noi^ie fit the city, and have given tem 
offence to his enemies. whi6h might have exasperated them to that dqpMl 
that they might, as they had dol^e before have attempted bis life, aod .Uljitf 
eroelty and rage might have prevented hii dbictrbkC and nura^M hav^| 
their proper effect : he^ therefore, chose to continue in Galilee till the otmI 
were gone up to the feast; when be fblloi^ed, ** as it were i'o secnt*^ mi- 
ther preaching nor working miracles by the way ; so that no Crowd folb#* 
cd him, nor was there any Tcjoicirg at his approach. -«.' 

As Jesvs did not go pnbliMy to JerusafemI so neither did bSa/oo liia af^ 
rival, repair to the temple, and there preach openly to the people. -TSM 
gave rise to several dispotes amongst the Jews concerning bis eharaeteroiil 
conduct ; some affirmed that he was a true pro^phet, and his notjcooNOg'ie 
the feast could only arise from some accident, which had prevented hmt 
others maintained that he was an imposter and deceiver, and tboiigll be 
assumed (he sacred character of a prophet, be did not keep the law, oorit* 
gard the institutions which they had received from heaven. 

Bdt about tht! middle of the feast, JF.aoa app^red openly in the temi^ 
and publicly taught the people, delivering his divine discourses with euertf, 
force and npirit. and such strength of reasonirg joined with snch elegai^pa 
of expression, that his enemies were aitonitbed, as they knew he had not 
enjoyed the benefit of a learned edac t-4n. ** Now, about the midst of 
the feast, Jestis went np and tangbt. And the Jews mufeU^t ^syuVs 



■»■ . « 

IIMv fcii#wctt (&!• iMB btten, bavinc never leanwd?'^ . To this tlye ex- 

ahed <9Mriedr of .mtBkind-repIkrd.^ IMfy doctrine wm not; prodocfd by 

hnvBmm-'-miadQm; the learned men «nd fages of- thit wqHd were net uvf 

initntttOFf ; bat 1 reeeived it from hea?eq, and (I is tbe doclrme of the 

Great, Sapreme, Eternal Father of tfae naiTerse, whose lHeisienger>] aot-: 

.1* Mv.doctrioe,'* jaid he, *\h not miike, but his, that Kent me.? And o«r 

-Lard (brther observed, that it aigbt be gathered from the itaaniier of bis 

ieaehing, that hi* doctrine was really divine ; , he sought not the praise of 

man, he did not stand candidate for popular applaoae, he did not seehlo 

•mdvance his-own interest, but the eternal interest of manking and the, glory 

«f tho faeafenty Father: ^ He that speaketh of hiraseir/* said he, '• seek- 

etb his own gloi[y ; but be that seeketh his glory that sent him, the same 

Is true, and no- oorfghteoasness is in him." 

Some of the Jews presumed to call Jasva a false phophet, because^ 
in tbe porches of the pool of Bethsada, he bad healed- an impotent roan 
«n the Sabbath-day* wlHch,they pretended was ai violation or the law of 
iMbsee, and what a good mao would not be guilty of, in answer to which, 
■oor gnat Redeemer told them, that however they might pretend to reflec- 
tance tbe authority of Mosea and his law, they made no scruple to Violale 
the most sacred af»d essential of his precepts ; this was manifested in 
their conduct towards himself: contral^ to all the primiiptes of justice and 
humanity, and every law of God an4 Biaby tbey 'bad resolved to pnt him 
to death ; and, in order to eaecute their blaek» horrid^ and infernal schema, 
they were- now laying plots against bis life. 

' To this chargeihe Jews replied, *' Thou hast a devil : Who goetb abotit 
t« klH thee P" To which J csca answered. to this effect, 1 have performal 
% miracle, in favour of a distressed poor ^an, on the Sabbath ^ay: this 

iOO think contrary to tbe chameterof • good and pioos nan, and wonder 
ewf covid undertake it ; but l-can give you an example out of yoar 
l^iwtk lawj in tbe ease of circumcision : Moses gave you that law. and you 
Imaha ho scriiple of performing the institotion on the Sabbath day: you 
think yourselves justified in this, because it is a precept both of Moses and 
^Hi^ Talbiers. Since tiM&refore, ye think yoonelves boond to dispense .with 
^Ihe 'itrict ob8ervaRoe> of the Sabbath, in- order to perform a ceremonial 
' j^ept, can ye be angry with me because 1, on the Sabbath-day, have fpl- 
-'ftlled the most sacred & immutable part of th^'. rart»ral law, by cuf ina; a man 
*'%rtib Was iafirm in all the members of his body and have not exerted so 
InsMi bedUy labonr as yon do in the practice of the rite of circumcisico: 
"^tohsider therefore, tbe nature of the thing, be not. blinded by prejodice, 
■^- no longer attached to foolish traditions, or superstitious opinions ; biit 
^taatceUse of yoar reason, shew yourselves. menv and Judge impartlalljr: 
'*^ Mosesj" said enr great Redeemer, ** therefore gave onto youcireomcsi- 
'Ibn (because it is not of Moses, but of the fathers) ; and ye on the Sabbatli- 
day circumcise a man; If a man on the Sabbath-day receive circnmcif • 
loif, that the law of Moses should not be broken ; are ye angry at me, 
*liecau8e f have made a man every whit whole on the Sabbath-day ? Judge 
'/not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.'* 
'' Though the Jews could not answer this argument, they would not be 
jponvinced, but' objected to J as us being the Messiah, beoauie they were 
'jicijnainted with 'his parents and relations: they apprehended^ that when 
The Mesnkh appeared, his pedigree and relationship would'not be known; 
ai|dthey founded their opinion on a passage in the prophet Isaiah, *' Who 
"tM declare bis )i^neration P" ' They were full of resentment and malice* 
|jd 'some of tbeni were desiront that he should be apprehended ; but 
fSihe Providence would not permit them to accomplish their .cruel pur- 
poie, because the time of bis saffertngs was not yet come. But though 
$»'eliemfes b^ield hiih with rancour and contempt, yet many of the ppo- 
pU 'iohvfDced 19 his miracUiy affected tiy bit divine diKOiav&vaia^vXWa* 



IB^ LIFE OF JESUS CHRIOTI 

ed with the nnanswerable reaiont which he had adTaneed id tnppert cf 
his characler, believed on him, and publicly in the temple affirmed that bo 
was the Messiah. The Kvafigelist informs as. that ** many of the peoplia 
Ikelieved on him, and said. When Christ cometh» will be do move miraclei 
than these which this man hath done ?^ John vii. 3). 

The Scribes and Pharisees beheld the attachment of Ihe cammon peoplt 
to the Savioar of sinners, with the highest indignation and eontempt^ and 
were so provoked, that they roald bear it no longer ; and» accordingly^ 
on the last and great day of the feast, they met in coancil to consider oa 
some means to prevent his growing popularity : the resalt of Iheir delibera* 
tinos, was a determination to apprehend him ;and« accordingly, the pro* 
per officers were dispatched from the council to arrest him, aiiid bring him 
before them. While these things were in agitation in the council, Jescs 
was teaching in the temple, and he exhorted the people to give » diligent 
and unabating attention to his discourse ; net only because the subject 
natter of them was of the utnnost importance, but he informed there 
that their opBortvnity of hearing him would soon be over ; *•*• Yet a little 
while,*^ said be, "-am I with yoa. and then I go unto him that sent me. 
Ye shall seek me, and ye shall not find me ', and wbero I am, thitber ya 
cannot eome." 

Not onderstanding that oor Saviour alluded to his death, resurrection, 
and ascension to the right-hand of €rod, whether no person in the body 
could follow him, the >ews were very much pazzled with this decbration, 
and could by no means under*>tand the meaning of it: they could form no 
oilier corjectore concerning the meaning of these words, than that our 
Lord designed to teave Judea, and go amongst the- Crentilesv to preach 
amongst their brethren who were dispersed in the neighboving nations: 
but they were sware, that this eonjccture did not answer to tbts latter part 
of our Lord's declaration; for though he should go amongst the Gentiles^ 
it would not be impossible for them to follow him : they, therefore, in the 
utmost confusion, reasoned amongst themselves, and inquired '^ Whither 
will he go, that we shall not find him ? Will he go into the dispersed 
amongst the Genti!es, and teach the Gentiles ? WluU manner of saying is 
this that he said. Ye shall seek me, and shall not find mo : and wbeso I 
am, thither ye cannot come.'^ 

While our exalted Redeemer was teaching in the temple, according to 
the annual custom, the water of the pool of Siloam was brought in. Pail 
of this was drank in the temple with loud acclamations, in commemoraUiMi 
of the great deliverance wrought for their fathers, who were miraculously 
relieved and preserved by a stream wbieh iiowed from a hard dry roel^ 
and revived the nation which was fainting with thirst : the other part wH 
poured out as a drink-oifering, accompanied wilh their prayers to the Al^ 
mighty, for the former and latter rain to fafl in their season ; which cere* 
mony was concluded by the whole congregation, singing this passage oat 
of the prophet Isaiah, *' With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells af 
•ahation," chap. xii. 3. 

It was the constant mode of instruction which our great Redeemer pur- 
■ned, to accommodate his discourse io the particular occasion and circom- 
stances of his hearers, and to engage and fix their attention, by alluding to 
occurrences and objects actually in view ; and, accordingly, ho took this 
opportunity of representing the rich blessings which sinful creatures would 
receive from him under the metaphor of water: and, in allusion to the cer- 
emony which they had seen performed, '** In the last day, that great diqf 
of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, cayins;. If any man thirst, let hin come 
unto me, and drink. He that belie veth on me as the Scri|»ture faatii 
aaid. out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water." 

VVhile our Lord was thus speaking to the people, with a beautiful sifli" 
plicity^ and heart affecting strength and energyy such as never were joiued 
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%e!fQTe, the officers sent from the coancil to apprehend him come into tho 
templar before they proceeded to the execation of Iheir commiwion, they 
«taii ft few moments to heir his discoarse ; to this they were excited by 
their euriosityy bat his divine eloquence overcome their resentment, remov- 
ed their prejtidices, and melted away their rage : the harmony of his pro* 
minciation, the l>eaUtifal simplicity and plainness, and the amasing^ 
strength, energy, and clearness, of his reasoning, displayed the beauties of 
divine trath, and caused them to shine on the anderstanding with re- 
sistless brightness ; even his enemies who were sent from the coancil to 
apprehend him, were astonished and overcome : the greatness of the sab- 
ject affected their minds and it's importance filled their understandings: 
the warmth and tenderness with which he delivered his discourses, fi:ted 
their attention and penetrated their hearts ; they felt new and nncom mon 
emotions, and overwhelmed with the greatness of their admiration, were 
fixed in silent astonishment ; they were absolutely overcome and could 
not think of executing; the commission which brought them to the temple; 
Miey blamed themselves for having undertaken it, and retonied to the ru- 
lers of Israel without performing it. 

If we consider the remorseless disposition of the persons who arc nsnally 
sent about sach bnsiness, and the nature of the subject which employed our 
great Redeemer's eloquence, we shall have reason to join the officers in 
their admirations, and to acknowledge that our great Redeemei's elocution 
was superior to all praise: «nch surely that discourse roust be, which address* 
cd to others, & on a divine subject, could disarm the resolution of the most 
determined enemy, and penetrate the recesses of the most unfeeling heart. 
Nor were the officers the only persons who were affected with this di- 
vine discourse : for the surrounding multitude were sensible of every re- 
markable impression, and expressed their wonder in various conjectures ; 
many of them declared he must certainly be one of the old prophets, and 
ethers, that hecouid be ao lesH than the Messiah himself; others, led away 
with the common mistake, that he was born at Nasaretb, asked, with 
sneering disdain, if the Messiah was to come out of Galilee, when the 
Scripture had Absolutely declared, that he was to be bom in Bethleham, 
the native town of his father David. Thas we are informed, '^ Many of 
the people, th<^refore when they heard this saying, said. Of a truth, this it 
the prophet : others said. This is the Christ ; but some said, Shall Christ 
come out of Galilee? Hath not the Scripture said. That Christ coaeth ef 
the seed of David, and out of the town of Bethleham, where David was. 
This dispute was carried to such an height, that some of them knowing that 
the officers were sent to apprehend o(tr Redeemer, Uirealened to lay hands 
on him: but Divine Providence would not permit them to execute their 
cruel design ; for though ^' some of them would have taken him, yet no 
man laid hands on him." 

The officers now returned to the eonncil, and were ashed, with warmth, 
why they had not brought Jissus of Nazareth, whom they were sent to 
apprehend ? They endeavoured to excuse themselves, by relating the 
manner in which lliey were overcome, and disarmed bv his eloquence ; 
** No man," said they, ** spake like this man.'' But if they thought to 
soften the resentment of the coancil, by declaring what a wonderful man 
Jesus Christ was, and what an heart affecting strain of divine elo« 
qaence flowed from his lips, they were very much mistaken : the prejudices 
of the rulers of Israel were too deep-rooted, and their rancour and malice 
too inveterate to be so easUy overcome: their pride scorned to submit to 
the dictates of the unpopular and unlearned, and, with indignation and 
seorn, they replied, '* Are ye also deceived ! Have any of the rulers, or 
of the Pharisees believed on him ? But this people, who knoweth not tho 
law, are cursed." They thought it a piece of the most unparalleled impn* 
4mod, that the common people shonla presame to acknowledge Jesos to 
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be llie MeMiali, when the great doeton of the Uwt tbe chief prieits and 
Pharisees, and .all the learned men of the nation , publickly opposed his 
preaching, defamed hie character, and determined to destroy him. 

km their pride and envy soon received a severe reprimand from Nico- 
demus who hi«d formerly attended on Jbsus by night ; and was convmced 
that he was tbe Messiah, th«>ugh be did not openly confess him, for fear 
df ibe Jews. On this occasion he rebuked the pride and self-sufficiency 
of the ene «.ies of Jksus, by enquiring, ^* Does our law condemn any 
man before he is heard." They had just now condemned their officers 
for bt^ng Ignorant of the law, when it appeared that themselves were mora 
ignorant, by .pretending to condemn a person before they had proved 
him guilty : tn -y were acting directly contrary to the fundamental princi- 
ples of the law of equity, at the same time, that they boasted their supe- 
lior knuwtedge of. and closest attachment to it's precepts. 

This sharp reproof of Nicodemus, so highly exasperated the whola 
council, that, with an air of indignation and contempt, they asked him, 
if be also was oae of those mean persons who had joined together to sup- 
port the piLtensions of a Galilean, though the Scriptures had plainly de* 
dared, that Bethlehem was the place of the Messiah's nativity : to which 
they adiied, that, if he refused to li;»len to them, be should search tba 
Scriptures, and he would soon be convinced, that the great prophet, men- 
tiuced by Moses, was not to be born in Galilee : '* Art thou also of Gali- 
lee i' said they. Staich and look: for out of Galilee arisetb no prophet." 
The council soon bKoke up after making this answer to Nicodemui, 
and our Lord, well knowing their malicious intentions, retired to the 
Mount of Olives, where he spent the night with iiis disciples ; but early 
the next morning h^ returned to the temple and taught tbe pejple. 

Tiie dcribes and Pharisees pursued him with unabating resentment, and. 
were determined either to render him odious to the people, or an offender 
in tbe eye of tbe Roman governor. Accordingly, they brooght before 
him, a woman who had been taken in the act of adultery ; desiring him to 
declare what punishment she ought to suffer : ** This woman," said they 
to our gr^at Redeemer, ^^ was taken in adultery, in the very act. Mow 
Closes in the law, cuiumanded us, that suoh should be stoned: hot what 
sayest thou ? ' Had Jtsus presumed to pardon the adulterous, and in- 
flicted no punishment on her, they would, doubtli.'S9, have represented him 
as a person who contradicted the law, and favonred adolteryi. which 
would certainly have rendered him odious in the eyes of the people. On 
the other hand, had he ordered her to be stoned, it would have afforded 
an opportunity of accusing him to the Roman governor, as a person stir- 
red up tbe people to rebellion ; the Romans having, at that time, taken tbe 
power of life and deat)) out of the hands of the Jews, fiat Jkbus well 
knew their wicked intentions, and therefore made them no answer, *' but 
stooped down, arid witli' his fin^er^rote on the ground, as though he 
lieard them not." They, not satished, still continued pressing him te 
give an answer ; when, at last, J is s us, in allusion to the law, which ordered 
that tbe hands of the viitnesses, by whose testimony a criminal was con- 
Ticted, should first be upon him, said, ^* He thai is without sin among 
you, let him first cast the stone at her." Our Lord well knew the 
iiearls, and the. secret crimes of these furious accu!>ers, and he deliver- 
ed these words in such a manner, as convinced every person present, 
that he was acquainted with their secret lewdness and debauchery.** 
This sudden rebuke bad sucb an effect on them, that they could not reply, 
but immediately departed, no doubt, fearing if they had staid, Jc^oe 
would have exposed their most secret transactions, and al)ominable Crimea; 
Ihey, therefore, durst not proceed in their accusation, but, **" being con- 
victed by their own consciences, went out one by one, beginning at the 
eldest, even onto the last: and Jesui was Jeft alone, and the wooMBfy 
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who had heen standing in the midsL'' Jesus had been, all the while 
the Jews were retiring, atooping down and writing on the ground, as tho', 
he did not perceive what they were about : but now rising np, and looking 
upon the woman, who stood alone, he asked her, if she had been con- 
demned ? To which she answered in the negative. Our Lord, saw her 
covered with shame, and knowing her. repentance was sincere, he looked 
upon her with an eye of pity and forgiveness ; and dismissed her with these 
gracious words, "Neither do I condemn thee; go and sin no more." 
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CHAPTER XXL 

Christ declareth himself lobe the Light of the JVorld^andjustiJieth his 
Doctrine against the Pharisees : He promises Freedom, through KnowU 
edge of the Ttutk, to those Jews who believed on him: Confutcth their 
vain Boast of being AbraharrCs Seed, and the Children of God : Ansxoer' 
€th their Reviling, by shewing his Authority and Dignity : and by 
Miracle^ rescueth himself fro*n their Attempts to stone him : He re- 
storeth to Sight, a Alan that was born blind, who relatcth to his Neigh" 
hours the Means of his Cure ; and he is brought to the Pharisees, who 
examine strict/y into the Fact, and are offended with his Acknowledgment 
cf the divine Mission of the Author ; they excommunicate him ; he is 
received of J E6VS, and confesscth him. Christ taxeth the Pharisees 
with spiritual Blindness : He declareth himself to be the Door^ and 
the good Shepherd : Divers Opinions concerning hitn, Christ re- 
provcth the fiery Zeal of James and John against the Samaritans, who 
would not receive him ; and proposeth Terms to three Persons, who of- 
fer to follow him : He sendethcut tlte seventy Disciples, a second 7iwe, 
io work Miracles and to preach : He pronounceth a Woe against Cho- 
razin, Bethsada^ and Capernaum: The seventy return with Joy; 
Christ sheweth them wherein to rtjoice: He thanketh his Father for 
having revealed his Gospel to the Simple only : He teacheth a Lawyer 
how to attain eternal Life ; and by the Parable of the good Samaritan^ 
sheweth whom we are io consider as our Neighbour s. 

JESUS having, by an amazing display of his wisdom and penetra- 
tion, defeated the malice, and mortified the pride of the Scribes and Phar- 
isees, and they being bent away ashamed, under the full conviction that ha 
knew the secrets of their hearts and lives ; our Lord having, by his supen- 
rior wisdom, made use of their own consciences to defeat tlieir cruel and 
villainous designs, he turned to the people and with the utmost propriety 
declared, that he ^' was the light of the world ;^' that light which could 
penetrate through the darkness of the human heart, and discover and 
bring to light the dark designs and wicked devices of the sons of men ; 
that light which could pierce through the.outside shew of sanctity and holi- 
ness, and discover the secret abominations of the most proud and accom- 
plished hypocrite ; and that light which could discover the paths of dark- 
ness and error, and lead those who are enabled to follow our Redeemer, 
in the road to eternal blessedness and rest. Hence, our blessed Saviour 
declared, ^' I am the light of the world : he that folio weth roe, shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." John viii. 12. 

Some of the enemies of our Lord were amongst the people who heard 
this declaration, and they were so highly provoked that they told him, ha 
nuiaibe a deceiver because he boasted of himself : *' Thou bearest record 
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«f ItiyielP,'' said the^ ; *' thy record is not true/' To thit, the great Sa- 
viour of ftinnen replied, that be did not call himself the light of the world 
from a principle of pride and falsehood, but it was a title that justly belong- 
ed to him, which they would acknowledge, had they received true idc«i 
of the Messiah's kingdom: but their carnal triews bad blinded their eyei^ 
•nd corrupted and depraved their judgments, so that they did not 
know from what Hothority he had received his commission, nor wheth« 
er he should return when he had executed it : ^' Though 1 bear re- 
cord of myself,*' said he, '* yet ray record is true : for I know whence I 
came^ aud whither i go : but ye cannot tell whence 1 came or whither I 
go. Ve judge after Uie flesh ; 1 judge no man.*' Nor, added he, is thera 
any truih or justice in your remark, that 1 bear witness of myself, and have 
none to witness for me : for, let it be known, that my Father is with me ; 
& joins me in whatsoever i say or do: ^VAod yet if 1 judge,'' said he, *' my 
judgment is true : for 1 am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me. 
It is also written in your law, that the testimony of two men is true. 1 an 
one that bearetb witness oi myself, and the Father that sent me, beareth 
witness of me." 

The Jews then inquired. Where is thy Father, the other witness to 
whom thou appealest? To which our Lord replied, that their conduct and 
foolish inquiries, sufficiently demonstrated, that they were btrangers, both 
to him and to his Father : for had they known who he was, they would 
certainly have been at no loss to know who it was that he called 
hi» Father : had they known that he was the Messiah, they most under- 
stand that bis Father was the Great Jkuovaii, that all wise and all-powerful 
Being, who was the gciiat Maker, th*) all wise and all-potent Preserver, 
tiic supreme Governor, and King of the universe : ** Ye neither know me, 
nor my Father,'' said our great Redeemer; ** if ye had known me, ye 
akould have know my Father also/' 

This discourse, the evangelii>ts inform as was held in the treasury, where 
the chests, were placed for receiving the otferings of all who came up to 
ifvorship in the temple, & must, therefore have been a place of great resort, 
|)eing frequented by all vorts of people: but, nutwith>tandin^ the publie 
manner in which our Lord advanced his claim to the character of the Mes- 
flali, and the pride and ra^^e of the Pharisees, no roan attempted to seiiso 
llim ; Divine Providence did not permit them to put their cruel designs in- 
to execution, because his hour, or the time of his sufferings and death, waa 
not yet come. 

After this discourse was ended, Jp.sus repeated what he had before told 
them, declaring that he should shortly depart from them, and that then 
they should seek aim, and not be able to find him : ^^ 1 go my way," aaid 
hfi, '^ and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins. Whither 1 go ye 
cannot come." Perhaps, in these words he might allude to the slate of 
tha Jewish nation after his death, and may be supposed to say, I soon aball 
depart from amongst yoo, and such miseries and calamities will overspread 
the land, that you will be glad of a prophet to direct your conduct, and to 
pray for you : the Roman armies will spread such devastation and horror 
over th*. face ef your country, that you will then earnestly wish for the 
coming of the Messiah, in expectation of being delivered, by his power from 
your cruel enemy : but ye shall then iind your mistake, ye shall die in 
your sins, and be forever excluded the realms of blessedness and rest. 

liut the Jews were very far from understanding what he meant by going 
from them, they were so foolish as to imagine, that he designed to put an 
end to his life with his own hands ; for they thought the only retreat where 
they eould not Iind him, mu^t be the dark and silent chambers of the grave : 
** Will he kill himself,'* said they, '* because he saith, Whither I go, ye 
cannot come.*' Tothist the blessed Jesus replied, your base insinuation 
betrays, at once, the wicked oess of your hearts, and the corruption sad 
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depravity of your natures: ye are from the earthy and are partaken of all 
thecorriiption and de[iravity consequent on the fall of man ; and from l^ 
evil ppsbions winch arife in your own wicked hearts, you form your concep- 
tions of me ; and, thinking me like yourselves, ronclnde, that J can be c*a- 
pable of committing so hcrrrid a crime as self-murder : hut you are mistak- 
en in me ; my extraction and my disposition are very different from yours: 
1 am not of this world ; I am no partaker of the evils consequent on sin ; 1 
Jhave no propensfty to corrupt and evil passions ; my mindf is not tainted 
with the corruption of human nature, the source of temptation, and the 
fountain ofalleiil: I came from above, and if you believe in me, yon will 
find a remedy for tkose evils which flow from the bitter fountAin of the fall 
of man, and will be cleansed from that pollution which flows from yovr 
earthly oiigin, but if >e btill continue in unbelief, **ye shall die in your 
Bins." 

The Jews, in order to vindicate themselves, inquired what sort of a per- 
son he was, or who he pretf nded to be ? To which our Lord replied, 
*' Even the same ihat 1 said unto you from the beginning; meaning the 
light of the world," which he had stiled himself in the beginning of thia 
discourse; adding, ** I have many ihings to say and to judge of ycu: but 
lie that sent me is true ; and 1 sf ake to the world l^ose things which 1 have 
Iieard ef him." However plain this discourse may appear, it was not under- 
stood by the slupid Jaws y they did not perceive, *'* that he spake to them 
of the Father." Cat Jesvs toM them, that when they had crucified him, 
they would be convinced ty the miracles attending that awful hour, his 
resurrection from Ihedrad, the descent of the Holy Spirit on bis disciples, 
and the destruction of the Jewish nation, both who he was, and who tbe 
Father was that sent him : '' When ye have lifted up the son of man,** 
aaid he, *< then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of my- 
self; but as my Father hath taught me, ] speak these things. And he that 
sent me is with me : the Father hath not left me alone ; for I do always 
those things that please bim." 

As be spake these words, many of the Jews believed him to be the Mes- 
siah ; perhaps, by his being lifted up they did not understand his crucifix* 
ion, biit his being exalted to the throne of David : but Jksvs told them, 
if they persevered in the belief of his word, they should really become hrs 
disciples, and being fully instructed in every doctrine of the gospel, they 
should not only be freed from the slavery of sin, but also from the ceremo- 
nial part of the law of Moses : *Sf ye continue in my woid," said he, 
** then are ye my disciples indeed ; and ye shall know the trutb^ and th« 
troth shall make you free." 

The Jews on hearinc: him declare, that they should be made free, hastily 
and warmly replied, ** We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage 
to any man." This assertion, if taken in a literal sense, was absolutely 
false, the whole nation being at that very time, in bondage to the Romans; 
nor were their anceslois any strangers to bondage and slavery, having sc* 
Tereiy felt the tyranniral yoke of tbe Egyptian, Assyrian and BabyloniJi 
kings. It must therefore be supposed, that the expression was meant in a 
tnetaphorical sense, and alluded to spiritual bondage ; in this sense, it was a 
freedom in respect to religion which they asserted, and they meant, that 
they were the descendants of iiiustrious ancestors, who in the worst of 
times, had preserved sentiments of religion and government worthy the 

fosterity of Abraham ; nor had the hottest persecution of the Assyrian 
ings, been able to compel them to embrace the religion of the Heathens ; 
in respect to troth, they were never in bondage to any man, and they ask- 
ed our Redeemer. *' How gayest thou, ye shall be made free?" 

In answer to this qpestion, jKttvs rt-plied, that they who gave them- 
selves up to a vicious course of life, and to the gratification of sensual ap- 
petites, were tie worst of slavts^ and it was highly uaca%ia.t^ lot W^vvi w 
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consider whether that character did ndt belong to themselves : '< VeriTf 
Terily, I say unto yon," said he, <* whosoever committeth sin, is the ser- 
vant of sin." And ta a stave cannot be assured of the continuance of his 
master's favour, nor of abiding in his house continually, so oar great Re- 
deemer observed, that his Fatb<^r might justly, for their sins, deprive them 
of the external privileges which they had so grossly abused : as their sia 
had rendered them bond-slaves to divine justice, they might expect to fall 
under the severest marks of his displeasure, except they preirented the dread* 
fol evils consequent on their wickedness, by believing on his Son, and re- 
ceiving him who alone was able to make them free indeed, and place tbedi 
in the heavenly Jerusalem. Our Lord then proceeded to inform them, 
that though, in a natural sense, they were the seed of Abraham ; yet, in m 
moral sense, they were the offspring of Satan, which was fully manifested 
by their unjust & cruel design to destroy their great Deliverer : '' I know," 
vaid he, *' that ye are Abraham's seed ; but ye seek to kill me, because my 
word hath no place in you. 1 speak that which I have seen with my Fa- 
ther ; and ye do that which you have seen of your father.'* To this the 
Jews hastily and angrily replied, " Abraham is our Father :'^ but our Re* 
deemer informed them, that it appeared from their conduct, that th^ 
were of another original : •* If, said he, ** ye were Abraham's children, 
ye would do the works of Abraham. But now ye seek to kill, a man that 
hath told you the trulh, which I have heard of God^ this did not 
Abraham." 

Our Lord having declared to the Jews, that it was manifest from their 
deeds, and their wicked inclinations, whose children they were ; they, 
viriiling to justify themselves, replied with some warmth : '^ We be nofc 
born of fornication : we have one Father, even God." By these expres- 
sions, the Jews did not mean a natural, but a spiritual lineage, and by theilr 
not being born of fornication, their l)eing free from idolatry, which io the 
language of the prophets, is represented as fornication and adultery .* they 
were not idolatrous themselves, nor born of idolatrous parents, and there- 
fore, they stiled themselves the children of God. But Jbsus gave them 
to understand, .that if they were the children of God, they would manifest 
their relation by their love to his Son ; *' If God were your Father," said 
he, *'• yc would love me : for 1 proceedcth forth and came from God ; 
neither came I of myself, but he sent me :" but ye, continued our 
great R4>deemer, are of your father the devil ; yon appear in his likeness 
and continue to gratify the evil inclinations, and diabolical passions which 
ye have learnt of him, and derived from him ; falsehood, pride, and cruelty, 
are the passions which he constantly inspires, and these are abundantly 
manifested in your temper and conduct; he delights in murder and blood, 
and you are plotting against the life of the innocent ; falsehood and lies are 
' natural to him, and he never speakcth the truth but to put off some fie 
which he hath joined to it ; *♦ Ye are," said the exalted Savionr of sinners, 
•* of your Father the Devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speakcth of big own;- 
for he is a liar, and the father of it. And because I teli you the truth, ye 
believe me not." 

Our Lord then pnblicly challenged all his enemies, to prove him guilty 
of any falsehood : " Which of you," said he, " convictelh me of sin ?" Are 
any of yon able to shew that I have done any thing which renders me un- 
worthy of belief? Can you prove that I have taught false doctrine ? Ha^e 
1 reproved you unjustly for your actions ? Have I charged you with erimes 
you wer» not guilty of ? And can any of you prove me guilty of any sinful 
action, or prove any part of my conduct to be imSbnsistant with the char- 
acter 1 have assumed ? If none of you cm do this, but must confess that 
fi)/ doctrine and life are such as might b; expected from a messenger sent 
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from Gnd ; '' Why do ye not believe me ?** But the reaboii 1$ plain, yon 
do not belong to God, ye have no interest in^is favour, nor are partttkert 
of his grace : He that is of God, heareth God's words ; ye therefore hetrd 
them not, because ye are not of God." 

This declaration exasperated and enraged U)e Jews to the highest 
pttch. and with a mlxtare of disdain and contempt, they replied, '* Say W9 
not well, that thoa art a Samaritan, and hast a devil ?" His calling the dtf- 
seendants of Abraham the children of the Devil, they thooght was a safll- 
cient proof that either he mast be a profligate wretch, which they meant 

Sr calling him a Samaritan, ore1s6 most be instigated by some evil spirit; 
nt Jbsus replied, that he was not nnder the dominion of any evil spirit, 
bot spake the words of eternal troth ; was not in league with bell, nor in 
Alliance with the prince of darkness : on the contrary, lie hononred hit 
Father, by speaking the words of truth, which he sent him to deliver : ** 1 
have not a devil," said he *' ; '* but 1 honour my Father, and ye do dis- 
honour me, &nd I seek not mine own glory ; there Is one that seeketh and 
judgeth." Oar great Redeemer, by these words, gave them to understandt 
that he did not court their applause, or fear their reproaches : for ther« 
vras one concerned, that was able to vindicate his honour, and severely 
punish all who should dare to attack him with unjust and malignant re* 
preaches. 

Oar great Redeemer, having vindicated his character, proceeded to 
make a declaration, which very much surprised the Jews with whom ha 
was conversing, ** Verily, verily 1 say unto you," said he, '♦ if a nnin keep 
my words, he shall never see death." The Jews, thinking these words 
had reference to a natural death, cried out with an air of triumph, '* Now 
we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham Is dead, and the prophets ; 
and thou sayest, if a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of death. 
Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is deed ? And the pro-* 
phets are dead ; whom makest thou thyself ?" John viii. 52. 63, To; thia 
our great Redeemer replied, that as they had lately oljected to the testi- 
mony which he bare of himself, be should not rest the cause on that found- 
ation, but refer it to his Father whom they acknowledged to be the su- 
preme Lord of heaven and earth ; but, though they pretended to worship 
the true Gpd, they were totally ignorant of him ; they neither formed 
Just conceptions of him, nor worshipped him in the manner the^ ought ; 
they were not the persons by whom he required to be worshiped, and 
whom he always accepted ; on the contrary, Jesvs declared, that he 
formed Just ideas of God. and obeyed his precepts ; if he was to say he did 
not knew him, he would be a liar, like the Jews with whom he was con- 
versing. And as to the patriarch Abraham; of whom they boasted so 
much, he earnestly desired to see the day of the Messiah, and had so 
much of it revealed to him, as filled his heart with gladness \^* Ul hon- 
our myself," said our great Redeemer, *' my honour is nothing ; it is my 
Father that honooreth me ; of whom ye say, he is your Grod, yet ye have 
not known him, but I know him ; and if 1 shall say, I know him not, I 
shall be a liar like ufHo you ; but I know him, and keep his saying. Your 
father Alriraham rejoiced," or desired, '* to see ray days ; and be saw it» 
and was glad." 

The Jf*w s understanding these words in a natural sense, concluded 
that he affirmed, that he was before Abraham, and knowing that he wai 
under fifty years old, they considered this declaration as absolutely im« 
possib.le and highly ridiculous. Tbiey had no conception of his divine na- 
ture, though be had so often told them he was the Son of God, and, of 
eonsequeoce, existed vrith the Father before the commencement of time. 
This gross stupidity and perverseness, induced our great Redeemer to as- 
sert his dignity in tne^plainest terms ; ** Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, before 
Abhdnm was, I am." lliis declaration to enraged the Jewi> that the^ 

R 
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TQshed upen liim^ with the utmost violence and fury ; and, ms notliing fel9 
Iban bis i IB mediate death would satisfy tbem, tbey took up stones to stonaT 
bim ; but Jesus, either rendering bimielf invisible, or filling the ■linda' 
of his enemies with confusion and absence of thought, passed immediately 
«nd imperceptibly through the croud, and departed ont of the temple. 

While Jaaua remained in Jerusalem, he saw in one of the street* 
•f ttie city, a man who had been blind from bis birth ; the sight oi 
so distressed an object, soon excited the compassion of the kind and[ 
benevoleoi Saviour of sinners; the various affronts and indignities 
which he Ivid so lately received from the Jews, could not pvevent 
him from the exertion of his omnipotenee in favoar of snch objects^ a* 
these though they l>elonged to that cruel, malicious, and unbelieving na« 
tion ; he was not to be provoked by their crimes, so far as to withhold hit 
bl**>^dings from them. Accordingly he beheld this poor blind man,, nol 
w ith a short and careless view, hot with ft steady and fixed attention ; he 
cast on him tbe eyes of his divine compassion, and determined to afforA 
him unexpected relief. 

The disciples, remarking their Lord^s attention to this distressed, help- 
less person, and, doubtless, imagining that as he had engaged the pity of 
the only person who was able to helphinuhe would soon, by divine power 
and goodness, be restored to sight, asked their Master^ what was the causer 
of his blindness ; and they were the more solicitous to be satisfied in thii 
matter, as the disorder had commenced before his birth .: they had learo^ 
cd from tbe law, that sin was the cause of affliction and bodily distempoFy 
and that the Loi>d visits the iniquities of the fathers upon their ebildren ^ 
and therefore, they inquired of their Master, who did wn, this man, or 
hb parents, that he was born blind? To this question, our Lord replied, 
that.this disorder was not the immediate consequence of the man's own nn. 
nor that of his parents, but that he was born blind, that the works oc 
God sliould be made manifest in him. 

By this reply, our blessed Saviour has taught ts, that a cnrions inqniif 
into the cause of those iiiflicti&ns and disti esses of particnUir perons, 
which seem very extraordinary, and are pecnliarly affecting, ana oaac-' 
auuntabiy deplorable, is impertinent and vain ; and our censure of aocli 
persons as the greatest of tinners, and bringing down remarkable ven- 
geance from heaven on their wickedness, is cruel and unjust ; the design! 
of the great Governor of tbe universe are not open to our view ; be iff 
Dfirfeetly and immutably wise ; we are full of blindness and folly ; be 
knows how to answer the ends of his own government,, and aeeoraplisb 
the designs of his grace by the afflictions and distresses, which be some- 
times permits to fail upon his own people while the narrowness of ous 
bearts, and our foolish pride and vanity, are prone to ascribe those afflic- 
tions to a man's own personal vices, which are for the glory of €»odv and 
intended to work ont the superior good of the suffering person, or somft 
way or other to promote the real advantage of mankind. 

Our blessed Saviour having declared the cause of this man^s blindnesi, 
namely, that the works of God should be made m<Aifest in him, fmrtba 
declared, I nrast work the work of him that sent me while it is day ; the' 
night cometh, when no man can work : declaring to his disciples, and all. 
the world, his unwearied labour, and ceaseless attention and care in the| 
work of his Almighty Father ; in this he laboured incessantly, both day' 
and night, during the time of his sajoumingio the flesh; to this only he. 
directed his thoughts, with nnwearied ardour, and unremitting diligence ; 
this he esteemed even as his meat and drink, and suffered the neglect oT 
his ordinary food, that he might finish the great work which he came int« 
the world to aecomplish, and bring about the salvation of lost perisbinf 
sinners : to accomplisb this he left that glory which he had with his Fath«« 
in the highest heavens, camo down into a world of labour and lorraWf 
and went about doing good, ^ 
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At It was DOW fhe Sabbath-day, and oar Lord wai about to perform av 
«ot of mercy and beneTolence which required tome little iatMar, it appears, 
tliat the above declaration had some reference to this, and seems to inti« 
fBate that as his time for sneh acts of mercy was now so very short, it wac 
not proper to defer it till the day of rest was ofer. 

But before our Saviour proceeded to the miracle of resterini; si^ht to 
the man who was born blind, he took occasion to speak of himself; as« 
|>erson appointed to illuminate the minds of men, which laj involved in 
darkness, more deplorable than that which so many years bad beclouded 
the proper object before him : *' As long as I am in the world," said hi| 
«' 1 am the light of the-world^" 

Hence it may be observed, that the miracles wreoght by onr great Re- 
' deemer, were not only plain proofs of his mission, and fall evidences of 
iiis being the Messiah, bat had a reference to Ihe spiritnal nature of his 
kingdom, and were emblems of the varioos parts of bis divine character 
and victorioas deeds. Thus, his miracaloasly feeding the multitudes with 
common bretid, was a plain indication, that he came into the woild to feed 
the believers in his name with the bread of life, that all-nourishing food of 
the soal. His restoring sight to the blind, was a lively emblem of the 
tendency of his doctiine, and efficacy of his power, to dispel the darkness of 
the soul, and illuminate the blinded understanding uf men. His healing 
their bodies, represented his power to heal the souU ond was an evidenco 
of his authority to forgive sins, as all badiiy disorders are the consequences 
•f sin ; and a removal of the punishment, strongly inplied a power equal 
to the removal of the guilt. Hi a casting out devils, was an earnest of his 
final victory over the prince of darkness, and his futore triumph over all the 
powers of hell. His raising particular persons frbm the dead, was the be- 
^nning of his triamph over deaths and a demonstration of his ability to 
accomplish a general resorrection. And finally, his caring all, promisca* 
ously, who applied to him, shewed that he was the friend of sinners, and 
that none who came to him would be rejected, let their sins be ever so 
numerous, or their case aver m deplorable. Such are the spiritual truths 
which may be collected from the miracles of the Son of God ; and ac- 
cordingly, we find, that this exalted person himself, at, or soon attcr the 
performing bis miracles, while the great events were fresh on the memo« 
ry, often turned his discourse to the spiritual things they represented. 

Our blessed Saviour having declared, that he was the light of the world, 
** he spit on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and anointed the 
eyes of the blind man with the clay, and said unto him, Go wash in tho . 
pool of Siloam (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way, 
therefore, and washed, and came seeing." 

There is no doubt but our blessed Saviour could have performed this 
miracle without any external means ; indeed the means he used on this 
occasion, were to far from being likely to effect the care, that they seem* 
ed calculated to produce a contrary effect. We must therefore conclude, 
that these means were designed to direct our attention to higher mysteries, 
and shew us, that it can be no other power than that which first created 
nan out of clay, that enlightens the dark mind of the dead sinner, and 
(hres spiritual light to those eyes which are closed by the thick darkness of 
guilt. 

Whether the blind man, whose case we are now considering, was ac« 
qnainted with the name and character of our Redeemer the evengelistt 
have not informed us : but as his miracles had been published in Jerusalem 
so often, as well as in all the country round, it cannot be supposed, that 
this man who resided at Jerusalem, could be totally ignorant or them ; ancl 
it seems, by his ready obedience to the directions of the Son of God» 
though the means directed seemed to have no tendency to promote tho 
curt, that he knew who it was tb%t gave him those directioai: and we 
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^od, tkat he wu amply rewarded for the readiness of his obcdieoce, by re- 
Cttiving the gift of sight. 

So Wonderful an event, could not fail of engaging the attention, and ex- 
citing the surprise of all that beheld it ; and those who had often seen the 
^lind man in his dark and deplorable condition* it may be expected, would 
be very particular in their inquiries into the means of so singular and sorpris- 
fiog an event: it was doubtless, the subject of general conversalion ; and one 
would have thought, it might have been the cause of general converbatbo ; 
but the ob«.tinacy and perverseness of the Jewish nation was not to be over- 
come ; thdr unbelief & hardness of heart would not give way to the clearest 
evidence. Great was the surprise of the neighbours and friends ^f the re- 
stored person ; They which before had seen him, that he was blind, said, 
is not tnis he that sat and begged ? Some said, this is he ; others said^ it. it 
like him, but he said I am he. 

The poor man's heart was full of gratitude and joy, and therefore, per- 
ceiving his netgbboiirs to doubt the identity of hi» person, he proclaimed 
himself to be the very same whom they had lately seen begging in 
total darkness ; I am he, thus wonderfully blessed with sight by the mighty 
power of God, said he ; 1 am the man who was b^nd from my birth, 
whom ye have all seen, and many of you relieved in my deplorable 
distress ; 1 am he who was even from my mothers womb, involved in pitchy 
darkness, but now wilh joy and wonder^ which 1 cannot express, behold 
the beauteous beams of day. 

On hearing so fiank and full a declaration, they were anxious to know 
how t|iis great event was produced ; and they hastily inquired. How were 
thine eyes opened ? To which the roan replied, A man, that is called 
Jesus, nuide clay, and anointed mine e>es, and said unto me, go to the 
pool of Siioam, and wasli : and 1 went and washed, and I received sight. 
They then asked him were the person was who had performed so wonder- 
ful, merciful, and beneficial a work ? To which the man replied, ^* i know 
not :" for Jesus had retired while the man went to wash in the pool of 
Siioam ; perhaps our Lord chose to retire, to avoid the applause of the 
people, which would naturally follow so stupendous a work, and which 
we frequently find in the gospels, he was paticulariy careful to shun. 

The persons who were witnesses of this wonderful event, either out of 
er.vy against Jksus, or t)eing desirous to search the affair to the bottom, 
brought the man who wa** the subject of this miracle, before the council, 
as proper judges of the matter; accordingly, as soon as he was placed be- 
fore the assembly, the Pharisees began, in a brow- beating way, to question 
him how he recovered his t^ight ? However awful and terrible such an as- 
sembly might be to a poor -beggar, the man boidiy mentioned the name of 
Jissus, and positively declared, lie put clay upon mine eyes and 1 wash- 
ed and do see. The Pharihees, having heard this account of the miracle, 
nalicioQsly declared, that the person who had performed it, was a deceiver : 
for if he was a prophet, he would be an observer of the law which he had 
openly violated, by working this on the sabbath day. JBut some in the 
council with a spirit of great candor and moderation, gave it as their opin- 
ion, that no deceiver could work so great and heneiioial a work i for no 
wicked man would have either inclination or power to perform it. 

The court, being thus divided in their opinion wilh regard to the charac- 
ter of Jfisus, they asked the man what he thought of the person wha had 
restored him to sight ? To which he boldly and plainly replied, ^^ Ue is a 
proplict." But the Jews, still hoped to invalidate the miiacle, & therefore 
insinuated, that it was not true, that this man was really bom blind: to 
come to the bottom of this matter, they sent for his parents, and asked 
them, whether he was their son, and if he really was born blind, and by wlwt 
means he had received his sight ? To which they answered, that he was 
most certainly their son, and was born blino ; but by what means he had 
received his sight, or what person had conferred this great blessing opoA 
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liim, Uiey coald pot tell : bat as their son was of age to aniwer for faimadf 
tbey referred them to him : *^ These words spake his parents, because thr.y 
feared the Jews ; tor the Jews had agreed already, that if any man sIhhiM 
confess that Jesus was the Christ, he should be put out of the Synagogue." 

In the conduct of the parents of this poor man, we may behold Um 
«?il of the fear of man, and how powerfully this slavish principle acts up- 
on the mind ; they well knew by what means iheir son had received hi^ 
tight ; and like him, they should, with gratitude and joy, have confessed 
the divine hand which had wrought this wonderful work ; and dated to 
have acknowledged this extraordinary person before all the world, what- 
ever the consequences of such conduct might have been. Let us heoGe 
learn the weakness of human nature and never presume too much on oar 
own strength, but implore the assistance of the Holy Spirit at all limei^ 
and not love the praise of men more than the favour of God. 

The Pharisees, linding all their attempts to disapprove or lesson thia 
miracle did but tend to establish the matter of fact, and make it shine 
with greater lustre, proceeded to their old method of calumniating the 
divine author of it : ** They called aguin the man that had bean born blind* 
and said unto him, give God the praise : we know that this man is a ain* 
ner." To which the man answered, " Whether he be a sinner or no 
1 know not : one thing I know, that, whereas 1 was blind, now 1 see.** 
'J'his answer was not sufficient to satisfy the proud and envious oppober 
of the Son of God, but tbey sought to confound the poor man, who bad 
thus plainly and boldly affirmed the truth respecting a matter of fact, in 
which it was impossible be should be mistaken, with a multiplicity of 
questions, and would meaaly lead a poor simple beggar into all the wind- 
ings of sophistry ; and with this view asked him, *< What did he to thee ? 
How opened he thine eyes ?*' I'hese questions they had asked before, and 
received plain and positive answers to each : but tbey seemed now to re- 
peat therii with design that the man, by repeating the manner in which he 
received the cure, might be sensible that Jesus had, by effiecting this 
roii-acle, vk>lated the Subbath, and must, of consequence, be an imposter. 
Thus the enemies of our Redeemer would have persuaded the per^ton vvbo 
had received the invaluable blessing of sight, to join with them in tlie judg- 
ment tbey formed of the great person who had been his generous benefac- 
tor : but their obstinacy and perverseness appeared so plain to him, that he 
boldly answered, '^ 1 have told you already, and ye did not hear : where- 
fore would ye hear it egain ? Will ye also be his disciples ?^' 

This answer was received by the council with indignation, scorn, and 
contempt ; for, '' they reviled him, and said, tboa art his disciple, but we 
are Moses' disciples. We know that God spake unto Moses : as for ibis 
fellow, we know not whence he is." The poor beggar was surprised, that 
so extraordinary a person, and one who possessed such wonderful powers, 
and exorted them for the good of mankind, should be unknown to the ru-. 
lers of Israel, *^ Why herein is a marvellous thing," said he, '*that ye 
know not whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes : we know 
tliat God heareth not sinners ; but if a man be a worshipper of God, and- 
doeth his will, him he heareth. Since the world began, it was not heard, 
that any man opened the eyes of one that was born bJind. If this maa 
were not of God, he could do nothing." 

Such was the plain and powerful reasoning of this poor man ; his infer- 
ence was just and natural, and founded on a plain matter of fact, and pdn- 
eiples which could not be denied : they all knew, nor durst they deny» ■ 
that God ** heareth not sinners :" they all knew, that God had heard Je- 
aus ; the miracle which he had just now wrcnght & which could not be de- 
nied, plainly proved this ; for it was a miracle which had never been per- 
formed by any man since the beginning of the world : it was far above 
ibe rsach of the powers of nature, or the attainmeati of buman act \ aad 
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therefore, it*i •rigln most be troYy dirioe. It therefore undeniibly followed 
that Ji£tU9 wu not t tiDQer, but sent from God^ othermie he could do 
Dolhiog. 

The Phacifteet were not ignorant, that this argument was couclariTe ; 
(hey felt it'« whole force, and well knew that it could not be resisted^ 
accordingly, they did not attempt to answer it, but had recourse to puuisb- 
nent, and tbuii^ language : ** Thou wast altogether born in sins, and 
dost thou tttiLch us," said they : thou impudent iiliterete mortal, whoso 
undersianding is as dark as thy body lately was, dost thou presume to 
judge and deiermine, and dissent in opinion from the wise and learned ! 
Thou who wast born under the heaviest punishment of sins, dost thou, 
pretend to instruct the rulers of the people, who are eminent for their 
knowledge of the law ! Having thus vented their pride and envy in re- 
viling the poor man, the evangelists adds, '* they cast him out :" that ify 
they passed on him the sentence of excommunication which is the highest 
punishment it was in their power to inflict : but though he was cut oflT 
nom the Jewish synagogue and society, he was received into a society, 
whose privileges are great, and from which he could never be excluded 
by any unjust sentence, by any body of men, however powerful : he was 
niiited to a society whose members are never cut off, but will unite in hap* 
piness love, joy, and glory, during a boundless eternity. 

That this pour man was receiv^ amongst the number of the disdplos 
of Christ, IS manifest from the conversation which soon after passed 
between the restored person and our great Re<leeuier : "''Jesus heard 
that they had cast him out; and when h<. had founu him, he said unto him 
l>o»t ibuu believe in the Son of God.^ 

The main did not know how to answer the f]oestion, till he knew who 
was the great person which Jesus had mentioned to him ; and therefore , 
he inquired. Who is be Lord, that i might believe on him? Our great 
Redeemer would not keep him in suspense, but immediately and explicitly 
replied, ^' Thou hast both seen him, and it is he who lalketh with thee." 
The poor man answered, with gratitude and joy, '^ Lord 1 believe ; and 
he worshipped him." Our Lord graciously accepted of his adoratmn, 
and glancing at the pride and perverbcness of the Pharisees, he said, ** For 
judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not, might ; and 
that they which see, might be made blind.'* Some of the Pharisees, which 
wore with him, heard tbe.Ne words and, perceiving the reference to tbeai« 
■elves they asked, are we blind also ? To which our Lord replied, [f yo 
were blind, ye should have no sin : but now ye say. We see, therefore your 
•in remaineth. 

Our Lord then, to shew the disparity between himself, and those proud, 
hypocritical teachers, assumed the character of a shepherd, and displayed 
his love, tenderness, and care for his chosen followers, by the similitude of 
the care and watchfulness of a good shepherd over his flock, while such 
false pretenders, and hypocritical teachers as the Pharisees, might fitly be 
compared to a gang of thitives, whose only view was to disturb and destroy : 
*' The Thief cometh not, but for to steals and to kill and to destroy : I 
am come that the sheep might have life, and they might have it moro 
abundantly. I am the good shepherd : the good shepherd giveth his life 
tor the sheep/' 

And further to shew tho absolute necessity of believing in him, and re- 
ceiving his doctrine^ onr great Redeemer compared himself to a door ; 
** Verily, verily, I say unto yon. I am the door of the sheep. AH that 
ever came before me are thieves and robbers. He that entereth not by . 
Iho door into the sfaeepfold, but cHmbeth up some other way, the same is o 
thief and a robber." 

Though these similitudes contained a very severe reproof, directed to the . 
fibe teachers of Israel, they did not understand the aeaaiug of ihem, and 
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ii» p^fk were Aitich dirided in their •entineiiti eoncernin; him iid M# 
teaching ; some Mid, ** he hath a devU, and ii nad ; why hear ye him ? 
Others said, These are not the words of one that bath a davil. Can a d*» 
vil open the eyes of the blind P" 

Frohi the pride, envy, obstinate perFersenest, and implacable resentmenl 
of the Pharisees, we shoald learn to contemplate the craAy insinoationa 
and subtle endeavours of the enemies of the Cross ef Christ in l^ese lat* 
ter times : nor need we be surprised, if we find the same insinuations ia 
different shapes levelled aeainst ourtehres, if we are enabled to embrace 
the truth of the gospel, and to confess before all men tfra g^ory, honour, 
and dignity ef him who hath opened our eyes, and broaght us ** out of 
darliness into his marvellous lighf It is contrary to the natafe of the 
world, or worldly-minded men, to love our Lord Jesvs CnRrsT, or i9 
esteem those who profess to know him and bear witness concerning thtt 
world, that it's works are evil. Let us net, therefore, be discouraged if 
we find the world to hate uf, and load us with unjost repreaebes for our 
attachment to the cause of our great Redeemer ; but like the blind nan, 
whose case we have been considering, let us openly and boldly profess the 
troth, and declare the power of Ood, who hath illuminated our dark 
ninds, and lead us in the paths of everlasting light and happiness. 

The feast of dedication now drew near, and our Lord prepared to go t^ 
Jerusalent, to be present at the solemnity. This feast was not appointed 
by Moses, but by that noble warrior, and heroic reformer, Judas Sfacca- 
beus, in conNnemoration of his having cleansed the temple, and restored 
it's worship, adfter both had been profaned and poRuted by that abomin- 
able tyrant Antiochus Epiphanes. 

But though this feast was of human institution, our I/ord chose to b# 
prefent at it, although he knew that fresh attempts would be made 
against his life f bis time on earth he knew was short, his public ministry 
was drawing to a period, and therefore, he would not omit any opporto- 
sity of preaching to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, and doing good 
lo the children of men ; nor did he now, as he had formerly done, travel !• 
private, but openly declared his intention of going to Jerusalem. > 

The koad to the capital from Galilee, to which our Lord had retir* 
ed after the miracle of^ restoring sight to the blind man, lay through Sama- 
ria. The inhabitants of this country, entertained the most inveterate ha- 
trad against all who worshipped in the temple at Jerusalem : Jesus was 
no stranger to ibis dif^position of the Samaritans, and therefore he sent 
messengers before him, that he might find reception for him tn one of 4ir;^ 
villages: but the Samaritans being informed, that the intention of. Kii 
journey was to wor&hip at the temple in Jerusalem, they suffered tbdr eMI ' 
national prejudice to prevail so far, as to induce them to refuse him adnil**- 
tance. 

The messengers who had been sent on this business returned, &gavea« 
account of the inhospitable treatment they had received ;* which sa exceed:* 
ingly offended the disciples, t*hat they prevailed on James and John te-pit>" 
pose to their Master the calling down fire from heaven to destroy them* 
pleading the exaR»ple of the prophet Elijah for such precipitate proceed* 
ines : ** Lord, wilt thou," said they, *^ that we command fire from heaven, 
and consume them, even as Elias did ?" 

But the blessed Jrsus, whose meekness on all occasions was beyondh 
exan»ple. rebuked them for entertaining so hasty and unbecoming a re« 
scntment : •* Ye know not," said he, '* what manner of spirit ye are of:" 
jeare ignorant of the sinfulness of the disposition which ye have now ex* 
pressed, nor do ye consider the diflerence between the dispensation of the 
Jaw arid the gospel : the severity of the prophet Elijah was a just punish- 
ment to a wicked and cruel, as well as idolatrous king, and a people who 
hmi cooscRted tp.bis vrimesi and had forsaken the worship ol; the God ^ 
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fathon ; i^ wai a pDnishment rery proper Tor the limet, and wbat t]ie 
satarv. of the offence r^^qaired ; it was consistent with the character of A 
ffophet. and not unsuitable to the Mosaic disp«?nsalion : bol the gospel 
ferealKcd a very dlfTeicnt spirit ; the design r.four Rpdeemer's oomiDg lattf 
the world not iieing to destroy men's lire^, bat to save them. 

Bdiotd here, ye despisers of the gospel diipensation ! Ye a^voeite for 
the purity and dignity of homan nature, and the despisers of the cross' of 
CBRI9T ! Beholcl here an instance of patience under an unprovoked inju- 
ij, which cannot be matched amonfrst all the boasted heroes of antk^iiity ; 
•n instance of patience which expressed infinite sweetness of dispoaitionv 
worthy to be imitated by a!! the human race, especially by those who aJl 
themselves the disciples of Christ. 

Entertainment and reception being denied hy the inhospitable inhabU 
tants «if this Samaritan village, oar great Redeemer, with his diseipTes, di- 
vccted their way towards another ; and as they were on the way. he #t9 
net by a stranger, and accosted with this language, *^ I ord, I will follow 
thee whithersorver thou goest/' The blessed' Jesus, to whom the hearti 
of a!l mankind are open, well knowing that it was only the riches and hon- 
ours af the Messiah's expected temporal kingdom wh^ch escited this per- 
son to make the df^rfaration ; he thoueht proper at first to undeceive him : 
" Foxes have ho'es,*' said he. *' and the birds of the air have nests ; but the 
Son of man hath not where to lay his head :" alluding to the conduct of 
the inhospitable Samaritans, and foretelling what they most expect to suf- 
fer, who espoused the cause and joined the train of our great Redeemer. 
Soon after, our blessed Saviour met with one who had formerly 
been his disciple, and commanded him to disengage himvlf from worldly 
eonri'ins, ind join in his train ; but this person excused himself, under 
pretence of filial piety, and a desire to attend on. and administer relief to 
his aged parents: ** Lord,*' said he, " suffer me first to go and bury niy 
Father :" but onr Rrcat Redeemer replied, " Let the dead bury thcr dead; 
bat gr> thou and preach the kingdom of God.'* Let those who are inj- 
nersed in wor!d!y affairs, follow the concerns of the world but let those 
who have received the great troths of the go<pel, and made a profession of 
our Redf^emer's name, do every th'mg in their power to spread the glad- 
tidings of salvation over the whole earth. 

A third person proposed to follow our Lord, but desired liberty to return 
to his house, and take his leave of the family : but though our T«ord would 
not by any means discourage prudent care in the domestic affairs of life, 
yet he gave this person to understand,- that the salvation of the soul was 
the prinf*ipal concprn, and required our first and chief regard; and we 
should by no means let the concerns of time and sense have such an in- 
fluence on our minds as to make us lose sight of this great objecL Greit 
h the dinger of coldness and declension in onr spiritual affairs ; for our 
Lord himself declared, in answer to this person^s ojcction : ** No man having 
put his hand to the plough, and looketh liack, is fit for the kingdom nf 
God." 

As out blessed Saviours ministry was from this time till it's final period^ 
to be confined to Judea, and the countries Ijeyond Jordon. it was necessary 
that some messengers should be sent to every town and village, to prepare 
his way : accordingly, he called his seventy disciples and pave them proper 
iri94rut: lions concerning their behaviour, and the doctrines they were to 
preach. Having laid ht-fore them the particular duties of their mission, he 
sent them into different parts of the country, and ordered them to visit 
those particular citi«>s. towns, or villages, where he intended himself to 
follow them, and preach the doctrine of the everlasting gospel to the in* 
habitants. 

Tlie r^a^on which onr great Redeemer "^assigned for sending thesn se- 
ven ty disciples on this important message, was the same which he had be« 
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fore advanced for the mission o^lihe twelve : *^ The harvest tralj is ^eat| 
l^ut the labourers are few." . And being never more to preach In Chorasin, 
Bethsada, and Capernaam, the cities whsrein-he usnally resided, and wliere 
he had so often delivered his heavenly discourses, and displays) his mira- 
culous power and divine benevolence;, in many wonderons -works ; he was 
naturally led to reflect on the reception .\thich himself -and his djoctrinea 
had met with, from those wicked, impeaitent cities . He waa sensible of 
the terrible evils whiph would flow from rejecting' the Sod of <God^ and 
peisiHing in the<obstinacy of unbelieft notwithstanding the niighty works 
yrhich theytbad seen and all the > opportunities which ibev had for instrne- 
lion and improvement; and though he wasgrieved for their obstinacy and 
perverseness he. pronounced the following sentence against them : ^ Wo 
unto thee, Chorazin! Wo unto thee, Bethsada! For, if the mighty^ .work a 
had been dorfe in Tyre and Sidon, . which have been done in you, the? 
had a great while ago repented sittirig in sackcloth and ashes. But it shall 
be more tolerable for Tyre and. Sidon,. at the day of judgment, than for 
^ou. I And thou, Capernaum, which tLrt exalted to heaven, shall be thrust 
down- to heU." \ To tnis our exalted Redeemer added^ as a eonsideratkm 
jwhich ought to administer comfort, and give eneouragement to his dis« 
ciples : t* He that heareth yon^ heareth me ; and he that despiseth yon, 
despisetb me ; and he that despiseth me, despiseth hijit that sent me.'' 

This kind and encouraging declaration was particularly calculated to 
comfort and support the diaciplea he was now sending out, under the con« 
tempt and ill-usage they would meet with in execciLing the duties of their 
mission : they. could not be ignorant, that the preaching of Christ him- 
self had often been unsuccessful, and that he had been opposed, reviled, 
And despised ; and, therefore, they had no reason to coriclude, that they 
should find a welcome reception, and be received, honoured, and esteem- 
ed : but it would, at the worst of times, afford them gr^at consolation to 
reflect, that the Eternal God. was on. their side, and,.- however they might 
be despised and rejected by men, they were sure to be received, honoured, 
and esteemed by their Mak^r. 

The seventy disciples^ having received their commission and instructions, 
|l being by their Master, invested with the power of working miracles, they 
departed and preached according to the tenor of their commission, in the 
cities and villages of Judea Perea ; and after visiting several places, pub- 
lishing the- glad-tidings of salvation, and working many miracles in confirma- 
tion of the truth, they returned to their Master with great joy, saying, 
*^ Lord, even the devils are subject unto us, through thy name." 

From these, expressions^ it seems reasonable to conclude, that the disci- 
ples, when they set out on this journey, did not know that their power ex- 




from heaven :^ as much as to say, You need not be astonished at the sub- 
jection and dismay of the apostate spirits, their prince is fallen, 1 saw him 
fall as swift as lightening from heaven : 1 have triumphed over him, I 
came down from heaven, and was manifested in the flesh to destrov his 
works and he knows 1 shall finally conquer him and his legions, and put 
them down for ever. 

Our Lord then for the further encouragement of his disciples, informed 
them, that he would enlarge their power, and increase their authority, not 
only over evil spirits, but over whatever, in this world, had power to hurt 
or annoy them : <' Behold," said he, '' I give unto you power to tread on 




powers were the least part 
privilege, and the conseauenees •ttending them, not so mucb tA \i^ t%\^N&- 
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jed in; mi tlieirtitle to that eternal reward, wbieb he #oal4 beitow«iraI| 
Ml fiiithlbl followerfl : ^ Motvrithsianding," laid he« *' in ibis rej(»ica DOt^t 
tliat tlWB ipiriti are laligeet onto yoa ; but rather rejoice^ that jfoar n^oief- 
tift written 4ii the book eMife." 

Nor eoald the bleited Jesva reflect on the wifdon and goodtiesf^oC 
Che diiniw diipenmtloDa, and the partieolar care and tenderncM whiohthat 
Aipreme Governor of the nniverte nienifeit»to the objects orhisloTe« bow- 
ever teean and despised they may be in the eyes of the work}, without esr 
IraordKnary ioy ; so that his benevolent heart overflowed with sti^ms of 
gratltade and praise ; «• 1 thank thee," said he, «' O Father, Lord of beaveii 
and Oirth, that thoo hast hid these things from the wise and pindenty wnA 
•baft-reteaM them onto babes: even so Father ; for so it seemeth goodia 
tbr sight.* 

' The disciples being returned from their tonr, Je aus left Samaria, and 
^nrheving into Jodea, he was met on the road by a certain lawyer, wiiOy 
sn the Jangaage of the New Testament, is a person whose employment is 
the expounding. and explsvning the law of Bloses. This person was desi- 
rous to know whether the doetriae which Jas u a advancmi, were the same 

■ as the precepts of the law ; and, with this view, he' asked oor Redeemer 

■ what he most do to inherit eternal Hfe. Such was the pride of this teacher 
of Israel, that it seems by the seqad, that he asked this important qaestioQ 
to tempt, and not to be fHstrneted: hot, thboghoar Lord well knew Iho 

• lecrcts of his heart, he did not answer him with soch a rebuke as he de*- 
- served; but' in soch a manner «sta tntn hit .base design, and sophistical 

evasions agiunst himself: •" What," said he, •' ia. written in the law? 
. How reidest thou ?^* The Scribe answered,. : ^. Thou ahaJt love thy Lq^ 
thy God, with all thy heart, and. with all tby. spal, and wiU| ail thy 
strength, and with all th^ mind ; and thy netghboor a3 thyself.^' 

' TMs reply oor Lord reeeived with Apptobation, and f#id t^ the hiwyor« 
«« Thou hast anaWered right ; this do, and .thbn shait livO ;" if thoa ar,t ai|le 
to fulfil these great preoapti of the. Jaw, then mayest claim an interest ia 
th«; divine favonr, on the footing of the eternal .rales of righteoasness ;.and 
as a right to that -happiness which is usigned to ibe keepers, of the lav : 
fbr on these two commandraents hang all the law and. the prophets. 

- TbethMvyer now perceiving himself taken in his own snare: hif[ eonsfsiencw 
conld'not aeqnit him of violating these great duties ; . he. was at a loss and 
eonfonnded, and knew not what to reply : but, yet being wilfiag^to say 

• something to justify himself, be inquired, and who is my neighbbnr ? A 
qoestion very itatoral to be asked« by a bigotted Jew, whose narrow, salfifth 
oMcejttidBs led him to despise all who were not the children of Abrahani. 

' To ^correct the low littleness of saeh a private party spirit, to opep avMl 
enterge the heart to a more generous and noble way of thinking, to shear 
them Che' only -foundation of true love, and the extensive relatioq whioh. 
thejr and all mankind stood in to each other, our Lord delivered theftrt* 
lowing nrnst beautifol and instructive parable. ;,. . ^ .. 

h certain lOan went down from Jerusalem to Jerico, and fell amongik 
thieves, widch stripped him of his raiment, and wounded himi and .depart, 
ed, leaving htm half dead. And by chanee there came down a certain, 
priest rthat way ; and when he saw him, he pasted by on. the other vi^ 
Arid -likewise a levite, when he was at the place, eame and lookjed on Jiihk ■ 
and passed by on the otlijier tide. Bat a orvtaid Sria(Mritan,«8 he joarfiod,* ■ 
came where he was: and When he saw him, he had oompassion opiWiti: 
and went to him, and boond op bis wounds, pooring^ in oil and wioe^. jMvk 
set him on his own beast, and broosht him to an inn, and took 6ar»4i|f 
him. And on the morrow, when he departed be took out two-peiifpf^- 
and gave them to the host, and said onto him, take care of him ; aj^d.- 
whatsoever thoo spendest -more, when 1 come again, I will repay then. 

By Uiis wdl-efaoieii, and noit elegant and affecting panble» qbt riaHad 
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ttfrhmr %8t«tifblly inenXctted an opM tnd geiwitMu dispeiitiMi nd -grail*) 
ness of mindy whiob lays asida all lelfiafa Yieirs, and dilige&i^ exert* idetf 
in the gteat work of doing good to raankind, readily relieviiig ell- ol^eoli 
•f diflreta^ let tb^ir natienal qaarrels and religiem diipntei Setirliat ^th^ 
ML No persons'irere more eated by the SamarHaos than thr Jews ; i|>r 
erhfeli reason, odr Lord reprefonti a Samaritan relieving and, |no^^ 
court ng a dislretfcid iew, wheii a prieit and levite, of hit own netion end!^ 
leltgion, had fonakcii him. And this afeetieg parable our Lord laid dow «! 
4t an antwer to the quettion proposed by the lawyer, ** Who is my neigh- 
boor?" and their pat it to his own feelings to detenaine the metter^ 
^ Which now of Ihete three, thinkest thoa." saki he, ** vret oeighboer nnta 
him that fell amongst the thieves ?'' The case was so plains that die - law- 
yer coald hat reply, *' He that shewed mercy on him.^' To which oqf: 
Redeemer immiMlieiely retomed, with a bok which gave the lawyer to 
vnderdtand that he knew be was silenced, ** Go and do then llkeirise.'' 



' ■« 
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JtnvBJotirfuying to JerussUm to bt prumi ai ik€ Feast of BtdkaUtu^ 
lodges ot BftAany^ and is oniertmned hj^ Martka and Mary : wAeis Ae 
mrrivM at Jerusatem^ At atUmletk at tit Feasts and disputestdth tktr 
Jews in MomonU Fonk : Tks feast Mngawsr^ At retires begfond Jof^ 
dan, anif teackeik Mis dMpba tapfsqf: Ih cmtUth onf a iMvU : ih 
. dines and disfmtss with tks FJkarisoesp toMemike reprskssuktk for tkHr 
'' outward SkmoofHaUmss^andproHmmtetk woosa%aiitutt4Mn am/ Aa 
Scribes and Lawyers, CBniST tiackttA his DiscMes to avoid Hypo^ 

■ rrisy, and not to befearfiU isi pubtisAing his Doctruu : JUt refasetntpt 
be Judge in a eimi Causa, and warneth Ms people to beware of Coi^el- ' 
ousness, by the parable of a rich Man, who boasted himself in his- 

'1 maltepfied Stores : He e»ortuh his Disdpbts to tmy up Treasure in 

■ Htaoen by giving Alms ; and to be always ready against our Lord^o 
"'. Coming. 

AFTER our blessed Lord had efiectoally silenced the cavillmg law- \ 
yer, he continued hisjovmey towards Jemsaksm to he present ai the feasH * 
of dedleatien. In the evening he retired to Bethany, e snsall vilUge abonfc 
two mites from Jerosatem. In this vilhige dwell Martha and Mary, iw#; 
picas sisters, who dwelt together a the same boose with their brother 
LtiBams. In this little family, onr great Redeemer look up lus abode^ sod 
was joyfully received by the religioos yonng mao and his virtuons sisiersL 
Whether any ^meraoqeafaitancelMd'snbBisted between this fami^ and 
odr great Redeemer, the evangeliste have not informed ne ; bnt it seems 
Mv werenet orikoqoaioted s^b hiecbaracter» for he was kindly received 
and generovsly entertained. . Jnau^f af bit custom wat^ wherever be went^ 
to«k the opporionlty of dispenmg bis divine kistmctiott% and. teaching hie. 
hespilftMe mends thosn tUngt which rdbacemed Iboir everlasting peace»^ 
Itama was deslrooa of eicpresskig her. regerd to her noble gdest« by pre« 
vidibg a grand ^bteiUSnmenfe ; hot Macy, being of a contemplative diapo- . 
shiOBytras taken with bis dhrme disoonnesy and sitting at the feet of onr ' 
giittl Hedeemer, she llatened to his words with the nmsl eameit and steady 
nilMtfaHi : MaiKbn king greatly Istigned with tbe bnrthea of the service. 
wu eflfended-et her niter, beeanse she did net help bcff» and cemphuned • 
tlhte Lord ef. her ^mifsioft^ "Lmd," laid ehe»>*dNfc IbM nat «ua • 
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l{ilit njraMter bath left nu to ierve jf oa alone ? Bid her AerelHe that sIm 
]wb me." ' I .: .. • . ..■..-■• .".51 

•^ out JesvSv by tbis answer to this diicooteoted tiftter, gave her to aodeiu 
l^d that it way more pleating, to bim when periona attended onhii.-iii^ 
lirnctioni, and listened t» hi^ words, Ihao all :tbtir endeavours to -providii 
•amptooas entertainments for himself and bis disciples ;- he was not 'maeat* 
Mie of an^ regiird wUcb - parsons had for •bimy nor unthankful for iheici 
kfndnessyin what way soever it wu expressed ; but as- the good of inan«i 
l^ind was his constant endeavour and care^ h& always a{kproved those ex*- 
presdons of kindness b^st, which were^ most coodnoive to that end : no» 
qonid he esteem bimself being fed witb the food which perisbeth, of equal 
conseqoenee with bis ttestpwiug on' others, that which endureth to ever** 
lasting life: *^Marthat Martha^?' said be^*' thou art careful and troubled 
ejbontiaany things ; bnt one tUng is needful : and-Maiy hath «ho8en that 

giaed poft,;^hic^* shallnet be taken frooi her.'' ' ' « 

^ From thisiittle village Jesus departed to Jerusalem, and attended at 
the feast of dedication, a' Being in the temple, and standing in SolemohV 
yorch,he was accosted by the Jews, who desired bim to tell them plainly/ 
whether be weie the Messiah or not ?• Well knowing that they did i^ol a^ 
thitquestion for information,') but to gain an opportunity of accusing bim 
16 the Romans 'as a seditious person, who pretended to be the great son- 
ef David^ promised by thepnmbets^ and by jEhi* means,- •designing to stir 
Bp the people to reb^liob, ana seize on the kingdom ; our great Redeem- 
er told them, that they most- form e^gmentof him fsom his actions i 
^'I tofd yoQ," said be,; ** and ye believed not :. the- works tbat 1 do in my- 
Father^s name, Ibey bef^ "witnoi^^ Of mei <• But ye believe -not^ becaase >e 
are not of my sheep, as I said, onto you.'' It is in vain to dispute, or if 
^wa reasons and argument < to -persons of your temper and spirit ; 504 
are under the'^oroinifm- of your headstrong pessions and wicked bearte,* 
and yoor inveterate prejndipes will >no4 be overcome ; you are not of the 
snmber of those whom ny Fetbei, by his powerful grace, ^will bring nnto^ 
■ie, and cfeuse to believe in n^y* name ; tbesii. happy, persons are assisted by* 
the power from Oft high,' they carefully- and candidly examine the proofa 
Ibave given of-my miwtonr^nd they- believe in me, and receive no • wiUt- 
fdl their hearts: nor will these ray (bllowers and*frieods loose their reward* $^ 
fi|r I will wilUn^y reoeive them, and make them partakers, of -eternal' lifti» 
and glory : these persons 1 wrll support and defend ; I look upon tbem ar 
my own,an4 however ipdusbrious ot assiduous the < wicked of. this world,' 
or.ihe powers of darkness may be to deeeive and . destroy them« they ahall). 
never effect their purpose ; for I stand determined'^ bring- them safe iNi»: 
i^y heavenly kingdom, and all their enemies may rage invain: my Fefcbefir. 
bath <given them to me : all powef,> both in heaven and earth» is «i|s bu^i 
bands, and his omnipotence i^ engaged in their defeoce: -none is. able kof:? 
eontend witb him, td prevent the :accomplisbment o^hit: will, orto barfe*^. 
the persons whom he defends : none is aple to contend with me, orwfeit^^ 
my people from me ; for I and ihe Great- fitecnal Father of the uoivorio- 
ace one : *' My sheep hear my voice,, and 1 know them, and they • fbUo^. 
me* A stranger they will > npt follow >:• for they know not the voice pti, 
strangers. And 1 gi.eontp them eternal life'; they shali. never .per^ab^' 
neither shall any man plopk i them, out of my hand. Jlly Father jprUclir 
gave them to me, is greater than a^l ; and no man is able to plodk tba n a V ' 
out of niy Father's hand* • I and my Father are one.?' ' , ' ' -. ria 

Those frords highly provoked . ihe Jews^tbey eonsidered them aa UMh 
phemons, »nd were^o enraged, that they took up, stones to *stOBe the exr* 
alte^ Saviour of snners ; t^y thought tbey^acte^jnoonformity to theUMgptii? 
which coromandsr Uuvt all bhupbemers shall/ be atoned ; but Jssus «ake4[«9 
them, which of the .benevolent ^mioades bo-l^ wronght Amongst theia^ 
deienreditteb trcatsient : i"" JUaoy geoftwdrkS)? said he, <' bate i abevMBt 
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jMcfraHUf FtAKrfor.wUolrof UtMvrtiAa ioje «tone mo." Aii^ 
%a bad nidi 1 bats fed tbe haiigrj in the deMrt, I have leiLoccd itrenglb; 
to'thvlaMe, t Inn'ElMnMdthaHptN, 1 hiveltfiaJed thQaict, I luie c«sf 
aat d«ll»^ I hBTttrdied tha- dead ; for which of these woHis sru je gcimj; 
to Mona qaep Do- Hicb minc!n u tfaeiB adnit ofthc suj) position, Ihut 
tiwutboE ofihecn M «i hnpotler ? Out ^' be lo stQpid m lo itnigioe, 
UialthBAJl-yowarfal aDdAM-niieGMcnior of the World, would ^ermlt^ 
^y perion to perfum inch works ; with no other intenlian' than to de* 
ceivemuikiBd, aoAto propagale fkllboad and error ? The Jlki ri^plicd,' 
Wa do'iMl Buppote, Ihat Ibou deierreit pooikkmeDt for any good wotk 
irhieh thou hast ptrformed ; the putllrtiiDent which we are prtpacing, il 
dtmgaed lo.cbattMB tbee for tb^ Mtiiplwinoai ^teechei ; for Ibou Ihoogb' 
ft.weak moital 'Kke ourwlvci, ariogutly Miameit the power and uajeit/^ 
of the ftloat High, and l^y claiming the lBc«mmanicabte altribatei of Udtj-. 
makest Lbyself God : " For » good frork," laid th^y, " we itone thea not t 
tptt tut blaipbehiy, and 'becaiae that tban, being a man, roakast th^wjC 
^od." 'JasuBieplied, H«» notthe ScriptBre ejiprcMiy olleJ those Gods., 
the sons of God, who were co^milrioDM to ff>nta God'i people; an^ 
4>ha by tha GOnitnuaicaUciD 6{ hi* Holy spirit, were ^tulifled for the im- 
portant office with irlircfi they were inTeiled; can you, tlierefure, iiopiita 
to that feis9a whom the Almighty hath tanctified, and seiit iota .the world,' 
00 the most inpoiiant bosiness that ever any pertoB was sent" into the 
toorldtoexuate,! no less than the lalvatiod of lost rinnbri j can you, I 
My.imputebhsdiemy to tMspenan, fortakhigon himself the title ofdw 
Son at Gttd P If mj OwKdeeh ration be not Mflldcnt to Jdduce yoa to be* 
lieTe.'eiMiiiMerthe -works wblcb E falve perfbrmed and let them'tpMV 
forme': Iw ifnofabondantiy evident, tiiit Uiby ruoit be' the' worbs oC 
the Uoit Higl),' sri isnfy omitipatMeo could perform tbem ? Is It not thra' 
fully maDifeBt,-lhd i and the Bterinl Obd are ik united, that wliat'eT«rJ, 
s^ or do- is approved by' Mm? "It it not written in your law." WiM' 
oar great Redeemer, "iMid Ye are Gedc If he called them Gods, HD' 
ta wh«m the word of God «une, and the Scripture cannot te broken;, 
say ye of him whom the Father bath lanetiGed, and Mnt Into the ttafU, 
Tkoubluphemeit,becaa>e I (aid, I am the Sod of God ? If 1. do mit the^ 
wsrbivf myfather.beUkvomenot ; but if I do, tbough ye belieVa'nDt' 
mctbelieiethe-worki ; that ya m» know, and believe that the Father. ia 
in- me, and 1 in him." ■ ' * ; ' ■ ■' 

■ Thi« argoment, however plain and cancluiive, wai far from nti>rjior^ 
the iawi'; their wicked hearte woA hardened agaiAst th«' truth, and tbeU. 
deep Mated prejndieei were not to be overcame : id that what might h!iv^^ . 
cdnvinead an honoit, jmtnrtiit inqnirer afl»r trolb, bad ho tendency (><)'. 
t^anrkge Ifcem the more ; and odC totd well knowing that it would lH' 
to no psmoie to rettdn with w abitirMtfl and eavioai a race, he, either 
by randenng bimseir InvisibWi or cutting ccmTuiion on tbeir minds, depart* 
MiBpmeptlbly'ftomamongittbem, and' to escaped their evil designs. 
' The feast of dedication being ^er, oof Redeemer departed fram Jcra- 
tatMB.tndietirBd'inlo the coantry beyorfd Jordan, wli^a be was leceivcA. 
h) « fat4iSBrent tnanner tlian ^ hidbeen at Jerusalem. The people 
ia.tlwMpaiti badeUended on U»e pleaching ef Jofaji'iLe Baptiit.and,' 
no dOBfafreBMrabfted the character he gave of the Messiah, wlio wil; 
fbofUy t* upear ; and finding tbe jiredidioni of the U'aptlst (ally aiqwcrall' 
asd fulfilled in Jesdi, creat nnmb^ were excited to balivne. 
' Hew leo^ Oor'eMlMr Savranr, with bis train, contieoed In this eDon-. 
tfyi 'caiiMtbe eieariy dtttetminad; bntwehave nn accoont of bit taiving ' 
lhawfartittllfae"na'>ent fbr to Bethany, to raise LB^a^^s from tbede«df^ 
pMeftUMinhabttantiofthi* coantiy enjoyed the un speak aUa bleuinB. 
•(llie presence df tto Bon of Ood for ■ eoniiderable time ; and we are^ 
MtHa i by Um' tnag^tU, ttit nbtia be continued ia l^% vrnK^n^'^v. 
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ynjed with luchfermieytbt one «r hit diieiplea, wtio' «(u cxccedingTf 
^^ect^ both wilb the mtUor snd manaer of hi) tddrcsi, begged he 
,y«lild tetch then t6pn{. Itll probublethisdiiciple wu nottoitb JEStt« 
.^ihe titgiiimngef bii.ptiiiUcy, when he give hli airectiont la hii di*^' 
Me» contcrnJn^ tLeildflTiitioiU : oit Lard however geve them the hibV 
Jlrriaorw^i-diiu be bad doaebfrare, and give them tome directionrrriV 
KWCtini; tlii:ir conduct, and exhorted tliem tu contUnc; end fervency ifi' 
ibeir pruyers ; -■ And 1 imj unto you." aeid he, -' «ik, end it •hail be gireft' 
;bu ; ■oeli. and ys'inall fiild ; bnusk and it ihall be opened nnto yoo.'-i^' 
i'or every one thit aiketb rec«iwih : auil he that leeketh hrideth ; aadK^ 
him Ihat kocketh it ihall be opebsi]." 



t)teirownfet:ling* witfcreapeDtto tbeir gI . _^_ _^ _ 

Jtidge by thete, of the nidinen of (beir heavcDlj' Fktber, U baw 'a 
mWUteirpelitiani. If, Hid he,»fOn iliBtlailt bread'of anttf yw tiwi 
M FuW. irill je gira hin a itoae P Or if be aifc a fiab, km je {in U^ 
k.i/fpua? Of ifheibkUafk an ei^Minjra sSef'hima MinpioBMry^ 
**-^)tanf*i^kaanbowUi ««« jgo^ pit* ahto' jofit', cbiMrm^'Mv' 
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^ j[lltr tInM ^ingi, mir gi^t RedWNwr>U i^ff^A U bj^ tM fitedf bP 
•iejltbo w«a M^MHctl'irilli idevO ; h gruteuily audwc«iiifcd to grllRt 
%jVHneit; and cut ont tbf evil, eph-it, MTMing the dlMrtlkrelt paring tif 
•nftct Uinqnili'ty of . mind : IM aims of th eiiviaot -uT^'alaMlcviMi: 
JM^werepreient, and u the PhufnU W forAierIf done.'^itfrAieVlttB- 
ftapeadmiW' vofk lo the Mwer of the ifin\- Tbe e«aiUeBrt"(gffsrdl'iH- 
Au'lw wai catting oat a d^vil, ajtd it Wa« dam1t;and Aetna 6i"0Ua. 
j%n the defilieat gone out the diiDtb tpahe; aod tbemooTe mriiAnB!' 
I||i;ioauaf them »aid. Be ca*t«lb ovt devili thfonglt SMlSeMft tM 
pme of devila. .-,.■..--. -i 

,,.tljVw weahaodMrotoutbiiirgnment mayteem, and howerer inoon-" 
JWat aodabturdit may appcar'to impactiil Judget, it had coniiderebFft ' 
^a^eoce and effect ei^ the unoraiit and illiterate, cspecivtiy on soch nboie- 
Ifl^icei And btereita it nvoarad. The PhBriicei were cxuBperated at- 
OKgreat Kedeemer'i condnct, ii) i^xpaiing and condemning their foolish^ 
tMwUon*! and they iodalged a fixed end hibitual hatred Bgainit him :' 
Uue tradjLion* wereconiidered tiy the learned men and leach er> of the' 
|iip|, aithe very es<ential» ofrellgion ; and by his oppoiing theie, and e^.' 
ffjuag tfaem lo ridicule and contempt, they citnciuded, that he mart be' 
•.Tpry tvicliedperMa. They had inspired the cammon people vritii the 
I^^Ut veneration and reverence foi IhuM eaternil ceremonioHt perform-' 
•qpu, and therefore, it it no wonder IhttI they were ready to join them in ' 
(btir reientment, and oppose and persecute a perion who had t^ken tight- ' 
|y eftbingi which they eiteemed*a wcred : the great men and leaSeril' 
W the Jewi, had alio a notion, thst a false prophet had the pbwer' 
4( worhingiigni and wondpn,andri\.-i:iving this power froin, and eKct" " 
n^ U hy, Ihe auiitance of'wicfced spirits ; and Llierelbre, they were .^eV" 

Syio believe thai our S»ioar was in league with hell, and performed Mli'< 
cleibjtite atiiitanue of the prtBce of darkness, with design to ledudW ' 
^uofh with lying wonders, and turn them from tbe worship oftbk* 

4>d what iodaced then iha mora readily to embrace tlu'i oj^ioi 
Ae tcstiiDODy of lbs devils tliemselves, who whea they were cast out, >nz„ 
(mnentK'aud WithentheHtalion conressed Ibat Jrsubwis the 8on*^^ 
Op0 i miich the l^ariseei lopposed Ihcy would not hauu done, excedjt 
am to carry on tbe deception : the blinded rulers of Israel, not perceiiH. 
Uat the devils were forced to coofus the Mcidah, and submit to supeH 
jwtMT. Bow abviifd and icdiculus aoavsr this argument appeaA toJT 
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joiicioas %nd iinptjrrrsi, y^i as H coincided with tbe prejodieci of llie Jewn 
it had great inJHuence pn their mindi, & tended to fix them in final unhehef: 
and however we may be surprised that such weak reaions should have any 
effect, considering what nuititudcs were witnesses to the many miiaclca 
ivhich the blessed Jtsvs performed, and considering the natore of those 
iDiraclea were such, as it is not easy to suppose the Defil would have ai^ 
hand in performing ; yet exnerience hath abundantly convinced us, thai 
suchkina of arguments, joinea with their own prejudices and superstitioa» 
opinions, had a great influence in fixing that obstinate people in their in* 
fidelity. 

Bat though some amongst the multitide of spectators were content to 
ascribe this miracle to the power of the Devi), others were not willing so 
bastly and inconsiderately to form" so base a conclusion, but desired to 
aaspend their opinion till other proofs might be produced, or our Redeem- 
er might have an opportunity to establish his character by a difieicnt liind 
of evidence ; and therefore, ihey desired him to prove himself tliC Mea^ 
aiah, by giving them a sign from heaven. But Jksus knowing their 
thoughts, and being pi ivy to the rancour and wickedness of their hearta. 
refused to grant their request : but told Ihem they were a wicked race of 
mortals, and discovered a veiy obstinate and perveri^ disponition, by 
afeeking a sign from heaven, after such a number of miracles had beeli 
performed, as were sufficient to convince any impartial and unprejudic- 
ed mind. He therefore inforniied them that no sign shoold be given them* 
but that of the prophet Jonas, ** This,'' said he, ** is an evil generation: 
they seek a siga ; and there shall no sign be given them, but the sign of 
Jonas the prophet.'^ 

When Jesus had ended his discourse, one of the Pharisees preseet 
invited him to dine with him ; our Lord accepted the invitation, thongb 
probably it waa not love and good will which excited the Pharisees to make 
it ; he accompanied the inviter to his house, and sat down at the table witb« 
-out performing the ceremony of washing, so carefully observed by the 
other guests : ad omission of this kind could not fail of surprising the Phar« 
isee, as Jesus thereby shewed an open contempt of their ti-aditibns. Our 
Lord, who well knew the thoughts of this bigotted self conceited Pharisee 
said unto him, you Pharisees are remarkable to keep every thing cleaa 
which touches your food, lest by eating it, your bodies should be polluted ; 
but take no care to cleanse your minds from the pollution of wickedness. 
Vou cannot be ignorant that he who created the body, also formed and 
irispiced the soul ; and can you imagine that the Almighty, who approves 
of purity of body, because it is the work of his hands, and because it coa- 
daces to the health thereof, will not also, insist on a greater purity of 
fOul, whiich is doubtless the far noblest part possessed by man. Instead! 
therefore, of that scrupulous care & exactness in washing your hands when 
you sit down to meat, ye should be careful to cleanse your hearts from 
all pollution, and fervently pray to the God of Israel to purify your minds ; 
this will render it impossible for any external thing to defile you, and wiJl 
at all times be lookedupou with complacency and delight by the God of 
parity. ** Now.'^ said he, do you Pharisees make clean the outside of the 
cup or platter ; but your inward part is full of ravening and wickedncfts. 
Ye fools, did not he that made that which is without, make that which is 
within also ? but rather give alms of such things as ye have ; and, behold, 
all things are clean unto you." 

'Such was the language of the Son of God, but the proud self conceited 
Pharisees would not hear ; however clear and convincing, however mild 
and persuasive, the reasonings of our great Redeemer were, the inveterate 
pr^dices and rooted unbelief of these men prevented these excellent dis- 
cAarses from having their proper effect. Our blessetl Saviour 'therefo re 
trifg|ted them with more scTerity, and denounced against them the ca<&«!t 
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hea?y woes for their hypocrisy, which was manirest in their lerupQibol 
extclness in the performance ot the minutest part of the ceremonial ob* 
fervances contained in llieir traditions white they were most scandalontfy! 
careless and ne?li^ent in the weif^htier matters of the law : ** Wo untojOH 
Pharisee; I*' ssid he. ** for ye tithe mint and roe. & all manner of herbs, 8b 
pass over judgment and the love of God ; these ouj^ht 3'e to hare done, and 
not tolv^ave the other undone. . Wo onto you Pharisees, for ye lore the up* 
perroo^t seats in the synas^ogues, and greeting to the markets. Wo unto 
yov j'rnbfis and Phtirisees, hypocrites ! for ye are as ^rares which appear 
iiot, and the men that wall: over them are not aware of them.*' 

Though this (]i.«con«e was principally assigned to affect the Scribes and 
Diariioos. a certain law-yer, who sat at the table, thinkin;^ that this rebaktt 
affecled persons of bis profession, was very muchoifeoded ; butoor great 
Redppmer,- who rej^arded not the persons nor professions of men, plainly 
told him what v.as his real character .: ** Wo unto you also, ye lawyers !" 
said h:% *' for yc ladft men with bui*den« grievous to be born, and ye 3'Oiir* 
hfilrps touch not the burdens, with one of your fingers,'' 
. Thf* ble??nd Jkpus al-o b!&med the conduct of the Scribes and Phariseel 
forbiiiidini; Lh'^ sepulchres of the prophets, whom their father^ had mar- 
d<irerl, ; b'caii'^:* they did not erect these edifices so much out of respect to 
xhe memory cf the deceased worthies, as to exhibit the utmost ostentatioii 
of pi«*ty, and make themselves admired for their noble sentiments; whil§, 
by their constant line of conduct, they gave reason to conclude, that 
they secretly -en terlained the same hatred to reproof, and unconquerable 
obstinacy and perrcrseness, which excit^Nl their fathers: tathci m<>st ur.rea-. 
sonablc en 4 crue« of their actions. : \yo unlo you ! said he.; for ^'e build 
the s-pulehrc of the prophets, and your fathers killed lhem.< " Truly yc bear 
Tvitneffs that ye allow the deeds of your fathers ; for they indeed kilied thcfm, 
& yc build them sepulchres. Therefore alM> said the wisdom of God, T will 
•end them pronliels and apostles, and some of them they shall May Hn'd. 
persecute ; that the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the 
f.Ynndation of the world, may be required of this geberation ; from the 
blood of Abel iinto the blood of Zacharias. which perished, between th^ 
altar and the tpmp'e : rerily« I say unto you, it shall be required of this 
;:pneration. As our great Redeemer well knew that this hardened and 
nnbelieving.pneration, would spill the blood of the Son of God, and of 
consequencc.be guilty of the blackest, and most impious and bornd mpr-. 
tyrdom, which could be committed ; he might justly represent Ihetfi, a?.^ 
most black, horrid, and hateful race of murderers, as guilty. in tbemsel^s, 
a« much to be abhorred, and equally deserving peculiar and distinguished 
Tenp:<>Qnc?^ as if they had shed all the innocent blood which ever had b0en 
rprll in Ih*? world. 

Onr 2r»»at Redeemer, after prononncin? these woea, turned his fli»- 
co'jr«e against the lawyers, and condemned them for filling the minds of 




you lawyer; !" said he, '• for ye have taken away the key of knowledge; 
yc enter not in yourselves, and them that were entering'in ye hioderj.** 
F?^>wevcr ju»t and reasonable these discourses were, the severity of ^ho 
rebukes contained in them was highly provoking to those Scribes, and 
Tharisecs : they were conscious of being guilty of the crimes laid to their 
chari;c, but their pride could not bear the thoughts of being sunk fn the 
opinion of the people who heard these remarks ; their minds were agitated 
with confiicling passions, but pride and cnry urged them to the most (ms« 
and despicable actions ; their rising resentment studied revenge, and Uiey 
wpre «() mean as to urge our exalted Redeemer to discourse on rarioos 
subjects* with do other view than to ensnare him, and by that mcaDiiln- 
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r. _m o^ooxioos, either to the Romtn gOTerament, . or to the t6inm6fi 

oj^ . amongst tiie Jews. The evangelist informs lis;, that, as he Mid 

_bese things onto ihem, the Scribes and Pharisees begaiA to urge him vlfhe- 

bieAtly, and to provoke hiiA to speak of n&ahV things, laying in wait for 

'&ifii, and seeking to caUh sotnetbiog oilt of mi modt^j that they might 

■.JBccuse him. ,. ^. ..... ^ ... .. 4 

Oar greM R«ieeiher biffled 411 thdir attbmpU, iana leaving the hbnse of 
.^he Pharisees he went aniongsi the inUUitude which was waiting at the 
floor ; so great we're the namibers, and so hard did they press to get near 
the exalted person of oar S4v^otl^, that thejf troa bneupoii another. The 
Brst discourse he beld with the multitude, atiter he haa lejft the Pharisee's 
ioust, was to warn th^nl a^inst the pernicious boisoq of the Pharisee's 

g;ampfe, who appeared in disguise, %na pretended to be the faiost strict ia 
e observance or the la^, the most ftiibple in their manners, And pure and 
•potTess in their conversation, l^hen, at the same time« thejr were privately 
guilty oJT the idost gross and scandalous vfces ; our Lot'd, therefore, ex* 
Sorted the multitude to be very careiTuI tiot to. do any thing which would 
tiot bear the Kght, bbt let the whole of their behaviour be honest, open, 
And upright ; for the time wotild Come, when all secrets will be revealed^ 
and all the wbrks of darkness brought to tight. BeWare ye, said he, of 
,.ihe leaven of the Pbariseies, which is hypocriiy. Fo^. there is npthine hid, 
that shall hot be knoWh. Therefore, whatever yie have spoken in dark' 
ness, shall be heard in the light, and that which ye have spoken in the ear 
io the closets, shall be prbclaihied upon the houto tops. 

Our Redeemer proceilded to observe, that an open, honest course of 
conduct, above hypocrisy, and disdaining all disguise would enable them 
to pot their trust in their Maker ; while the Contrary conduct tended tfo 
fill the ihind with the fear of man, which is so prejudicial to the welfare 
bf the. soul : he therefore exerted them not to fear the malic6 or power of 
any df tbe sons of ibeti ; these can extend nd further than the death of the 
body, but cannot touch the immortal soiit which may bid defiance to the 
impotant rage of the gloomy tyrant, and never tremble at the fury of the 
dppresBot* : such Weak & feeble creatures as man are riot to be feared, but 
the wrath of the Eternal God bught rather to be dreaded ; he is able, after 
he hath destrbyed thb body, to confine the soul in eternal torments. How 
happy at'e the pe)>sdns who are under his holy protection : all things are 
in his pOWer, nothing can escape his notice, nor any thing happen without 
liis permission: *< And I say unto you, tnV friciids,'' said our great Re* 
deemei*, '^ be hot afraid of them that kill the body, and, afLer that have no 
taore that they ckn do. But 1 willforewarn you whom ye shall fear : fear 
}iini, Whieh, after he hath killed^ hath poWer to cast into hell ; yea, I say 
tinto you fear him. Are not five sparrbws sold for two farthings, and not 
one of them is fof*gotton before God ? But even the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore ; ye are of more value thaa 
l&any aparroWs." 

The blessed Jesus thought fit to Udd, that the fear of man would fie a 
itiare to great numbers, and prevent them from confessing the truth ; but 
t^hoevet Were overcome by this prevailing principle, and were ashamed to 
acknowledge our Saviour wodid be final^ rejected at the awful day when 
ke would sit In judgment and own and reward all his faithful followers : 
«nd whoever were induced to speak evil of the Spirit of God, the grand 
agent in carrying on the Messiah's kingdom in the hearts of men, our 
Kedecmer informed them shouhl be punished with peculiar and distin- 
HWihed vengeance by a justly- provoked, sin avenging God : *' Also I say 
tMo yon," said he, ** whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the 
Son of man also confess before the angels of 0%ci : And whosoever shall 
tk a word against the Son of roan, it shall be forgiven him : but onto 
that Maiphefflath agaiait the Holy Gbost, it shall sot be forgiven.'* 

T 
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Iftvinz sbewn the necessity of boldly confessing him btfore rr.tn, lUf 
proceeded to encourage his d:sc:p1es with the promise of imirtcdii&te atsfs* 
litnre. when they were brought before princes and the great men of 
the earth ; which divine assistance wooid deliver them from all em- 
barrassment, respecting what they should answer, when they were ex- 
amined Gooeeming their faith : *' And when Uiey brin; you unto the 
synagogues, and outo magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought bow* 
or \«hat ye bhall answer, or what ye »hall say ; for the Holy Ghost ahail 
tearh you in tiie same hour, what ye ought to say/* 

Whi-e the blessed Jesus was delivering theae exnortations to his disci- 
ples, a person amongst the surrounding multitude begged that he would 
interpose his authority with his brother, in order to oblige him to di?ide 
the paternal inheritance with him ; but, as this decision properly belonged 
to the magistrate, our blessed Saviour, who did net eorne into the world 
to *fit\\p worldly affairs, but to attend to those things which concerned the 
immofial soul, declined the task, with this reply, *' Man, who made me a 
j*:d;;e or a divider over yon T* He took occasion, however, from hence, 
in the most solemn nUanner, to caution his hearers against covetousne»s ^ 
for }*.e observed that neither the length nor the happiness of life depended 
on the largeness of possessions : Take heed, said he, & beware of covetous^ 
ness ; for a man-s fife consisletb not in the abundance of the tb:ngs whidi 
he possesseth. 

And to enforce this in^portant exhortation, he placed before them, in 
the strongest and most alarming point of light, an example of the bewitch- 
ing iniluence of wealth in the parable of the rich glutton, who wassuddeor 




of the immortal soul. This Vk retched man, forgeltiirg his mortality, made 
preparalions for a long and luxurious life, pleasing himself wiib the 
f Noughts fif a long succession of sensual enjoyments : but, alas ! whilst he 
was providing repositories for his vast riches, he was arrested by (he king 
•>f terrors, arid hurried, without time for consideration, ioto the eternal 
world. The parable which our great Redeemer put forth on this occa* 
sion, is contained in these words : The ground of a certain rich man 
hrought forth plentifully : and he thought within himself saying, Whatsball 
t do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits ? And he said, 
'J'his will I do : I will poll down my barns, and buil4 greater ; «nd there 
will I 1>estow all' my fruits and my ^oods. And I will say to '^roy Sool| 
thou hast much goods laid up for many years ; take thine ease. eat,*firrink« 
and be merry. But God said onto him, thou fool, this night thy soul shalt 
be required et thee ; then whose shall these things be which tbeu bast 
provided ?" 

What an awful summons was this ! Hew unexpected, how akirming, 
bow dreadful ! The man lying on bis bed, full of anxiety, care, and solici- 
tude, not to require wealth, but how to make room to lodge it, and how 
to enjoy it : doubtless he thought, that riches gave him a title te every grati- 
iication and enjoyment which the world can atTord, or the sense and appe- 
tite of man partake of: his restless thought ranges tliroogh the wide fieldf 
t>f dissipaliort and pleasure, and such numerous scenes of imaginarv de<« 
light press en his ravished senses, he knows not where to fix. In tb^ 
midst of this pleasing perplexity, a strange messenger strikes at his breast. 
Who is it that thus alarms him ? It is the great king of terrors, he comet 
commissioned to destroy ; the case admits of no refusal or delay., le 
there no refuge ! is there no delivery » Call the physicians: they instantly « 
attended, but with looks solemn and sad. What ! is there no hope ? Sit 
oAen as you have partook of my bounty, and such obligations as yoo are 
under to me. They all, with grief, declare the case beyond their art. Then 
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wkj^ boTT loDg I have to live. The compass of the night concludes your 
* «arthly race.— How short the warning, and with what hasty stepts the 
dread destroyer advances ito stop my breath ! bat is there no way to ap« 
Aease hina, and engage him to hold bis hand? VVili he not be periuaded^ 
He makes no agreement nor league with any. Will not pity excite him* 
«r petitions move him ? lie knows no pily, and he hears no prayers. 
Will not my riches bribe him ? Riches are anavailable in the hour oideelb ; 
nor will mountains of gold delay the awful stroke one moment. Bat how 
many wretched creatures are there, who would be giad «f his friendly aid 
to destroy a loathed existance ? Why then s hould £e attack one who had 
feuch vast proftpects of pleasure and delight before hiro^ and gloried in the 
•expectation of many happy years to come? He acts according to his com- 
mission from above, and the «wful stroke no mortal can escape or evade a 
moment. Then all is over ! lot rae think who shall be my heir. lint rea- 
son failed ; and, before that important point could bs settled, the poor 
deluded mortal expired. And now, instead of a long succession of sensual 
delights, an awful eternity presents itself to view, and the poor soul is 
terrified and plunged into the depths of despair and horror, at the prospect 
<>f judgment to come. A dark night of horror, in an instant overwhelms 
4hat soul, which had promised itself so mueh ease and pleasure ; and, in- 
stead of eating, drinking, and making merry ; instead of gay scenes of dis- 
tfipation, and a variety of sensual delights ; eternal tortures, unspeakable 
thk-st, weeping, wailing, ancl gnashing of teeth, must be the portion of 
this miserable being to all eternity. 

<' So is he," added our great Redeemer, ** that laying up treasure for 
liimseir, and is not rich towards God.'' Thus shall he be taken away from 
iall that his soul desirelh ; thus shall he be torn from all his temporal 
prospects and pleasures ; none of his beloved enjoyments shall follow him ; 
naked as he came shall he depart put of the world ; nor could all hisrichef, 
could he take them witb him, be able to procure the least comfort or re- 
spite in this world of horrors. How shooid this reflection awake us from 
our pleasing dreams of comfort and happiness, in this world of misery, 
ihis vale of tears: how should it convince us of the uncertainty of all sub- 
lunary good, and the utter impossibility of the things of this world to 
satisfy the soul, or make us truly happy : how should it alarm as, when, 
planning fancied schemes of worldly pleasure or advantage, without Uie 
leait consideration of the'great Disposes of all events : how should it re- 
concile us to the disposal of infinite Wisdom, when our portion of tem- 
poral things is small and scanty ; and we are surrounded with difficulties 
And troubles without the assistance of the great King of the universe, 
all our promises of security are vain and foolish ; he can render all our 
labours abortive ; and the richest and most opulent persons, when ihey 
think themselves secure, and are planning schemes of pleasure and grati- 
fication, may in a moment, be stripped of all their possessions, and torfi 
froip all their comforta; when the soul, naked and iefenceless, and cloth- 
ed in all it^s guilt, will enter into an awful eternity, and be brought, trem- 
bling and astonished, to the throne of it's offended Maker. 

Our blessed Saviour, having delivered this awakening parable, proceeded 
to apply it to his disciples ; and from hence took occabion to warn them 
of an ever- solicitous, care, concern, and desire after the things of this 
world. He rather advised them to trost in God, whose fatherly ca.e ex- 
tends itself over all his creatures : the fowls of heaven are fed by his bounty, 
' and the lilies are clothed in brighter hues, and more glorious raiment than 
the greatest monarch. If, the^ore, argued the blessed Jksus, the great 
Governor of all things so carefully provides for the inferior part of his ere- 
etion ; if he feeds the ravens and clothes the lilies ; surely the children of 
meo ^have the greatest reason to depend on his all- preserving, and ali- 
sopportioggoodneM ; especially those who have well groufided hopes, that 
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flir frttl Kteniil Maker ^ soppoittr of all thini^t* liUjqppofnUd ttos 
|o. bapirinefs in a futare. state, have litttei reason to doobt thai he will nof 
providti them all lliat is necessary for tlieir corafOTt and, support in thigi 
¥ Fear not," said he, ** little flock ; for it is yoar Father*& goo4 pleaiov^ 
V> give you t^e kingdom." At tHe ^^une tiiQO, h^ gave his oiscipLcs ano« 
tker precept, 'particularly calculated tor those times in wfaich the proCes* 

S'on of tho gospel exposed ra^n to the loss of their auhstanee: Sell tfci^y« 
^ ive. Mid he, and give alms; provide yourselves bags Which waj^ noi; 
fid, a treasure in the heavois, that (aileth oot, where no thief ap^aelietlH 
l^eitl^er'tnoth GO^niptel|h ; for where your treasure is, there will your be«r£ 
iealso. 

Having thus exhorted them to the disengagement of their affhcticm^ 
from the things of tl\is wo.rld^ be advised' them to Be at all .times ready for 
^fae discharge of their duty : •* Let," sajd he, ^^ your loins be gird^ aoout^' 
and your lights burning ; and ye yourselves Uke u^to men that wait foe. 
((heir ^ord, when he will return from the wsdding; thai whence comeUi 
tnd kiiocketh, they may open unto him im.mjediately." 

Thi^ was spoken in altosion to the customs of' the eaitem countries 
vhere anciently great entertainn^ents were made in the. evening ; and oq 
tfhese occasions, aervants demonstrated their diligence by watching, amd 
Veeping tl^ir loins gilded that thisy might be ready to open the door on 
the first knock of their master ; ^or was it unconaawn for the m^^tsier, in 
order to reward such a servant, to o^er him a repast, and ^ometiraef 
ILven to give it him with hi.s owi^ hand. In allnsioo to which cu^tom^ 
our blessed Saviour added. Blessed are those serrants, whom the l<ord^ 
when he cometh, shall find watching : verily, 1 say onto yon that he 
shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will oome foitM 
and serve them. 
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fr.svs remarks thi Ignaranee ^n(f Sti^uii^y. ofiht JewSt k^ not diseer^- 
vng ike l^mes : and shewtik the Danger of neglecting the Means of 
JteconcUiation offered them : He shewet-h^ thai temporal CalaniUieM of9 
no sure signs of Sinfulness, but thai others should take wrning Cy 
ihem^ and repent : He delivers the Parable of the fig-Tree^ that vm$ 
ordered to 6e it^ down for being fruitless : Heheaiethq Woman thai 
had been long bowed togClher, andputieth the hypocritical Aii/ef of this 
synagogue to silence. CuRiar being asked of the number of the sanedf 
he exorteth to strive to enter in at the straight Gale : He is warmd 
to leave the Dominions ofHeroif, bn t xoill not be diverted from his Coiwsa 
through Fear ; and lamenieth over tl^t approaching DesoUdion of 
JerusdUm : He healetk the Dropsy on the Sabbath,^ and justijutk AiS 
doing so : He recommendeth Humiiity ; and Hospitality 'towards tha 
Poor: And delivers the Parable of the Marriage- Supper and of ths 
<Gtuests, who making Excuses were ejsciuded^ and their Booms fUid 
by others. .: *. 

HAVING concluded his instructions to l^is disci[^les, oof Lqi4 tti^n 
addressed the multitude, and remarked the prevailing infideliU of the Jeyr- 
ish nation, and observed, that the evidences of his being the Messiah were 
clearer and stronger than those marks in the sky, which denomiaatedTair 
and rainv. weather to be approaching.; and though the people were Tepy 
acHfceajid3a|;acions in the one, they utre Boaoouatably bun^ani aadipeorii 
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atX« do not discetQ this iimt ? 

But he proceBded to let ibea know thtt theii^. Uiadniai^ 6Ul&f4fij, ai4 
fslMliioiBt iii6ald beaevecdy penUbedf mii4 ihet be wpM eooMiJniM uip 
^pe^t^ a miifnoery M a Uuet in the night ; he lbei:drere exortei} then| tdi 
iji spe^jT reforoMtiQii, telling them that tksj ought to consider weH wh|ift 
way their peaeewa* to be ej^iected, and dUigentiy attend to ibp^ ibaigi 
¥f hich would preserve them (rom the conseqaenees of their iiebpliioar. 
When thoo goest with thine adversaiy to the magistiate, M Ux^o art in tb^ 
way, give diligenee that thou mayest be delivered from him ; k»t he habp 
^fhee td the judge, and the jodge deliver tbee tp t>9ef$cer, waji tkp officelr 
cast thee into prison ; 1 tell thee thouihalt opt deparl^ themae, till thoa 
|iast paid the very last mite. 

' Some olf hit hearers thoodit pro^ to eonfirm tUs doetrina, by giraf 
|phat they tbboght an esaraple of it ; There were present a^ that season>. 
fome Uia£ tptdl^im of the Galileans, whose blood Pilate had mingled vrith. 
their sacn^cftt {thinking that these persons had been gmlty of some ^JS* 
traordinary crime for which Providence had permitted tms dreadfinl ponisbr 
ment to liiefail them^ bot our blessed Saviour expressly told them, tbali 
they were misUkpn in this conclosion, for thia deplorable calamity was n» 
Indication thab the^e Chileans were ereater nnners than their conotiy* 
inen. '^t the ^ame time he exerted them to improve snch instances of 
calamity and miseiy, as incitements io their own repentance, assoring 
.(hem that if they njeglected so jast aad necessaif a work» they should all 
serisb : And Jesus answering, said unto them, Suppose ye that these Gal- 
ileans were sinners above all the Galileans, because they suffered sdcb 
ihings ? I tell you. Nay ; but, except you repent^ ye shall all likewise 
iperi?)?." 

He farther illustrated tMs doctrine; fj remarking; that this way of inter- 
preting the dispensations of providence, would lead them to erroneoua 
|(onclosions, whenever they heard of unexpected and dreadful evils falling 
on the sons of men ; and instanced the case of the eighteen persons on 
whom th<? tower of Siloam fell, aqd crushed them to pieces : *' Or/' said 
Be, *' those eighteen upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew tfaem* 
ihitik ye that they wei^ sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem ^ 
i tell you, Nay : but except voq repant, ye shall all likewise perish." 

Our L6rd also ^ndeavered to rouse them to the consideration of their 

atate, bf the parable of the fig4ree, whksh the master of the vineyard, after 

'finding it three years barren, ordered to be destroyed, but at the eameit 

request of the dresser of the vin^rd, it wis spared one ^ear longer : 

** A certain nian," sajid he, ** had a pg-tree phtnted in hia vineyard ; and 

lie came and sought fruit thereon, and fonn<! none. Tiien said he unto 

/the dresser of the vineyard, Baboid these three years I come seeking fruit 

^bn this fig-tree, an^ find none ; cut it down, why cumbereth it the greond ? 

And bis answering^ said unto him. Lord, let It alone this year alto, till I 

dig about it, and dung it; and if it bear froit, well; and if not, then 

after that thou shaU cot it down.*' 

-' By this parable, our Lord represented the goodocH and fbrbeamnce of 
^s Almighty Father, manifested towards the Jeiwish nation, wheie hia 
Soi^ bad now been abont three years, preaching the kingdom of God ; 
mid though they might be justly destroyed for ihmf obMbiaey and perverse* 




tet dfber all the divine forbearance had been abused^ woaM awri(e to their 
nddaaan^ dfel^pdAil desttooiiA'^. 
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When our Lord was teaching in one of Ihe synagogues in Perea, 09 
the Sabbath day, he observed a woman, who for the b£)ace of eighleea 
^eare, had not been able to stand upright. A person labouring uiia«r so 
dreadful a disorder, could not fait of exciting the compassion of the be- 
ncvoient Saviour of sinners, he beheld this affecting object of pity, and he 
removed her complaint ; she came to the synagogue bowed down to the 
ground with an iniirmity ; returned to her house upright, being by the 
ell powerful Son. of .God restored to perfect health. 

This benevolent action, which surejy deserved the thanks of the whole 
eongr(*>;ation, . so highly olfended ihe maker of the synagogue, that be 
openly testitied his displeasure, and reproved (lie people, and represented 
them as Sabbath- brea!:ers, because they came t!mt day to be healed: 
**Tbereart; six dd^s, ' said this surly bclf-conceited luler to the .peupie, 
** in which men ought to work ; in them llierefore come and be beekd, 
and not oh the Habbalh day." 

But our Lord M)on silenced this self-conceited Pharisee, by observinf 
4liai he had cot deviated from theii own avowed practice ; they made ne 
scruple of loo^mg tiieir cattle, '&i leading Ihcm to the water on the Sabbath- 
day, because Uic mercy of the action sufficiently justified them for perforra- 
ing it ; and surely his action of loosing by a single word^a woman, e rational 
creature, .a daughier of Abraham, who had bf^en bound by an incurably 
distemper the tedious space of eighteen years was abundantly justified ; 
Ttor couid tiiis bigotted ruler have thought otherwise had not his reaioa 
been blinded by hi> auperstitiun. Such was the sentiment of the Sod of 
Ood, who answered him with tVis severe rebuke, thou hypocrite, doth not 
each one ol^ou on the Sabbath, loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and 
lead himawuy to watering ? And ought not this woman, being a daugh- 
ter of Abraham, whom Suian hath bound, io^ ihe^e eighteen years, be loot- 
ed from her bt>iid on the Saboalh-day ? Aud.when he iiad said these thingi 
all his sdversaries were ashamed and all the people rejoiced for all the 
glorioui things ihat were done by him./ 

Frqm this instance we remark the^cvil effects of superstition, and a 
bigotted attachment to custom and cerembiiied, which have no foundatioa 
in reason nor the revealed will of God ; these perincious principles oppost 
the use of llie faculties, root compassion out of the heart, and destroy the 
feelings of humanity. 

Q.ur Lord having silenced the proud reler of the synagogue, and receif« 
ed the acciamaiions and applauses of the people, he rellected with pica* 
Kure on the truth, reason, and divine power from above, which support! 
bis kingdom ; and on this occasion, he repeated the parables of the giaifl 
of mustard- seed, and the leaven, to shew the future success of ihe gospel^ 
and the power and influeme on the hearts and lives of men and it's ra- 
,p.id progress through the world, notwithstanding the opposition of the great 
men onhe earth, and the fury of the untliinking multitude. 

Our Lord havinu[ thus sown the seeds of the gospel in the country of 
Perea,he crossed Jordan, and proceeded by slow and short stages towards 
Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in every village, and publishing the ahid* 
tidings of salvation to the inhabitants of the countries he passed through. 

While he was thus prosecuting the great work of instructing mankind, 
one of the {>ersonswbo accompanied him, inquired, Lord, are there few 
that be saved. Probably the person who proposed this question had heard 
our Lord describe the success of the gospel, by the jiarable of the mustard 
seed, and the leaven; and had no further views of the kingdom of tbi 
iVIessiah, than the setting up a temporal dominion. These notions were 
entertaint'd by the Jews in general, and induced them to conclude, that 
Christ hereoy meant no mure than a temporal salvation. Jesus, to 
convince this curious inquirer, and the rest of the Jews, that he had no in- 
tcQtipn to erect a ^ecula;' kingdom, answered his question io a spiritoal 
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tnattiier, by wliich he gave llie Jews to npderstand, tbat very few of Uiead 
would be partakers of the honour and happiness of his kingdom ; and hm 
exorted U)ein to ose their otmost efforts to know the truth, and to becomp 
members of the church anjd heirs of glory, by improving the means whieb 
wereofI«red them ; for the time will soon come, he assared them, whev 
the means which they now enjoyed woald be taken away, and they weal^ 
perceive (heir state to be finally afid irrevocably determined, and then, 
liowever earnestly they might desire such opportonities as thry now enjoy- 
ed, they shoald not be able to attain them : ** Strive": said he, **' to enter 
in at the straight gale ; for many, J say unto yon shall seek to enter m\ 
and shall not be a£le. \V hen once the Master of the house is risen up, and 
bath shot the door, and ye begin, to stand without, and to> knock at tho 
door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto u», and he shall answer and say unto 
yoa, I kooW'^ybu npt whence you are^" This sentence ear Lord informed 
tbein would be final, and not to be altered by (heir most earnest expos- 
tnlatiens : ** Tben," added oar great Redeemer, " s^all ye begin to .say. 
We have eaten and drank in thy presence, and thoo hast taught in our 
ftreets. Bat he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence y6u are ^ . 
depart.from me, all ye workers of ini^ity. There shall be weeping and 
g;nashing of teetb, when ye shall see Abraham, and ]«aae, and Jacob, and 
all the prs^liets, in the kingdom of Ood, and yon yourselves thrust out. 
And they shall come from the East, and from lBe«West,and- from the 
r^orlh, and from the South, and shall sit down at the right band of God. 
And behold, there are labt which shall be first,- and there are first whicb 
ehallbelast." . , * ^ , 

Soon after our. blessed Saviour had delivered these ■. sentimrnts, some 
of the Pharisees thinking to inUmidate him, and cause lim to depart out of 
the country, came to him and pretended that Herod had a desien against 
hit life. It is not likely that Herod, who had suffered so much remorse 
on account of his having p»t John the Baptist to death, should so soon 
attempt the life of one whose works declared him to be a greater prophet ; 
perhaps, that prince rpight wish Jesus to depart out of his territories^ 
though he durst not use force against him ; nor is it unlikely that the Phar* 
isees were desirous of h;^ departure out of- the country, because his disd- 
ples tended to expose their hypocrisy, and lessen them in the opinion ef 
the people. The answer whicn our great Redeemer made to this message 
is contained in the following words : V.Go ye, and tell that Fox, Beheld^ 
I cast out devils, and I do cures to-day, Andf tp morrow, and the third day, 
I shall be perfected. Nevertheless, Imust walk to day, and tomorrow, 
and the^ay following ; for it cannot be, that a prophet perish out of Je- 
rusale.n|." 

Having returned this answer to the Phaiisees, and considering the treats 
ment which the prophets had met with from the iahabitants of Jerusalen^ 
and wall Jinowing the wickedness of that unbelieving city, and their d». 
signs against his life, he pathetically lamented their obstinacy and perver^e^ 
neas, and terrible desolation which would soon overtake them for their 
tips; ** O Jerusalem, Jerusalem " said he, «* which kiliest the prophets 
and ttonest them that are sent unto thee ; how often would I have gath- 
ered thy children together, as a hen gathereth her brood under her wings^ 
Mid ye would not f Behold your house is left unto yon desohite ; and ver- 
ily I say unto you, Ve shall nat see me until the time come, when ye shall 
say. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord." 

One of the chief Pharisees, soon after our Lord had made this pathetic 
exclamation, invited him to his house to take a repast ; Jesus well knew 
that this invitation did not proceed from hearty good will ; but as be ne« 
ver shunned an opportunity of doing good, even to his most implacable 
enemies he thought lit to accept it. It was the Sabbatb day and when bA 
bad entered the Pharisees bouse, a man was brought bdoxaVim 'vsV^ "^^^ 
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diseased with a dnmtjr. The Pharifees well knew the benevolent iiipo. 
Aition of onr gfeil Redeemer, and thc^ Ihboght lo mi^eralile an oljeol 
Would not fail .Ofexfitin^ his ooropaswob^ and caase him to work a nit- 
tacle on that dajr. which i^onM give thein an Opportunity of aecodng faint 
l^aa prophaner of the Sabbath. 

JKSUd ^ho knew the t^c^et thooghU of their hearti, atlcpd the Aiarfaee*, 
and Lawyer^ whether it was " lawtiil to heal on the Sabbath day ?*» But 
Ih^y refosing to give an aniwaf to the l|Qestion, Oar Lord hid his handi 
on the diseased person, and immediately his body was reduced to it's fonn* 
^r dimeniioni and his health and strength retomed. So kind, so ialntart 
and benevolent, as well as wonderfdl an actibn, ought to have oonvfoena 
the Phai-isefes, that the person who wrought it mast be. endowed with 

Sower from on high* as bo less than tfafr mighty power of God could pro- 
uce stich events ; or if they could suppose that wicked agents had the 
power, that it is not the way in which they nitght be expected tp exert it; 
but these hypocritical Wretches, Instead of beinr persuaded that Jxftrtf Wai 
from God, and exerted his mincilldus powers for the good of manklni. 
Weni laboiirihg to turii this tHiracle to his disadvantage. But onr Ldrd sotm 
put art end to their Wicked deiig^Si b^ provifig, that according: to their 6wtf 
allowed practice.he had done nothing btit What t^as lawful: «<Wfakih bf you,* 
said he ** shall have an ass or an ox fallen into a pU, and will not itraigkt^ 
way pull hiol out on the Sabbath-da^? Our Lord's argsm^nt stood thus, 
tf a misfortune happens to one of your beasti, you make no scrtple of in 
sisting it on the Sabbath, though the action be attended with contfidefabW 
labour ; and sorely 1 may refievd a decerldent of Abrahani, when nbthiii^ 
more is required, than touching him with my hand. This reasOninjj^ wot 
so strong, fbrcible, and conclosif o, and, at the same tiniey so slmpe ani 
ea«y, that the most illiterate of mankiiid, must see it's propriety sind feef 
it's force, and the most prejudiced could not contradict it. This was maa-^ 
ifest from the profound silence with which these remarks of oo^' 
I^rd were heard, and which continued after he had done speaking.— 
]^?one of his adversaries, howerer in vetehite their malice, Of hoi tjbeirre^ 
eentment, durst at this time appear against him, for they could not answer 
again to these things. 

Before they sat down at meat, our blessed Saviour had an bpportunitjf 
of remarking the pride of the Pharisees, which manifested itself Ij wi 
anxious and eagef* desire to obtain the niost honorable place at the Im; 
nor did he fail, on this occasion, to give them such a rebulce,' H tbet 
ridiculous behaviour deserted. To nrnke them sensible of tiidr fblly, oof 
Lord called upon them to^ consider, that pride generally ejtposes the per« 
son to frequent mortifications, and many affroirts, while an hamUe d0* 
portmentis a sure way to honour and respect : << When thooart bidden rf 
any man to a wedding," said he, '«sft not d6wn iO the highest roOm| 
for lest a more honorable man than thoe be bidden of him ; and he thsf 
liade thee and him, come and say to thee, Oive this man place;' and thotf 
beein with shame to take the lowest room. But when thoo art bi^ldeB;|fl^ 
and sit down in the lowest room ; that When he that bade thee eome»i 
be may say unto thee, Fn>nd, go up higher : then shalt thou hare fiNmlto 
f n the presence of them that sit at meat with thee. For whosoever cxalp 
elh himself shall be abased ; and he that hombleth himself shall be exalted.* 
Having directed his discourse to the Pharisees in general, oor Lorf 
turned to the master of the house, and said unto him. When thoa aiakeA 
a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neitlier tly 
kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours. Rut when thou makest a feast, call CM 
poor, the maimed, the lame, and the blind : limit not tl^ bo^talityto 
the rich and great, but let the poor and needy be partakers of thy boonty: 
and thoo shaU be blessed, added our Lord, for they cannot recompeoM 
thee ; but thou shalt be recompenstd at the reiurrectioQ of the just. 



I 
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, V^'hile btir Lbra wki tlias di«conrNbg, onia of ttie Fharisqes,, seeming U 
De ravished with the delightfiil proipect of the happiness which good meb 
will enjoy in the heavenly world, cried out. Blessed is he that shall ciH 
hread in the kingdom of God. Oiir Lord in answer to this, took di^tt« 
sionto deliver to the conipany at the table, the parahle of the marrillg^ 
sopper:'* A certain man," said he, '^made a great sdppei', Anfl bdde many'; 
%nd tent his servant at snpper-tinae,. to say to tnem that tvere biddeti^ 
borne: for all things are now ready." And they all with bne bohsetit bfe'- 
j|an to make excuses. The first said onto him, 1 have boieight a ^iece(>f 

S round, and 1. mast heeds go and see it : 1 pray thee have me eictise^» 
nd another said, I have bonght five yoke of oxen, and I ^d lo proirB 
them : 1 pray thee have me excused; . And another said, 1 have mariled '9k 
wife, and therefore 1 cannot come, fib that servant came, and shewed bll 
%46rd these things, 'then the maHer of the house, being aiigry, said to 
his servant, 6o out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bririf^ 
}n hither the poor« and the maimed, and the halt, And the blind; And tli6 
lervant iaid, Lord, it is done as toon hut cbmmanded, and yet there \p 
foom. And the Lord said unto the servant, Go out into ttie highways and 
fiedgei, and somftel them to come in, that Jny house may be filled : for I 
lay unto you, that done of those meii which were bidden, shall taste of tbjf 

. ^thid parable, biir Lord ^legiiltly and faeahtirully described th^ infl« 
-ielity of the Jews and their final rejection of the heavenly message, wbil^ 
'the poor, blind, despised Gentiles, brought by pewerfdl grace, like the pe^« 
:%ons who were compelled to bonie in from the highways and hedged 
-Would be enabled to bcReve in the Son of Grod, and become thereby parCa<» 
Ikers of thdse bleilings which tbe dnbelieving Jews rejected and despised. 

• • • 

CMaPTER XXIV. 

-Jesvs iting surrounded by vast MultMdes of People^ hi advisttk ihos% 
; who an willing io bs his Disciples, to eacamine beforehand their Reso* 

* Aitftm ^ Case of Persecutions. The Pharisees murrhur at CfiRiSi* 

* far recdinng <o *nners : Jle delivers the Parable of the tost Sheepy and* 
- FiieA^f Silver ; of the Prodigal Son, qnd of the unjust Steward^ 
■ Ca^isT ftprovelh tfU IIvpocris4Ji of the Pharisees^ tbho wtre covetous^ 

. tmdieHMhim : tmd dtliveirs the Parable of the rich Man and Laxa-*^ 
\ rus the Beggar. ^ 

» 
i. APTBR our blestfed Saviour had departed from the t%«risee's bonie^ 

E eat multitudes of people thronged about him, to hear his doctrine, and 
behold his wonderoiis works : but the people in general, mistook th« 
^mature of his kingdom ; for it was tbe general exftectatlon that he wm 
going to establish the Messiah'^ throne in Jerusalem, and from thence to 
^ Conquer all the nation s, . in the woMy and render them tribntary to Iiis 
pdftver. 

As our Lord Well knew that the people followed him with such expecta« 
\&)nSy her took the first opportunity- to undeceive them, and to declare ia 
-« the plainest ternUB that his kingdom was not of this world, and, of con- 
. Aeqoence, those who followed him for temporal advantage, woald be sura 
\o find themselves mistaken ; for, on the contrary, his disciples must ex- 
' feet to be persecuted from city to city, and hated of all men for his name'e 
sake. Ana he iorUiec observed, tbut It wm necesMiy far all who would 

U 
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be bis true followerf,- to prefer his semce to Ihe riches, grandeur, and p4etf* 
■urea of this world, and to manifest by their conduct, that they had a greater 
value for him, than for the dearckt oljects of their utTections : '* If any 
man come to me," said be. ^' and hate not his father and mother, and 
wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, 
}ie cannot be my disciple. And whosoever do Ih not bear his cross, ani 
come after me. cannot be by disciple.^' 

And to shew the folly of expecting to partake of the blessings of tit 
.d9es!iiah*s kingdom, while they preferred their worldly attachments Co 
our great Redeemer, he con«pared the case of buch pervons to that of Ml 
unthinking builder, and of a rash and forward warrior : the former was 
obliged to leave his structure uniinished because he had foolishly begun tfie 
building before he had computed the cost ; and the latter reduced to tlit 
disgrace either of being shamefnlly defeated, or meanly suing for p^ace^ 
because he had rashly declared war before he had compaied his owo 
strength with that of tbe enemy : ** So likewise,'* added our great RedeenH 
or, ** whosoever he tie of you, that forsaketb not alt that he bath, he cannot 
be my disciple'* 

The fame of tlie mihieles, which Jesvs daily wrought, and the divhio 
discourses which he delivered being spread in the most obscure and uttpo- 
lite parts of the country, several perbons of infamous lives and abandoni^ 
characters came amongst the crowds which pressed to hear him. These 
persons, conscious of their unwoiihiness, approached our great Redeemer 
with the highest reverence, and heard him with the most respectful and 
steady attention. This opportunity was readily embraced by the great 
Saviour of sinners, who far from upbraiding them with them former wick* 
edness, or spurning them from him with contempt, kindly condescended 
to instruct them in thbse things which concerned their everlasting ileiiCe, 
and not only taught them in the fields, but went with them to their hodisesi 
and kindly condescended to leach them the nature of his kingdom^ aid 
lead them in the waf ^f eternal life and happiness. 

This condescending goodness in our great Redeemer was highly offen- 
sive to the proud, self-conceited, self-righteous Pharisees ; they wanted 
to be accepted on the 'footing of thdr own worthiness, and coald not 
bear the thoughts of the infinite mercy of God, manifested to tlie greatcsl 
of sinners ; and, therefore, with hearts full of envious pride, they advanced 
ft as a ground of reproach against our great Redeemer, that this map.re- 
ceiveth sinners, and eateth with them. Their pride could not bear tiie 
thought, that these persons whom they so much despised, should ba loofad 
upon by our Saviour with more kindness than themselves, and ihey th n tg ht 
bis condescension unworthy the character of a prophet. They bad no 
other views of divine acceptance, than such as had an immediate refoence 
"^o the law ; and the infinite mercy of God to sinners, manifested in the giM* 
pel of his Son, was what they could not understand ; our great Redeemer* 
therefore, to convinced them of their ignorance, to check their abomina" 
ble pride and self-sufficiency, to display the extensive and abaedant mercy 
of God to sinful men, and to vindicate his owo conduct in conversing witb 
tbe meanest and most contemptible persons, proposed three parables t# 
Ibeir consideration. 

Tbe first of these parables was that ef the lost sheep, which tbe Diinne 
Instructor delivered in the following words : ** What man of yon, havinc 
an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety antf 
nine in the wilderness and go after that which is lost, until he find it .^ 
And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And 
when he coroeth home, he ealleth together his friends and nei^hbours^ 
saying onto them, rejoice with me ; for I have found my sheep which waa 
lost :" Thus, by the natural tnrn of the human! mii d, which is lestlis^and 
urtsy nnder th« mortification of losing part of it's property, and fixea 
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mMM wdi nger attention on that which it has loit, that it overlooki thoic 
Suable objects which it has in possession, oar great Redeemer describes 
the regard which God has to bis people while they wander from him in • 
lost, perishing condition ; and by the joy which expands the human heart, 
when that which had long been given up for lost, is recovered ; our LonI 
displays the kind reception which the worst of sinners will find when they 
Are made sennble of their evil ways, and are enabled to believe in the Soa 
9f God for life and salvation. And in this elegant, well chosen parable he 
further describes the joy of the heavenly inhabitants, when any of the sheep 
«f Christ, who have long wandered from his fold, are convinced of their 
desperate condition, humbled under a sense of their nnworthiness and 
-wickedness, and are enabled to return : '* I say unto you," said he, *' that 
likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than 
over ninety and nine just persons, which need no renentance.'' 

There is no person on earth so just and holy, ana whose conduct hath 
heen so regular, and uniformly correct, as to need no repentance ; but th^ 
proud Pharisees, to whom our Lord directed these parables would fain hav« 
Been esteemed by the world as such persons ; and these are particularly 
referred to in this represeniatk)n,which was intended to display the amasing; 
^.infinite extent of divine forgiveness. A second parable which our great 
Redeemer published whitb the same view, was that of the lost piece of 
ttlver : ** Either," said the Divine Instructor, *' what woman having ten 
pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep 
the house ; and search diligently till she find it ? and when she hath f^ond 
it, she caileth her friends and neighbours together. Saying* Rejoice with 
toe ; for 1 have found the piece which I have lost, Ijikewise, J say unto 
you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that 
IPepenteth." 

This parable is founded on the same principles, and published with tha 
same design as the former, only the case and clroimstances are varied ; 
and our great Redeemer condercends in various forms and mathodi 
af address to inculcate the same troth* The infinite mercy of God tosin« 
ners, and the kind reception they will find when they are enabled to repent 
and return, is the great doctrine which runs through his gospel, and this it 
Ihe great design of all his undertakings ; to accomplish this, to remova 
every difficulty which attended it, to overcome and subdue every power 
which opposed it, and to publish the glad-tidings to a sinful world, he left 
the glories of the heavenly regions, he laid aside the dignity and glory of 
his heavenly nature, and condescended to become man ; he was a partakar 
af the evils consequent on sin, that sinful men might be delivered from 
them ; he ivas " a man of sorrows and aiequainted with grief," that wa 
might be partakers of the substantial and eternal joy ; and he died that we " 
might live. To publish this great truth, and to prevail on tha world to re- 
eeive it, was the whole design of his ministry ; every doctrine he advane- 
ad, every miracle which he wrought, had a natural tendency to promota 
this benevolent design ; and this great end, in various forms of instructron* 
and various methods of address, he invariably pursued during the time of 
his abode on earth. 

And that no method of addreu, no form of instruction, might be omit* 
ted ; which would powerfully operate on the mind and prepare it for tha 
reeeption of a troth, so worthy of God, so friendly to man, our Lord con- 
descended to appeal to the feelings of humanity ; and from the natural af- 
fection which an oilended father feels : for a repenting son, ha urged tha 
eerfeainty and the extent of divine forgiveness. 

The parable whieh our great Redeemer proposed with this view, is tha 
Unast picture of nature; it contains all the beauties of just description, and 
paHicuhirly oatonlated to engage the attention and affect the heart ; tha 
evangelist Luke hath given it in ^a following words : ^^ ^ c«tV.a\ti ^sa^ 
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M two imi« : And tbe younger of them nid to his Father, Vifhaf, (ivf 
l|M the portion of good* that f^lleth to me. And he divided ■nto them ^i^ 
livhig. And not many days ^.Tter^ the ypnnger son gathered all togetherj^ 
•qd took his jporney into i| far cpaqtry, and tl^re wasted his sobstanec^ 
with riptQUs ^ living. ' And wlien he h%d spent all* there arose a mightj^ 
iuaine in the land ; M^d he began to be in want And he wcml end lokir: 
4i himself|tp ^ ciUxf n of that country ; and he sent him into his fields Un^ 
feed svrine. And he woold fuq have ^lled his tjelly with the fanslcs thaltt 
t)ie swine did e^t j and no raai), gave nnto him. And when heotae te 
|Jimself» he s^ hoif IQAnv hired servants of my father's have broa4 
fDongh, ^nd to ^re, and 1 perisl^ with lianger ! I will arise tad go Iv 
my father, and { will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heavea» 
^nd before thee, 4^ <^ i^q f^ore worthy to be called thy son : mako ML 
ssone of thy hired servants. And he arose, and came to his jhther. B«t 
^hoQ he was yet e great way off, his father m^w him, and had compassHMi^' 
and ran, and fe(l on his neck and kissed him. And the son said unto Mrav; 
leather, 1 ImVe sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am w> nnm 
worthy to be calle^ thy soq. Bqt the fetber said to his seryaats, QT^^ 
ferth the best rpbe, and put it on him ; and pat a ring on hU hand, m^ 
•hoqs oq his feet : and bring hither the fatted calf, 4nd kill it; and lot Qt- 
c)|^ and be mer^y : for this my son wu dead, and is alive qgain ; he wn< 
lo^t and Is found. Anq they began to be merry. Now his eldest aoii^ 
V%s in tlip field ; & ai he came aqd drew nigh to the house, he beard moiio^ 
•fi4 dancing, ^nd he called one of the servants, and askecf what UiMtf 
(hings meant. And he ssud nptq him, Thy brother is come ; and Ihy {&» 
fher hath kill^ the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and soiiad.. 
4q^ he wi(s angry, nnd would not go in : therefore caine4iis father oot^ 
find entreated him. And he answering, said to his father, Lo, these maM 
years do 1 sjcrve thee,* neither transgressed 1 at any time thy comoMMIi^ 
fnent. and yet thou never gavest iqe a kid, that I might make merify vntil' 
ny fi-iend* ; hot as soon as this thy son was come, which hath de90iiref| 
Ihy living with harlots, thou hast killed for biro the fatted calf. And lN| 
faid unto him, l^on, thou art ever with me, and all tb^t I have is thine* 
It was raee( that we should make merry, and be glad : for this thy brothel 
^s dead, aofl is aliye agein ; ^o^ vrM loft, and is found. '^ Luke xv. lU 
lo the end. 

Tbo design of this p^rahle is manifested at first sight, & stands a beMl^ 
fnl and unradiqg memorial pf the fullness, the freeness, and extent of 
dtivine meroy to the greatest of sinners ; it not only declarei that It ii^tbt 
fixed determination of heaven to forgive, and that mercy is aa etsentist 
f ttribe of deity, the brightest star in the eternel crown ; bat it thews tfaa^ 
this glorious disposition of heaven to forgive, entirely coincidps with- tha 
feelings of humanity j for the eternal God condescends to appeal to tin| 
jwtemal tenderness which he hath planted in the human breastf ll^ 
Tindicatiqn of his own conduct in pafdqning ^nners, ^nd in ^planqtion i| 
Ihe natqre and extent of his n^ercy. 

If this parable be applied to the particular case with which it standacoa^. 
Iiected i^ contains i| reproof which the blpssed Jesus directed to the Phal#* 
•eesfbr their mormDring at bis condescending kindness to publicanaia4 
iinners ; and hereby they are taoght that if Ihey would resemble the b^ 
and heppy inhabitants of the cmlestial regions, tboy vfoald net murmur fctla 
pomplain, and look down with envious pride and sullen contempt while irf 
fXinversed with those who were noted for being habitually and previdiim;l|^ 
v|Heked, but would rpjoice to see such persons pqrsuc those methods wbtcli 
might tend to their reformation aqd final salvation ; nor would the giMh 
peas of heart they mij^ht express on' this occasion, t>e any reprqidi til| 
that strictness and purity which (hey value themselves upon ; for tjierstk 
|oy in heaven oypr one siqnep that r^penteth more thad ave^ n|netv aaif 
fua^Jutt perBoas ifhiGb need no repentance. 
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P^ ^Qtd haFing tfaas viodieatfid bis owncMrfnetf ia hif ^oadaM^qdr 
Iflg kiodnets to paMicans and sionf rs. bj sbewinj; tbe vut cxtaot of dhnnm 
ynercy^^aod the pleaaare which tbe happy iobalMantft of the bearenljf ror 
giooii take in the pardon of th^ worst of sioneri, and tfaair rwtoration ta 
JdUfiiie favour ; be then delifered a parable to impress on tbe minds of-bU 
hwers the necessity of attending to the concerns of futurity. This^ bs 
fisempUf^ed in t^e pase of fp onjost steward, who being warqei by bii 
lord tq give op ^is tftevard»bip, tbqk luph meaaams as were Jikeiy topro^. 
fcare bim a subsi^tance when be bad Ip«t his present empkgfgient : ^ Therf 
ivas, said our gr«at Redeequer, a certain rich nun, wbic^jbnd a stewar4|i 
and the same was accuse^ uptp bim that he bad \vasted bis goods. And 
lie called him, and said nnto bim, iXow is that I bear this of thee r 
ciyeaii accoqdt or thy stewardsbip ; fqr tboo m^yett be no longer steward, 
^lien the steward said witk^io himself^ What shall 1 do ? for ray If0r4 
Viketb away frqni ofe the ste wardship ; I cannot dig ; to beg I am a»ii«nie.d» 
I am resolved what to do, fhat wken 1 ^m put out of the stewardship« 

Ky may receive me into their honses. So he called every one of bia 
fa's del^tprs unto fain) |nd said to the first how moch owe»t thou nnla 
my lord ? AQd he s^idV jf^n h'qndjre^ measures of oil.- And he said uni« 
JbifDy 'take thy bill, and sit down quickly, and write fifty. Then said be ta 
Mother, And how much owest thop? And he sak!. An hundred measure^ 
inf wheat. And he s^id nntp hiii|y T^ke thy bill, & write four-seore. An4 
tbe LordcomiQended tbe unjust steward, because he had dune widely : for. 
tiie children of this world are Mriser in their generation, than the cbildreii 
of light." The scope of our lord's argument in tlii§ passage, is apparent- 
ly thi^ : as a prudeot thougbt for futurity, and a steady pursuit of thos^ 
ineans which tend tp prevent apprehended evils, thou;;h those means may 
pot be approved as lawful in tijeqiselyes, are suQcient to denominate % 
person wise,>witb what earnest attention, and unremitting applieatien, 
<>ugbt those if^ho have eternity ii| view, to pursue the precepts ot heavenlj 
wisdom* and to make all leaser events subservient to tbe greater end of 
obtaming eternal happiness: And I say nnto you, added our great Iter 
deemer, make to yourselves fjnends of tbe mammon of onrjghteonsness.j 
that, when ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations. 

The Pharisees, wbose hearts were set upon the things of this worlds 
ftnd who had but very feeble and pontractea views of eternal things, de; 
Tided this doctrine of our great lledeemer ; but be after giving them a 
reasonable reproof, produce^ by a striking and roost remarkable parabkf| 
to shew tbe vanity of riches* and the vt^t importance of eternal things i 
There was, said he, ^. certain rich man, which was clothed in purple an J 
fine linhen and fared sumptuoi|sIy every day. And there wm a certain 
beggar nanied Las^ariys, which was laid at bis gate, full of sores, and do- 
firing to be fed with the oronabs which fell from the rich man's table ; 
Ifioreover the dogs canie and licked bis sores. And it caifie to pas^tbaf 
ibe besgardied, and was carried by the angels. into Abraham's bosom.; 
the ricn man also died, and was buried ; and in bell he lifted op his eyes, 
being in torments, and seeth Abraham niar off, and Laser us in his bosom* 
And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy an me, and send 
Lsisaros, that bo may dip the tip of bis finger in water, and cool m| 
tongue; fori am tormented in this flame. But Abrahani said^ Son,jer 
iqeinber that tboo, in thy life time receivodst thy good tbings, and likewisn 
IJazarus evil things : bnt now be is con^forted and thou art tormented. 
^pd beside ajl this between ns and yon, there is a great gi^ph fixed : so 
that they which woqld pass from hence to you cannot : neither can tb^ 
pass. to ns, that would come from thence. Then he said, 1 pray thee, 
therefore, father, that thou wouldst send him to my father's bouse ; for 1 
Imlvo five brethren ; that lie may testify unto them, lest tbev also come into 
f&s^ place f>f torfl!}ent. Abridiam j»itb nolo bim^ tbe| have Moses an^ 
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tbe propheto ; let Ifaem betr them. And be Mud, Nay, fatlier AbnluwJf 
bqt if one weot onto them from the dead, they will repent. And he mm 
mto him. If they heu> not Moies tnd the prophet^ neither will they l^ 
nersnaded, though one/tise from the dead. ^ 

This parable is the most awful and alarming, and the most follj dif^ 
iQonstrative of the ifnmortality of the soul* and it^s es^istence in a iep«nite 
lil^te, of any we iqeet With in the sacred volnma : the imagecy ii so bear'* 
IqI, and it ia draif n in toch li?ely coloars, that it has rather been tool 
upon as an hi^PCl than a parable in all ages of the charch ; many of 
inostaffoeting, ite most awfpl and irojportant lessons may be learned fsoi^ 
ft, and sneh sentiments are here di>pl<^yedy as ^re not to be foiipd iq aifly 
<|ther part of the gospel. 

In the first place, we may learn the shortness and nqcertainty of thiy 
present state, and how little the attainment of vast possessions, in Uni 
world, conduces to the best interest of mankind. We have here held optisi- 
#iir view, a rich iqan in all the grandeur, glory, and profusion of oppf{ 
lenoe, surroonded with all the honours, and partaking or all tbe plcMOni 
whieh earth can ^ive : *" The rich man's wealth,** the wisest of men fa^ 
forms ns, ** is his strong city : ^nd as an high w'all in his own coBceil.^ 
iThe rich man thinks that ms fiehes entitle him to every faoyoour, ^nd t^ 
l9|e participation of eveiy thin^ which can be enjoyed : but how is be palfH 
«d to find lumself aiost deplorably mistaken, when the mind, satiated wSj^ 
enjoyment, and suifeited with pleasure, grows sick of delight : amidst thi^ 
«bnndahce -of riches, t(ie soul starves,t >^ Cods nothing that is consiatfti^ 
with it*s spiritual nature, end would pine for want of io)ii enjoyment % 
the poksession of a whole material world, ^ .it 

But how short and uncertain are those sickly jogfSy those sorfeitiog phM^ 
cures which the rich man is able to partake of : The ridi man, we aro iu 
fbrmed, died and was buried. The pomp and pageantry, the luxury ao^ 
tfi the consequence in the world which riches give the possessor, will, nfft 
enable him to face the great king of terrors, Oeath : and as the otpMM^ 




blaek and horrid with guilt, trembles at tbe approach of the eternal world, 
snd with vast amaasement and terror strives to evade the awful stroke, bnl 
mil in vain; ^' there is no discharge in that war:'* the case admits of no 
refasal or delay : the nnhappy mortal falls, and all that his riches can dOij 
is only to carry him with prodigious pomp and splendour to the grave* 

From this awful and affecting parable, we likewise learn the state of the 
^ad, end the capacity of the separated soul to receive happiness or mtse* 
ry before the resurrection of the body ; " Tbe rich man died and we:s M 
ried,** we are informed, and what then f IMd he enter into rest, or did he 
remain in a state of insensibility until the day of resorrectfoo ? Neither 
«rf these ; but " in hell he lifted up bis eyes." The unhappy mortaPs plei^ 
tares and sensual gratifications are all past ; and now, all naked, defisnee- 
less, and forlorn, he falls headlong into the depths of misery and woe : the 
black regions of horror and deipair arc now his portion ; be lies in ints-i 
pressible torments, and amidst these fiery regions, sees nothing bat what 
tends to increase and aggravate his woes : ** He lifted up his eyes bdnclii 
tormenls« and seeth Ahridiam afar off. and Lasams in his bosom." Thm 
poor bei^gtr that lay at his gate all covered with sores, died and was bv- 
ried, and in the dust lost all his meanness, and was equal to the rieheit 
man on earth ; there is no pre-eminence in the grave ; *' tor the small 
sind great ace there, and lh(^ servant is free from his master.*' But how 
great the difference between the poorest s^nt and the richest sinner i 
I^azarus at his death, was carried by Angels into Abraham's bosom, wirili* 
the rich man descended into bell, and lifted up his eyes in tornaot. 
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^.'flmi tuiyiii|( ivprimanded the Pbariiees, he took occuiot^ to mak off 
&ifi«ntB tncl bffences, described theiir evil nature, and their dreamt punv^ 
tahment : '' It is impossible, said he, bdt that offences will come: but wos 
vnto Urn through whom thcj come. It were better for him that a milk* 
stone were hanged about his neck, and he ctfst into the seat, than that b* 
■hodld offend one of these little ones.'' 

Dor Lord spake also agunsi a qjaarrelsome tcAiper 16 his tervants, eipe* 
dally in the ministers abd teachers of religion, prescribed a seasonable anil 
bradent reprehension of the fault, accompanied with forgiveness on Iho 
fjm of the person injured, as the b^st riieahs of disarming the temptation* 
that may arise from thence: '*Take heed to yourselv'es: if thy brother 
trespass against thee, rebuke him ; and if lie repent, forgive bim. And iC 
he trespass against thee seVen times in a day, and seteo times in a day rmi 
to thee, saying, I repent ; thou shalt forgive him. 

This discourse on forgiveness* uttered at a time ^hen the Pliarisees ha^ 
just upbraided him, by calling him a faise teacher, sufficiently prolres how 
truly he forgave them all the personal injuries they had committed against 
him ; and should be a powenul recommendation of that amiable virtue, 
the forgiveness of iojuriesb 

However beautiful these discooffses of our Saviour appear, when exanfrf 
ined with attention, they seem to have staggered the mith of his dlsclpleft 
and followers; periiaps they still imagined, that he would shortly erect it 
temporal kingdom, and distribute among them the rewards they expeeted 
for their services. If so they might well desire their iMaster to ** increase 
their faith :'' as discourses like these had a very different tendency from 
what might naturally have been expected from one who was going to es* 
tablish the throne of David, and extend his sceptre over ail the kingdom* 
of the earth ; but however this may be, ouc Saviour told them, that if tbeyr 
had the smallest degree of true faith^ it would be sufficient for overcoming 
all temptations, even those which seem as difficult to be conquered as the 
plucking up Irtes and planting them in the ocean : ^ If ye had faith as a 
grain of musiaid seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree. Be thoa 
plucked up by the root, and bo thou planted in the sea, and it shaU obey 
you." Luke xvii. 6. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

TJ^ Sickness and Death of Lazarus : Jesus receives an ^cemtnt dUrt' 
of : and^ in his way to Bethany ^ he heais ten Lepers in a tillage of 
Samaria : He arrives at Bethany^ and raiseth Lazarus to Life^ afte^ 
he had been dead fowr Days: Many Jews heiieve: The Pharisees 
hold a Council against J kbvs : Caiphas prophtsieth : Jbsvs retiretk 
to Ephraim^ a city on the Borders of the Wilderness, where he shew* 
tth the spirHwtl Nature of the Kingdom of God^foreteJhth the Destruo 
tion of the Jewish State^ and instmcteth his Disciples concerning the 
Coming of the Son of Man, Jrsus delivers the Farahle of the tinj%ut 
Judge and the importunate Widow^ and that of the Pharisee and Mar 
Publican : He answereth the Question of the Pharisee concerning Dt< 
.varces : lie receiveth t/ie little Children viith Tenderness, that tverd 
brought unto him, and blcsseth them, 

SHORTLY after our blessed Saviour had finished these discoursea, 
•M of hit fdtndsj named Lasarus, fell sick at Bethany a village about twe 
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miles from Jerusalem, bot at a great distaDce from the country bejbnd 
Jordan, where Jksus was now preaching the gospel. The sistera ol 
LazahiSt finding his sickness was of a dangerous kind, thought proper f^ 
send an aiccoant of it to Jesus ; being tirmly persuaded, that be who bad 
cored so many strangers, weald readily come and give health to oM 
whom hfe loved in so tender a manner : ** Lord,'* said they, ** behold M 
whom thou lovedt is sick :" they did not add come down and heal hfm, 
make h^ste and save h*m from the grave ; it was buflicient for them M 
propose their necessities to theii' Lord, who was able and willing to belj^ 
them in their distress. , . ^ ' 

** When Jesui heard that, lie said this sickness is not iintd death :" word! 
which were doubtless carried to Martha and Mary and must strangely snr^ 
prise them, and ex'-rcise both their's and his disciple's faith ; since it fly 
probable, that l)*ifcre the mtfssf*i]fgcr arrived at Bethany, Lasarus had esc« 
pired. Soon after, Jesus positively addared his disciples that Lazaras wnl 
dead; ... 

7't. Lake in the b^ginnitist of his aircoimt^ tells as, thait Jcsirif loveA 
if^rlha, and her sister, and [jazarus ; and that after he had received tlio 
nivsHflge, he abode two days in the same place where he was. Hia design 
}p this might be to insinuate, that his lingering so long after the messagef 
Came, did not proceed from a want of concern for his friends, but happen<^ 
(xl according to the counsels of hrs own wisdom ; for the length of tim#. 
Ivh'ch Lasarus lay in the grave, pnt hii death beyond all possibility of 
doubt, removed every saspiciori of frauds aifd consequently afforded J esuiI 
% fit oiiportunit^ of m^playing the love he bor6 to Lazarus; as well as- bf# 
own afmii^hty power, in his iihdoubted resufredtion from the' dead. HSi 
S].^terd, indeed,' were by this means kept a while in painful anxiety, on te^ 
count df their brother's life, and at last pierced by the sorrow of seein# 
him die : yet they must surely think themselves abOndantly recompieneoo, 
by the evidence accruing to the go^jpel from this astonishing miracle, atf 
tvell ashy the inexpressible surprise of joy they felt, when they agam had 
their brother restored from the dead. 

At the expiration of two days, J KSud' said to fils disciples, ^'fjeta's g^ 
into Jttdea again," John xi. 7. His disciples were astonished atithis pfo^ 
poSal, and the recollection of his late danger in that country adarmea 
them : '* Master," said they, *^ the Jews of late thonght to stone thee ; and 

Soest thou thither again ?'^ Wilt thou hazard thy life amOTigst those who 
esired nothing more than to find an opportunity of killing thee ? '' Jesuff 
answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day"? If any m«n walk in the* 
day he stumble th not, because he seeth the light of this world; bnl^ 
if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no Kght in 
him." ^ . 

' Thus he intended to inform his disciples, that they had no fea^ft* £o fSat' 
seeing his day was apppointed, and the light of the Almighty was in him; 
that he could not stumble nor fall, before the night of bispisssion appfoach>^ 
ed but the night was coming, when no man could work. Jcsds bavfng- 
thus removed their groundless apprehensions, and stren't;thened their faiths 
that he might clearly explain to them the cause of his going into Judes 
again, told them, *' Our friend Lazarus slccpeth ; but I go, that I m^y 
awake him- out of sleep." The disciples nndef standing this discourse fn c 
literal sense, replied, ** Lord, if he sleep he shall do well ;" his Astemper 
is abated, and be in all prol^bility is recovering. It would be, therefore, 
highly unreasonable in us to take tivo days journey only to awake bim 
out of sleep. Thus they covered their fears, and hinted to their Master, 
that it woi'ld Ije fur safer to continue where they were, than to take a hazaiti* 
oos journey into Judea. They were however mistaken ; for the evan- 
gelist informs us, that he '* spake of Ms death, but they thought, that be 
had spoken of taking rest in sleep. Jesus, therefore, to remove ittf 
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)i^bU.'ft«ia fih\n\y lb then, << L^ztnu is det4. Apd.I tan gkd for ywir 
MkeiihU I w«s hot there to;the intent that y on migbt helisve." I am gtadfoir 
ybdr fiik'91 that I was no,t io Jpdt^ .before he died ; for had 1 beeii there, aikd 
mfored him to his liealth, yo^r faith .in nie, as the Messifih,mosil have Waiilb- 
ed the ^reat eonfirmatjipn it shall ooW receive, by your beholdiiig lue liiie 
Uw tbuS' miraettlousiy froo^ tl^e dead^ ... 

Jbsuj Christ haviiig thai given his disaplcs a proof .of his cliVine. 
kiidwledge» 4|id of t]|e designs of Providence, in the death of LasarOs, ad* 
ifd,/' Nevertheless let us go onto him.'* Thus ,Jissus|, who coufd hav# 
fiised La^uif without 6|^eoing hi's lips, or rising from hfs sttat, I'eAves thi#. 
place of retirement beyond Jordan, and t^es a long journey into Judea^ 
where the Jews lately attempted to kill him ;. because his ueing presedt • 
in person^ tnd raisjng Laiearpl again to life, before so many witnesses ilb 
Bethany, where be died, and waji sq well known> .would be the meant 
of bringing ^he men of that, and the future ages, to beGeve m bis doctrine' 
90 well fitted to preiWre them for ^ resurrection to eternal life ; an admi*; 
rable proof,, as an er^blem of w hich, he gave them in this^ miracle. . 
. , Our ijord having thus aecjareii his resolution of returning into JTudea, ant 
Thomas isonceiving nothing leii.than destruction from such a journey, yet« 
iIAwilling. to forsake hisMakteir, said, '' Let us alsoj^o that we maydi^ 
With him;'* , L^t umot for«ake .our Master in this 4a^geroiis journey, hnt . 
lMicompany..him to Judeji, that if the Jfews, whose inveteracy t^e are n^ 
)jl^ainted wjth, should ttd;e away his life,, we may also die ^^^^^ 
f ffhiia joprney being thus revived oh, Jcsujs departed with his di^cipTef^' 
4nd in hi^ way to Belhanyv passed through Samaria and Galilee: '\An/^ 
M he entered into a certaj|d village, there met hini ten. 'men that ^etr ^ 
lepers, which stood afar off; and they lifted up their Voices, *Vak 
said, .Jesus,. Master^ have mercy oh ds. . And when he nw them, his 'gai^ 
imito them. Go shew yoiir»elves , unto the priest's. An4 it c4m'e l^ "^pass^ 
that as they we'nt^ they werie cleansed." Luke xvli, 12. &c. 

One pf th(Bsis miserable objcct$, was a native of Uie countnr, wQf i per<« 
celvin^ that his cure was complejbed, came back praiiting God br ifaii 
jgreat niercy he .had received ; .he (la^ before kept at a distance foom cor 
3aviour,.biit being now s'eibsihle that be was entirely clean; anprrjached 
bis benefactoir, that all might have an opportunity, of beholding the miracle, 
j»nd fell on bis face at his feet thanking him in the most hnim>le manner, 
fpr his condesciension iii pealing him of so terrible a disease. Ji^buB;, in or* 
4er to intimate^ that those who were enlightened with the knowledge of 
the truth, ought at least, to hs^ve shewn as great a sense of piety and gratr 
itude as this Samaritan, aaked^ ** were there hot ten cleaniifed. but wber* 
«re the nine ? There are not founa to give glory to 6od, save this 

alranger." »....„, ! 

Our Saviour and his disciptes iiow continued th^r.jootj^ey towards Beth* 
liny, where he was informed by some of, the inhabitants of that vlllagn 
that Lafa^iis was not only aead, as he had foretqjd, bat had now laia ia 
ilie grave four days. The afflicted sisters .were overwhelmed with sor<9 
row ; so that many of the Jews canie from Jerbsafeaiy to comf9f|t,ti)em^ oq 



formea ot nis approacp, went out and met him„ but Mary who was of % 
more sedate and conteropkitive disposition, sat still in the hpuse. Jifo 
tbdber wa^ she. come into the presence of Jcsvs, than, i^ excels of gpef 
she t^ciir^ forth lier complaint : *' Lord," sftid she, ** if thou hadst Eeott 
here niy brother bad not died.'' .If thtm hadst complied with the mes- 
sage we sent thee, I well know that thy interest from heaven had pre- 
vuled, my brother had been cdred of his disease, and d^ven4 foot MlQ 
4Mii chambers of deatb. 
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Martba eiiterUlned tn high opinion of oar S irionr'f power ; ihe biilUl^ 
cd thai death did not dtre to approach bit presence ; and com eqaen^ 
if Jesus had arrived at Bethany before her brother^s distolotion, beb|w 
not fallen a victim to the king of terrors ; but imagined, it was noliii Mi 
power to heal the sick at a distance, though, at the same time,, she seeni* 
•d to hs?e some dark and imperfect hopes, that odr blessed Lord Wonld 
still do something ^or her ; '* But l know," said she, *^ that even nosr» 
whatsoever thoa wilt ask of Gpd, God, Will give it thee." She thoog^ 
that JESt7s coold obtain whatsoever he desired by prayer; and ibefefofc^- 
M not foond her hopes on his power, but on the power of God, tbroogh 
bis intercession. She doubtless knev^, that the great Redeemer of man* 
kind had raised the daughter of Jarius,and the ^dotv's son of Nain,.froni 
the dead ; but seems to have considered ber brother^s resurrection as 
much more difficult, because he had been lohger dfead. 

Bat our blessed Saviour, who was willing to encourage this imperfect 
faith of iiffaftha's, answered, ''Thy brother shall ri^ef agaih.'^ As thesaj 
words were delivered in An indefinite sense, with regard to time, Marth» 
vnderstood them only as an argument of consolation drawn from the gen* 
cral resurrection, and accordingly answered, '^ I know that he shall rise 
again at the resurrection at the last day." She was firmly persuaded . of 
that important article of the Christian faith, '*' the resurrection of tiiet 
dead ;^ at which important hour she believed her brother would rise 
Ironi the chambers pf the dn^. And here she seems to have teribinated 
«ll, her hope^, not thinking thsit the son 0/ God would new call her broth- 
er (Vom the sleep of death. Jesus, therefore to instruct her in this great 
truth, replied, ** I am the resurrection, and the life." 1 am the authof 
<)f (be resurrection, the fountain and giver of that life th^ shall (hen re- 
ceive ; and therefore cain with the same ease, raise the dead now as at the 
last day : •* He that t>elieveth, though he were dead, yet shall he live : 
fend whosoever tiveth and believeth in mie, shall never die. Believeth thou 
this ?•* To which Martha answered, *' Yea Lord ; I believe Chat thour 
frt the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world." I 
believe that thou art the true Messiah, so long promised by the prophets^ 
and therefore believe tboo art capable of performing, by thy power, ^very 
thing -thou art pleased to undertake. 

She now seemed to entertain somo confused e^epectations of her. broth- 
er's immediate resurrection ; and leaving Jesus in the field, ran and called 
tier sister, according to his order, being willing that both Mary and her 
^rofpatiions should be witnesses of this great miracle. - 

Mary accordingly, no sooner heard that Jesus ws^ come, than she 
immediately left her Jewish comforters, who only increased^ the #eight of 
fier grief, and flew to her Saviour : and the Jews, who suspected she was 
going to weep oi^r the grave of her brother, followed her to that great 
j^ropbef. who was going to remove all her sorrows. Thus the Jews whiv 
came from Jerusalem to eomfort the two mournful sisters. Were brought 
to the grave ef Lazarus, and made witnesses of his resurrection. 

Mar^ having approached the great ftedeemer of mankind, fell ^ostrate 
at his leet, and in a flood of tears poured out her complaint, '^ Lord* if 
thou hadst been here, my brother had not died." No wondei' Ihe compas- 
sionate JesiUs was moved at so affecting a scene ; on this side stood Mar- 
tha pouring forth a flood of tears, at his feet lay the affectionate Mary 
weeping and lamenting her dear departed brother ; while the Jews who 
came to comfort the afJSicCed sisters, unable to confine their grief, joined 
the solemn mourning, and mixing their friendly tears in witness of their 
love for the departed Lazarus, and in testimony to the justice of the sisters 
snef, for the loss of so amiable, so deserving a brother. Jesus could' not 
behold the affliction of the sisters and their friends, without having a share 
10 it himself; his heart was melted at the moamfat scene, '' he grotoed in 
JrH, «od was troubledi." 
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Hftwever to keep them no longer in suspence, be niked them, vrher« 
ifiiey hed buried Lazarus ; not that lie was igoorant where the body of 
(he deceased was laid ; he who knew that he was dead, when ip far di%- 
fant from him, aqd conld raise him up by a single word, most know 
where his remains were deposited ; to which they answered, '' Lord, cOme 
^d see." The Son of Go4, now to proye that he was not only God, but 
§ most compassionate roan, and to shew ])s the tender affectioni of a bn- 
inan heart, when kept in due bounds ; that friendly sorrow, when not 
immoderate and directed to proper ends, is consistent with the highest 
aanctity of the son), joined in the general mourning ; he weep, even at 
the time he was going to give the most ample proof of hii almighty 
power. 

Thus the Jews were convinced that be loved Lazarus exceedingly ; but 
iome of theni interpreted this circumstance to his disadvantage : for ac* 
wording to their mean way of judging, they fancied he.had suffered him to 
fall by the stroke of death, for no other reason in the world, but for want 
ofpower to rescue him. And thinking the miracle, said to have been 
wrooght on the blind man at the fea«t of taberuacles, at least as difficult as 
the coring an acut^ distemper, Ihey called the former in question, be« 
cause the latter had been neglected: <* Could not ihis man,'' said they. 
*' which opened the eyes of the blind, liave caqsed that even this man 
ahoul^ not have died ?" 

But Jrsus took no notice of these questions ; but grieving at the hard« 
oess of their hearts, and blindness of their infidelity, groaned again within 
himseifi as he walked towards the atepul<^re of the ^ad. At his coming 
to the grave, he said, *^ Ta.ke ye away the stone." To which A(irtha an« 
•wered, '* Lord, by this time he stiokeih. ; for he has been dead four 
days:" or as the passage may be better rendered, hath lain in the grave 
four days. She meant to insinuate that; her brother's resurrection was 
not to be expected. Dot Jcsus.gave her a solemn reproof, to teach, her 
that there was nothing impossible with God ; and tha^ the power of the 
Almighty is not to. be circumscribed within the narrow bounds of human 
reason, *' Said I not unto thee^that if tbpu wouldest beliei[e, thoa ^oald« 
est see the glory of God ?" 

Martha's objections being thus obviated, she with t,he rest, waited the 
great event in silence ; and in pursuance of the command of the Son of 
&od, took away the stonefrom the plai^ where the dead wa&,laid. Jesus 
}lad, on many occasions, publicly appealed, to. his own. miracles, as the 
proofs of his mission, though he did not make a formal address to the fa- 
ther before he worked this miracle ; bn.t being now to raise Lazarus from 
the dead, he prayed for his resurrection, to convince the spectators that it 
could liot be effected^ without an iminediate interposition of the divine. 

rower : *^ Father," said he, '' 1 thank thee that thou hast -beard me ; and 
know that thou hearest me always.; biit because of the people that stand 
by 1 said- it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me : 1 entertain no 
doubt of thy empowering me to.do Ibia. miracle, and therefore, did not pray 
for my own sake ; 1 well knew that thou.hearest me always ; 1 prayea for 
the sake of the people, to convince them that thoo lovest me, hast sent me, 
and art continually owning the work I am come to do." 

Having returned thanks to his Father, for this opportunity of displavinz 
Bis glory, '* He cried with aloud voice, Lazarus, come forth." This loud 
end efficacious call of the Son of Grod, awakened the dead ; the breathless 
clay was instantly re-animated, and he who had lain four days in the cham« 
bers of the tomb, obeyed immediately the powerful sound : ''and he that 
was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave clotht; and his. face 
was bound about with a napkin : Jesus saith unto thejA loose him and let 
kirn go." It wonld have been the least part of the miracle, had JEtuf , 
Ifj hiapowerfiil word, ooleo^ the napldns wherewitb^^Mwros was bound ;, 
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M ha broQglit him oat in the lame manner that he was \fjig. mnd orieraft 
the fpectalors to loose him, that tbej might be better eontinced of the mfc-. 
•tie : thej had the falieat evidtnce both ot his d^th and resorrcction. As 
on the other band, the manner in which he was swathed, must toon have 
killed him* bad he been alire when buried ; and consequently demon^a^ 
ted, beyond ait exception, that Lazarus had been dead several dajs, before 
Jesus' called him again, to life. Besides, in stripping him, the honen, of- 
fered both to their eyes and smell, abondant proofs of his pntrifacMon f and 
hy that means, vonvinced them that he had not been in a trance, but was 
really dead ; on the other hand, by his lively countenance appearing, when 
the napicio was removed, his fresh colour, and his active vigoor, ihqt 
who came near and handled him, must be convinced, that he was in per*. 
hct health, and had an opportunity of proving the troth of the miracle, by- 
the closest examination. There is something extremely beaotifoi in our 
Lord** behaviour on this occasion ; he did not otter one upbraiding woid, 
either to the doubling sisters, or the maiicions Jews, nor did be let fall one 
word of trioaiph or exultation : *' Loose him, and let him go," were the 
only words we have recorded ; he was on this, as all other occasions , con- 
sistent with himse!f, a pattern of perfect humility and self denial. 

Such WAS the blessed work wrought by the Son of God at Bethany* 
And in the resurrection of i^zarus. thus corr opted, and thus raised by the 
powerful call of Jmsl'S, we have a striking emblem^ and a glorious farnait 
cf the resurrection of our bodies from the grave at the last day ; when the 
same powerful mandate, which spoke Lazarus azain into being, sball col- 
lect th^ scattered particles of our bodies, and raise them to life. 

So astonishing a miracleji performed in the neighbourhood of Jenis&leiv*. 
before a multitucle of spectators, nxany of them his enemies, could not fiiil 
of being the topic of common conversation, and of producing dif&ren^ 
effects upon different persons. Many believed that Jescs coold be no^ 
other than the Messiah so long promised ; while others who atill ex- 
pected a > mporal prince, and therefore unwilling to acknowledge bim.thr 
their Sav ur. were filled with indignation, particularly the chief priestsand 
ciders. Rot this miracle, as well as all the rest he had wrought in confir- 
nation of his mission, was too evident to be denied ; and therefore, they 
pretended that his whole intention was to establish a new sect in religion 
which would endanger both their church and nation ; '' Then gathered the 
chief priests and the Pharisees a counsel, and suH, What do we ? for this, 
man doth many miracles. If we let him thus alone, all men will believe 
on him ; and the Romans shall come and take away both our place ^nd 
nation." 

The common people astonished at his niiracles, will, if we do not 
take car-e to prevent it, certainly set him iip for tlie A{essiah ; and the 
Romans, onder pretence of ^ rebellion, will deprive ns both of onr liberty 
and religion. Accoringly, they came to a resolution to pot hiin to 
death : this resolution was not, however, unanimous ; for Nicodemas, Jo- 
seph of Arimathea, and other disciples of our Saviour, then membeira of 
the cooRCil, ur^ed the injustice of what thy proposed to do, from the 
consideration of his miracles and innocence : but Caiapbas the high priest, 
from a principle of bcman policy, told them, that the nature of govern- 
ment often required certain acts of injustice, in. order to procnce the safe- 
ty of the sUte : Ye know nothing at kll, nor consider that it is expedient 
lor OS, that one man shouki die for the people, and that the whole natm 
perish not. 

The council now having determined to put Jesus to death, deliberate^ 
for the future, only upon the best methods of elTecting ii ; and in^ aft 
likelihood, agreed to issue a proclamation, promisini; a reward to «ny 

Esrson who would deliver him into their hands. For this raason, ofl^ 
essed Saviour did not now go up tojerv^s^lem, theugh he wm withs;^ 
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two nilei of ft ; bat retariwd to Ephraini, m city on the borders of tbo 
wil^nett, where be abode with his dlicipilefl, being nnwilKngto go to«. 
^r into Ihe qonntry, beca^ae the pa&SQTer, ^t which be w«a to. f uffer, was 
•t hand. 

^ While oar Lord ibode in Ephraiini the Pharliees asked hjin, whien the 
kiDgdom of the Messiakrwas to begin. We hi^ve more thap once observe^ 
that the Jews had very grand ideai of the kingdom they ei^peeted thia 
great Son of David woold estabJish, the number of bit snbjects, the 
strength of his armies, aad the pomp an4 niagnificence of his covert. It 
is therefore no wonder, that they were ve^y desirous of having that em- 
pire speedily erected : but our Savionr, to correct this mistaken notion, 
told them, that the Messiah's kingdom did not consist in any external 
pomp of government, erected in some particular cois^try, b^ the terror of 
Arms, and desolation of war ; but in the subjection of t;he minds of men, 
and in rendering them conformable to the la,ws of the Alm.ighly, whicb 
was to beeflected by a new dispensation of religion, an4 this dispensation 
T/as already begun. It was therefore needless for them to seek in this or 
that place for the kingdom of God, as it had been already preached among 
them .by Cbrist and bis apostles, and confirmed by innumerable mira- 
cles : ^' The kingdom of God,*' said h?, *' cometh pot with observation : 
neither shall they say, Lo here ! or, Lo there ! for, behold, th,^ kingdom 
of God is within' you." I^uke xvii. 20, &c. 

Soon after speaking these words to the Pharisees, he addressed himself 
to his disciples, and in the bearing of the people, prophesied the destroc- 
tion of the Jewish state : whose constitution, both religions and civil, was 
the chief diifieuly that opposed the erection of his kingdom: but because 
love and compassion were^eminent part»of our Saviour's temper, he men- 
tioned that cfreadful catastrophe in such a manner, as might tend to the 
reformation and prallt of his bearers. He informed them, that the 
prelude to this final destruction would be an i^iiversal distress ; when thry 
should passionately wish for the personal presence of the Messiah to com- 
fort Ihem^ but would be denied their request : The days will come^ 
when ye shall desire to see one of the day^ of the Son of man, and ye shall 
not see it. lie next cautioned them against deceiversi^ which in this time 
of affliction, would endeavour to draw the people after them, in order 
to support their own power : *' And they shall say to you, See hera : or, 
lee there : go not after them, nor follow them. For as the lightening that 
lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, and shineth unto the other 
part under heaven ; so shall also the Son of man be in. his day. But 
first roust he suffer many things, and be rmcted of his generation : 

Rut the coming of the Son of man shall be sudden and unexpected : 
'be will come in bis own strength, and with great power ; he wiH throw 
tdown all opposition, destroy his enemies mrith swift destruction, aod. estab- 
lish his religion and government in a great part of the world, as suddenly as 
lightening darts from one part of the heaven to the other : bqt before 
these things come to pass, hie roust suffer many things, and. be rejected of 
this generation. 

And, notwithstandliog this sudden destruction and caJamity that wes 
to overwhelm the Jews, he told them their stupidity would be like tha^ of 
Ihe old world, at the time of the deluge, or that of Sodom before the city 
was destroyed : ** And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also, in 
the days ot the Son of man. They did pat, they drank* they married 
wives ^ they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into 
the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. Likewise also at it 
was in the days of Lot ; they did eat, they drank, they booght, they sold, 
Ihey planted, they builded: but the same day that Lot went out of Sod<yn, 
It rained fire and brimstone from Heaven, and destroyed them all. Even 
- Hm ibaU it b? in tbie day when the Son of man is revealed. Vtw.VVA ^^'l* 
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lie mladi OM U Upon the boue-top, wai hm rtrnffia kif kme, hktts 
not eome dowa to caks it a'liraj : aad ke chat ia is tli« fidi. Ink hini [ili»* 
wise ool r^arn back. Remember Lec*A wife." 

A better example tkan tbat of Lot*s wife cooid not hp^fie .^«i 
prodoeed : for if any of his hearen, tfaroogli iMaoienls lp.ro of Ihii, 
world, tboutd be preraiM oo,' in order lo aaiMf ibeir so>di» oftortMf 
were admoniihed from hearen of tbeir dasger, bf tko migBm wbieh pnif» 
noMicalcd Che de^tractioo of Jerusalem ; or if any of tlmm, tbroogb waafe 
•f faith, tfhoald thick, that the calamities predicted to Ml oa the ^atjao, 
wbnld flot be either so great or soddeo as be bad deciaredf and ^d MK* 
use the precaution of a spaed j flifcht ; they might behold in Lol'a arifo m^ 
example both of their 1*9, aod of their panishoent : Im added Ihafc tboas. 
who eodeaTOnrcd to sare their lives, bj dying ieto the city, shocld owet 
the destmctioq they were endearo^iring to avoid ; whereas thoao who nr 
tired into the ppen towns and defcncele-s villages, should be aafe: 
** Whosoever shall seek to save his life, shall lose it ; and wfaosoever loss. 
iiis life shall preserve it " 

Oorbteis«i Lord, after ntaking these predictions, apaho Iho foUowiag 
parable, in order to excite them to a constant perseverance in |Miycr» 
«nd not to be so weary and fr^at in their minds, as to neglect this neeesst*' 
rydaty. 

There was in this city, ss.id onr Lord, a jndge, who, hdng governed by 
ntheistica! principles, had no regard to the precepts of religion ;' and, be- 
ing very powerfol. did not regard what was said of him by man : so that 
all his decisioiis were inflaenced merely by passion or intereit In the 
same city was also a widow, who having no friends to assist her, was ab* 
aolatety unable to defend herseU' from injories, or procure redress for aiigf 
she had received. In this depIoraUe sitoation, she had recovae to As 
unjo&t jad{;e, in order to obtain satisfaction for some oppressive wreog 
she had lately received : bat the jadge was so abindoned to pKe^sare, that 
be refused, for a time, to Ksten to her reqaest ; he wonld not give bimself 
the trouble to examine her case, thongh the crying injustice pleaded so 
powerfolly for this distressed wido«v. She was not however, intimidated 
by his refusal ; she iocessantiy importoned him, till, by repeated rapcesca* 
tations of her distress, ishe fiiled his mind with snch displeasing ideas, thst 
be wai cbfigcd to do her jostice, merely to free himself from her iraports- 
nity : ** Though," said he to himself, '^ 1 fear not God, nor regard bhui ; 
yet, becaiase this widow troubleth me, 1 will avenge her ; lest, by her c^-. 
tinnal coming, she weary me.'* 

The sentiment, conveyed by our blessed Lord in this parable, isi fpiiy. 
beaatifu! ; we hence learn, that the cries of the aCBicted vrili, hf Imn^ia- 
ceasantly repeated, make an impression, even on the itony. hearts of.wiCk* 
ed men, who glory in their impiety and laogfa at all Uie preeepta of insti ce, 
virtue, and religion ; and, therefore, cannot fail of being Tegarded(:fay. Ibei 
tienevolent Fatbtfr of Hhe universe, who will listen to the petitiooeM. iu^ 
faithful servants, and poor on them the oboioest of his blessingap *<.iiMr," 
aud our gracious Lord, '* what the unjast judge saith. And sbaH na^Qod 




perfections of men, to illustrate the superior and infinite perfectioBanf4bs. 
Almighty were often made use of by the blessed Jesds, and withrginat 
auccess in working the conviction designed. It wu indeed hardly pnsii* 
ble to withstand such powerful appeals ; they force their way directly^ into 
snen's hearts, bear down all opposition, and make a huting impcessionoB 
men's minds. 

Our blessed Lord having thus enforced the duty of prayer. Hi tiriaeK- 
•pressife paraUe, asked the following apposite foertion, ••Nercrtbeleili 
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my Mfiond copiingfihoA^lJb 
ftoioDg Hie childii^D of naeath^re u retspn to caipect? Will Qot most ot 
them befoohd to lute abMid^nj^H the faith, and tvantoiilly a^« ** Whore » 
the '.promise of Ills cooiiiig?'' ., 

Our Lord hsnoe delivered ihei^ di^toiirie^, who Wf i;e nghl^iit.hi their 
^mn coDceitj and dupbed elheisi : hot m tbeie part{cj^r» are better it^s« 
tnUed bjF Iheir of^poaitaiu be placed Uus ebaraeter.of tliU «p^ei| of meni ir 
4Sfipo8itioa to tfaoteof the faiiinbl6# 4^nbiDg the rece^dH^ e^ch clau mii 
WM trohi the Almighty* in the parable df the Phariiee add publican, irlifli 
#ent np together to. the temple at ,th<i tim6 vheo the i|«6nfice was QfSmi^ 
Udireei their petitbns to the <3od of (beitfath^nl. 

The PfmHsee, having a ^reat opinrion 6f . his o^n flgliteoa^^es^ ^nfc 
far inio the cooit of the temple, that he tei^ht be ais near ^he p|iM» of tfm 
divine residence as possible ; here he offered his prayer^ giving God thei 
maiae of his soppoaed righteonsness i and had h^ been poisessed of any* 
he would hiive acted preperly :>* God,'' said he/' 1 tbanK.thee* thai I ana 
not ail other men are. extcictioRerty nnjost, adnlterers, or even as this 

eiUiean. 1 fast twice in. a week, 1 give tithe^s of a'J tbat 1 possess.^' 
aving ihiu commended himself to God, he wrapped himself fip in hie 
own righteousness, and gave the poor publican a tcprnful look, .walked 
awav^ perhaps to transgress some of the weighty matters fof the law» 
jodgment, justice, and tfulb, and to devour the houses of .dislj^essed wid-« 
ows and helpless orphans. But how diiferent was the behavip.grof ll^Q 
hnihble poUiean I Impressed with a deep sense of lii^ owD nni|roirthians» 
be would not even enter the ceurtaof the temple, bet. stapding. afar off',ha 
emote upon his breast, and in the bitterness ef hitf soul earnestly iiqploredl 
the mercy of Omnipotence : << And the publican, standing afar oft woold 
ibot lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote Qp<ni his bre«it» 
saying, God, he merciful to me a sinner." 

Our blessed Lord added, 1 tell you, however ye may ji^ge from eternal 
Appearances, and whatever preference ye may give to this hapgbty Ph^« 
tee ; I, who know aad see the hearty declare unto you, tbi^t the publicaa 
Mined from the temple accepted by his God, and blessed with t,he loeri^ 
#hich he implored, while the proud Pharisee was disregarded. 

The preient parable sufficiently indicates, that all the son» of men stand 
in need of mercy ; both the strict Pharisee and the despised publican^ 
trith the whole- race of mankind, are sinners ; and consequently all mnslt 
implore pardon of their benevolent Creator ; we must all ascend to Uk» 
temple, and ifiere pour forth our prayers before the thone of grace ; fbr 
there he has promised ever to be p^sent, to grant the petitions of all wh» 
esk . with sincerity and truth. 

These parables wei^espokeir in the town of £phraim ; tnddming oir 
Lord^s continuance Jn that city, the Phaiisees asked hi'm. Whether he 
tboeght H Iswffll for a esan to put away hia wife for evei'y cause ? Our 
Saviour had twice before declared his opinion qf this particular,, once io 
OaHlee, and onoe in -Perea : it is therefore probable, that the Fhariseee 
isrere not ignorant of his sentiments, and that they asked the question 
then, to find an opportunity of increasing the people against him, well 
Knowing that thie israelitos held ibe liberty which the law gave them ot 
divorcing their wives as one of their chief privileges : bnt however thal.be, 
Jcstrs was far from fearing the popular resentment, and accordingly de« 
•hired the third time against arbitral^ divorcies. The Pharisees tbeif asked 
iim, why they were commanded by Moses to give a writing pf dSvoijce* 
ttient, and to pot .her away ? Insinuating, that Moses was so tender ef thor 
happiness, that he gave them liberty of putting away their i^ives, when thej 
■Mr •evasion. IV'Which Jcaua. auwered, *< £ecau«e pflbe hjirdneis of 
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ysar bewU, M«iei niffered joa to pfat away yobr wilrei ; liot from lit Vti* 
mninc it wib not so :" u ittliitiitM divorces tlrera not ponllttedia iii 
gble of iaooooiee, io ndther ibmll ihiy be Diider the gospel dispeiisatioiC. 

*« And 1 sey onto yoo. Whosoever shall pot away his (vife, ejwepi it be- 
Ibr fohiicatibo, and shaH nlarry another, committeth adaltery : and #boio 
iaarneth her which was pat away, doth commit adaltery. 

At which decisrab the disciples were gri-atly surprised ; and tho«|[h Ibcf 
leld their peace while the Pharisees wbre present, yet tbcf did not fiul ta 
■sk oar Lord the reason on which he fbnnded his determinatioii^ when th^ 
Were tetamed home: V And in the boose his disciples asked faim agMtt w 
th^same matter. And he saitb unto them. Whosoever shall put awa) hit 
wife, and marry another, commUteth adultery against her. And if a wo* 
man shall put away her bnsband, and be matried to another, she comndt* 
tfeth adali«-ry » 

Unlimited divorced being prevalent among tlte Jewi, ga^e gceal bneonr- 
igement to family onarrels, were very destructive of happiness, and hinder- 
ed the education oi their tender offspring ; besides, it greatly tended to. 
make their children lose that re1re^en6e for them which is doe to parent!, 
4s it viras liardly possible for the children to avoid engaging in the qoarraL 
Our Sd%iottr*j prohibition, therefore, of these divorcer is founded oa tbtf 
^mnx^st reasons, and grCatly tends to promote the welfare of society. . 

Our Lord haviiig iii the course Of his ministry, performed inonmenble 
€nres in different parts of the Cdnntry, several persons, thinking ^ perhaps^ 
Chat his power would be as great in preventing as in removing disterapenb 
Brought their children to him, desiring tbat he would pat his hands opoii 
Ihem and Bless them. The disciples, hoM^eferi mistakinf) the intention^ 
l»e re an'isry with the persons, and rebixked them, for endeavoring to glvd' 
Ibis troohle to their master. But Jksus no sooner saw it, than hf Ml 
gfeatly displeased with his diiciplcs, and ordered them not to Under pn* 
leMs from nringiOg their children to b:m: *' SnfFer little children to' oouM. 
onto trie, and forbid them not ; for of such is the kingdom of God." Thai- 
is, the church Aiilitant on e&fth. and tbat triumphant in beaten; ar^ contf- 
posed of persons who resemble little children in humility and aierknaas,*-^ 
Accordingly, taking them op in his arms, he blessol them with hii oinni- 
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CHaf tT deparUfrom Epkraim, dnd^ in his Journty to JenuaUm &y ilk 
watf fjf Jtrico^ Ac instructcth a young Man how to attain eternal iiifi^\ 
mid hom to become pejfect: lie sheweth how hard it teat for A rich- 
man teenier into the Kingdom of God j and promiseth gredt Reaardi. 
io his Disciples, and to all who hdve forsaken ought to follow Aim : 
Am delivers the Parable of the Labourers tcho were hired at differtwt 
Hours to work in the Vineyard: lie foreielleth his own Demth ms^i 
Misurreztion ; and pututh by the ambitious Suit of the Soiu d 
Zebedet. , 

THE time of our (fear l^rd^s parsion drawing nea^ b^ defterled. 
from Epfacaim, and repaired by the Way of Jeiflcho, towards Jerotelem :.fant: 
^fofe be arrived at Jericho, a rofier of the ^y^agog^e came running to hua^ 
and kneeling d'ofrn before him, asked him. '* Good roaster, wbat good thing 
ihall I dO| that I may have eternal life?" Mat. xix. 16. Though tbift 
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TDong ruler pi^iended to 'pay great honor to oar dear tUdeenftr, yet the 
whoh was no more than a piece of hypocrisy : for thoa^h he styled biril 
good, yet he did not believe that^he was sent from God, as sofficientli 
appears from his refusing to pbierye the counsel given himbyjEsus^ 
lior GN9u1d his artfat^ insinuation^ escape the. piercing eye of the grea,t 
Saviour of the world ; M well knew his secret intentions, a.t>d^t^)ie|d t)^ 
inmost recesses of his soul ; and accordingly rebuked him fdr his hypoc^t- 
ical , address, before he answered his question : '* Why callest^ thod ma 
#ood ? Th^re is none jgood but.one, that is Ood." '. But as he tiad de^'red 
.the advice of o^r blessed Saviour, who never refused i^ to any qf the tons 
of men, he readily aniwere^ hi* question, by telling hlnf, that he mi^»(, ob- 
serve all \he moral precepts of the jaW; therb being a necessary co^ncc* 
tfon between . the duties of piet^ towaidi the ^Aln^ighty, and of justice and 
tfemperance towatds- m^n, the latter of which were much more diiQI|cult to 
counterfeit than the former ; *' |f thou wilt enter into life, bee'H the com*' 
iniindments.. ^ Ae saith linto him, Which?. Jesbs saida Thou snaJt do no 
Murder, Thdn shalt iiot>ct>ntmit adollery, Thou shalt not steal', I'houshalt 
not bear false Witiicssj Honour thy father and thy mother ; and^ tliou s\}n\jk 
ibv^.thy neighbour as thyself. The you,ng man s^id unto him, All these 
things have 1 kept from my yodth up : wnat lack f yet P'^ , , 
;' These comniandments were doubtless, understood py the yotrng ruYer^ in 
the vaigne sense put upon th^m by the doctor? and interpreters of the law ; 
and, therefore, the character b§ here gave of- himself might be very just; 
JTdr, tHongfi hp waai farfrohi being a person of true proBUy and virtue, h^ 
inight have appeared, in the sight of men, as a bersoh of a very fair chaK- 
atter; and having maintained that chai'acter,; notwithstanding his gretdK 
riches, he certainly deserved commendatidn ; and th<erefore might be lov^ 
by that benevolent person who left the bosom of his Father, to fedeeni tosj 
inankind : but he was, at the same timf, very jfjiulty with i'ejgard to bi^ Iq^ 
of sensual pleasures, a sin which itiight have escaped even his own obser- 
vation, though it could not esciape the lill- seeing eye of the Son. of Gji^d. 
0ur blessed Saviour, tfier^iTore, \Villliig to mafee hini sensible of this seti^t 
desire of posscsssing the riches of this Worjd, told hiixi, tiiat if he aiihed at 
perfection, he should distribute his possessions amonj; iHe ppor and indigent^ 
abd become his disciple : .'^ if thod wilt be perfect, go and sell that thoii 
hfist, and give to the pooi", and thou shalt have treazture in heaven ; and 
comie and follow liie." . . . ^ .. 

The young ifnan did riot expect this condition, he was astonished /l\ it, and, 
without making the least reply, retired, tilled with sorrovt^, being very nn- 
willing to part with his large estate : *' fiat when the young man heard 
tHatsayiiig, he went away sorrowful for he bad great possessions." 

The pernicious influence of riches oyier the minds of the. children of 
nien, being, tlius melancholy instanced, odr blessed Saviour qautioned hit 
disciples against fixing^ their minds on things of such dangi^pous tendency^ 
fay shewing how very difficult it was for a r^ch man to pr^ocure an habita- 
tion in the re^on of eternal happiness : \^ Verily I say i^nto you. That & 
rich man shail hiirdl;^ enter into the kingdom off heaven. And again ^ 
lay uqto yofi^ it is easier for a (;amel to^q through the eye of a needle,. tban 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. When his disciples 
iii^rd itj the} Were exceedingly amazed, Mtying, Who then can be sav^ ? 

ent Jfesus beheld them, and said nnto them, With mkn this u inipossibte ; 
it with God all things are ixissible.'^ 
^ By this jt,a|)pears, that if^a man be not assisted by the grace of God. it 
fj|i|l b e Imposstole for hini to obtain the happy rewards of the kingdom of 
fieiVen ; knit, by the assistance of grAce, trhich the Almighty nfever refus«4| 
Id iiast i^hd seek it with their whole heart, it is very possibla. J 
" Butjthe disciples of our blessed Lord were far from being aatiified wltb 
tbUuiwer^ astbey bad doubtless, often reflected with ^Imsuto on the 
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bigh posts Uiey were to enjoy la tfaeir Master's kiogdom. F'etef^ selelfis. 
^rticuUrtj to htve been diMppointecl ; aod therefore addreflMd bis |I4j^ 
(er in the name of the rest, begging bim to remember, tbafc In apoiUtf 
bad actmltj done what the yoang man bad rcfiued : tbey bad abandoacifl 
(heir rekHons, their friends, their possessions^ and their emploiments, ^ 
bis account: and» therefore, desired to know what tfewara thej were ' 
raped, for these instances of their obedienco. To which Jbsus rapl' 
That they should not fiul of a reward, even in ibis life : for immodia 
sfler bis resorrection* when he ascended to bis Vatber, and entered on 
mediatorial olBce*, they shoald be td?aoced to the honour of judging, tb' 
twelve tribes of Isuel ; thai is« of rating the eharcb of Cbust, miSlA 
they were to plant in diffierent parts of the earth: " Verily i .say onto yo«^ 
That ye which have followed me lo the regeneration, when the Son of maB 
shall sit in the throne of bis glory, ye also shall sit upon tweho tbroiie% 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel." 

Oar Lord having given this answef to Feter^ he next menUoned the n$« 
wards hit other disciples should receive, both in this worid,and in that tQ 
come: they, said be, who have forsaken all for my sake, shall be poloff^ 
mn in the end ; their basvolent Father, who intends to give tbem^ P^^**^ 
sioos in the heavenly Canaan, will not fail to topport them, dorine their 
k>ng and painful- journey to that happy couotryt and raise them op trieods 
who shall assist them with those necessaries they might have expected 
from their relations, bad they not left them for ray sake. Divine Pro;^ 
dence will take care that they have every thing valuable that can tie given^ 
them by their rehitionr, or they could denre trom large possessions : thsy, 
shall, Indeed, be fed with^the bread of sonow, but this shall prodace jimi 
to which all the earthly pleasures bear no proportion ; and, in tlia end, ol^ 
toin everlasting life : they shall leave this vale of tears, with all Wt painf 
and sorrows, l>chiiKl tbenst, and fly to the bosom of Iheir Almiebty FwPTif 
the fountain of life and joy, where, for all the-sufferings tbey bate mdeni . 
gone in this world, they sball be infinitely rewarded. ^ 

According to this, many who are by their feUow-mortsils, considered ^. 
the last of mankind, because of their sufferings, 8elf-denials,jt ^^-^a^^^^^'. 



shall be really first, not only in point of fntore reward, but even with nk 
gard lo present satisfaction : '* but many that are fitst shall be iaitj.aii4 
the last shall be first.'' .^ 

ft seems these wonli were spoken to keep the disciples hmnblo; a% 19 ifS 
probability, they at first understood the promisje of their sitting on twelfo 
thronps in a natural sense ; so they were ready to construe every expceipiiMff 
to a temporal kingdom, which they still expected their master would oBoefc 
upon earth. Our blessed Lord, therefore, to remove all thoogbta tbiyi, 
might entertain of this kind, told them, that tboqgh he had described Ihf 
rewards they were to expect for the ready obedience they bad shewn, iff, 
his commands, and the pains they were to take in propagating the goiigil 
amongst the children of men ; yet tb^e rewards were spiritnali and^l^ 
confined to the Jews alone, but extended also to the Gentiles,, w1kI| M 
Doint of time, should excel the Jew^ and universally embrace Mm gMpn 
oefoFe that nation was convi»rted. 

Our great Itedeemer illustrated this dbcUine with the parabb' vt^ tj^ 
hoosefaolder, who at different hours of the day, hired laboorers la worfi ijjpk 
his vineyard: '* The kingcfom; of heaven, says onr blessed Savio|ir, ism 
nnto a man that is an householder, which went out early ii^the aiorB|Bb - 
to hire labourers into his vineyard. And when he bad agreed with UfJi 
labouren for a penny a*day, he sent them into bis vineyard. And' be 
went out "about the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the inarkal^ 
place, and said unto tbem. Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoevar isi 
right. I will give yoo. And they wentthehr way* Again be went ootabpiik 
the sixth and ninth boar, and did likewise. And abont the elevaaUi bos# 



LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST. 171 

Ire went out, and foDsd oUien standing, and he laid uxAo tbem, Wlur 
stand ye here all the day idle ? They lay onto him, fiecante no man hatK 
liired iif. He saitb anM> them, Go ye also into the vineyard ; and whatio- 
ever 18 right, that shall ye receive. So, when even was eome, the lord of 
the vineyard said unto his steward, Call the lahonren^aod give Ihem their 
hire, beginning from the last onto the first. And wh^n they came that 
were hired abont the eleventh hour, they received every man a penny. 
Bat when tYie first came, they sopposed that they shoold have received 
nofe^; and they likewise received every man a peqny. And when Ihey 
had received it, they rourmared against the good man of the bonse, iay<p 
log. These last have wrought but one hour, and thoa hast made theiQ 
fsqual unte us, which have borne the burden and heat of the day. Bat he 
answered one of them, and said, Friend, 1 do thee no wrong : didst not 
thou agree with me for a penny ? Take that thine is, and go thy way : 1 
will giveuqto this last, even as unto thee. Is it not' lawfal for me to do 
what 1 will with mme own ? Is thine eye evil, because 1 am good ? So 
the last shall be first, and the first last : for many be called, bat few chos- 
en." Matt XX. I— 16. 

Our blessed Savioar delivered the parable of the householder in sach a 
'ina'nner, as, from the application he has made of it, it would not be 
Hifficult to interpret it. The dispensations of religion, wlu<^ God gave 
mankind in different parts of the world, are represented by the vineyard : 
the Jews, who were early members of the 'true charch, and obliged to 
^bev the law of Afoses. are the labourers which the householder hired ear^ 
2n the morning: the Gentiles, who were converted at several times, by 
the various interpositions of Providenoe, to the knowledge and worship. of 
the true God, and are labourers hired at the third, sixth, and niqtb hour : 
•nd the invitation given at the eleventh boor, implies tiie calling of the 
Gentiles in every country, to live piously and virtoonsly. The law of Motes 
was a heavy yoke ; and therefore, the obedience to it's precepts was very 
Elegantly represented, by bearing the heat and borden or the whole day : 
but the proselyted Gentiles paid obedience only to some particular pre- 
Oftpts of the lav/, bore bot part of it's wdght, and were, therefore, repre- 
sented by those who were hired at the third, sixth, and ninth boors ; 
while those Heathens, who regnlatcd their conduct by the law of natue 
only, and esteemed the works of justice, piety, temperence, and charity, 
as their whole duty, are beautifully represeosed as Ubouciog in the cool of 
the evening only one hour. 

The time being come when each labonrer was to receive hb wares, 
they were all placed on an equal footing ; the rewards being the priviledges 
•nd advantages of the gospel. The Jews who bad borne the grievous 
yoke of the Mosaic oeremonies, murmured when they found the Gentiles 
were admitted ta it^s privileges, without being subject to their ceremonial 
worship : but we must not nrge the circumstance of the rewscrd, so far as 
to fancy that either Jews or Gentiles merited the blessings of the gospel, 
by their having Uboored faithfully in the vineyard, of having behaved- well 
under their several dispensations. The gospel, with it's blessing, was be- 
etowed entirely by the free grace of €^, and withoat any thing m men to 
merit it ; besiTOs, it wasoflEered promiscooosly to all, whether good or bad, 
•nd was embraced by the persons of all characters^ The conclusion of the 
parable deserves our utmost attention ; we should ef^ meditate upon it^ 
•nd take care to make our calling and election sure. 

Our Lord having finished these discourses, he continued his journey to* 
wards Jerusalem, where the chief priests and elders» soon after the resur- 
rection of Laaams, issued a proclamation, promising a reward to any one 
who should apprehend him. In all probability, this was the reason why 
tbe disciples were astonished at the, alacrity of our Lord daring this jour- 
oey while they themselves fallowed him trembling. Jcius, tl^c<:CQCfi^ 
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tboOgbt proper to repeat the prophecies concerning his tnfTeriiic, in ordef 
fo show his disciples that ihe^f were entirety voluntary adding toat iboagb 
ihe Jews should pot him to death, yel instead of weakening it should ib- 
^.rease their faith, especially as he would rise again Ihe third day from the 
dead : '* Behold, we ^o up to Jenisalem ; and all things that are writLen 
liy the prophets, concerning the Son of man^ shall be accomplished ; for 
he shall be delivered to the GenUIes, and shall be mocked, and apitefaliy 
trealHi, and ipilted on : 'and they shall scourge liira, and put hiinto 
death : and the (bird day he shall rise again," Luke xfuu 3|, 32^ 33. 

It must have given the greatest encouragement to our LOrd^s disciples 
bad they underslobd and applied this prediction which was built opon the 
ancient prophecies, in a proper manner ; biit they were so ignorant in the 
Scfiptures, that they had no idea of what he meant : '* ^nd they understood 
rone of these things:* and this saying was hid from thena, neither kneif 
they the things wfiich were ^ken.*' "' 

but the sons of Zebedee weresoignorar\t, tl^at they thought tbeir Mat- 
ter, by his telling them he wbuid rise again from the dead, meant that h^ 
^nuldth^n erect his enfkpire ;'and, accordingly, begged that he would con- 
fer on them the chief po&ts in his kingdom, which they expressed, by de- 
siring to t)e'se8ited, the one on his right hand, and the other oh his* len, 19 
allusion to' bis placing the twelve apostles upon twelve thrones, judging 
the tribes of Israel. " '" ■ 

Bver since our Saviour's traoi figuration, the sons of Zebedee had con« 
ceived very high notions of his kingdom, ard possibly of their pwp merit 
alsOf becausie they had been admitted to behold that miracle ; l}ot Jksds 
told them, they were ignorant of the nature of the honour they re(|ne'sted ; 
and smce' they debired to share with him in his glb'ry, asked theiBi, if thef 
were wilting to share with him also in his sufferings :*^' Ve know not what 
ve aak. Are ye' able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to b^ 
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized witb^ Matt zx.22. The 
two di'sr pies, ravii^hed with the prospect of the dignity they were Aspiring 
after, roplied without hesitation, that they were both able and^ willing tp 
share liny hardship their blaster' might meet with in the v'ay to liis king: 
dom. To which he answered, thai they should certainly share with him 
his troubles and afSjct ions ; but that they had asked a favour vfhich was n<4 
his togfve:' '' Ve shall drink, indeed, of my cup, and be baptized witb tha 
baptism that I am baptized with : but to sit on my right- hand, and on my 
left, is not ihine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it ia pva- 
pared of my Father. 

llie indignation of the rest of the disciples being raised by this an|: 




arrogance 

restore harmony amongst his disciples, told them, that his kingdom wai 
Tery different from tliose of the present world ; and that the gresitbess af 
his disciples did not, 'tike that of secular princes, consist in reigning ovef 
others in an absolute and despotic manner: Ve know that the princea.of 
the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are greaJ, exer* 
L'ise authority upon them. But it shall nut be so among you : 1)ut Whoso- 
ever will be great among you let hiiii be your minister ; and whosoevet 
will be chief among you, let him be yeur servant ; even as the Son of roan 
came not to be adtnioi&tered unto, but lo minister, and to give his life i 
ransom for man V. ' 
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CHA^TBR 3;XVH. 

4s8irfi ieiffi<^ arritei ai Jericho ^ gives sight to two hUnd:men near thaif 
" Place: Hevisiteth ZaccAeus the Pubiican^ qnd deKvtrstht Parablo. 

of a NobUman who left Money znth his Serx^ants to trade xpitk in his^ 
' Absence: The Riihrs give Orders to appreheful him : Being orrtv- 

odiU Bethany^ Mary anointeth his Feet: Juaas murmureth ai tho. 

cost, Cbrist rideth into JerusaUtt upon an Ass^amidsi the Accloi^ 

mationsofthefnuUUude,andweepihgovertheCifyM 



OUR Lor^ witb hit diseiplef and Ihe niDltitude that mcconmni 
^inli, being now arrived at Jericho, in their way to Jenualetn, a famoila 
tity of Patettine, and the second in the kingdom. Near tliis town Jesuai 
cured Wo blind men, who sat by the road begging, and expressed their bcf 
lief in hirh,'as the Messiah: ** And as they departed fh»m Jericho, a grea^ 
inaltiC^delronowed'bim. And behold two blind men, sitting by the way 
^de, when fhey heard that Jesns passed by, cried oqt, saying have mercy 
on as, O Lord, thoii Son of Davia. And the maltftade rebuked tbem, he* 
eaase they should noid their peace : but they cried the more, saying, Have 
inerey on us, O Lord thoii Son 6f David." Matt xx. 29, 30, 31. 

The iSon bf Qod stood sUH at tfais'iippdftunate request of. the two men, 
and called them' to him, that by their maotier of walking, spectators might 
ite convinced that they were really blind. As sopn as they approached him^ 
^e asked tbecn, what they r^uested with such earne&tness P To wbicfa 
the beggars answered, titat they might receive sight : " What will ye, that 
I shalfdo onto yoo P They say, L6rd, that our eyes may be opened." 
TbU request was not made in viin ; their compassionate Saviour tonchei} 
Iheireyes, and immediately they received sight, and followed him, glori* 
fying and praising God. After conferring sight on these beggars* Zacche- 
fs chief qf the poblicaxis. having often he^ the fame of our Lord's mir- 
acles, was'desirobs of seieing his person ; but the lowness of bis stature pre- 
sented him from satisfying nis coriosity; *' he ran before, and climbed up a 
fjcamore-lree to see him; for he was to pass that way." AsJesusap- 

Sroached the place where he was,^* he looked op, and saw him, and said 
, nto him, Z.accheuff, make haste and come down j for to day J mast abide 
mt thy house'." Lake' xix. 5. 

At which cotideseensioQ of our Lord, the publican expressed hisjoyi 
carried hina to his house, and shewed him all the marks of civility in hia 
power. But the peojple wjien they saw he was going to the house of the 
publican, 66nyemnea his icondact, as not conformable to the character of 
m prophet. ' Zaccheds seenis to have heard these unjust reflections ; and, 
therefo|e, wds wiliinjg tojdstrfy himself before Jesus and his attendants t 
^* AndfUccheos stood, and said onto the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of 
my goods I give to the poor ; and if 1 have tsiken any thing from any roan, 
^ false acausation^ I restore him fear fold. And Jesus said onto him, Tbia 
day has stllVation come to this house, forasmuch as he also is a son of 
'Abraham.' -^ " • 

Further to convince the p^ple that he acted agreeable to his character, in 
keeping company with pnbiicans and sinners, our Lord told ihem that Ui^ 
ihie intisntion of his coming was to recover those who had wandered from 
the paths of virtue, and restore ihexn to God the rightful owner : ** The' 
jion of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost." While Je» 
808 continued in the house of Zeccheus the publican, he spake a parable 
to his fojloivers, who ihpposed, at his arrival at the royal city, be would 
^rect the long expected kingdom of the Messiah : A certain nobleman, 
aaid be, wentinto' a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and to 
Ktnrn. And he called his ten servants, and delivered tbem ten ponnds^ 
ind'iud onto them, Occupy till I come. But bis citixeni hated Idi^ «q^ 
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wot a mni^ ifter |un), MjisKt ^' *<" "*^ )>*** ^^ "'^ ^ nigm M«r 
Bk Ao4 it csoie [q pui, lint when he WM nturaed, fatvin^ ■^41*5^ 
Pie kiDgdom, then hccainniiDded Ihetc temoti t« be Called BDto Wt'i 



pt whom he hid given Ihe inonejr, that he mjcht know bow aiaek' <^fnj 
mo Liu]gune4b> treding. Thui came tbe nnt ujins, Lord tlif pafmt 
■■Hh gained t)-n poandi. And lie Hid unto him, Well thoD good ifrviiA.; 
Mt^ause thou hiA bpen fsithfal in a very tittle, hive than tatbori^ met 
ten ciliei. And the i«;o[iiicame, laying, Lord, Ihj fovai hlXii ^fhet 
Ave poandi. And be taid Ektriss to iatn, be tboa over five eitie*.^ AM 

£ (Other ume i%|iii^Lord,bebol4, bent i* thj Mood, whirls I have kept 
id up iomapfcio ^ for I feared d^ee, beeaaac tbea nl an austere man i 
fboa ^keit Of tbft Uwa ludnc qot donn.and reapcil thit Ihau didst noE 
U«. 4b^Imi ■■waqtohim, out of tbiiie owQ mouth will 1 judge tbee, 
ttoa wiclce^ lananL Tbon koeweat that I wu an aiulere m^n, taking up 



^•(ll^iiOtdawB, andreamogUiat (did ootioiv: whtrefore then gi 
•It not UioB Qj naDC] !»to Uiac bai^, iii^t at iH cQining I miglit ha., 
eqiuied mine o»m with MBry? And be md nolo twin th&t stood by. Take 



Irpnhiin i^poiiiKl 1^ ipveit tfhi.n tliaKl^tb leo (jnuudj. (And they 
mli nnlotiffl, Lqrd, be liath ten pctaDda.) F«c Iwy uoto joit, That unto 
(pn^ 9V Vtticfi hath diall be given ; and fnm bin that huth not, even 
th^tjfe hath afaall tte takeq avf^j tram bin- But t^ose mine encmiei, 
vfbich wp)^ q^ tl|)tt { ahftBld fdgti 9ybi Hiui^ hdng hither, aiid s]i| 
them Wm m«> 

WelHTe thaebractor orthice KHtt ofmenin (his parable delineate^ 
li; Iho bleated Savioiv hinaelf; naq^tj. the Iroe dtsciplr) of the Messiah, 
tbeh}yoc(iles,andtl)a openlj prophaae : and the torntf^nt these sevanti. 
tqetwitb, reprtaenU Lh.e final lenteacea Uu^t will be puss^d upon th^m 1^ 
al» amfiJJ^e of the whole cartfa. t%e true disciples shall be rewarded 
witli the honour* and pleainrea of imrac((atity, the hypocrilea. ttrlnped of 
•II the adnntage they w oden boaated, aiid loaded with ctenj^l infanSi 
aa4tbeopeDenemiefpfC((&iST,i«uomtionta their gttilt^ i(li«Il, ^n^ 
anrere pap^meoL 

Altiipudil Uvabetbegsnenlaeueofthe pTa.bI?, ;et it has also a^ par- 
ti^arrtf^ftp ta the time whctiit was spohen; atitt was intended to teacji. 
the disciplei, that tlwogh they might imagine ihut Clie Qlessiah') l^in^doiii 
wai apee^iljf ta be iirected. and the; wfre UWD to pactike ofits Iiwpineu, 
J'et this wea not tQ hwpen befure the death of their I^LJLe^ ; thai they. 
Ihemielvea qiust perforo) a long aitd labaiiam course aX terv'uxi, befots 
tfaev receive Iberr etCTOal tetvaril. Th^.after his resorreciinn, when he 
hl^oht^ine^ tbc hingdom, he woold retqrn from his seat or majesty, and 
I^lfon with %ll Ufcaervanta. and few vd tl^m according to. the impr^ve- 
■aenti tb^had ntade inthe truit cammitt^edto.liicie caxe j St that he wontd 
«xecKte, inanotempluy ntamvei:, fci).veD((4ancc on tliose nho rEfuied to 
let himteiKn anr t^ecn, «nd dji^iJIiD^tlieJr pcwer to hinder the erection 
VfhiaRinfidoni amongst othera, Afler apcakiug thispsrable Jesus left the 
IwDieaf ^accheiu the pnbUeao, and coivtjquod his Journey towards J eru»- 
lani, where be prop^aed to celehrV^the pa*«>?er ; and. was earnestly, ex- 
pected bj the M«p|e, who ca^ op io pur]fj[ Ihemielcea, arid who began, 
(odanbt wfaetberbe i|add venture to corns, to the feast. This delay how- 
•raTi waa occa^oaeA h; the proclaraatjon isai^ by the high priests, proitt.. 
png a reward to anj one who woold diac^var the placE of liis reticEiaeol' t- 
*' Now both the chief prieata and the Fhariaeea had given a commandmeitfj' 
t)uXitvtf man knew where be were, he iboold »hew it, that they, migj^, 
take him." John xi 57. 

JEtva arrived at Bethany six days befora the paiaover., and reg^h^ 
to thehbnaeef Laxaras, whom, he had raised from tne de%d,: ".l^^^lf^, 

Side him a sapper i and Mirtha served : bat Lizarni wu OM, of '^'" 
■t sat at tbe table with him. Tj:o took Mv; a paond •( or'- 
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bflrmjf Irim, Why was not this ofatmeBt sold for ibree hundred- peDce, wai 
dlven to the ptfor? This he said, not tfiat he cared for the popr ? buk bo-^ 
^M he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was pot Iherein.-^. 
Ttien said Jesas let htr alone ; against the day of m/ buying bsAh she kept' 
t.hi8. Por the poor always ye have wkh you ; bdt me ye have noli, 
<Iwayfc*» 

'. fiethany heing not abote two nwet ffom len&aleirt^ the news of our 
|)ord's arrival was soon satead throagh the capital, and great numbers of 
the citizens came to see Lazaras, who bad been raised'frora the dead, to« 
l^her with the great prophet who had wrought so stopendooas ft miracle^ 
ttod many of tbem were convinced both of the restfrreetMHi of the former* 
^d the divinity of the latter : but the news of their eoversion, together 
^th the reason of it, beine currently reported in hrnviem^ the dklef . 
priests were soon sensible of the weight so great a miracle mast have 
19 the minds of the people ; and iherefore determined to pat both Lasarus 
and J sacs to death, if possible. . 

■ Oar dear Lord was not ignorant of vfthat the AM pnMs nd elders hadf 
against dim, but i^as so far irom decttaing to viaM Jerusalem, that he eves 
entered it in-^ public manner. *^ When ihey were come to Bethphage^, 
mito themount of Olives, then sent Jesos two disoiples, sayinr unto theoiy 
Qo into the village over against yooy & straightway ye shall find an aas tied^ 
and a colt with her ; loose them and bring them to me. And if any man 
say ought uqto yos, ye shall say, The iiord hatb need of them ; and 
straightway he shaH send them. All this was done thart it might be fulfill- 
ed, which was spoken by the prophet, saying, Tell the daughter of Sion, Be^ 
^Id thy king cometh onto thee, meek, and sittetht npon an ass, and a colt 
t£e foal of an ass. And the disciples went and did as Jesus commaindedl 
them, and brought the ass, and the colt, and pat on them their clothes^ 
aiid they set him thereon. And a very great multitude spi^ead their gar- 
ments in the way^thers cut down branches from the trees, and sti^wedf 
them in the way* And the multitudes that went before, and that followed! 
ci^ed saying, Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed rs he that cometh iir 
^ name of the Lord ; Hosanna in the highest. And when he was come 
htto Jerusalem, tftl the city was moved, saying, Who is this^? And^ 
the multitude said^ This la Jesu^ the prophet of I^azareth of Cralilee.'^ 
Slatt. xxl 1.11. 

Thtscircnmstanci^of our Lord has glvei> more occasion for profane wit H 
rfdicirfe, than: aoy before ; we reckon an ass^ to be a contemptmle creature, 
and a man of charaeter, riding upon an i^ss, a ridiculous fig^ure. These are" 
pfejtidices of our own times and conntftl And when, Ibey, who look no* 
farther than the manners and customs before thera^ examine thi» part of 
the sacred story by the standard of modem prejudices, they see, oi> thiole 
they see, spmething quite inconsistent with the gnavity and dignity of 
the person, pretended to be the king of the Jews, when Christ is represent- • 
ed entering in triun^ih into Jeruselemv sitting on an ass. But bowevet 
eQOtemptiUe an ass, or a man siding en. that creature may be at present^ 
it sas not so from the beginning, in many countries and particularly in 
Jiidea» persons of the highest distinction osnaliy rode upon asses. The: 
governors of ^ael are described in the song of Ileboni, as riding on white f 
aises, Judg. v. 10. and the thirty sons of Jair, who was judge and prince 
etet Israef twenty-two years, are said to ride on thirty asses, ch. x. 4. 
And another judge is recorded to have had forty sons-, and thirty nephews, 
that rode on seventy ass colts, ch. xii. 14. 

^^owever» it may be asked, that supposing it was an nsoal thing to ride' 
#4^ ass, why should thir common practice be (nentioned- in relation \0 
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\Shtt Meisifth, iu m mA of dfiikiiiciion ? Mtghl not the propkt, Qpoin ^bSf 
koppoMtlon, as well have iaid, he shaJI iqpnie walkiof on fool ? . And woqH 
lie not have been as well known bj one fibairaGter as by the other ? B»^ 
tUes, if we tarn to the hoofi of 2aeharf4h| where this prophecy is tofav 
to^^^ we shall see the person, there desSafbed, to be a king« a jnit'ldii|^ 
irad one having salvation : isod whist it there in this eharacter, of ridMf 
on the foal of an ass, that is pecahar to a kinjg;, to a jost king, and lo one 
ii^h6 was to bring salvhtion knd deHveraiice to hit (leopie? . .1 

.' However difficnlt these oofstioos. may at first si^ht appear, they areoairi- 
1^ kiisi^ered ; not by c6nsiaerin| the slate and conoitidn of liings in genmli 
bat that pechMU* b» a king of Israel* on which is founded the propriety off 
thii oharactefa 

We shall general^ iiiid, if we look iiitd the histoid of the rise and fiill of 
natittns, tliat their prosperity & succeu wera proportionable to their'fbroe 
akid[ pdwer« and to tBe oonduet and ability of their leaders. . Bot with thiH 
Jews, if ho frt>oi slaves in Egypt txscaiue a powerful pedpfe, the case was 
iHrjr di^rent. The b^st iod greatest of itieir kings, and he who carriolt 
their «m^ire to It's greatest height, has left ns another aceoant of thelif 
affairs : '< The people," says he, ** fpt not the land in ^ossesswn by thei^ 
own Sword, niiitber did tlKir own arm save ihem : bill thy ngbt band, add 
ttliRe arm, and the light of thy codatettaride, becaose thod nklst d fiLvdnr 
teto them. Pialm xKv. 5. . 

7 We are ilpt to ascribe thes^ and other similar passages, to thh pietjp and 
devotioo of the Fnlibist *, to consUer them only as sick now ledg'menU of 
Cvod's gfineral. providence in the affairs of the ivorld ; and hience are apt ttf 
chrerlo^, or oittt sn^iently eonsidor, the biitorical troth they eohtained. i^ 
is true, Ibdecd, that el) success, ih the strictest- sense, may be ascribed fes> 
ilod ; that it tb he who giMb vktoiy imth kings ; but he f^ntMiy makettt 
use of natural means, and it is lio offence to bis pirovidenee f bat kings liit 
their thousands of horse and foot to sefedre themselvei and their dominioos,- 
}»tLt with (he Jewtf it #as very different ; they i^ere n6ver so weak tfs svbeit 
they made theratelves sth>ng ; never so certainly rained as when tbeii 
force wa"* gr<»it enoi^h to create a confidence ih themselves. For Go^ 
rath taken the defence of Israel upon himself t and the people wefe sore 
to b^ ondone wheoeio^ they took U ovt of hii hands to ^late it fn tbei^ 

own. . . . ' \ • [^ 

God was ib t^fider of bis hoiionr in this respect^ anid so concerned bl 
justify his prcmiM tb protect Israel in the eyes of the world, that be wonli 
not always permit natural causes to interfere ii\ their deliverance, lost tMs 
p«ople should grow doobtful to whoiA (hey ought ia ascribo thdr vitftorieit 
And for the same reason it was" that he comiAanded the fl^o|ile to hnia 
neither horses nor chariots of war for their defence : not because tfaf^-wOM 
thought nieless in war; for it was well knowo Chat they welt tbi^ 
streogth of th^ ancient kingdom ; but because Odd himself had iftidiBrtakeB( 
their defence; and he Wanted neither horse; nor fool to fight thei^ batQek; ' 
It is evident from the Jewish history, that this law was observed ftC 
Ikesrr fonr huTnired yeafs ; namely, till about the middle of S'oton^on'simo** 
And when David s'tvaj^d tlie sceptre of Israel, when the kingdbnir #ii 
t^arrird to it's tf^rn'ost height, he himself rode on a mole, and provided' m^ 
better equipage for his son. on the day of his coronaQoh : *' Canie* Sblomf 
vaf son," said David, *' to liile upbn mine own mole, andbrhig hitM doWl 
io Gihbti ; and let Ztrdock the piiest and I^athan the pr6ph<ft no^m 
him king ovei" fsrael,^' r. Kings i. 3:i, 34. And when that Oion^prinel^ 
fo6k<*d back, and contemplated this stale of tbingii, he might woll sdy^; 
'^ Some trust irt chsrii>ts sAd sbme'in horses ; biit we will leUleriibdrtK 
iiaine of the Lord our Qod," Pslafni xx. 7. ' '» 

Bot things quickly changed' their aspt>ct ih the reign of Solomon >-V 
married the daughter of the king of i^gypt, and opened a conariMl 
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^t^ei^n XiitX ebuntry and his own ; by which meirtt Be flbdn io^ohred ifk 
lihmmse naihber of ftorles iAd-tchkr^U ; ik'n^ «ll his lOcc^Wk't when they 
hed it in their poWer, followed hit ezeniple. Bdt whet did the kirigdoi^. 
giun b j his thibge ? Th^ ^enHWAfbTe e Heft Aikd llottriklSi^ people bdfc 
•tter bretkiot Ihid lew oftbeBfoit High, their %e«fth «nd ^'^tt gridii- 
«lly decli6ed, till At Mat, thi^if hebltatiofts Were hid Waste-, their tempW 
wtii dtiet bti^X witli fire, Md the^ thems^tVet cairrfed t^n idto i 
il^bgeknd. " -^ ■ 

Perhaps ft ihiT bl^ iltkeid, Meiitf h ibe gditt t^f ftAvihg i country f^lt ^t 
biM-ses consisted P Ther^ ii tjftftainly nd ihorel crinketn parcblshig or 
k^eeplhg ttidte treitalre* ; bat the king! of lirael wer^ lemlHid tb tb^ 
thrbrfe, on coAdltidn thit they shimid rem>ance the asstahince or ^aridtt 
'and hofsel, add depend rtpott GA<I for soecess irt th6 diy of battle. 

Thds havii^g cAn«ideml thii hiw^ and the coniAqa^ntses that teihit fh>Di 
the breach of it; let us t6w \66k back to the prophecy relatinx to the IVfet- 
liah : *' flejoixse greatly, O daogbter of 8iort ; ftboat 6 daoihter of Jerd^ 
ftilem : behfHd, thy King coiheth ufitd thee : Be is just; and having salv4* 
Vam ; Ibwly, lind riding \ip&a an au^ tod bpon a colt the fbal of 4h aH; 
And I will cut oif ihe chariot from Ephraim» attd the horib from Jentsi* 
kW Kecb. 1x9. 10. 

The descendants of Jacbb W^trb tb be laVed by ncb a kinf ; and Whit 
snrtdf akirtgcduldbe expected^ Is it potoible i& inag&e that O&i 
would send a king to iave ibem who shottid be like the. kings wMch bad 
Undone thl^nk ? Is it not more reasonable to think; tttat he wodld resett* 
We those who had been deliverers df their coontty ? Kings Wbb fbared 
God, and therefore feared no enemy ; Who, thoogh monnted on 4sles, end 
coltk the foals of asiis^ were able to put to flight the tb^oiandl iiitt' 
ten thousands of cbiriots and hbraes that cima against tb^roi 

The kiiig, foretold by thb prophet, was also td be Justi nieek, kni (oW* 
iy ; but how t6u\A he have deserVed that character, had he appieAred iii 
ibe pride iind pomp of war, .surrounded vvilb hoirses and cha,ri6ti; iti di- 
^ct opj[»08ition to tbe law o^God P Ob, as Re vrks to bring salvation ib the 
people; could bb make use of those means which God never hAd pk'bspet^dy 
and which he declared he never would ? 

By this it uppears, thli it Wa» ess^Kntial to the chAracteir bf A king bf f s- 
hiel, who, was to be just and lowly, and to bring salvaMon with him, that 
h'^ should cbitie ridihg bn to at&, and a colt the fdal bf an asft ; biit it any 
dbblit can yet remain, let th^ prophet himself explaib it, and irhnledi- 
ately aftet the descri()tioii of the promised kibgs, idds, *^ attd i Will bUt off 
the chAriot from Epbraim, abd thehorls from JerUSaleni :" |lIsiHly inti- 
mating, ihat tbb chMcter given of the Messiah, that he kbould tidti on an 
ass, was in opposition tb the prkle of their waHike kingi, who bad ruined 
themselVei ana tbbir pbople, by their great strength in cbaHots and horses. 

We have thbs umleriiably shewn the intentiom of the prophet, wliea he 
forbtold tbdt the Messiah sbbold ride on 4n ass ; and firum benbe it appears, 
that the enemies bf revelatiem have not the least reesoii for turning 4hii 
transactktn iiitb ridicule* Was it any riBproach to CuRisT tb ride into 
JTeruulem bn thb fbal of art bss, whbn David, thb greatest bf bn ancestors, 
and SolbmcH the Wisest, 4s long as be WAs Wise, rode in ttte same man- 
lier ? Can the JeWi object to this bircnmstarice, and yet Utik bf the eloriei 
fX Ebtvid, >nd the maghilitence of Solomon, Who in the midst of all that 
^biy abd miagntftcence did tbe Vbry same thing? Or can they stumble at 
ibis character of the Messiali, Without forgetting by what princes 4beir an- 
beitbrswere saved, .said by what Qndene? 

^ Bdt tb return. The prodigioas ninltitode tfiat now aecboipani^ Jvdvs 
fliea the Pharisees knd great tnen with malice and envy, oecause every 
■Mtbod they hud taken to hinder the pebple frem following J as us. bad 
ifnKd ioeffectaal: ** Tiie Phafitbas tber^fbre sud mdo9£ themsclvesi 

Y 
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P^reeiTeyelNi#yeprar»9notliiBg? Babdld Ibe «mU ii ^De after Uia^ 
Johs zii. 19. . ... 

Atoqrhlciirf B edi B^m ferdwfwiictf ths-rity of Jcnmlcnv farntai|df» 
by the rcioiciK miillltade, nolfriltolMiiiig l|ie OMfij sftMiU be (ifyl 
tbcK KceiW» M;^l*ki Ihe dty ; Mi4 witb a dliviiie gen^oMty and bf* 
Mvolencc* wUch ootliiitt eau c^mI* m^ afcr it ; «Kh in Uie aoit; piji- 
thelic mamier, lamented the' calaaii6ct wMcb be foresaw were roma^ 
iTpoq it, hecaoM' it's fnliabitaata wifrei gnoia at off tlto time of ibeir^dKilf- 
liim: •'If, saidbr,tflioohidstlnio«i«,.€Matbatth9Q, atleagtiath^.tl^ 
d^, ibe tiiiagf which belong lioto tbg^ peace I hot ao«r they are hid* from 
thiae^S Ibr the dfeyftshatr eomeoimAtheep thattkiae enemies' jhu 
caa^iO Ireactt aboot thee,' and' eompasa thee roaadraod keep thee iii 04 .<fe- 
fjijide. and shhlllqr thee oven vritli Iho-i^aiid^ and thy cttiklrefl witl^ 
Ihee ; aod they shall -not leate ia* thoo oae stooe apoo another ; hacaaie 
ihoa knowest not tiM time of thv^ viiitatioii.'' Lake zul 42, 4b, 44l 

To a-anderintf mortah« beSold hero an example and generosity infinity 
iopfrior tp any foraUhed by the hsathea world ; ao example iughly wor- 
thy for them to imitate and admire-! 

Whan oor Lord entered JHnsalem, sorronoded by the moltitvde, the 
whofa^iM W9f BMiiod on #ceount of the prodigioofe eoaooiirse o£ peop ta 
that apcmpaaiBd him, aad lay tiMr contiimai aeehmmtions, Jicaos rode, 
imaiedftitaQr iotha-temple ; hot il hehig' eveatng, be foon le(t the city,. Uk 
the great meoorigameilt of the people, who expeoted he was imiae^Uely 
t* have taheii int6 hir hands tho reigns of gove rament : *^ An^ Jesps 
CDteredinlo Jo um h an , and 4nto the temple: and when he had looked 
raaM opon-alt things, and^ aowtlio even tide was come, be went oat oni^' 
Bethany with the twcNe.?* Mark xi. 11«. 



CHAPTER XXVIIf: 

r 

■T 

Txnv9eursttk the hurren FIg-Tru: H^drivtih lit Sityersand Scltif9 
(n4ef the Temple^ and heaUlk the Disea^ iktrt :■ Bis mdy to fib 

' Phttristts who took Offence at the Praises of the PtopU : The e^rnd 
Flg'lVee is dried iqt: Curibt e:^horieih to Faith in Prayer, Qnilt% 
Forgiveness of Enemies : Certain Greeks desire to ^ee. him : He sheOh 
eth the Ben^ of Ms Death to Believers ; jnrayeth to his F^ft^' ""' 
answered hy a Poice from Heaven ;:signifieth the Manner of his S^ 
and erhorteth to make good' use of thejwesent Light. Tie Generu^^ 
of the Jews believe noi ^ yetwofiy chief Rulers believe, bai darimit 
f^onfesshhnr if eurgetk FaiiA in his dwjfie Mission: He siipfciHike 
Priests and Elders who fuesfion his Juthority : He delivers lAe f^- 
ble of the two Sons whom their Father sent Ut work in his Fineymrd^ ittar 
Parabie of the Fineyavd Ui out to wicked Husbandmen ; and tkeP^- 

. bUofthe Marriage of the MingU San. wherein is shewn the tfeiw^. 
ihiness of those that wart f&st bidden, that others were calUdUtiir 
^oam, and the Puniskmeni- of one thai caenc without hiKdng iLihi 
rreddingr Garment, 

BARLV the next naroniing oor dearth left Bethany^ to rlsfl'utttf 
the capital of Jodea: and, as he partaed his joorji^, }te mw ^t a dj^tacw. 
5^^'i!^ ''"**' fromft'sJftilneuof leaves promised ahan^qce of ^SL 
Thitf inviting olgeet indoeed him to approarh it, in expecUHon of tw&m 
4rg8 ; for he was hungry, and the season for gathering item wai not jf9 
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imt^ : but, on hit coning to tbe tree, he fotind Et ta be rcall; bairCD ,- 
wpon which our We'iMd' VwA ntd ta it, " L«t no. Bratt {tdv an Ihee liic 
,wer." HRtt. xiti 19. 

' This transaetim of oOr lAid.' which wai ponily wpUeBMiorit and ptt 
fltnndnifrapMdjtvinofth* J«wUaali«B, oDMCMHtof jl*» nnfrtntAiU 
' nEn,'ignder all Ur aidvuUget it ttm aojayed, hu, liv tha enraiiei of rewl- 

' Uon,' bcM repNMnM nmn aalin «ibee*Biiig ibe Rcdvenit of mtn- 
*lnil : hot, ir tMt h«« fnllf eemdM^d tt'i inlMilidn, t^t tliv MaU here 
few'n cDDvioced,' Httt Hka IhatMt «f Ui nineie*, 4t »u doile vrith a 
jgndogilnWtion ; Mmolri *> aoshM Uf cwintiyiBMi froa their lethir - 
^;'and'pR<reiil' the total ruin of thelt dnrch wid nation, b> re^uiuiiee. 

"Oarbleiied Savioiir,- beinK dlHppafatal iii finAng frtft ota thi» fig ti«e 
jranucd hii jitarnej t« Jcnualaoi : ft.Mi hU arrinl, went ttr^gbt way Mthe 

*temple,theoDt6r'c<i«tof which ha Crawl rail of DHnibaiidiw. Anghtlile 
'tiii«, Texed hit laeek ft rishtoaiMwl ; m that haHng made a ijaiII icodk* 
oTcordi, bs dro*e them ail eutof Aatampla, ovartflrDc4thet<bleiiiriM 

' onnej-cbangen, and tba Mil of Uwra that add Dona, and wouU net 
nffer ao; feaiel U be 9Utfed Uwoosti the tcn^ ; "J'^S' anta'tbem, 

' " I* it not written, 1117 boaw ihill be caHod of &I1 a^n^ ». heiue of 

'prajerPbut je haT(!ni«fclt adenoflhiefet." 

' Tbii ii cohalilerad bl 9t. iWaM h oh of Ibe erealeiE of all oor 

'^arjour*! miracles and it malt be owned that the circumitancei «ie Ttfjr 
extraordinary, that one maa ihonU ^ndertaka ao butd, and execute m 

'JiasardoDi a tailt ; one nian, wilboot a- spainiiitlan from Csiar, wilbau 

' an; countenance from the Jewithmleri.wiibeatanj arm 9, either to tertlfy 
~ ' the nioltilude, or defAid bimaelf ; that he iboald CuK out the whale trifte 

'ornitrceoar; ttalEctteri, wrert fram tbonKOnblppcrs of wealth their dar- 
ling idol, and trample under foot thrir great Diana ; and all Iht* withftat 
tunah or oppotition : not ece of the aactilegioai rabble' dariog to nlon the 
band, at open the roogth. 

According ta tradilioni a'eertain briglit and daszling hiitre flarfied fnm 

Ilia ejes, which the people were utiable to bire, "aii the; rormerty eoaU 
not behold the face of Males, far the glwy that inrronnded bim : batat 

.the Scripturei Cake no no'ticR of this tranccendent luitre, we most onFf . 

ftdore (he grettneiiof the fact, and, at ths la'me timi?, so improw thli 
. miracle to onr ipiritoat advantage as to seeore hj accepting hit grace, the 

jpower of thLi Mighty Bcformer on oar tide, that when he shall come in 

■glory, we maj be safe under tbe ibadow of liis almighty wiaga whlfe 
*.ne ttkei fevfai vengeance on these who hare defiled hit tioly tai^ile, and 

Sade it a den nf thieres ; and those who bare lobbed Omnipotence of fafs 
le, will then find their toalt deprired of tbeir cveiladiog nwaidi h llie 
lu^y mansions ofa blessed 'etermty, 
'. The temple being' thus cleared bj oorbkued Lord, of the anctCTon^ 
. ijbribe of dealers, the people hroaght imto hlrii the blind, the lamf , and the 
',4ise*ied, who wsTe'ail hoale^ by the A6n «f Ood-; so tbat tbe very chil- 
''«ren proclaimed Um ^ ha the great 'Son of David, the long expected 
' 'Jilessiiib, when they mw the nuny Mirecnlooi enrei he perfbrractL'. 
**.; The Pharisees nrere Ingbly proVak«d at ifacia tianwetioat; W tlitj 
yAied the people, kH tkerefbre only aiked Inn, if he hearj wfaU the 
''^ildren said ? insinutine that be'o^ht ta rebolui them', and not'lwSbr 
^^em tluv'to load tiim' with tbe highest praises, fint Jctaa, Inatcadof . 
ntf^ng ■ direct anjWerte their ^wition, repealad a Msiage t^vt of tb« 
"dghlhP«alm: "Have ycDevErread," said tbe Uenen jEaui, **oator 
Ibe iiQoath of babes and sucklings, than bait pertected praiieP" Giving 
^thm to nnderiUMt, that the m«aiw(t of God't wiirk* are- s« fbcmedi a» 
Jfi declare Uiegreatoeti of bit protection ; and that if the Falfasr doetsot 
~%llete tbe ^nlse Which' arises from the teait if bia ereatiMet, w tbe Son 
^Upot diidaln thit offered Ua hj cbildren. In tfcc preifBt jiotiiVt 
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pci'cie was peculiarly a«c«pl«ble| «»it iinplie(l« ^t^ bii mirtcki wen •%' 
«i(e^ingly Ulastrioos, that tbej l«d Ibe tender minda of childtea, Ulvmi^ 
Me4.oaly frith Ihe^wniogi of reMon. to. ocknevriege bim Cor ibr Mealial^ 
«D earpetCJj de«re4, ^d lo. long ejcpfeclcd) by %\\ tbe deacendasiU of Jboiikt 
In the evenifif , pqr Ltard. wi^ l^j* ditdf^s, left ih^ citji lod rotifed loi 
Bethany, vhere hU benevoleayt ^ur^e|je» Mi icuiing Lasanu fraaiL the dei^* 
Had procttced hiqi m.^ny friei]|d4| ii^ng wiUoa^ he wei tlwayt in tefety.-^^ 
'Fbo n?.\t morning, aj cl^y were retqroii^g to 4<^^**1m^ tbo diieiflea. 
were MtonUhed at beholding the fig-tree Miat bad bt^n bqt the qaorD^g: 
^oce d.eolared barren, *^ dried ap,fron^tbe roota:" they bad» VK ^\ probAr. 
biiity, forgotten wl^it our Saxionr bvi said to thia fig irte^ tlU it*« day ' 
^nd vritiiered MP^t broi^hi i^iM^aio to their meniory. Feter«.OQ teeing, 
thia a4oini!>biing pjhcnumenoi^ aaj4 niUo. Jbsus, *' A|aater buhold, the 
lig tree which tho4, cnrsedat it withered away !" Toi which ins us anawcr-. 
cd» that wheevei had faiUi in the Ainufbty, or thoroughly b^lieyed in bia. 
. lairacIeAi aboulcji te able t^ dp muph grm^ier thiiig^ than the withei^ing of 
the fig-tcee: ^* And Jeana anawering, aaitb^ iipto tnero^ Hate rMih inf&d.." 
Focieciiy f *>X Witoyoi^ that whoapever iJiall asgr. uato thjia mountain, 
hft thon removed, and be thoa cast iql^ the ap% ; and shall not doubt in b^a* 
beacU' bpt ahi^ll beiiejvc,. that thjcue tlMOga which he aaith afai;|ll come lo. 
p%aa; .be aWili bave fibattaoef cr be aaitb/' Ma;k \i. :^, S^ 

He. alao added, tb^ vithataoevec they ahall aak by faith, they ahoold re* 
ceive ;and concluded, by giving them dire^tioni concerning prayer, which 
wam^eetsarjf toji^reaae the uith ha mentioned: '* And when ve atand- 
RX^iying, fi»rgive, it ye We oogbt against any : thatyoor father alao wbidi 
Utn. biniven, may foi^give, vqu your trespaaspa. . ^ut if ye do npt forgive, • 
^ui^her will yoi^r (a^er which is iiv heavent forgive your tre^saea. 

()larin^ ou^r great lle4eemer^a continivince in the temple, certa^in ptoae- 
lyted Greel^s, who came up to worship at Jerusalem, desired to aee hjn^ . 
biaying long cb^riahed «igpect^tioJna of beholding tlie promjaed Meaaiab^-. 
^oeordin^ly, they appjied to Pnilip, a native of Qethaada, who mentioned: '' 
iji tgt An.d'1'W, and he to)d it t^ iesus^ Upon ^hichouf bleased Savioor 
lold hjadijcciplei, that he should aoon be lion tu.red with the conferaton of : 
iibe QentUe^ : '' The hpn^r ia com^,"' said he, " ' that tbe Sao, of man ahouVI r 
be ^lo^il/ed." Bjot declared, that before Lhjs gIo.ria^a e yen t happened^ b*^* 
^pua^^flTer death j illu,itni^ing th/e nece^^ity there was of his dying, \fjA^' 
ipaijlitu|i« of casting grain into the eartl\: ** Verily, verilv, \ sty lyitQ yoL^i 
f xcepl^a corn, of wheat fjujl in^o ^be ground* and die, it abideth alone ^ faiiifc u ^ 
it d^e, ijt bcingjBtb f«rth ii^uch fjruit." John x'i, 2}, Adding, tHi|t finoe it waa* 
mbaojol^y i^eceasary for hi in, their Lord and i>I^ater to aOtfTer iho painaipf. 
qeath before he ascended the throne of hia glory ;^ ao. thepr. aa hia.foii.owci:at r 
mfV^ «Jlp expect^ to. be pecspcoJted and apitefuily used, iot hia oape.affce;;. 
bfilt itffbey persevered,^ aoyd even resolved io. lose their .lives in hia aerricot- 
he. wQ^d reward thjeir fioaiUoicy wUKa croMip of glory. And i^t the aaiM: ' 
^n^e bf» tacitly i^sioaated, that the strani^rs, if tlieir desire of co|i«eraiiij(. ■ 
vith him proceeded Cron\aQ.expectatioj[^of o.h^ining teni^ofal p^-efermenKa^- - 
iiroAldifi'nd then^eJves $;i;eatly d>isa|mjiiinbed : ^* Uvjiy m^n serve o^e^ Ut- 
t^iraYoJigiw ni,e ; and w^liere [ aiq^, there. shavM also my «ervain^ bp : if i^ 
9)liaiiaerve n\c, hjm^ will my P^jbher honour.'' 

'^qjp^batiog sarveyed hjis own safferin^^^^ and proposed them %% an «p 
f^mple to bia. qiscipl^s, tbe mebmcholv p^'oipe^t sp gi'e^tiy mpved him, Ihnt • 
-be uttered in a very pjUh^etio raan^ner hiH grief,, an.d addressed h^s heaiVen^ - 
t^'aL^ei; for succt>ur in bis distress : ** Navy is my aou^t troQ.bJed ; and wh^ - 
«hall I say ? OtheTi^ aayjo^ m^e froi^, ihja hoar : hjat (or thia cai^se con^e 1 1|^« ' 
ib.this hpiv." ., '•* 

yfd should te.irn. by this e^amala of oar L.')rd., th^t p;'ayer iji Up.:* 
9A^y method of easing th;s mind o.verwiielmsd with di«»tresa ; b^f»V 
Attli^esame tlin^ey to bp always resigned to the divine wiJlif.: foiC tnou^^if 
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\be wcfeknais of bamtn iHitara mty tbrinlc wli^ pmeettioos w lof^ 
fenngi of any kind appear fn all their hideoai forms ; yet, by rafleeS^ 
on tbe'wvisdoiD, goodness, and power of God, to deliver m, we oo^te 
myppoft eTery trial, however sever«, with patienctf, at be dodbtleis propoias 
tome happy end by these afRictiont. 

Oar dear Redeemer, baving gif«n vent to bis melancholy refleolioii«,«id[ 
made a short prayer to bis heavenly father, bei^ged of Ooi to demoastrata' 
Vie troth of bis mission, by some token which should not be resisted : ** Po- 
ther, glorify thy name." Nor bad the great Sarioor of mankind hanHy 
Vtier^ these words^ before he was answered bf an aodobks voice fiooi 
lieavea, *' I have both glorified it, and will glorify H again."* The mirft- 
cies thoQ hast already performed -have glorified my name;-wid, by otbrr 
miraclef, .to }ft wrought before the ions of men/ I will still coatiMela 
glorify it 

This voice was evidently pretematnral, retembling tbonder in looA^i, 
batsufi&cieptly aflieulate to be ondentood by those who heard our blessoA 
Saviour pray to his heavenly Father. And Jksvb told bis disciples, tbat 
it was not given for his sake, but to confirm them in their faith of bis oaii- 
aion : ** Thi| voiee^" said he, «* came not because of me. but for yov 
sakes." It came to confirm what 1 have fold yoa relating to my saffenag^ 
death, resurrection, and the conversion of the whole Cicntiie aiarkl to the 
Christian Religion. 

A prospect nke this, contd not fkil of being agreeable to thatrompassm- 
ate Being, who eame down from heaven to redeem lost and oadooe man- 
kind, and of removing the melancholy thoughts that aQicted bis spolle« 
aoul ; and accordingly he cotnmnnicated this comfortable reiection to Us 
disciples, telhng them tbat the time was at hand when the kingdom of Sa- 
tan would be destroyed, and the sons of men exahspd with himself into the 
bappy r«sions of the beavenly Canaan : Now is the judgment of this world : 
|iow shpitlthe prince of this world be cast oat. And l» if 1 be lifted w^ 
from the earth, will draw alt men onto me. 

BmI the people on hearing oar blf^sied Redremer affirm, tbat li? vas la 
safTer death on the cross, or as he termed it, ** be lifted up from the eaf1l^* 
coaki not recotaeile what fie said with f be prophecies made concerning (be 
JVfe^si^t^ whoni tbey supposed was npver to taste of death : *' We have 
heaid," sakl they, ** out of the law« that Christ abidi-th forever ; and how 
sayest thoQ, The Son of man must be Kfted op ?" To which our blessed 
iiord replied, that tbey should soon be deprived of his presence and mirar 
cle, and tbereforo they would do well to listen attentively to bis precepts^ 
firmly believe the doctrines be deHvered, and wisely improve them to tfinr 
f ternal advantage ; fbr otherwise they wookl be soon overtaken with spirit- 
ual blimlness, and rendered incspaUe of inberiting the promises of the gaa- 
pel; that while they enjoyed the benefits of his preaching and mirachi^ 
which soifllcteiitly oroved the troth of his mission from the Most High, tbav 
abonld believe on him for by tbat means alone thry shook! become the cUC- 
dren of God : v Yet a little while is the light with you ; for he that wafcelb 
In darkness, brioweth not whither he goetfc. While je have light, beliava 
in the light, that ye may be the children of lis; bt. 

Having spoken these words to the people, our desr Lord retired privala- 
)y froo^ Jerosalem, probably to Bethany ; but notwiilfs^andinc the maaj 
ralrwpfes our great Redeemer had wrought in the presence of this perveriso 
and stiflT'necked people, the generality of them rrfu«ed to own him i*rr Ibt 
Mcasiah ; being AHed' with vain expectations of a temporal prince, wbft 
was to role over all the kingdoms of the earth, and piarc his tbraaa ia 
Jierosalem. dome indeed, even of the rulers, believed on btm, tbom^, 
valoing the good opinion of men above the approbation of the Almigh- 
ty, Ihey thoc^t it pmdrnt to conceal their faith, lest thcj shouki, like Urn 
IWAnevir be exesraflHiBicatcd, or pi|t aat of the lynagogoe. 
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B*— jWUK rfM BrbdacwiUiBgto^wiittbc Imt KHrameriop^ 
' ft ift, »hw e f» k tppe^nd, k mm nianed to Jeraulun i to mMire v^ 
.«• WaM^pB Ida ^oDOfaia, hi cmII IB tba temple, -Ueili^ Wliff- 
. dh n qe, NEimllh «« M w, bit «a Uh tku Ml me." At if be U 
mii the doctrine 1 pnaeh to Ue (UldjKa of mm, U w evidentij Iioqi God, 
IWhe ak* Hb>ak »9 p/e, h rfiwlfc awre |Wfrriy w Uic Aliai^bi/, |«U 
«Mta»fala tkOTWUi*Bdbj vbvN aathgti^ Atooe ( pn«cbtbe gbftiel: 
addiog, ke that mmlh Ito ninelei ) pcffot*, Mdh tbe oppeniian* orth^ 
■!■<( Ill ll aawtt Hf wifafc laet: !■■ tfaSwof R>g))ieo«tneH,«bose 
fcMMi Ji4wltbt4»'fc''»»«y ■fcwhtll* wairfmep «i« KiTolied. «a^ km 
<eMWlo4diver ■HwlMiMien oa a^ wU sOUal p*lpibie dfrkaeM. Ydli 
W* »m Wpbtbt tkpt^ that 1 wiU «t nwiet exccnte my judgineitU open 
that* «h» nliM la'tmbfaca'tbc 'dMMan oT the gospel » for 1 mQ nut 
come la eondcaa aad lo ?*■■■*'>• l**^ K* b*^ ^ world, uid c«n*(^MDtl| 
lotfjrmafjctatlaaad winriaf aaUiod h> fccKini the wicked fram Ae 
^«nar of tiMr wajtsn^tiriitbairflNt iDto^ p^ihioC lirtu, nhUh te»4 
to On imfff mirtfft of nj ^nbet't kngdoH : tbcj (bail aot batrevtt 
Mnpe anpaahhc^ y^ ^t^lectthe iMtiactwn»«od offiew cf talrttian nnw 
PHda to tbe)« j for Ua dactriiwi I ^m preacbad, thall bur wiii)GM V^;!!!!)! 
. ttem at tba a«f ul tribual of the lut da^ ; and as it tuu dggr^vtted ibeit 
-•■t witi^tlllieightf;!) IbcirpaniibBenL I mcU^dow, iImi U>e do^nnpi 
wd precept* w^ich the Pither b«tb Mnauundfld lae to prEttb, are ibt 
«Blf MKdiLMM of ttariMl life ; lod t))arefore 1 bare pronUed tbeia wilb 
*k«KKKt«*t faiUifaliieM, jienpiauty, andeanfi^vnce, coas^qacntly I am 
I wtfUy of ercfiit, boU witb rc^rd to mf mmiaa^ tnd Lhc ri)tbiulne» yiAb 
..^Ueh 1 iMva weei^ tbc pMonandi of Uia Hott lliQh. 

A di^Mrialioa «f pWaM and ckdai ■•• leot from Ibe (upremc council, 
■ wUleoor LKdsa* tbnpr<*cbiii| jn tbo tanplc, to tiL hin conceraing 
-ttaaatare«flln«ulbon^b:r*kpeh baaetad, wbetbei it vrm tt proplici. 
ijpriMt, or biqg, 4i'm fltlier perwa bfd a r^bt to lOKLe any alLoKlioni ei 
tb«r ia cbgrcii or «tate ; and if ho lud eiaim to. dtber of Xluae ctuncUri 
'front whoM be rcv^Tvd H ? Bal av ble«cd 3nuior, instead «f gi'^'ng <i 
Aract BQHver to tta Pbaneeih wk^ Ibaai aoiotbei ; prontituvg if >lKy le- 
aalvad hii^BcOien be veald *i*o fuwer thairt : " 1 »lta will »>k you on- 
'lM4g,«b():hirjotdt me, I io like naoMr will telljrtni by wbAta^thoiiiy 
«.Iid*4fccielbin». 'nie baptitmof Jobo, wbeneeiNU ii ? tmiu be^^eopr 
Anniraeiil" Mitt. zxl. H,8& 

Tbe Frie^i wen redacfl ^ tliia WMatiao to an extricahla dilemmi : 

^c^fiipNidcradoa theoK ktad, tfaatif tbcy wd it was IraiQGod, it woald 

«Uige tbem 4* acki»wled|;^ Uio aBthetilj ^Jbsu^, Jobo htvihg ib<u<: 

thaa Wee pafaHckl; d^okffd bin to be tte UeHi&li ; and on tba oLhcr, if 

' tk^ pererntM^ denied the antbwi^ of Jofan, thty would be in d»DJ;cr 

irfMncrfinDed ^ the people, iib^ in gniBTali C(insidere4 biimt^a gtf- 

>fltat;aa]' tbeiefere thoa^t it iba aodoligttilo mcLluid to «s&«f tr, 0)^lifit 

■ «oaM not XM ham wberxe Jaliii'« fa^ituqi r«S' Thug ttf ^^tTui^iD 

^' M JW t i tbe qaertloni aikad them by- Ja|t|i tbey left him «t V^ertibii^- 

'CliBagiiiBg the eoanoil tba iatirfa^fl tkef l^d «ent to ieaofi^y ^f^lft 

tbe Mme time, they plaiAly confaHe^ U^U tbt-j werf ouble t«pMi^ny 

■-tattosce on John Qm fiaptiit, noliriUiitandiBa he claimed the cbar««(f( A ' 

^« aeiMi^er fn.S God. and tbcy had Mnt to uatnine bit pietcDiUM^^ 

-Thfiwaiin effect to BehMiwIedge. that UwjfVFace incapable of Judgiacef 

■Mf^fephet whatHtever ; well tbereforc, might (he bleued /aii.-»Mj, 

• ** Ifeitbcr telll JOD by what aniboritji I do tbcM lfaing»."ye liave na.'rml't 
'Io ■*, rince von have eonfetied yni are ooidtile to judfe ; and br.thtc 

• nawD, I tball not Nliiry joni inquiry. ■ . ■ ■>: 

lUi depotatioD of tbe elden ha«nf Mtd, titA ibej arfre ignMant.^jyipt 
('Wbeoee tbe baptiirn of John >rai, our b'icnad Sa>ioa> >h«p|y fffhafc^l i 
ihwD, conTejfiog hit rc^awf in tba fwtki^tt Um t«(! Mi mni^mjijj' 
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'■wUk Hi lith^yal^^r fhiejriid ; uld itatde Ihm eendabii tbemMlm 1^ 
ukiog Ibeir opinioD 6f Uie 1#0. 
'* Aceriiin man hiil tna lona ; and he ame ttftbe flnl'indTMid UH^ 

fworktofcy in ray vinejard." But thit aUTldon^ jMUe/eiYMaA-' 
latiNMd the bind eomrauid of hit fath<^r, ud ^Ah*A tbelewt ptiSSf 
•r MriktM of respECt, antwered, " I tvill not :" Ut atU» WfleHt^liitf. 
tfe toipnpricty and iodee^ncy of juch IxliaTiDr t» Uk flbA*rih^ lAtU' 
fmi Uxh&f be rep«nled of nhut ti« hsd done, aitd *eiif lo ^ori'in Wf 
VfntjkTd. The lather having met nith to W*b a rC^ly frOltr tfie fit^Mft 
Mii,had'TeiSe<ITKiotl)e«ther, and in llie Mme matiMr; ordered Mnite 
wotk tlnAdaj in hii vineyard. ':^hii ion Mrsfnif dt^frerit fhilt)' tbe ftv- 
mer, and In a far; dntifl)! naaitM Mid " I go Sir'." Sat itotikiAuiua^e 
tSit aMmin^obcdiniGehedalaHdtodoMliii fatbic deitrildj he did wE 
go to woifc ia tkc viamrd. Tbe UQwer aod kWiiliir of tSli ^cond Kt^' 
«c,ra exactly eoBftwHuls to' that af <£a PbanMei ;. ttejf ([irh tliri Altt^fc-' 
fy the moit boDontable tillet, tnd'pKafeHcd ili« otniifk itu Torbii lemct,' 
ia thrir prajKri and praiicr ; feat at tEa laRie iStki itHiet to jo anj ^rtC 
of the werii that ba enjoined titem- In tlie character <St tki dlliVf Mtn, tbft 
diiporifion of the pnUicaoi and hvloti ii vM diacitllrid. Tlin ndtlM 
pcofsiMd nar pramiwd I0 do the will of their Creitiir ; tldt ttticit tUjf 
came to reflect lerioMly on hi| cDndjict,aijdtbeD'fleriafi>t^niViii'hidiiwet* 
•0 kindly mada them, they Mibnilted to onr Saviodr, and attended tliW 
Hfttt iti conMMMnee of tbeir faiib. 

bar Lord' baviag thn* &n)ihed' lli^ parable, atVed ttie fharfWA. 
•* Wbeihrr of theiD twain did tkc wiil of his Pathi^r ? They say nnto Vati, 
the lint."' Tttej did aot i«iaediate)}' perceive, Iliat by his ansiv«r the; 
condemned' tiwraMtTei, till our Saviour made a jiiit application to the 
'^Afile, in thh sharp, batjuit lebUke: ■' Verilj' I »■) Unto yen, llial lh«' 
■mMlctniand lha*artot> ^o into Ibe kingdom of God'berore yOu. For 
John cam nnta yoa in tbe way of rig|)ti«ii>n«M, and.ye belieTed bi« IM;* 
aor eniered'inlo your fatber'i. vineyard, though likri iKe saMnd mt; jm^' 
* hi the mtfit fair and rMdid iMoner ; " bQt ihe^iftiliWB'itnd tfia 
ieliertd him," rfpenledof Ikeiribriiier diwlMRftice/BiH eiitefld' 
iatd tbc ndcyaidi 

OnrblMMd ford did not. rnt (atie&dKlUi t^Wltig t1:e PWi&^ei tbo 
bAiloBineti of tbetr MQ>in Tfjactidg the ^aplitt, but be Ihcifght ptopertita 
to represeat the crime of the nation in rejecting all nre prophcli nbich had 
,been «Mt iloee Hiay taenme-a nation, and aitoif( Ibe rest, the only brgaU 
ten Son «f ^ M«it tiigk ; warniDK Ihem, at the tt»e lime, of ihcir dan- 
[ger, arid the poniihrnenl titot ttauld iaeintakly cniDc. if tbey 'contitiunl ia 
Utarrcbellkm. The nirtward laconomy ot idigipo, in Kbich ihey gloried, 
would be taken ff«n) them ; their relation lj» Cod, aa lils people cancelled - 
Hid the naticnal mnitiliitian deitroy^d ; but heeapta [\,ese topics «ere to' 
'4rcBely dilagreeaWe. be deliieted ihem under the veil of the followiM 
prable: " Tkew Wat," raid be, '• a certain howebalder, which rfaaledT 
^fneyand-, and hedged it roond fboat, aod dined a wine prcu m iL^Jr 
Sdift a towar. and Irf tt oai. to husbandmen, and *ent iola a f„ m^^T' 
■■ We freqiientij find in the lacrFd Scripturea. the aompariaWBrf the 
riiwreh lb a rlneyard ; but tbU pvtieuUr paraWe, fat the fuller MnnrtiM 
rf the iewa, it azpi«»aly- takari .tram the Bftb chapter of th«. proaUet ImUL 
with wkrh thej-oDald Mt ftil of being w«U aalUMi^^ nor inwrtntrfilV 
. HiMDiog, at ttta proplret « the and of tt add., " t£ *iii'eyar^ af luX«X 
-ofboittiflhelloBMtae liMelv and (ha (D^n of Jadah tua pleauBtj^l^ 
«bd he looked fai<>id|inent;. but beheld opinion jfot jiahUoatnJLTl^ 
hrhaldacry." Our Saviour, therefbre^ coatiHofd tha mHtAxr t!!i£Z. 
_lbe« ; " That »hta tht: Urae of the fruit diew near, hi leol hiTiertaiiri 
■p^Mbawdmen, that they nifiht receive tbe fioiti of iL And the bw 
-UMnm t«A bU-Nmnb. and teat cm* anA billed an^r. and aioMd 
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— ther.^ 'the Almighty lent the propbet9 to exhort the Jews to fiAif^ 
torn just sentiments of religion, and Ireail the paths of virttoe ; bfat the jetrli 
mtly irrit«led at tb^ prophets for the freedom tbey qscnI in reprarioj^ 
MiSp persecQted and slew then! with unrelenting fury, llieir wick- 

M^ hisweTerk in killing these messengers, did not iniUntly prbTOke fhft 

AUgfity to poor down his ven^ance ttpoii them ; be font ihor^ [kdphAi 
te abort a»d reclaim them, bat they net with ilo better fate ihtn the Mr- 
His mercy tiowerer still continoed ; abd that bo ttfeaiis might be Itll 
be sent unto tbeni bis own sOn, whose antho'rity, bfcing clearly es^ 
by podeniable miracles, dogbt to hive b^d acknowledged cMr- 
hO^ by these wicked men : bat how different was th^ c!oiilei|Qeiiba r 
"•When the husbandmen saw the son, they said aAon^ theitts^lres, TUiil 
tWe heir ; ^ome, let us bill him, and let ds seize on his idhferitmnce. Whed 
the LoM» therefore; of the vineyard cometh, what will he do ontd tlioii 
Ibaihandmen ? iHiey say ddto hiid, Ue will niiserably destrojr thoitS mdktA 
, and wilt let out his Vineyard unto other hdsbaadoied, lilrBiclt shaO 
lim the fruits in tbeir seaports. 



On bearing this answer made by the Phailsees, the p^|tte said, ** God 
IbiKi;*' surely these htisbandmen will nut pcbceed to such desperate ini* 
^y ; surely the Vineyard Will itot thos be takeii froni thcnu fidi, to dOQ- 
fna the troth of this, our Saviour added a remarkable proph^y of binf^ 
wtH and of his rejection from the llStb Psalm : " Did ye never," sl^ bei 
in the dcriplnres, Thd stonfe which the builders rqedted* iht same ift 
the bead of the corner ; this is the Lord's ddin^, and it ia marrd- 



iBoar eyes.^^ 



rejection of the Messiah hy the JcWs, Hfid the fecebtidn h^ Mel 
amorifr ihe Crentiles, all brooght to paH by the providence of Ciod. 
woaderful events ; and therefore I say dnio jroo^ the kidgdfM of God 
" be talvca firom yoo, And given td a nation bringing fottb the ftoKft 



The chief priests, perceiving the driflofodr SaViobr'l p>^^'^* ^t^ 
k^j incensed, and would gladly have apprehended biro ; but they fSe&red 
^ people, who acknowleg^ him as the Messiah While thcy initKdfuidti 
Ina m the teitiple. 

Bat as the rulers Were afraid to apprehend Jesus, he was at liheHy Itf 
pnBBti In the offices of his ministi^ ; accordingly be delivered amnh^^ 
yaiahle, wherein he described on the one hand, the bad success which thtf 
pfeaehtng of the gospel was to meet with amongst the Jews; and, otf tbtt 
other, the chderiut reccptiori eiveri it among the Gentles. This gradotti 
deagD of the Afmighty, in giving the gospeT to the ehildreb of ntke'ri, oaf 
bleswd Saviour illustrated by the bebaviodr df a certaib king< who, in hod ' 
oar of bis son, made a great feast, to Which he invited nteny gOests ; 'Aie 
kmgdbim of heaved is like unto a certain king ; Which mane a marridgfj 
for hh son. This marriage- supper, of great feast, signifies the joys cf 
beavea, which afe properly compared to an elegant entertainnlent, cfn aC 
cooBt of their e:icquisiteness and duration ; arid are here said to be prepared 
in hoilonr of the Son of God, being bestoWed on men as a reward f^ thnr 

But bHiore the sdpner was ready, the servants were sent forth tOcSaH the 
IpMiU to th« weddinj^ ; that is, wlien the falftess of time approached, the' 
Jearaasbein^ the peculiar people of God, were fir^ cKlIed to the' Mat 
feaitor heaven by John the Baptist, and afterwards ^|^ Crfaiaf MrtMf ; 
Wt thejr refused all these benevolent (^lls df mei^v, tfnd rejected Uk kM 
invitatfona of the gospel, though pressed by the preachirfg of the Af easil*h» 
•ai hia fisferimner. After otir Sai^innr^s. re^urrectTdn and ascension, the 
apMtlcs were sent forth to inform tli<^ Jews, that the gnspel covenant wat 
established J that mansions in heaven were preuared ; and that nothMiff wat 
wanting but their checrfol acocpiuuce uf the hundor designed them: 



IJPB 



or JESU9 CHSIST. 



^A|^A„Iifeumt'r»'rtVo;thr ttrTkots, wymit, 1^:11 tlKTnWliiGb.KreViddid; 
BAajd^ I fiive prepared my dinner; iiij oiteo Ao^ .fftUfngi ■rejiilMd,& ^ 
Wd^ ire^eao; ; come to ta^iaiin'nge," Bat\hti^ maiieo|^ Were^U 
WiUecaiifdl ai tb^ tarmer, Tbe 'Jetri ii^te^^inil,, the fsvpor oSiutil 
^i^m; iDockrd ii\ the meiHte ;. ■d4 *onie of them, more rnda than hib 
Hit, Innilted, bettj .^^ ttew the •erTahti th^ Iiad Wn ieot Iq icilt iF«>n 
u tbe marriagK'9upper of tbe Iamb : Bt;t ,w|ien ttte king hRUd Mv''*^^f IlB 




nigbtjr. because t&ej were appointed by h __ 
Xbii once fiivnorlte, but i)Ofr, rebelUona people.^ - <_ i 

^ the benevelerltcills df tha joipel being tb'ni rejected .tiy^tbc Jew»,ll 
Kng again kdI fbitb hi* seiriplt ioto tbe coonlrieg bf tbe Gentileit isln. 
SrdeTi to eompel i}[ thJt tb^J met with to come in to the marriRge. Tlilt 
wai itniAediatel; ddiiej ^nd. the weddjng nai rurnished Wtthgaeili: jtdt 

Ehen the bing came inlot^e apartment,. " he iftw tbetfe a mUk which -uU 
, it on a wedding Katmeht ^ and he Miifi tint'6 him, friend, bow cAmiut 
thaa in bnber, not baViig on the wedding garmeot ? And he wu ipee'cb- 
|e>*. Then Mud th^ bine to lh« lemots, Bind bim bao^ and fooT, aad 

.take titni aniy, and otit^ini int6 nat«r darkne^« ; there gha1I be Mktplhg 

,luid gnMbing of tepth : for ntany are called, but fbw arb cholen.'* Wt. 

kxli. 11, lia. 13, 14. . . 

The latter |Mrt oTlnli {MrapTe reprcienli the (iniljiij(!;mmt, and teacfaea 
jta, that t}iou^h the Gentile* obeved the call of tbe guspel wjlh more utcri- 
& than the }ewi yet Ibey »bOiild tiqt alt be Mied. And by the cqn^lii- 

;kian orthe p^ble we Icarii.^thil tbeproleiUan of the cliristiin religiott 
win not.iBTc a nian anieti be liTFi in a manner conformable to it'i Drt- 
ce^tfL LM tii, therefore, Who have obeyed Ihe call, anil are b}- profei- 

:Mon the people of Ond, think oftetl on tbu awful liay, v/hcn nt Uni; 

.will borne tri to see hi* aaiiiU; tiben tbe Almighty will, with the gr^jjt 
■niiAniju; view every •bul that laji'. claim. 10 the joj's of heaven !. (it jip 
thfiit(_ af the (peechlMi confniion that will sieze *DCb at ba*e not git lbs 
wedding Rarment, abd of. the inexarahlp anxiety ftith which they WiiLbe 
IbAi^iiMied to weeping and gnashing of teetb ; and let ni remeinber, ihat 

■ i^ htf e .leen fbr a while l^ light of the goipel the fair b^raiplp of an 
feteriiU hope will add deepier and mdr^ *en^ble borrot* te tbon glboa^ 
te*erhi.' On the ether hand, to BUtidate and eocbiinge hi,, let n^ think 
iilM ^ the harmony, pomp, and beauty of beaTep, tbM will ^d tQ tUe wh 
liBmnity, theiiiainificenee.andtbejaytof t^ bapn' (>■>>*>"«'> Uui DMC- 
I'iitge-idppet bf the l^iiib luU be telebratea. 

mtii if f lafil ilii**^-**- -**- '*'^- ■*'- 

■*!' '*!■ '^1' '^\'M,'f^^M^'9f*'9f* 

^ b H A P T B R xklX. 

Oitr Saviour answers tie intidinit QuMtton irfliePimtieu'einai^Au 
f*j(tig ^rUfO^ to Caesar: J/eamfvl^lit Saddiiaet vA'6 jtusttoM 

. AmimicMiitg tit Resurrtciion : Jfy iAouttA wMeAkrt tkttTto gnat 

. CommandaittUi of tAe Iaw : A prepHstt/i io lit Pkarittu a Quel- 
lion amccTKing htmttlf : He trXorteti to ofreii«e tAa Oaclrimt but net 

. iofoUow i/ieevilEiamplt.af lit-Scrifrramd Pidritta) andpoitmi^ 
iarly, not Io imitate t/icir Amittigii : H« pronotmcelA rfrttrr 'fFoea 

. %gatwltAt ScrtiumrnUPJMrittufartiar BUndinia land Byftoritjf t 

, imd pri^titli iAd liaihstion 9/ Januaimit. 

THE par«bTa of the tiitniaB;»mner ineamed tbe HiariKei In lecb » 
•««I5«. Ihtt th^ iooiMiitaly cteMiM witt tbe HerodhuB wr BmUbccw 

2i 
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on dM moit pMper mclbod of patting onr Lord to dealli. ft it toffidm^ 
eridMii, thai liieir hatred was now carried to tbe Ughest pitch becaoK tStf 
mbit viohmt enmity which had so long raMsted between the two itt^ 
was «in Uiif occasion ibtptaded,* and tbiey joined V^getber to cxecAW Uwf 
cmel determination on the Son of 6od : tbe^, howe?er, thought it dWJI 
eligible to act very caotioutly,- and endeavoikr if. piMtfUe* Co caCcb MB 
bnly expression from him, that they might rendler fafim odidns to the peo- 
ple, and procure lametbing againift bim, that might ierve.ata BaiSt iOir*tf 
piresecnlion. Accordingly, they^ tent iome . of tbeir disciple t 16 Uib 
with orders to feign ^oMielves just jnen, who . maintained Che greeted 
▼enerftion for tbe divine Iftw, and dreaded nOthiog more than the doiu^ 
any thing ioconsistent with it's precepts ; and, under this specioUr daft 
•f byp6erisyf to beg hii determination of an a#air that had long lainhtAvy 
' on their consciences ; na.me)y, the paying tribute to C^af, ^Incb HAf 
ihonght indbttsistent with ■ their ^eal for religion. This Qoestioii was, ft. 
seems, furiously debated in onr St^io^r's time ; 6ne Judas, 4 native of 
Galilee, having inspired the peopU with a hotion, that taxes to a foreign 
power were absolutely nhlawful. A doctrine A) j^leAsibg to t&e wortdl^* 
Akinded lews, could not fail of friends; espedally emong the loWer clm^^ 
and therefore, must bsve manyparttsans amongst the Ainltitude that 4fte|i 
■imrouncfed the don of God. The priests, therefore imagined, that it wif 
not in his^owertodeeidntbe poirtt, without rendering himself obnoxJoaji 
to sonko oftfae partiei ; if he should say it Wa< lawful t6 pay the taxes, ther 
believed, ttrat thef people iiiif whAse heiCriog the qnestion Was proposed, 
«muld 1^ incensed agaiAsC htrtr, not only as a bate pretender, who, on be- 
teg attacbed^ pablicly renounced the ebaracter of the Messiah^ which he; 
ftsid assumed among hif friehdst but alsa es 4 flattered of piincei, and 
• betrayer of the liberttei'of bis country, one who taught doctrines in6o|i- 
^tent with the known privileges of the people of God : but if lie iliMm 
siflSrm, thai ft wais unlawful to pay tribute they determined to Inform tW 
-Kovarnor, wh^ they hOped^ would punish him as a fomeiiter of seditibd. 
• ilighly elaCed wit6 their prefect Ihey aecordingly came ; and, after pftMiuK 
an eeoffliultf on the truth of his mitfsiod, his courage, and his impartiality^ 
■they proposed this famous Question? *' Master, said they, we know thit. 
thou art true and carest for Ao mah ; for thou legardest not the person df 
aien. bat tecchest the #ay of God in truth. Tell us therefore, whaB tbiilM* 
est tboa, is It lawful td gite tribute unlo Cassar or not ? 

However, though they had artfully laid the scheme, they codld dot A- 

Cive our bless^ Lord, Who beheld the inmost i^cesaesof their beartl^ 
^saw their 'Secret lotenlionB ; and, eccordiogly calied them bypocrities, ir 
/Signify, that thoagh they ma^e conscience, and a regard for the diving wtl, 
. tbeii^ pretence for proposing this question, he saw their desigOt and knew 

tbet their intention^was pnly to ensnare him. 

KeverCheless, oar blessed Saviour did not dfecliDe answering theiVquei>> 

tion, but previously desired to see a piece of the tribute nioney.' 'fhdr piece' 

was accordingly prodocedf, and proved to be coined by the RoiAtl'ifiir. fTpoU 
•wISch onr deaf Lord afnswered them,, since this money beai'9the iib^e^f 

Csesar, it is his ; and by making use of it, you eeknowledge hh sat|Mvity : 
^if so, I leave it to yourselves, to judge whether tribute ought u^tid he 

paid towards the support of that government which ye have acknfUrJIpdg- 
:ed, which ye cannot shake ofif, and by which yoUr tranquility is prewM^sM: 

but, at the same lime that you dijicharge your duty to Hie civil .m^itnte, 

you should never forget the doty jou pweto your God ; ^t raqii(l|i6er 
.that as you bear the image «f the great, the omnipotent feng, you ainphis 

subjects, aud ought to pay him tbe iribote of yourseltes, serving %[ito 

the very utmost of your power. 

,^ Under a pretence of reiigioo, the Pharisees and their followers ollen 
joatified sedition j bat thu Ueroijii^s, in onjef to ii^aaUto IbenMciHt 
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fgStk tt» rdgning pbtrers, micle tbam a bomplinieiit of iMr MWleknMi; 
implying with wbttdiMr tliej eDjbmedfaowey^r opootSte their tonflhiwlt 
plight he to the divide lav- ' Uur l^ofd tbererore aaapted hit :aiMW6r !• 
|htt9 both exhorting them in their regarids to God- ana the magifltnitey 10 
igiVe each bis doe ^ as, wheil:thei{r )rigl!ci -only areiniitled on, tlwre can be 
|w ibconsiif^iicy betwieen thenf. 

' ihEsu9, by 90 nneippejcted an aa8#ef« eonfited tbeni on their own prin* 
4Btples^ and shewed^ thai the rights of Godi and those of the magistrate, da 
itt»t in tbe^ast intcFferp^; ^c^nse niagistrates ^m Crod*s duties, and 
jNle by bis. aQtboxftjr : this ^oite discoooerted and silenced these orafty one^ 
nies } they were -fstpnibhed botb at his having, discovered their design, 
#nd bii wisdom ii^ avoiding the snare they bad so artfully laid for him : 
^* When they heard these wqr4f, M^ mafWdCed, #nd left bim, and went 
Iheirway." Af att.. ixii. $2. 

■ But the miscarriage of this scbnnie $4 not intimidate otbers from renew- 
ing the i^ttack ; enemies came agiinst him fi'nrti every qoarter. Tbe Sad* 
4<>c^*9 who denied tbe. doctrine of ^ fntore state, together with the xo^ 
Isttnce of angels ai^d spirits, iirst retnmed to the eherge ; proposing in 
liiiii their strongest argnnient egainft tiio resorredion which they 
deduced from the law given by Moses, witb r«gi^rd to marritge: ** Mas- 
fnj^,** 'said they, !f Moses wrote onto ns, If a man's brother die, Imting a 
Vrifb, and be die wi^beal children, |hat bit brother should taUe his wUSs, 
Wnd raise np seed unto his brother. There were therefore, sevep brethren ; 
and the $r&t toob a wife^ and died without children, And the second 
took her io wife:, and be died childless. And the' third look her^ and in 
IHte manner the seven also : and tbey^ lef( no children and di^. Lmst of 
fUl the woman died also. Tlierefoce; in the resorreetlon, whose wifo 6f 
Ibem is she ? for keftn bfnd her to wifs.^ f ^ube x%. 261— 33. 

But the Sadduceea, belie^i^g the soul to be nothing more than a refined 
fnatker, were persaadedl, that if there was any future state, it mmtresefm* 
{Me tbe present i and the being in that st|Ue material and mortal, tljnMUimaB 
face could not ba continued, nor the indtviduals rendered happy ^tbont 
the pleasures and oonveniencies of marriage ;^ and hence oonlidti^^bttt 
fvery man's wife would br restored to him, as a necess^y com^nence «f 
the doctrine of the retnrreetioB, €ir a future state. - * V. ' -• t 

But our blessed Saviour soon t^nfuted this argument, by toRbig tlie 
Cladducees they were ignorant of the power of Qed, who IM created 8|HrH 
as well a^ master, and>ho can rendtf man completely, hapny in the en- 
joyment of himself. He also observed, that the natqre of the life oh* 
tabled in a future state, m«4e marriage altogether snperQnoas, 'beeause 
In ' the world to came men heiqg spiritual and immortal, like the an^ls, 
tbere was no need of naturid means to propagate or continue tha kind • 
n* Ye do err," «ud our dear Lord, *^ not knowing the Scriptures, nor the 
power of Qod. For in the resurreetiob, th^ neitlier marry, mar arci given 
id marriage.*' Matt. xxii. f9w *'*' Neither can tbf y die any more ; for they 
^ equal unto the angels, and are the children of God, being the cbilfrett 
jpr tbe resurrection.** Luke xx. 36. Hence we may observe that good 
Ulen are called the cfhiMren of the Most iligh, from their inheritaoee at 
tbe resurrection and particularly 09. acoouot of their being adorned with 
te^Eioitality. 

' Having tbi^s sbefwn tbeir igndninceof tlie true nature of a future state, 
and the dlQerenpe between corporeal i^d spiritnal beings, our dear Lord 
^(\0ceeded to. ibew' that they were also ignorant of the Scriptorea, dud 
jianlcularly of tbe writings of Moses, from whence they bad dmwn. then* 
oljedioti ; Ibr be demonstmted, from tbe very law itself, tbe certainty of 
f resorrection, at least that of just men, and consequently quite demolished 
the opinion of tbe Saddneees, who by believing tlie materiabty of tbe soul, 
\0f^aad thai wn were mmlhilnted mt ibmr death, nad tlyrt Uwur opoioA 
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^nt fraaded milKe writiogf «r Mom : ^^V^Wj^wMotrUionfy^iki^ 
llM doad •» niaed, even Uotie^ ibetfod si the iNHh, whtn be called tk% 
l«oid« ibe God of AbriJ»m, «nd the God of Imm, and the God of Jwplb^ 
For be » Bot • Gii4 of the dckd, bat of tbe ftrieg ; for all live aato him/li 
hak^ XX. 67, 38. Af if he hmd Mid, Tb« Ahniishtjr cannot prop^ly ba 
failed Gud. uniei« be hat his people, and be Lord of ^ bfing. 9ttieih 
tlier«;frro, Moset called him the God of Abraham, Ibe God of Inar, and 
the God of Jai-ob, too^ afier tbe^ venerable palriaidw arete deed, ibe rar> 
latioo denoted by Ibe word Ciod ttill Mibpisted fe twe ca them ; conseq!Denfr>. 
ly (hey were not anofbiUted as yoa preteoded, bq| are itill in being;; and 
^nliifue to be the fter\'ant4 of the Moal Ifigh. * Thi« ar^^m^nt ffM eea^ 
i:lutive ; it eiTectnatly tii^^aced the Saddaceef.and asreeab!/ tarprited Ifaa 
people to lee the objectioa, hiUiPCta thought impregnable, totally A b ol iahrt p 
and the leet tbfy had ioog abominated, fully confuted: ** And wheo tbi 
jpBoiUiude heard thi^, they were astooUhed at bis doetriiWL*' Matt. zzii. 39L 

Though the Pharisees had joined with the Saddocaeiy in order la pat oOB 
Ui|i!ied 3avioar lo death, they couid not fiul oi' bein;^ pleated to tee tbciv 
ia ve terete eoemiet put to siience, and the famous argament they had to of" 
ten p^fipoted with ostentalion, at unanswcnbl<^ fally confuted. Ifo^ 
coa^d <hpy ie((ain Crom g)viog the Saviour of mankind the praise doe ^ 
bit taper! at iTe witdom ; tor one of the bcribes detired ' bun to ^ve bi% 
ppinioo, on a question often debated a iioogtbeir teaphert : namely, wbicbi. 
wa» the gre^t bommaiidnxeot of the law. ^be troe ceasont for their pc»* 
po^ng this question, wbs ;o try wh<^ther be wat at well acqeaiated with 
the Mcred Uvf, ao j the debutes that bad aritea on difierent partt of it^ a| 
be wa» ifi ueiivin^ 4rg amenta from the inspired wci(ert to destroy tho ts^ 
Rett of tbote w.o denied a future ftate. ' 

In ordrr lo uiuitirstand the quettion propotedto oar Uetted Savioar bp 
the ^crlba it mutt be remembered, that so me of the aiott learned Eabbint 
bad declared, that ityst law of tacriiices was the great eommaodmenb'4 
i»m« ibat it Wat the law. of arcnm^sion ; end othert, thet the law of uNili 
and washings had merited that title. Our bleated Savioar, howciev 
•hewed that tbey were all raittaken ; and that the great GomiQandmeni-of 
tbe law b the duty of piety ; and particnlarly mentioned that comprebeit? 
five tummary of it, given by Motet : ** Hear, O Itvael ; tbe Lord our God 
it one iJnrd :'■ and thou tbaU love the Lord thy God with all tl^ hearty aad 
with all thy tool, and with all thy mind and with ell thy ftceogth ; tbi| 
ia the firtt and great commandment." Mark xiii.-29, 30. ' 

Here I caniiot help observing, that Ibis tummaiy of piety begins wUb n 
ompbatical assertion of their being only' one God, the Makerof heaven Mvd 
auth, end the passessor of all perfection, in order to induce as to ase the 
utmost diligence in obeying bis preeepts ; the iSirst and chief of which i^ 
to ^fo him oor hearts. The Dirine' Being is tcanscendeotty amiable io 
himself, and hath by the inoiunerabje benefit^ conferred upon pa, tochva 
tillo to opr ntmost affection, that no obNgi^tion bears %Tiy proportion lo 
that of loving him. The honour astigned to thit precept, prove* that ^c^ 
is the noblest act of the human mind, and thi^l the cliiejf ingredient in pety 
it love, fonoded on aciearand extensive view of the Divine perfectiomb 
a permanent sense ot his benefits, and a deep eon yi^t ion of being tbe aaie- 
reigngood — our portion — our happiness : but it h essential to love, tbi( 
|here be a de)iij;ht in contemplating the beauty of tto object beloved wNftb- 
'^t that beauty be matter of sensation oj reflection ; that we frequently^ and 
avitb pleasQre, icilect on the benefits conferred on at by th^ pbjecls of oar id'- 
fectiont; that we have a strong desire of pleading him, great fear of ik- 
ing any thi^'gto ofTend him, and a sensible joy in thinking we are betaVr 
ed in return. tJence tbe duties of devotion, prayer, and praise, are ih$ 
aiott natural and genuine exerciset of the love of God : nor is thtt virtaa 
IP mpch any ttngte affection » at the continual bent of all tl^ affectiops qa^ 
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4i««ftof^Miil; donBeooently to ]qve Godit^i moob at poisiUaUl 
P^fc Ibe whole soai tbwiiw bJm, uid |o exercise all ii'a f^cuItieft oo Wai 
pB it's chief object. Accordingly ^i>c love of God is described iq Scrip- 
lore, by the several operations of the miad, *t a followiag bard afker God*** 
aameiy, intense conteroplatipQ ; ^sen«eof hisperlectiofi, f raii^^de for bii 
benefits, trust in his goodqess, attachment to bis service, resign^ion tcr 
his providence, the ob^ing of hi« coipniaodineDts, si^doi.rgtiop, hope, fear, 
joy, &c, not becaose it consists in M>y of those^sipgly, bot in them altogetb- 
^: for to content oorselyesw>^P%^^W regards to the Supreme Being, ^ 
^ot to be (|f!lected toward^ hioi in the m^Andr we oi4ght tfi be, and wbicl| 
his perfections ekim. ilence thfs words of the precept are, •^ Thou sbalt 
love the Lord thv God with all thy heart, apd with all ih^ iiool* and witb 
fdl thy mind, iind with all- thy strength ;" tha^ 14 with the joint force of all 
khy facoities ; and therefore, no idyl wl^atioover must partake of the love ao4 
Worship that it due to him alone. Bat the be»uty 4nd excellency of tliil 
•tote of mind is best seen iu its effects ; for the worship and obedience 
fiowing,from such an universal bent of the soul towards Godj is a^ mucl^ 
•operior to the worship and pbedienco vising from partial con^d^ationst 
is the brightness of the sun is to any picture that can be dr^wn of Uuit Iq- 
inioary. Thus, for example, if we look upon God, only as a stern law* 
ugiver, wtio can and will punish oqr rebellion, it may, indeed, force aq 
dwe and dcead of him, and as much obedience to his laws as we think wiU 
jilUisty him, but can never pryduce th%l constancy in pur duty, that delight 
in it, and that earnestness to pfirform i( in iff utniost extent, which are 
nroduced and maintained in the inind, by tlie sacred hre of diyipe love, or. 
by the bent of the whole soql tHfUftd towards Qod : a fr^me that const!- 
inles the highest perfection and happinesi of the creature, and, thereforoi 
Ihe most excellent that can b^ conceived, and the most lo be desired. 

We should always earnestly des|r^to be blessed with the presence of.thfli 
Most High, OOF sonls should pi^t ^ef him, as thf| hart pajneth a/ter tha 
water brooks, and even thirst for the living God* Ag^in, this commaod- 
ment requires q« to fear God ; and certainly we cannut love the Lord ob^: 
God, unless we fear and reverence him ; for as the love, so tha fear of 
Crodvis the sum of all the commi^ndTiients, and indeed the substance oC 
all religion, if we acknowledge there is a God, it is but reasonable wq 
iboutd reverence bis essential greatness and glory ; fpr you open a passage 
for a deluge of villany and wickedness, if you take away the fear of a Dteity, 
and that of Supreme Power, thi^t paq revfard ^w^ p^nish t)^e actions of 
men. 

• It is not eopngh thi^t we lave an4 fcaf 4^ ^^^^ Qigb, we mmt idso call 
opon the name of God in oar prayers and j^aises ; love and fear respect 
the inward worship of Grod in our hearts, and by this act of oi^tward wor- 
ship, we give an express iestimoiiy tl^at we love and fear bim : prayer and 
praises are the tribute and homage of religion, by the pile weaoknowledge 
4^nr dependence upon God, by the qther we confess, th^t all our bles«ngf 
and comforts ^re from him* Siiph therefore, as neither p^ay to Qod nor 
praise him, cannot be said to have i| Qod^ for they acknowledge none, 
but are gods of themselvus ; i^d as the love and fear of ^od are often 
used in Sicnptore for bis whole worsbip and service, so is this calling upon 
his name ; ^*- Boqr oqt t^y fury nppn the Heathen that know thee not, and 
Upon the fiimiBet that have not called upon thylname.'' J|er. x, 26, 

Bat to retoni-^-Oar bies^ Saviour having thus answered the qqestioil 

pot to him by ^c Scribe, add<?d, th«t the second commandment was tim% 

^wbich enjoined the love of pi^r neighbour. This had, indeed no relation to 

ihe lawyer's queitipn concerning the first commandment; yet our blessed 

. fiOrd thought proper to shew him which was the second, probably because 

(be men of his sect did not acknowledge the im<M»rtance and precedency 

: tif love tq thpir oeigbhottrf, or because they were lemaikabiy deficient ^( 
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8« pcictieeofit, at Je8V8 himself h«4 often fband io Iheir altaflnpU l| 
(I him: ** And the aeeoodit like onto it. Thoa tbalt love tfaf neiclilNm 
mrthp^W^ ^ ^^ 

Oar nature mask be brqoght to a tamper that it all love and goodaeuii 
If ire woQld become like U{>d, who it loire ; aod if oar touis. dweU ii| 
Oed and God in at. This principal will be also frttitfal ia every good work | 
il mil make as readily perform the duties of all relations in wbicb wq 
atand : and baeaose love worketh no ill to his neighboai*, therefore i^ it tbo 
falfitling of the law ; for it will pron^pt ^i to acfaeerfal and ready perform!; 
^nee of evefy offii^e, whether of jasticis or charity: that we owe ta bdc 
neighbour: all the bsat things we caii do, if de«titate of this principle, wiU 
appear «Uier the eifects of hypocrisy, or done to procure the esteeai o( 
inen : witheatlove, a narrowness of soul will shot os op withii^ ourselref^ 
and raxke all we do to others oaly as a sort of merchandize, trading for oq^ 
own advantage : it is love only that opens our hearts to consider other per? 
aons, uni to'fove tliem oi| theic own account, or rather on account oC 
Ckkl, who it love. 

■ Those' who possets tl^e effectv of this excellent teo^r well deaenre oafi 
eOQsf deration? they have a constant calm within, and are not dbtarbe4 
m\m pasnan. Jealousy, envy, or ill-nature : they observe and rejoice in th^ 




leighbours. It it trae love has a very 
the same tenrper will render many so considerate of the misfortooiet o( 
others, at to syo^patbise fvilii them in their distress, and be greatly afifeci-i 
«d with such obj*!ets of conipassion as it is not in their power to attitt ^ 
bat there is a real pleasure even ia this eompassion, as it meltti us into tha 
greatest tenderness, and proves us to be men, and Christians. The goo^ 
tSfOf by the overilowin^s of his love, is sure he is a favourite with his M%r 
her, because be foves his neighbow^ : his toul therefore dwells at aaa^l 
tbere is a sweetness in alt bis thoughts and wishes : this makes him dear ii^' 
{his viewt of'fcbiags ; no vapoars, no clouds darken him, but an imvaid to* 
fenity reigns in his mind, and such a liveliness in all hit tfaoughta, a|^ 
aprettds a cheerfuluess in his looks, an^ renders him grateful to all abojUt 
fiim. 

A cobstaotditpositioQ for prayei^, is always maintained in him who htt 
lUt eharita\)le temper : a calm mind is easily collected ; but nothing diaal^' 
patea the thoughts more, and renders them lets fixed and atteative tham 
passion. A charitable man who has had occasion to forbear and foi;giv4. 
others, and to return gooci for eyif, dares, with an humble assuranca tat 
lay cJaJm to mercy and pardon : for though he is ready to acknowledge, hft 
ia many talents indebted to his Maker ; yet being of a forgiving tempairf 
lie has an argument to plead for mercy and forgiveness, and to concfudp 
that " much will be forgiven him because he loyeth much,'' '^hera is such^ 
ftlikeness and svmpathy between the spirit of love, and the spirit of trott 
devotion, that they have a sensible influence upon each other, and the biui 
unll rise or fall in proportion to the other. 

But to return from this digression, which we flatter ourselves ha^. not 
been ditaereeable to the reader. We shall go back to the Scribe who waa 
attenished at the justness of our SaviourV decisions, and answered thafcfatf: 
liad determined rightly since there is but one Silpreme Grbd, wbdm wa 
most all adore ; and if we love him as much as we are able, and without 
ftfival. and our neighbour as ourselves, we worship him more acceptafalj^ 
than if -we sacrifice to him all the cattle upon a thousand hills, And oar 
fjord declared, that the person who made this reflection^ wat not far frottt^ 
the kingdom of God, and highly applauded the piety and witdom of it. 

During the course of our Saviour^s ministry, the Pharisees having pro- 
posed to him many difficult iquetlions with an intentiofi to prove hit pr9« 



liFE by jEatjar eiiaii^. ^ 

Ubttical giflts', he howpn hit turn, tboaght prbper tooMke atrkl of iMr. 
bill in the sacred writingi. For tbii pnrpoie, h6 kfktd their otiiidon if 
4 diftcolty eoncemiDg tlie Mewiali*ii.peaigree ;** What thinlMre ofCbrSflfcT 
l^hoce son is be ? They say ubto him, the sob of David." Matt. xxii. ML 
I know, aaswered Jebvs, y*a 8ay»\C9iRi«T it the son ofl>avid ; bot-lMir 
4fan Vea suj^rt that optnion. or render H constct^t #ith the woids'ff 
bilvid, who himself calls him Lord ; and ** how is he his son ?*' It seeaM* 
tliat the Jtewuh docteh'did not imagiDe that tlieir jfilessialb wenld be .eiH 
doe<i with any perfections greater than those that might be eijoyed. by W^ 
man hatore ; for though they called hilki the Son ^f God; they had no nb^ 
•fion that he was God, and therefore eonid not pretend to solve jlhe difficnity. 
The tatter qn^stion however, Alight have convinced them of their err^r ; 
for if the iMesSiah was onW to be a secaliar prince ai they sepposed, Snd 
to role over the men of his own time, he never could have been caU^I 
Ijord^ hy penoat who died before he^as btrn ; far less wootd so mightv.« 
prince as bjtvid. Who #as also his progenitor, h^ve conferred on him dnf 
title, Since, therefore, he not odiy mies over the vulgar dead of former. 
ages, but even over the kings from whom he was himself deceoded/aodt 
m kingdom comprehends the men of all oooatries and tiiies, past, pre«enl, 
and to come ; the doctors, if they had thought accurately <hpon the luhieft 
ihoold have expected in their Messiah a kihg different from all other kiiM 
Ivhatevcr : besides, he is to sit at God's right hand, '^ till all bis* enemie^ 
Are made his footstool." Numbers of CiiRiaT's enemies -are subject to 
•hjm in this life ; and they ^ho will not bow to him willingly, shall be redoo* 
^d by punishment, like the rebellious snbjeets of other kingdoms. 

He returned sOch clear and sol^ answers to the ensnaring i^oestioAs of 
Itfs adversaries, that they gave the people an high opinion of his wisdom^ 
and shewed thetn, how tar superior he was to their moit renowned Rab« 
bioSy ithose argument to prove thej'r opinioosy ai&d answers to o^eetioiMi 
"^hich were raised against him, were, in general, very weak and triflpf ^ 
fiay, his foes themseives,. from the repeated proofs tiiey had receif^ fropfr 
the prodigiotrs diejplh of his understanding ^ere iiYipressed with such aoF 
opinion of his wisdom, that they judged it impossible to entangle him in 
hii Ulk. Accordingly they left off attempting H, and trbiibled him no 
Jnofe with theii^ insidious questions from that day. 

Our blessed Saviour silenced his most virulent opposers by this means ; 
but having mentioned the final eonquest and destiaction of his enemies, 
^ho weie to be made his footstool, agreeable to the pr^i^tion of tb« 
royal Psalmist, he turned towards his disciples, and in the hearing of the' 
inultitude^ soleninly cautioned them to beware of the Scribes and Pharisees ;^ 
insinuating thereby, who the enemies were whose dest^aetioo he bad men- 
tioned : *^ The Scril>es and the Pharisees," said he, ** sit in -Moses' seat: 
mil therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do ; bnt do 
not ye after their works ; for they say, and do not." Matt, xxifi. 2,& 
tVhiie they teaeh the doctrines before delivered by Moses, observe alt, 
tliey say, but by no means imitate their practices ; for they impose caai(y 
precepts on their disciples, which they never perform themselves: <'jp0ir 
ihey bind heavy burdens, and grievous ta he borne and to lay thera.,oi 
inen's shoulderflt ; but they themselves will not move theiii with ene of 
fheir fingers. But all their works they do for to be seen of men." The 
difficult precepts Ihcy impose on others are never regarded by thoiehypo- 
Writes, and aiW good action they may happen to perform, is vitiated by 
ihe principle uom Whence it proceeds ; they do it onlv with a view to pop- - 
i||ar apblause^'and not from a regard to God, far less from a love of good- 
ness: they are proud and arrogant to excess, as is plain from their anectedl 
gravity in their dothes, from the anxiety they discover lest they should not 
obtain the principal ^eats in the public assemblies, and from their afieetin|p 
to be saluted in the streets, with the soucding titles of Rafcbj, and father : 



iii iAn or jesCs ctmisr. 

te thij make hnii ibar phyltcteiies And enlarge the bo'rderi 6i tkeli;^ 
larmevto, mnd lo^ Ihe apperrnoft rtfonit at feasts and tbe chief seAts 2d tlw 
iyriMg;ogM^ and greetings in the niaikati, and to ba called of tteii, lUbl^f 
Eabbi. 

The phiper iheAninji; bi tlie #ord itaM » glriiti ilnd it wAs giVeii Ui 
lliofle Mien vrho Had rendered tbemiielves remarkable for tKe extent of theii: 
kiarninc: ; it is therefor** no wonder that the |froad and saperdlioas t'harl^ 
tees were so fond of a title, which f^afa them greAt antbocity with their 
disciples, and hi|(hly complimented their tiiiderstandings; 

Bdt dor Lord*s folloi^ers were to decline thii title bccatise the thibg ilg- 
Mfie^ by it belonged M^eU to the Master, in whom are hid all tbe treasac^ 
tf wisaom and knowledge ; and becaused they owed ho part of thd^ 
knowledge to themseltel bdt deHved it enti^ly from hind wh6 . cam^ 
down firoid heiveri: "" Bot be not ye called Rabbi ; for one is yonr Mastei^ 
ewen Christ : arid All ye are brethren: . And call no man your Father dpda 
the etrth ; rbr one is yonr Father. Which is in heaven." MatL xiii. 8, 9. 
Lififei with All it*s blessings, comes from God, And men wliolly depend npon 
Inm ;all praise and thankfulness, therefore shonld ultimately be referred to 
kirn ; so that if Any one teacheth rightly, not the teacher, but the Wisdonik 
•f th^ Almighty is to be praised, which exerts and tooMuaicatc^ itself fay 

The disciple^ of hur blessed Saviour were likewise enjoined not to Accept 
bt the title of master or Itader^ which the Jewish doctors also eoorted: 
feecaole in point of commisMoiii And inspiration they were all e^al, nei*. 
Iher had they any title to rale the consciences of £iien, eicept by viftoe of 
the intf|^ratiOn ^hi^h they had received frnm iheir Master, to whom alone 
- the perbgative of infallibilily belonged : '* Neither be yei called i^iitenf ; 
for one \i yonr Master, even Christ." . 

However Our blessed Saviour did not intend by th?s to insiduslte', {tiat it 
iriU sihf6I to call men hy the stations they held in the world ; he only iif- 
ittidffcd to r(*pro^e the simplicity of tbe common people, who loaded thefir 
teach^^ with praises, and forgot to aacribe any thin^ to God ; And t6 roiA. 
oirt of the m?nd of his apostles, thn Pbafisaical vanity, which' decked itself 
%ith hoifonrf b>Ion^n^ solely tb the Creator of the aniverse.' According* 
1^, that he might instill intd their hearts humility to dispose ihem to do 
godd office^ to one another,- asoicca^On offeieu, he assured them, itwaa 
Ciieonly rbi^ t6 trae srreathess ; for, by assemin;; what. did not properly 
ielorig to tfienn. they sbonld be despised both by God and imin ; whereas, 
they should erjoy A high de{;rec of the divine favAur,' who did oot diidaitt 
fe perform the meanest offices of lovft to their brethren. 

The ^rib)es and Pharisees were greatly incensed st the afove disconirfes ; 
and» aa they wer6 pronounced in the hearing of many of that order, it it 
therefore no wonder that they watched every opportunity to destroy Mnr : 
but this was ndt a timfe to put their bloody deitigns hi fixecation. ; tho 
people set too hiah a value on hi* doctrine to suffef any violence to 6e 
offered to his person ; and, as this was the last eermotf he was ever to' 
preach in public, and asa1t hitf mild persuasions had hitherto proved inelleo^ 
tual, ft was necessary, that he should now use some severity.' 

lie aecOrdtngry denounced id the ntost solemn manner,^ ^rCadlGf #o^s 
against tTieih,, n6t on account of the personal iojuri(*s' he had reoiived 
from them, btit on account of their excessive wickednesl They were 
pBblie teachers of Religion ; and therefore should haVe ascd every metbodi 
in their power to recommend \Vi precepts to th6 ponple, and to have feo 
themselves shining examplci! of every doty it er^joined; but, oh tlie contra- 
ry^they abused every mark and ch?irartf^ of geodness for all the purpotea 
of villany ;^ and under the cloak of a severe and sanctified aspect, th^ were 
malicious, implacable, lewd, covetous, and Tsiwcious ; in a word instead of 
being reformart, they werelbecorruptcraof thepeoplci and coQseq|a«Bt^ 



•gMkt Redeemer: " WotHit^ tbU, Scribe* «M PbutaMi, bypAetUlM ! 
' Ikti fB ifaat vp the kMl^Din «( %^'Ma k^ltiitUM; fbrjit'nthbei'f^ 

Jannel*e>. nellher taBA ya thett Ait *te eritrHhl to go in. Wo aittfe tftv 
eribrt fttid Mtriibe*, ll);»>>i:Tites t'f*.r }« detoM- wtdbft^ Hottui, ana ftr 
• prelence make lifBg prajfen ; thkt^oM! Je ibsll »ecti*c the gnsKtcr ^uti- 
iitt'no. Wti atoto Tott S m 1 M ( mod fUHweii linraciitn'! M Ve toiltMH 
Vi and Uod tn ttate dnfe^lfrroiielvti, knd ntirti he h tn>^ y« nwktaliiia 
two-fuld morft thi chllf ornell thin <n)inKlTei.<* Matt. Xxtr). 13. 
' Tb« (h«ll mffer pmMtient tbit 9rUI IM terril^ i^me* becaa* j« have 
^trenv wMng- tntafprelaUnti iiFth#anci^tprmit>eHe4UineeriiIttg lu lifei- 
Vah, ^nddoifeall tn joM power ^ hind«r tbe pWple from tTb«nin)| of 
their liiit. aal betierlhi; the gD^t ; bccatiM yau h«4e colhiullteq tte grpw 
eit infquiti'i, trrf wi^, the clbak oFrAligion, Hve dctonrrd Ihe (BttilaDce 
bf wkltrtri «nd oT*anr, hoping h) W*b your irillaniti by hrnr Bray«n: 
becauw foO haVe e^tjirelljeil the' ^lektelt teal iHi|ghiriiIt fhTnaiitig prO|«- 
lytu, dot with krieit to render the netitllei more wile wtt Tlrtaojii, tqt 
'to vqatfe their ricb«), arid % f^amtQanil ov«r itieit- cnnsdercei. ; mil ititlc%d 
tof teacMnf; tb«9 precepts of tlrlue ind the nianl ^tiei bf retiglon, yon 
%«nAne tbetr dutieli to iopierttitioiii aad ceremDniat iDi^ithiiffni, and beo^ 
khey aftrn rfetapia inio their old itate of bctlheil>£tO| aKd become tvin 
picked than faenre ttteir cdarariioa «aA cttnaeqaently liable to ft mon 
ley ere Behlance, 

Dar Lord also AetttiODed, M k ^artiCdlM Atabbel-.Ifadr doeUibeatbA- 
%emincoathi; and declared In oppoAiAn lo Oifir ahciininiili1« lenett, 
Ifaat every oath, iF tbe matter pF tt be Ia«fat, h obiigalOTy ; bec^ii^f when 
tnen fWeatfiyaay pattof tbfecrEatiOn>itiian appesUo tIieCrealorb!iiiM^l(; 
for. in any Qther Hght, an oath of ttlit'kfnd l» abaolulnfy ridicuJoiis the «>- 
j»cl hariB^ iteitber ktiowl^ge of tlie'fkct, nor power 16 panisli the gerjorv. 
Woanloyoo, ye bltod guides, whicluRy, whosoevsr aball swe^rbylhelei^ 
b1e,itli nothing; bot whcifoftreT ptiall iWear by the geld of the lemplt, 
(eliadebtar! Te fools abD blind, wbelhsr is grealpr, the gold, or ttie 
tempi)! that santitiftetb the gqlcl * And, whotocscr shall swoar by the altur. 
It ii nolhhig ; bat whomerer iweareth by the gift that is upon il. be is guilty. 
Ve Fools ahd blind, for whettier |) greater, tKc gift, ot the altar, (hat «anc- 
tjfieth the gift f Whoto therefbtc ihaH iwear iiy the allar swe^t^tt) fa it 
kodbyall IfainM thereon. And whoao ihall sivcar by heaven, sweiirGtti 
try the Ihrrme or God, and by him that silteth thereop. 

Oar bleilMd Savionr a'so apbnided them with their Eopeiititipni DCV- 
ticei, ib obiartin^ the minutest parts of the ceremonia.l pToceyts of (fta 
I<w, and at the lame time utterly neglecting the eternal and indiipeiuibla 
' #ules oF righteooineas : '' Wo nnto ^^, ScTlt^s and PhafisBes, bypocriteB I 
for jn p*i If thes of mint, and ^nise and cummin, and Imre orpitte^ tha 
ireightter inatteri of the tav, jodgment, mercy, and fvtb i Ibete <Hi|t|t 
•ft to have done, and not to leave the other ondone. 



kmament that ^|i render them dear in ihe sight of their ijltiet : Wo d: 
I, Setibea and Pharliee), hypncritea! ftirye make clean tbe oqtside of 



S?i 



ID >nd <(f the platter, but within they are full of eitortioD and e: 



^TMn mind Pbariaees, cleanie first that which ii within t^e cup and pJaUw 
Chat Ihe ontnde oF tbem may be (lean alio. Cleanse ^rtt tTiy rainij Hij 
inward p«n, from nil diipositioni and eflectioni, apd thy Dotnaid ba- 
lnvioar will of coane be virtnons and praise- worthy. 
' ' Oar dear Lerd alto anlmadTerted npon the success of lleir liypoiTity ; 
Ih^ ^ihcelnd tha tinple and DntbtakioK part oFmankind, wit^ tUir pre< 
Aft 
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Ita^ed HBCtil^, ifpevinir like wbited senalchreft. b c a aHM ao Ibe fniUiA|^ 
wUle U^'r iatcr&al ^rtsweie fall of aacjcmiieM : "'Wo onto yo%. 
fcrifces and Pbarisecs, b^poeritei > for ve an }i»e bdio wUted sepolcliireiv 
which 'mA^ appear bteotifDl ostwrnrd. bat ue wHb:c foil cf de«d ineD'a 
kmef, afid of all oiic!eaniiesfc Eveo so je also ooAwvd j appear righteoqi 
■oto nKn. bat within je are foil of bjpecrisy aad iiuqoiij. 

He also censured them for the pains thej Had Ukeo lo adomiDg the lo- 

Siolchres of the prophets, b^caoie they pretended i ereat veneration for 
heir n^mory. and extn eondemLed their father* wbokliied them, sajia||» 
that i! thej had lived rir the d^ys of their fathers, they nooid hare opposed 
gocb monstrous wickedness ; while, al the same I. me ali their actiooA 
obandantlj proved, that they still cherished ihe same sp rtt thty condemned 
In their fathers persecutirg the nesseneers of the 5Iost High, particokrlj 
lis only becoltor Son. w£tm they Mere determined to destroy : '* Wo an« 
to yoD, Scribes and Phaiisees, k)(=oerites ! beenDie ye bai d the tombs of 
ihe prophets and gitrnlsii the sepulchres of the righteous, and say, if wo 
]»d been in the days of onr faibers. we would nrt have be«n partakers 
with thero in the b'ood of the propbfiita. Wherefo-e ye be wiinesses onto 
joorselves, that ye are the chiidreo of thCiO which kii'ed the prophets." 

Oar bles^rd Savicor added, tbai the divine Being was desire* us of trying 
^ery method for their conversion, Ibongh all ti^ese instances of mercy were 
jlfghted ; and therefore, they mast expect such terrible vengeance, aa 
ahoaldbe a stand tin; mono ment of the dirne dispVt-ure against all the 
morders committed by the sons of men, frum the fourdation ot ihe woFldf. 
. lliDS having laid before them their henious guilt and dreadful punishr 
'Sneot ; he was at the tboucht of the calamities which were soon to fall 
upon them, exceedinglv mMved, and hh breast filled with seosalioas of 
pity to such a degree, that uoable to contain himself, he broke forth into 
fears, bewailing the hard lot of tbe c'ty of Jerusalem ; for as it^t inhabi- 
tants had more deeply imbrQ'-d their hands in the blood of the prophcfi 
they were (o drink more deeply of tlie punishment due to such crimes. 
** O Jcrnsalem, Jernsa!em, thou that kille&t the prophets, and stoneat 
Ihem which are sent onto thee ; how ofter would 1 have gathered thj 
children together, even as a hen galhereth her chickens under herwinga^ 
and yc would not ! Beho'd, your houste U left unto you desolate.** 

This exclamation cf the benevolent Redeemer of mankind, is saeb as 
can Fardly be read wifhont a tear, and conveys a very strong idei^of hi^ 
love for that ungrateful nation. How ofien had the Almighty called apok 
them to return from their evi! way, before he sent his only begotton Soa 
into the world ? How often how emphatically did the coropasaicvnate Jk^ 
Bvs entreat them lo embrace the merciful terms now offered them by the 
Almighty * And with what unconquerable obstinacy did they refuse lb* 
l^^nevofent offers, alid resist the most winning expressions of the divina 
love ? By the word Aouse, our blessed Saviour meant the temple, wluch 
Xvssfrom that time to be left unto them desolate ; the glory of the Loid^ 
"which l-lap-cai had prophesied should fill tbe second house, was now def^ 
parting fmm it: adding, ** t say unto you ye shall not see me henceforth^ 
till ye ^^ a:l say, Blessed is he that oometh in the name of the Lord.'' As if 
Ic n:.'\, As yc have killed the prophets, and stoned them whom the Father 
1)t:'h sent from the courts &f heaven and will shortly put me, who sn| 
the Lord of the temple, lo death ; your holy house shall be left desolate 
and your nation totally deserted by me : nor shall you see me any Hdoxo 
till the iTho!en«tion is converted to Christianity, when all the deaeenaanU of 
5acob shall, with one voice, cry ou^,'* Blessed is he that comcth in this 
Dame of the Lord," as the multirude lately did. . . , . . 

In this manner, the blessed Jksus stripped the Scribes and Pharisees 
of their hypocritical mask. He treated them with severity, because their 
crimes were of the blackest dye ; and heuce we shall learn to be realh| 
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i^od, linl not flatter onnelvet that we can cover ow erf met from tbat 
fierciog eye to which noibiag is concealed with the cloak of hypocrisy. 

At the5e discoarses, the people could , not fail of being astoni«hed, U 
they had alway* considered their teachers a« the most righteous among 
the sons of men ; nay the persons themselves, against whom they wertt' 
levelled, were confojunded, hecaose their own consciences conirineed them 
of the truth of every thing laid to their charge. They therefore kneir 
aot what course to pursue ; and they let Jfssas depart without making 
any attempt to seise him, or inflict 09 him any kind of pimishment, being' 
prevented from potting their wicked purposes in practice until the work 
vat finished for which he was stot of bta Father into the world to do« 






CHAPTER XXX. 

CnRiST talwih tktipoor Widoto's txoo Mites a&aoi all iJie gifts sf ik^ 
Rich : IleforeteUeth the dtstrvction afths Ttmpk; sknoeth what signs 
und calamiiias should gobefare^ and what sAould happen at the time of 
his coming: He d livers the parabte of the ten f^rgins ; and of thn 
TaUnts, which a Icing distributed among his servants, to be improved 
by them : and in a third parable^ delivered at thd sam^ lisiu hit gives o 
description of the last Judgment » 

AFTER our dear Lord had exposed the secret praeticet of tfao 
Scribes and Pharisees he repaired with bis disciples unto the court of tho 
women, called the treasury, from several chests being fixed to the piilari 
of the portico surrounding the court for receiving the oflferings of those who 
came to woriihip in the terople. While he continued la the court ** Ho 
beheld how the people cast money into the treasury : and many that wero 
rich cast in much. And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw 
in two mites which make a farthing. And he called unto him his disciplei, 
and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, that this poor widow bath cast 
more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury ; for all they did 
cast in of their abundance ; but she of her want did cast in all that sho 
liad even all her living. Mark xii. 41, 42, 43, 44« 

This poor widow^s oOTering was, in itself, very smalf, yet« in proportion 
to the goods she enjoyed, it was remarkably large ; for it was all she had» 
even all her living. In order, therefore, 10 encourage charity, and shew 
that it is the disposition of the mind, not Ihe magnificence of ihe offering, 
that attracted the regard of the Almighty, the Son of God applauded thi» 
poor widow, as having given more in proportion than any of the rich. 
rheir offerings though great in respect of hei's, were but a small part of 
their estates, whereas, her otfering was her whole stock. And from this 
passage of the gospel, we should learn, that the poor, who ' in appearance 
ore denied the means of doing charitable offices are encouraged to do all 
they can ; for how small soever the gift may be, the Almighty, who beholdf 
the heart, values it, not according to what it is itself, but according to tho 
disposition with which it is given. On the other hand, we .should leant 
from hence, Chat it is not enough for the rich, that they exceed . the poor 
in their gifts of charity, they should bestow in proportion to their fortune ; 
and they would do well to remember, that m little given where o little only 
18 possessed, appears a much nobler offering in the sigb^ of the Almigbtv, 
and discovers a more benevolent and humane tamper of nindylhan a groat- 
ft lum eat of the abandance of tho rich* 
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_ ^MbMd. mi Iba MuauaMof to inllMtfc 
•vcr JiraiaWM tJHl tite temjpk itoy4 iwl M15 omm Im &vmmA itHhlte 
pyf—W tiU t^eji tboiAd «f , -< Bmimj u k ih^ cootetk im lh« Mm of 
thftl<iiii," vkch fkcUntiom grealij aaryrwei MidMcipUs; ■fi4lkei»' 
IJMM^ «* h« w%ft Aeftfiii^ from ikai McraA tlUw^m^ tbev dsHnd hrai It.: 
■hi«rm^ kMty of Mm ViiPiic, iajHwrtii^ cbtt tfiey IkMgtt ii iiiMga 
W thMli ittirotc •■ iDt«|Mi«a of b«riBs tt 4Pf(»iBle ; lk«l lO g loiiW tt ^ 
labrici #eMMtc4 im every comet of iIm emiik, vaa not to te ioMftM^ 
nMf : o«l tfaii 1^ AjM tbink ChcnselTes Mpcemci ottfpjf wImb I»« 
«| Umb McMkfa^ ood doMendeoi of DivkL, liioiiU Uke pouciaoa of il» iM^ 
orecfc jbjithcoiio io the »i4al of JcriiM&tiB: -* And o» ne went oil •( tkn 
tomp!e, ofse of bit diiciplei saith onco him, M osier, lee what mopBOff 
•f Uoflcib oikd-wbot bfliidini^a are herr ! ^ Ice eoiUm wall of ibe teoiploi, 
wU.-b fronlod tbe Alcuot <2 Qlivei, »:.- hither the di>ciule«, with their Maa* 
ter, were then retiring, wot boiU from the hoctom ci the ralley to a pror 
digiutti beigbty with stones of an incrediole hoik, firmly compacted togeth* 
cr« and, therefore, mmde a very grand appcaraoce at a distance. Thk^ 
cailern wall it M|»oied to hare been the imly renainf of Solomon*! torn* 
p'e, and had leaped when the Chaldemn* burnt it - bat this bailding bowef<- 
or eniCly or Mrong it appeared, one Savionr told Ihrm thonld N l a in il y 
^ntroycd : •< SobA thoo," f aid be, thete fraat boildingf ? Thero iball «o^ 
le left OM itonc mm Mother, tbal iboU not bo throwii daw*." M*rk 
ziii. S. 

Thia vonerable atrvctare whkh yoQ behold with wondw, idormd with 
Inge stones of oiaamig bean^, stbaU b< raced to tbe fery foondalioa. tW 
diteiplesy therefore, whra they heard tlwtr BM^ior afinn, that ftoiao 
nuch as one of these enormous stones, that mocked tbe fory of Nebnehad- 
■einar's ariay, and iwf ived tbe destructive band of limo, wos to fes left 
ono upon aootlier, tb^y perceived that tbo wbolo tempio was Ui be dM»^ 
Hsbed, ba did not snspoet that Uie saerifieos wore to bo tobett away, Mid ft 
ROW raligrcn introdooed, wbiob rendered the temple pnaecesiory. Thoy 
tfierefoK, flattered tbemaelves. that the fabrick then tftanding, howOTCt 
florioos it might appekr. was too smaU lor tbe ooaKroos wotahipp«rft wki^ 
wooU frcqoeBt it, when all the ntlions of tbe world wcro latjeet to Iba 
Ilf esMob^ kingdom, and was, therefore, to be polled down, in otdtr la ks 
creeled on a more magnificent plan, soitabft to tbe idot they had oaftce iw * 
•d of bi» folofo ei^re. Filled with these pleaiing imagbiatioiis, Ik^ n^ 
CBved the news with pleasu^, meditating, as tbcy waifced to tfao m ai l * 
tain, on the glorious things which were iborUy to coma to pass. 

As soon as they arrived at tbe moqnt of Olives^ and their nMabtf bad 
takaa his seat An an eminence, from wheoee they bad a prospeoft dl tM 
tempU &. part of the city, hii discipi<M drew near, to know whea tka dsaa 
iitioD of tbe old stmctore was to happen, tnd what woiv to be the ligM if 



bis coming, and of the emi of the world : ** And as he sat upon Ike ttoaal 
of Olives, the di«ciptes came nolo him privately, saying, tell us, wImh sbril 
these things he ? ta^ what sbal) he the signs of tfa^ coming, knd of itn - 
end of the world. ?*' Matt xkiv.3. 

It is probabI<! the di«dples meant what signs shoald preeeda tbe uctUita 
ofUiatextiMitivo Pknpiie, over which they snpposedtho Massiab wai lA 
re'gn ; for they stiU i^jvpected ba woold govern a seealar kiOgdoOk Tftaf - 
Ihensfoxa, connrcled ihe demoliOon of tke teapla with ifaera MUter^ 
coming, tb<kugk thy had not the least notion that, bs Wat todcHf^ Iba » 
lioo ; and ctiaoge from the religious worshipi Tkey^ lheM«ii#, mekit i^ :. 
th<* t-nd of rbe world, or, at tbe itoids shoald have been trafiikiled, thO l 
end of tbf. age, tlfO p«*rii.kl of the political goyen-ment tlien oxecuted by 11^ 
then procurstori>,-anri c«»«l^ider^ the4r Master's coming to destroy tbeooa* * ' 
fitilMmr ^Ua u^iringv Bt • veiy desirable event : they aslo tboogbt tbo ' 
demuIiiioD of the temple proper, as tbe.y expected burger and moit ^ 



LiFff Iff iE%m €HRIvaL 

fUffuArhaUt^ unM tatenMUa fai ii'tilMi u»F(«P^^*^^'M«dW 

. ft wiM •■tflcwfitftf iBWMt, that U|it it the rsal icaie .of Um ^itaiplti ^Mf^; 
lion, if we consider that tbey wero delighted with the promel ; wIwroHiii- 
tf tHey had iMMl K»y Ow end of iko World Uie fiool period of *ll thkig^ 
ifao deitrsetioa of tho UmpUi wMikl have exhilnfted to Mieoi ii awltiieliolj^f 
fRMpeot, wUch they popra ppk h^re Mm^> wiibovt i^ deep eoAeera* i^ 
IMr pi«8Mi4 temper of mind. 

Tfaerofore^ oor Woftcd Lord was carafiil to oooviooe them of their am^ 
take, by lelUng them, ihat be waa not coone lo T«le a aeoolar empire, m 
they ttipeeed,bot to ponisli Uie Jews for their perfidy aod rebmioii, hf 
tie»tioyiBg both their temple & nation : '' Take beed,^' said be, «« tbat lo 
mian dectoifo yoq. For ^nt shaH come io my name* saying, I an^Cfariat, 
and shall deceive many.'^ This caation wa9 ^r from be4Bg uAoeeestari^. 
beeaose, thopgh tlie disciples weiis top s^ their Master a«tiid into«heaver^ 
they might take occasion from the prophecy, to think be would apoaay 
again on the earth, and therefore, b^ in danger of seduction by the ndb« 
€%riitft that ehoqid arifs : And when ye siMil hear of wars «ad rumears of 
wars^ see Huitye be m\ troubled ; for alt these things must come to pen i 
but the end is not yet. Before this nation «»d temple are destroyed Herri- 
bbi inn will bsppen in the lali^ : *' For nation shall rise agaiatt balion^ 
and kingdom against kingdom ; and there shall be fiimines, and peati; 
fences, and eartfaqaakesi. in divers places. '' 

These thinga are bot the beginmfjg of a )0ng sarlet of calamiUet : whi^ 
•h^ hU upon the nation ; st ihe same time yen shall m^ with hot per^t 
aecutions ; walk therefore, oircumapecllyy end arm yourselvee both witli 
pa t imi ce ^nd fovlitode, tb«t ya may be able to perform year duty throoffh 
tbn wbohB ooorie of tbese penesutions ; for you shall be troaght before tms 
fgtmk oaoB of tbeearth for my sake: But when tbey sbi^ll lead yoo and de^ 
liter yea ap^ take no tbonghttiefore iiand what ye shall speak, neither, da 
y pnsmemtate ; bet whatioever sh^U be given yoa in that boor, tbat speak 
^ ; for it is nptye tbat speab^ bat the Holy Ghost. Mark ^iii. 11. 

Oor Lord told them, daring this time of troiii»le and cenfosien, the pem 
$dy of mankind shall be so great towards one anoMl^» that '* brother sbaH 
betray the brother to death, add the father the son ; and cbtWrea shaN list 
np against tbur pavenis, and shall caoie them to be pot to defttb.'-* The 
smbeiieving Jews and apostate Christiaas, shall commit soch primes, that 
the Tery h&ax>f wMeh, shall excite horror in the most barbarous natiobsj 
It is, tbei^fere, no wonder that the perfidy and wickedness of fuch pre* 
tended CbHstiains, shall dtscoonica many disciples find greatiy hinder th«K 
propagetion ef tiie gospd : bot he wbo supports his foitb during these per- 
lecationa aud is not led mstiuy by tlie sedoetionf of false Cbtirtiesi9, 
uhsiH eurape th^ terrible destruction yfkk^ wii mit^ow the land like • 
dehige. *» ' 

My disciples shall be scattered by the^ie persecations and irSmlationai %n| 
iMl pTMcb the gospel in all parts of tfaefRoman empbv ; und thf^n dball 
the period you now inqmre after arrive : then sJmH the Almighty ariiu td 
«oi%>«iwee, and consume in bis unger, this stiff-necbed genera£»p. 

M the tivya when JeroM^em shall be sarroonded^ with «rmie^ PSsgbn or^ 
fldius bearing iutbabr standards the iom^s of their gads» the aimninatixfu 
tf^hfOathns muntbmed^ the prophet Dani^ s tbau lot htm wbo readedi 
IbepfedittiiiBi of that 'prophet nndtfmtand, tW the end of the city an4 
uaaefMiry , togeHitr Witb tbe ensing of tho sacrifice and oUation there pra. 
Acted, Ii «ome, and t^ ooorse, Ibe final period of the Jewish govermueot 

*«ThUtf let thum whiob are in Jodeu flee to the moontabn ; and itt 
titem which are in the mfdit of it depart out* Luke xxl, 91. Let bjui 
^H^iab is on tbe boosolop, not come down to take ahy thing out of his 
tnmiB : UiiVber totiuawbieb la^n tbe |itid, retoro back to take bit duUmk 
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Ihlt niT.'l7, 11 For Hha Alniigbtf will bow pao'itb tlHi vtfifMi Tor «» 
010 : these are the days of b'.i vengeance when all the tbreaieningi of tfa* 
piofibett, etpaoially time of Oaoiel, shall be inflieked on thisobstioate and 
•ebelKoDs people. 

. Tbe wcttam who are with chtld, and they who bare infaati basgliig tt 
tlKir breasts, shall be particalarly anhappy in those days of ven|^eancei b»^ 
eiase thoy «ano<>t il«e fron the inpeadinj; destruetion : ** Bat pray y» fcbab 
3foar fli<;ht be not in the winter," when the badoess of the roads sind tbli 
j^ar ot'ihe seaso^i, wiil render fipeeiy craveilinip very troabtesome« if not 
impossible ; ** neither on the Sabbatb-day," when yon think it anlawfali 
* for tben ithall be great tribolatien, sach as was not since the beginnings 
ofthe world to this time, BO, nor never shall be." This is confirmed bf 
wbatiosephns tells as: far he says, *' that no less than eleven bundled 
l;boasand perished in the seige." 

Oar dear Lord added, except the days of tribalation sboald be shoHeflOd 
■one of the inbabiiants of Jemsalem and Judea, of whom be was tbeit 
^esiking. should escape deslruction. And accordingly Josephas tells Oi»- 
iiial the quarrel which rasped daring the seige, was so lierce and-obslMiBte^ 
Iwitb within the walls of Jerosaleni, and witboet in the neighbouring coiQ-*' 
try, that the whole land was one continued scene of horror and deseiatiOB ^ 
Biid had the seige continued much longer, the whole nation of the Jewa 
bad been totally destroyed acording to our Lord's predicti<)n : ^' Bot,**^ 
added o^r blessed Saviour, '' for the elect's sake, whom he hath cboseo^ 
bebatb shortened th^' days.": By the elect are meant, soch of the Jewa 
as had e.nbric^d the doctrin<;s of the gospel, and those who were broogbt 
in with the fulness of the Gciotiles particularly. r 

During this time of universal confusion, it wk% natnral to thtnli, that tbe 
expectations of the whole odtion would be tomed towards their Menmb^ 
for if he wa« ever to appear, it mast be then, to deliver them from imp£:Bd* 
ing deslruetiou. Our blessed Saviour therefore cautioned his diieipleii 
Bot to listen to any pretences of that kind, as many false Christs would 
arise, and deceive great nunbers of the people. A prediction that waff 
accomplished during the terrible seigs of Jerusalem by the Romans: for 
Josephas tells as, thai many arose pretending te be the Messiah, boasting 
that they would deliver tbe nation from all it's enemies. And tbe nialtk« 
tude always too prone to listen to deceivers who promise temporal advao*-'^ 
tages, gave credit to those deceivers, became more obstinate in their opporf 
•iUon to tlie Romans. & thereby rendered their destraotion more severe d(( 
more inevitable. And -what still increased the infatuation of tbe peoplot^ 
was their performing wonderful things during the war ; and aocordinglj 
Josephas calls them magicians and sorcerers. Hence we see the proiiri<-< 
ety of the caution given by the Son of Grsd, who foretells that, ** ioBf 
ehoald shew great signs and wonders ; insomoch that, if it werejposiibhs^'. 
they would deceive tbe very elect. Bat take ye heed ; behold I have rore* 
told you all things." * 

But as it was likely that the parti zans of the false Christs would pra*^ 
tend the Messiah would be concealed awhile for fear of the Romans, aed'- 
the weaker sort of Christians, withont this warning, might have iBtagidodi 
that Christ was aetually retarning to deliver the nation in it's extremity^ to^- 
punish it^s enemies, who now so cruelly oppressed them, and that be woald-' 
shew himself as soon as it is proper, oar blessed Saviour thought H need* 
fall to caution them against this particular: >• Wherefore, if ibey •boald' 
say onto yoo. Behold, lie is in the desert ; go not forth : behold, bell i*- 
the secret chambers ; believe it not. For as the lightning eoroetli OBfcof 
tbe East, and shineih even unto the West ; so shall also tbe comiog oftb*^ 
Son of man be." Matt. xxiv. 26, 27. «' 

As lightning is swift and destrnctive, so shall also the coming of tbB< 
Son of maa be, But he will not come persooelly, bii lervMta 0^ ebettf 



HMMk'ffca ft^nAo iimiet wImt iMl deftroy this ostiOoi is itt^fei ieiiifr 
Uieir pray»by hifl command. 

. . Tba»' having given them apaiiiciilarareoiitttof the varranscTitimuMMtv 
which should precede the destroctiott ef Jerii8alem« he nexl deacribed that 
-catastropby itielfy in all the pomp of laoguage and ima|ery'mad« iiw«f 
bfthe aneieBt prophets, when they faieiold lbe>. destfeciio^ of citiea mtiA 
JUngdoms^ ** Bat in those days after that tiibuJation^ the fun shall bft 
jiarkened, and the moon shaU nol give her light, and the stars of hcavai 
ahall ^U, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken. . And np^ 
Ibe earlh distress of nalioar, with perplexity ; the sea and the . wftvea roav- 
ing ; nea's hearts failing them far |iear,and for laolung after those Uunfi; 
irhieb are coming on the earUi.'^ * 

i.: The$e expfessioos are figorative and lofty, and ngBifjr the decaying of 
1^11 the glory, excellency, and prosperity of the nation, and the iotrodm^ 
tiOH of universal sadness^misery, afnd- confosion.- The' roaring of the sea 
and the waves oray juctly be considered as metaphorical, as the signs .im 
the sun^ IB the moon, and in the stars are plainly «e.- And by the powcna 
ttf heaven are meant the whole Jewish polity, government, laws, and r^ 
g;ioo, whiob were the work of heaven ; these oar blessed Savionr teiltm 
abontd be shaken"- 

:, Avthe disciples. In eonformityto the repeated qneslions of the Phsrisee^ 
during his ministry, had asked what would be the signs of his coming^-:^ 
Our blessed Savioor told them, that after the tribulation of those dajTK 
when the son shonid be dacknened, and all the enemies of the Meteiab 
liioold rooora. they should see the aecompliahment of what Daniel foretold, 
hy the figurative expression of** the Sen of man coming in the cloodt qt 
^ettveir;". for they bboold behold the signal punishments executed en the 
jewiah nation, by the Roman armies sent for thai er.d by the Son of mm 
who shidi thus gloriously demonstrate the greatness of hi^» power, and ihft 
extent of his dominion : "^ llien shall appear the sign of the Son of mania 
Iwaven : and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn. And they shaH' 
tee the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven, with power and great 
glory." 

0. llie dispiples were to consider the time of their redemption, from thtf 
eppi:ession under which they then groaned, as near at hand when these 
things came to pass : and that they might be certain this prophecy woulA 
not long wait for it's accomplishment, he told them the present genere- 
lion should not all be laid in the chambers of the dost, before these tenf* 
bio calamities shall fall upon Jerusalem. Adding, that his disciples might 
iooner expect the dissolution of nature, than that one single circumstanea 
of this prophecy should fttil of it's accomplishment : ** verily ] say onto 

S>u, This generation shall not pass away till all these things be fulfilled.-^ 
eaventaid earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.'' 
' ■ If we.take the pains to compare the prediction of cur Saviour with the 
liistory Josephus wrote of the war, we cam cl fail of being struck with the 
wiadom of Christ and acknowledging that his prediction was truly divine. 
For as the Jew)^h nation was at this time in the most flourishing state, the 
efant here foretold was altogether improbable. Besides, the eireun^ 
planees of the destruction are very numerous and sorprisfngly paiticular - 
end the whole delivered without any ambiguity* it is therefore a prophet 
cy ikf.such a kind as could never <have been uttered by any imposto^- 
aid consequently the per^on who delivered it, wa^ truly divine, an4 
acquainted with the secret counsels of heaven. < 

B«fc it has been demanded with some asniranre. by the enemies to i^t** 
letiop, why should Chriot order his disciples not to ilee from Jerosalenf 
till they saw it encompassed with tlie Roman army, when it would then be 
impoMible for them to make their escape? But perboos, bafirtre they pro^ 
fpaptfoch qnoiUoQi, woqid do well to read attentitali the bi^xY ^^^'^ 



tifS'OF iBstos oHttrtfr. 

fhot W fiftn tti of llieiB terribk crnhmHiei t beeiMe'ttf^ ««M rfWH 
find a aolnUon of tbcir difficulty. That hi»toriui teUi oi, •• Tlirit OMdlfe 
erffoi, futowidcd the city wtth liift amy, «id « the lime «!•■ h» teold 



Miily iMve takM the city M^denly withdrew hb feroee, wUheHMyipf 
teat reaien." He addi* •* that as io«i atlhe Mege was wJiid^ttMiy Mi^ 



fnent Jews fled ftvRi it, as rrom a Mihiiig ship." lb tit pr^hrtMiy~Mii^ 



•r these wme Chriitiaai, who bdog wa?i|#| by thii wrm j/ t mi f ef 
greet Master, saved themiehrei hy flicHk, ai he had AivMhA. t% 
eae what fHTolen ebfeetioBS are made by the free4hiiihtot Hf Mt* 
•gainst the treth ef the saered wriUng •• and bow caftily they aM wmwm 
Aad I eaneot help obierving. that this eondoel <if the fteoiaif gmtmi m 
contrary to all the roles of pradence, most hare heeli hranghl lb piarlf 
the providtoetf of Qod, who istterpoMd for the deHtervncc ef the feyhi 
fa this manner. > ■•• 

ilaviag given this dficrli^mi df tii« detthietlen ef Innnaleril,- M^ 
«d mvioor ennraerated a great raricty of partleiitart that wer^ t* 
•r aeeoHi|kany It, aasuring his dis«?tptes, that It weald be eery a 
and thefice urged the oebeuity of a watehfal vli^ilanee. lest they 




^auipriied, and have a share in those terrible eaiamlUes : -* Bat <• tite M| 
efNoe were^ so shall also the coming of the Sun oF Man be." MMt 
Sxlv. 3f . ^ Watlrh ye therefore ; for ye know not When tUtf liMin^ if 
the honse «omelh ; at eren, er at mTdniebi, or at the cook -ere wMK^Wlk 
the mofnihg ; le&t coming soddenfy he findf yoo sleeping." Mark zffi JR^flti 
As men were to undergo, at the destrootion of Jefdnlem, neiri^lMl 
mme miseries, and as the passions which Ws «pproeeh woald rnise HI Mr 
sninds were nmitar to those whioh will happen at the destrttetiaA ^M 
world and the general jodgment ; it wit naioral for oar Ueeeid fl K s W a j 
Ml tMs eeeasMMi, to pot his disciples in mind of that jodgment^ end in ^ 
imrt them to a fiithful discharge of their dniy, from the congM e m tien W 
«ha snddennnss of his coming to call every individual to aceoont nfte^ #Mi! 
^ Thert^re be also ready ; for in such an hoor, as ye think nety the nW if 
jaan eometh. Who then is a faithfnl and wiw servant, wheal Mfn LdM 
hath made roler over his househotd, to give them meat in doe santnd^ 
•Blessed it that servant, whom his Lord, when he eometh, shall And av^lK 
ing. Verily I say mrto yon, that he shall make him mier &ftf nftik 
goods.*' Af if he had said, you who are the ministers of reKginn,4nl 
to be particularly eareAil to diseharge the iinportant trsst cnmmHli## 
yonr eaue : you are the stewards to whose care the whole honsehsM'l^lfti 
chnrch is committed i and you would do well to rememhe^^ that ymtf tft- 
ample will have a great effect opon the minds of those employed Mikr 
.you. It is your doty to be well acqnainted with tlie stores of tbn ef gnMh 
cal troths, and to anderstand how they may be applied to the beH gmftf 
tage: yon shoald also Ik oarefbl to hnow the characters of the dMfeMt 
persons under your direction^ that you may be able to give e v uy dHM^tf 
them his portion of meet in due season : and if I find yon that uui Ml by d i 
at my eoreing, 1 will reward yon with the joys of my kingdom', evdn iM| 
earthly master bestows particular marks of respect on such tervints4i 
have been remarkaUjr fiiithful in any important trast. But on the 
hand, if you behave like nnjust stewards, who, because their Lord 



hit coming, ttwAe their fellow servants^ and rioir in excess ; if yem ^n*" 
.^iie over the consciences of your brethren, neglect ttie duties of ynnr i i|ri t * 
gion« and give yourselves up to sensual pleasnies, I will come openyM M* 
expected iy, and make you dreadful examples of mine i^er, by tht'tMli 
.panishments which I will inflict upon you: But and if that nvH tlMnt 
thall say in hit heart. My I^rd delayeUi hit coming ; and sbnll I K ^ U Ai 
tmito his fellow servants, and to eat and tlrink with the drnnke» ; tMMl 
•f that sei^ant shall come in a d^y when he iooketh not for him, wntf tk 
nA hpw that hi it pot awavn of, mmI sbnM «nt him ntnndnri MtliifftfH 
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jtRm tiii portioo with the |iypoentes : there shall be we^ng ao^ snashlng 
-4of' teeth. .... •'•■' ^ .'>,.■. ^ .- .- 

. Having thus mentioned the rewards and (mnlshments of a future itaUs, 
;^ wat easy and ^Ijcgant for Pi^r Lord to pass from that subject to tlfe 
.connderatien of the ^hertdjodgmeDt,^ When those rewards aa.d^!]oisfa' 
.stents should be distributed' \a tlwir utmost extent. This cobld not f^l of 
^lllirimating his disciples to it vfgoro^s discharge bf their duty ; and, by thb 
^ptriking r^presention of th^ la^st judgment here given; ma&t greatly tend fo 




liensation of it, when the klngdoni of grace ts going to be swallowed np 
in tbefcinc^oQiof glory, **be likened unto ten : Vy^fns ^v^bich took thetf 
lamps, and went forth t6 Vkieet the bride-grooni. And fiVe of them wei;e 
JWise, and.fiv^ were foolish; they that were foblisb^'' as a proof of 
)th6ir stupidity, took indeed their lamps, bdt ^i nf> bil in t&eir vessela 
while the wise, as an instance of tbtir prudence and fojresight, tooVboA 



JBOme so soon as they expected : '* And wlufe he tarried they all s]am-> 
oered and sl^pt, and at midnight there was a cry imade, Behold the oHde'* 
kropii^ cometn^ go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgii^a arose, aiMl 

Jammed their lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise. Give ns of jooc 

}S^ for our lamps are goner oirt; Bdt the wis6 answered, spying, Noi^ SQ* 
lest there be . not enough for us and yon ; but go ye rather to them that 
■e)l» and buy for yonrselves. And while they went to bpy* the brides 
groom came ; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage!: 

.'fend' the door was shot. Afterward dalbe also the othe r. virgins, .sfijing, 
iiord. Lord, open unto us. but he answered, and Mid, Verily 1 say unto 

'Tou, 1 know yoa not. Watch therefore ; for ye know not the day nor 
Jfhe hour wherein the Son of man coineth.'' 

To understand this parable aright, we must remember that it alludes to 
jthe customs of marriages among the eastern people. It was usual with 

,Uiem for the bridegroom to bring his bride home U^ the evening, sooner or 
kter, at'Cir com stances might happen ; and, that shie might be receive^ 

Jroperly at his house, his female acquaintance especially those of tho 
•onger sort, were invited to come and wait with lamps, till somc^ of his 
retinue, dispatched before the rest, informed them that he was near at 
band ; upon which they trittimed their lamps, went forth to welcome bifxi 
iknd conduct him with hfs bride into the house, for which they were honour* 
ed as guests at the marriage feasts,, and share in the festivities. 
! Our blessed Saviopr cotapares the candidates for the kingdom ofheayeo, 
: to ten such virgins ; he mentions ten, because this was the general narober 
jllppoiuted to wait on the brid^grooQi ; and to these, all Christian profes-^ 
iDlpt may be likened, who taking the lamp of Christian profession, go- forth 
«|o. meet the bridegroom ; that ii prepare themselves as candidates for 
•the kingdom of heaven, and desire to be admitted into the happy maosiens 
•^immortality with CaaiST, the c«l^tial Bridegroom. . 

'Ilie case of Christians is represented to us by this of the virgins, half of 

whom only were wise, the other half being foolish. And we must re- 

ipember that there al way a was, and always will be, a mixture of goodaod 

■jadin-tbe church, till the great day of separatMn arrives. The weakness 

of the foolish is represented by their taking no oil.io their vessels with 

. theur lamp!.; that is, the foolisa Christians content themselveg witbthe 

Jfatfa lamp of a. profession and never think of forcishing it^ with the oil ef 

.liYWegraee, the frmtof whi^hisklifeofholinesi. Whereas.tbe wise* weU 

Joigilrtog that « lamp, wttfi^at the fnjnpl/ of oiI» would be i){«ed\Vs viXVn^ 
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f;uiibed ; that failli, wilhout love and holiness, will be of no c«Dbeque«oiy 
ake care to supply themselves with a sufticienl quantity of divine grac^ 
and to display in th^ir lives, the works of love and charily. While all 
those virgins, though difleiently supplied waited" the coming of the hrido 
groom, they all slumbered and slept ; that is, all Christians, boUi good and 
bad, the sincere and the hypocrite, all lie down together in the sleep of 
death ; and, while the bruicgreoiii delajeth his coming, slumber in tlif 
chambers of the dust. 
There is a traditioo ambng the Jews fhat 6hiii8t''8 comirtg lojudg^ 

'nent wiir be at midnight, which agrees with that part of the parable, *' at 
midnight there was a cry made. Go ye out to meet him." But hcmev&c 
this be, whether he will come at midnight, or in the morning,, it will be 
awfully sudden and' alarming ; tfie great cry will be heard to the ends of 
the earth ; the trumpet shall sound and the mighty archangel's voice inerca 
even to the bowels of the earth and the depths of llie ocean: *^ Behold' Uia 
bridegroom conell, go ye out to oaect him.'^ All that are in their graves 

'itiust then awake, and eome fotih , aad all will then begiri to l£ink bow 
they may jiTepare themselves to find adfmittance to the marriage- supper of 
the Lamb : *' Then alf iBose virgins arose^ and uiuMned their lampa.'^— 
But the foolish soon perceiving their folly ;. their lamps were gone Outp 
totally extinguished', and tliey hadf no oiV to support the 6ame : in like ' 
manner, l\\e hypocrite^s hope shall perish. Bat the wise were in » muck 
happier condition ; they had oil io their viessels sufficient for themselves 
but none to spare ; for, when the foolish virgins would have procured 
ffome from Ihem^ (hey denied, their request, fearing there would not be* 
enough for both. 

\Vc have here a rcpriesenlation ornonainafandf sincere chrfstians ; thr 
former having only the bare lamp of a profession, have neglected to live* 
agreeable to the precT|)is and examples of iheir JVfaster, and have not beeit' 

- solicitous to gain the oil pi divine grace, by a constant use of tlie mean» 
assigned ; those who haveheen contented with a mere negatfve righleoos* 
liess, with such a justrce dnd honesty as fleathcns boasted of, to whose 
charge no heinous crimes can be laid, while at the same time, nogpod 
can be spoken of. as an eflfect of their faith ; and such will fare like the 
fuoli&h virgins : while tije laller whose wise conduct and zealous endeavours 
to stock their lamps with divine oil, will like tliC wise virgins,, enter intO' 

-the joy of their Lord. 

Those that were foolibh, going to pnrcfiase oil, missed the bridegreoni 
and behold '* the door was shut." They at last, however, reached ilie 

• gate, and with great importunity cried, '*Lord, Lord, open unto os.*^ 
But he answered; and said, ** Verily, 1 say unlu you, 1 know yon not" 

' Vou are strangers to me ; you did not attend roe at my coming, and^now 
the door is shut, and entrance forever denied ; depart from me all yo 
iKrorkers of iniquity. 

Th<;refore, how justly did our blessed Saviour bid u^ all waUh^ that we 

-inay be found ready whenever he cometh, or commands, by the king of 

-terrors, our attendance before his judj^menl-seat. Let us not refuiie Uus 

']{ind invitation of being constantly prepared to meet the heavenly Bride« 
groom : let os fill our lamps with oil that we may be ready to follow oec 
great Master into the happy mansions of the heavenly Canaan. 

However, as this duty was of the utmost importance, our blessed Sav- 
iour, to shew us more clearly the nature and use of Christian walchfolnesf 
to which he exhorts ns at the conclusfon of the parable of the tpn vir* 

■gins; he added another, wherein he represented the different chanpters of 
a faithful and slothful servant, and the difference of their future ftccep» 
tance. This parable, like the formnr, fs intended to stir us up'toh zealous 
preparation for the comiii^ of our Lord, by diligence in the disehaqi;e of 

' tfur duty, and by a careful improvemenC of our souls in holiness ;, end it 
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fce^ im q time te earpose the ^aiA pretences of hypocrites^ 'and to demon- 
strate, that fair speeches and outward form withoat the power of godii* 
ii^Bs, wilt be of no service in the last great day of account. 

The Son of man, with respect to his fina! coming to judge tlie world, 
may be likened onto ^^ a man travelling into m far country, who called his 
own servants, and delivered unto them fiis goods. And unto one he gave 
five talents, to another two, and to another one ; to every man according 
to his several abilities ; and straightway took bis journey." 

lie that had received thie five talents lost no time but went immediately 
.on his master's departure, and traded with the same, and his increase was 
•qual to his industry and application ; he made them other iire talentt. 
ile that had received two talents, did the same, and had equal success. 
But be that received one, very unlike the' conduct of bis fellow-servant, 
went his way, digged in the earth and bid his Lord's money, idle, use« 
less, unemployed, and unimproved. 

But after a long time, and at an hour when tbey did not expect it, tbe 
Lord of those servants' returned, called them before him, and ordered them 
to give an account of their several trusts. Upon which he that had receiv- 
ed five talents, as a proof of his fidelity, produced other five lalents, saying, 
*' Ijord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents : behold, I have gained be- 
flide them five talents more." His Lord, highly applauding his industiy 
and fidelity, said unto him, ^* Well done, thou good and faithful servant ; 
ibou hast been faithful over a few things, 1 will make thee ruler over many 
things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.*' In like manner also, be 
that had received two talents, declared he had gained two others : upon 
wbich he was honoured with the same applause, and admitted into the same 
joy with his fellow servant ; their master having regard to the industry and 
fidelity of his Bervants,aot to the number of the talents only, and the great- 
ness of their increase. 

Then he that had received the one talent came, and with a thamefdl 
falsehcod, to excuse his vile indolence said, '* Lord I know thee, that thoa 
«rt a hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where 
thou hast not strawed : and 1 was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in 
the earth : lo, there thou hast is thine." This dishonourable notion, which 
the servant entertained of his Lord, greatly aggravated his crime ; and ac- 
cordingly, his Lord was wrath, and answered, *-* Thou wicked and sloth- 
ful servant, thou knewest that 1 reap where I sowed not, and gatherest 
vrhere I have not strawed 2 thou oughtest, therefore, to have put my money 
to the exchangers, & then at my coming 1 should have received mine own 
with usury. Take therefore the talent froin him and give it onto him that 
bath ten talents. For onto every one that bath shall be given, and he shall 
^ave abundance ; but from him that bath not, shall be taken away, even 
that which he hath. And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer 
darkness ; there sball be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

This was tbe parable of the talents, as divided by our blessed Saviour ; 
m parable containing tbe measures of our duty to God, and the motives 
that enforce it, all delivered in the plainest and simplest allusion: but it's 
Tiews are so extensive and affecting, that while it instructs the meanest 
4^apacity, it engages reverence and attention from the greatest, and strikes 
an impression on the most improved understanding. We are to consider 
•God as our Lord and Master, the author and giver of every good gift, 
«nd ourselves as his servants or stewards, who, in various instances and 
injures, have received from his goodness sucb blessings and abilities, as 
maf fit us for tbe several stations and offices of life lo which his provi* 
idenoe appoints us: but then we are to observe, that those are committed to 
■us as a trust or loan, for whose due management we are acconntaible to 
the donor. If we faithfully, acquit ourselves of this probationary charge, 
S¥e shall leccive far greater instances of God*s confidence and favour ; bnft 
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«ryect h!ff rewsri ffoni Oie nerej of kxs ludfew aol ^jj^ «|ft^ 
bit icrviee. Let oi tben do «ll in oar powcrt* bw^ forth 'fmt iMifc>Af 
fcpenUoec fur Uwo^h the Airfal dajf of ihtt Loribeat ftgnftiMMelbM 
tte ifHM tBotUd 0* to prepare for it » Kouted bf tbe Amtt d^ogpif liM 
Hfe: the night of death eometli wbeo no mta ctn work - *• dtey,lMf9lfiB 
wb-te it i» called to d%f, let D4 be diligent in tbc work of the hiHU nifit t 
rnQremn, nnd finiih wh«t it impsrfect. that we naj n h UiB Ui'-tfg^^ 
^on, nnd mtice our ciUiog and election inre, bdbra we go hMitfi'iW|)t* 
fleen of men no more. '^'T'^ V . 

We bare «»ndea«oared to explain the parable oTtbe fadratf^tii.ttl* 
manner : and fha!l now retnrn to the third parable defiTCred 9l -Um m 
time bf the Ueised Jcsis namely, that of the hft jadgment : ^ Wh»iJ 
Son M man/' said he, ** shall conie In Us glory and all Iba hok -ai 
with him, then shall be ait opon the throne of bis glory : sod banMa; 
ahall be galhered all nation i : and be shall separate them amm fN» .. 
wtber, a^ a shepherd divideth bis sheep from Iba goats : aii4 ba dnU at 
the sheep on his right hand, bat the |;oaU on bit ML" Matt, Jik^fit 

ft is common in the Old Testament to compare good men to ibiefi»M 
•aeoant of iheh' innocrnce and osefahsess ; and wicked men ta goata,'lii^ 
coonl ofthetr esorbitant h»tf. Oar blessed Savionr, however, doaiMt 
pvrtoe the allegory forther, bat describes the remaining, aad indead t^ 
great4*tt part of this awfnl sc^ne in terms perfectly simple ; to thai thomh 
the Denie be pr^f'oand, it is obvioas. Here the jodgment of all aalioa^ 
(Gentiles as well at Christians, it exhibited ; and the particniara on wUbIi 
ihew awftil trials are to proceed, displayed by the great Jodga hlmmM^ 
flere we learn that we shall b^ condemned or acqaitled, aceordiw at ft 
bave nr(;Iected or performed works of charity ; workt which flow nM Hi 
great principle t of faith and piety , and, which the tery Heatbena an^V 
the light of natare, invited to perform. Bot we must not anderitandt w 
aach works merited this favour from the Judge ; not all who are a e yiittrf 
at that day. shall be acqoilted solely on account of tbe righteooaoaii if 
Cam ST, ine true, the only meritorioQs cause, at well IliMitoeoa aa CfaM^ 
iaos. 

Who can read the following sentence passed upon the righteon, wKb'^ 
ant feeling the warmest love and gratitude to tbe great Antborof aUnf^i 
and what a noble motive to perseverance in well doing does Ik aflMi 
^ Come, ye blessed children of my Father, inherit the kingdom pcapaiti 
for yea from the foundation of tbe world.*' Good men can at best bat 6^ 
aider their prespnc state ai a bani&hment from their native oottatry. 'A 
atate in which they are often exposed to innomerable temptationt, topM^ 
•ecotions, to poverty, to reproach, to contempt. Bat the covridciatioa 
that they are travelling towards the heavenly Jerusalem, a city prenHreA 
for them when the foundation of the world was laid, will be abanwatly 
tnfficienl to support their spirits, and render them '* mor^ than Gonqaamia.*' 
The glory laid up for them in Ihe mansions of eternity, and which the gntt 
Jodge win, at the awful day of account, confer upon litem, willi aaiMl^ 
them to bear the violence ef their oppressors, and even defy the malleaof 
men and devils. Nay they will behold with contempt the tlourltbiBg prti* 
perity of the wicked, and look forward to that glorious and Immortal csaaa 
which will be given them by th^ir creat ES^deemer. IQM-ihall tba king 
4 aay nnto them on the right hand '* Come, ye blessed cbflni ^ myfatheiV 
'^ inherit the kin^om prepared for you from the foundatiolraf tbe worUi Ut 
1 was an hunfl^ered, and ye gave roe meat : 1 was a stranger, andyetcok 
me in : naked, and ye clothed me : 1 «ras sick, and ye visited' B^} iF" 
in prison, and ye came unto me.^ MatUxxi^. 34, .')^, Sfi, 

JSeing astonished to hear the g:reat Judge declare, that all tbe i^ofd aft" 
'Cet tbcy had ever dene to their Irelhren in affliction was done ta biia, tli^ 
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^irit wHirfreat r^irtw tnd hdinility when tliey mrfbnil^t!i«fe miU 
iricet ? as they neter taw him in want and therefore they ronld ||WM^^*>>'^ 
him : " LoT& when saw We ibee an hungered and fed thee ? osiJhinljf 
iand gave thee drink ? When ^w we. Ihee a stranger, and took thee in f or 
naked, and clothed thee?^ Or when saw we thee ftick^ or in prison, aaf 
came onto thee ? And the kiog shall answer and say onto Ibem^ Venly, 
1 say unto you, inasrooch as ye have done it unto one of the. least of. tbeiis 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me." 'JThis is truly astonishing j tb0 
ibnited wisdom of men and angels ee«ld aeter havediscwiwred a more propel 
jnethod to convey an idea of the warmth and force of the -divine benevji^ 
lence to the sons oif men, or offer a more foreible motive to ebarilyt than 
Ihat the Son of God himself from his seat of judgment in the presence of 
fhe whole raee ofmaikii^d, and all. th« hosts of blessed ^^^'^* ^<>>b ^b* 
courts of heaven^ declaie that all googd offices done to the afflicted, aredono 
io himself. IXuring the time of hM dwelling with hiiitoap natnre in this va(e 
of tears, he suf&red unspeakable injuries and afflictions ; and iheRffere bo 
<?qQ9iJer» all the distressed viytuena» as.membera of bis body, loves lhei» 
with the utmost tenderness;, and is sQ';greatly inlereited in their welfiuw 
that he grieves- when- they are distressed, and Mjoices when tbey aiw 

Perhaps in Ibis repveverttatioti of the* liist jodgmeAt, it ittay seem strange 
that the inquiry should solely turn on the performance of duties, wiibent 
any regard to the commission of crimes^ Perhaps the trae reason it, thai 
inen, generally speaking, consider the neglect of duties as a matter of ms 
^reat consequence but dread the commission of crimes. And hence it bap- 
pens, that while t;hey keep themseWes free from the latter, tbey easily find 
excuses for the former. And.ai thei:e.is tfotampr4i pernkiojaa error 4nlli 
legard to religion and morality than this,, the blesiied Jesus thought pro- 
per to give &uch an account of the judgment, as qboold prove the watt 
solemn caution against it. But as the inquiry turns wholly on the per« 
formancc- of duties, it has been asked why the offices, of charity only aii^ 
ihnentioned,. &no notice taken of the. duties of piety ; though the Judge bii»- 
self upon an other occasion declared these im be of more importance tba« 
the duties of charity so highl}^ applauded in this parable? but those wb# 
ask this question would do well to remember, tliat piety and cbirily can* 
iiot subsist separately : piety and il'« c^rigin faith always producing elMtii^ i 
and charity wherever it subsists, necessarily presupposing piety.- ■• • ' 

There is such a connection between piety and charity, as it wil).«videiitlf 
dppl^Y, if it be rightly considered, that no man can be truly beneVoSent 
and mereiful,- without having Ibose dispositions : consequenMy, he mast 
love benevdence in God, that i«y he must lore God ; for piety of tlia 
love of God, is nothing else bet the r^^gard we ehcrish towaids God, ex> 
account of hit perfect JODs« . Fiety and charity being. thus essentially oor> 
Hected together it w^ abundantly sufficient to examine the condoct of 
men witli< regard to either of tfiose graces. In. the parable, the inquiry is 
vepresented as turning upon' tbor^iities of charity, perhaps, because ia iIhs- 
Brancb of goodness, there is lem room for self-deceit than in the other; 
Ttis common fof hypocrites, by a pretended zeal in the externals of religion 
to make specious pretences to eKtraordinary piety, and at- tbe same time 
are totally deficient in eharitv;-a^a covetous, anjust, mpacious, end 
|>roud, sndj^lllseqnently, destitute of all lore for their Creator. Rafc 
none canMliae the appearance of charity but by feeding the hungry, 
clothine ^1>^Mp^^» relieving the distressed, and performing other benevo^ 
lent offices Urmir brethrca. 'f he works of eharily may indeed, in soma 
narticular cases, flow from other principles than those of a pious and 
aenevolfent disposition, as from vanity, or even views of interest ; but then 
it should be rememliered that a common degree of hypocrisy will haidly 
€Ogage men to nndcrtake them : they are by far too weighty duties to bn 
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va«Ui8e4 If tlMw fUte |>rinciples, and tberefoie ve leldoin eonterftiML 
fcoTififMicqr, we nmj CMcliKfo, that tbe lovo of (Mi. '^"^ ^ ptr^iiQ 
wheovttar gMiwne, ez<«iiti?e, and peroianeDt clikdtj is ro^sA 

Tfc w fc i e. llH9*ptrable teaebei nr in the plj^nesi manner, that boiite?ef 
toad pretenlfont we ipay make to pieiy, Ibej^ will itand at in no'-rtcad at 
•Ibe awfatUibanal of the Soa of Gbd; if wci are defident in works of dmri* 
kj. At the same lime, if we JDonsider it in ift.tron^ligiit* it wiU fffp o^ no 
fcason to hope well of onrselfes, if we are waolllig, in oar daty to 6od; 
knd will shew OS, that we should not onlybo-ckarital^e but-gratefal j aiso^ 
tifet, temperate, and 'blameless iti all oar dealings with mankind 'for w^ 
Ihonld rempniber,- that the doty we owe to the Ainughtf is no othef than 
whtl is doe from all 'man iii all eircvmstinces and which it wbold'he imt 

Just in OS to neglect. It consisto in dispositions and actions, the wmnja 
[ind, bbt diShrent in degree, ptopotlSonaie io-tbe perfection of theofejocl; 
fie who lofes and- ad mires *htfKae9s,Jnsliee, ana- trdth in m^Qf canoM 
bat love these perfections in bod, that is he mast Ipire God: .ioJiiw'* 
^ise, he that is truly grat^fol* to an-eaKhly benefactor, cannot be iigLJaiii 
fnl to one from whose bounLf bo receives all the good things he enjoys ; 
end sinee Incrttitude in- men-is nothing- niore >.thaD forgetting; tho iMotf ( 
received and the benefactor who conferred the favoor ; how can weaOMit 
barselves from the charge of ingratitude to 'God. if we forget the Q^tef" 
tions we lie nnrder tb bitliand areat^no pafn».to return Mm thanks ^*tEai 
i^ if we wholly neglect thoextenml vnainternal exerctsas of* devotion: 
Since therefore, thedot^ we owe to God is the eansa in kind witirtl^ai 
we owe to man, it - will imd^nlably foHow* that true morality can never 
ftxist where piety - is wanting^and that aperson nnden hitfis^ ddidtdovai 

%v bo pretends to morality ai^is destitote of '|mty; 

Thos having endeavotired to shew that joa^ite and fneiy cannot itJMt 
aeparately from each other, I shall now return to the remainine piyrt of the 
parable, which esEhrlHtra scene enough to terrify the most hsiraeried slRDef. 
The awful judge himself-has told as, that after lie has passed tbt» happj^ 
sentence on ^t^ righteous, he^wrll pronoonce the foHowlns senteAoB of 
rondemnation upon the wicked -: ** Depart from me, yecuraeq. Into etcrlkito 
<ng fire, prepared for the devil and his angels : . for I was an hongennl a|^ 
yn ^ave toe no meat : I was thirsty,- and ye gave me no drink r I.wiia 
stranger, and- ye* took -me not in: -niked^ and ye. clothed me not :' mcH 
find in prison, &: ye visited menoti^ Then shall they also answer Kdm« .aiiy^ 
SnsT LpM, when Yaw we -thee an hungered, or athirst, or a sUranger,. or 
Tiakedj or sick, or in prison, aoddid not minister unto thee ? Then* ihnl) 
he answer them^ saying. Verily I say uAto you, inasmuch as^e did'H tioC 
<o one of the leesf df these, ye did it not to me;." Matt. uv. 4)^-40; . 

Our blessed Savioorims told 'ur. that the fiire of hell waapreparhd for 
the Devil and h*s angels as well as ior ihe wicked ; and that .the^ingdbm' 
of heaven was' prepared for ihe righteouA Perhaps be intended tO'taad)( 
tis that the original d<»ign of Omnlpotenice' was to render man' happy ;net 
fniserable : a state of consammate felicity tWas fornsed for the ha man riBMjat 
the Cinne they wereereated : hot tbe fire of hell was prepared for the DarHI 
end his angels imniedhitely after their fall. And as wicked- meii-jotft 
with devils in iheir sin -of rebellion against the Almighty^ thcj era doomed 
to share with ihem in their punishm^enV ; a {lonishment-of tfaMMviat ikind^ 
npani^hment of devils. dSk 

Oar Saviour having represented 'the Sentences that an^JHKpasied ioof 
the righteons and the wicked, he closed the parable in tUBHpwing'inan'^ 
ner : ** And they shall go away Into everlasting punishmenFt^Ot the right* 
nous into Hfe eternal.'' - An expression short indeed but awful heyondex* 
pression ! And were ft fully anderfttood it must surely makeati impression 
en tbe mo6t hardened sinner-; as it indrcates, that, when the sentence if 
passed, tlie scene is closed for ever, and everlasting punishfnent; or lifti 
eteroa), mast be tbe lot of every individual of the human race. 
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bofiiit^f t> again fartUUkk kts emn DtaUi : TAb R%Atrs consi^ against 
kim: A H^aman ptmreih pneious (Hntmtnt yponkis Mead: Judas 
leovenantetk toiih lie CowkU to betray Ms Master for thMy PUces of 
Sitoer : Peter and John sent to wtpare tk$ Passover : Ch&ist eateth 
itwUktkemj and washetk his VisdpUs* FeU: Heeomfortetk them 
"with the Promise "of a ^keavenly Mansion : Be professeih Mmself, the 
Way.and TViHil, and the Idfe : ffeforHeUelA the Treachory of/tkas, 
andpointM htm outio John by a ^'oktn. 

A FTER ttav Uetted Sttyioar btd finiilied tbe before-nentloned ptrtblef 
1m idded ft ihori acfcodnt of iiit own death in order to fortify the ditciplee 
agftinit tbe ipreateit triel they had yet met with ; namely, the toffenngf 
^ their Bfaftter : •* And it eaoae to mm when Jeioi had finished all theae 
aayingi, be said onto his diiciplet, Ye know that after two days it the 
feast of the pastofer, and the Son of sian it betrayed to be crucified. — 
Then asiemhled together tbe chief priettf, and the scribes, and tbe elders 
of the people, nnto the place of tbe high priest, who was called Caiaphait 
and consolted that they might take Je^os by sabtlety» and kill him. Bot 
' Vhey said Not on the feast-day, lest there be an uproar among the people." 
Hdatt aoTi. i— 5. 

Our blessed Saviour, with his disciples, repaired to Bethany in the even, 
ing, and entered the house of Simon the leper* probably one who had ex- 
perienced the hcaHng efficacy of his power, tfnt while he sat at meat, a 
woman, who had also doubtless b^en an object of his mercy, poured a 
box of prectoiis ointment upon his head. l!b\% action displeased the dis- 
ciples who knew their master was not delighted with luxuries of any 
kind ; and therefoco they rebuked the woman imagining that it would have 
been more aeoeptable to the Son of Ood| if the ointment had been sold, 
and the money distributed amongst tbe sons and daughters of poterty 
ft»d aflictmn. But their benevolent Master said, that it had pleased th9 
Divine Providence to order, that there should always be persons in neces- 
sitous ch'Gnmstanoes that the virtuous might never want occasion for ex- 
ercising their charity ; but tboie who did not now testify their Jove to bim 
tvoold never more have an opportunity of doing it, as the time of bis roin* 
ittry was near it*s period, when the king of terrors should enjoy a short 
triumph over his body ; and therefore this woman had seasonably 
anointed him for his burial. And to make them sensible of their folly, la 
blaming the woman for this her token of love to biro, he assured them, 
that her memory should live to the la^st period of time, and that she 
should be highly eelebrated for this actilDtn in every part of the world. 

But Judas Iscariot one of the tfvelvQ having been more forward than 
the rest to condemn the woman thooaht tbe rebuke was pcculiarl/ 
directed to biro. Stung with the guilt or his own conscience, he rose 
from table, went immediately into tbe city to the high priest's palace, 
where be found the whole comcil assembled. His passion would not snf- 
fisr Um to reflect on the horrid deed he was going to commit : be immedi- 
ately promised to betray into their bauds bis Lord and Master, for tha 
paltry reward of thirty pieces of silver. 

Thas hMJeg engaged with the, mlers of Israel, to put into their hands n 
person J^HMd been long labouring for their salvation, and had oftets 
invited J^^Kin the most pathetic manner to embrace the benevolent 
terms o^^Hgospel offered by tbe Ahntgbty, be sought an opportunity to 
betray biiVT the absence vf the multitude. Ye monsters io bumaia 
form how coold you plot so detestable a crime ; Surely yen have forgot ho w 
mercy, with b« charming voice, siMike in all be uttered I How did be- 
Aefokoco poor her choteei t storca in all his actions ! Ye luleri of Ysrael; 
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•III 114ft, le ahAaII Mfltfia; vsca siaut lait '^\ sf messmr ** Ir j« I 



^ voBiii jBIBice. jeemutf « AM. I ;• vtfB ay fhther z"*^ 
^aamauiif Jhc jb wouid -wiMrffr it a & ^va jr* tm'r Jive to Inii if tkt^ 
eiaifli » OHora. TVev Innm^aw :aaG4*K. .Sac vr pzB^rn^ ibr kn dntlh.' 
tHmj m»3tmamd 'Jmur m^^ 5ar laer SM^isr . lad l saantd Mem rfxint Hist 
4ar Samaar ibamd ^ « eaaav7 u inuraresauan in thsr fnenSy Mr- 
7i«y or nuirs » oanacanA. & '^u^^ u Jiam, u ax .-^oiGe ft bn dcpHtort. 
Wml . joi^as '.^ LiHijK. ubU «■£ regies at m imstiie a fiiiai's iiuw r i l 
frxB V , ir «■ «« !» *:ad iut as 7-i:rs ind .marva ob tb tina vmic if 
VMcrj ? X«L A IS •mga«inie . :3k ixumaa j«u^ m b xeiaocM; sn metar 



t.us reuov u Mive Jie fwnmj psniidz. ^ee&oae he wu nop to tte 
CftJuv i 'ilat :& Btt wks pvof lo uowi u ii» n^& sand of nmmtr power* 



fi-MB wbeaee JM flKMUH ami uca aJ ae iMaiMics t&e« eooid dcMre. 'Ifr 
aiaat ooe lowcver k tappnM< ;i»c nr Sa-nmr noHtf bf thcoo woHi^ 
tiaft iws iwciyiiis laooid sot ae caucenci ic !»■ ieiliu or'ckoi chcy eooli| 
■0C kiv« Ilia aaica 'uir* ezpreaed » v.^bJe jpv ofl this oecason : thai 
wnM iid^Sfid iaTe been a aari iotanrsu^tia jf :hmv gatl ; ko well kaew 
f Sci# {TiAf 2o«*d £:^v tove, uui ;f ' 'Jicfr ^k^s had uc bee* ■troo^ ilwir 
tnrroa hi^ aeaa aoci iaa. liHfteed Lier 3l4iur vii fdXj cooviacod, 
tnat ia^ w like oceuua af uair icrr&iv ; aad . for tkafc raalMa, bo uoA 
IhfOie arjameau ta n^nya'g :£. 

OiT 1>:»1 did 2oC :ausd la ucfgate. 'J:i£ all vrraw fbr » vorthy a frieiiA 
«%s fti-a-afot, or an ^naeeogitnf np^:s>ii3a of thor iove; doobclaa ka. 
wij n4t dispjaaad H iiee aii dsc^^es so tgn d er i y aSeetcd at bia reaoval 
tir>:a Jiea : he wm Mcd i^v% &; ilie n^^ of Lasaraa. M aad rf Mh 
t-furt ui ^3irj, &ir.r.3€ >; c>.c 2{'u i^ fiooi ihiea v!ta.!T al Ins oiro ; hfl^ 
f\er afire did act e.'iid^ hii dljc:p&ea with ^^^ rrrrtarfcri. aa thoogb tlwy . 
h*i bean ^.-w.nh in 'ae wron^. one ^eollt raucaeB with viitm bj tla kiad 
p«r«aa4to^i, *- Le4 oat jaar borti be troao^.ed.'" as radber pityiBc tban eon* 
ifearaa^CivHr forrow. S-soa afser Jzsts bad ipakaa ihcie iha^, bb 
)i«^ watgreattj UDob'ed. to ihink tbac oa* or hif Asciples dbooM prafo 
fcft ea^mv : be cooapUinei olf it at the Ub.*. d<-v-lArBf that ooe of tbe« 
9hnm^ betray him. Tb's mo«^o; dedaraiioQ grz^hf aSected tbe diseiplea 
and thoj began ftfsrjoae of Xhem in n j to tbeir Mider. ^ Uard, b it 1 ?" 
BatJea^fl pvio; them no decifire answer, John, tbe beloved dnciplt, ' 
wboaa awaet dispartioa aid otber aalable qaiiitiei . is perpetaated io tba 
pecoHar \o7t his great MuLer bore kirn, and was oow recKniog •• bb 
hosoni, asked him. who amon^ the disciples coa!d be guilty of to diteitft- 
blc a enmt ? Jcsrs lo'd bin, thit the person to whom be tboold giro tbo 
top, when ba had dipped it. was hs who dioald betra? him : aecordagljfi 
as soon a« he hai dipped the sop in the dish, be gaxe it to Jodai laearM 
$\ymt to hioi at the same tima, ** That thou doest dj qaicklj." 

Jodat re^.eired the sop, without knowing an? tbin^ of what bb Master 
had told ths belored disciple, nor d.d any of the disciples, ezce|it St. 
John, entertain the least sospicton, that Judas was the person who woold 
betray their Master. They were, indeed, so deeply affected with bis deela- 
ration, that one of them hhoald betray him that they did not remark 
the words of Jkscs to his apostate disciple; bjt continned to atk 
Kim. who was the person thit thoald be gailty of to unnatural a crime f 
Willing; at last to satisfy their importunity tbe blessed Jsans declarcdi 
that the person who dipped bit hand with him io the dish should betray* 
him. This to the eleven, was a joyful declaration, but confounding in the- 
higheit drgree to Judas : imprudent at be wat, it strock him tpeeobkfli 
ditplaving the foulness of his heart, and pointing him' ottt plainly. 

Judas continued mute with coafusion, while thebleaed Jesus dedsredi" 
that lits death should be brought about according to tba decrees of be«vc%' 
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tlHNi|1itliit woald noi in the ktit mitigijle ttya crime of Ae person wlat 
belroved him ; odding* *' it hadbeeneo^ for thol rntn If hobftd dot beei^ 
born.''. Judu bAYingDow recovered^ bimiotf a^ little, i^sMtod hlainoo- 
ccRCi^ by a qneitioD . which iapli^ o negttioii of the eberge. Bot hit 
Matter poiiti^y affirming that be wai the pcnon^ fa^ wu lopji lileaeed. 

Jfodaalsceriot'f treachery io betrayittg hit Mitte/r, mc^t r^^te th^ attoiir 
ithoMBt of every readier, wno hat any ootion of the character of oor great« 
oor mefcifoi Redeemer. It wHl not therefore, we hope, bo dRugreeablo to.^ 
the roader to explaio the motivet that iodaced him to be goilty of ^t atror] 
oioot crime, and contider particolarly the drcnmitancet that atjteh^^ eo' 
inhamai^ an action. Some are of opinion, that he wat indiice4 ^^ oooi*!^. 
tfaiayillany by the retentment of the rebulce given him by his M^^ier for 
Uaming the woman who came with tbe precioos ointment, and. anointed the 
lMador4BCuet at he tat at meat in tlvt hoose of Simon the leper— 4Nit 
Mioagh thit had doubtlets it*t weight with the traitor ; yet iteoald not ( 
tbink, be bit only motive, becaiisfr the rebnlce wat given in general to alt 
ibo ditcipiet, who had, perbapt, been equally forward with him in eentur- 
\a§ the woman ; nor can we imagine, ejkfen if be had been rebuked alono 
that to inild i^ reproof coold provoke any perton, however wicked, to th» 
horrid action of mardering hit friend, mneh lett Jndat whose covetoat di»- 
BOtition disposed hini to hear every thing from bit Matter from whom ho 
ozpeotecl thle highett preferment when he openly declared himtelfihe Met- 
aian, and took the reignt of of government into hit own handt. If it 
ahoold beantwered, that lut retentment wat to great at to hinder him from 
exerciting hit reaton, I desire it may ho reiaieni^bered that thoogfa be actual* 
lyogreed with the chief priettt a few hoars after the rebuke wat given, 
yetMdid not commit the beinoiit crime till two days after : besides to im- 
■nlo: bis treachery to the sudden impoltet of a ttrong resentment, it so 
great an alleviation of hit crime, at teerotahtolpteiy incontittent with tho 
ohgracter given, of it in the Scriptoret, where it it lafd to merit the heav 
iett punithments and repretenled in the blackett coMars^ 

-There are othert that think Judat betrayed his Master through eovetoot* 
nen ; but if we anderttand hy covetousnois the reward given by the priettt 
thit opinion it equally defective ; for tbe sum was too small for tlie most 
covetoot wretch to tUn); equivalent to tbe life of a friend, etpecially wbtti 
be expected from him the hi ghett posts and advantaget. The reader will 
Ve convinced of tbe force of thit remark when he remembert thot all tho * 
diteiplet believed the Metsiah't kingdom wat immediatnty to be erected ; 
«nd that according to the notion they entertained of it each of them etpe* 
eially tbeapottles, expected in a very thort time, to be pQ8teite<| of Im- 
snente riches ; betidet the tcripture tells ot, that the predominale pattion 
of Judat wat covetoutnets ; he therefore, could not be so inqonsittent 
with bimself«s when just on the point of receiving on iramenso reward for 
his tervk^ to exchange .every thing for so iriQing a torn. 

But there are others that attribute tho perfidy of Judat, to his donhling 
whetlMr bis Master was the Messiah, ana that he betrayed him ip • fit of 
despair ; hot of all the solutions, this is the worst ; for, if Judas believed 
bis Master to be an impostor, he most have observed tomething In lot be- 
havioori whioh led him to foroi such an opinion of him ; and in that case, 
bo would donbtlest, have meotioDod It to the chief priestt, and elders, when 
ho made the contract vrith thorn, which it itpUdn he did not. as they would 
J»vo reminded bim of it, when he came back and expretted his remorse for 
nhot be bad done. It thoold also bo obterved, that had Judas given thorn 
MI intimotiooa of this kin4» thejr woald doobtless have m'ged them against 
oor blessed Saviopf himself In too ooorte of hit trial, when they were at to 
great a lost for .witoeisea to sopport thdr aceutationt ; and again tt tho 
uostlos oflenfai4#« whao they reproved them for tpeaking in the name of 
jfkMVMi bosidoi had Judas tbooght his Mister an impostor,* and proposed 
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nothing bj his tretdierjr, bafc M^e price he pot apon his life, how came he 
to fill him for such a trifle, whes ho well keiew, thai the ehieCpHeft^ m4 
mien wqtld btTe giien hta any slUBt rather thaa not hare geilten hin liil# 
theUr haodi ? la fine, the tapposition that Jodas beifefed Ms Maiter U, 
lie aq impoitor, is direetJj eonfoied hy the tolenui d e chi r eti o a he mtA^ l# 
fhe priestly wboi he deekred the deepest convictioa of the innoceape c^ 
oir great Redeemer : ^'I have iinaed," said be, «^ io bf!lfajfui§ iheiaiMH 
ctait Idood.** * And it most be remembered th«t the remorse he (eH for Uf 
crime, was too bitter to be endured ; so that be fled otoq to thor king,, tf 
lakTors for vfiCt^ after he saw bis master condemned* 
' Bowaver* sande the traaoberj of Jodas did not proceed from anj of tfanip 
llMiives, it may be asked, what other moli?es can be astigned for^hU co^ 
dmtL ? The evangelist St. John tells us, that he was of eo covetens a die- 
|»oriUony as to sfeal money oat of onr Lord's ,bag : and heoee we faava 
fiiflh:!ent reason to believe that he first followed Jjeeua, with a view of 
obtaining riches and other temporal advantages, which be ejtpeijtod the 
Messiah*s friends would enjjoy : it likewise anthorises us to think, thai a$ 
he had hitherto reaped none of these advantages, he might grow impatient 
ihiderthe delay ; and the rather/%s Jasua Iwd lately discouraged all am? 
biticHis views amongst bis disciples, and neglected to embrace the opportft- 
nity of erecting' his kingdom* which was offered him by the mnltitttde who 
aocompanied him into Jernsalem with sheats and crying, ** Hosanna to 
fhe Son of 0tvid.'* His impatience, tlierefore becoming exoessive, inspired 
iiim with the thoagbt of dehvering his Master into the hands of the coun- 
dL flrmlv persuaded that he would then be obliged to assume the d^nity 
of the Messiah, and conieqaently able to reward his followers ; far as thia 
^ait was composed of the chief priests, elders and scribes, that is, Abp 
reprciontatives of great families, and the doctors of the law i the trelfcsr 
^d not douht that bis Master, when .broo|jht before so august an asseaib(y* 
Would assert bis preleolioos, to the title ot the Messiah, prove his claim ti 
iheit'foll coaviction, gain ibem over to his interest, and immedkitely oi^(fli 
on faii regU dignity. And though he must be seosible, that tho mpa/NiRft 
ho took to compass this intention were very offending to his J)Amter ; yal 
he might think the su^^cesis of it would proenre his pardon from so compai^ 
ilonate a Master, and even recommend him to £avour. In the mean tuna 
IMs project, however plausible it might appear to one of lis turn, was fai; 
from being f^ (rom difficulty ; and therefore, while be revolved in Jdt 
own mind, many things might occur to stagger his resolation. At langtil 
thinking' blniseiraffionted by the rebuke of Jesus, at the time whei^ (hf 
woman anointed the head of his Master, he was provoked to execotoj^ta 
tesotutidn hi had formed o\ obliging him to alter bis maasoras. -IUt&l|^ 
therefore, directly froni'the table, he went immediately ioto the city* to 
the place of the high-priests, where he found the council assembled, ison- 
nttmg how they mi^ht take Jesus by subtlety, in. the absenco of tht 
snuHiiufle. Tq them he made known his intentions of delivering -hb Maar 
ter into their .hands ; and undertook JTor a small sum of money, to ooqriiict 
m baud of arihed men to the place where the Saviour of the ' world moalliy 
ipent t^ night wifhjiis' disciples,' . where they might appreheud him wilhi 
out the leut danger of a tumuK; Thus the great deceiver of nM~'~'~'' 



tempted him te commit fhe horrid action, by laying hold of the variaoi 

passions widch now afl^ted* the tractor's breast. ■ ■ . . ^i. 

ft ma^ be j;at)io'red fro ii^ the nature of the contract, that these won n^t 

ly the mbtivea'wMph Induce} J^ode« to betray his Master: ^* What w»li«fi 

SB me^" said he, *' an^ I wUI deliver hl>a onfd you ?'* Ha did oat owwa 
t he wouM ^«ft^«r him i}B to be pbt to death; for tbooghr 4bf 
priests had consulted among themselves, how they might destroy -Jcaofle 
they had not been so abominabrv Wicked as to dechire their iateatioo poht^ 
licly i they on!y,p reposed to bring him. to trial for aisimiiag the eharaeii^ 

: ' ■ '^ -J- 
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; WtbaMoMiftfi.wiXtotmt bira uR npctrad ^ ^utrTcd. The olTer. 
^bBTcfora, whS^ Jndunmfc tfa«m tifiaHvcnOjgUniii^, waain coDfDrinity 
to Ibtir nblw rewlotlbni ; nor did tbe^ bioicnUild it in toy oiher light: 
lerMthapriaMf tbopght.Uiatlritdatfgn Ib thlt vtf lo get hi* MttUr 
•Mariibri with 4nth, Ibe; nut dto tafn tbeoehf he iKlicved him u> b» 
. anlM«rtar;.(Dirii)efa cucrtbtf woMdniMeniiiva prodncfd him •« 
-Mcof iMf priD^>leTidRi«M,M pmaa behif nore proper to bcai nit- 
* %«•• Una fti* eetmnion. Or, lappoting Jgte repaateil bcfora the Irisl 
«*■■■ on. Mid h>d witbdnwn hJiMClf, IM priuU ^gbl have argued wiib 
gre«t ^riHIt^, bath Id their DW a court and Mfim the go Pernor, that 
Mr a mM'i ^a^l* b> remira tiii Judgej to b^ojr Um to condign pun- 
HhlBeat,b(andadUmwitt raeha>u«picion of |^li,'a« - '" 



, aiuspieion oT%riii,vt waialmcsleqntltc 

tt (Ul proof 1 tkt wbfn Jadai riturned to theta wilK the monej', decJiiing 

. Mbe bad- (iiil>!)d Im belnjicig the innocent blooA instead of replying. 

' •• Wfaatiathatton? MaOMD lotbat p" it wki tlia most miurtl ihicg 
WtbeworMUhteapbratded himirith the itiiii behbil pot upon bit IHai- 

. W«eWict«r,|rf riw.cpotract thej had made with b\tn. hh true.lhej 
called tbe nMWf tbej.gaTvtnni •'thenrice of blood ;" bot tliej did uol 
inean titi>in'th« rtrideit seme, » the; had ieither Kind jDdai to auw- 
innate bis 9f arter, Iftor em they be inppoKd to charge thcniie' 



the guilt of murdering him ; it wa« only tie pilee of Mood' in eosteqittac* 
•T Hi beittg the r^ard tTiey titi giten l« tlwtniltdr ftfr potting it to tbiir 
power to taice awaj the life of Christ ander the cotoar and forn ef 



public jmtfee ; nav, it mjj be eren dooHtd, whether Jodai aiked ihc 
moDej, u ■ lewird for h!i >eitieu i bt^tftntddd}, indeed, kept it, and tbe 
pric«ti,br thai reaton, called it the price ofbload. 

\hda»', inihnrt.hnen'tliattheTnlmconId not take awtf tW Ufa oftrif 
perton wh«t>n«nr, the Romau bnvfof;. depflTad Cbem of that (Mwcr ; ani 
fhcAvfan! could bare n'odeiign of thikkintf in' dtfiverinK him np j not In 
fnention tliacit tn« a coramocopiiiian among the- Jewa, that tba Mawiab 
litinH Rievcr djej ah opinloQ which Jodiu might earily cmixace, haTJut 

' t«*n M* flhitef raiM mertl pertoni, and MWiig the Kit coe who bad 

' V^n In die gran im leak than fotir da^ 

' It ii probaMe that the tMitor'i intention In betrajuic Ui Haitar war 
fhat m'ntioned aboTc. fcehi hi< banging binttlf When Be hand Un con^ 
JUmocd nrit b; the gnVcroor hot bjtbe coiuKil, wbON prerogative it waa 
fo judge the prftpf cts. Had Jndai propoied t« Uk* awaj tin Ufa of bi* 
Slaiter. ihe lifttMea of eondeniDation panednponUm inatcftdof &llinc 
fllin with deipair, mnai hairi gratified bin,, being the accoDi'pli*bmeBt of hir 
project: whemi, thli ciroffmitance if (bswn to have been perfeelff lU' 

' Inrat, b; the'Iight wbenh we have endaavoored to place'hii eoodnct. 
HaTin^bevtf'wttnet* to'thegreateit' part of our Lord"! airaelai, and 
Raving Mpertneedtbecettalatrathaftbem.inrlhe power* that had been 
etfn^^rrWS en'hlnteir^ Jadtseoold never think tbat the eonndl would have 
cii»MnnnMMmuaninipe<tDt far le*a u a blasphemer; be knew Km t« 
Be^rfeAl} innaeent; andexpetted he tveald hue wfongbt acrii niAcler 
before the cooncil, aa ihoaU hare eoDilralned' them to bclicwi-tberefbTe, 
wben be found nothing ofthiikind was done, and that the prieiti hadpai- 
••d tli« iMttettee of cotideMnation npon -ttn' aiUwei* ctnjioi tiiii to ihe 

' ioremortogetit exeealed, he repented' ofhii'mhaad eovetona projecti' 
'a«fln tn tile cKM priette and eldeni the ptnoni lla-whaat he had betrajed 

' Mint tifleredittlem tbeir money again; and aotemnly declared the deepcit 
rfoOTlefion ef Mi'Haitern innoeenee hopfng that they wostd have deaiiM 

' ll«A IbeptoidMlion';' btit they were ebiiinataand woald not' relent ;i np- 
w# W bicb M»tadirM'<lrote to aacb Apheb, that,' nnabte tn'Mpport thr 
Ument*orbkeenMei)c*,hewentand1l«ng«d himielf. 'ThifkllSInk it 

■ pwl w M ctHat IHatnitor'rlntenironlD dalh^ring up hU ikifer.WM tiot 
to gel UmpoaUwd' with death, but eiilj to lay him ntidec tha AavawX.^ <A 
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ftmmi^ Hii^pvettQtioiit hefort the grandeei, whom he had failherto ihaii- 
toed ; tUnUiig that the whole oaUon woold imincdktelj liav« tabmiAld 
kiid the diftdplei have heen rtiied forthwith to the aamnilC of their ezpcet- 
ationf if ih^ had yielded. 

Bnt this account of Judas* condoet, is by no memos calcahMd lb letaii 
Ibe foolneu of hb crime* whieh was the blackest imaginablo ; for oven in 
llie Kriit abore meDtioDod. it impned both ao ihiotiabl^ avarice^ and a 
WiifalopposKioii to the eoaniels or ProTidflace, aad rendered tho actor of 
it a disgrace to homan natore : bat ft is calcolated to set the crediUitjr of 
Ibe traitor*s actions in a proper light, h to shew that he was not moted to it 
iff any thing sospicioas in the character of liis Master ; beeabsn, acedid- 
Ing to this vie# of it. Us perfidy, instead of iillplyinf that b^ ctiteitaina^ 
lOspieionB of bis Master's integrity, ptainly proves, that he bud the fali«t 
ironviction that he was the Messiah : and to say the troth, it wns not po«i- 
blo for any one intimately Mqoainted with oar Lord, u Jodns wai la 
Jodge otherwise c*f biro ? baring seen his miraeleSy which were greot and 
ikve beyond exception, and having experienced his power in the ability of 
working miracles which he had received from him* and tio donbt exercised 
Hirith extraordinary pkasore. together with the rest of the apostlea. 



-"**- -j*«- -»->- -j>-s*»-fc>- ^fc.t- >4t.- t\^i 
~\* "la* "la* "a'Jii /** r" "'■ #"^ 



CHAPTER XXXIL 

Omt ArrroMr institutes the Sacrament of his swtperi ffeckedttiktk 
ambiticus Strife of his Disciples^ and jromisetk them a Shmre in Ms 
Kingdom: He telleth Peter of Satan's desire to sift him, hui th&t Mt 
Feiih should he supported : and yet he should thriee deny him : Meed* 
viselk his Disciples to provide Necessaries^ and to arm ihewuthft 
against the Day of T^riai : He promiseth them Power to do greatef 
iVorks than his own, and the Grant of all that they should aek in his 
Namt^ : He rtquireth their Obedience as a Proof of thnr Lsne^ and 
pveih them a Promise of (he Comforter, the Holy Ghost. Under lie 
ParableofaFine^CHKiiv setteth forth God's Govermmeni if his 
Church, andexhorteth his Disciples to abide m his Faith tntdDoetrim: 
He commandeth them to love one another^ accordinff to the great Looe hi 
had shetoed for them ; Sfwarneth themoftheit S^eringsfer kb Stdiet 
He comforteth them by a Promise of the Hofy Ghost : He MtiMalsfA 
his Dtalh^ Resurrection, and Jscension : His Disciples conjeM$ thpr 
Faith in him ; he foretelleth their Desertion of Aint, emd protHietth 
them Peace in him amid.%t their Tribulation in the fVorld: Hejmmytth 
to the Father to glorify him : and to preserve hit ApostUe in Uuihy 0/ 
Faiths and from aU Evil ; and to sanctify them wUh tie fVoed vf 
truth ; and for the perfect Union of all Believers^ and their urflfwioa 
to a Share of his Glory in heaven. 

IT does not appear that oar Saviour was in the least disturbed iH-.tlie 
consideration of tlie treacliery of Judas; for in order to render UalMoto 
manlcind more effectoal, be instiioted the sacrament of hia sopper, l»par- 
petaate the memory of it tbroaghoot all ages. Accordingly aa th ay ^wBi 
eating the paschal-supper ** Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and bnkaitt 
and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take eait ; this is my liody^ wbiek ii 
given for you ; this do ye in remembrince of me," obwvo thia rite na 
longer in remembrance of your deliverance from Egyptt bnt in romero* 
brance of ma : who by dying for >ou» will bring yon out of tb» vpgHiaii 
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tbndt^, A bondtge far worie Ihah tbe Egyf^ian^ iaindef Wdlcb your llh 
Iberi groaned and will establish yoo in Ihe glorioas liberty of the cfaildreki 
of God : do it in remieinbrance of me, wno, by laying down my life, ¥»iU 
xansom you from sin, from death, from bell, and, that you may enter im« 
Biortality in triumph will set open the gates of heaven to yon. 

After having glVeti tbe brx^ad t6 his disciples, he also took the cnp ifid 
gave it to them, saving, ** Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood of the 
new Testament which is shcSd for many for the remission of sins."- All 
lof yon, and all of kny ditoiplesin all ages, must drink of this cop, becaa'so 
It represents my blood, shed for the renaission of the sins of mankind ; my 
Mo4d, by which the new covenant bettreen God and man is ratified ; it is 
therefore my bTood of the lieW covenant so that this institution exhibits to 
jfour joyful meditation; the grand bans of the hopes of the cbiTdren of 
men , and perpetuates the memory of it to the end or tbe world. . He added* 
^ 1 will hot drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until thaCday when 
I drink it new with you in my Father^s kingdom." Matt. xxvi;29. 
- The most illustrious, the most momentous event that is possible to en* 
gage the meditations of mankind, is tbe manifestation of the Son. of God ; 
to' his life and death, hSs liesnrrection and ascension into glory, we are in- 
debted for our hopes and assurances of pardon, for our peace, for our hap- 
piness ; in procure our benefit, he made thfe most amaein^ condescenson 
from the dignity he enjoyed with hia Father by potting on the veil of ilcsh ; 
be poured divine instruction from bis lips, and shone forth with all-perfccfc 
and all- lovely examples ! for our benefit, he submitted to a course of the 
most cruel treatment of his bitter enemies, to the agonies of the cross and 
to the stroke of the king of terrors: for our benefit, lie arose again with 
power and Instrey-ascehded into the mansions of eternal happiness, ^inter- 
cede! for uft with .the Almighty, and holdeth the reins of government. And 
•hall the amiable, ihe excellent, the beneficial actions of this Saviour, be 
Ikuried in oblivion ? Forbid it, gratitude, duty, interest ! Forbrd it, every 
con aideration that can afl'ect. tbe human mind! With the greatest wisdom 
and goodoesa, tjiis beneficient J^sus instituted a rite that should recall hie 
love to our memories, and awake each pioua passion in our breasts ; a 
lite, which b]r the breaking of bread, and the pouring out of wine should 
repr^esent to us, in a striking manner, that mo&t signal proof of the affec- 
tion, both of him abd his heavenly Father when his tende^ frame was expos- 
^ to wounds and bruises, when streams of the most precious blood issued 
from his sacr^d,v•ins. And the more we reflect en this instance of divine 
love, the more we. shall perceive that there was a peculiar propriety in point- 
ing oolby ft particular ordinance, a fact of such immense importance in tho 
systenv of revelation t Nay we may even venture to assert, that in somo 
dark and corrupt ages, when the Scriptures were little known by the coheh 
mon people, and hardly studied by the priests, the death of our Saviour, 
bad not the remembrance of it been renewed by tbe celebration of this sa- 
cred ordinance, would have baen almost forgotten. 

- We should albo rememberj that the vanities of the world, tbe allurements 
of sensual pleasure the charms of ambition, the splendor of riches ; in short 
temptations from present objects of every kind, have often too fatal an in- 
flaence on our temper and conduct ; they have a meloncholy aptitodc to 
draw the sqqI aside to folly, and obliterate tbe impre&Mcn of things divine. 
It was, therefore, a wise, a kind intention of our great Redeemer, by a fre- 
quent-repetition of the sacramental feast to call back the .wandering heart 
of man to a sense of his duty and obligations as a Christian. Eeudea, 
iheagh the religion of the iromacolate JxsDS i« altogether gentle, . gen e- 
fdnftf'and beneficient; though its whole tendency is to correct thepaf#ioivf 
anpeeten the diipositiona, and enlarge the afTections of men; and thoxsgbit 
. enforces all this open us by motives sorpritingly powerful and afFecting ; 
yoisQcb is the perverseiiees of the tomtn hearty that jealoui»l«i and cQivi%^« 
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Imn in thi9 temptttbn, he woqld hBi|ow od tben^ aucb a kin^omaiWKifi. 
Iher had Appointed for tbem. At the-MOne tif^^ ^o check their ambiUoi^ 
4q4 lead tnem to form ajait ootion of hit kingdom, be told theni, that hi^ 
W^.i toon to leave them, and that vrbitber he was goin^, thej could not at^ 
that time follow biiQ ; for which reason instcfad of contending with onc^ 
another, which of them should he the greatest, they would do well to ba 
liqited among themselves in the happy bond of love : for by loving onft 
another sincerely and fervently they would prove themselves his disciple^ 
to the conviction of mankind, who could not be ignorant, that the distint 
guishinjf part of his character was love. 

Our Lord called this a new commandment, not because mutual love had 
pever been enjoined to mankind before, but because it was a precept o^ 
peculiar excelleucy : for the word new in the Hebrew language, denotes esT 
cellcncy and truth : and the reason of this idiom seems to have been, th^ 
novelty oftentimes has the same effect upon the mind as excellency, render- 
ing an object acceptable, and raising admiration ; he also called this a new. 
commandment) because they were to exercise it under a new relation^ 
according to a new measure and from new motives : they were to love 
one another in the relation of hia disciples and in that degree of love which 
he had shelved to them ; for they were to lay down their lives for the 
brethren. This excellent morality did not make such an impression oa| 
Peter, as the words which Jesus bad spoken concerning a place whithe^ 
his disciples could not come : he therefore replied, by asking wh^re he wat 
going ? To which J Rs us answered, ** VVhither ( go, thou caast not follow^ 
ine now ; but thoq shalt follow me afterwards.^* 

In order to make his disciples humble, watchful, and kindly affectionate 
one towards another, he. i^ssured them, that Satan was seeking to rnif\ 
them all by his temptations: ^' And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, be* 
hold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat : bu( 
1 have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not : and when thou art convert: 
ed, streiiglhen thy brethren.'' Peter was greatly offended that his master 
should have singled him out as the weakest ; for so he interpreted hi^ pray^ 
)ng for him partioularly : and 8uppOBin<r that he mentioned Satan's seeking 
to sift him as a thing which would binder him from following his Master,, 
replied, Why cannot J follow thee now? Is there any road more terrible 
than the dark valley of the shadow of death ? Yet, 1 am willing this mo^ 
incnt to accompany thee through these black and gloomy shades. 

But Jcsys knowing his weak, though sincere reaolution, answered} 
Art thou so very confident of thine own strength ? " I tell thee, Peter. 
the cock shell not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny tha^ 
thou knowest me." Luke xxii. oU 

Qur dear Lord having finished what he had to say tp Peter in particular, 
turned himself to the other disciples, and put them in mind, how that, 
when they were first sent out, he directed them to rely wholly upon the 
Almighty for assistance. When I sent yeu formerly, said he, to preach 
the gospel, you may remember, I ordered you to go without any provision . 
either for your sustenance or defence, assuring you, that though you would 
indeed meet with great opposition, yet Providence would dispose some 
men in all places to be your friends, and to furnish you with all necessaries; 
and accordingly you found yon wanted for nothing, but were wonderfully 
supported without any care or provisions of your own in the whple journeyi , 
and finished your work with success. But now the case is very different } 
the time of that greatest trial and distress, whereof I have often forewarn^ 
«d you, is just at hand ; and you may now make all the provision in yonr 
]^owcr, and arm yourselves against it as much as your are able ; the tiine, (^ 
yyi of the greatest trial and distress that ever yet befell you, is now a(^,. 
Ifend ; for I am just going to be betrayed into the hands of my inveterate. 
4en)les« 1 have finished the work for whi'jh 1 was seot into the y/Qtld^ .' 
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f nd QoUniig now remains for me, but td midergo thue safiferfngs it hich tba 
prophets have foretold coDcerniaj§; me, and by. sabmitting at last to a most 
igDominioDs deaths to complete this whole dispensatiotf of Providence.-— 
The disciples thinking that their, great Master.meant, that they shoold arm 
themselves in i Hteral sense, and endeavour to oppose the atsaolts that 
would shortly be made upon theni by the Jews, answered, >* Lord, here are 
two swords :" bat the blessed Jbsus, who only intended to convey an idea 
of their approaching distress and temptations, and to arm them against the 
•arprise, replied, *' It is enoogh." ' 

Oar blessed Saviour having thoa forewarned his disciples of the great 
trial that was coming upon them, and commanded them to arm them^ 
aeWes against it, proceeded to animate Cfaem to sustain the trial manfully, 
and to comfort them uqder the dismal apprehensions it might ctiuse in 
their minds. Be not terrified and disconsolate, [said the compassionate 
Redeemer of mankind, because I have to.'d yon that I must undergo great 
aofiferings^ and be taken away from you for a time. You have always 
beentaugiit to believe in God, who is the' Almighty Preserver and Govein-r 
or of all things ; and to rely on him for deliverance in every iifniction and 
distress. Learn now, in like manner, to believe in me, who have all powec 
committed to me, as preserver and head of my church ; and trust in mo 
to accomplishjfully all things that I have promised you ; If you do this, and 
persist steadfastly in the belief of my doctrine, and the obedience of my 
commands, nothing in this vale of misery, not even persecution, or death 
itself, shall be able to hinder you from attaining the happiness I have pro« 
mised to you: for in heaven, my Father's house, there is abundant room 
to receive you, otherwise I would not have ^lled- your minds with the hopes 
and expectations of happiness: but, as there are mansions sufficient for yod 
in another state, you may with confidence and assurance hope for the 
full accompliflhnientpf my promises, notwithstanding all this present world 
may contrive or act against yoq. 4>>^ J^ ought aUo to bear patiently my 
departure from you at this time ; since 1 only leave you to open the portals 
of those eternal habitations, where 1 shall be ever with you, and to pre^ ■ 
pare a place for your reception : after which I will rcturn^and take you to 
tnyself. Ifor shall you evermore be separated from me, but continue with 
me to all eternity; in full participation of my eternal glory and happiness, 
in the l^lissful regions of the heavenly Canaan. You must now surely 
know the way that leads to tlu^e happy scats of immortality, and whether 
J am going. 

However, the disciples, whose minds were not yet fully weaned from 
the expectations of temporal power and glory did not understand this dis-. 
course of their great and beloved Master. Accordingly, Thomas replied, 
** Lord, we know not whether thou goest ; and how can we know the 
way ?'' To which the blessed Jesus answered, ^ I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life.^' Imitating my example, and obeying my commands, 
is the way to arrive at the place whither I am going ; namely, to my Fa- 
ther's house, and to the enjoyment of his eternal happiness : nor can any 
man go thither by any other way. If ye say ye do not know the Father, 
I tell you that no man who knoweth tne, can be i gnorant of my Father, 
•f his will, and of the manner of pleasing him ; for my Father and I are 
one : so that if ye know me, ye most know the Father also ; and indeed 
ye do know him, and have been sufficiently instructed in his precepts. 
Then Philip answered. Lord, shew us but once the Father, and we shall 
be fully satisfied. But Jesus replied, have 1 been so long continually with 
you, and dost thou not yet know me, Philip P I tell you, I and my Father 
ore the same ; so ibat to know one is to be acquainted with both. What 
Aben can you mean by desiring to see the Father as if you coo*i still be 
ignorant of him after being so long acquainted with me? Do you not bo- 
)|icve that the JPather and 1 are one and the same ? NVUalaotN^x \ ^^^^^s. 



SR UrS OP JESOS CBBM. 



klfaftatcbnliaairfhwwilLndwhBtMTerlie, ii *hc iyniUw •f ih 

Eiw fiditw SB, tiMt Ibe flsUicr ani 1 mn one ; aai if !• Mfnp t# 
« o^ own mflfaiaalioBv yit, at ny works canj in 4kui witieaiahM 
MMeoo»af diviae power. Jet tliii eomnc* yoo. 

Yoa Umi mtcIj have iMtter nficieiit to eomfiict ani vpporfc vo^f 
tptriti «oder t^ UHiiiflrtf of oiy 4eparUn frDai 500, \e hvft ffcoiia«ii| 
ffOTMO t» Mierc, IJhI I liave frovcr to ped&cm aU the promiiet f haM 
awde f^, aad tke 4e«ga of »y departure it actaallj to MrfDriji tbeOL 
IVhen i am retaroed to my Father^ ye shall soon reeeJYe sffficiiant pMg^i 
of my care aad icowmbnoea of yoa : yc shall be eadoed wttb powa# not 
'only to perform Hm same works ye bave aeeo ok do, as haaliag dlieaieii 
inrin^ sight to fcke Uiad, casliog out deTils,«od the like, for tlio eoi|¥ic(io| 
•f Uio Jews, bat esaa to do grasder things than those ; to spook wilh if 
Viad aC tangoes, and lo propogate aty reti^aa throQgl| all tho nations 'df 
the eaith, efon amon|(st t^ the Gentiles. 

As being my disciples, and ia order to promote the nroik of tb^fospcL 
wbotsoover ye shall ask af my Faiber, in my name, sh%Q cortaialr d* 
gmntad yoo : tbat God may bo greatly glorified, l|y the estraoodosaT^ 
toeeess and sppeadiog the laligien of his Son, i say, tbat whatsoever tb 
shall ask, 1 wiU take care, after my retitm to the Father, that it shall W 
§ ninted yoo ; only ye most rememhwr. as tb^ necetmiy condition npoo 
which all depeoda, that ye be carofal above all tbiogs to continoa atei|d- 
la&t and immovable in your obedxeaoe to my commands : thi^ is the 00^ 
Iroo mark ye can |;ii;e of the siooerity of your lore towaidft. no ;; i| » 
inore than your grteving at my departure. 

1 lay, the KatJier shall sen4 yoa another advoe^ and caoi^ter ; ^mj^ 
bis Holy Spirit, the author and teacher of troth, who s^ll goido ^ ^ 
rect. assist and comfort yoo in all cases. The Spirit, the sensaal i^O^ eo^ 
rupt wor A cannot receive, havrbg no knowledge of him, nor disposition M 
be governed ly him ; bnlye know him, and are di»posed to. onteitaio hisi.' 
he is already ifl| yen, by bi^ secret and invisible eilctcy ; and shall banrf" 
•er appear io yon opealy, by greai and yisible manifestJitions of lumiidl. 
Tba9« though 1 matt depart from you, yet 1 do by no meana leave ysfi 
camfortless : 1 leave with yon a promise of the Iloly Spirit ; and I mirt 
JOB in expectation of my own return : foj* though, after a very Kittle wh&^ 
J shall appear no more to the. world ; yet, as I, shall live again^ aojf yt 
also ihali Hve with me, to yoq i will appear. 

Therefore, wben 1 have conquered and triumphed over death) Jp9 ibsl 
onderstand moie fuUy, and it shall appear more visibly by groat ^a^ 
manifest eOeota, that I act, ia alt these things agreeable to my Pathci^ii 
will, and am perfirciiy in^-este^ with bii^ power.; apd that ye in lihe OMO^ 
ner have my power and commissioq caoinninicated to you : so.tbi^ there 
is o ner feet unity and community between us ; only ye ippst renioiiibi^ 
that the 000 necpiasry eonditifin, on whi<;h all depends, it» that yo oootolff 
oteadAut and immorvable in your faith in me, abd in your i^bedienco ti. 
toy commttuds. tie and he only, who cmbraaei my d0ctnne« and obsfi, 
and practises it, shall be judged te be sinceio in bis love toward^ ok; 
»< And lie thsi la<v>elfa me 'shall be V*»ved of my Father, and I. will, krve 
him, aad will manifest myself to him.** ' 

Jadas Thaddcns Were tbtcrrupted hia .Vastar, s^yi«ig, ^ Lord, how i»it. 
Askt thou will manifest thyself unto i», and not unto tkeworld ??' 

To whkh Jtsaus rcfdiedy I have abtsody told y4M^ tho reason far M 
aeting in thiamaaoar ; bcoanse the gecrerality of the world are qft difpjMf 
od lo obey my command inents^ the neccMary. eanditlop of ns^ntainifif 
communion with me : hot ye are disposed to un4>raco mj doctrxoea iUidt9 
obey it; and, there^e, 1 naanife^i mysf^ to you. And whoevor aW 
will so love me as to keep my t:amnisndmems, him also witt Isn^ n^ 
k'Bhhur love, and wilf maia'oua eonununioa with bim, and alt S|dr>ttfi3 



of huppiAeds «Md etieNial ■^. Oii-lfte tfontnrry,' wlfbeter Fovetf taie noty 
tkut hi ebe^f'iMA-nijT cottiliMilMffeiitr, sInkII' Km^ ne intefMitie or e(mr*« 
Ihttni^ witlii iiie:^ ii«!tl«er wiN> nif^Fatbctt Idtie «r t)iotio«r MAi; or make 
why iMittfevtetiMi* oC'Mni«e)r Id MiH : fdr m lAjp coiMimmdifa^ft' lire lii^ 
fliy ewft, tml Um^Pather'tfG^mriMi^dfRelits', therefm, whoever dbtHdoovrir 
Wfie, my Father wi^ look open M«i m dfftho«otirilig''h1m8«ff; 

I have bHefly 8)^ell niese thingt' tnto> jott* chWI, aeisbtdlog to (he 
th#rttie8s of the time I tm to coiUfMe-Wlihyea; afid to^ comfort jfoo ibv^ 
Ae' present^ againsf my defKn^tore* BiA wmn iter oomfii^rtelr wh(»m I prtir* 
aiistdyo^iseoine, eten the tloly Spirit, whom my Father shall • aeiMf 
yofi- oo my Mseocmt; gfcklHhftfiiraoPy^ moroiblly, reealihig to yo uV i- emem -, 
Orance what^oa have forgolton, explilniif^-Whit' ie yet ofa^re, mSt' 
•feipplyiog i^hst 19 fdrlher necMaiy^ te^Vtu^yoa, aM to^te Dntfi^steod 
ftjF you. 1^ the mean time, I tal^ my.teave of yeit, and my MesifDjr f' 
leate wifihyon ; not formally, and^aftertKecommoii fjlshion of the-wom^ 
but afiRecl)oiiately and sincerely,' retaiiiiii|; •carefD^fem«lilb^aric« of yoa;. 
and w%h an' eal'nest desire and itftentloft of reioming a gaiit speedily td!" 
yoa; Wherdbire, be not oTepintlch grieved' for me and my departoro;' 
not febrfol of •what may then befall yonrsehrev: I go aWayfravr yoo, botlt^ 
14 with an intention, a« Thave ah^adytoldyoa, to retarti to yoift attam: 
If yoa lovi<d me With' a wise and onderslandiog a#eetion, ye wotaJdreplce 
instead 'of gi^eving at my present d^parttire ; becaiue 1 am* goMg tothe^ 
Sdpreme- atftbbr of aH glory and happiness,' even 16 my Father. 

1 ha-ve now tcfid yoo these things before they came to pass, that wfieh^ 
ye see them- happen, year faith in m^, and yoar exptctatioii of thier per« 
formanee of tlf my prami^Sj mayttft confirmed and sti'effgth^ned ; iM 
time will not ailbir me t^ say moeh more to* yoff at present'; my- erid* 
draweth near ; the rtilcr of this world, the prince of thepower of darkhesv 
il atthi^instant iif|MftyiAg ti^fais wicked htstrvments to tpi»rehend'aii^ 
destroy me : ndi'mC^d^th^r thepower of thfe DevH,- or the maiice nf men^ 
cten alf ptWail ^over me,- bnt because the time of my siflSeringj atilordin^' 
lb the appointiiiefil of Divide Wisdom, Is arrived and* thlit 1 maydemoff^ 
strate to tfte world my love and obedience to my Father, l^ilHiiglysiifaw 
mit myself to 1^ piit to d^atfi by the hands of sirtftil - and cni^ men.- 
Rise tap, let os be gbing, thai 1" may etttitr on my safittrngs^ See JfOimV 
chap. xiv. ver." i. to llic end, 

Thns having spoken, they finished the pastorer !^h singnig « hymn, 
and went oot to the Moant of Olives. The hymn which they sang wa* 
probably tfiat which the Jews caH the JffalUrr, or grea^ hymn, which coM^' 
nsted of ttie handftd' and thirteenth and fi^e sobseqaent Pdalms ,- part of* 
t^hicli was smig at the beginning of the solemnity, and part at the end. 

When tliey arrived at thfe place which #as - to be the scene of Ma sof- 
fttirigs, he deflWedlhem to fortr% thenrselvetf by prajrer,' arid forewtirhod' 
them of the terrible eflfccts' his MffFerihgs would have trpon them ; th^f 
vinvold nMike them kll stamble tifet ^ry night, agreeabfe to the prophet'y^' 
of Z^cheriab : ** I' wtl! smile the ^ephcrd, and the sheifep' of the floek shall 
be scattered, abroad.** Therelbre, he not ctoly mentioned his own tesOf- 
rection, tmt tohl them they should see him in Galileie, after'he Was riseni' 
from the d^d, ib order to strengthen their faith. 

Prtcr,- on 'our blessed Savioor's mentioning the ofllenee that his dfsciples • 
wonld *take'at his snflerings, recollected what had be6n said to' Kim iii 
ptrtirolar, befofe they left the hoase. Orieving therefore afresh, to find 
Hhb ' Master entertait! siteh' thooghts of him. and being now arined wHhs" 
9Word; ttite Tehenl»ence'of histemper urged him to boart the second time' 
irfl^ilcocHiigeoas and *c1ose attachment to his 'Mailer : ** Though aH men," 
ihM be. '* should be offended because of thee, yet Willi never be offend- 
ed.^ - : But Jksvs, knowing that confidence and' security ftr«- gr^st enenieir 
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to TirlM, thoaght proper to foreliram bim a^iD of hit daogor wni told hiia^ 
Ibmt the coeic sboald not crow before be bad denied bim. Fetor boweverp 
etill eontiniied to repeat bii cooBdonee, 1 will die yth tboo;,bat never deoy 
Ibee. The disciples all joined witb Peter in prolessing iboir fixed resohi* 
tion of tofferio^ death, ratber than they wooU deny theii Master ; but .the 
event folly confirmod the prediction of oar Savkmr. . From wheneo wo 
may leara, how ignorant men are of themselves. 

. Oar dear Lord, not willing to lose Qoe tingle moment of the thoit 
time of bit ministry that yet remained, contipned to inatracl bit dhd^ 
pies in the great troths be came into the. world to explain ; ^/ad from tb^t 
vines, which were growing ronnd him on the Mount of .Olives, be begatf 
bis excdleat discoorse wilh the parable of the vioej which wo shall en- 
deavoar to explain in the following manner. 

Hitherto, said the compassionate ELedeemer of mankind, the Jewiih 
eharch and nation bave been the peculiar care of Providence ; as m cboico. 
and a goodly vine likely to bring forth maeh fruit, is the especial carsi of 
the husbandman : but from henceforth, my church, my disciples, and tM^ 

Srofesiors of my religwn, of whatsoever country or nation they be, shall 
(!Come the people of God, and the pecnliar care of Divine Providence : I 
will be to them as the rout and stock of a vine, of which my Father If tbri 
hosbaDdman and vioe-dresser, and they are the branches. 

As the skilful vioe-dresser, in the management of a choiee vine, iati 
off all barren and soperfluons branches, that they may not burden nor ex- 
haust the tree, and prunes and dresses the fruitfol branches that they may 
grow coDftinaally, and bear more frait : so in the government of mv cbiffcb^ 
all useless, wicked, and incorrigible members, ray t^atber, by bis jast.jnd|- 
ment cuts off and destroys ; bat those who are sincerely pious and gooo^ 
be, by the various and merciful dispensations of bis providence towardft 
them, tries, purifies, and amends that they may daily ii^rove and bemore 
and more abundant in all good works. I^ow ye, aqMiostles, are racb 
members as these, being purified in heart and mind, uaif prepared for ew^ 
ry good work, by your lively faith in me, aqd si ooero resolutions to oblf 
xpy commands. Continue steadfastly in this state, and then yon muf^ 
»ore of deriving all spiritual blessings from me, as the branches receiva'Hp 
and nourishment from the vine : bat as a branch, without continaing'hl 
the vine, cannot bear any fruit, but presently dries up and perishes ; so ye^ 
nnless yeconlinne steadfast in your communion with me, by a lively faitb 
and obedience, so as to receive grace and spiritual blessings, can nevef 
bring forth any good fruit of true boliness' and righteousness, but wHl 
fall into vanity,, superstition, and wickedness, and will utterly ptp> 
ish at last. I say, lam, as it were, the root and stock of the vIdi^ 
whereof ye are the branches : he that continues to adhere to me, by coff* 
stent faith in me, by imitating my example, and by obeying my commandi, 
shall bring forth much fruit, of true virtue and holiness, onto everlastiOf 
life ; even as a branch which continues to grow in a vine, and recaiveisa^ 
and nourishment from it : but he that does not continue bis relation to ma 
in this manner, is a false and useless professor of my religion, and sbaH bt 
cast out from me, and perish forever ; even as a fruitless branch it cot off 
from the vino, and left to wither and dry, and is at last burnt in the fire: 
but if ye continue in me, by delivering my words, and holding fast what 
ye believe, and obeying and practising it, no power, or malice, eitberof 
rnan or d evils, shall be able to hurt you, or oppose your doctrines: 'i&t 
though 1 be absent from you in body, yet 1 will hear your prayers, and njf 
Father himself also will hoar you ; and whatsoever ye shall Ask, for tba 
glory of the Almighty and the propagation of ray true religion in the worid, 
shall certainly be grantrd you : but, above all things, carofnlly remember 
to demonstrate your continuance in me, by abounding in all good works 
of holiness, rightcQUsness, and charity. This is the honour whicb ny Ftf> 
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^MrdMrat end tspeeta frod»jott, ewi ti it i»tha # lirptitf idl^sire ef^ 
VitfB ^ r a mn that W tM riioild taring forlh mucb fraito r «id thii it Um 
)i«ttiHir Itel t myietfetpeot from you, ffant ja ilwaUi prott >joanelreft.t« 
b* ratify and iiidttd my disciplei, liy-imiUtirig^fliy exMnpksM obeying m 
conmndt : (bit ye t«e boand to do, nbt only id dnty^ b«lf*in.gr«titn£i J^ 
ta ; for at my Ptilfer hatb loted me, to baitre 1 «itp Kored yo«,'iad ve in like 
manner otight to love nle again that yon may cobliiine to be loved 1^ mo s 
bat thlB way t^ exprest yodr Ioto Ui#«dfl mo, end tA eontiimo to bo lofoi > 
By me, it to Iceep niy dommandmontti eron at I, l^ iMifiDgmy Fatber't 
tepmnuMdmedtti baf e expretiod my love ttrwardt hui» and ooitinno to h% 
lovodbybim. 

I have spokdii to Jron thdiid fliiigt' beferi liiy departtro^ tbait tbo oom- 
foit yt have takefi in nty prMonoe, .mvf bo oontinsed^lft tty abtenoe, «mI' 
hvea incrcated at tb« coming of the Unly Spirtt;, ai# miU be npon tbit 
condition, which 1 hatpo lo often Kpeatcd t4y<m, tlH^you Jcoap my ooa»- 
maodmentt : lUid the principal of these comma n d meatt ir, that yo love one 
nnother, not after the common fatbiov of the world, ]bnt in tocb n^ manner 
bs I hwie Idved yod ; nor Can yon be ignorint what loit of bve thai li^ 
when 1 tell yon Uiat I am now going to lay down my life foryen ; tbit it- 
the bigbeit inttance, in whieh It Itpotiibki for a man toiiutiii bit lof« 
towards hit greitett friends and benelaetert ; and thit 1 mninow going ts 
do for yon^ and for all mankind : 1 do not contider fen «§' my lentlMS* 
tert, bdt at my friends, npon thit eaiy condiHen only, that ye keep- my 
eonftmandinentt. ! might, indeed jtittly call yon tervaatt, ceattdertog the 
ittiinitii distance between me and yon, and Uie oUigetion ye have to obey, 
my oommandmentt ; bnt I have net treated yson at tdrvmntt wbe arenot 
admitted into their ilmster't cooncyi, bot at friends^ -tfevMlng-to yon. 
With ell fretodom end plainnett* the whole will of my FsAbtr. 

I say, 1 have bifhaved niytelf to yoo« aalQ<.tbe ne4iettfAeridt ; not that 
ynd first obliged me^ or did any actt.of ktndnets for me, bot 1 ImVe freely, 
end for my own good nleatore, ehoien yon to be my apetllea, and the 
poachers of: my gospel, that yon may p9 and deokore the will of God t* 
Iht worldf and brhig forth nmcb and letting froit, in the conversion of 
men to the- knowledge' of the tmtb, and to the proCtttion and pmetlee of 
Une religion and virtue. In the peflbrmanee of thit work, wbattoever je 
skill ilsk of my Father In my name, it thall ccttakily'be granted yon, In 
order to enable yon to perform it eliecteally, and with fall tneoets; 

In aH these tbioge whfek 1 btve spoken noto yon concerning the gfeat« 
tiett of my le^tt Cowards yoO, in choosing yod to he my eposlleis, m reveel* 
ing nntD yen the whole wHl of my Father, end in laying down my fifo for 
Vod ; I have er^^ed and inculcated open yon thit reason chwfly, as 1 -at 
first told yotti that ye mky leem, after my example, to loot one mioikerm 
The world, indeed^ yon miitt enpeet, will bate and pertecole yon npon 
^y eeeoont : hoi tiiit yon onght not to be tnrprised or terrified at| knowing 
tlMt i mysetf have met with the same Weatmertt before yon« 

B$l the reesoef why Uie generality of the world have oppoted and per- 
secotei me, isbeeante my dotitrine it inconslttent with the Inttt and pat- 
wnt^theif eo*etontnetiand«njllst ambitioa ; and, for the tamereatoci 
there is no donbt bat they wiH oppote and persecnte you, also. If ye 
were <if tfte tpirit of tlie. world, flatM^ing men in their tint, and teadi- 
ing ADctrnsm cnntistent witli the Idstt and passiont, the world, 'doubt- 
letfl, would love and honour you : bot fince I have cheten yon out of thn 
vrofld^ toreprarveit^svieetv ajdd to' preach the necetsity of reformation, 
nnd ef men eatending their liviss, if the ntorld hate and pertecote yon, won- 
der not 

• Tbelrefore, lis not torprited, when ye meet with opposilron ; nor think to 
fitiddMtter Ircetment in the world, than 1 myself have done. Eemeniber 
what I Jure tlrMidy ield yon» that the disciple It not tligfe bis Masted, 
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n«ri« hellMCit sent greater tbiD he Ihttseet bim. If lAeai Kid gewN - 
rillj embraced my docirme, you inigbt« indeed, bave had jome reaton l» 
expect, that they weald willingly bave received yoor's alio ;: but tince I 
myaelf hav^ iirfEBred great indignitief and pcriecoUoBi, from wieked and 
perverie, from obMinate and incorrigible men only for opposing Ihrir vice% 
ib it highly reasonable tbtt yoa shodd expect taondergo the lUce treatmenl 
upon iht like aceoont ^ in all wkksh safferiogs yon will moreover have 
tliff comfortable consideration to support yon, thai the jostice of year owo. 
came, and the injgrtice of yoor persecutors, will by that very means most 
evideatly appear ^ teaiBg ye are persecated only for professing 4t preaching. 
in my name the doctrine of trae religion and virtoe ; and they persetale 
yoa onlyt, because tbey know not God, and oat of mere malioe will lAt 
Ubcr to be instrnoled in hia command. Indeed, had not I appeared tf» 
the wopI^ with atl :fJMsibla demonstratiorts of aothority and tnith*^ tesNob- 
IRK men a most holv and> undeniable doctrine, sufficient to reform their 
namiera and amend Uieir lives, and moreover demonstrating my diinoe- 
commiasioB, by auab- proofs aa oueht to satisfy and- convince the most 
doubting and snipieioas minds; they might have had some plea aiiide9E^ 
ouse of igrioranee fibr their unbelief ; but now, sinoe all reaisonable evidenca- 
havbeen oiforcd' them, and proper methods used for their cooversioo and 
aalvmtion, «iid« yet they wilfully and obstinately reject these means of 
grace, it laf hifai tkeyhave no eacuse for their sin ; but they oppose andt< 
periecate yon onlykhecaase they will not forsake their worldly lustt, aad 
out of mere malice will not bear to be instructed in the cQmroaDda of tfae^ 
AlauKhty : so that they who oppose and persecote yoa as they have beft^- 
peiaccuted me shew plainly that they are haters of God, and of his most^ 
holy commandments; which' it, as 1 have already told you,- a plain evideocs- 
of the injatlice of yoor persecutors, and of the justice of your own oaae. 

1 say, if I bad not done such works armongst them as no mad everdld^ 
they might, indeed, have had some' appearance of excuse for their tinc> 
hut now, bavittg^ seen abundant proofs of my authority andundeoiaUr eti« 
denee of the truth of my doctrine, aad* yet wilfully and absolutely- p«l 
sibling to oppose it, because inconsistent with their Iott«; it is plain thefr. 
their dishonouring me, is a dishonour done to God himself, and a-dlfeet 
contempt of hit commands ; so that they ave utterly inexcusable. But 
it i»« no wonder, when men' have given themselves' wholly op to-be* 
governed by worldly affections, passions, and> vices, they sbould-act contrarjfu 
to all the reaton and evidence in the world:, for this isbut the hatoTal 
oonsequence of obstinate and habitual wickedness ; and hereby ia onli^ 
fulfilled in me, what holy David long since pGophcUcally; complaiiied oft 
Ihah they hated him without a canse^ 

Flowever, notwithstanding all the opposition that wioked and incorrl^ 
gible men will make against my doctrine, there will not be wanthf 
powerful promoters of it, who shall effectually overcome all opposition ; 
for the comforter, whom i said I will send' you from heaven, even tbati 
spirit of trutk^ which cometb forth, and is sent from the Father, shall, 
when he cometh, with wonderful efficacy bear testimony to the troth of 
iriy doctrine, and cause it to be spread through the world with inorediUo 
encress; nav, and ye yourselves also, though now so weak^'fearfol, and 
doubting, shall then very powerfully beair testimony to the truth- of ell the 
rhings whereof ye have been eye-witnesses from the beginniBg, faavmg 
been all along present with me^ 

« I have thus warned you beforehand, of the opposition and peneentiox 
y« a>ost ejtpeot to meet with in the world, that when it cometh ye may hot 
be surpriMia and terrified so as to be discouraged thereby from peruttingin 
Abtt^rformance of your duty. Ye must expect particularly^ that the 
.ebjdr priests and rulers of the Jews, men of great hypocrisy and snpersti^ 
'^^^'tftetloas.ior their ceremonies and ritnii. traditions, bnt carelcM te 
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4cbM ind'obH the Win bf OmrtlpeEenee fn nit'ufen 'if jtrHt ^d M'erbil 
-vbliption, ftiid mTineiblr ptejndieBd kgainit tbt i^Htoit liMaeii ttitf pfl> 
kit;«Imy doetriDe ; tlieie, I m;, joa matt expect will kxdjiDitinAictia 50a 
liUftpoilIei, dbcut jon sat of kllmeirMeletie^M tf>fe tDeitbraikleracttt^t'; 
riuj, Mtncbmii abmrd lieftht of raalice niH Aeir MMntftttn nrrj tlitli«, 
tkit thejp will ena fancy Ihey promote Vtt UtAH of God, thd tha raiiM 
'«f rtligtdd, when they moat btrbu-milr mordor and deitfo; 70a ; bot'i 
Aits vrannd jon of dl thii bofltretnnd, ' tbit je 'my |tr»pfcra and fDrtity 
^•anehet agiiottit, that ye may reolemtiar 1 Torbtald ft to Jon,' ana 
AUtX joar faitli in me majtbaraby ba Mieagtbeaod, wbei, ft' doMetb'^ 
■"•y«M. 

Indeed, I did not te]| yss ptrticnlaTly of these tilings >t Ilia bagfitlat. 
Wben yoa fint followed ma and became my ditciplei, becauw tben I Wit 
to cODLjDBe with yoa in perion, and lupport you in all thing* by my Im- 
mediate pretence : bot now, betng about to leavn '^oo, I iWmk it neeeMary 
to aeqaaint yon what tbings are likely to come upon j-ou after my depar- 
fare, and aim wbat aemfoit yon maj expect to luppsrt jaa oiidec them, It 
tbe lame time. 

■ 1 miiBt how mention tlie meWsehBly part, namely, lliht t im goiag 
from vou, and tbit ^reit ternpfat|otii wilUjeTail Jnti iniH^'thienl^e'; Itfi, 
' fiideed, ye readfly apprehend. &, lufFer yonr hearts to be oiArWhetmel! mb 

f:fie[«t the Itiooghtj of it: but the comfortable part of ray ^licouTte,nani^ 
y, thai Diy departure }i only fn order to retnr^ to him that icn't me, and 
tbaf I wil) aooa after send yoa the Holy Sptnt,' andlge other fcdran- 
tasc) that will thence result to yoD, are neltliet coiitidwed Dor art you 
'. loTicitoDg. aboat them. NcTeitheI«u, if ye will VM«a, I Will ^hlti^'tell 
' jon the trolti: ye are so far.froin haTing'reaioti lo"be dejected al'tti* 
thangbtsof my iepartnre,' thu on the conlnrf; htiTMNy profitabte Bind 
iixpEdient for yoa, that I ihoafd now depart ; for kdch 1i llie 6rd<)r and 
dispenMtieD of Providence toirtrdi you, and the apptilhtmeot 6(mj Pit- 
tbet'a eternal and air wise co unci), that before I go and lakri polseSsiori of 
. my kingdom, the comforter, whiah is the Holy Spirit, cannot be sent open 
yoa ; bnt when I am deparUd from you, and have all pbWer in heaven and 
', «artb committed unto me, then I will send him untd yoU : and when he 
... cometh he ahail abandantly sopport and comfort yoa abdCr all yitor trou- 
bles ; shall powerfully plead your cauie againstyoar adversaries; and ahajl, 
.' with wonderfal efficacy, caase the doctrine of the go«^eI to spread and 
prevail in the world against all oppoiition : he shall particularly, and in a 
most extraordinary and convincing manner, make the world seailble of 
the greatness and heinonsness of 'a sin of which they were not aware ; of 
. the righteoasneis and jostieeofa disptiheation they did ndt nnderttanS, 
' «nd of tbe exocutinn of a raoM remarkable judgment they did not expect. 
First, by wonderfnily atteitSng and confirming the troth of my doctrine, 
' by the gift of tongoes, and other wonderTol (igni he shall coTiTitice tbe 
world'<^ the greatness and heinoDjnesa of their sfhs, in d'sbelieving afid 
■-. rejecting me. Secondly, by demonitrating, thafmy departure'out of the 
world, was not perishing and dying, bat only a reluming to my Father 
In order ta be invested with all power both In heaven and earth, he Dhall 
coDTince the world ofthe nghteonsnesi and jnslice of nty caase and of 
the excellency of, their dispeniition which I prsached and declared to 
ntaokind. Lastly, he shall convlrtce men of my pow^r and authority t» 
. execute judgment upon mine enemies, for the establishment of my king- 
dom open earth, by mightily destroying the poiver of the De*il and the 
dominion of sin, and propagating the doctrine of tnie rfetig'jn In the world, 
with wonderfiil efficacy and success. 

Many other things are yet hereafter to be done In relation to tbe set < 
tliog and establishiog of my church, which, if it were proper, 1 would now 
■cqvaint you with but ye are not yet prepared to aodetitaad and leceue: 
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thrn. QA«b9l, wlwq Ufa ^ititof Trotk. ifhom [ promtfed ;«», -h^ 
CAOB, be shall enUrge your uadt r standi ng^, i^movc youc iitr^juJit:*!. uv4hi 
Ipitraet yoQ in all necessary and divine truLhi, to enable jou to K<> tbioqgh 
liat great work, nbichltiaie begun in perion, an4 whicb I will c^cy 
04'^ your ministry ; for the Spirit 14 iio.t to bcgiQ any ofiw work, «t,lo 
'Ju^'^ay Q^'^ dodcine of himself: buL » 1 li^vc taugb' and will tB«efa 
JW( only Ie my Fathe[> niiue, lo the Spirit ihall i^iliu^t jau only in 
.'mills knd rqy Fatlier'i will, and in things De pessary to pcoaMle|indj)>v'(y 
'fintbcbuiqc design. Everything that be'do^t iliall be anl; ia'^a«r.to,. 
tefl>if«9t my ^ lory, and establish ra^ religion inihe wotld;e]r«fi>4VMri 
'lung that 1 hav-e done, hui been only to mi<Hr.!it my yather'ssloryuiija, 
rei«il bij W>U to maoHiiid ; for a« &U Ibat X bavu tavgbt U only wliat j.. 
' ne^fd tntf mj i?«Uwr, all Ibitt tl^ ^^rit ^lall Lea^^li jou, u (miy 'w^h 
■ 1^ Jffiina tfoia Bie. Vlftvitwierer, I laj, tbc Spirit thall le^ch SJ^.h. 
Oi^wltat lw.nc«iv««'friiin nw; for t«wr<ng rrom my Fattab 1 p«illi(¥* 
.eqiiufimaimBf anifmtching hit will, ii teactuDg iivne ; teeingi^.lJiioK 
.ib^t ttw^t^V' l|*V'i *^ Bqii(iqo4 to K^ ^ndiU power and d(uqi<U9'^ 
iteommittMUi'itiabrUm. ' . ,^ .- 

Be eati^nl now ta reiqeniber wliit q^tter /or com^uit 1 have given jaa, 
•ail ttVpOrt jaiuntret ^Titli it, under tlw,ajiproachiiigdjsLresii. It is aim i 
' inoann, Imt ^ im lilth white before I ihall bu talien away frara yiuj, 
SeTwUmwi, fttt nw tbi^ caqM jou to deipair : ftc, aTLer 1 am dvparted 
it will i|Bn)MlW)t a little irhilebefoce I f ppesc to yoo u^aia i ina^mach fs 
*,nij beinC Ulqia evjf rrrnn jroa !■ not petithiog, but orily relutning to 1^ 
.Fl((|Mr. At t^WM lut,wo>d* of Jequi,' the diiejplea vrere greatly tp' 
. tnbe4 V^ tco^la^ D(tt n'oderstandiDglui true meaning, tlMt m &.*.ery 
^ lb«t ti^ be i&O.Dldi^|S taken froni thegiby ileilh ; and that, afLt;/ imviilg 
.OTiV^OQ^ dei^bjr a glorioHi re iijr recti im he woald appear ta Ibem agiuij^ 
■ tieffire hii ■feensiOD into bearen. Not under>lanilJng tliis, ihey inquiie^i 
^|>ADf uiolher, ifbut c|d be mean \rf ieHinE ui,' IhaL in a vciy little titoe 
- M ^411 be liikt;^ pot of onr li-bt ; and thtU in a very litilp. time more, we 
^ImII fee bin again, and tbit becau;^ bef oeth lo the Father ? The mauning 
fTall tbli ws cftDoot itBderiUnd. 

Bat Jeius obMrviqg theiT penilq^lt^, ki4 knewicg that Lliey w^re df- . 
liraiil gft^tRff bim, t«iilie^ Why are ye thus disturbed and perplexed 
%t^nt vhal 1 («U JOQ f It it a tbinj m very Imrd to ^e uudeistofMl, litff, 
. 1 ^id, iftthla ^ Tery little tin? I ihall be tjiken away fom you. and that 
.iritbln a vei; lit|Ie tiipe mofe, I should i^ppear to you gg&in? YF>)y> verily, < 
' J teltyoa I mart wtoa de|^rl qnt of thif world ; and when the woild, whu 
•reyoureneniie^ifUI rejoice and IrinrQph over you, at i( they had destroy* 
«d me, and wboflj luppreiiqit yop ; ;e fpT Jour pu.rt3 will be oveiwlielmad 
^ith gfief VM Mf row J bat, ' frithin a 'ihort time,! wil] return to JO^ 
again, and UieD yonr torrow shall bf:. lufbcd into exceeding, great jiqr: 
vven ai a womarv ^htn Nie i* in labour, bitb gre-dt pain and wrrrow ffli 
^e present bat, ai Man ai (he iidelitered fuigels all her sufferings, .apJ 
ryoicenrealij at tb^Inrth ofber >on i »o ye, while ye are under tb« ija- 
laediate appfehei|»ii)n of mj departure from you, and during that lime of 
•SiitreM and tamptatioD which shall befall yi>u in my absence, will be full 
oTtqrrow aqd anaietjof hiinct; but when I return Ip you again, then ye 
sball'iqoice with joy anipaakable aiid full of glory, and tbe ^ause uf con- 
tinuance of it, no power ^^ ^ali(^ 9.f pieD thall ever t^ able to^ tuUe from 
jpo any more. 

However, thoagh I ihall retitrn (<t yon ^ain, an^ x^^r hmtJftM urUI AtM^^ 
Vpon be £l1ad lviU^inexpreMih]e joy, and which neier ihall be tabeBitMPr<>-' 
VDUany more ; yet there will be no necfi^ilty that i (boaM than vfiw**' 
Jong-Dittk yoQ in person, tq instruct you npfiofyfry pccatioOt B«Viiaf*>W 
now done with my own month i for besides that tbe Qoly Spirit ifil^ ht,--?, 
■cat lo iostrgct >Qq in all tfaio^i oeceisBrif, taj Falhuc tliI^^lf jf|;vtnl^-"f 
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(Wtr yta 'petflions and be resdy to gri^nt you whataoever yaa thaH ^^><fM 
.«f btm liti m; name, as being my discipto. Hilherto ye have n^k^d nonv: 
iog.af^od inmy name ; but from liancerortli puf, U|i y^ijr petl^an) in I 
f^otne, and .^batsaevef ye. sball mi atk fur the glory oftioil, a<HJ i^^ of 
Ao emibtiiyou to go through the worl: of your miniUry ^qcccf^fi^Uy, )h*) 
ij^i't^Dly ^gKritedyou; titat your joy, which wlllbegii^atmy appeariaj 
Jfi joo «g»in nfl^r my death, (uay be nomfietei by the woaderful nici'esi, 
;^ndefiic>«7 or^ouCQWii .miiiisLry. 'Pbeu thiug^ I have tgU you, at pre- 
,fcnt, iniperrect atid obECorelj, according aayourcapacj'lieiareable 'o^eu, 
AlKmi but the Lime is camiog, wjien yout [ircjudict^ brang remiived, 1 
twiii .tpwk to you IV' ih more open nets, freedoni and plainqeji llie >vliol^ 
^tll of my fiilber, eoDcerning tti^ natuie and «»uMi>)'iiieot o' my king - 
l^m aaawbal tbinga ye ought to pmy uato biro for, a,nd, in ,>vh»t (nanncr. 
Ye ahaH, at that lime, with li/qi asiursoce pray to my Fa'lber in my 
itiarni, far wliat ye want j ai^l I need not .tell you, Ibttt 1 ^ill iutercede 
ri"'"' theFathoron youcfe^ialf; fi>r bisides tiie love be bab for nje. ftnfl 
Uhe power AA^ authority ny prtyeii have wiih birp, be hu^ murt'pvfr, (JT 
llhiinit!ir,.a gj^t love for you, and a rcajdyiliiposition lo gi^nt your.i>{^.'i''^ 
.pecamey^ure btecome gritefal.^nd atci^plabla Iw him, liy your lovi;. to- 
wards niB, which ye have shewn', in eui.br nciiiu willingly that hoiy duelling 
(Which 1 baie revt^aled to you froBi .him. 

, ■■ Now to liondude ; the sum *f wbat I Um iM y.cu, is brirfiy anfl 
i«iUinly this: 1 came dowo from hewven from Gad my fVibct, urid tiuve 
jjived upQB earth ia the state of tjitil and mortal .(nan, that I might reied 
(o msnliintl the will of my heavenly Father, and the way to attain eteni^l 
life apd happine^a : qnd now having finished this gceat worli, 1 atn alioi^ 
to lea^'e thii world, and [vlutn again lo (ny Faiher fi'om wbEnee i al Jii^ 
caine. The le last words of Jtsuq, being somewLat ii\oief\M,m aiid ei- 
fiea, tlnn any he bad before ipsken, >o that na,w the diiciple^t ule.^rly 
.perceiving that the departU(« he had m ofieq mentiuued. w.as no oWf 
Utuq bii ftclua! going out of this world, they rfpJJBd,' Now, Loid IW 
i^teakeit pUioly, and without any %uro j so it^at y/a appieheod f^ll) wbai 
< jhou mcuiejit, jlnd now that our curiq:)ity \» !^l^i6ed, tliou ha^t likewifc 
i. greatly confirmed our faith; .twyirggiven. us a certain token', whfre by wb 
j^A re assured thai Ihou knowen *]l tbingit,eTen the huailsand.jefjtt.tha.ughi^ 
'.V^'niB"! fiinct thoil Wc answer.ed ^a a (^ueilioii which gave ui i^feat pei- 
-plexity, and were desirous to atk thy opinio" of, but were .afraid : l^ut noj^ 
yie are convinued, that tbou art endued with a irijly ^divine po.vver and, d;d 
indeed CO mB fo(l,D from Gsd, To which JEsua aDifreC£a.,«i)d d? Ht 
.pow 4Jt lor^th Grmly believe in me ? Ace you reiolvei) to continue steadfa^ 
in ^hi.9 faiUi ? Do yna think yourielves abl^ to perievere iiniaov»^)y in tl^ 
ponaisiion of it ? He not aop6dent of your own strength hut pray that ja 
.j^na^ be duUvered from temptation in tioie of dlstiesif luch n* will con^e 
^i«nyDa ntnobMOjoer than ye eipMt: fcir 1 tell ^99., tint fc irm^ll^of 
JUS. .*rttUiii k:f4W boon otterly for^akf me, and 8y, in bopei Lo ^ecQre yovf- 

rifat, i^i'tOf^me alone ; and yet 1 *ho^l() nfit nj alpbe ^nee my f'fiW . 
with i»e, wjia ii more than til : I bave th^iirpra pqwifte4 iPfi ?"j> 
.Umm tWoll ti«io^bftlid, that your idiaiM m " ' ""^ -.*-t— 1. 

.'ilMUer.«f <»«wtud ttrenglh tobewap Bt ..... 
ipofuidwatiw of 1^ having foretold Wb wbat diiUqiHi will befalljOV 
•ltd bow Sf ifniti lemiut^ your victory over all yonr enemeii ! " Tnei 
IbiDga I )iaf(i')pokeitn9la|ou, that lo meye iii)gl^.h«re peape. In 1^ 
HvMtdyii «UH^i^ tribslatiop: but be of good ebee^ ; 1 bave ovftrcpOM^ 
. tke wnii." ' JFobp iffi. 33. 

l!h*Hbwiiif''SDi*b«dhi*4ufOiia« Juds lined up hit .eyn t? hMT^Qt, 
udprifed, Mfiitg, O Almignty Fatber ! now the iinie of my ig.fi^ringi. 
ibriKfcJch I WW MOt into £he world, ii>|T>red - I estmt Lbee tuppor,t me 
•ya^Wi^.ipdmttoi^BtLwni^.ovOT^catlt.bjr ajloriofu rcMCRcttoa as^. 



iKe thqr||[pr« pqwifte4 tpu ^>lfi 
[■ may be.faraiihed <vitb |4p:jieqt 
p Bftoer 4II lupplationi, trunj tl\« 
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iuettUMNi into kcven ; thtt bf kfiM nKins the $lor/ mvf n im Mh i to Alp 
and etiw tby will to be hefieir«d ifi^ clieyc^ tkm^ all tk« MrM 10 lli 
•ibmliM flfiMnlnBd ; Mcordief to Ihe Aril iaUnt of thsk •ttee «b4- pvn^- 
•r wilk whieh thm didit •rij^'m^l^J infeit ne to rteeive eB fil^ diipepi 
benotts mto the coventnt of lalwhoo, tnd to aiMt and y ftm mt fm Hw .ia 
ft ooio cTflrlaitioip litp|i:iiesf : the conditioa of ihit coveaest hii llAt ihtf 
firmly belicre and obey tb«e, as tba oaly trms God, aad lasvt Cipmr* 
us thn only tilM Messiah wboni tboa hast tont la order to tW tobi«n|^ 
eboat Ih'ff^mt design of salvatba: I hatedeelared thj will to mnlmi^ 
I bava published thy praents, aad discharged the great Mis il e a inlMlfek 
to me ; 1 baae praaeheo the dootrines of repaataDoa to alfttlinBi^|id 
liave finished the work which thoa aentost iw to do^ to the pmf'^t fif 
name npoa earth: and now to complete the great daaga^da t fco%-0;;tf 
rnighty Father ! likewise glorify me with thine own lalf ; sappoii aM"u* 



der my sofferings ; let me prevail and triamph over ^toMh, hf ^ 

fibrioos resorreclion, and exalt me again to the same glory in- hearaa wfltoh 
bad with Hiee before the ereatioa of the naiverve. I have MaaiTeilad • tbf 
will to my dtseiplea, the men thoa gavest ok oat of the warid. aad lo.ifl 
foch as were fitted and disposed to receive it ; to soeh as by a piaaa haal, 
and t«iach%bie disposition, were prepared to embrace whatever dectrias 
shouhl appear to come from thee. To those persaas thoa didit in iMto 
infinite widom appoint, that thy truth shnald be made known, and ok la 
the prtjadiced ana vilious world: therefore, to them I have revealed d|i 
nysterie) of thy kingdom, the precepts of thy gospel, and the doctrme of 
thy salvation ; and this doctrine tbey have willingly embtaoed, rteajhftfcf 
adhered U>, and sincerely obeyed ; as they are fally satisfied lad doav fatA 
that what I t^nght them as from tbee, was really a divine doctAa tMllH 
Iff thine imm»diat^ appointment and commiand ; and th4t 1 dlil a^t Bflaah 
any homan invention or institntion of men, bot was really toni by li^ f - 
rim anthority and commifsion. For these porsooi, therefore LjBOW mft 
that as thoa hast began the work of their salvation by my -flreaehinlfiiiB 
revealing to them thy will, while I have been present with them h iir a^n p i 
rarth ; so also that thoa wouldest preserve them whea I am ^parted ftam 
Ihis world, and complete the work of their salvation by my Mloriadifn 
& ascension into heaven after my death. I do not pray for thevibeUeriiig 
impenitent world, iMt for those who have embraced that mdet lia^doe* 
Irioei which thoa hast taa^ht them tbrongh me by my preaehing ; fbr theps 
who have glorified and will glorify my taame by tbeir ministiy. aod who oip- 
feqaently are to be esteemed as thine own, in common ^th me. ItB 
now abontto leave the world in order to retarn to thee, bat theia iaf dis- 
ciples, who continoe after me, I recommend to thy divine protcctibd, whm . 
1 am gone ; endue them with powers to persevere in preachinji a«d pne- 
fising the truth, and to deliver the same holy doctrine which I Eaaa gftf* 
to tlram, that so they may remain inseparably united to roe, ai I .am .Ao 
thee : so long as I have b'sen with them in the world, I Mva waleM 
over them, and kept them from falling away, -both by example, pretelik^ 
'and Gontinaal admonition, according to the power and aothority whft 
thoa didst commit to me ; nor has one of my apostles raiseaitled aadarfqr 
care, except that perfi'lious traitor who, as the Seriptnre fordtoB, bal iB- 
gratefully conspired with my enemies to destroy me, aod will perish aeew d * 
ing to his deserts. While 1 have continoed with my disciples, I bive 
watched over them and preserved them under mine own eye : bat now, 
as 1 am 9;o\n^ to leav; the world, I beseech thee to keep and aMist them by 
thy pood Spirit : and let the expectation of their continamg widar tby 
special care and protection, b? their comfort and support in ray absence. 
'The world indeed, will persecute and hate them on my account, aa my doc- 
trine is rcp'Tgnant to th-; lusls and affections, the passions, designs, and in- 
clinations of wicked men ; it must necessarily be, that the viUoof and ib- 
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corrigible world will' od|iole asd pmecnto tbem, as it lias before perie-^ 
Ci^led'iiie i-I beseech tbee, tberefore, to take thein under tbj pariicolaf 
«we/to t4)porl tbcili agaiDst llie vioicnee and op|itesnrB ef an et il worlds 
J W» not desire Ibat 4boa tbooMeit uke tbem o«t of tba wocM, but pro* 
ii^ tbem inil lo be instrwnenU of tby ivoid» ^hffiHj,. «nd to bo 
PlOiJftrri of tliy tnlb. ; nor safler tben to be either de«troyKd ty ^bo aial* 
& and violence of a perTerse and wicked generatioo, of cocrnptod hf tb« 
€tII cnstonis and opinions of it. 

/According td tbo example of piritj wbich 1 bave set before tben, tbey 
|tfia of a temper and spirit very difierent from tbe carreni afftctioas and 
jeAnunon- dIsporitioM of the world. Do thou preserve and increase in tbena 
^Aat nnidenMoa and caodonr of mind ; caose tbem to bo r. tboroogbly af- 
Wt^ and impressed with that trae doctrine so frci|oont)]f» recommended 
id them Mm my moatby eo as to express it visibly in thoir lives and prao- 
'Afe, and !• -promote k aealonsly in their preaching that they moy be- 
eome wottbv aM sococcssfial mioiaters of my gospel» bolb by word and 
'g0od exAmnle.. 

« As thou nasi sent me inte the world to reveal tby will to mankind, m 
abnd 1 tliese my aposleato eontinoe preaching the same doctrine 4»egnn bf 
lile ; and the nrincipal design of my exemplary life constant teaching, amb 
now voUmtariqf offering myself io death for it, is to sanctify and enabl» 
"tb«^ to preach with socoess and effieacy for the salvation of men. Keithen 
pray 1 for these my apostles only, bnt tor all others, who by their preach- 
fog and practice, promote thy trae religion ;- and being converted from tbe 
woild, may, by their sincere endeavenvs, goon to reform othess, oonvinc* 
tog the workt of the excellency of their reiigfoo, and consequently cnfore* 
Injg men to acknowledge the tnith- and divine authority thereof : for pro- 
nmting which great end, ] have commnnicated to my apostles the same 
power and authority of doing piighty works for tbe conirmation of- their 
doetrino^ and the evidence of thy truth, as thondidst oommunicsate to me; 
.thai so f working in tbem as tbou beat done in me, and thus confinning) 
trith great efficacy and demonstration of tbe Spirit^ tbey may . cstaUisb tbe 

- iame doctrine which 1 pobliih ' in person, that thO'World may, fay tbia cvIn 

- dencc, be convinced that 1 was really sent bytiiee, and that my disaipleo 
dct by the same divine commission a* I did. 

Almighty and Holyi^tbeF^ ail those whom thou bait thns given me, wbe 

Imve wisely- embraced my doctrine and sincerely obeyed it, ] desire that 

' Viou wouldest make them partakers of the same happiness with myself^ 

■nd exalt them lo behold tbe incomprehensible glory wherewith thon didst 

originally invest mo in thy eternal love, before the foundation of the worid» 

^be generality of mortals, €^ righteous Father ^ tbe eoveUms and ambiUonv 

Ibe crafty and designing men >of thiswoWd bave not known then, norbeciv 

^Mlling to embraae and obey the revehition of thy will ; imt I^heve knownr 

thy will, and have made It known to my disoiplet, men of simplicit^v end 

/lionesty ; andt%ey have embmced and obeyed it: and 1 will contimNdlyt 

' tbak6 it known to them more and morci that tbey may grow op and im^ 

tve in faiUi, 1A holiness, and all good vrorks, so as finaHy to arrive and 
se others to arrive at that eternal happiness^ widob b tbneffcal ot^ 
^ thy Infinite lore and meroy towards mo and them» 
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^ CHAPTER XXXill. 

- .fitajM J«ii«0 «M # Jrif J : * ?%• Offkt'rt mud SMiimm^ Omm mMi 
4>V0'^fiiUm ike Gfmntds CiiRisv keiOiikm Stn^iU o/<i>'iljpi ij 

t»9td' 6imM4 to Amuismmd CtuipAw; '.^.* »« 

tone dQiPfifromtlM M^uiifc^f Oti vet into • fieM Mowf eillpi^CMteii^ 
iHMte, throofih wMoh tHe iHvdk GednM nw; mml ia ll,tfi» ft i # t te ri fcj ^ i 
lilt brook; virmt t garlieai tolltd the gtrdeit of GethMoiMiio;' ^ ttanii' 
4kmA Mt 4iseipl6t t« tit doiro« prt^rhapt st tlie gtrdendo^v %IMkf 
•(mild rttirt tv prty, ttkini^ Wnii him, f^eteri juiietp itind J^knftilito 
ftolkot dieeipf^t wlkint he bttd before chotev to be «iritMtsfei-«f Mi tm 
irtiioVS «nd mm to bo eyo-ivitneitM nihiM ftiMAii, leovlnf'tllB' iMfcMWpi* 
t>*es at the gtrdendoor, to wtteh the approach of Jadai apd>lri>'8i»ili itL 
'IV ftsdttings hh tvov cm' the point of «nd«r9iiiig weee to nlMl^ ihM Jki' 
aefr5r prosper of fheni terfiliedhfro<e^ mado him e«pftit Uttiitlldii NJI* 
dolefoi exekniittioit,'^ Mf toolitexoeediiigly aorrewfirt, otefl i a t i i ^aii ^M i 
nityyehereartd rnntdh/* . On thit greot ^ccatioil 4i» at ub i B W i ih t^t 
gfie^itl lorrotrs in hir teal, bjF which, at w«H «t by djffafg o» Ibo dr^MinM 
bflconra a^sin 4>fiefm|iv end toeompliah^ the redemptioii of ilMiiliiMf r |ii 
«i^ wilhdrtw from them afacnt « ttoiieV cast, and Mohamtn^ilMMMi 
now oTprbordened beyond meafote he found it necettafy tb • iwliwi \9mf 
pwyt that if it wat poMible, or conniitent with the mK^tton ^ikm m ffflht 
he mi^M he delivered from: the an^ringt whieb^#ere theft llyitfiff oMfaU' 
It was not the fear of dyinf; on the cron whieh rodde hiiti apmA> di^^jfmtm 
fteh a manner : to toppoie tlib, would infinitely deetade hie dMmflilp) 
make hi* tofieriDgs M terrible as ^sfiUe, and ototbtflbem «iltl^ llli Ikt^Bfjl^ 
gravatkif^ etrcamstilices of «liitrets : yet the bietttd JBtta»i>hBtriktmi' 
mflote wa» streiii^oed by being connected with the diriie» im < W dm 
fhrHHc nt the proipeet of svfieriog, or betray a^^eafcuetf 



of hia fiMlewsert, wte, ihoagk mtere own, wero ttmngen tiorz 'lmolli|i «A 
coontered more terrible deaths withonb the leaat eoiiitei ■'liB ^Mim0im 
yt Dhpfo* Father with k tigh of fervent i^ishei, t«at the eiip; ■n^iftftidl' 
Mebeiiemovedfrmvhin: ifltheGraekJtit, «' 0« that-thoer ensMaiMJll 
lilove this leop from me.** Atd having firtt kneeled snd^ prayiei^ hi Aft 
(protlraie en' hit ihoe^'aeocmpanyinff hrit addresa wilfr dim trnmrndmi iafm* 
ti^aatvonv adding immodhHely, •' Aevertheletiy imt at f -mil bA'-mtfttt 
Xnih** iiavcng-prnyed he r^toriied to his disdplfct* and finding 4hon^niMr 
hoiMdd toP«itf4r. 'rSimon sleepettthoo ? <^oklealiiotihaahfralliuN# 
hn«r ?«' Oamt then bo soon forget thy Master ^ Tfaon wfar toiittalf kmdt 
ed-of thy^eoorage andiconstancy in my-'serrieei : *. >.' ^v-w . •/lo'iyijj 

■ However, in -hia: greatest dislrtes, he< nevef lott tigirt nf Hltlk 4iSm 
roncAohe had for hit^isciples : ^^ Watch. ye,^ he taye;t' mmiip^vM^ 
fP' enter into UfhptatiOfv> I^either Was heoRthoae e^tfaar d ft m ty dteAdWIf 
|» Ike IfeBcA moved With jMie offeaees which ihey had contniHadllMP 
frailty of homan weakness : t)n the eonlnarf, iMt a^ijpt-iwHtUigAa^il^ 
exciiscsfor them ; alledging in their defence, ** that the spilit tmly wit 
ready, but Ihe flesh was weak." It seems from these particnkirt, thai It 
spent some considerable time in bis addresses, because the ditdplet HV 
asleep in his absence, and he himself retired again to pray ; for the tiaiiuni 
of oar Lord continuing to increase opon him, affecting him to tooh'a dd* 
gree^ thnt he retired a second time, and prayed to the same pnrpott, i^ 
log, ** O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink 
H, tFy will be done.'' After which be reiarned again to them and fonoi 
ihem asleep, «^for their eyes ware heavy.'' lie retomed that freqnenl^ 
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^ m AtoMet, IM they, by fetluig hit diMnt fn liit ^omtaoftiiee %n^ 
gMUirtr/ aAglH b9 wiicMiies 6f hiii pMtiiM wHlell Mwdt tlM(. irfi piria wa'i 
il§ip«md AtfMriptlott iRMnM tM fOiiiplicwM J ibi^ ha iNBi iiMf tli^ HM 
jBhirii l9 pfiiy, ftiid<«otwitl»liiiidi«g AH Mige) iKHi moI froiK iiMtct lo een^ 
MtlM ttnuksllMft hitti ; }el they ove^MrMiMd liiini» .mH ttit«# Mift ifeto 
iftft^iiyviipan nrliScb beittillfURitinaBii top^y «MiM«iini«ftljr3;bul' Hm 
iaMn^w ¥Ai tmfknn^ tlHI »iioiHetdiQg, Ibey ttrtiiidl bi# wbola boiiy to to 
Vfoltfit « -dagrae, tbat bis blood wa^ preued tbrongb tba |ioraf of bit iklo» 
WfaicbHpiMded, lofbthernrfthbii tirebt, and Kt down ia laffga dfopa 
m tbM'^hNnd ; f * iUid bto toft tbep*, and fiiBfiii;^s«r8y agahi. Avd tbera ap» 
^tttrai'aia «Dg6l imtO'bifii tram fatii#eii<tlraiigC%aakis bii|i» Aod bebigjo aii 
§gofift ti# j»ay^ mopf» ^foeMly ; and bit iweat «af aail w^re great dl^opd 
dTHofld falling do#ti to tbe giwftid.**^' Thjhs did be mfht oAtpaafcabhi 
iUiMHM*! la bl» aonil, at long at DlfiAa Witdom tboii^ht pNiper. At kngtii 
lltfobtaliKrf^mlM', being beard ea aeooniit of bit perfeet and eatire aab<i 
ittbutOA M Jflia will of bis beav^iy FaU^er 9 «^ And wbea bo rote op from 
il^^ And. wmt ObiBte to bit dito^ptat, be foimd tbeia tieeping^i>r abrrofr.* 
ym eiiinailliaiitit tbewt^iofr rtiaehtbe ditciplaa were affected aritb tbair 
^t taffariagt ;tbe:MMiaatioiief grief wbie^ M^ feHon teebig bit «a« 
blai«littt«ft, to OTorpOwered tbem tbot tbey tank into tleap. Qor 
I SaWloarlbr-tbb latttiom came toibit diteipkkt, aod teeing tbeoa 
trfeep, be taid^'\Skeiloa nevrandtakeyeoriett ; babold the bonritat 
^nd, ami tbetfoiifcfnkaa it betrayed iirto the banda of tinaert. Eiae M 
it be gt^ ; behold b^ itfH baad that Ao^bethiy me.*'* 
^' The oar W ef tb^tbrdert, Hteeiiit, where be aoW Wat, bad been ooi^ 
Litfd'* ;a4^|MntaA^; IM^rtiapt bi9( diadple, #bo bebe'Hiig 4m himi ooa^ 
JMa^d Mfiitelf at biibiy benoOred in JiLBttt^ti fraqoeiitmg^ it, for the takd 
0f Mli9iQentordctotio'n« ,aiid, thereforoy bad gireo him the fioe iltd of 
ft wbMeffff bif leatidd^ We aise told that Jetot kniMr tbeplaoe ; for ^ Ja^ 
4(11 <tfl-Uiac(tf i^torifd thltber, with hit diteipk^^ .IV.ehlef priettiYandl 
^Mert beingiAfori»Sed> by Jfodas, thai the pra^r- tii^ lor atfpre b ea d iwg Jb- 
•ot was !^o#. eoiatKy teat «£ hand df toldlch with hl)i^' and tet^att eanx' 
pig hurtarat iibd tQ«5be«9 tK^ tbow tl^ tbewtty;.beeisate, tboBgbHwa# 
ihr«yaMI<iMo«>tfrtbopaM»veis tbe tky nAgbt; \ki^tk with ebadt, and 
llM. pilMsa tHiitber «bey - ^ere ^iog wat shaded with' tpaae ; at the faaw 
^btir,-#depat^toh'dfUiri|r number aoeolBjpeIn to tea tinte«Wb> 

AroiMf did bit duty, jfifdar bavfagtbita baAd.df riaea and officort froa 
Ibe obte( lAriatta attd'Fta«t«et; coiiietb hither, afitb kaietrat and loidMa^ 
ijpud waapotrt>; IoT' they Wef^ajscebdiiig anxltfot €o aaeora aad gbt hilB M^ 
Ibeir ba«di^ a«d fba toWlef* baviag perhaf^' noter aeen ijcaue befora, 
Itnad k i^ecaitui)r cNt Judbt tb<iald ditt]l|iguMi bbn, and pblat Mm out 
ito^lnm bytoWM pafttetdbf tiga. St Lake teem to tay, that Jadat waat 
Iftsfon tbem at a Rttle dittaoea; to prepare tbtom fbr thoMdier axecntioB-oir 
their oflee^ b^ hMag' bio Matter, the tokea they bbd agreed opoa, dkat. 
Ijh4y ml^t4MC mirtbk« Mm and tei««'a wrong panoa : *' Aad be that waa 
aalled Jadat, oaa «f the twebre, went bebra tbeat, aad drew near aata 
JatQt ta.klia tahnv^ Kor cM the aeeodit which fit. Joba bat glvaaat, 
Iji aiAfaladdv^ day 'Other iojppbtitioa^ wfaa myt, that alter Jodat waa* 
aomeopwitS the' tbidieh. Jcaua weat oot ef the garden, aodatked 
«beai, wfaok- waatbeywMrteekini^?^ aVwMeb tbcyrefHied «« Jetot of 
JTasaretb/* Rtbatefore Mbnta; that they were it a km to know blia 
^Usb tbey aoald not ba^ bMO^ bad tbey teetf iodaa kitt him : the kb|^ 
therefore, mott bava been givetf ia the garden befera the band came op ; 
aor i» their agra aro e ut abmit the tign incaridtfeht with tbM lapporitlea ; 
biBania that caaftanba wMah aoaunioofy aUeodt the oommltilon of an 
mH betSoa, tatghrprafaat Jodae from gffbig the rfgn at the proper foaton* 
Ha waat bafiara te t^ldleni on pieteaea tbat be woakl lead tbem.totba , 
place, aad^baw tha« Iha aiaii 1^ ^^Mtig tktk : l^weftc^ ta ^«B«aiVV&i ^ 
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tillani fr«fm fiis Mjit?r and tlie disciples, he wtlkad bMtilj, and, «Uboi** 
^%iLinK for the band, weot up directly and tainted him ; fttgning, per- 
Kiip«, lo apprize him of his danger. Hut Jksds did uat fail to convince^ 
bliu that lie knew, the meaning md intent of bis salutation, 8a}ing, ^* Jk- 
|niy«:A thou the Son of man with a kiss ?" Jadas certainly concealed hie 
treachery so wellr that Peter did not suspect him, as it is probable, he 
ivoald hiive struck at him raihvr ihan at Maichusy tho high priest's ftac* 
vant, if he had. 

, Oar Lord's appointed time for svfierini; being now comOy he did 
not. a« formerly, ayoid his enemies ; but, on the contrary, on their telling 
Lim they sought Jesus of Nazareth* he replied, ** I am lie ;" thereby ia- 
(binuatlng to them, that he was wilKng to put himsirlt' into their bands: 
at the sama time, to she.v th^m that th'-y could not appiehend 
him without his own roeient, he in an extrsoidinury manner rxertcdUs 
dirine power, he made Ihe whole band fall bad:, a>id threw them td the 
ground : " Jesus, tiiercfofe knowing all ihin^ib liml ^IlC•uitl come upon hiVt 
wttJit furlh, and said unto them. Whom seek ye ? i'hey answered him,- Je- 
suiof Naiateth. Jesus saith onto them, I in»i he. And JuJasalso, wbieh 
betraycthbim, stoi>d with tbem.- Asuoon then as lie had said unto theni, 
lam he, lliey went backward, and fel: to tiic ground.'' But the soldiaia 
and tht! Jews imagining, perhaps, thai tliey hud been thrown down liy 
some ^smon or evil spirit, with whom tie J*\\s said he was in conCade* 
s^eyr advanced towards him a second t'me : "^ I'.wn asked he them agaiBt 
AVhom seek ye ? And they said-, Jesua of ^^ar/iretb^ Jesus answered, 1 
have toid you, that J am be ;** exprcseiiiij ag^m bis willingness to fall inte 
their hands: ** If thcrefure ye seek me. let those go their way.'' If your 
business be with me alone, lolTor my disc'ples to pass ; for the party bad 
auriounded them also. He seems to huve made tbia rc^ne>t to the sel- 
diers^ '* that the sa)ing might be fu4/iii' d which be spake. Of them which 
lliou gavest me have I Um noce." For as be ailways proportiona the 
trials ef his people tor their strength ; so hrre he took care that the disciples 
aboold escape the ttonn, whieh none but himself conld bear. 

Soaae of the soldiers, more daring than the rest, at length rudely eaugRt 
Ji&aus, and boMod bim : upon- which Peter drew bis award, and smeteeff 
the ear of the high priest *s serf ant, who probably was shewing greater 
fofwardnesf than the leat in this business : ** Then Simon Peter^ having e 
8|Word, drew it. and smote the high priest's servant, and cutoff his- right 
ear ; the servant's name was JVlaichus." The enraged apostle was on Ibp 
pou|t of singly attacking the whole band, when Jzaua ordered him-to 
ab^atb his sword, telling him, that his unseasonable andimprndent.de- 
f«*npe might prove the occasion of his destraction : <^ Then ?aid Jesus nnte 
him^ put up again thy sword into it's place; for all tliey that take.te 
sword, sluill perish with the sword." He told hin likewise, that it im- 
plied both a distrust of the Divine Providence, which can always employ n 
xariety of means for the safety of good men, and arise his ignorance in the 
^t^riptures : *' Thinkest thou," said he, *' that I cannot now pray te my 
Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legiena of an- 
gels ? But bow then »hall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thoa Unmt 
be?" Malt. xxvi. 53, .'4. 

legion was a Uoman military term, being the name whieh they gave 
tp a H»dy of five or six thousand men : wherefore in regard that the band 
which now. surrounded thens, was a Roman cohort, our Lord might make 
u:>b of this term by way of contrast, to shew what an inconsiderable thing 
the cohort was. in comparison of the force be could snmmon to his assia- 
tanee ; more than twelve legions, not of soldiers, bnt of angels. He yet 
was tenderly inclined to prevf nt any bad consequences, mhich might have 
lldwed fiom Peter's rashness, by healing the servant, and edding, in bit 
rebuke to him, a declaration of his willingness to saffor i ** The.cop which 
mjr Father hns ghen wc, shall 1 rioldurikVL?'' 
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Our Lonfs liatlfft^ the ear oF Maldias. by toaehini^ it, tecmi lo iiaply, 

that he cretted a new one in the place of that which was cut off ; toiii 

fboaj^h he perfermftd ikd rnrh some other way it equally demopstratete 

'both bit goodness and his pa^cr. No vrodad or distemp'sr was iocurable 

•in the haira of Jesus ; neither was any injarj so great that ho conld not 

forgive, ft seems somewhat svrpriding that this etident mii-acle did ni^ 

'make an impression upon the diief priests, especially as onr Lord p^t 

them in mind at the same lim? of his other miracles ; for having first said, 

<*^ Saffer ye thas far ; and he (f^nchnd his ear, and healed him f^ he added, 

"Bo ye cbnfieoat, as ai.:»iin8ta thir.r. wi*:^i swords and staves? VVbenl 

•was daily with you in the iem])!?, yc slref.: i.-d forth no hands aj^atnst rae**! 

but this is year hour, an ! th? power ro^ M.iri:nPS9." Luke xzii. 51, ff2, />3. 

They had kept at a di^tnn'^'c darir.r; il»e atia^k, ■ hot drew near, when 

•they Dnderstood that jRPt;s'W"3 in ilieir power ;* fbrthry were proof 

mgainst afl c^vlciton, oeir^ ^' .stinaUty bent on potting him to death- 

And the disc';des, v'!v»n th^v 3a«7 t-jjir Master' in- the hands of his cne- 

niies, foreook him s^d f]^;^', ticcnrdinv to his prediction ; notwilhstanditig 

*they might hav«9 fo lo^v^d him vichout any danger, as the priesti had no 

design against then : * TU*"'. n'.l the disciples forsook him, and fled.' Theiri 

■ the band, and tho c?pta>'-> np.i} (fncers of the Jews, took Jesus, and Hound 

'him." But it war '-" tH? mrd which held him ; bis immerse charity 

Was by far a stroru*" l-arj ; he coaid, with more ease than Sampson. 

have Hr ifeeo thosft w^av ■. ::s. and exerted divinity in a more wonderfal 

•tnaof^er ; hn cnj!:! hiwft slricken them all dead, with as much ease as hfe 

•had before {r..(tivr\ thorn on the ground ; but he patiently submitted 

to this, ^n to-vfry other indignitpr which they plcaied to offer bim ; so 

itiepk wa< he u,<Jrr iKe t;r»ti test injuries. Having thus secured him, they 

led him awtty : »* And there followed him a certain j'oung man, having a 

linnen elo'.h ojst ahoat his naked body ; and the young man laid hold on 

him ; and he lefc t'v* linnen clolb, and fled from ih^m naked.** This, per- 

^haps. was tiie prop<i'*.tor of the garden ; who, being awakened with the 

noise, came out witi* Ihe linnen cloth, in which he had been lying, cast 

*'rbund his mked body ; and forgetting the dress he was in, an^ having a 

respect for Jesus, followed him. 




pother with his relation to the high-priest, made him worthy of the re- 
fipect ihey now pa'ul him ; bot he refused singly to meddle in the affair ; 
they, therefore, carried J b sua to Caiaphas himself, at whose place the 
chief > priests, elders, and Scribes were assembled, having staid there all 
night to see the issoc^ of their ttratagem. This Caiaphat waa.he that ad- 
vised the council to pot Jr8us to death, even admitting he was innocent, 
for the safety of the whole Jewish intion. He was advanced to the sacfedo- 
ftal dignity by Valerius Gratos, Pilate^s predecessor, and wasdivested of it 
by ViteUius, governor of Syria, after he'had deposed IHItte from his pro- 
curatorship; and therefore seems to have enjoyed it during the whole course 
-pf Pilate's government. 

CHAPTER XXXIV. 

Peter thrice denies Ms having any Knowledge of Jesus ; hyAon, M^ 
L<>fLD*8 turning and toeing onfiim, Ke regenieth, ■■ 

THE trfal of our blessed T^rd !n the high-priest'^ ptfacj^, und Pet^r*9 
denying him/ being cotemporaij eveDtii might oe re^U&'b^ VVdttS^^tiv^- 
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ieal historiftDt accoriioK to tbeir pIoMOK. Tkm •y^tipjirti ]|N4hc«r4 
Muk deKribe tlie trUl fint, k% it it ibe nrinriptl lack ; M i«ka;^(W itf 
4«iUi 9i P^ter. Jobn bM pmeired tbv naUval fcdtr tM!^ 1 tofhfh^ 
ginv iritii Ibe first deoni bieewiie it bappeaed iibniadiiitalj Jififlc Ctfer «»- 
Uftd U^ paltee ; tben gWt% the history pf the trki as the fffifwM 4^ 
ccmctiidififf with the tabsrqaent denials. Bnt tboagb tbi» b* Mit nMirai 9r» 
dtr, we shall view tbe daoiali togethefy previous i^ Uif tiial» io otftf l« 
form a better idea of them. ' ' 

When Jbsus was appiiebeoded, ibe apostles, in gnai cpa<trnialio% 
foriooti'bim, bndfledt according to tbe prediction Concerning tbam<: 
•ome of tbera, however, recoveriog oat of the pidic tbaA bi4 ancoA tbfm 
f6liowed ibe band at a disUnce, to see what the issue woald be. Of iUl 
iromber was Peter, «nd another disciple, Ttfhonl Jobii baa menlioned witb* 
o\6t giving his name, 'and who; ' there fore, ' is supfwaed to Immto bo«n Mn 
hnnaelf. --Thii disdple being acnaainted at tb^ high-prios^'s,' got adai'il^ 
iance fbr himself first, aifd sooif ai'ter for Peter, ^ who bad come with ^ms 
«<Ahd Sirnbii Peter foho wed Jesus; and so diil aoolhor 4iseipld; UmI 
disciple was known nnto the 'bigh-priest» and went hi' if itb Jesns into M 
fiatt^ of the bigb pilest. ' But Pe^r stood at tlie door 'fitboot. T!b6g 
went out the other disciple,^ and snalie votoher that kept tlie door^ mA 
Irottght in Peter. ' And when tbey had kindled a fir^ in the 'midst of tbv 
liWl; and ^re set ddwn together/ Peter sat' down* among tliem." Thfi 
Ikiaid aerrank who kept tbe door concluding Peter to be a disciple 'also, fol* 
low^ after bim to tbe fire, 'and hwking earnestly at him, charged hiai 
asith the supposed crime : '* Then saith tbe damsel that kept tha door WtHm 
^eter. Art not thou also one of this man's disciples?'' 'This blunt atta^t- 
threw Peter into such confusion, that be fiatly denied his having any OMi^ 
neetion'wilh Jesus, leplying,'^' 1 am not," and adding, ** 1 know nal^ 
neither nnderstund i what thou sayesL" ' As if her bad said, I 'do not MH 
derstani there is any reason folr your asking me such a question.' 'Tbn4 
^e very npostle who had before acknowledged his Master to be t1^ jif efr 
aiah,' the Son 6f thcf Living <xod, who was honoured with the keys of tiMi 
kingdom of heaved, and bad so^ confidently boasted oJf blP fortitodif^ 9b fioi'- 
attachment' to him in the greatest dangers, 'proved bn Aitant deamrtar^jT: 
his cause upon trial. * His shameful fears werealtbgetl^rinexc|Mabilo,[tf: 
Ifh^ ehemy 'whd attacked bim was one of the 'weaker sex, and tbo imorflFi 
tbeeharge was, in m great measure, taken ofiTty tlie insiottatian niada:^- 
ft, that Johti was likewise known to be Ctf aiST*5 disciple ; for. %$ Im wtifc 
r;no#n at the^ high-priest's he was consequently known in that elian«iBr;j 
*' Art thou not also one of this man's dfisciples !*' Artthou |iot.9rtq qf tbanii 
as well as hts who is 'stt'tipg ^wilb yon ? ^uivbcation, mental rqaefvatkiVi 
andlsoehlike base arts, ^ are below tbe'dignity l^nd cooraga pf H^ ^Qj ori^ 
creatures ; but downright tying, and that in the presence of John liia fattqiiiirf 
disciple, is abominable, and cs;i only be accopnted for, if tba ooa^ 
and panic VHicb '1iad seized lum on this ocseasiou. * AaPelec'a w 
pertortiation 'must lia«^e appeared in his countenance and gastnie, 1 
rot choose to stay long with the servants at the fire ; he went cmt, tbare- 
fore, into the porch, where he was a little concealed : ** And be went out 
into the porch,' and the cock ctev*"' namely, for tlie first time. And^tbe 
m&id saw bim again, an^ t^gari to «ai to ttem that stood by. This is onO 
of them ; and again he denied it #i'th an oath I know not tbtf man :^, 
thn^ aggravating his former crime by tlvat of perjqry. 

Peter having been thuaP attacked without dvi^irs. thought proper to return 
and mix with the crowd at t|ic fire : ** And Stmpn Petei* stood and warm-' 
ed- hiifiiself.'' l'>om this cirkkim stance we may coneiude, tb*t tbo dnii^nfT 
ivasa third denial; and that Peter teh the por«h wher« the second denial 
ba^^^ened, and came ae;aiti into the hail < •• Here,on«ii^f.lbo aacMiUof- 
fhh ^^-priertt bejkig bis kjasman yrbose ear Pblcr catoi»' iikl| W:i^iL: 
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«l MilM in the parith wUk him 1 peter, then denM tH^^ W faniwAi 
ffiilj Oie •oekc^w^v '!%• wo^f df Malcbas's ki^man Uii^bft W C^ 
tw^ji remembrtbce what be halt d6De to thtt servant,, vfrim Uv Uim 
ioeh a panic, that when tlios0 i^h6 sto6d by repeakd tbt chaiy^ b0 Ha*- 
Mkntly denied it: *" He even bfeg;an. to cnrfle and.to«wear. ii^q^ l.knoir 
not fchiftmaii of whom ye tpeak.'^ Pan when tbajF hiBai4 t^aiar. daoj thb. 
'tharge, thay ttppofted it vf an ^rgiirnent drawn from 'the a^f^afil witk 
iffbicb be prenound^ bis answer. Saralyt thou art one of tbffllji ht tbos 
^l a Galilten, and thy speech agtoeth thereto ; so that* being pressed oif' 
Ail sides, to give his lie a better colour, he profaned the .na^ma c»f God, by 
Imprecating tJw bitterest cnrses on himself, if he was teiling a falvabnod } 
jierhaes, he boptfd, by these acts of i ubiety, to CQnvioca ^hiem affsctoi' 
ally, that be was not Christ^s disciple. ' 

This zealons at>okle ihos denied bis Master three distinct timesi Witk 
•athsaod asseveraticiBs, totally forgetting' the vehement piatettationa he ba4' 
Inade a few hoars l^efore," that he would never deny him. . jSe wasi^rmit-* 
Ud to fall in this manner, ' to teach as two lessons ; first, that wha^vef 
ft person^s altainn^nts might h^ve beep formerly^ if once he passea Cb» 
boiinds of innoeenee, be comihonij proceeds from bad to worse, one slal 
ftaturaU; draWing.On another, for which reason the very least af^pearancea ol 
livil are to be avoided^ if the gi^esthnmHity & self^iffidepce maintained < 
in tlie seeond place;' v^ idav learp, that ho sinner who repents* and.baa 
confidence in the gopdness ot Grod; should ever detpeir ; for he no aoonef^ 
denied bfs Master the llUfrd tim^ than the cock crew, and awakened i» 
him the first conviction of his sin: ^ And the Lord tproed, and looke^ 
npon Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had, . 
iaid unto him. Before the coct crow, thoo'shalt deny me thrice. AnA 
Peter wetit out, and wept hitt'erly.** 'i$t. Loke is the only ey^ngeJIist who* 
fcas nreseryed this b^aatifnl drconistanfie of CnmsT's tarniog and lookintf 
da l^ter. The members of the council who sat on JESca, were placed: 
at the npper end of the hall; in tl(e other, were 'the terrants wUh Peter at' 
the fire ; so that Je sirs being (probably placed on some eminenoe, that hia, 
jndgee, who were nnnieroas. might see and hear himj confd eanl^f look ovef . 
towards Peter, and observe him denying him, aqd in nassjionata terms, 

him, 

fresh __ . , , ^ , . . 

bte to contain himself, he coveried his face witl| his g%r!J9eot toc^^noesS 
l^he eohfasion be was in, and &^^H <>^t into the porch vij^pt very bitterly. 
All this passed while the priests examined jESua with ti&ny taunts and 
revllings ; ^ while th^ nibst xealons of Christ's disciples Sras denying fahn 
With oathf and imprecations, the others insulted hiRjt \ '^leicwat inhuman 
manner. Thus a compltcatwn of injuries, Tnsnhs, a^d ihdfgnltfes, was at 
€mp timt heaped noon the blessed Redeemer, the meek ana mild Jean jL 
the sofTeriog and woiiderfalty-patient Soh of the adoraWn W^sty « 



CHAPTER XXXT. 

9!(U Triai of Jvs^ htfifntki SamhitMm, orgrmti CouncS of l|tf J&tMv 

■«^ - 

' THB band of wMitfn hating idted Jebus, led Mm to th^ high jkflait'i 
b#«m^ wkm all Chi «tdtf ^rkita, tha Scribal, and the Min iwat« imama^ 
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Uod : " And ai lion at H wti daj, the elders of the peoplct and the cMtf 
mtestt, and the Seribet came toother, and led him Into their coaiiciL''i-^ 
^obably the trial did not begin immediately on onr Lord'f arriral ; for 
though miny of the Jadget were at the high-prlest'i before him, lome per* 
soni of distinction might 1^9 absent, whose coming, the rest were oat or rd^ 
spect, inclined to wait for ; but as the pas:oirer was at band, thej bad no 
time to lose ; so that as sooa as the coancK was folly met, the trTal i^s h^- 
gnn : ** And the high priest asked Jesas of his disciples, and of his doe- 
trine.** They enquired of hiny what his disciples were, and for what end he 
had gathered thein, wliether it was to make himself a Icing, and what the 
doctrine was which he taught them ? In these qnestionv there was a great 
deal of art ; ^or as the crime laid to our Saviour's char^ was, that be had 
set up for the Messiah, an4 deluded the people, they expected he wooM 
claim that dignity in their presence, and so would on his own confession, 
have condemned him. without any further process. This was unfair, as It 
was artful and ensnaring : to oblige a prisoner on his trial to confess whift 
might take away his life was a very inequitable method of proceeding 
ana Ji£8C8 expressed his opinion thereof with very good reason, and com^- 
plained of it, bidding then^ prove what they had laid to his charge by withe^ 
i»cs : '' Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world ; 1 ever taught la 
the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort ; and in 
aecret have 1 said nothing. Why asketh thou me ? Ask them which heaSrd 
ine, what I have said unto therp : behold they know what f said." It wal 
greatly to the honoqr of our blessed Redeemer, that all his actions were 
done in public, under the eye of all his enemies ; 'because, had he been car- 
rying on any imposter, the lovers of goodness and truth had thus abundant 
opportunities of delecting him with propriety : he therefore, in his defence 
appealed to that part of his character ^ yet his answer was construed di^ 
respecful : for, ** when be bad thus spoken, one of the officers which stobd 
jiy, struck Jesns with tlte palm of his hand, saying, answerest thou the high- 
priest so?" To which he meekly replied with the greatest serenity •* If I 
jiave spoken evil, bear witness of the evfl ; but if well, why smitett tbof 
jne ?" Shew me, prove before the court, wherein iny crime consists, or rti» 
cord It in the efMence on the face of my trial ; which if thou cannot, ho^ 
f.'an thou answer this inhqman treatment to a defenceless ' prisoner^ staedhig 
«n his trial before the work!, and iq open court, and striking me nodeserir- 
cdly? 

In this instance, Jesus became an example of his own preeepi ; and if 
a man smite thee on thy ri^ht cheek, turn to binx the other also. Mttt 
V. 36. bearing t^ greatest injuries with an nnprove\ed paliencci worthy cf 
the meek iaipb of God. 

Jrsus having declined apswering the questions, whereby the ooandl e^ 
pected to have drawn from him an acknowledgment of his being the 
Messiah, they proceeded to examine many witnesses to prove bis ha?ing'ab^ 
sumed that character ; as they considered such a pretension as bla8i)ihefi| 
in his mouth, who being only a man, according to their opinion, conia MR 
without the highest affront to the Divine Majesty, pretend to the title of the 
Son of God, as It belonged only to the Messiah. But in this examinatwn 
they acted like enraged persecutorf^, rather than impartial judges, forming 
the questions in the most artful manner, in order if possible, to draw espies^ 
aions from them which they might peivert into suspicions of {;uilt, as tome 
foundation of condemning Jesus, who had so lone and faithfully labowei 
for their salvation. Their witne9ses however disappointed tbem, aone 
disagreeing in their story, and others mentioning things of no manner of 
importance. ^ ' 

At last two persons a ^ropd in thsir depositions, namely, in hearing him 
9ay, that he was able to destroy the temple of God, and to raise it fti three 
sfa/f. £ac this testimony wa) absolutely false ; for ovr great Ri^eddMr 
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mvHr mai be couU Ataiioy tbetemale of Jerqialcm andbniM it op in lhtt€ 
dtyi, as they aiBrmed. It ii trae mtf bftnitbiog, tbetndenlhup the temr 
pie, when the Jf wt desired to know by what anthofity ha midcftook 10 
make such a reformation, he referred thera to the miracle of his resnrrec* 
tion ; saying *' Destrov this temple," (pointing probibiy to his body,) 
" and in three days. I will raise it op." The witnesses, therefore, either 
through malice or ignorance, perverted his answer into an affirmation, that 
he was able to destroy, and build the magnificent temple of Jemsalem ia 
three days ; and the Jodges considered that such an act could only be per-> 
formed by Divine Power, interpreted his assertion as blasphemy. ' 
\ Our Saviour, during the whole time, made no reply td the evidences 
that were produced against him, which greatly provoked the high priest, 
who supposing that he intended by bis silence to pot an affront on the 
council, rose fiom his seat, and with groat perturbation, damanded the rea- 
son for so remarkable a conduct : Answerest thou nothing, said he, what is 
that which these witness against thee ? And some of the coBnicil added. 
Art thou the Christ ? To which our blessed Savioor answered, if 1 should 
tell you plainly, yon would not bejieve me ; and if 1 should demcinstrtsie it 
to you by the most evident andondeniable arguments, ye would neither bo 
eoirvinced nor release me. 

After these things,* the high-priest finding it impossible to ensnare J^bsdo 
and being desirous of rendering the trial as short as poslibU^ said to bim« 
I adjure thee solemnly by the dreadful and tremendooos name of" God, in 
whose presence thou standest, that thou tell us plainly and truly, whether 
thou art the Messiah, the son of God P This question was artfully contriv- 
ed ; for if Jbsus shotild answer it in the affirmative, they were ready to 
condemn him' as a blasphemer ; if in the negative they intended to punish 
biro as an impostor, who had deceived the people by accepting from them 
Ibe honoors and titles of th^ Messiah. 

The blessed Jesus was not, however, intimidated by the consequence 
attending hisr confession of the troth ; for being thus adjured by the chief 
magistrate, be immediately confessed the charge, addirgj yo shall shortly 
see a convincing evidence of this troth, in that wonderful and nnparalleled 
destruction which I will send upon the Jewish nation ; in the qoick end 
powerfoY progress which the gospel shall make over the earth ; and finally 
in my glorious appearance in the clouds of heaven at the last dsy, the siga 
yon have so often demanded in confirmation of my being sent from God. 

This answer of our great Redeemer,, caused a number of them to cry 
out at once, as astonished at the supposed blasphemy, " art Ihou the Son of 
God !" To whksb our blessed Saviour replied, <* ve say that I am ; a man- 
ner of speaking among the Jews, wluch expressed a strong affirmation. 
. The high-priest, oq hearing this second assertiouy rent this clothes with 
great indignation, and said onto the council. Why need we trouble our- 
selves for any more witnesses? Ye yourselves nay, this whole assem- 
bly are witoessesr that he hath spoken manifest and notorious blasphemy ; 
vhat think ye ! To which thev all replied,, that, for assuming to himself the 
character of the Messiah, be qeserved to be pot to death. 

The servants and common people then began to fall upon him at a man 
already condemned ; spitting upon him, buffetinc him and offered him al^ 
manner of rudeness and indignities ; they bKndtolded him, and some of 
the council, in order to ridicule him for having pretended to be the great 
Prophet, bid him e^tecute his prophetical gift, in declaring by whom ho 
was smitten. Surely those miscreants coold hardly invent any thing moro 
(Ucpresaive of the contempt in which they held our great Redeemer's pn» 
tensions to be the Messiah. 

Thus was the great Judge of all the earth placed at the bar of frail mor<^ 
tals, falsely accused by the witnesses, unjustly cdndemned by his jud([es^ 
and barbarottily insulted by all. Yet^ because it was a|,ie&iJd\^ V^ Vtift v^i^^ t^ 
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Ms eoiiiing, I* fnlWaHj flokdiluctf, tKMgb !• eesfl >Ml « fiwa |tfi 
|iirt ia ft iftpwat, or dCUrlj dwirndle twaj. 

r 
t 
-^*-- -J.^- -j^L -^•'I'Mtf^i- .fci .^«^.^t^ 

^l* "*V ^%' "^IT/^'/^* ■//■"/" /'•^ 

I' 

CHAPTER XXXVl. 

fk8ir9 fj M Ithrt FtUie .* Jseftfi rrfents^ carries 6&bk ih» JUmttf^ Mt 
hana^s hiffiieif: Tke Cavemw refKSts to judge oitr Uesseti flfcsiM^J 
dKcUr€s him iiUMofirt. and tends Mm io Herod ^ wko^ efHrkmntf 

hU JcicuAtrs, itmds Aim dacMagAiiu 

' ■ '• 

THE 8«vioar of Hie world, tvliom tlie whole JemriA UlSom imi-wi 
tffng f*xdected. bt^ns boon thus ewi&emned by the Sonhedirint, .tbov torfj^' 
oaHfd together, flUMfresolved t^ ctrfy him before the gOrttvoTy mtte 
lifcewitt miKhl pais sentence on bim. Tbe Roman ^veniMV eC ^ate 
gener^ll)' resided at Caisarea ; bat at the (^reat feasts tfaoy eame mp tm hmdi 
iaie:n to (iretcfnt or sop^jretto tairiuiti, and to admhiisMr jaUice: It bilo^ 

a cottoiM for tbe Roman eoferhors of prorinees to.risit tht pilnoipsl^ ' 

under tlieirjdrisdicdov 6'n this latter aoeootit. Pilttte, . behig aeco 
come Xq Jertwa-em some time befcfe the feast, had been bifomed. ^—^ 
bly by Joseph of Arfibathea. of the g^eat ferment amongtt the nilfH%. M 
the true character of the person on whose a<voant if #it HdieiJ- Ibr ill 
entertained ajifst notidn or it : " hte knew that for e«vy tbey bad 
bim." tik kneff tbe canse of their enfy, was impreised'witii m §km 
opinion of Jesu^, and Wished, if possible, to deitver blm fronr bU' 



ftenecotori, who tooght to pat hiA to death. . • - i , ^ 

The Jewish cdaftcil early in the morning, fyrongbt Jeios 10 UMrMI'of 

fodanienf.- or aovernoc's nalace. They themsdvei. however, aMt M^ 



Kgnienf,- or governor's palace. They themsdvei, however, 
9 the baN, but stood without, lest they should biBrBflPdered JBLSjjdbki dt 
eaUniC the piissover, by being defied. ■•": 

Jad«i JsOiAriot, who bad delivdred his lilaster into the.MttAoF thf 
eeonail, ftndin^ his pifojeet torped out very different from what -bis o^pacW 
M. was filled with the deepest remorse for what he bad don«» ' Bd M^ 
all bi« ^oldiAi dreams of temporal honours and advantages^ sank sit' dlfc# 
io' nntUag ; he saw Us khid, his indulgent Master condenmed, wi d^tbg 
•eaken by. silt his^ followers. He sa«r srtl this, and dcMrorinei to nlilBtV 
the satisfaction iif bis power for the crime be had cbmtvHlted r ftCrfMmri 
iy. he eansa and ebofessed openly his sin befbre the chief priiMta wad* Mm; 
offered them the mbney fhey had given hiih to commit it; and etoi i a i W 
Wished' he dould recall the fiital transaction of the preceding ni^btj' 'H 
i;eemft ha thought .this was the most pdblic testimony he could pwMf 
^ve of his Martor's innocence, and hfs own repentance : ffaay^ Midftf 
cQramitted a most horrid crime, in betraying an innocent man* ta'deaKK' 
])bt this moving speech of Judas had no effect on the caltous la M Uta of i^ 
Jewisii rnler« ; they aittnned, that however be rnight think file pHiaW 
ionoceot, abd.fbr that reason liad sinned in brii^ng tire s^nleiidb of «ii^ 
upon his head, tWy were not to blame ; because ibey knelt bink a bh^plw^ 
mer. who deserved to die: *• What is that tons!" said the*, **' ate thDatt 
ibat.^* Na^, they even refused to take back the money they bad gffMi 
•him M a inward for performing the base act of betrajuig his imitM', w^ 
bad deserved from him the l>est of tf eatment. 

Convinced now, that it was not in his power to assist bis Savionr, Jo« 
das*s conscience, Iwing stung with remorse, lasfied him metv fkn'iomfjf 
Uuui bcfon, suggeitiDg thought^* which liy toraSf mada tba dcapaat woudf 
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in Ui^mil. Tb« Innoiseiice^ndl beilefolenoe of -()!■ Master, the many 
fa!!rdBrt'bttUin«KJiid leeeifM from bim, , aod'Un maH^ kind offices fao 
hiiid done for the toiii wid DBOghtfln of elBktioii, crowded «t ohee ioUJ 
his mind, lind rendered his torment kHolerable. Ho «ras« if we may be ; 
allowed the coniparisoo, lilte ohe placed on the bank of the infernal lake.' 
Racked with these agoniiing iMssioBS, nnable to support the misery, he 
threw dowh the wages of his ink|iiilj inthe temple^ and eonfesnng at the 
lame time his own sin, and th^ innocence of Ms Master, went away In* 
doqmir and haoeed himself. Tlitis perished Jodas Iseariot the traitor^ a 
miserable ezamiHe of the fatal fiffkMliee of ooyetonahess, mnd a stakiding' 
monvment of dnrine vengeance, to deter fotare generations from acting in 
ift^position to the dictates Of conscience, through a lore of the thinga ol tiusr 
world ; for which this wretched mortal betrayed hk Master, his FHeod, 
Its Savionr, and accBiiialated sttch a load of giiilt on himself^ as sank his 
tool into the lowest pit of arigoish aod despondency. The people gathered 
np the pieces of silver cast down I^Jadas, & delivered them to the priests* 
who, thinking it onlawfol to pdt them into the treasury beomse they were 
the wages or a traitor, agreed to lay them oot in pnrcnasing the potteHi. 
fidd, and to mike it a common bnrial-place for strangers. This the' 
evangelist tella tui was doRfe, that a particalar mophecy relating to the 
Meiuali might be falfilled : '^ And they took the thirty pieces of silver,' 
the Brice of him that was valued, and gave them for the poller's field, as 
the Lord topolnted it.^' This prophecy is found in Zacbariah, hot by a' 
i|Hstake of fme copyist, the word Jeremy is inserted in the Greek man^ 
nfcrlpts of St. Matthew's gospel ; unless we suppose with the learned 
Grotios, that this remarkable prophecv was first made by Jeremiah, and 
afWrwards repeated by the immediate direction of the Spirit, by Zachari-' 
ih ; and that therefore, the evangelist has only ascribed Uie prophecy to 
H^ original anlhor ; Imt however this be, the propheqfis remarkably ful- 
^Hed and the evangelist puts the truth of this part of the history beyond* 
all manner of exception, by thus appealing to a public transaction, 
' We have before remarked that the chief priests and elders refused to gv 
themselves into the judgment ball, lest t'ney should contract some pollotioir 
in the boBse of aa Heathen, which would have rendered them unfit for 
oating the passover. The same reason also hindered them from entering the 

r remolds palace on other festivats, when that magistrate attended in order 
administer justice : a kind of structure was therefore erected, adjoiniDg 
to the place, which served instead of a tribunal or judgment-seat. Thia 
glrBCtnre, called in the Hebrew GabhaJtha^ was finely paved with small 
pieces of marble of different colours : being always exposed to the weaUber/ 
mbsipa, H resembled a stage botWger, open on all sides, and on one 
part of it a throne was placed, whereon the governor sat to Bear causes:' 
One side^f this structure joined to the palace, and a door was made in 
Ibe wall, through whicb the governor passed to the tribunal. By this con* 
tnvanoa^ the people might stand round the tribunal in the' open air, hear 
and see the governor when heqpake to them from the pavement, and otk 
terve the whofe administration of jostlce, without danger of being defiled 
s^her by him or any of his attendantSk^ 

The great Redeemer of mankind was brought before this tribunal ; and 
•ho priests and elders having taken tbdr places around the pavement, tho 
governor ascended the jud^ment-seat, and asked them what, accosatioil 
VMy hrouffht against the prisoner ? Though nothing could be more natural 
than bm toe governor to ask this question, yet the Jews thought them* 
•elvea hfcbly mffronted hy it. They probably knew his sentiments con- 
Mnring the prisoner, and therefore considered his question as intendedf 
la insinnate, that they bronght one to be condemned, against whom they 
eovid find no accusation. Pilate might indeed speak to them in 'a steril 
nnnri and Iqi: that meaoi mfficienUy indicate his dispteaiue : but, how- 
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ever that be, the Jews liaoghlily aniwend, if he had not been a very great 
and extraordinary malefactor we should not have given Iboe tbu ironfaiiBr 
ni all, roach less at so unseasonable an boar at the present. 

Jksus was then examined by Pilate, wh» finding be had not been 
guilty either of rebellion or sedition, but that he was accused of particolar* 
relating ta the religion and customs of the Jews, grew angry, and said. 
What are the^e things to me ? Take him yourselves, and judge hui» ac* 
cording to your own law ; plainly insinuating, that in his opinion* the 
eiiine they laid to the prisoner's charge wat not oCa capital natuie; and 
that such punishments as they wero permitted by Cstar te in6ici, wera 
adp(|uate to any misdemeanor that Je bus was charged with. But thia 
proposal of the Roman governor was absolutely unused by the Jewish 
priests and elders, because it condemned their whole proceeding*, and 
therefore they answered. We have no power to pot any one to deaJJb, a» 
this man certainly deserves, who has attempted not only to make inuovations 
io our religion, but also set up himself for a king. Thia eageinesa of tha 
Jews to get Jesus condbmned by the Romao governor, who often s^en- 
teneed malefactors to be crucified tended to fulfill the saying of oor gre|l 
Redeemer, who, during the course of hia ministry, had often roentiooed 
u hat kind of death ha wat appointed to die by the predeterminntion of 
the Onrniicient God. 

As Pilate now found it impossible to prevent n tumult, nnlesi he pso* 
ceeded to try Jesus, he therefore ascended again the judgmcn^seskt, and 
commanded his accusers to produce their charges- against him. I^Mkccordiag- 
ly, they accused him of seditious practices, affirming that he had used 
every method in his power to dissuade the people from paying taxvt t» 
C'.esar, pretending that he himself was the jlestiab, the great king ef thjU. 
Jews so long expected : but they brought no proof of this assertion. Tta 
onfy insinuated that they had already convicted him of tbit crime ;. mWk 
was absolutely false. Pilate, however, asked him, ^ Is it true, what Ibcf* 
men Isy to lliy charge, that thou hast indeed attempted to set np tVyaalf 
as king of the Jews ?" To which Jesus replied, bast thou evor during 
thy ttay in this province, heard any thing of nw, that gave then any 
reason to suspect me guilty of secret practices and seditious designa agaioft 
Ute government ? Or dost thon found thy questk>n only on tie pnseqt 
cUmour and tumult that is raised against me ? If tliis be the onaOi W 
very careful lest thou be imposed on merely by the ambiguity of a woijd, ; 
for, to be King of the Jews, is not to erect a temporal throne in oppotttion 
to that of Csesar, but something vtry different from it ; tht ki^g^oo^ 
the Messiah is of a spiritual nature. 

Pilate replied. Am i a Jew? Can I tell what their expeatatiooa asn, 
and in what superstitious sense they undeistand these words ? The rnleri 
and chiefdof their own people, who are the most proper jadges of tb|so 
particulars, have brought thee before me, as a riotous and seditiouf pivson, 
if this be not the troth, let me know what is, and the crime thou b|pt 
been guilty of and whut they lay to thy charge. 

To whieh Jesus answered, 1 have indeed a kingdom, and this kingdom 
I have professed to establish ; but then it is not of this world, ner bafo 
my endeavours to establish it any tendency to cause disturbances in the 
government : for, had that been the case, my servants would have fought 
for me, and not suffered me to have fallen into the bands of t^ Jews: 
but I te)l thee plainly, my kingdom is wholly spiritual, consistiuf; only .in 
tbt^ obedience of the wills and afl*e€lions of uien to the lawsof God» 

Pilate said. Thou acknowledges then in general, that thou bast pretnnd^ 
to be a King ! To which the blessed Jesus replied. In the seiise I itj/n 
told thee i have declared, and do now declare myself to be a King : for 
this end 1 was born, and for this purpose I came into the worlds that I 
should bear witness to the truth ; and whotocrer sincerely lovea, nmd if 
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iilwfl(ys mdy to emtmiee the tnilb, will hear my tettimony and be coo- 
▼ihced'by it. Pitate said, '* What Is tratb ?" and immedtatefv went eat to 
tbe Jetrt, and taid iiiito tbem; I ha? e again examined tlii« man, bat cah 
i)nd him gailty of no faoU, whreb, aecoi^ing to the Roman law, deiervea 
to ''have the ponishmerrt'tff 'death inflicted for it. - ■- 

Though the governor made thitf generons declaration of the innocence 
'fif oarblesied Saviovn", illiad no effect on the sfi|>erstiiioos and Incited 
Jews ; they even persisted in tlieir-accosalions with more vehrmence ihaa 
before, affirming that he had attenipted to raise* tedftton in. GaMlee: 
** He stirred op," said they, ** the people, beginning from Galilee tothfs 
-place.'* Jesvs, however, made no-answer at all to this heavy charge: eay. 
Tie continued silent, nolwithstandiag-tbe governor Jiimself expressly requir- 
ed him to speak in bis own defence. A conduct so exiraoidinary, in such 
^irconntances, astonished Pilate exceedingly ; for be bad great reason to 
be persuaded of the innocence of our great Redeemer. The truth is, he 
was altogether igoorant of the divine councH by which the whole affair 
was directed, and the end proposed by it. 

Many reasons induced the blessed J csvs irot to mahe a public dcAtiee. 

'He came into the world purely to redeem lost and untlone qianUnd. by 
t>ffering up himself a sacrifice to appease the wrath of his Almighty Fa- 
ther ; t>ut had he pleaded with his nsaal force, the people had in all proba- 
bility been induced to a&k his release, and consequently his death had been 
prevented : besides the grosii falsdbood "of the accasatibn, Icnown to all 
the inhabitants of Galilee, rendered any reply absolutely unnecessary. 
The chief priests conlmued in the mean time, to accuse him with great 

'noise arid tumult; and the nseek and humble Jbsu^ still continuing mute, 
IPilate spake again t« him saying. Wilt thou continue to make no defehee ? 
Dost thou not hear how vehemently these tnen accuse thee? ISot Pilate 

*. recollecting what the chief priests bad said with regard to a sedition in Gal- 
Hee, asked if Jesusoame out of that country ; and being informed he 

"did, he immediately ordered him to be carried to Herod, wim> then resided 

"4it Jerusalem ; for the governor supposed that Herod, in whose dorainioiis 

'the sedition was said to have been raised, must be a much better judge 
of the affair than himself; besides his being a Jew, rendered him more 

"expert in the religion of his country, & gave him greater influence over the 

• 4Chief priests and elders^; he therefor econsidered him the most proper persen 
to prevail on the Jewish council to desist from their cruel persccutien : 
but if, contrary to all human probabiKty^ he should at their solicitation, con- 
demn JEStJS, Pilate hoped to escape the guilt and infamy of putting an 
Innocent person to death. He might also propose by this aclkNi to regain 

^ Herod^s friendship, which he had formerly lost by encroaching \n all proba- 
- billity, on the privileges he was invested with. 

Whatever might be the motive that induced Pilate to send our great Re- 
deemer to Herod, the latter greatly r^oiced at this opportunity of sedng 
Jes47s, hoping to have the pleasure of beholding him perform some great 
'miracle. In this he was mistaken ; for as Herod had apostatisied from 
' the doctrine of John the Baptist, to which he was once a convert, and had 
' ev^n pot his teacher to death, the blessed Jfistrs however liberal of his nilr- 
' acles to the sons and daughters of afiliction, would not work them to grat- 
ify the curionty of a tyrant, nor even answer one of the many questions he 

- proposed. 

rinding himself thus disappointed, Herod ordered our blessed Saviour 

• to be clothed with an old robe, resembling in colour those worn by kings, 
imd permitted his attendants to lusuit him ; perhaps to provoke him to 

• work some miracle, though it should prove of a hurtful kind. From Ifer- 

- od's dressing him in thiR manner, it evidently appears, that the chief priests 
'" andeklers had accused him of nothing but his having assumed Uie charac- 
ter of the Messiah ; for the affront put upon him was plainly in deritiou q€ 
that pretension. 
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iber bead of aecntatioOy iiamel|rf !>'» bmng. iftteHiptaA ta nii»# 
In GAiiicM, oo ftOGOBofc of the trifaote mud to Cane, thej did ml 
wm m mention, at Herod could not fnilof kooving H iolvB a nseeoad 
jbelicioas falielwod ; &. qo crime worUij of deitb behig bud to bu efawg^ 
Herod lent bim egmin to PUeto. It leene tbongfa be wet ditplflMfd «iUt 
4befre«t Redeemer of meokind for refiaing to work ft migaelo j i efcte 
hioi, yet be did ooi tbiak, prof»er to be oqjnit to biok tehepe be. m c** 
Mfftined bv the remorie be felt on eecooBt of the deeib of ^clm Am. Wf^ 
tiki, and tberefote dediood bringing n greater weight opoa hU ooilldMO> 
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CHAPTER XXXVIL 

Pitattghes the Jems tMr CAoioe of Jesus or BarMm to he rdtmnis 
Upon the Clamour of iAe common Pt^t, Barab&as it Jotisoi^ €m4 Jk* 
avs delivered up to ie crucified : He u crovoned xvUh TAorns^ fpU 4N^ 
amf mochtd. 

TH B Ronian governors at the pauover made it a caitpm to eofri |1^ 

favour of the populace, by gratifying ibem with the release of any oioe pd^ 

soner they pleased. And at this leMt there was one in prison named Benb- 

. bas, who at the head of a number of rebelsy bad made an insorrocUoii ill 

the city, and committed murder during the tomult. v 

There being now again a great multitude of people assembled befofO tos 

1 governor's palace, they began to call aloud on him. to . perforoa the OMV' 

^ oflice of mercy cnstomai^ at the festi? al they were now celebrating* tw^ 

.. glad of this opportunity, told them, that he was willing to grant too &VO0' 

they desired ; and asked them whether they would have fiarabboa or J^ 

sue rel'msed unto them ? But without waiting for an answer he offer^^l® 

release Jrsus knowing that the chief priests had delivered bim t^roiigb 

envy ; especially as Herod had not fooDd him guilty of the crimes jpe ^fA 

been accused of, ... i:. 

During these transactions Pilate rec^ved a message from bis vrilfl% thaa 
. with him at Jerusalem, and who had that morning been informed of sovis* 
thing in a dream which gave her great uneasiness. Perhapf it jpresi^ged 
the vengeance of the Almighty pursuing her husband and fami^ oi| aoDOffit 
. of tlie injustice he was going to commit. But whatever the dream vet» ^ 
had so great an affect on the Roman lady that she could net reat tUJ^ As 
bad sent an account of it-to her husband, who was sitting on the tribowlB 
the pavement, and hedged him to have no hand in the death of tbe'n^lift* 
coos person wbo was then brought to his bar. 

As the people had not yet determined whether they would have JsilVi 
or Barabbas released to them ; Pilate therefore, when ne received the BifS* 
. aagefiom his wife, called the chief piiests and rulers together, andio 4^ 
. hming of the multitude, made a speech to them in which be gavo Uiefl(i.pB 
aocoont of the examination which Jesus had undergone both at his s|WB 
3t Herod^s tribonal, declared that in both courts he- had turned oot booDOf* 
ably to his character ; for which reason be proposed io them that ho afconld 
be the object of the people's favour, and be acquitted. 

The intent of Pilate, in doing the priests the honour to oonmlt tbsir jn. 
clinaUotts in particular, m'ght, in all probability, be with a design |o..so^n 
their stony hearts, and if possible, to move them for once to pij^ an .on* 
happy an innocent man. Bui he was persuaded that if pity was abio}nlsly 
baoished from their calloas breasts, bis proposal would have been acceptsUs 
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loAht.ctmmoii.MpK whom 1m expected woM emlmee tiM firit oppor- 
taidtjr of dedanaglo hit favonr. Tet in this be mn diMppolHted. Thej 
tfieamit«ll«t«qoe,<<Awaj irUi tlHt nHUii.aiid reUwie aoto si Bv 

Ye apoiUte morUlfi a few boiirt aso je Rfteofd ^ith rtpCore to Ma 
IpeaTenly diacoanes* beheld jrUfr tcahniort Ibe nanj ialatary ^raclea 
wrought by kbit beoeFoieiit'ibn of the lifoit High, anJl earoettlj importoft- 
cdbim to.takepoMeffionof fchethrohe.and tpepj^ of DaTid! New imh 
Uqng will agitata yoor iafemal ll^Ucc bqt bit p^eeknui Mood ! Bat remem- 
ber ye miicreants, ye mpnsten m hamao form, that this dame Jsaos, wboia 
ye beheld- With toiBhcoDtempt before the tribanal of ibe Roman governor ; 
this Jcsps, whose blood jjoot inferi^l monthi so loqdly reqoested, sbaH 
one day eome in the clobos btbeaTen to' take'vengeanice on his enemies t 
And how will ye be able to bear the sight of bis appearanoie, when the veQf 
heavens themselves will melt with bis presence, toe son become black M 
aackcloth of hair, the moon be tnriied into bloody and the stars flv frote 
• their spheres ? How will je then repent of yoor nnicuit demand, and call lio 
the rbcks and the monntams to fall on yon, and hide yon from the presenoo 
of that immfcalate Lamb of G^d^tbe tremenduous judge of the qaick and 
dead I ■ ' 

The governor himself was astonished at this determination ofihemolUtade, 
if» repeated his question ;.for he cenld. hardly believe what be himself hear^* 
But on their again declaring that Qiey, desired 3arabbas might be released, 
be asked them, «' What be should do with Jesus, which is called Christ }>** 
•sif be-had said, ^a demand that Barabbas should be released : but what 
ahaU i. theii do. with Jesus P you cannot surely desire me to crucify hini, 
whom so many of yon have ackoowladged to be your Messiah ? ** But th4y 
: cried, saying, cmeify him, crucify Jdm. Then rilate said unto them, Wht. 
vrhatevil hath he done? And ^ney cried out Mie more exceedingly crucify 
iiim*'^ They were so resolutely determined to have him destroyed, that 
. BOtwithptanding Pilate urged them again and again to desire his release, 
deckred bis innocence and offered several times to dismiss him, th<^ 
wonid not hear it, uttering their rage in sometimes hollow distant inarf- 
culate mnrmnrs, and sometimes in furious outcries ; to such n pitch were 
'their passions raised by the craft and artful innnuations of the priests^ and 
their own thirst for bis blood. 

Finding it therefore in vain to struggle with Ihetr prejudices, Pilate 
called for water, and washed hb hands before the multitude, crying out at 
the same time, that the prisoner had no fault, and that he himself was not 
accessory to bis death. 

Pilate, by this act and deelaratloni seems to have intended to make 
impiessjon .on tibe Jewish popubuse, by complying with the institutions bf 
Moses, which ordenjn case of an unknown murder, the elders of the nearest 
. elty to wash their hands pobKcly, and say, ** Our hands have not shed this 
blood.'' And in allusion to this law, the Fmlmist says ** I will wash mme 
bands in innooency.'' According therefore to the Jewish rites, Pilate 
made the most solemn and public declaration of the innocence of our dear 
Redeemer, and of bis resolution of having no band in bis death. Perhaps 
be flafcl^ered himself that by this solemn appeal, he should have lerriil^ 
the Jewish populace ; for a persori of his understanding and education 
could not but be senrible, that all the water in the nnivarse was not suffi- 
cient to wash away the guilt of an unrighteous sentence, i^ notwithstand* 
ing the solemnity of this declaration, the Jews continued inflexible, and 
crwd oqt, with one voice '* His blood be on us & on our children." Dread- 
ful imprecation ! It shocks humanity ! An imprecation which brought 
*on them the dreadful vengeance of Omnipotence, and is still a heavy Inu- 
dan on thatprefidions people,<who are dispersed all over the earth ! 
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Pikte finding it impossible to alter ll«ir choice, Teleawd^ onto tlieiit ^u 
nbbas. And as it was the general practice of the Ronumi to tcoorge 
those crimiDals they condemnra to be crocified, Pilate ordered the blcai«d 
JkjiVs til be scourged before be delivered him to the soldiers to lie pot io 
dcalh. The soldiers haTJoj^ accordingly scourged Jescs. and received 
jsrders to crucify him, earned him into ihr Prstorim, or common bat^ 
^here they added the shame of disgrace to the bitterness of hu pQoish- 
locnt ; fftr sore at be was by reason of the stripes they had given biro, they 
dressed him in a purple nA>e, in derision of his t>eing tl^ Ring of the 
Jews. Having dressird him in this robe of raock-majesty« they put a reefl 
in his hand, instead of a sceptre, and after plaiting a wreat^i of tfaomi, they 
|iul it upon his bead for a crown ; forcing it down !■ so rude a manner, 
that his temples were torn, and his face besmeared with his most precSoit 
blood. To the Son of God in this condition, the rode soldiers bcnved the 
knee, pretending to do it out of respect ; but, at the same time nvehim 
severe blows on the head, which drove the pnckles of the wreath afseih 
into his temples, then spit on him, to express Iheir highest contempt ud 
disdain. 

The ofTme of governor, obliging Pilate to be present at this Bhocking 
scene of inhumanity, he was ready to burst with grivf. The sight of ailM- 
noccnt and virtuous man treated with such shocking l>arbarity raind it 
liis breast the most painful sensations of pity : and Lhongh he had gtfCji 
ae nteiice that it should be as the Jews desired, and had delivered our dear 
llcd"c.n[ker to the soldiers to be crucified, he was persuaded, that if he ibew- 
cd him to the people in that condition, they most relent, and petition Mm 
to lot hioi go. Filled with this thought, he resolved to carry nim out and 
exhibit tu their view a spectacle caftable of softening the roost envenomed, 
olidu rate, enraged enemy. . And in order to render the impression still 
moie poignant he went out himself, and said unto them. Though I ha#e 
acnlcniu'.d this man to die, and have scourged him as one that is to be 
crurified ; yet 1 once more bring him before you, that 1 may agaiii iestSfy 
how fully 1 um persuaded of his innocence, and that ye may yet have an 
oppurluiiiiy of saving his life, and clearing the guiltless. 

No sooner had the governor finished his speech llian Jp.srs appeared Oti 
the pavement, with his hair, his face, his shoolders all clotted with blood, 
and the uurplc robe bedaubed with spittle. And that the sight of Jeers 
in this .(fistress might make the greater impression on the people, Pilate, 
while hr* was coming forward, cried out, *^ Behold the man ?*' As if he hid 
aaid, will nothing make you relent? Have you lost all the feelbigs of ho- 
manity and bowels of compassion ? Can you bear to see the innocent, • son 
of Abiaham, thus injured ? Perhaps also the soldiers were suffered to buffet 
Jesus again on the pavement before the multitude, in order to excite 
their pity, or at least their pride : for though they might not pity Jesui 
ns a person unjustly condemned, yet when they saw one of their coontiy- 
inenmi>(]ltrd by heathens, it was natural for the governor to suppose, thtt 
their national pride being provoked it would induce them to have demand- 
ed bis enlargement: but all this was to no purpose. The priests, whose 
rage and malice had extinguished not only the sentiments of justice and 
feelings of pity naluial to the human heart, but also that love which eoon- 
try men bear for each other, no sooner saw Jesus than they began to fear 
the fickle populace might relent, and therefore, laying decency aside, tbi| 
led the way to the multitude, crying out with all their might, Crucify hiili ! 
Crucify him I Release not this man, but Barabbas ! 

The governor, vexed to see the Jewish rulers thus obstinately bent on 
the debtruction of a person from whom they had nothing to fear that was 
dangerous, either with regard to their church or state, passionately told 
them, that if they would have him cruciried, they must do it themsdvei; 
because he would not sulTer his people to murder a niM who was guilty of 
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na crime. Bat this tbey all refused, tUnking it diilionoorable to recelf# 
pef miiiion to punish a person who bad been- more than once publicly de- 
clared innocent by his judge : hfesides the? considered with themselves, thafc 
the governor might afterwards have celled it sedition, as the permission 
lia4 been extorted from him. Accordingly they totdbimi tfeit even though 
noqe of the things alledged against the prisoner were trae^ be had commit- 
ted Mdi a crime in the presence of the council itself^-' sis by law deservnf 
t)ie inosfc iznominioos death. He had spoken blas^liemy, calling himself 
1^ ScKi or God, a title which no moHal could assume witheol the highest 
degree of ^uilt : '* We have a law, and by our law be ooght to die, becanis 
lie made himself the Son of God, a dWine person." 

Pilate^i fear was increased when he heard that Jesui caTled himself 
the Sod of God : but knowing the obatinacy of the Jews in all natters of 
religtoo, he was tfraid they would make a tumult in earnest ; or, perhaps 
he was himself more afraid than ever to take away his life, because he tap* 

Ksed it might be true. He doubtless rememtiered the miracles said t^^ 
ve been performed by Jbsus, and therefore suspected that he really wat 
the Son of God : for it is well known that the religion which the governor - 
professed, directed him to acknowledge the existence of demigods and he- 
roes, the Heathens believed, that their god* themselves sometimes appeared 
upon earth in the form of men, and conversed with them. 

These kind of expressions induced Filate to go again into the jndgment- 
iiall, and ask Jesus from what father he sprung, and from what country 
became? But our blessed Saviour gave him no answer, lest the governor 
aboold reverse his sentence, and absolutely refuse to crooify^iili. Pibte 
fDarvelled greatly at this silence, and said onto Jesus, Why dost thou re- 
fose to answer roe ? Thou canst not be ignorant that I am invested witb 
absolute power, either to release or crucify thee. To which Jesus an- 
swered, I well know that thou art Caesar's servant, and accountable to hibi 
for thy management. I forgive thee any injury, which, contrary to thy in- 
dination, the popular fury constrains thee to do onto me. Thou hast not 
tby power /roiM above, b\4 from the emperor: for which cause the. Jewish 
Ugh priest, who halb pot me into th;r hands, and hjr pretending that I ant 
Caesar^s enemy, forces thee to condemn me ; or if thoo refnsest, will accnso 
thee as negligent of the emperor's interest ; he is more guilty than thee : 
** He that delivered me unto thee hatb tbe greater sin, being instigated 
thereto by malice." 

Hearing this sweet and modest answer, such an impression was thereby 
made on rilate, that he went out to the people, and declared bis intentioti 
of releasing Jesus, whether they gave their consent or not. Upon which 
tbe chief priests and rulers of Israel cried out, *' If thoo let this man go, 
thou art not CsBsar's friend : whosoever maketh himself a king, speaketh 
against Cesar." If thou releasest the prisoner, who hath set himself up 
for a king,, and endeavoured to raise a rebellion in the country, tbon art 
unfsuthfuT to tbe interest of the emperor thy master. This argnmenb 
was weighty, and shook Pilate's resolution to the very basis : he was trrri- 
fied at the thought of being accused to Tiberius, wlio in all affairs of gov- 
ernment always suspected the worst, and punished the most minute 
crimes relative thereto, with death. The governor being thas constrained 
to yield. contrary to his inclinatk)n, was very angrv with the priests for 
stirring op the people to such apitch of inadness.anci determined to aflfront 
tbem. He therefore brought Jesus out a second, time into the pavempnt, 
wearing the purple robe and the crown of thorns ; ^nd, pointing to him, 
said, ^* Behold your King ^" ridiculing the national expectation of a Mes- 
siah, as their deliverer. 

Stung to the quick, by this sarcastfcal expression, they cric'd out *^ Away 
with him, away with him, crucify him." To which Pilate answered, with 
the same mocking air, '^ Shall 1 crucify your king ? The chief priests an^ 
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?., - •■ .•"■• .-• 

■ihJM, We liiTa ho kfkig bat CBnr> Thai did tbej pablicTy rinodfulill 
iWr bope of th#^lelriab, whteb Um wbote ttebnonj of tlieir YeligiiAr ht$ 
ton GBkahted to n^NkfiA : tbey ftlio ptibliclj acknowledgod tbeir- m Maj *^ 
liOB to tbe RbmaDB ; and» csoaaeqneatlyt condemned tbenuelves, frbed d|i^ 
ffterwitfdi febettaA ogMiiafc Ube emfieror YeiptiiBni who, wilb bik iMr Ti- 
liB« dettroyed tbdridty and temple.' 

. We may bere nbiMto tbat tbe great nnwiffingifai «f Ae goierMr tfr Mr 
ttotenae o^death npon JEtps, bu eometbingln it ?eiT remarkable. FW' 
Horn (he character of mbOe^ ai drawn by the Ronnui h&toriana t hrt nrt thei y 
beoBem* to bafo been far from possesdng ^ny troe principle of virtne. -IW 
what then coald it be owing, that to wicked a man iboald so ileadily adteM 
io the canie of Innocence, which he defended with nhcommon braterr; and 
perhaps wonU ne? er have abandoned H, bad he not been forced bjf tbif 
threatenings of the chief priesli and nlett of Iwael? And wbea be did 
yield, aod passed sentence upon oof dear Redeemer, #bj did bo •till'd* 
^are him innocent ? Thit can certainly be attributed to no odter cniW 
than to tbe secret and pewerfai directiota of the proTidence ef tbe Almigb^ 
who intend^ tint at tbe tame liipo his son was condemned sfnd eacontol 
as* a maleiiictor, hb innocence shoold be made to appear in the most pnbKo 
manner and by the most antheOtic e? idence ; even that of the jndge Umnnil 
ll was the power of the Almighty that set bovnd« to the inveterate malifl* 
jand fory m tbeio^s, that would not sofier them to stain the innooenee of 
the blessed Jesus, at the same itme th^ deprived him of bif lifi ; but mil 
to their boisterovs malice, aa he had Itefore sahl to tlie foaming biHowf 
«if the ocean, **^ Hitherto sbalt thou come, bet no further, and liero Antl 
thy prond waves be staged :" for none can stay bis baad| or conlgrblbll 
wiIL 



■ . 

CH AFTER XXXVIII. 
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Jfneus itUd to Calvary : Simon iA§ Syrenianj eomptUedtocMTfjkt 
€}nu:- He ircrticijkd beivem <oo Mtdefmtors : A Title 'isjmt tipat 
the Cross by PUaie^ and Lots cast for kis garments : The mMimdti 
ike JHm$^r^ the Priests^ and the Soldiers rexf&e Jasua > TAe 
Sion of one of the ThUves : The great and nnnaiurtd.£dipa€ of^ 



Sun r Jbscs spemks to his Friends from the Cross^ cries^^'Jt Uf fm- 
ished^** rtcommends his Spirit into the hands of his Fathefy emieik' 
pires% . , ^- ,.. - 

* ' ' . ■ XK.- 

, . • O MY aonl ! come and follow thy Redeemer to the hst icene of^ tfe 
most Innocent and useful course tbat was ever passed on earth ;- fo Mow b an 

M Calvnry's horrid eminence, to Calvary's faU) catastrofihe ; ftbei'ec^it 'tiijf 
most opnttsnt attention on that lovely, timt sorrowfal spectacle. Behold ne 
spotless victim nailed to a tree and stabbed to tbe hurt ; bear hioi .ponr 
out iirayers for his murderers, l)efore be poured out bis sonl fo r ' I r a nt 
gressors ; leo the wounds that stream with forgiveness, andblted- /bahi 
for a distempered world. O t see tbe justice and goodnesa of tbo^Alndg^ 
ty, his mercy and bis vengeance ; all his tremendous and graeions ntlri- 
butes manifested ; manifested with Inexpressible splendour, in tbo Inet^ 
Ignominioasy and yet grandest of Jtarnsaeiioas that ever tbo iPor1d-Hb»- 
held I ■ -f 

After sentence was pronounced against the blessed J sacs, tbe 4wliiHl 
were ordered to prepare for bis execut'on ; a command wliicli Ibey 
^ obeyed, and aher putting on him bis own garmentSi led ^oi 
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ettte^tliili* Itif nolnid that tbejr took the ' cmni df thorns fmn iAn 
toMlet ; probably ho died woariiif it, that the title placed oter hU hisei 
Milpit be the better ondentood by the speetatort. 

-The miniBtert of Jewish malice we may Mippoto renrfttedoone of ^m 
circamstances of afBiction which were ever laid on penoni condemoed !• 
Iw cfocified* ' Accordingly, Jcsua was obliged to walk on foot to the place 
•f ezeco^ottfbeanng his cross ; bat the fatigue of the preceding aigllt 
epent withotit deep, the salferings he had andergono hi the garden ; hie 
Inring been harried from place to place and obliged to stand the whole tfmft 
taf hia trials ; Che want of food and the loss of blood he had sestained, and 
aothis want of coarage on Ibis occasion made bim faint nnder the bordea 
of his cross. The soldiers seeing him nnable to bear the weight, laid it 
ton one Simon, a native of Cyrene, in Egypt, the father of Alejrander and 
Bofof^ well known among the first Christians, and forced him to bear it 
after the j^reat Redeemer of mankind. The soldiers did not this, however* 
■oatof oompassion to the suffering Jesns, hot to prevent his dying with the 
#fttigoe« anid by that means avoiding the panishment designed for bin. 

In this jonroey to Calvary oor blessed Savioor waa followed by an innv- 
nerable moHitode of people, parti colarly of women, who lamented blttei1]f 
ihe severity of his sentence, and shewed all the tokens of sincere compajl- 
"aion and grief. Jesns, who always felt the woes of olheri more than lin 
did bis own, forgetting bis distress'at the very time when it lay heaviest npon 
hinst tnmed himself fdioat, and, with a benevolence and tenderness tnilydi- 
^vme, aaid to them, *' Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not forme, but weep 
for yourselves and for your children. For, behold, the days are coming in 
the which they shall say. Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never 
l»re, and the paps which never gave sock. Then shall they begin to soy 
to the mountains, Fall on us : and to the hills. Cover us. For if they do 
theio things in a treen tree, what shall be done in the dry ?" As if he 
had said. Dry up tbese< tears ye daughters of Jerusalem, which ye shed hi 
compassion to me, and reserve them for the deplorable fate of yourselvea 
and your children ; for the calamities that will soon foil on yon and tour 
offspring, are truly terrible, and call for the bitterest lamentatbn. In those 
days of vengeance you will passionately wish that yon had not given -birds 
to e generifttion,! whose wickedness has rendered them the objects of thio 
wrath of Uie Almighty to such a degree as was never before experienced in 
the world. Then shall they wish to be crushed under the weight of enor* 
moua monntains, and concealed from their enemies in the bovrels of the 
earth. The thonghts of these calamities afflict my soul far more than the 
fooling of my own sufferings : for if the Romans are permitted to inflict 
punishments on me who am innocent, how dreadful must the vengeance be 
which they shall inflict on a nation whose sins cry aloud to heaven, 
hastening the piice of divine judgments, and rendering the perpetratora at 
-proper ior jodgment as dry wood is for flames of fire. 

At the pnce of execution, which was calM Golgotha, or the place of is 
akoli, from the cominal bones which lay scattered there, some of oar Re* 
deemer^s friends offered him a stopifying portion, to render him inseuiMe 
of the Ignominy and excrociating pain of bis punishment ; but as aoon aa 
be tasted the portion he refused to drink it, being determined to bear Ina 
eofieriogs, however sharp, not by intoxicathig and stopifying himself, hot 
by the strength of patience, fortitude, and faith. 

Having therefore refused the portion, the soldieri^ began to execute thdr 
orders by stripping bim quite naked, and in that condition be^n to fostAn 
him to his cross. But while they were piercing his hands and bis foot 
ofith nails, instead of crying out with the sharpness of the pain^ he! cafmlV, 
• thowh -severely prajred for them, and for all those who had aiif buid in 
his death ; beaecching the Almighty to forgive them, and excnnng then 
himialf by the onl/ circamatance that could alleviate their failt \ I 

VOok 
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teirltilDfMaiti ^FirfAer,»'tiiateeMi^«til*MttiUteMr0rflmlM^ 
f^MgW UMm:- for %ktf knoiriMfc wlMi th«y do.** Tim «m iafeMr 
meekness mid er<H>dneis, Italy tnmihf of the «ilf bcgMUa Sm of iCMr^ 
4Ar eUBnphr-of HUrf^ wti mm t iKkioh, Aboagh itetn never b* cfutlWIif «Ay, 
fhMM be imitaled by fttt, ^ben toffsriiig in • ^ood oMm* 

BebdM naw tbe gpprinte* MrMlen dig ibe bolt ift wbitfb ifaromt mm 

^ be erecitcd. Hie crds» plioed in tin ground, «od 4be bleind iiKelW 

|teiT>ti tbe MdoffDiTowi; they Mil binb lo ii ; thej erect H ; bi» mMn^ 

tmitk ; Ms blood dtfliiltf ; he heiigs upon bfs woonds miked* e tpot^eele l# 

l»ivAi and earth, Tbar was tbe only bepttten Sen of Gdd» ivbo^oHit 

libwn ffoarheafen to aaie the world, crneiAed by bis own craatitret t.wtfik 

•ItfTehddr tbe ignominy still greater, placed between two thieves : *^ HeeivO 

Iwaiim ! O ««Ab^ eerthv eertb bear t Tbe Lord batbDonrished ood bUeaghl 

Mff cMldrens and tbey have rebelled ag^sC bim ;^ by rcgecting Ibn 4*0(1 

tHvionr* ami the 0od of aill their merciei. ^^ 

' GWine»eeiiiflMlted bv maleftctors were asalrily written en n wbttebeap 

withMacir^ andplaeetf orer Ibeir beads on the cross. In confisroi^lit 

Chf s ctfitam» Miste wrote a title in the Hebrew, Greek 4l LuMtten Ian 

tllat all fbrcfgnertiie well ee natives, migbt be able to read it, and 

tt tn the crawM; over Ifao bead- of Jtsve ; and the inseription- wur 

^{f NAMABfify THE KINO OF TBB JBWSv Bat .whenftba 

frliBKt^ ahd^Men had feed this tide tfatt were greatly displeased '^ 

gtr ttrt pfesei itfed the nrime for which J%sua was coiideained, U inytiaatei 

t|thar btr had betn acknowledged for. tbe Mets'iab : besidsi, being plaead 

'nrer the head of one who was dying by the most inftanoas {lanisbnientyl^ 

'^ImtrfM tbik ftl( MPbb aUempted to ddrver tbe Jevii^ ibould perish w jte 

vjHiin^ vnanher«- The faith 4nd IWipe of tbe nation^ therefopey beings HmH 

«ybblfMy ridlcIHed^ it Is no^ wonder that tbe priasts ihOaght themsehPM kteblr 

'^MVnACed ^ wtiis accordingly eaYrtOto Filate begging AkeX tba writing angM 

i^entlered ; but as lie bad fniended tbe aCEront' in nmtt^ of Ibeir fnrniin 

4'btM ttf Crtteiff lB»va^ contraty botbto bie jadgmeni and iaolinalion^ ier 

leftised to grant th«ir n^^ett r •t What it have written," said he^ **^ t ha^T 

■ WTifieA ;*' and ^ersTsfed iflliiii resolution not to alter t^ inscription.. ■ 

■'- ^lib «^)d)efs, bavfag^Mtbe blessed Jaavt lo^Ktrosa, and emetet 

H^ dfriM Kit gtifioents annnigst theai ;. bat -his coat, or vestova^ b^nc 

i wiD hn d t setm, wev«n from bhetep tbroaghnoi, tliey agreed noi In mail 

•1t,ttot t;^ tantiots for it, thsft the prediction of tbe propbel concenBi^Abe 

^dfeath nnd stilHKngs'or the Messiah ought be fdilled : ^^.Tbey wtadMr 

gsnmihtK emdng* tbem^ and npon my vestare did they cailiouJ'^ A .i» 

^iAetit intWsntion that every eircamstanee of the death and .passion !«f ibe 

^ilefseJ jKie^ Wee loi^ before determined iothe «oast ef beavan.; M|i 

seeonfingly, bis behig WdoMied between two maleCsctocs- nia rT|ffaii(y 

'■foreteld; '* Atiittie was nombered wftbtbetrenegressors.'^ 

When the cemmon oeoplev whom the vHe priests bad ioaeniad ngpm^ 

4A(»%le^fled Jaaua, by »iio maliehMis Mseboods tbey bad spmad.temfHiiiJB 

• iHnrWnd which they pretend^ to fband 00 the deposition ef witneasNb 

'idMT him haag in 10 Ihfamoas a manner aponihe «rass, and sending, tbt 

f nscHjptioti that was phMOd over bis head, thqr expressed tbair iBdigaation 

djfirlmC htm by sareaiticni>expresiioas: *« Aht^hooT' said th^ ^dalda- 

%tr>yest ihe ternple, and btriNhait it in three diqfs save tfajfolf,. imdaeem 

down from- the cross.'^ ..".■" 

Thb tnaltillida w«ra not the only persons who moidced aad-^eridaLtttb 

%tesied Jews, while bo was saflbraig to obtain remSssien ^f tbe slnaaCnR 

inttnl8l«id/ Me mien, who nowimoi^inedihey had eflfeatvally destnydi 

.*ns pfet^sions to the character of the Messiab, joined^tho aopnlacnWrnlK 

"calinic him» nnd with a meanness of seal wbieb mai^y ipmniona wiMabis 

^ woald have scorned, mocked hlm« even wbilolHs «ras jtragfling wilb^M 

•fooios of deiitb: they seoOed nt the mlmcte by wbiiib ba devioaatiaM 
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Mmlf W%6 tl» M'-nUb, tMpnmkti to MicMi khhiH, m «Mtfitfoh of 
iiif proring Ins pMteDsio^s liy d» >e w iii ig Urom At otout ^ Ha smA 
^Mwrt,'' tirid ttiejr, m Mimtflf ha ouaot «v«. If Ime ^ tha King •£ |^ 
Tiei, let iiifli M«r eome dowa ten ilM cnwt^ mod «r« m^ MievelNJBlJ^ 
iMt knowing wlrat Ifcey s4Uk 

l^otMog eovM be mora Mm tad by|»senkieal Uuui tbis pralaiMiiDii o( 
Ibe Aiff-Mekad Jewa ; far tlwf oaatfaned in ibeir •nbdief, iiatwitbiftan4i» 
Ivg they welt" kneir Ihftt ht nawm hinnwif fram |hfr 4aa4 ; 91 annoh-greatar 
nsiracla than bit caning daarn (kmrn Uia wats wonld bava haaa, a mkaaW' 
uttefted -by witnesses whose vencitf they-covid not call in^oailiaii : it vyt 
toM tbam by the aaldiart whom thay UtamtatvaifHaoadat the aqmidira 
to wateh the badj^, and wba they ^aera ahUg ad to l»riba largaly to concaafc 
tiba tratb. It m thercfora abpniiatly' avident. ibat if tba hteMed Jca va bad: 
d«»eeiyded from the crosi, Iha Jewish priesta woaid have ooatinnad iW 
their infideKty ; and oonseqoently that tbair daebumtion w^a mude mith am 
•ther intention than to Hiealt tba lUdeemarof mankmdy thjyakbig it im^i* 
iAble for kam now to asoapa oat of tlwir haada. TbaaoUiers also joinadl 
fM Mia geaenl scene of moakary, ''Ifthoaba the Ring of the Jews,'? 
aaid they, ^ save thyself.** If thoa art thegaeat Masaiab oxmcM by lh% 
tt^, iesiOnd from the ^eross hy miraebs, and deliver thyself £roiB tbeia 
•terodatiag torrBoatt, iniieted by thy oaemiat. 

One of tb^ tinevesoaiild not foiter moGkciog th» great Lofd of haavaii; 
dc earth, though Hbooring btmwlf under the aaost racking paina, and s^ng^ 
giing with the agonies of death ; bat the other azacoised a oaost axtMortt* 
fmry fiTtb, at a trme whea oar great ftedeemar was desertad by hit Father, 
Inoclced by manhood haogadvpop ilM eross, ea the most jgnooiiBioas of 
malefactors. This Jewii^ criminal se^BS^to have entertained a mora r%i 
ItonI lUid Exalted ndtlon of the Meaaiah^f kingdom than oven ihadifoiplof 
Chamseifes ; they eKpaotad nothing but « leovbMr ompica : he gave stfOQjg 
inttmatMmi of hit having an idea af CHmiar'a spiritnal dominion ; for al 
the very CiMe when Jaava wias dying on the oroasi he iieggad to ha remeoft^ 
Ibered by hifn w4ien he Oamo into his kingdom : *^ Lord,** wid he, *■* f"' 
member nfe when thoa eomest into thy kingdom*" Nor did ha make hi* 
Hiqaest in vain : the great Redeemer oif mankind answered hios^ *' Vafi)y^ 
I t%f artto thee, to d^ shslt thoo he with nie in pamdiso: TheielQFavH 
dancing the immediate happinoM of the righteoas after death* 
- Let OS now attentively eonsider the history of oar blessed Skvioor'a 
Ipassioii/ as It offers to oar view events abaolokely astoninhiiig : for when wo 
remember the perfecit innoeenoa of oar groat ftodeeaier,tha imoommon' 
love he hbre to theciiildrea of men, ft the many hind It benevoJeot officaa 
to did for the sons and daoghtets of afilictiiMi ; when we reflect 00 the eii* 
teem in which he was held all along by tba oomnKm people, bow cbaerfoUy 
they followed him to the remotest comers of the couqtryi nay, even ioio 
tte des<*tate Mtr^ats ni the wiklernesa, and with what pleasare they iiilen* 
iad to Ma discodr^-; whein wo ooniider those fiarticatars, I say, we cannal 
lieiplMlng astonished to find them at tba caodasion« rnshing all of al s«d» 
den hato the opposite extremes, and every individual asit weve, combined 
€0 tNfat hfm with the most barbaroas croelty and inaalt. 

Pilate having asked the people, if they desired to have Jssua releaaed, 
Ms diaciptei; - thoogh they were very nnmatoo* and might have macle a 
great appearance in his behalf, remained absolately lilent^ as if ihey bad 
$nefi tiMoehleis or fnfhtaatid; The Roman aoldiers,TBOtwithstanding their 
]gMeral hod declarcd Mm innocent^ inaalted hmi in thaalost inhoman man* 
Her; the Senbea and Pharilees ridicaled him; tbe common people, who 
IM McnrFcd him with Hosannas a few days before, wagged tiiair beadk 

ahidi avthaf passed by, and raitad on him aa m deoeivar : imf^ the ^•rj 
lef OH the oroia revHbd 4ilm, in tbe nidst of bU mffisringa. 

'■"■■'■. I -0*1 ■A.:.i. ■..■■..;•. . . . . • 
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Thoagb Uui tadden rerolotion in the miodt of the whde Mieil 'Wmf'J: 
tarn uQAceooDtebte ; jfei if we coaldMaign • pio^r reeioD for Uie tUettc* 
•CthsdiMsiplef, the principle , which ieflaeoced the rett might be^iieoveveA. 
^ their wTerei speeches. Tlie followers of the hietsed Si^v tied ettecbed . 
tbemseWes to mm, in expeclation of beins reiied to great weeltb nnd. 
power in his kingdom, which they expected would have bees estaMiib- 
•d long before this time : hot seeing no appearance at all of what they 
Ind so long hoped for, they permitted him to be condemned, peiheps^ 
because they thought it would hate obliged him to break the Roman yebn. 
by some miracolons act of divine power. 

The soldiers were angry that any one should pretend to royalty in hk* 
dea, where Cesar had established his authority ; hence thsy insulted oar 
Messed Saviour with the title of King, and paid him, in mockeiy* the 
honours of a sorereigo : and as for the common people, they seemed to 
Imve lost their opinion of him, probably because he bad neither convinced: 
the eooRcil, nor rescued himself when they condemned him. They began^. 
therefore, to consider the story of his pretending to destroy the tempjn 
and build it in three days, as a kind of blaiphcroy, because it required divinOf • 
power to perform such a work. - * ■ ! 

The most imulacsble and diabolical malice irritated the priests Jind« 
Scribes against him ; because he had torn off their masks of (^yoocricyii . 
and shewed them to the people io their true coloun. It is, therefore, no > 
wonder that they ridiculed his miracles, fn.m whence he derived his repQ?« 
tation. In short, the thief also fancied that he would have delivered both.. 
Inmself and them, if he had been the Messiah ; but as no such delivenmet; 
appeared, he upbraided him for making pretensions to the high character 
he assumed, ' .., 

Now, my soul, take a view of thy dying Saviour, breatlbing out his so■|^ 
vpon the cross ! Behold his unspotted liesh laceratc^l with stripes, by ishiolk 
thou art i>ealcd ! See his hands extended and nailed to the cross ; tbosii 
benificent hands, which were incessantly stretched out to unloose thOL' 
lieavy burdens, and to impart blessings of every kind I Behold his feet riTOfc-. 
ed to the accuised tree with nails: those feet which always went about. 
doing good, and travelled f^r and near to spread the glad-tidingsof ever^. 
lasting salvation ! View his tender temples encircled with a wieatb M. 
thorns, which shoot their keen afflictive points into his blessed head ;tlie^, 
head which was tfver meditating peace to poor lost and undone sinners^ and; 
spent many a wakeful nigbt in ardent prayers for their happiness ! ,. 3oa^ 
liim labouring in the agonies of death, breathing out bis soul into the- hand a 
of his Almighty Father, and praying for his cruel enemies I Was ever leva- 
like Ihisl was ever l>enev0leoce so finely displayed? O, ny soul ! ■put' 
then thy trust in that bleeding, that dying Saviour ; then, though the.pear; 
tilence waikelh in darkness, and the sickness destroyeth at nooo-day; 
though thousands fall beside thee, and ten thousand at thy rig4it-baDd» > 
thoQ needest not fear the approach of any evil ! Either the destr<>yin9 
angel shall pass over thee, or dispense tlie corrections of a friend, not the 
scourges of an enemy, which, instead of hurting^ will work for.tby good n- 
then though profanenesfl and infidelity, far more malignant evils» breathy. ' 
their contagion, and laint the morals of multitudes around thee, i thoa. 
shidt be safely hid in. the h<dlow of his hand, and fiee from every 4«K 
ger, in time, and for ever. > |j.'S. 

Then, O my soul, take sanctuary under that tree of life, the ignom ima a r i 
cross of thy bleeding Saviour; let us Hy for mfety to that dty of leJEsift. 
opened in his bleeding wounds : these will prove. a sacred hiduM f»laoa».' 
jiot k> be pierced by the fiameA of divine wrath, or theliery darts inksmj^) 
ation; his dying merits, his perHxt obedience, will be ^* as rivers of. wa- 
fer in a dry pl^jce,'' or "* as the shadow of a ffreat rock In a laeary lafA^ j 
iJBiitpacticnhu-y in ihiit la»t tremendous day when tl)e heavens sfcall ba ua^^ 

i 
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■imtw ^^nfl Wft|yped up nkie t scroU ; when hfs Aliiif^litj\arra.i6itt «r- 
' rewttie sun in bis career, and darii the ttractare ef the gnWi^ to pleoes*^^ 
when the dead, both inoall and great, cihall be gathered before the tfiriiijr: 
«^his i^iory and the fates of all mankind hang on the rer^ point of a llniJ^ 
irreversible decision : then, if then bast faithfully trusted in bim, abdiiiadt 
his precis thj constant directors, tboo cbalt be owned and defenflcif '* 
bjt him. O reader ! maj both ihon that pernseth, and he who hath wHk^ * 
ten this for thy sonl^s advantage, be covered at that nnntterably iniportant^ 
jiihelare, by the wings of his redeeming love ! then shall we bebola all tfaif" 
horrible convolsions of expiring natur^ with composdre with comfort ! we' 
•haU even wefeome the coosommatioB of all things, as the '* times of nh. 
freshing from the presence of the Lord," and be eternally happy with him.^ 

Behold the son conscious of the sufferings of his Maker, and as it were tof 
. hide his face from this detestable action of mortals, js wrabbed in the pitchy' 
BHUitlie of ebaotic darkness i This preternatural eclipse of the sun continn-' 
ed far three hours, to ilie great terror and astonishment of the people pre- 
sentatlhe execotion of oar dear Redeemer. And snrely nothing coula fxf 
motv proper than this extraordinar? alteration in the face of nature', white' 
the Sun of Righteousness was withdrawing his beams, not only from ther' 
promised li^nd, bat from the whole woild ; for it was at once a miracutona 
testimony given by the Almighty himself to the innocence of his Son, and 
a proper emblem of the departure of him who was the Light of the world, 
at least till hia laminoas rays, like the beams of the morning, shone out 
anew with additional splendour, in the ministry of his apostles, afte; hit 
ascension. 

The darkness wliich now covered Jodea and the neighbooring countries, 
beginning about noon, and continuing till JEsua expired, could notbe the 
effect of an ordinary eclipse of the sun. It is well known that these phttt* 
Bdmena can only happen at the change of the moon, whereas the Jewibh 
passover at which our dear Redeemer buffered, was alv^ays celebrated at 
the foil ; besides, the total darkness of an eclipse of the sun, never ex-' 
ceeds twelve or fifteen minutes, whereas this contSnoed fuil three hourfc 
Nothing, therefore, bat the immediate hand of that Almighty Being which 
placed the sun in the centre of the planetary system, could have pri^dueed' 
this astonishing darkness : nothlna out Omnipotence who Hrst lighted Ihii 
glorious luminary of heaven, could have deprived it of it's cheering rays. 
^ow ye scoffers of Israel, whose blood ye have so earnestly desired, and" 
vvisbed it might fall upon you and your children 1 behold all nature ia 
drest in the sable vet) of sorrow, and in a language that cannot be itiistak« 
en, mourns the departure of it's lA>rd and Master; weeps for ytsiir 
Gfimea, and deprecates the vengeance of heaven apon your goiity heads! 
Happy for yoa tliat this suffering Jesus is compassion itself, and' even 
in the agonies of death, prays to his heavenly Father to avert from yoq 
the stroke of his jostice, thereby opening the gate of mercy even to yoit 
his murderers ! 

The Heat bens themtelves considered this pretematnral eclipse of the sqW 
as a miracle, and one of them cried out, ** Either the werla is at airendt 
or the God of nature sefllers !*' And well might he use the expression'; for 
never since this pUinetary system was called from it's primitive chaos, #at 
known soch a deprivation of light in the gibrious luminarjr of day. In- 
deed when the Almighty punished Pharaoh for refusing to let'the children of 
Ivrael depart eot of his land, the sable veil of darkness was drawn fdr three 
days over Egypt; but this darkness sras confined to a part of that kingdom V 
wiiereas this that happened at oar Saviour's cracifixion, was universal an^ 
not merely local. . . ■. > 

The disciples natarally considered the darkness, when it began ai d 
frohde to the deliverance of their Master : for ihoagh the' chlei prksstiL 
•tdars; aid peoplej had sarcastically deiired him to descend froidOMa«c,^V% 
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€d tree^ Ui friend i eoald not bnt be penntdei^ tbithe nMfnil d ^ i i wt 
•o mtoy from iaeurable diteaies, wbo had created limbs for Ibe mailDiid^' 
^nd eye* for ibe blind, who bad given speech to the dorab, and eatled tlin 
dead from the chamber! of the dott, might eanly rave himself even firoiiiJF 
the cross. When .therefore his mother, his mother's sitter, Mary MngdlU 
lene, and the beloved disciples observed the yeil of darkness b«^a to ea* 
lend over the face of nature, they drew near to the fbot of the eros^ pt#*f 
bably in expectetion that the Son of God was goia^ to shake the firattHi df 
the nniverse, vaioose himself from the cross, and take ample f^nMnertr 
on those cruel and perfidious enemies who had so despitefaliy treated Urii; 
At this awful period, the blessed Jesus was in the midst of hfs snUMnj;*^ 
yet when he saw bis inother A& h'srconapaaions' their grief ereatiy alMM 
bis tender breast^ especially the distress of lus mother. The fgooint of 
death under which he wu now labouring, could not prevent bis euueiiinV 
the most affectionate regard both for her and for them : for that SMf 
Bight have some consolation to support her under the greatness'^ 
ber sorrows^ he told her, that tlie disciple whom ho loved, iToilld ftf 
Oxe sake of that love, supply his plaee to her after he was taken from tbeii^t^ 
even the place of a son ; and therefore he desired her to consider Mnt tf 

Sch, andei^teot from bira all the duties of a child : '^ Woman,** «M 
. *' behold thy son." .' 

This remarkable token of filial affection Cowards bis motber, «rtt Mi 
the only instance the dyine Jssoa gave of his sincere love for bU tthiM 
and followers; the beloved disciple had also a token of his high estennSf 
he singled biiu ont as the only p^son amone his friends, to sn)^y fcW 
place with re:>> aid to his mother. Accordingly be desired him efeprtstl^ 
to reverence her in the same manner as if she bad been his own fUmt'f 
a daty which the favourite disdple gladly undertook ; for be' earned hef, 
to his own honse, and maintained her from that hour to the' day 4f MiF 
death ; her husband Joseph having been dead some time before. ~ *' 

We have now before ns an evident proof that, in the midst Q^^tStf 
heaviest suiferings human nature ever sustained, the bl«»ned Je'fuv doMtyK 
atrated a divine streugth of benevolence ; even at the time when %h ofptf 
distress wa«at the highest piich« and nature was dressed in Che robe, elf 
mourning for the sufferings of her great Creator ; his friends bad an laM 
a share in his concern, that their happiness interrupted the sfaarpbesifiofH 
pains, and for a short time engrossed his thoughts. *^ 

^ Now the moment when Jesus should resign his soul into the hands' ^ 
his heavnnly Father approached, aud be repeated part, at least, of fbe tr^'^'' 

g -second Psalm, uttering with a loud voice these remarkable words, ** 
li, lama sabacbthani ?" that is, *' My God, my God, why hast thoi tMV 
aaken me ?" Or, " My God, my God, hew long a time h'aet thOT^fil^ 
taken me 2" as the words may be rendered. "^ ' ' * 

It is believed by some, that our blessed Saviour repeated the whole KaM? 
«sit was customary amongst the J^ws, in making oootatiohi, to mMS(Mr 
only the first words of the Psalm or section which they cite. If a^, tbdiliP 
P^m contains the most rem^kable particulars of our dear ItetfebmiM 
passion, being as it were a summary of all the prophecies relative Wliiiat 
anigect, by repeating it on th^, cross, the ble5sed Jesus, sigriMM t^*^ 
M was now ae«:ompiisbing the things that trere predicted eoiig^^hi" 
Messiah. And as the Piaim is composed in the form of a pfltyi^i fiy ' 
Qoancing it at this time, be also claimed of bis Father, the perMml 
^all the promises he had made, whether to blm or to his ' peoblb r^tf 
chief of wnich are recorded in the latter part of the Psalm abn^ H/^ 
tioned. 

When seme of the people, who stood by* heard our blessed 
nbunce the firit words of this Psaltu, they misundsrstood him pfiaii 
tbekaot besLrlng him distmctly, and cencluded lie called fuf ^ 
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whidi Me of klien filled a sponge with via^r irat it on ^ reed imd ctre 
ly m to drinkv being desiroos of keeping bin eiiye as long as possime to* 
«ee wbetber Elias .would come to take nim down from tbe cross. Bat aa 
aoon as Jesvs bad tasted tbe vmegar be said, **It is finlsbed :" that is U^ 
work of man's redeniptioo is accompltsbed ; tbat great work whieh tbe on- 
ly begotten Son of God came into tbe world to perforin, is fiaisbed. !» 
Jipctfiking tbese words, be cried witb an exceeding loud ? oice, and after tbat 
ht addressed his Alinightj Father in words whicb form tbe best pattern ot 
j^commendatory prayer at the bonr of death ; *' Father into tbj bands .1 
commend mj spirit T' and bafing vttered tbese words, be bowed his htiit' 
•nd yielded j^p the Ghost. 

At the venf instant that the blessed Jc8iJ» resigned bis sool into tbw 
liaad^ of his heavenly Father, behold t the rail of the temple was miraen>>> 
lously rent from the top to the 4>ottom ; probably in tbe presence of tbcr 
priest who burnt incense in tbe holy place, and who doubtless publisbeA 
the account when be came oat : for our blessed Safionr expired at tlMi 
ninth boor, the very time of ofiFeribg4be evening sacrifice. Kor was that 
the only miracle that happened at the death of the great Messiah ; no, th» 
earth trembled from it's very foundation, tbe flinty rocks bur':it asunder, 
and the sepnlcbres heWn in them 'Were opened, aad many bodies of saints 
deposited there, awaked after his resurrection from the sleep of death, left 




death ; for when they went into theeity, jthey were known to be saints by 
tbe pertoBS who saw them, which coold not well have happened if they b«dt 
nlot been co-temporaries witb them. 

As the rending of the vail of the temple intimated, the entrance kito tbi^ 
1|oly place, the type of heaven, was now laid open to all nations ; so the 
vesorreetion of a nnmber of saints from the ilead^ demonstrated tbat thw 
power of death and the grave were broken : tbe sting was taken frojis 
<deatb, and tbe victory wrested from the grave. In short our dear Redeem- 
er's conquests over the enemies of mankind, were shewn to be complete, 
and an earnest was given of the s^eneral resurrection. 
, Tbe remarkable events which attended thai awful penod when Jesus' 
•gave up the ghost, did not only aifect the natives of Judea, but the Romaw 
■centurian, who was placed near the cross, toprevent disorders ef any kind; 
glorified the Almighty, and cried out, '* Truly this man was the Son. Of 
God.'' And all the people when they beheld heaven itself bearing witnesa 
of the truth of our great Redeemer's mission smote their breasts and re-> 
turned. They bad been instant with loud voices to have him crucified ; but 
when they saw tha face of the creation wrapt in the gloomy mantle of 
-darkness during his croeifixion and found his death accompanied with an 
•earthquake, as if nature had been in agony when he died, they rightly 
inteipreted these prodigies to be so many testimonies from the Almighty 
ef bis innocence and their passions which bad beenindamed and ezaspe^ 
rated against him, became quite calm, or exerted in bis behalf. 
f Some were angry with thenuelves for neglecting the opportunity the gor* 
.emor bad given them of saving his life ; some were stung wkh reasorse for 
'l^ng been active in procuring: Pilate to condemn him, and even ofiering; 
Ibe most bitter insults, while he laboured under tbe croeflest of suffer*, 
fogs.; and others were deeply affected at beholding tbe pains he suffered,i 
%«ich were as severe as thoy were undeserved. These various passiont 
being visibly printed in their countenances, affipided a melancholy specta* 
-ete ; the whole multitude retiarning from the crod execution witb tMr 
^fes fixed opon the earth, pensive and silent ; their hearts ready to bant 
^Ai grief, groaning deeply within themselves, shedding floods of. tcafB» 
4|p4;imitkif oa iliair l»raasts».tD testify tbeir joirow» 
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It ii observable that the grief they now felt for ibe blesied Jesy^Ts wii 
^tingaished from their former rage against him by this remarkable pai^ 
ticnlar, that their rage was entirely owing to the arlfal intinuations ofthr 
prie&La ; whereas their grief was the genuine, the nataral feeling of their 
own hearts, greatly affected with the trnlh and innocence of him who 
was I he object of their commiseration : and aa flattery had no share in thia 
mourn«ns. so the expressions of their sorrow was such as became a real 
an unfeigned |ia»sion. Nor was this una ffected moorniag shewn only by 
a few pertons, who miglit have been represented as the particular friends of 
the solfering Jksv:^ ; no, it was the general condition of the people wb* 
had repaired to Calvary, in oider to behold the crucifixion of oar dear 
Rede«*mer, that when they parted after he had given up the ghost, IhejcOT- 
aied the roads, and, as it were, darkened all the sni rounding country. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

A Roman Sofditr thrusts his Spear into our Saviour^s Side : Joseph if 
Jrimathta comes to Pilate^ and begs of him the body of Jbsus. 



»• - 



BY the law of Mnses, it was expressly forbidden that the bodies of 
those who were banged should remain all night on the tree. In conformitf 
lo Lhi» law, and because the Sabbath was at hand, the Jews begged the 
governor, that the Ieg« of the three persons crucified might be broken, to 
ha>ten their death. To this request Pilate readily consented ; and accord- 
ingly gave the necessary orders to the soldi^s to put it in execution : bok 
OD pKreeiv^iig that Jesus wrs already dead, the soldiersdid not give then- 
selves the lioubte of brea!'ing his legs, as they had done those of the i^ 
malefactors that were crucified with him. One of them, however, eilh^ 
out of wanlonnrss or cruelty, thrust a spear irto his side, and out of the 
wound flowed blood and water. Some suppose that the spear reached 
his heart ; but however that be, it is certain, from the water which issued 
from the wound, that he pierced the pericardium ; and consequently most 
have killed him. had be not before been deprived of life. 

It was of the greatest importance to mankind that this wound was given, 
for it abundantly demonstrated the truth of our Saviour's death, and con- 
sequently prevented all objections, that the enemies to our holy faith woaM 
otherwi&e have raised against it. The cvant^elist adds, that the legs of our 
;;reat Ufdccmer were not broken, but his side pierced, that two particolir 
prophecies might be fulfilled : '*• A bone of him shall not be broken ;" an4, 
*- th<^y shall look on him who they have pierced," and be convinced of the 
horrid impiety of the deed, as many of them afterwards were, on the 
preHohipi^ of Peter. 

'Inhere was a person amongst the disciples of the blessed Jesus, called 
Joseph of ^rimathea; he was equally remaikable for his birth, foitnne, 
and ofliee. This man, who was not to be intimidated by the malice of Us 
countrymen, went boldly to Pilate, and begged the body of his great Mas- 
ter : he had indeed nothing to fear from the Roman governor, who, dur- 
ing the whole course of our Saviour's trial, had shewn the greatest Incli- 
nation to release him ; bnt he had reason to apprt^iend, that this acUoH 
might draw upon him the malice of the rulers of the Jews, who had taken 
such creat pains to get their Master crucified. The great regard, however, 
he had for the remains of his Master, made him despite the malice of the 
Jews, being persuaded that Omnipotence vrouid defend hirii, and cover fab 
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tMinief with fbftme and confiisioQ: «nd h6 well knew, tiittif nofrietid 
pnoflfloied ft gnnl of the body, it woald be fgnomiaionsly cait eot afnonjsrt 
the exeeat^ ijialefactors, and perhaps be expeted to many indignitifi. . 

The i^oTernor wai atiint sorpriied at the requoat of Josepii. thinking it 
Itebly inprobabie that he sheald he dead id to short a time. H.'. hud 
Indeed given orders for the soldiers to break the legs of the v-reoifiexi per- 
aofif ; hot he knew it was not UDCommon for. them to live many hours 
srfterthat operatioa was performed : for tboogh the psin it teii urj\ be 
teqaisite in the last degree,* yet as the vital parts leinein nt'touclied^ 
Vie would ooptinM some time fn the miserable body. Piitte tberefora- 
ioalled the eentorian to know the truth of what Joseph had told him : and 
l^ing conviaoed, from the answer of that officer, that Jesus bad been dead 
•ome time, he readily granted the reqaest 

Having obtained bis desire,, this worthy counsellor repaired to mount 
Calvary j and being assisted by Nicodemos, took the body down from ihe 
eross. The latter was formerly so cautious in visiting Jescs that he came 
Iff him Igr night ; but in paying the la/it duties to his Master, he used no 
act to conceal his design : he shewed a courage far soperjor to that of any 
•f the apostles ; not only assisting Joseph in taking down the body of 
Jesus from the cross, bot bringing with hjm a quantity of spices necessary 
In the burial of his Saviour. Accordingly, they wrapt the body, wtth the 
^ipices, in fine linen, and laid it in a new sepulchre which Joseph ha«i hewn 
out of a rock for himself. This sepntchre was sHoated in a garden near 
Aoant Calvary ; bat being not entirely finished when they deposited in it 
the body of the blessed Jesus, they fastened the entrance by rolling a 
, fery large stone npoh it. ' 

';; what a wondeiful spectacle was now exhibited in this memorablp 8e« 
j^lcbre! He who clothes himself with lisht, as with a garment, and walks 

Son the wings of the yfmd, was pleased to wear the habiliments of ninr- 
ity,.aod dwelt aipopgst the prostrate dead 1 Who can repeat the wo^'der* 
SIS troth too often ^ Who can dwell upon the enchanting theme too long i 
e who sits enthrone^ in glory, and dififuses bliss amongst ail the heavenly 
kost, was once a pale ana bloody corpse, and pressed the floor of this lit- 
tle sepnlchre ! Wonder, O heavens ! and be astonished O earth ! 

In that solemn hour how great was thy triumph, O death ! never did 
^ gloomy realms contain such a prisoner before. Prisoner, did I say ? 
Ko, he was more than conqoeror. He arose far. more mightily than 
Sampson from a transient slumber ; broke down the gates, And der7loli^hed 
the strong holds of those dark dominions. And this, O mortals, is your con- 
solation « security ! Jesus bAs ttod the dreadful path, and smothed it for 
yonr passare. Jesus, sleeping in the chambers of the tomb, has briiiht- 
9oed the aisilial mknston, and left an inviting odour in thot.e beds of 
.dost. The dying Jesus is your sure protection, your unquestmnab^? pass* 

K through the territories of the giave. Believe in him with all your 
ts, .and love and obey him, and yon will fird him the high, way to 
.Sion ; he will transmit you safe to paradise. Believe in him, and yon 
shall be no losers; bot unspeakable gamers by your dissolution. For hear 
what the oracle of heaven says on this impt>rtant point: " Whoso be- 
lieveth in me, shall never die." Death shall no longer be fnflicted as a 
:ponlshnient« but rather .Toncbsafed as a blessing- Their exit is the end of 
'tliebr frailty, and their entrance upon perfection: their !ast groan is thb 

pfeinde to life, immortality, and joy. 

t The women of GaKlee, who bad watched their dear Redeemer in bin 
last moments, and accompanied his boc^y to the sepulchre, obprrv'mg that 
tbk funeral rites were performed in a hurry a^rei^ among themselvek, as 
ioon as the Sabbath was passed, to relurii to the sfpulohre, an^ embalm 
Iha bo^y of tbeir great Saviour, by anointing and swathing him in the 

' M^imr thw fomMA Mmngit the Jf Wi» A^^rdingly they retonied t» 
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iht cHy. and pwcfaMei the «|MB» wrwry ipr tM i fiii? fUeaam 
warn ksviBf: lurDwkied only a «ist»rc ortvyrrfa and alKi fitfllKabovacadL. 

Tbe cbwf iirieiU aad Ffaritsn, dvruig Skne tnaaolMMi. na«Hibnii% 
tfMt j£»os M sw« ihM •oee pvadictad Im o«« vHwreciiM, cum to 
CW f^veniM-, and i«f«rfBBd Ufli aril ; beBSiae. aft tie aiiBa fkm^ lliil'ak 
Saard mfj^ be fiaccd aft ite aspakhpe, fen hift««plaB diMU carfy 
•My Ifai Mjr, and afira Ihit ke wai ritn fraa 4bB 4mI. WalUtp- 
piMd a iiiUc beXor« it ara* dait ia the evaaias, edM if Oaewigriftt 
liw nast 447, Imvaw t^Jrwibma iWr day afc aaa-atC Tliiiftf 
^•Pfl Wiais tlMWj^hi reaioaBtolc kf Pilitc, be gave thaai leave ta take tia 
■ranv eeMiert a* «Ivp« ptcMed eat of tbe cahert, vliiflh at Ifta ftatf «■» 
ipeai tke reetlc AnioMS end k«^ g:oerd in the f^Wnm rn mi Ike tfrtplii 
For (Imt 1IM7 w'-re r-t iemiib kat ili>BMa Seldiei^ wkaa Ika fnim 
eiBf 'lOf «d t4» weVh the wf#aiehre, it ftid t at Crea tkeir a ik i ag tkeai -of 
lk« leoWncr : kcsidee, whrB tke tM*tn icterard aritk Ike >a— of oaa 
fttviiMirt retorreclioe, the prirtU deeired them «• r e p ert tket kie d ii dpla a 
kad ftolea km aw«> whilr tb<7 klepl ; aad U e a co areg e tkea la fall tfiik 
ftilMkaod koidlv. firvmiicd, tbu if thrir negleet of dai^F cada to Ika gar^ 
arner'f caff, k<T'.'' "^^'^I*^* i»lKNild be cted to paoKj Uai aaddenvaf 
Ibem from any piinithm«iit: a promise which th^re wma ■• tMd of Itiak- 
'mfi to fOf tant* on'Jfr t)i«tr own immediate commead. 

Kow the prie'lf bavirij; tbai obtained a eaeid of Reami wl li er i, jweii, 
laag a«cateiDed to mifiiery diuiei, and therefore mofipnper far watdH 
iof thir body, t^t ou? with them to tbe 9epa!chre ; aad ta prevent tkami 
^ardt from combiaini; with the diMitplet in earryiag oa any fnod^ plaoed 
tliem at th^ir poit. and ft«a!ed the itone wUch was tailed to tba dbor-kff 
thif lepiiVcbre. Thus* whilst the priebts catttioaelj p taaa ie d to prefenl 
Ibe rcaurrection of oar great Redeemer from being pal med apan tbe world; 
«nd d'mbtlesa intended, after the third day, was peaed, to abaw, kn bodjf 
paMicly as en impottor, th^y placed the tioth of thv rta paa dea i ■rii a cla ka* 
yond all doubt, by furnishing a namber of onexcepttoaakla witpewei tof^ 
whoio testimony they themielvct coo!d not refase or gnnay, and Ibara* 
hrr, attempted to stifle it. 



CHAPTER XL. 

-■■'.-. 
J/ery Magdaline^ and the other Mary^ go out to view clr- Sefuickrt^ 
and bring Spices to embalm the Body of J p sua : A great EtnihgwtkB 
accotnpanies tke Resurrection : An Anf:ei descends^ and Jsaua fiitt 
yroifi the Dead : the Behaviow of the Jewish Btders theriufom. 



APTRR the tabbtth, Mary Magdalene and the other Maiy, «^««.. 
vary early In the morning to visit the sepulchre, in order to embaihi -aflr 
Lord*s body : for the performance of which they had, in canGeii.witb leear- 
al other women from Galileo, brought ohgocnts and spices. .Bol-.kefKa 
Ihcy reaahad the sepaichre, there was a great eartbqaaka <preeadib|^tka 
ipott memorable evitnt that ever happened amohgst the chilafea of '.-aitttt 
feke Msurraation af the Son of God from the dead : ^* Poriha angalafiha 
l^ord descended from heaven, eqd came aad rolled iMck the etonaMai 
the door of the sepulchre, and sat upon it : his countenance was likaligbtj 
ning, and his raiment white as snow ; and for fear of bim the kaepan did 
riMka, aad become as dead men ;" they fled into tbe city aad ibe .Savlodt 
of tka warld losa from tba dead. The angisl^ «rba kad tUI^ IkMt at upfl 



%e KfMHi/^Qfttecl bi« statimi* entered, into tiie sepiffelire, wot pffMlfif 
|lUeet the linen clotliet and napkin in the i>rder.tbey ware aflcrwwr^ 
tfoofid «nd observed l^ John and Feter. 

« ' tn the mean linie. Alary Magdalene and the otiher Mary were itill am 
their way to the lepntchre) together 'with' -Saloney who joined them on 
tlt'e road. At they proceedjed, on their wi^ they'contnUed «alettgit theniK 
ealvei with regard to ~ti|e method of.pntting their iniiBntioB ef emMmin^ 
the body af their helpved. Vaster in execation ^ particularly 'with retpedk 
to the enormoos-ftone which they had aeen placed there with the ntmest 
4lifiScttlty two days before : *' Who,**, aaid they, >« shall roll «• nway tbm 
«tonefrom the door of the sepalchre ?. fpr it was ^ery g-reat.^ Bat in the 
midlt of their deliberation aboot lemoving this great and -sde obitacle t# 
tl^r design <for It does pot appear they knew anything of the ^ard^ 
ibey liArnp tiMiir cfaa, and perceived 11^ was already rolJed away : alarmed 
%i 96 exiraerdinary and so anezpeded a circdmstanoe* Mary Megdalenft 
foncloded, that the stene eooldioot be rolled away withoat some dengn $ 
end that Cbc^who rolled it away coald have no other design, than ibtf -of 
itKmovingQiNi JLiOidt^ body^ and being convinced by appearances that Ibey 
tiad really vdoneao^ slie ran immediiiiely to iM*qaaint Peter and John « 
what she badeeeti^ and what she suspected ; leaving Mary aad Sal^«n'6 
there, that 'if the other women sheold arrive during her absence, tbef 
might acqnaint them with their surprise at finding the stone removed, and 
<»f Mary jtfagdaljsne's ronning to intbrn the apostlet of the extimord^MUf 
•vent. ■ ':t 

' The aeldiers who were leni^ed at seeing an awfal metsesfer from oa 
liigh reli away the stone from the door or the aepolcbre, and open it !• 
oaaijty of a servant, -^ed into the city, and informed the Jewisb rdlenr of 
these miracnloBs appearances. Thit acoonnt was*^ Mghly mortifyhsg to 
(be chief priests, as it was a proof of our Saviour's resmreetioo (bat oo«M 
not be denied ; they therefore resolved to stifle it immediate^ ; andlv ae^ 
cordjngly, bribed the soldiers to conceal the real fact, and to publish evey 
where, &at httdisdples had stolen the body oat of that sepolcbre. WJntl 
the body taken away while the sepulchre wat guarded by Itoman soldiera ? 
Tes ! the disciples stole the body while the soldiers sl^pU A story so in* 
coRsUtent, and which so evidently carries the marks of ifs own aenfata* 
tion with it, deserves no answer. The priests themselves could not be so 
■Uipid as not to forsee what constnietion the world would put upon* the 
relation of persons, who pretended to know tnd teU What wat done whilo 
tbe^ were asleep and In a state of insensilHlity* « 
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CHAPTBR ?LI. 

The Speech cf the Ans^ to ike Wowun^ U^armif^ them tha Jstos it 
risen r Peter and Mn go into4ke S em t kh^ i GiiRiiT mppuLrs ie 
Mlary Mogdaiene : The Company of iVamen Moutu second Tif^U tie 
iinest of Feteir and John: Jasus meets them: Mstry Jjiofdalene and^ 
the Compdny of fpomen return from liUtr severai hiesww* vsiih Jwr 

, sus : Peter runs to the Semdckrt u second iinUt mnd 3S he rei^ri»i 
.sees hU Great Idird emd Metster* 

AFTER Mary Magdalene was goie to inform the dts^nles Ihit tbo 
alone was rolled away from the month of the sepolohre, and tbe mppoioA 
1^0^ taken away, Ibry and Stlome dcew near towaidt tbe w^pkktf^ tasX, 



m LIFE OF JB8US CHRISt. 

at their orriniY found what thc/f expMMl, the body tif their ^lowd 
{one from the place where it. had been deposited by Nicodemai end Jotepk 
ef Arimatbea; bnt at the same time beheld, te their great mfltoniihmeA^ • 
beaorit'ol ^oung man, in Ihintog raiment, very glorieos to behotd, littlBtr 
«t the right side of the sepulclire. Matthew tells of,that it wu the angel 
^ho had rolkd Away the stone, and frightened away the gnardi fnm ih» 
•epulchre. It seems he had now laid aside his terrors in wbi^ ba wta 
then ai rayed, & assQmed the form and dress of a hnman being, in order thai 
these pioDs women, who had accompanied him daring the greatest part eC 
tlH' time of his pablie ministry, might not be terrified : bnt, notwitbitaad* 
ing h 5 heaaty h benign appearance, they were greatly attnghted, 4b on tte 
point of turning back when the heavenly messenger, to banish their fcan^ 
told them, in a gentle accent, that he knew their errand: '* Pear nal,'* 
f aid ho, ** for I krow that ye seek Jesus, which was emcified; He isoBOt 
here ; for he is ri»en, e^ he said ;^' and then invited them to oomedows 
imo the sepulchre, and view the place where the Son of God bad lain} 
that is to look on the linen eleths, and the napkin that was aboot bia bead} 
and which he had left behind him when he rose from the dead : for to tod( 
at the ptace in any other view would not have tended to confirm theit 
faith of his being risen. 

Greatly encouraged by the agreeable news, as well as by the iweet ae* 
rent with which this me^^enger t'rcm the heavenly Canaan delivered bii 
Bp^eoh. the women weni down into the sepnlchre. when behold another ef 
the ungblic choir appeared. Probably the one eat at the head end thl 
other at the feet where the body of Jksus had lain ; the position in whiol| 
they uppesired to Mary Magdalene afterwards. * 

However they did not yet seen! to give credit to what wai told them hf 
the angels ; and therefore the other gently chid them for seeking the bving 
amongst the dead, with an intention to do him an'-ofilce doe only to toe 
latcerj and for not believing what was told them by a messenger frott 
beaten, or rather for not remembering the words which their great Milter 
hadliiniseir to*d them with regard to his own resurrection: ** Whyaeek 
ye t^^s living amongst the dead f He is not here, bat is risen : remember 
now he spak-; unlo you when he was yet in Galilee, saying. The son olT 
man mest be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be omcifiedf and 
the ihird day rise again. 

After this, when the women had satisfied their cariosity by looking il 
the place where our Lord had lain, and where nothing waste befoaod ImI 
the linen cloths the angel who first appeared to them resumed the di» 
course, and bade them go & tell his disciples, particularly Peter* the glad^ 
tidings of his resurrection from I he dead ; that he was going before tbem 
to Galilee ; and that tliey should there have the pieasure of seeing bim in 
person. 

The disciples, it may reasonably be supposed, were ordered to go hrto 
Galilee to meet their great and beloved Aia&tcr, because they were now 
most of them in Jerusa'em, celebrating the passover ; and it may easily lie 
imagined that, on the receiving of the news of the Lord^s resorrecUon, ma- 
ny, \i not all of them, would resohe to tarry in Jerusalem, ii> expectatiim 
of meeting liim : a thing which must have proved of great detriment to 
them at that time cf the year, when the harvest was about to begin, the ibeaf 
of first fruits being always offered on th(i secondljay of the passover week. 
In order ihereforf» To prevent" their hlaying so long from home, the mei- 
Rige was sent directing them to retu.n to Galilee, with full assurance, ^kat 
they should there have thy pit asore of seeing their grieal Lord and Master; 
and by that means be happily relieved from the suspicion of his being ao 
impostor, which doubt'ess had arisen in Ihfir niiod^i, when they saw bioi 
expire on the cross. Ilereupcn the women, higMy dated with the new^ 
of their Lord's resurrection, left the sepulcbie immediately; and 'riw to etarj 
ibe disciples thr^e giad-lidiogs. 
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hi Cte nKin time, P^er and JoIib, htriiig been informed by Mtry Mef^ 
deleiie,that the itone was rolled away, & the body of Jesus not to be foond 
were bai^ning to tbe grave, and miit6d the women, who had seen Ihie 
Tision of angels. These (liseiples being astonished at what Mary Magda- 
lene had told them, and desirons of having their doubts cleared up, nawde 
ell the baste posMble to the sepalchre ; and John being younger than Peter 
flrrived at the sepulchre first, bat did not go In contenting himself with 
stooping down and seeing the linen cloths lying which hm been wrapped 
about our SariQUr's body. Peter soon arrived, and went into tbe sepul- 
chre, where he saw the '^ linen cloths lie ; and the napkin that was aboaife 
ins head, net lying with the linen cloths, bat wrapped together in a place 
by itself.'* 

' It is the opinion of some that our dear Redeemer folded up the wqriiiOy 
to shew the perfect calmness and composure with which he arose, as out of 
« common sleep ; but however that be, it is certain that he left the grave 
cloths in the sepulchre, to shew that his body was not stolen away by his 
disciples, who fn such' a case would not have taken time to have stripped 
ft ; besides, tbe circumstance of the grave cloths, disposed the discsplea 
themselves to believe when the lesurreetion was relsted to them ; but at< 
present th^ had not the least suspicion thai he was risen from the dead, aa 
the ane^els had afiSrined. f- 

Having thus satisfied themselves, that what Mary Magdalene had told 
them was really true, those two disciples returned to their respective hab^ 
itations : but Mary continued weeping at the door of the sepulchre ; she 
bad it seems, followed Peter and John to the garden, but did not retons 
with them, being anxious to find the body ; accordingly stepping down iov 
to the sepulchre to examine it once more, she saw two angels sitting, the 
one at the head,& the other at the feet, where the body of Jasus bi^ lahi. 
They were now in tbe same position, as when they appeared to the other wo- 
men ; but had rendered themselves invisible while Peter and John wevi 
mt the sepulchre, seeking our Lord. 

Mary beholding these heavenly messengers dressed in the robes of lichl^- 
was greatly terrified ; but they in the most endearing accent, asked her« 
^ Woman, why weepest thou ?" To which she answered, '* Because Umw 
bave taken away my LfOrd, and I know not where they have laid bim." 
On pronouncing these words, she turned herself about, and saw Jbsus 
atanding near her ; but the terror she was in, & the garments in which ha 
was now dressed, prevented her from knowing him for some time. Jsevt 
repeated th^same question used before by tbe angef, ** Woman why weep« 
est thou ?** To which Mary who now supposed him to be the gardher, an-* 
•wered, *' Sir, if his body was troublesome in the sepulchre, and thoa bast 
removed him, tell me where he is deposited, and I will take him away."— 
£ut our blessed Saviour willing to remove her anxiety, called ber by ben 
name, with his usual tone of voice. On which she immediately knew 
bim ; and falling down before him, would have embraced bis knees, accords 
Sng to that modesty and reverence with which the women of the East M-- 
luted the men, espedally those who were their superiors in station and 
dignity. 

Je bus refused this compliment, telling her that he was not going immedi* 
fltely into heaven : he was often lo shew himself to his disciples before be 
sisoeoded, so that she would have frequent opportunities of shewing her re* 
gard to him ; and at the same time said to her, ** Go to my brethren, simI 
say unto them. I aseend unto my father, and your father ; and to my God, 
end your God.^ Thus did the blessed Jesus contemplate with a singular 
pleasure the work of redemption he bad just finished. The happy relation 
•between God and man, which had been long cancelled l^ sin, was now re- 
- newed ; the Almighty who had disowned them on account of their rebels 
fion, was again reconciled unto t^m ; be was become their God and Pn* 
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tber : tkey were^xtltcd i# tiie iMoonble reltUon of QjiiitS'^^i!. . h ra U ir i W t 
^tod- the soni of God ; and. their felher lo?ed thepi witli m mdoctlot 
fcr'^ioMdibg that of the miMt tendjar hearted parent «pon earth. 

ThU fcindnef t of this menage seat by oar dear Redsemet to Iwi diief^ 
plef, will. appear ahoYO alloraito, if we remember their tate' tyehavknir^ 
Cbey iMd every eae of them fomtken Ifim in hit greate^tt extremi^ wbea he 
i#areeottrged and mocked hy the R#men soldiers,- derid^. hgy ^b motry'* 
3iBeB,and spitefolly treated hy ail, they hid tbemsehret fo i«me place ef 
e^foty, and- preferred their own secnrity to the deliverance of il^eir M«itjBri 
^hed he fainted under the herd^n of hU cross, not one ofitheia was tjara ie 
«ssiit.him ; Simon, a Cyrenian, was compelled by tl|e Roman sohbort-ti 
«ase bim of this ponderons borden. Bat notwithstanding they had refoN^ 
tp aftiiit their Master dnring hii'iuffi)i1ngs for the siar of .the world, begi^ 
cioasly, he freely forgave them ; he assored them of their pardon, and evmp 
called them by the endearing name oCteethran aotwithsUnduj^UiewAm^ 
er slighting conduct. 

We cannot help observing that there is temetlunjg very remarkable n| 
IhUpait-ofthe history: none of the apostles or male disciples werehotewf 
#1 with the first visions of the angels, or with the immecmte news of/ tt^ 
tfesarreotion of the Son of. G<kU nnch less with the appearance of JjEava 
himself. The angels in the sipalehre kept themselves tavtsible all the tiB4 
ttaCFbter and John were obiefvlBg the linen clothes; and satisfying 'them* 
eelves that the body of their Master was not there ; perhaps the inale dia* 
€iples in general were treated with this mark of disrespect, both heoanio 
Uiey had with shameful cowardice, forsaken their A^aster wt^eo |^ was be* 
Irayed into the hands of his enemies, & becaote ^eir faith was so weak t&a| 
Hiey had absolateiy despaired of his being the Messiah when they saw ttm ca^ 
pire on the cross : but bow different was that coadoct of. tl^e womeii ) i^i^ 
tng aside the weakness and timidity natarai to their «ex^ they shewed an «a^ 
eommon magnanimity on this melancholy occasbn; for in aonhradietioQ ta 
the whole nation, who with one voice required Jf sua tf> bci crncified as^ 
dbcei'v^r, thtfy prublaimed his innocence by tears, cries an^ lamentations, 
when 'they saw him led forth to suffer on mount Calvary ; accompanied 
him to the cross, tfae most infamous of all pnnishments ; kindly wait^ oe 
ftim in bis expiring moments, giving him all the coHsblatioii in tl^ieir pow^ 
«r, ttoogh at the same time the sight of his sufferings pierce^ them ' te 
the heart ; and when he expn^d, and was carried off, tKsy accom^nief 
bim lb hir-grave, not despairing, though they found he haq not deliveraa 
bimself, & to appearance was conquered by death, the universal enea^ of 
mankind, j^rhaps these pious women entertained some tsint hooe* thiii 
fte woeld stiii revive ; or if they did not entertain expectations of that ki^ 
they at least cherished a strong degree of love for their L««d, imd d^ct!^ 
aiined to do him all possible honour. 

It daay he observed, that a faith so remarkably strong, a love so mdeirtt.||( 
a fertilDde so unshaken, conid not fail of recieving distingoishing touaf 
eftbedtvine approbation ; and they were accordingly honoured wl^ &^ 
news of Christ's resurrection before the male disciples, ba^ tbieir 
cheered with the first sight of their beloved Lord,^afier be arose from 
chambers of the grave ; so that they pneached the joyful tidings of his re 
lection to the apostles themselves. But there seems to have tmea otKif 
reasons why our great Redeemer shewed himself first to the women {"'tifB 
tliooghts of the apostles were constantly fixed on a temporal kingSbm* imn| 
they had wrested all his words into an agreement with t|^at fayoarile ^ 
tioa ; and whatever they could not conscme ^s consonant to that bpinsip^ 
they seem either to have disbelieved or disregarded. 

I^ntwithslanding Jesus had foretold his own sutTerings no less than ia« 
iren different times, the apostles were astoniBhed above measure when tbejf 
WW him expire on the cross, immortality and terrestial dominiqii 
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to' iKeir' b6^, tba , tUtHifiMiiaet oT Oe l^ujab ; T^ 'WMab 
1^ (;b|BT twBil tiMt HutMd af MiVbbiii'g 'hintteirib the fiU. 
aefAn of nBimMf ^nlpire, bo hofl iiintber,dB|i«md Mmtdf Mm 4n Mbdltt 
dTcDcraiei, nor even freni dcitii, 'ltwj;(aTi; oner ill li'Dpei'afU*I>eI^KH& 
Meniah; ftps ti for Uii«rar[ect)tii,'thej teriiiedBot n tenenterUIneil 
Ue l«Bit notiaooTtf ;'w Ui'at 'WBep tbe newi «f ttii |t^, "^mt ttlt> 
boDgbttotheni, tbejueiiKdereid it utn itlloUIe, ^iit ndtM ilwwu|i^|p^ 
tiiej vere. more ■□bmiiaJTeio tfaelf Maji^'i inilnKtkiifi, toi Mniie^^^y 
iret* nibcli' kcUer pteparcd for tceine Un i|flicr FiT* n^^tirrcctlitD tban vi 
apottlH : ^ tbongli ibey diS dql eipcKl be woaM iiie Iron'OM 'Abfl, jA 
ttey were not ^jiidiccd igalnt it. 

., The ^attes, on IheotliEr hatid, not only absolutely rEJeeted the nialUr 
ftt first, as,^ thing incredible, but even after they were acquainted yitb 
Ibe account* the loldiirs had given of this great t ran laction ; nay, a.h^T 
|liej ^d lefb the blesied Jesus himself, gome of them vrere to unreason- 
able ft still to dubbl. Now inuch (atber then would their incn^dulrty have 
M tbetd'^i Boapect his appearing as an allasion, had he shewed himself to 
*^ID ! Tbrsereporli led (hem to recollect the arpumenta proper (ot i'l^ 

iiin^uera'to belieie ; partirularly tjie propheeies tbot had b^en to oflfh 
_ iii»er«l in their own hearing, concerning ills resurrection. fJcnce the 
«Ag*I*,!irlMn they to'd this event t<i the monien. and desired (hem to curry 
tbeocwiof itto his iii>ciple^ put them in mind of the preitictiom Jbsua 
fciAsclr Imd made, as a ci>Dlirn<'»tii>n of it. Hence we aUo gee the reason 
whj J*8iis^ before Se madii bini^setf knoifn to ths dibdplei at Kmmftutt 
pKpared.thnti for a discovery, by expoai\ding to (hem en the road, the ee- 
fef^lpRipliecies copcerning tlie ftUssiah, contained in the Did Teslankenty 
whicbbimrtolheybad little attended to, or did not understand. 

TUeimiipQny hf women, vn Have observed, returned to the «it. wliSa 
Peter, Jphn, ariid Mary Magdalene, were at the sepulchre. On their arri- 
nt tbaj'^jU as irian;^ of the djtc^ples as tbey conld fuid. that they ^a4 
WCo'atEie^'Wpulclirea viiien of nAgu!;, who nsaured Ihcm that Jesus wa* 
tlse'n from the deud. This new information astanishtd Ihc disciples «- 
•l*<edin|iy; and B»tb^ tad before seat Peter aid John to cxaraiM fnio 11m 
(nitli^wbat Mary HacJ^le'ne hBd'tV4 tbeni co'ncernlMtUie ^dj**,! be^r 
n^o*edodt ortheM^jinlcbt«'i<)'lbi*]( now judgei it bif;M| proper Ib atna 
tome of tbeirnanibet lo sec tK.e' angels, 'and learn From loem t{iejpyfa| 
tldlA^ if that 'greatltraoraction of which the tf4meD had given, tbeni u 
accoant. Iliat \t\iM was really the caaa,' appear* from what tbe'disqiiOott 
in their journey to Eoi'mifii, told Ihejr' great Lord tod Mastei ; n^ijiab. 
they, WMn' the women came asd told l(»etn Ititt tbey bad seen aTiiiaoflr 
aogels,. certain of their, njimber went to Um sepulchre, and found iteiMi'u 
ttie women tM Md,' bnt'iian not Jki vi. ■ ,. ^. 

We niay ventnre.to affirm, that thi s' second depafation from' the uwaCi^ 
did' not ^o alone ; for as Muy Magdalene relorned with IP^tqr aM^oht, 
wl|o were'ient to examine the Irt^th of bet information, m> the wp-ncnvtfit 
broDght aif account of the vision of angeli in till probability nuo^^ whft 
tho«e wKo were ftrrt tobe wilaenei of the trtrtb of their repME; beiida* 
curiosity they had an errand thither. The angels had exprfesily ordercA 
them to tell the news to Peter in iiarticular ; for which reason, when they 
underateod that he was gan^ to the aepnlebK, it is nalaral to thinli tfasy 
would return with the diiaples to seek him. About the time that the diiet' 
pie* & women tet out for the lepnlchrc, P^r & John reachrd the city, bnt 
passing through a diflerent street, did not meet their brethren in the way. 

Having a great desire to reach the iepatebre. the disciples soon left tb» 
women bebiiid, and just as tbey arrived, Mary Magdalene, having seen tho 
1-iard, was comiag away ; but they did not meet her, b;canie they entered 
the garden at ona door, while she was coming out at anotber. When 
litej etme \o the aejiukhire, l&eji la^ tbt angel*, aad lef eiyed fros tbof 



ftl LIFB OF JBSyS GHUaT. 

the newt of their blefsed miter's ntoireetioB rfbr St. Lake lellf n%i •* Unf 
foand it even as the women had said.** &ighly elated with their sneeess, 
tbej departed aod ran hock to the city, with snch exped|tlon«..UH4. tl«j 
gave an aceoont of what they had seen in the hearing ox the two diseUes, 
befofe'Mai7 Megjelene arrived. Nor will their spood eppev atiU jm^- 
Me, if we consider that the natnre of the tidinp the apoitiM hid tp. ituiy 
gtvo Ihe'm wings, as it were, to make their brethren partakeca of iMtjay 
at this surprising event. 

The company of women who followed the diseijplea, bappeniqgln tha 
mean time to meet Fster and John, went forward in qoest of thcii|8 hat 
they had not cone far from the sepnichre, before Jaaua himself mat thaia* 
and said, ** All hail l** On wlach they approached their groat Lord and 
Master, '' held him by the feet and worshipped him.*' This favawr ff 
•mbracing his knees, Jcaua had before refosed to Mary Mag^alaoa, im* 
canse It was not then necessary ; bat he granted it to the woman, hwama 
the angel's words having strongly impressed their qiinds wjlh tha notkn fC 
lus resurrection, they might have taken his appearing, for an illnsioB oClfc^ 
own imagination^ had he aot permitted them to handle him, and contiBiai 
themselves by the nnited reports of their senses: besides, if opr Lord .in- 
tended that Mary Magdalene should go away as fast as possible^ and pob- 
]ish the news, he might hinder her from embracing lua knaa^ to praia tt 
Iier lonng any time before she returned. 

These (mous women having tarried some time with Jaava on tha raa^ 
did not arrive with the joyful tidings of their great Mastar'a rasiyiaclioB, 
tin some time after Peter and John ; and perhaps were ovartakan liQf Ma- 
ly Magdalene on the road, unless we suppose that she arrived a few mlmitat 
wore them. But be that as it may, this is certain, that th^ arrived ei- 
ther at or near the same time ; so tbst their accoanta of Una tainaiau 
event tended to confirm each other^s belief of it. .. " 

The relation of the women having fil|ed the disciples with aitoaislnncal» 
they considered the account they had before given them, of their hndog 
seen a vision of angels, as an idle tale, and now they seem to Imva «aa7 
dered this as something worse ; Cor the evangelist teUa us, <* theybaJJawB 
not." Pteter, ind^, to whom the angel sent the message, was dlspond 
by Ms sanguine temper to give a little nore credit to their sroida tfaaa Iha 
rest ; possibly because the messengers from the heavenly Gaoaan, hajl 
done him the honor of naming him in particular. Elated with tha 
paid him in particular, (e immediately repaired again to tha sapL- 
noping, in all probability, thtt his Master would appear to him or at 
the angel who had so particularly distinguished him from tha rail of Mi 
f>rethren. -' 

When Fster arrived at the sepalchre h» stooped down ; and aauag Us 
linen clothes lyin^^ in the same manner as before, he riewed their positiaa, 
the form in which they were !aid, and returned wondering giaatly f^-M 
himself at that which was come to pass.'' In all probability, it waaooA 
that Peter was favoured with the sight of his Master. 1 Cor. x%6 ; for 
the evangelist tells us, that it happened on the day of oar Uamad Satioar^ 
resurraction. f 
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NOT long nWr tli'e wonipn'i flfst re! urn to the aise'plsi with tbs 
.._.v3 that thej ha^ s«en'a vision of unt'cli, who lotJ Ihitn, that Jtsts w«i 
I'isnn from the deai, two of the brethren deparUd on Iheir jnurnej to jt 



village callecl PJmmauj, about two niiles disUnt from ji 
VonPern Ihijy wprt inon acconct of the aeaLh of the! '" 



JiTUiBlem. 'Oip 

. ._, -- -. --, -- .. - g/tat 'a^li belovei 

%ia9ier; was snSieie'nt!} visibie in their gounietiBncpa ; and ui thej purjueJ 
iherr jnornej talicing with one ahnlhcr, and debating ubobf the [liingj that 
jiad lirtelj happeneil amongst them, concerning the life anddoeirine, thp 
lufferings aiid death of tfie holy Jesus and of the report that was jui 
Vpfeail'amfingst hi* disciples, of )ijs being thai Very mcrhifg rijtn ftom 
yje de«J, Jesus himself overlook them, and joined their cnujp.-.ny. ' 

■ Appearing litte a atririger, IHej did. not in the lesjt flisl"';:!, that thejf 
(Ibw-lravelter wia no Other thaii (he great Redeemci of, tW suns of i^e'n. 



i6 cIuseIj engage^ them ii; conversation and wliy' thej appeari'd 
.'oWhit and dejqcted, asif thev !)i"l niet vvltb lome Heavy diiiaipoin;me[;^'(iit 
Ve a.nticlion ? . '■ '' 

- ; Cleojihi^ one of the dfjciptcj, bfeifig surprised at tie qaejliofl, replierf, 
i» .it potiif'"! 'bat jou cBTi-fae so gr^at a stranger lo the afiairii of-^ 

■World, BS to' Wve been at' JeVuJa.'eiii', ^ liot ha.VB beard the surptfiihg events 
that have ha'pticned l^ere : events (h^t hare astonished the ivh^Ie'cil^v aliS 
ire now the cirj'lant tnpjc of conversation oitiongst all the inbabltanta? 

■f Esrs anawcnd, What jurprisljiE events do yon mian ? To ^ibich Cteo- 
bhu's rt^ptied, The lrail*aclitftis WbTeh tave hajippntd concerning Jt.u5 6'f 
Kaiareth, who appi^arpd as a gnjst'nraj.het and teacher s»nt, from God; 

4nd accoidingly wa« highly vetieia'ted amongst the pco'pfe, for the tsceir 
■lencj'Df his doclrine, and the namber, benefit, and ^realhess of hi> miri- 
Eles. Our chief.priesls and elders, therefore, eni-jmg him ai oJip ivBft 

:lei8ened their authority ovei'tjie people, apprrbendi-d hind, and fiiuiid mi^an* 
(xi pal him to death; hut we firmly believed he would liave proved himself ifie 
Wessiah or great Deliverer' and this persuation wea Jijng time iuppoilej, 
tibr were WE *^ll;ng to abaii'dpn it, evtn when We sa^v ^iui piit to dealh: 
but it is now ihcee days fines' tli^se. things wetd "done,' 'and ihtfrfofe Ip^'^Q 
to fear we were ml'slaltcD'eorieerninghJ'jIi. . ■ ■ ■ r,, 

A thing indeed hlpppncd Ihii v'trs oiornlnn;, which e^trcmi'lv 5ur|iriile'i 
hs and'we ate very solicUoas with reiard fo ihe evenl. 'Some w'uium wljp 
£ad entertained the eanie hO|Ms'Hnd expeetitiona as ivp. ^'^ii>g ear'y in Iha 
Jrornlng to pay their last dnties to their Master, by eiDtialm-''g h'^ tvi^t 
Returned wiLh great haste to the cit;^, an'd informed ns. that they bad been 
lit the sepalchre, but were disappointed in finding the boiy ; anfl'to Irfi- 
crease our lurpriiie, they added, that Ihey had seen a vision of ungetif, 
who told them that Jgsus was riien from the dead. This relal^of'sp; 
(leared at lirst to us at an idle(ate,altDgMherincredible;hiit iwo of thi'.co'ds^ 
pany going immediately after to the sepnlcbre, fonnd evry Ihin^ fxactl* 
M (he women bad reported ; they uw the angels, but'heard not ary thiDg 
f)f the body— so that we aie t^ill iadoobt and pcrpleitity with rigacd to 
this wonderfol event, and what the end of IhesR tilings will be. Jl'.sus. 
replied, why are ye so very aveibe to believe all that th<> prophets havA 
With oBe voice predicted concerning the Messiah? Is it not dearly, ami 
my expteu\y foictoM, io all the' f ropbttic wriiinj^^ JJiat ll wit tpjiolDted 



ff^ LIFE OP JBSUS Cll^l.aT, 

bj the eniiDcil or Omnlpotaaca for the U«*iHh to •uAer ia Ihii tan- 
nir and tbat after iBUalniDg th gmteit iiiili||nitiM, Rpraacb, «ii4'«M^ 
tempt from the iMlioo and pemrMDMi of vukbd, Mit, ew imdurg ih* 
H Ignamialoii* and cruel Ssalli, to be ezelted ts ■ elorwat- ud ibniM 
klnHoin— And bavtng MSd this, be began at tin wcWngiof UotH^lIn^ 
•xpTained to them in'order, til Ibe principal pMeagei, betb in tbt btekk 
arthit greet legtilitor and the milingf of tba «ttiw prapheti, MlyiDi W 
bii gwn lufiWiDgi, death, and gloriou* rcsarrcctivn, ai predicted oftBi u . 
liiii he did. i*(th Mcb larpriitng phiancM. deatacM, tndatni^h, tbat 
tbe two diwiplei hot nt impecting who be mi, were ai medi ^qMnd 1^ 
Vnil a itrinecr Hi"nEll acqaaiDted with all that Jsaca did and ■■Anfi' 
M thej at nnl wondered at Ui appwring to Ibe'lolally i)>norant of theaft 
tra'DHetion*. The; were alio aatoniibed to heai tiim mltrpiet, and appW 
Ihc Scriptnrei ta UmrpreNOt pnrpDw.'with Meb readincii and conTlocity 
clearnrii of anument, ai WTiiea wilb it a rtiwi^e and onuwal autlMriy 
and tGnef. Wben Ibererorc thej caoje to Die village whether Ihey wert 

!;ain^, and Jrici leamed ai if be mold baye passed on and ttavellg^ 
orthrr, Hfiy, itirm* of hit cotnpan;, 'prcMed bin, in Ibe itnfn£e*t jcatM ( 
nef, to tin; with tben that niglit, at It. wai then late in IheeveiiiH.' '" 'I? 
.' The great Redeemer i»r maAlnd eanieDted to Ibii reqaeit, and.,"^ 
tIifTwe<e Mt dourn to fupper, be toqk bre^d,, and gave tbanki to Goft 
*na'bi^e' K, aiM'gkVe it Ip^bMB fn lb«iaiM onnner he a&ej }o d'o whW 
lM"e«nnTted witH'tbcili ppon earlli kfwi kl*<^lh- This ffRgaged tha^ 
jutenlion, and tofkihg tteadfhttly on bim, tlieyjwrceiTe^ itVas^beir R^ 
imJbeloved Master;' biit they had then liollra'o to«Kpreit tlielrjoy an^wr 
lonlibmeot to (beii benev»Ieat Hedeafnv.i^Aif- he vanished out. of ibok 
'tight immediately. ' t 

J<o tnoner did thev perceive Ihat their Slasfcr Wat dfpnrted, then tbel 
l(]d one to anolhrr. How fIow and feltipld w^rK we berore, not to iiQml 
hiin nn the road while he eliptaincd to as the Scriptures ivheri beiido: IH 
feflTaBiRIj of his'dibcoufse, and the atrenglih and ciaarneti of fais argumen^f 
-we perceived sach, an antlionty in what he said, and such ■ powerful em 
CHCy attending his itonls, and slnE:iiig our hearts with affi'ctioa, u in 
'coald not hat hare Ifnowri, if na iiad net been rcmaihab'; slujud, la harf 
been the vf ry sanle that uted tu accompany hit ttacbing, and wns peculiaf 
" ■'--r 3Itt8l*r, who fp»!;e as never man spolic. 



After thii lutpHiir^ ev.e^i. Ihey did not t|iinl( proper ,to stay an* longet 
)r .EinmBus hut^ returned that very night (o Jeruialem and found the apnif 
ties with severd otlirr di&eiplet di sen lining about the re>uireclrou. oF iDuf 



. Bf Slier ; arid (in their entering Ihe room, the dlteiplei accmted tlie% 
laying, '* Tlie Lord is risen indeed, and halb appeared i^nto Siraon," ,; 

TTie rppprls of the women were little credited, lupposing tliey w«« 
Jl^emiiffnvi more by imagination than reality ; .but when a- perionof $i- 
iM>ii'i'iM.i)Bci<y and gravity declared he had seen the Lord, tiKJi began Iff 
jtl^nt thai he was really risen frpm the dead. Their belief of Ihii wM 
ClCaflj confirmed by the arrival of the two disciples from Emmaait who 
n'cliiRd to (heir brethren, how Jescs had appeared tn them on the'roaJ 
iind bow they diicovered him to be Iheir Master, bj bis breaking of breadv 
when he lat down to topper with them. 

Durin^this convenatioh of ihedisciplts from Emmaus. describing'tlie 
Ij^niier of llic appearirg o( Jcbus to Ihem, and olferin^ argniitenti ^ 
•Anvince those who doobted the truth of it, (heir great Master hiinMU 
put an end to the debate, by ttanding In the midit of them, md'-uuii 
** Peace be onto jon." 

Thediiciplet were grealtj terrilied at thit appeartoce of ovble«e4 
Sadonr. toppoHtig tbey had »een a ipirit ; for ■■ the; bad aecnrad tba 
doon of tba boote where they were aiaembM for fear of Ibe Jew*, «nd 
JuDs bamnf opeud tbc lotki, bjr Ui mincalaqi power, wilbnill* 



kttMrMg« pf any In Ito kMil.V 11 w«l niAiirtl Ibr llim te iklitk tbat 4 
MJjfitMl 'Mibiitmiioe^ooljr .iOMlA enter* The eircuinitaiioa tlMrefore of Ui»> 
AmiMng dMi £i rciry htppHj n&aati^ntd by St Jobo ; baoMM it tof- 
fsttfH ire«S(Ah.w(iy Ite dtlcfples took thoir.MtiUr for c ^ric, noiwitS*^ 
Mmhig imihy of tbcili'«ei« ooiiviiioed4hot.be wm reaUj rii«a from iho 
dead, ond -wore thot'inoittofit obnfersiog oboot tbe eventi 

Howoter, to diijio^ tboir fewt^aird doubti ; Jesvo camo forward ipaka 
to then in the moilr ^tnde^lng accent^ thawed them hif bandi ano'jjbit 
fait, and derired theai to hendte him, ip order to aonviiioe tbemialfoibf 
the nafted- report of tbaif different' ieniei, that it wai be hintelf ; and m 
Me-streor apparitfoart^ ***Wtiy are ye tronbled,*' leid the bonovolent Re- 
deemer of manltind, " and why do thoaghts arise In yoar beartt? Behold 
my banda and ni* feet,^lhat'it is I myself- 'baadJo me, and sea ; for O' 
i|ifrit hath not Seih and bones, as ve eeo me have." Lake xxiv. 38, dd. 

By these 4nfalhblo prooft^ the discipleB were euffleiently convinced o( 
tbe tmth of their LonFe renrroDtion, aad they reoeived him with rapture 
and oxnHation : bat their joy and wonder had lo greatfao affeet on their 
minds, that aomtf of tbem, sonsiUo of the great ooattoti#n they were iq, 
iMs^ond^ tboir )»elief, tiU they bad- consldmd the matter mora oalm^ : 
Jeivs tberefbro knoarlng their thoaghts called for meat, and oat with 
thetn^ ill order- to prove-more folly the tratb of his resortreotion from tho 
dead, and -the reality of i\i proseoee .with them at this time. When «Ie* 
ivafiad given tins farther ocalar demonstration of his having vaoqnished 
the ^o|^ei^ of death, and opened the tremendoos portals of the gravo^ ho 
again 'repeated hit mlotHtion, '< Peace be ante you ;'^ adding. The mma 
commission that my Father hath given unto me, 1 give unto you; .go v^ 
Dierefbre intoeve^ part of the world, end :preach the gospel, to all the 
obildren of men. Then breathing on them, ho laid/* receive ye the 
Holy Gho^'* to direct and as^styon in the exeeation of yoor commit* 
lion : ' whosoever embraces yoar dootrino and sineereiy repentt, yo shall 
remit his tint,' and yoor sentence of absolution shall be rati Aed and con* 
firmed in the courts of heaven : and whosoever either obstinately rejects 
yoar doctrine, disbbeyi it^ or behave himself naworthily, after he bath 
•mbraced it, -bis tint shall not befor^ven him; but thfi censore ye ^all 
pass upon him on earth, shall be con6rmed in heaven, to his ccmdemnatfon^ 

At this meeting of :the apostles, Thomas otherwise called Dtdymus was 
SEbient^ nor didthia happen witboot the special direction of Providence, 
that the partionlar and extraordinary satisfactkMi which was afterwarda 
granted lltm, might be an abundant and.nndeniable testimony of the troth 
of olH* blessed tevidor's resorraietloo, to alt sncceeding generations. Tho 
rest of the -apostles therefore told him, that they had seen the Lord, and 
repeated lo mm the words he had delivered in their hearing : bat Thomaa 
leplied, TUfevent ts of soch great Iropoitaaco, that nnlew, lo prevent all 
possibility of deception, I see him with my own ejes, and feel him with 
ny own hands, pnttiag my fingers into the print of- the nails whereby ho 
was fastened taihia cross, and thrasting my hand Into bis aide whioh. the 
foldier pierced arith a spear ; 1 will not halievo that ha is liseairfrom the 
dead in reality and trulii, as ye affirm. • . «i ^ 

' Wo bave^apw enumerated, in tho most axplieit manner, thoimnsae* 
trans of that day in which the great Redeemer of mankind arose from 
the dead ; -aday highly to be remembered by the chHdfen^of men throogb- 
out all'generations ; a day, in which was fnlly :completed and displayed the 
conccptiona lodged in the breast of Infinite Wisdom from- all eternity ; 
^ven these thoughts jef love and meroy^ on which the salvatiGn.of the 
World depended. Christians have, therefore, the highest reason, to- solem: 
nine this day with gladness each returning weelc, by oea&ing from their 
Mmir, and givinj^ op themselves to prayer,, picas meditations wokd othet 
exercises of religion. The redemption of mankind, which they weeklf 
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t« b« aqiHlM, Vtd wJmh io«r4 neittwr kngUiof time, not fieqaent r^ 
«iti*h)(ail «ilb«r U[tl!4 erdtainiiki KreMoibles the tu. iviuafa "A, 
■fcAald dwAf « tba mmb glarlnt vad kaiMHit objent ; for U^. beae& IM. 
tpfahwtt ill tl^X ** >»MV •(<■■ ■■ fr«ih akd beioLifi)! u eyei, tnd n^I 
klmjueontinoeUif f*iV«v fNTwEang Id the raeraarie* of ail rfUOnftbl^ 
britiH ibvufli tb* eadlSM reTDlqtlcM of etcriritj. Kedcnptioa U ikar 
(trigmMt nhrw in «hieb w* cootNtpUe ibe gooilopit of the Almi^tjlf ' 
ftt^ pAi are oalj mitn fpin Iha tfiviN trauurei I>dl irdentptioa open* mu 
Im4 ilvatt N|i(U oliaqiti %\\ tho •!•■«• o{ ^ik grace. Mi* il be coniUnt|£ 
tfaa r«v(iprit« trfl^l pf oomodiUtioBfi nure deJi^hilai lo our mawjl.' 
ibind* ihas mvl*""'* tt* >i"!kWiia* MT I Miy it be (he ilarling thenft' 
of (iiT diicoKMi ; iVBOl*^ M> ODT Urngvi thm ibe <Iroppint[> of tbe lion^' 
cMDbtOtb« ia*tel Rh]P it be oqr cl^iicut comfort, tbCoogh all tb« chMr 

Eaf this mortal Sf^', Vi<l the remivg cMdml, even in Ihfl list Bxtreliu*-f 
of dlHOlutiOD HmK ud apM the t«;|(| air^BrKva I 

: After oargKMiABdcpmir hid beM (!■»■ mbl Ars from tiwdkMt ^- 
^iM4li>ini>drae*iBt«lui ditciplM' i*lnle TboraM wu-witk fha^ «w 
QptnidadtWtd^dpbrHhMfifcliefi b«t ^itomng &# i^ ^ m^ wit 
UatofUi« PfaariwPi. iprncead from « wiclwd laindV bat Itmid •» halMt 
V«i, tn4 ■ rioAera deiire af baUig nlii^ ^T' ike uotfa, tit aildra|M|' 
kimietf paitlcolarljr u hii tadrting diicifda: ThoBwi, nift Wt 'i^iiift' 
ttan «>ilt not-bacoiiteDtBd ta wly m the tefUnoajr of otfiMit '>lt I — * 
kti-cMvTitced^ tbeesuTipBe««f thy«WB •«•««■, ketn,tdtl« «r~ ~' 
Mj band*, Mdrtedi Wber tl^ haad, Bnd thtqit it into tm i 
d»ata no joiinr of tlw railHr of i^T '*'<'r'^i*'t'f'**o t^" WnL 

The ineredBiMM dite\fit \aitttdi»ltlj eb<^ thn UM invjtalia tttUk- 
llBiter ; aad being rally MtUfied according to U) tvn '*e^i*. ^■fit m tf k 
1 ha «b«ndanitr oaniiitodi that tfaon art jndead my IfBrdj th» am mm 
4l*t WH cfveified ; Midl«ek<M>wle4gethj Alnoigbly p)war,ifmwil«t 
un^M arerJeall], lal worship tbee' as my CBd and ^i^loar. 
.. Tha bictwd ifesfts npliad, bec*DM llion Jiait «th h«(i MM^W 
Thoraat, tban baA betieftd that 1 am r«rilrfl«» fuMibe ^bM. BMMIt 
petlMf wbb.whkutanchcfidaaceor'tbe koh*, itialtdM" rHdllfoMl||tt> 
i»on;,li^#ill)Bgtoiie[ie<re.«n4«inbraae lliedat:trine,wbiclit«bd>'M-gBB|l^ 
^Io:lbefc1or;ar€o4 and Uw Miction «!' BUfriitBd. '■ ' -■ 

'TU^BUetJmputitpearfd, aecoKAtos «o St. Jabn, on aBfaiV "t^V 
VCeatiori to bl* dMplei aftar M* ra^amebmi ; Bad t? Buay ItAiiM;' 
yroafi, iiDlmnti«!aea^fbeevBncelM«,fBllycH*HMad4ben»4rtWfi^ 
»tiae allar Ui paHiDn : but that Uioic^Khicli aw ojiBBtHiMA. pLtnataNMH^^' 
^aoadentta B)diic«n<m ta belief ihtfjKH; a WaitliB^M nCtiHt -m 
ftMjCcNiib.n alten fareiold bf UK wkmij: |M«pbet%; 4^1 <i^ «( 
ltKa«i of that bi^M^ tba^ mtj obuia everJaiting We. «\ -tb« lta|l|ij wjIWHi. 
<afltbe be««BDl;: Canaan, and thwe ad«n ftnd.prbiw^iiiB -brerar- ' 

J[«tiDBte*%<fi^b^.tlieangaU,B»d atlatmfd* in p^ersOa. -Mdnaf ItK 
Atciplebto ripBirUAtiftr<nvip'ee»ive habltalioo* in iJalilea, it it jiwibwMh 
^Ibinktber troald lewc jwoMlcRi'^ *wa a* pemUa, TUf -thufMip' 
cordlngi; did, and on their «rrival at thtir teipectiFs plaav DjFflw^ailS^ 
|>lied'>bMdMlMtt(?4ali'ti>«al'eaaQpaticiiis; 4Bd ^ apMtlM ia » nBB » tf 
*l|«ifoHtr«de-fttrfi*ngQO*he l«ke«ftJberion. Hareltaj «n;B;tBi«t| 
^ihUieir Dcti^e^r^flyjirUieliponing, andtaw J«a^B«tBndJfli m*Sf 
•hofe, but did not then hnaw:bim to be their Hatter, ^ it m* I't1t%f 
^■rk, aiKt thecal a eontadcteble rfiftanac froai'tiun. He, bo^#Mib«iM 
to them, and aiJied if'the; had taken any fiib; to n^jc^'ibaT mlaaiiB^- 
they bad ataght nothing.: V.then deiired thEtifU) let idaiM4Jh«^ MM «■£ 
the right ^ideqf the bn&t, and thsy vfanuM not be djaappoiotad; VI>B4ti^ 
«iplei imagining thit be might .b« an^sainted filh the ^aC4i-«rq^4fi 
IjiJMtf, diriMbig JM^ireetad tbtat, ««! mclond in Ib^ mti* 'awH' 



«f b>n.>mt. t)w« me not. ftUa to inm it iMa tlit ^:. '^^ 
d to |i^ jt,|f^r )«im m t&e nler lawtit t^ kod. 
.jl.l«ttW' * "Wflli'-tff ^ |f«!F«^ng "Ik** •" •» pnrpoiej c-j* 
rt Micll VitmkrkaNe Midsu «(iafit mnt fiil or e MM JHg nriomi ««i|i.''c. 
IP MI»W^ ^Pi F'^ri ^^C!l^ -^^ *^ itruni on ttw dun, ulia bai 
n|.lbeii) ;^ 1>*m ¥"!l^ '^^'"■V <!' *^ «i*^u dapMcd Aej cmid 
t. infagiiM lAo lie w.m ; 1r^ olhcn «era peraiidc4. tW lbi> amo^ 
^i|i»'ollmr fhiBllieir gmtand bdon4 Haitv. Jobn wu fbl^ MOr 
^need of hii being Ike Lot4, mpd v^^f^Bmpj told hU tbooglit* to -SiiiM 
Bter ; i|rbo miking no doubt of it, girl oakii Siher'tcoBt, Mid leaped inta 
ne Ma, in older to get ubon toooor than the bott could be brooght la 
tM>d,dn£giogafterit«M(fi|H«(«dA'.lwgo&tbM.M wero alnoit readj 
to MBb it. 



Tbe diidplai, when tlwT eune ubon, foind e fira kindled, end on it a 
fi(h broiling, er ' _..... 

^mpanj, Jeb 



it MiM braad : boi neither being lofEcient for tba 
B Ind then] bring wme of llie fi>b thej bad no* caught, 
««4 tantari Uww to aat mtk Un- Tboi did ttw t^ied Jsapa prov* 
HJiaB t« bia djtcipl**. Um n«litr of kfi ^cfBrrt^ttoi, not onlj hj c*Ung 
inih tbt% bqt tjf imking « nunele ti^o that Khicb, at tu beginning nf bU 
niniatr;, bad inaje |odi an impnaiioo apon then), ai diipoHd them to ba 
Ui eonalMt rollom*. Thti trytbe thin) Utne that Jk^o^ appeared pab- 
fnW ^ • gif*^ oviilbf t nf bii (liteiplei in « bodf , beiidei bw ibewing bipta 
•^^ paciiciilar parfogi, i|pon .'ipecial occawooi, and at diren tiinea. 

After ttia} had e»(fq|,Jii^u!i reminded P<ter hot« diligent ud cealoni ' 
tl^Mifbt to be, ia order to ^i^n^th^itaJo of bi« denjiiig bim. whan hf 
4at carried twforo^be tticb^iwit- " Sio^oD, *Da ofioqai," Hid nnr blev 
iada|*i?0Br(a Mo>> Kt tOfiB wtn ^(ViloPi and aSEjCtionate to inj- ion to- 
imda m*, tba« Ae rod of dv vvlfjst? To whii^ PeL^f »D«were^^ 
*!.Y«*<J^: tl^kr^oqM(tl>ttlll>'« thee." {I? wa* laught mods!^ 
MB dindODH Iw bii late fHll : and therefore, woqU QoV compare ^imwW 
Mtb other*. bnthimUf appiq»M to hi*l^a*ter'« o^ijic^nce. Tor tbe Bipf 
fantr«f hi' regard to biox. Jk*ii» apiTcred, E^prewihen Lb; lore toi. 
IWdfAM iatitv^atna flock cocvrorttfj tn thy ct»r^c': "feed mi 
l4«aha. feed lajr Sbeep." I well know injeed, cnnliQBfj "ie bteii^d^B- 
Ha, ^itf Uwif Yilt conliniie my faithful »Iiepbefd Fveiji. until itHh : Tor 
Uw time vill come when Ibon.who npv ^rdtj^ on Ihj fipFicr'i coat vnlon- 
fkrily, and itretriiedeit oat tbjr handi U> corns to me, ihall ig thine ol^ 
~|9itegii;t tao^rvaod fo.rcedto itcetchaDttbj. band* PC*>J>*t tby nill, 
a » wi ^iUtitt nwuv* fv tlw w,ke of ibj &Wliitiojt ,fiwaiion of mj^ 



tW ba ^wU 9nl(r maer ma.ity^oja fpr the glory of God, and tC lea^ 
tlmony of tbe truth of the Chritttan letigickp, iik^ be h>u( b^ in(trumcni- 
fl in propafiBtiflc I9 (be a>orld. 

The idi«vH V aaiog now «bont to Bieet- tbeir great Lordand Alaitert 
ftlPH^itV ht tl^ HaK^ei ha bad Knt tbepf by tbe ifoipm. %i>d having, Iq 
■fRptnbabiUty. apfwintad tbii meeting at loipe forniet appeataner, not 
mantiooed fay Ibe efingclicts, the bret^^en kI oift for the laoant^ia iit 
flaliln, pwhapithatoji wbirh he was tranifigured. Here five bon'drett 
ftf them were gatbcfed logeCliei', vaitios the joyral iigbt of ihrir greBt 
JfMter, af^ Iw had. iriumpbEd "ve; ilr^|i attd the Kra^e ; aoatp ofAem 
||lt ha^inf jat accn him afler his [<t>arr«ctiQn from tne d«ad. 
. 'I^ diKipIe^ did &ot wait loDg bel'ore Xasvs opiicared, on which Ibel 
tRpre aeiaed wiib ^tore;~8nd wiLh be«rt» over(|oTiag witb_ gladneia, 
Utry mpfr^fid^ thar kind, Uicir hancFotent Mastei', and worihipped him. 

erne few iadcci ^«btcd. .it being a thing agreeable to nature for men tQ 
aEraid to balioTe what tbey rehemeDlly wiih, le»c ib«y)bonld indulge 
thiwfelTftiafdie joyi, whkbtaaiiiilikca tpfiraiDg clond< £^ Ja«u4 




(Eto LtrCS OF JESUS CRRIST. 

afUnviHs appetred freqiiBnily to than, and m«all of UmiIi fl|n Mfij^'^ 
lioa, aod iaslracte4 them in man/ ihingt matiog t9 ibwr, nraacHli|gJhc 
|iwpe1, caUUUliiai^ the chnccb, aad ipraadiiig k thnivfli Ute.kamrn 

•©rid- ■ . . ..J, 

Oar b la iiad 8aTioar,.aiUiar ai hi! appaarance on the iiioaiitai|i,!aaf ani| 
aobaaqoent appearance, not mentiooea bj th^ evangeKtU, MobabJ|y araara*; 
ihaoi to retaro to Jergtalem, at ha proposed to aieeiid?iib^ .into |pirf» 
frofli (be lop of the moaot of OKvei* 7.. , 






CHAPTER XLIIL 

jtsiui ascends into Benven : TAt principfU JrgumBnts of tins -^<4^, 
i^ffMiii ifiir hltU9d Savioui^s Resurrution eansidtftd rnnd rtfyls4i 
HejUcHons on this Life and Doctrine of cur great Redecfker. 

ABOUT twelve days before the feast of Pentecost* called in tha 
law iktj^t of weeks^ and nearly forty days a(Ur onr blessed Sanpqr 
arosa from the dead, the disciples repaired to Jerustileniy probabljf lo C^^ 
formity to a comnnand given them by their great Master at one df hb ap? 
pearances ; unless we simpose they went op to that city, iniNrder to pmg^ 
and prepare themselves for the solemnity now approaching. ^ ' ,\ 

However that be. the blessed Jisaua mtAe his last appoaranee lien t^ 
Itis aiiostles ; and after instrocting them in many particolars coneeralRg 
the kingdom of God, and the manner Ihey were to ^ behave ihemsoEMa j^ 

Eropagit^niF the doctrine of the gospel, he p^t tiiem in aoiod tbat« iftiug 
is abode with them in Galilee, he had often told them, that all thii^t wntr. 
ten in the law, the prophets, and the Psalms concerning himy. were to Ija 
csaetly accompliJi^ At the same time, he ope.ned their anders|tan$og^ 
that is, be removed their prejudices by the operation of his spirit, ^oj clears 
fld tfieir doubts, improvea their memories, strengthened (heir jo^ginej^^ 

{ad enabled them to. discern the traa meaning of Uie Scriptuces jespoB^liii;! 
Is divine mission. ■, .* 

Being thas qatlified by him for reeelfing the troth, hevniii wiAtflt 
them that both Moses and the prophets had foretold' that the Mmab mi 
to soSer in the very manner he had suffered, that h^ was to rise fromtiw 
dead on the third day as he had done, and that repentant an^ ramiMJfdK^- 
of sins was to be preached in the Messial^ naqae amongst oUoatioQif bt*; 



..'■ 



ginning with the Jews at JernsalanK 

After this, he delivered.to them their commission to preach the d^ittrfaiiK' 
9f repehtande.and remission of sins in his name amongst aU oatio«|^ iaai 
to testify unto the world the exact accomplishment in him of aJltblngi^ 
foretold concerning the Messiah : and, to enable them to perftirja thia ia.'' 
portent wprk, promised to bestow on them the miraculous gift of the Spir- 
9, which be called the promise of his Father; becaose the Almighty. M. 
promised them by his prophets in the Old Testament. 

Being thas fortified for the important work they were going to anib^ 
take, he led them on to the Af ount of Olives as far as Bethany ; whjtfn^ 
ataoding on a hill above the town, he told them that he was now raised, to 
the government of heaven and earth; for which reason, they niigtit go 
courageoasly through all the world, and preach the gospel to every ration- 
al creature ; assurit^ themselves that affiirs in all countries should In fo 
ordered, as te dispose the inhabitants for the reception of the gospel ; that 
they who believe j, were to be adoiittcj into his church by Ih^ rite of bap 



lint, jajl« anqe of tfw Fatfacr. Ute Son, and tfae Hoi] Gboit ; a&d la fe* 
timU^HneiniMneflcti'BniHtrbwthmi to obcj all Uw pnfirpti Iw b«3 ««• 
Map^ UU) ; that lufh.bapiiMd bcllMerj ibapld niMif« paidcoftf Uicir 

riln,l«Krtftr'it1thcterriatl!nlb(he(laFpy'BaMioHorbi* PaOtet'a kin^ 
doq: b^UbalilkiM wbo ivliDi^ Id tinbiace ^ doctriac) ofiha g e tf J 
jtM^lfLte f9i«f«' tKlnde^ tboie happj tcgioai,aiid ba*e tlbrir toattiM ia 
tto Mie thabtafvetb pitb fire and brimilone ; that wbil* tbaj ate avphw* 
jafullf^iiil'we^'M it^Ujie wilh Ihem lo lire end of tba world. Id cMe 
ibjn'bj bi jjowie), (o.auUt them by hii Spirits and to pntrct tbtn bf Urn 
JProfidepcB. fliiallj, Ibnt those wbo ibauld, throQgb tbdr |irtacbiBe. be 
indiMtnlo be^ta. ibonld thcmielves nork matt ail^niihinf niiiacIfA, 
j£ywt^.'i]>V. S<»pel (jjwiiUtbe profagaUd wi^t^, Ifae.CfeaUat rapiditj an^ 
lucceig. 

Aricr J'ESca dad ipoken ihen thlrgi, he tifled up hia hand$ and bWsed 
them ; andin the Mlion of birulrg thEii), he was parted rcom tliem in tba 
midft of the day, a thiuing cteud receiving liiipaul of lh*^,ir light: Ihat is, 
thia blil'iaiH. cload.eni^oinpaiied him about, and carried him ep is heaTen, 
not BuilileTiW, but at leiiirre, Ihat Ihey ini(;bt behold him drparlb^, kra 
0ee the proof of bii haring come dotvn fiom heaien, is be l.ad promiM^ 

"fbe blesied Jr.sus k^B^ed jn a clood whitn mi npn. ^^bt ani 
f nie lf]an ibe clearest, kmbciit Bane,.' beiog; no oli^'t/r than tbe Sh«diDaIr. 
er giprj af ((^ Lord, tbe i^ible. iiqibol of \ht dirin'e preieneewlaAba!^ 
fO (^(t appcareS to (he^p^ritiaiftfii g( old, yrhicb^lled the Icntilt slin 
^cdiclliilii, viid Which in tt'l jri^teit ipleodoui:, caimcit be bebet(('vW 
jnerlaV'n^iifVr^^'F^ ieaHD,. it iaciilltd iheli(;ht inaoceiuhle w «kidi 

" It >>ai proliiibiy on ffif* oKatlon 't^ oar Loid'i fad^T vai dianrM,' h^ 
)|iiiAufbe ilodff of'imnKtiUliljr, pw^p* ifi thepftieoccof biii&aei^W^ 
«[ia ilc^d^ailtr fcelielj him k% ^e naniited &on At earth. Artd aab« «•> 
cea3cd lire fiamtnc cRiPd iKit uirttiQiided bim marled hii oauage thras^ 
1^ atr,.lita g«a«IiMlT} Inat It'i nt^nittide in the ejtt of Uiote vt» aUi S j 
tela)*, ti|l ■> ^^ ■( f*niibed, (ogel^er with thcic teloved Smarter, Mt'atf. 
tbar i^bt; for towaa receirediip vnerelbe Divine peibc manifertab' 

Gu]i«r maoDcr, and na* act ^own on tbe ligbt-Ean' "' "^- ' 
_b; all povar in leaven aiid in eartit bain, 
BniTanal'gotemmcDt^bewiU'hold, tin ho oila' 
tl risbteeuflMia, when he wilf dolircr np Ibe kingdo 
eMSr, "«iM Cod maj be all in mH." 1 Cor. «v. 88. 



iah-paivMi '^1 povar in lieavfin aiid in «arth bainc now gli 
;:i*.C. ^_,_-^;i . >■-— IfhoM, till he oilaEliahea the dowiM« 



. '^l^^&eB'"' ftedeewe? of Miikird degait inaiL 

TtmllK^ allci baTlns finiriMi tie fi'tnd work wbick' be left (tt hoiov «f 
bii FitSer to execute ; a work frhieb God bimtelf, in the renolcit elrtst^ 
iji ooBteawbleifwilh ptcaaqrOf wbid *ntfi^* with jo; deieried ai (e hap. 
ptti. ^nd wbicb, Ibreugk all cleraily !• cove, ahall at pcriodi Ibe motf is* 
n^CDfely diaUnt from tbf ttnie of it't CKCculion, bo looked back opon wiUi 
inexprciaiUc delight b; eran inhatutant nf beaTcn ; for ihocgh the mir^ 
CSiin prtime ma; fanilh altogciheT Ond be loal, whrn thty are rcnotef 
far back bjUte endleai progreiaTori.of duration, ibtiebjerlii aach, Ihat ^ 
Attarr^, lifiwcvci great, nn Icaien it: the kingdom of braviM ii rrrcled 
on Ibe incarnation and Htferinga of tbe don of God, Ibe kingdoia and city 
«f tiie Almighty comprehending all Ibe virllldiu beingt in the onirara* 
^ado happy by j^MdMaa and tore ; and, therefore, none of them can ergc 
forfBt Iha fonndatloB on which their bappineig alanda «tl*bli>brd : tbe ht^ 
nan mciea in particnlar, recoiercd by iKb labour of Ibe Sen of God. wfll 
ricw tWr Deliverer, and kok back oti bittlnpendouinnderUkirg wilh Ite 
faigbeat rap) are, white they ere feiiting withont ioleri option on ll'a delician 
nit* ; tha reit of tbe membert likewiae of tbe city of God, will conlenf 
pfaM it frith perpeink) pIcMora as the liifp; meaai of Kc«TCtiD| Ibclr 



Hfrtflreflthit 'mat Mc; ^MHj At A«h4 eoiAiiUfah oF M'lMPtil' 
tlontl sTilAn in their idtHwtlttn bi Ua tfHo nintth ftin^ «llM"lfM 
!■ better thu liTe iUdf ud it Hrfaqw H^h-bdd ttR«-Bni;f|M£i]W'lK 

-tfTbii li^, and tolujod an tbe itvpcjiKini odncle'iif Ui'tUmq 
tite wEok ChriitTan doctriDe ii fating , on tbU ^i>rifltail^mis..'.i| 
1» ftbunilBully efM»'t (Voib HlU hilWn, tlMt dorbkun flnfodr' 
Uimcirto bit dttciplM andfrknili otilj.'irattotbe Je^itoAi" 
ci[cuta>rancB^T<> Spinoza ■ pretebto W raitinj; mbMIWt'i 
diiciplef faiTB conridend u ifie itrotf^^faX ttxD^ent.annit otr.l 
mrcectbi. *• If, my tbej, be m% BrotEltate tbedetfl.ati'lfc 
Jiimulftobiienenieias .wellas.ta hi^ifrjendii, »puld b^ve^ttK^iM 
of hli reionvction beyond all doubt, than w&icb nothing toOljif £>e' noR 
tiEcei«arj tolhb cttne vf CbristrBnll; ; and ^refaie, ibe stfjpli£ti|ll|k M 
bii baling canSntd fati epppaTancej, afler b^a^ resnfrEclion; to k Gt»itBle^ 
frieodi, Rdden the«aa<r exihiDcty autpicioai' and unwort]); of fnBft." 

TbimrpimeDt however pUti«ible ttmayappi^ar at first ngbt, >s0nfti&tU 
nftfatlMtt force-, tteiffiiM ft maybe dt>nibhstrat«d, that if Jfisvti b^ 
xbewpd hittueiriobii eoeniiet, anJ to ail tf)c people in general, ,tjiey;>w. 
^uancejiibileni .of patting tbe ttath of hisresurrect'on bejol^i^aoiW 
.IrouU fa>*e weak etieff tile eviffcoce oFH, at [eat m alXer asea; autf ^"lli^ 
(pedtly, bate beep jif Infiain prejudice tn nianlcind— fot-bpohlts^t^ 
'iJtiob tlNt oOrblei^ied'SaTiou hud .<bEtved himiSf openly, paeioftbAS)*^ 
ihingi rouit beceimHiy.btTe bappcnd ; ertbcr his enemies, tubtiii^eU 
ihe evidEnce of tbeir WiMei, would Have belicTcd bii resartedi'diJ, or, re- 
tittiog tbat evidence, ibtj woQid rejectit altogether. 9/t ihillt begJifHStt 
(akioj the htter into ebmiderttioo. 

■ It ]| Tcry evident, tbit thoM bietniei of [he greiil Redepitief of n)ankI;iS 
trhoreriUcdtheeridenceof tbeirKilK^, br n1i6 HiBugh rtmlty eotrriqced, 
'woald ntR aektiow ledge their conviction, most have iaitifi,c4 ttieit- dlgtelirf 
by affirming tUt tHe peraon who tmlearttd to. ibem.uj risen, from ihe dn4 
wn not jB<n9 whom the Roman^veraor had crDiiifred but an iimjojlDt 
who penonated bim. On an; otl>er fbandntinn thefr Inflde^lt}' woelU {are 
been rrdicoleai and abinrd ; bat, if the unbclieririg JeiTs, by Oir LoM') 
appearing perionalh to' tbf m,ti'OuM have beeu Idd under .a neceiKt^ y>f .<^ 

"■ ; tbej^it; of'^bii teiuircction, ,e»en though per;-"'"* "'"" '" ''"" 

g»incJ. 



■fijing tbejeajit; of'^ big teiuircction, ,e»en though persoadei of 
%wn mtndi, the evtdepee of factljaUld Jlive guincJcolhirig tysbdi' 
appearancet ; becaosetbe finierrfilvof fire Juws v/fTa ti'oV d/^lt^i: b 



iinga judgment Dpon the falaebood wbith CuRist's ebec^i tntAInre 
made DIE of to tiippoTtth»trdeb)ai6rhl| reimeeiion ; bHnrnnte^^bJiplcd 
with Jesci, they couhl rot certwnlj trll wnettier be nag ttiiif tlm «^ 
-perMt) whom the Ramant had erncmed." flla apostltts, d^^fes,''jSn9 »f 
-({iMintance, who. bj their loni; attendance on bim. knew his stalflre,*Aape, 
■ir, voice, and manner, were tha only proper pei ^ons by wh<jlt djeliu'Una- 
tion the point in dispute eoold be decided ; coniefjuentfy, if oar tdrd b»a 
appeared la all the people, if any coaiidbrable number of hit enedlW Ul 
ronliauedin their infidelity, the whole stres* of the evidence of 'his rertrree- 
tion mint have rested on the evidence of the veijr p^rsonj Who accotf Ibi; 
to the plan pitched upon by Providence liear witness lo ft now,~(rtd'Dp6a 
whose testimony the world ha» believed it ; lo that, instead of gainitW-M 
additional evidence, by the praposed method ()f shewing J f^xu^ publicly'' t« 
«1I Ihe people, we tbonld have bed nolbing to trust loo but Ihe (eAhnony 
of bis diici[He>, and that clogged with tbis incu rubra ni;e. thai hia redirec- 
tion Wat denied by many.tu whom he appeared, and who wei^ nOt coa- 
Tinced by the leatimony of their leniei. 

In the aecondplBce,lt may be lUppo^edtbitincaseonrbleieedSartour 
^ledthcvcedhimulf publicly, the wbolc nRtton oflhc Jcinnmtlan^ 
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Rffvif » 8hff that f abre ^eitiir aCidni woilfi tlidiliave bad tlie fuIteBt evideiica 

of t&e troth of his mdrrec£ion; teyond all [>68s(bility of a' donbt. 

.- .HoweTer, this wifl noi ap|)ear to be t)ie casey if we' consider, that lite 

greatest part of qur Lord's enemies having not given themselves ths troa- 

"Sfe oralteqdth^ htirh ofle'n, carinot'b'e sajSk^sed to have been so well acqnaint- 

W wUh' his p*f stoifif a% to' kdoW WrtiWlth cMtainty ; for whicli reason 

^(toQgh be ha4 shewed (limself to them, even tbeir belief of his resorrectioa 

'inast. In a ^eat m^surj;^- hvf^ depended on .the testimony of his disci* 

jples and friends : , If so' it is not very p^ob4b!e that bis appearing pnbticly 

^ould have had any j^reat effect od the Jevvi, to persdade them to em« 

ttraee a cracitied MesjsiaYi. It is far liiore reasonable to believe, that they. 

tvoQTd have rejedted the whole, atid continued in their infi'defiiy naless a 

divine power interpose'd'to remove the veil from their hearts. 

; '. In order to give the argtioient all the force the Deists ean desire, let ns 

Tarther suppose, that, iri consequence of onr blessed Saviour^s appearing 

'•ib all the people of tHe Jews, the nation fh gftoeraj woo Id have been con- 

Yipced' of the trolH of his resarrection, atid be^omti his disciples ; what 

^ild vantage \v'oa1d!tlie cause' of Cbnstiaiiity have reaped from sach eflfects 

-of oiir Lord's pablic appearance"? ^oold the evidiince of his resurrection 

Irave become thereby the/more nhqtiestionable ? or would the modern in- 

^deU have been the better di-jposed to believe in this crbcified Jmcs ? 

by no means: for we do not mid that men of this cU«i3 arr> a* all the more 

readv to believe the mlracl^ of Moses io Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in 

ifce Wilderness, because^ IK^ whole nation were with<»ss6s of tbem. The 

Ifbth is,^bad oar blessed Redeem^'r persuaded all thn p?opft> of the Jews, by 

Appearing persbT)alIy tb them, the objections against his resurrection would. 

liave been ten times more .numerous and forcible than they are at pre- 

^wnt; for would not the' whole have been called a stale-trick, a Jewl^h 

^ble, a mere poFitical .contrivance, to patch up their broken credit, after 

cthey bad so long talked of a Messiah, who was to come at that lime ? 




^^use it.vEras so exactly adapted to their prejudices, and because the few 
'^ho had sagacity' enough to detect the fraud, could have no opportunity 
^^isf iekaminih^ into it ; or, if thcy'.did examine and .detect the fraud, would 
.not have dared to make any di5co\*cry of it, in opposition to the wlrale 
't^eight of the state ': so that they would let it pass quietly, without once 
callijngitin questioti. \ . 

The i^esdrreclion of qx\T great Redeemer nniversaUy believed amongjt 

;tne Jc^s, and published to tfie world by the unanimous voice of the na- 

^on would, to say (he truth, have been liable to an infinite number of 

objections, which are all effectuaUy cntoff by the mal'iod made choice o£ 

' by the wisdom, of Providience ; for as the- people in general, and im 

.rulers in particular continuad iii their infidelity; the persons concerned in 

•«this supposed fraud, niust have carried it on utidcr the greatest db*^ 

'^advantages. The reason' is,' that instead of making ma riy friends t6 

assist them,' which a fraud of this' kind requires, all men were their 

eqemijes, and interested 'lo discover the cheat. The Jewish rulers, in 

particular ^ave all possible encouragement to make the strictest scrutiny 

into the fact, and into all it's circumstances ; and many doubtless, zealous- 

* )y made the inquiry with the utniott inzactnessl Thr^ apostles who preach- 

*^ the resurrection, exposed th^mseWes to the fiercest resentment of tf^e 

men in power ; because the resurrection of our great Redeemer cast the 

greatest reflection upon those who put him to death, (t should also be 

remombered, that it the generality of the nation had not' continu-^d in 

tlieir unbelief, the apostles, who preached the resurrection, would not have 

jiutfered these "persecdtiocs which in' every country were "riiWd'^alS;!ti{ nit 
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tbem, cUcfly by thr Jewf ; and conseqapnt^y one of the ttroDgest argv- 
inenls for the Luih of their tesUmory w«u!d have beea ^acting: whereat 
hj tlwir haring bef>n p*;fseciU*-il to death for their fireaching the rewirrti>- 
t'.un of their grptt Ma>ter. they fully dcrooD»traCed hew frincerely thi7 be- 
lies "d ln« {sreat uct which Ibey'preacbed io continual jf^opardy of ibeir iivM^ 
lUiLirithsundinj the vlniuit malice and reslleas pertecntioo af tbeir 
anrmief. 

We h^ve thai eDdeavoved to answer, in the plainest and moat satiilie- 
lory manner, the principal objdciiGn made by the I)ei»t against the trntb 
of ooi- blesaed SaTiu'.:['9 resurrection ; and ihall cunciode this chapter with 
a few red ciiou* on the life of the blessed Jesus ; a life the greatest anA 
he«t that was ever !t J b> m^in, or was ever the subject of any history since 
Ihe oniverse was called frorj if s origiral chaos, by the powerful word of 
the Almighty, which »poke ii into being. 

As the human character of the blessed Jescs results from the aceountt 
given of him by the evanirelists (for they have not formally drawn it op) 
•o 




as 

fluenced 

free from thenv. t!iat the »Dost severe scrutiny cannot furnish one single 
acLion in tae whole cuurse uf bis life wherein be consulted bis own in- 
iereit only : no. ha was influenced by very different motives ; tbe present 
happiness and eternal welrare of sinners regulated his conduct : and wfaile 
oihers followed th*!ir respective occupations, Jcscrs bad no other husinest 
than that of promoting the happiness of the sons of men ; nor did be^ 
wait till he was soiiciltd to extend his benevolent Imnd to the distressed ; 
be wfnl abr^ul doing frood« and always accounted it mora blessed to give 
than lo rere>ve ; roenibiiti^ God rather than man, in every act of bis lifSe. 

Perfons of the m<>st exaltf'd faculties are apt to be elated with fuccest 
and applause, or di.J«-cted by censure and disappointments : but the blei« 
sed Jksl'5 was ne\-er elevated by the one, nor depressed by tbe other; 
he was never more cocrageous than when Ve met with tbe greatest oppo- 
ailion and cruel tr«.'alnierit, nor more humble thhu «hen the sons of mcA 
worship pf^d at his feet. He can f" into the world inspired with the greatest 
puf()Ose that evr-r wns Arrmed, thai of saving from eternal perdition, note 
•ing'e ration but the whui'' world : and in the execution of it, went throng 
tbe longrst and hf-avirst train of Ubours that evrr was sustained, with m 
Gon»tani-y and resoiution, on which no disadvantageous impression could be 
made hv 'diiy accident whatever : ca'umly, threatenings, bad socceis, with 
TDan> otfasr evils cnnstantly attending him, served only to quicken his en* 
deavours in this s;Inrioos enterpr's*^ which he unweariedly pursuedg eree 
till be finished it by hi^ death on the cross. 

Mankind are ),iono to rfUliale irjuries received, and seem to takeia- 
^faction In complaining of the cruellies of those who oppresa them; 
whereas, the who'p of Ciir.ist's labours breathed nothing but meekoest, 
patience, and forgiveness, even to his bitterest enemies, and in the midst of 
the most excrucisi'iiis lornjvnts. The woids ••Father, forgive them, fo^ 
they know not \.hat tSey do." uttered hy him when his enemies were 
Daiiin^ hfm to t!i(> crna% fitly exoross the temper which he maintained 
throujsh the whole rour:«e of his life, even when assaulted by the heaviest' 
provocalions. The truth is, he never signified, on any occasion, the least 
resentment, by speech or action, nor indeed any emotion of mind whatever, 
e\'cpt mch as flowed from piety and charily ; consequently such only as 
expressed the deepest concern for the welfare of mankind, to which his 
glorious life andsufTering efTectnally opened the way. 

The greate&t and best men have had their failings, which tarnish tbe 
lustre of their virtues, and hhew them to have been nothing more thaa 
tteib This was the case with I\oab» Abrahams Moses, Job, David, Pkul, 
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Ittid otiier lieroes celebrated in history ; bat it was otherwise with Jcstfs; 
Jie was superior to all the meo that ever lived, both with regard to the purity 
of his manners, end the perfection of his virtnes : he was holy, liarmleis^ 
undefiled, and separated from sinners. A\liether we consider him as tt 
teacher, or as a man, *' he did not sin, neither was guile found in )x» 
mouth.'* I Pet. i1. 22. His whole life was perfectly free from spot or 
Wieakness, at the same time it was remarkable for the grettest and most 
extensive exercises of virtae : but never to have committed the least sin ia 
word or indeed, never to have uttered any sentiment that conld becensuredy 
fipon the various topics of reiig'on and morality, which were the daily 8bI»* 
jects of his discourses, and that through the course of a life filled with 
the action* and led under the observation of many enemies, who had al- 
ways access to converse with him, and who often came to find fault, is • 
pitch, of perfection evidently above the reach of human nature ; and, con- 
iequ<;ntlyy be who possessed it, must have been divine and a most perfect 
Being. 

This adora1>1e Person is tbe subject of the evangelical history. If the 
reader, by reviewing his life, doctrine, and miracles, as they are here re- 
presented to him united in one series, has a clearer idea of these things 
tban before, or observes a beauty in his actions thus likened together, which 
taken separately do not appear so fully ; if he feels himself touched by the 
character of Jlsus in general, or with any of his seimons and actions 
ID particular, thus simply delineated in writing, whose principal charms 
are the beauties of truth ; above all, if his dying so generously for men, 
strikes him with adniiration, or fills him with joy, in the prospect of that 
pardon which is thereby purchased for the world ; let him seriously consi- 
der with himself, what improvement he ought to make of the divine good- 
Bess, and what returns of praise and gratitude is due from him. 

The Saviour of mankind, by his death, hath set open the gates of immor- 
tality to all the posterity of Adam ; and by hijs word, spirit and example, 
S" raciously offers to make them meet for the glorious rewards in the king- 
om of the heavenly Canaan, and to conduct them into the inheritance 
of the saints in light: let us, therefore, remember, that, being bom under 
the dispensation of his gospel, we have, from our earliest years, enjoyed 
the best means of acquiring wisdom, virtue and happiness, the lineaments 
of the image of God. We have been called to aspiie after an exaltation 
to the nature and feliqity of the Almii^hty exhibited to mortal eyes in the 
man Ciir.ist Jesus, to fire us with the noblest ambition. His gospel 
teaches us, that we are made for eternity ; and that our present life is to 
our future existance, as infancy is to manhood : but as in the former 
many things are to be learned, many hardships>to be endured, many habiti 
to be acquired, and that by a tedious course of exercises, which in them- 
selves though painful, and possibly useless to the child, yet are necessary to 
fit him for the business and enjoyments of manhood ; so while we remain 
in this infancy of human life, things are to be learned hardships to be 
endured and habits to be acquired by a laborious course of discipline, which 
bowever painful must be undergone, because necessary to fit as for the 
employments and pleasures of our riper existance in the realms above. 
Eoflamed, therefore, with love of immortality and it^s joys, let us submit 
ourselves' to our heaveny Teacher, and learn ef him those graces which 
alone can render life pleasant, death desirable, fill eternity with ecstatic 

Joys, and the tongues and hearts of the blesied with a song of triumph in 
lenoar of their Deliverer. 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 

OoserviiliGns on the Doctrine cf our blessed Lord and SuviMor: 3%^ 
EzciVuic-j cf the Rdigii.n he enforced and iucu'cated : A^J^ ^^ 
s^.tdLUnus uf^ and Pleasure lesiUting from^ a Christian Lifu V 

WK cannrt more properly cooclode our history of the life of the htei- 
fled Jl:sc3, th*; auhbr and tlnUher of our faith, nor place the grealdoiS*. 
trines taught bj t^e benevolent Sod of the Most High, in % more eoi^^ 
cuooi light, thur; Dj rt^moTing a few prejudices vkhich Mime, we few too 
Dy« have formed against the relgioD of the holy Ji:sua, aod abew *" 
yu!ce is ea«y, and bis burdca is hgbt. 

Tb&re huve not« perhapj. been greater enemies to the progreft of nR; 
gion; than thoie who delineate it in a gloomy and terrilying form ; nor 
any guilty of a more injurious calumny against the gospel, than those wfci^ 
tepicfent !t*s precepts as rigoroua impositions aod unnecessary Teitrtfntl* 
TiGc reiiv,ion is the pfrfeclion of haman nature, and the foundation ofviri- 
forra exaUed pleasa:e, of public order and private happiness. Cbris&ftitj 
is thn irobt exccileitt and the mo£t useful institution, having the prooiiie of 
the lire that row is. &: that which is to come ; it is the voice of reasob ; if 
Is the lan;^uage of the Scriptuies ; ** the ways of wisdom are wiys of pleai^ 
antness anj afi her paths are peace." Prov. iii. 17* And our blesied SaV- 
four himself assures as. that his precepts' are easy, and the borden of hit ro- 
Hgion light and pleasant. * *' 

The religion which Cu rist came into this lower world to eiUhGsl^i| 
a rationa! service, a worship in spirit and truLh ; a worship worthy the mi^ 

- ' ' On 




r^iicancy, and minire^tTy adopted to estabiibb a sense of mora! obtigaliofiv 
The go V' 1 pr^Lces religicii noL in abstruse speculation and metapyiieaUiilH 
iieties ; net in oatviifril sh«:w and te^;inus ceremony ; not in superatitioap 
edsterities and enlhtisiast'.c Tisiocsi, but in purely of heart, and lK>iineM oi( 
life. The sum o^oni- du'v, accoroing to our great Master himseify coosislt 
in the *" love of God, and of our nei^ht>oors ;*" according 'to St. FanljSK- 
"' denving cngodlincss and worldly lusts ;^ and in ** living sotierly,' ii^il^ 
eously. and godly in this present word :*' according lo St. James^ in '* vii* 
ilingthe fatherless and widows in affliction,^' ard in "keeping oonelt^ 
i< n spotted ,f I om the world.'' This is (he constant strain and ienot of Ihd 
gospel ; this it inculcates most earnestly, and on this it lays thegRfttafc 
BUess, as a most conducive lo iroe and substantial happiness. 

If it be a^ked. wheiher ihe Christian system is only a repnbiicalion of Cbe 
law of nature, or mert:j> a n-fined system of morality ? Wp reply, No cet^' 
ta:rty ; it is a greet de.il m«*re. ' It is an act of grace, a stupendous pfail 
of Piovidence, uesigntti for the recovery of maniiind from a state of dfe* 
praciu.uon and roin, lo ii:c favour of the Almighty, and to the hopes of • 
happy immdrtaliiy through a mediator. Und r this dispi-nsatioii, true ra^ 
]ij:' n consists in a repuntknce towards Got!, and m faiih in the Lord JbscS 
Cur.ibT« as !!'.'j p-.-r^on appointed by the supreme authority of heaven 
iipd edrll). to it- concilt: apostate man to hia offf ndtnl Creator, as a sacrifioft 
for sin ; our vitui he;id. and govern inj; Lord. This is the religion of Cl^iii^, 
tiani ; and wlial hardships, what exertion is there in ail Ibis? Surely none: 
nRv. the practice of reli^ion'is much easier than the servitude of sin, wllicl^ 
at best is the vi'esl drudgery, und yields the worst hind of wages. 

All wili leiidiiy a^re^ that onr rational powt^rs are impaired, and the 
50lI weakened by sin ; tl'iciinimal passi«)n& are strong and apt to cppoie 
tKe dictates of reafon ; objecis of sense make powerful impreHions on thsl 
laind : wc ai« ju everv EiluAtion iUirour.Jed with many snarei and tempt"' 
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008 : in tncb a. disordered state of things, to n^aiQtaiD a course of strici 
iety and uncorrupted virtue^ is a work of great difficulty. There are, 
berafdre, piany tender propensities and generoiis instincts interwoven with 
or Very ^ing,* as restraints from vice, and incitements to virtoe. The 
^acioas author of qatiire has planted in the haman ^breast, a quick sense 
of good* and evil ; a faculty which strongly dictates right and wrong ; and 
though by the strength of appetite, and warmth of passion, men are of tea 

iarri^ into immoral practices ; yet ini the beginning, especially when th^re 
as been the advantage o^a good education it is usually with reluctance 
knd opposition' of mind/ What inward struggles precede, what bitter 
iP|^Pgs>tfitend thetr u^ual excesses ! What guilty blushes and uneasy fears ! 
>Vbat frightful prospects and pale reviews ! ** '[^errors are oppn them, and; 
il iire ilot blown consuiheth them.'? ^o make a mock at sin, and to com* 
iOdit iniquity withbol; remorse, is an attainment that requires length of time, 
jfnd much painful labour ; more labour than is requisite to attain that habit-' 
tia] goodness which is the glory of the roafi, the ornament of the Christian, 
hit prepaVaiion'for heaven, and the chief source of his happiness there.^ 
^he soul can no m^re be reconciled to flagrant acts of wickedness and in* 
josticfe,' than the body to excess, without suffering " many bitter paiiiv 
and crqel attacks, attacks attended with much anguish and vei^vMon of 
ippirlt, ' •• •• ■ • ■• •■■•■-■■ 

Conscience may indeed be ^topped and put to silence for a while by falie 
principles, it's secret whispers may be drowned by the noise of company^ 
find stilled by entertainments of sense; but this principle of conscience is 
|k> deeply rooted in human nature, and at the same time, her voice is so 
blear' and strong, that all the sinner's arts wiH be unalle to lull her into a 
lasting security. When the' hour 'of calamity arrives, when sickness 
^ei^e%, and death approacheth the sinner, conscience constrains him to'lis- 
ten to her aecbsations, and will not suflTer the temples of his head to take 
kny rest : ** There is no peace to the wicked ;" the foundations of peace 
^e subverted, they are at utter 'enmity yritu their reason, with their C(^ 
ilcience, and with theGcid of Ihnr mercies. ' ■ " 

The case is far otherwise With true religion ; conscience is on her ^i^.f 
reason pteads for her, and interest joins iri the recommendation. Wfiion 
irelisioh pure and genuine forms the temper, and governs the life, conscience 
applauds, arid peace takes her residence in the breast : the soul U in it's 
proper state, there is prder and regularity both in ihe'facuUies aud actions. 
Conscious of It's own integrity, and secure of the divine ' approbation, the 
aoul enjoys a calmness not to be described : but why do 1 call this happy 
frame calmncss'only ? It is far more than mere calmness ; the air may oe 
calm, and the day overcast with thick mists and dark clouds : the pious and 
Virtuous mind resembles a serene day, enlightened and enliveqed with the 
brightest rays of the sun ; though at I without may be clouds and darkness, 
i^ere is light in the heart of a pious man ;"he is satisfied with himself, and 
ts fiUed with peace and joy in believing ; in the concluding scene, the aw- 
ful moment of dissislution, all is peaceful and serene. The fmmorta) 
|>art quits it^s tenement of clay with the well-grounded hopes of ascending 
to happiness and glory, witlioot mixture, and without end. 
* The gospel enjoins no duty but ^hat is fit and reasonable ; it calls upon 
all it's professors to practice reverence, submission and gratitude to God ; 
justice, truth, and universal benevolence to men ; and to maintain the gov- 
ernment of our minds : and what has any one to object against this ? Prom 
the least to the greatest commandment 4f our dear Redeemer, there is not 
one which impartial reason can find fault with ; bis law is perfect, his pre« 
cepts are truej and righteous altogether.' IJVot even those e;icepted, which 
require us to love our enemies, to deny ourselves a&d take up our cross.— 
To forgilre an injuiyis more generous and manly thaii to revenge it ; to 
control B licentious appetite lUan to indulge it ; to suffer povertjr re- 
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potcli, and eren deatb itielf, in tbe sacred caate of troth and integri^» ik 
Moch wider and better, than, by base compliancei, to make abipwrecle flf 
Ikilb and a good conscience. Tbns in a storm at sea, or a conflagimtion oa 
the land, a man with pleasvre abandons bis lumber to secare hu jeweJa: 
pietj and virtue are the wisest and most reasonable things in tbt WOrld|» 
Tkie and wickedness the most irrational, absurd, and pernieiona. 

The infinitely wise author of our being bath so framed our natirtit and 
placed OS in soch relations, that there is nothing ▼icioos hot what is iiyn* 
rions ; nothing virtuons bat what is advantageous to our preseol intamt^ 
both wiih respect to body and mind. Meekness and homiiitj, patienoi 
and universal charity, are graces which give a joy unknown to tranagrati 
aora. The divine virtues of truth and equity are the only bands of frleod!- 
flhip, the only support of society. Temperance and sobriety are the bail 
fweservalives of health and strength ; but sin and debauchery impur the bo- 
dy, consume tbe sobbtance, reduce to poverty, and form the direct path lo 
•n immature and fntimely death. Now this is the chief excellency of all 
laws ; and what will always render their burden pleasant and delightfhl is^ 
thai they enjoin nothing on becoming or injurious ; but on the coBlnrf, 
Vhal is profitable and of a M'utary nature. 

Betides, to render our duly easy, we have the example as well as the 
commands of the bloNstNl Jksvs. The masters of morality amongst Iha 
Beatbens gave excellent rules for the regulations of men's mannert; b|l 
Ahbv wanted either the honesty or courage to try their own arguments op 
«n tlH^mbclves. It M-as a strong presumption that the yoke of the Scribss 
mnd Pharisees was grievous when they laid heavy burdens upon man's 
ahoulders, which ihey themselves k-efused to touch wiih one of th«r fio- 
grrs. l^ot thus our great law-giver, Jesus Christ the righteoqi ; his 
behnvioor was. in all respects, conforniable to his doctrine ; his devotisi 
towards God« how oubjme and ardent! benevolence towards men, how 
frcat& diffubive ! lie was in his life an exuct pattern of innocence: for be 
**did nn sin, neithur wa^ there guile found in his mouth." In the Sonof 
Ood incarnate is exhibited ibe brightest, the fairest resemblance of the F!a-. 
^hcT, that earth or beuven ever beheld : an example peculiarly perseasiv% 
calculated to inspire resolution, and to animate us to use our utmost en< 
deavours to im-tale the divine pattern, the example of the anther and finish* 
cr of our failb, oi him who loved us, and gave himself for us. Our profci* 
aioo and character as Christians obliges us id make this example tbe modjll 
of our lives. Every motive of decency, gratitude and interesf« constraia 
us to tr?ad the paths he trod before us, more especially when we reflect 
that it was marked out to us by Unerring Wisdom. 

Let us a!so remember that our burden is easy ; because God, who kooii^ 
oth whereof we are made, who considereth that we are but dost, is ever 
ready lo assist us. The Heathen sages themselves had had some notieDi 
of this assistance, though guided only by a glimmering lamp of reason : bak 
what they looked upon as probable, the gospel clearly and strongly assei$i» 
We there hear the appostle exhorting, *^ Let us come boldly unto the thiOBO 
of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need." Heb. iv. 16- We there here the blessed Jesus himself aigniD| 
in ibis convincing manner, ^* if ye being evil, know bow to give good giftf 
onto your children, how much more shall your heavenly Father give the 
Holy *Spirit to them that ask him ?" Luke i.x. 13. 

We would not here be understood to mean, that the agency of the spi- 
rit is irrc'lstible, and lays a necessitating bias on all tbe faculties %nd affec- 
tions. Were this the case, precepts and prohibitions, promises and thraat- 
enin{;9, would signify nothing ; and duty and obligation would be words 
without a meaning. Tbe spirit assistclh in a manner agreeable Ui the 
frame of human nature ; not controlling the free use of reason, bottj 
assisting the understanding, influencing the will, and moderating the a^ 
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Ibedont ; hut though we may not be able to explain the- mode of his op* 
^rttioni, the Scriptures warrant as to assert, that, when men are renewed 
ttiid preparfHi for heaven, it is throagh satisfaciion of the spirit, and be- 
lief of the ^rath. Hew enlivening the thought ! how encouraging the mo* 
fife ! iVe are not 'eft to struggle alone with the difficulties which attrad 
I1m» pracl'ce of virtue :n the present imperfect state. The merciful Father 
of our spirits is ever near to he<p our infermitics, to enlighten ihe under* 
■landing, to strengthen good resolutions, and, in concurrence with our owa 
endeavours, to make us conquerors over all opj)Osition. Faithful is he to 
his promises and will not suffer the sincere and well disposed to be tempt- 
«id above what they are able to bear. What can be desired more Umq 
this? To promote the virtue and happiness of his moral oifsprfng, the So-. 
preme Parent hath done all that is consistan^ with the holiness of his natuie, 
mnd the free agency of man : if then we are not virtuous and happy it is oar 
own faults,' and we are utterly inexc^sible, in refusing the giuce and mecp . 
cy proffered in the gospel. 

' Let us also remember, that the great doctrine of the gospel concerniaf;' 
the propitious mercy of God to all penitents through Christ Jasva^ 
|(reatly contributes to the ease and pleasure of a religious life. Let it 
be granted, that the hope of pardon is essential to the religioa of 
ifillen creatures, & one of it's first principles ; yet, considering Ihe doubts 
mnd suspicions which are apt to arise in a mind conscious of guiit it is un- 
doubtedly a great and inestimable favour, to be relieved in this respect by 
a inessenger from Omnipotence himself. This is our happiness : we are 
not left to depend upon consequential reasonings, which the bulk of man« 
kind are little used to ; but we are assured, that upon our true repentance, 
we shall, through the mediation of Christ receive the full remissioa 
of past sins, aud be restored to the same state and favour with our 
Ufaker, as if we had never transgressed his laws ; here the gospel tri- 
umphs ; with these assurances it abounds ; upon this head the dedarationt 
of our blessed Saviour and his apostles are so express and full that ever|r 
^e who believes them, & knows himself to be a true penitent, must hanitih 
overy doubt and fear, and rejoice with joy unspeakable : *' Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 will give you rest.'' Mat. ^ 
xf. 28. ** All manner l)f sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men.*' 
ch. xif. 31. *' Be it known onto you, men and brethren, that though this 
nan has preached unto you the forgiveness of sins; & by him all that be- 
lieve are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified bf 
the law of Moses." Acts xiii. 38, 39. *' The blood of Jesus deansetb 
from all sin.'' John i. 7. What grace and favour is this ! Who can 
dwell upon the transporting theme too long ! Now our way is plain before 
Tds, and the burden we are to bear is made easy. No sint are unpardona- 
ble, If repented of and forsaken ; for it is said such shall find mercy. 

' You who have never yet regarded religion, but pursued a course ot 
Tfce and sensuality all your lives long, are earnestly entreated to consider, 
Ibat, though your condact has been base to the last degree, yeor caseis 
not desperate, far from it : the God whom you have so highly offended com-^ 
miserates your errors, is ever ready to extend his pardoning mercy to his 
most degenerate creatures upon their repentance and reformation, and 
** is in Christ Jesus reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing un- 
to** penitent sinners '♦ their trespasses." 2 Cor. v. 19. ** Let ll e wicked** 
therefore *' forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; and 
let him return unto the Lord,^' who will so liberally extend hii» mercy to 
him ; *' and to our God," who will thus " abundantly pardon." Isaiah Iv. 7. 
What still further conduces to render the Christian religion easy and 
delightful is it's leading us to the perfect, eternal life of heaven. It can- 
Bflffe be denied but that we may draw from the light of nature strong pro* 
f OinptioDs of a future slate ; the present existance does not look like an 
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entire icene but tdlhet like tTie infanc? of hamtn ntfm^, wViuli Is ctpaitef 
of arriving at a mach higher degree of maturitj^ : bat whatever solid foabdft^ 
tioD the ocrctrine of a fature state may fiave in natare and reason, certain it 
)i, that throiigh the habitual neglect of rejection, and the force of irrega* 
lair patlions, Uiib doctrine was, before the coining of oor blessed Savioiir^ 
riry ranch disfigured, and, in a great measure, lost amongst the soha 
of men, some of whom affirmed, that there was neither resorrectidni Mgel^ 

or spirit. ^ 

A future state of rewards and punishments was a matter of mere ipeea- 
lalion and ODceHiunt j in the heathen world ; it was sometimes hoped for 
aomelimes donl>ted of, and sometimes absolutely denied. The law of Mb* 
tes, though of divine original, is chiefly enforced by promises of temporal 
blessings; and", even in the writings of the prophets, a future immortality 




ging cikcumstances about which the decisions of reason were dark and'coi^- 
nsed. We have the testimony of the author of our religion, who was 
riised from the dead and who afterwards, in the presence of his disdiplei^ 
amended into heaven. In the New Testament it is expressly declared,, 
that good men, " i^hen absent from the body, are present with the Lord." 
Here we are assured of the resurrection ef the body in a glorious form, 
clothed wilh immortal vigour, suited to the active nature of the animating 
spirit, and assisting it« most enlarged operations and incessant pr6gres8 to- 
wards perfection. Here we are assured that '^ the righteous s^ll gp ibtp 
life everlasting ;*' that they shall enter into the kingdom of tbe'heavenlr 
Qanaan, where no ignorance shall cloud the understanding no Tjce distnb 
iKe will In these regions of perfection, nothing but love shall possess tlM 
aenl ; nothing but gratitude employ the tongue : there the righteous sballbe 
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throne; there they shall be admitted into the immediate presence of tlie 
Supreme Fountain of life ahd happiness ; and bpholdingj his fiioey be 
changed into the same image from glory' to glory — Here langnaige— here, 
imagination fkils me ! It requires the genins, tlie knowledge, and toe pen of 
an angel, to paint the happiness, the blissful scene of the new JerusaleiBy^ 
which huma:n eye^ canhot behold till this mortal body shall be purified*' 
fi-om its corruption and dressed in the robes of immortality: ^' Eye bath 
not seen, nor ear h^ard, neither hath it entered into the heart^ to coneeivflf 
the joys " which God hath prepared for them that love hinfiZ-^Wbat is 
the BtysTum of the Hieathens, compared with the heaven of the Christians? 
The hope, tite prospect of this is sufficient to reconcile as to all the 
difliculties that may attend our progress sweeten all oor labours, alleviate 
every grief, and silence every murmur, by impressing on our minds a 
meek acquiescence with the divine dispensations in the course of his 
Providence. 

But the libertine, Iri the gaiety of his heart, may possibly inqpirey why 
thrre should be any difficulties or restraints at all ? God hath made nothing 
in vain. The appetites he hath planted in the human breast arc to l>e gra* 
tified : to deny, or restrain them, ia ignominous bondage ; bat to give 
full scope to every desire and passion of the heart, without check or con- 
trol, is true man^y freedom, and only pursuing the dictates of nature. 

In order to confute and expose this loose and careless way of reasoning, 
let it be considered, that the liberty of a rational creature doth not consist in 
an entire exemption Irom all control, but in following the dictates of reason 
as the governing principle, and in keepinc the various passions in doe 
subordination. To follow the regular motiott of those reflections wbicb 
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tU wikt Qrefttor fiaib iitfpltBtodwHfakiiis, is our doty i fMit tt eior mtiaU 
)i«ilrei in tbis UUe of trial am often irregular, we are bound to rettraln 
ilieir exeeuei^ alid not to indolge tbetait bat in a itricc tnbierfieory lo tbe 
' intefrity and peace of oar mindti and to tbe order and bappineit of homait 
feoeiety eitabiitbedintbe world. They who allow tbe tnpreme eonmand 
ko be QBurped by seats and brolal appetite, nay promiie tbetaseWes liber^« 
bat are trnly and iibtolkitely tbe servanta of ooiroption ; to be licieas is to 
be enslaved. We bebold with pity those miserable otjects that are chained 
Snibe gallies, or confined in dark prisons and loathsome dungeons; but 
Itonch more abjeet and vile is the slavery of tbe sinner 1 No slavery of the 
body is eqnal to tbe bondage of the mind : no chains press so closely, or 
l^n so cruelly as tbe fetters of sin, which corrode the Very substance of 
ibe sonU fret every faooltyy and degrade men below Uie bnitepart of the 
' creation. 

We most Indeed eonfess, that there are some profligates so hardened by 
icnstomj as to be past all feeling ; and, becanse insensible of their bondage, 
iioast of this insensibility Aa a mark of their native freedom, and of their 
^ kappiness. Vain men ! they might extol, with equal propriety the pecii* 
Bar happinen of an apoplexy, the profound tranquility of a lethacgy^ or« 
ift may add, the ideal paradise of a fool or a madman. 
. We nave, in the foregoing observatkins, endeavoured to place in a plain 
land conspicuous light, some of tbe peculiar excellencies of the Gbristiaa 
religion ; and from hence nnuiy nsefol reflections will natarally arise in the 
iniod of every attientive reader^ It is tbe religion of Jeaua that bath re- 
moved idolatry and superstition and brought immortality to light when 
concealed under a veil of dl^kness almost impenetrable. This bath set 
ibe great truths of religion in a clear and conspicuous point of view, and 
Iproposed new and powerful motives to influence our minds, and determine 
cor conduct. Nothing is enjoined to be believed, but what is worthy of 
Qed ; nothing to be practised but what is friendly to man. All the doc- 
trines of the gospel ere retional and consistent ; all it's precepts are trnly 
.%ise,jast, ai£a good. The gospel contuns nothing grievous to an iiige- 
Buoas mind ; it debars as form nothing but doing barm lo ourselv|es or to 
our fellow creatures ; and permits os to range any where but in the paths 
' of danger and destriction. It only requires us to act jup to the digmty of 
the raupnal natare, and to prefer tOLthe vanishing pleasures of sin, the 
amiles of a reconciled God, and an eternal weight of glory : and is this a 
rigorous exaction, a heavy burden not to be endured ? How can sinful mor* 
lels harbour a thought so ridicnioos and unworthy.? 

Can any man who is a real friend to the cause of virtue and to the in* 
Itrestof mankind, ever be an enemy to Christianity if he truly understands 
iU and ierioosly reflects on its wise and nsefol tendency ? Impossible, 
for it condocteth us to our journey's end by the plainest and securest path, 
.where the steps are not straightened and where he that runneth stnmbletb 
not. Let as wbo live under this last, and most gracions dispensation of 
God to mankind '^ count all things but loss for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Christ Jesus our Lord :" and not suffer yourselves, by ibe slight 
cavils of unbelievers, to be moved away from tbe hope of the gospel, t^et 
IIS demonstrate, that we (lelieve tbe superior excellency of tbe Christia& 
dispensation, by conforming to it's precepts. Let us &hew that we are 
Christians in deed and in truth ; not by endless disputes about trifles, and 
tiie transports of a blind seal, bot by practising that universal that ex- 
cited goodness our holy rdipion commands, and by abounding in those 
^ fruits of righteousness which are bw Jeans Christ, onto tbe cjory'and 
yraiseofGod.'' Phil. i.lL 

We may clearly perceive, from what bits been said, how groundless all 
.|]|Ose prejudices are which some conceive against religion, as if it was • 
MMiiib, morose sebeme, tNndoBioaie to bnman natoif , and inwpjditot 
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witb the trae efo^^yneiie of fife. Sadi KBUoiMt afi^ too tpi to fn^Jt 
in the heat of yontb, when the tpirita are brisk tod Urelv, and the pMitai 
warm and impetnont : hot it is wholly a miftake, and a miilake of the 
fDost dangeroos tendeney. The troth it, then is no pleasara like that of a 
good conscience, no real peace hot what resnltt from the praetiee of vfr^ 
tue ; this enobles the mina, and can alone svpport it voder ill the variooo 
and oneqoal scenes of the ofesent state of trial ; this lays a sore foaodattoa 
of an easy, comfortable life, of a serene, peaceful death and of etetimljoy 
and happiness hereafter : whereas ^ce is roinoos to all oor most valaihie 
interests ; it spoils the native beaoty, and sabverts th^ order of the soul ; ife 
tenders os the scorn of man, the rejected of God, and, withbot timely » 
penlanee, will rob as of a happy eternity. Religion is the healtii, the lib- 
erties, and the happiness or the sool ; sin is the Astase, the aeiiritade^ 
and destroction of it, both here and for ever. 

If these argoments be not soffieient to convince yon let ne lead yoa 
into the chamber of an habitotl rioter, the lewd debaaehee, vrorn oot in 
the caose of iniqatty, his bones fall of the sins of his youth, that froni hit 
own month, as he lies on his expiring bc!d, yon may learn that the way of 
traosgression is hard ; and that however sweet sin may be In' the com- 
mission, '* it bitelh like a serpent, and stingeth fike an adder." Fro?* 
zsiii. 32. This awful truth is exemplified in a very strong point of view, 
bf the late celebrated Dr. Youvg, in his Centaur not JFb&uUms, page 149, 
161, where he draws a most awful picture of the last scene of an abandon- 
ed profligate, who bad despised relijgioUy and led a life of pleasare and ^ 
sipatioo. The relation is as follows: 

'' [ am going. Reader, to represent to thee the last moments of a perioa 
of high birth and spirit, of great parts and strong pasiioas, livMy way 
aoGomplished, not the least in iniquity : his unkind treatment wtft |ha 
death of a most amiable wife, & his monstrous extravagance, ia eflhet, ^a« 
inherited his only child. And surely the deathhbed bf a profli^te 11 
next in horror to that abyss to which it lead : it hu the most of hell tlii^ 
Is vinble upon earth, and he that has seen it has mora than fatth tH eoe« 
firm him in his creed. 1 see it now, says the worthy divine from whom 
1 shall borrow this relation, fbr who can forget it? Are there iri it na 
flames and fluries ? You are ignorant then, of what a sacr^ iraagimitioii 
can figure, what a guOty heart can feel ! How dismal is it ! Thet#o greafe 
enemies of sonl and body, sickness and sin, tank and confound his frietflk ; 
filonee A darken the shockmg scene : sickness excludes the light of heaven, 
and sin it's blessed hope. Oh, doable darkness ! more than Bgyptiaa t 
aentely to be felt ! 

*^ The sad evening before the death of that noUe youth, whostf fast hMrt ' 
suggested these thoughts, 1 was with him. No one was there hot blstAy- 
aician, and an intimate acquaintance whom ho loved and Whdni 1k^ bid id-' 
ined. At my coming he said, ** Yon and the phyrieian are eonie too h^' 
I have neither life nor hope. You both ami at iniiaclef. Ton woahl 
raise the dead.** 

" Heaven, I said, was merciful.''— 

^ Or 1 could not have been thus guilty. What hatf it not dolia ta 
Uess, and to save me? — I have been too tUnongfor Omnlpot^acfe: 1' 
plucked down ruin." 

.** I said, the blessed Redeemer."— 

'J Hold ! Hold ! you wound me ! That is the roek on winch I haf«ipGtf 
I denied his name." 
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b fit thoa abooldst thus strike Uiy nsorderet to tha hearti^Hdw art tboii^ 
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tM ftr efer P-*4 m90 A ?T^^ far • Bingle week I I eek not for jeart, 

ihoqgh an age were too little for the much I ha^e to do," 
^ Oa my seying wo coald . not dp ^ mpch ; that heaven was a blei « 

«ed plaoe. '< 3q mnah th§ wprie. ^Ti$ lost I TIi lost ! Heaven is to me 

tlie severest part of bell 1" 
«< Soon after I proposed prajrer*— " Pny yog that can : I ne?er prayed : I 

fsaanot pray. Nor nee4 !• Heaven i« on my side already : it closes with 

ny conseian^ i|;'i«(9ver94 strokes bat «econd my own." 
** His friend hi^n% mapb troabledi ev ea to tears «t this (for who coirid 

forbear? i poqU not) he, with a most affectionate look, said, <*Keep 
these tears for thyself. I have updope theo. ]>08t tboa weep for mep 
That's cnieU What cap paia me mora ?'' 
** Here hit fnen^i tpp much affected* wpald have left htm.'' 
*^ No, st^ Then sUU may'sthope $— therefore hear me. How madly 
Jbave I talked P— How madly bait thoa listened and believed ? Bat look 
en my present state as a full «niwer tp thee and to myself. This body is 
mil weakness and pain ; but my sool,.a9 if stimg op by torment, to greater 
atrenglh and spirit, is foil powerful to reason ; foil mighty to suffer. 
An4 thtt which ^bof triumphs within the jaws of mortality, is doubtless 
immortaL And as for « Deity* nothing lets than an Almighty could in« 
fiiet the pains 1 feel^'* . 

** 1 wai abentio congratal%(e t^ts passive involnntary confession, in his 
suserting the two pdme articles of his creed, extorted by the rack of na- 
tuce^ when be tbps : very passionately added, *' No, no ! let me speak on 
liiave not long to sp^ak.- — My much injured friend! my soul as my 
hod^f liekin rnias, In scatutred fragments of broken thoughts: remorse far 
tiie {i«at throw* my thoughts on the future : worse dni& of the fntore 
ttfikes it back en the p%st. I turn, and turn, and find no rajr. — Didst 
thoa feel half ihe mountain that Is on me, thoa wouldst struggle with tlm 
■Murtyr far his stake, and bleis heaven for the flame ;— 'that is nat an ever* 
laslmg 6ame ; that is not au unqoencbable fire.^ 

*^ How were we struck ? Vet, soon after- still more. . With what an eye 
of diitraetjon, wiiat a face of despair he cried oQt, ** My principles have 
aoisoned my friend ; my e;Etravagance has beggared my boy ; my ua- 
ttlndoeis has murdered my wife ! And is there another hell ? Oh I thoa 
hhiaphemed, yet must indulgent Lord Cod ! HeU itself ia a refuge if it 
bides me from ti^ frewn.^ — 

** Soon after, his understanding failed ; his terrified imaginatkm uttered 
horren not to be repeated, or ever forgotten ; and before the sun (which I 
, liope has seen few like him) arose, this gay, young, noble, ingenions, ae* 
^mpUshedf and most wretched mortali expired." 

It sometimes happens, we confess, that men who have led very wicked 
lives have gobe out of the world, as they lived in it defying conscienoe) 
stnd deriding a fiiture judgment apan idle fictk>n: but these instances are 
irery rare, and only prove that thefe are monsters in the moral as well aa 
in the natural world, who have sported with their own deceivings, and 
have even dared to lift their puny and rebellious arm against Omnipotence* 
Bat it will perhaps be said, that the sons of vice and riot bsve pleasure 
in senfual indulgences. Allowed : bat it is altogether of the tower kind, 
empty, fleeting, and transient; like the crackling of thorns under a po^ 
ao IS the mirth of the wicked. It makes a noise and a blaze for the pre- 
aent but soon vanishes away Into smoke and vapour. On the other hand* 
the pleasure of religion is solid and lasting and will attend us through all, 
€veo the last stages of life. When we nave passed the tevity of youth, 
smd have lost our relish for the gay entertainments of sense ; when old 
age steals upon us, and bends us towards the grave, this will cleave fast 
to OS, and give as relief. It idll be ao far from terminatiDg at deaths thsft 
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H then emmnenees perfect, aod continuAlly impftifet witti Htw tdditlofli^ 

Mid ever bloomiog joys. 

If OUT boqIs are did in this imnortal robe, we need not fear the awfal 
vnmmoDs of the king of terrori, nor regret oar retiring into the cbambert 
«flhedttft. Oar immortal part will wing it*t way to thaarma of it'a 
Omnipotent Redeemer, and find rest in the heavenly mansiona of the Al- 
mighty. And thoogh oor earthly part, this tabernacle of clay« retWH to 
it*! original dast, it is only to be raised in a more beautiful and heavealjf 
form. If it retires into the shadow of death, and Tiaits the gloomy babita- 
liona of the grave, it is only to retorn from a short confinenient to endleat 
liberty : for cor great Master will lead his redeemed from the cbambera 
of the grave, and gaide them in bis strength to his holy habitation : he will 
plant theui in the moantain of his inheritance, in the place be bath pre- 
pared for them, even the sanctuary which hia hands hath est ibKs lw d ; and 
we shall be with the Lord for ever and ever, to serve hira day and nighl in 
bis temple, where the inhabitant shall never say, 1 ftm sick ; where tba 
wieked shall oease from treubling, and where the weary soul^ wiU be ffl( 
ever at rest. 

We shall here subjoin a copy of a fetter, sent by Publiin LentQlaa^ go* 
Temor of Jadea, to the senate of Rome, respecting the person and actioiii 
of our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; which may aerve aaa 
itrong testimony and evidence In favour of the divinity of oar Lord's p^* 
aon'and doctrines against the stale objections of the Deists, as the anthenti^ 
city of the ancient manuscripts, from which it was translated, is founded oa 
the best authcrity. Tiberius Cesar was then emperor, and caused tiM 
extraordinary intelligence, contained in this letter, to be published tbrougl* 
€Dt all the Roman provinces. One would have thought tbit eonfimatkii^ 
issued by the Roman governor, might have convinced-^the generality w 
the Romans, as well as Jews, concerning the divinity of onr LonTa miifj 
•ion ; bat snch was the universal prejodioe of the people, that iioUii[ 
would satisfy those who had not given credit to the words of Cbvist, 
bimsetf. The epistle runs as follows : 

** There appeared w these our days a man of great virtue, named Je8V> 
Christ, who is yet living amongst us, and of the Gentiles is aocefited tf, 
■-% Prophet of Truth, bat by his own disciples called the SoH of God- ': Hp 
raisetb the dead and cnreth all manner of diseases. A man of ibttB 
somewhat tall and comeiy, with a very reverend countenance, such attltf 
beholders may botli low and year : his hair is of the colour of a filbert fim 
ripe, and plain almost down to his ears, but from his ears downward fomcj*^ 
what curled^ more orient of colour, and waving about his shoulders, te 
the midst of his head goeth a seam or partition of' his hair, after the 



ner of the Naaarites ; his forehead very plain and smooth ; bis face with* 
out r spot or wrinkle, beautified with comely red ; his nose and month to 



formed as nothing can be renrehended ; hb beard somewhat thick, agi . 
Ue in colour to the hair of bis head, not of any great length, bat forked: 
la the midst ; of an innocent, mature look ; his eyes grey, clear, and qu^ 
In reproving he is terrible ; in admonishing courteous and fair spoken \^ 
pleaaant in speech, mixed with gravity. It cannot be remembered that ! 
any have seen biro laugh, but many have seen him weep* In proiiortMli, 
ef body well-shaped and straight ; bis hands and arms right delectable tt-' 
behold ; in speaking very temperate, modest, and wise, A man for ^DZl^ 
lar beauty, surpassing the chiloren of men, '' ., 
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LI V E S 

OP THE 

Apostles, Evangelists, Disciples, &e. of 

mtr Blaud Lord and Saviour JESUS CHRIST. 
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LIFE of St. MATTHEW, 

Th» EFANCELIS T and APOSTLE. 

THIS eftngeliftt wai alM called Lct! ; aod. fcbough a Roman oAear,' 
fraimtroe Hebrew, and probably a Galilean^ Kirsten, an Arabian aalbor^ 
lelU ui, that be was born at Nasarelb, a city in the tribe of Zebnlon, hf* 
mooy for the habitation of Joseph and Mary, and the place where our blet^ 
iid Saviour resided the whole time of his private life. St. Matthew wi^ 
Ihe son of Alphens and Mary, sister, or kinswooiin, to the biesied Vtrgin, 
both originally descended from the tribe of Issachar. 

The occupation of Matthew was that of a publican, or tax gatherer to 
Ihe Romans, an office detested by the generality of the Jews. ' Amongst 
the Romans, indeed it was accounted a place of power and cre^, and, aa 
•nch, rarely conferred on any but Roman knights :'andT. Fl. Sabimnt; 
lather to the emperor Vespasian, was the publican to the Asian provinces, 
an office which be discharged so greatly to the satisfaction of the pnUte; 
that they erected statues to him. These officers being sent into the pro^ 
Tincei to gather the tributes, generally employed the natives under tbem, 
fs persons best skilled in the affairs and customs of Cneir pwn country. 

On two accounts, this office was odious to the Jews. First because the 
persons who managed it were covetous and great exactors ; for having 
themselves framed the costoms of the Romans, they used every method of 
opprestton, in order to pay their rent to the Romans, and procure an lA* 
Tantage to themselves. Of this Zaccbens the chief of these framers, wag 
vtvf sensible after his conversion, when he offered to make a fourfold rei- 
titution to all from whom he had taken any thing by fraud or extortion^-* ' 
And upon this account they became infamous, even amongst the GeotiM ' 
themselves, who commonly mention them as public robbers, and tbonen 
members of the community were more voracions and destructive in a city 
than wild beasts in a forest. The other particular which rendered them so 
Ibateful to the Jews, was the tribute they demanded, which they consider- 
ed not only as a burden, but also as an affront to their nation ; for they 
looked upon themselves as a free people, having received that priviledgo 
immediately from God himself ; and therefore thev considered this tribute 
as a daily and standing instance of their slavery, which they detested above* 
^▼ery thing ; and it was this that betrayed them into so many rebaUm^x 
again^ the Romans, We may add, thattheae ^bWciaai ia«c^ ^>J0i|{^ \i| 
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tkiroSce tobire fraqneDt dealingi ud eoiiTenktioa wHh the GmUIc^ 
vfaicb the Jewi cooudared u ao ^MmioatioD ; and UMQ|h tbej wen 
Ikmulve* Jeiri, tbej tigorouilj exactad the tazet of tbeii faratkaai mat 
Uereby (eeinnl ta caaipiM with Uu Eonun* to sBtail parpetoal ibvfr 
ij on tbeir own comatrjmen. 

The publicaai, b; tbea« praetieei, became nnivwH]!; abfaoni bj the 
Jswiih natioD, M tbil it WM reckoked anlanful to Miitt ^en i* Ihofcov- 
tDon olEcei af bamaoitjr ; ■»;, tbe; iHerted it vat no etime ta obeat and 
eter reacfa a poblicitn, tboogb thej broke tbe aBleniDitj «( an oalb: Aaj 
■night am e«t or drinL, coaveria at travel witb then ; tbejp iren mniHrr 
cd u commoB tbieTei aod robbon, aod the nonej reeeiKd vf tbaiB vat 
BOt peroDtted tabe depotited withDlbeTi,eoiiiideriiig it, at guoed bjlaalu 
'wl rialenci ; t)iej were oat adiaitled to gifc teitinaov in an] eovrt ^tjpt- 
npe ; the; ware loakad apaa in la intaiBCKit a light, that tbay Mafa ntt 
onlj baai^taed Tnim til ca^nnDJaR to. natten of difiH V«Tthj|b bat Am* 
Had in all affair* of civil society and commeice, ai tbe peiU o(^tbeir cou- 
ttj, I* partoni wbou conTCTMUoo vai iafectiooi, aod not at att betttr 
tbiB the Uealbent llutniidvei. And faeaca thejF had a common pronrt 
•moBgit them, " Tfliie not airife ontof thu fiihaily in wUch tbenit aps^ 
lican ; for tbey are all pablicant i" that is, tbey ue all tbieret, robbei% 
and wicked tinn^i*. A<i4 totbii prvTerbiaIcn*tom ourbleiied SaHoiv al- 
lude*, wfaen tpetkjns of a baitfenM rinncf, o^ wbom naiMw prifite n- 
proofs, nor the public ceninrei aod admooitiont of tbe dinrch,can pnndl 
*• Lethimbe totheeutabealheQ nto and pablicag ;" or, in otbnr vwd^ 
no incorrigible iinner. 

.^t. Matthew tbe ev»D£etiat wu of thia^oEesiion, aod heieen||)A bne 
Iflieo more pattiqultrlj employed in coUectijog tbe mitom* 'Oa oofmofi- 
tjti th»t came by tea i«lo Galilee, and tbe tnbote wblcb pu*en|^ wAa 
tp pay nrbo went by wM^ '■ ■"<' ^°' ^bii purpote tlie oQce or c^tto^t-bows 
■(nod by tbe sea side, tb^ tbe officen mtgbt be always at hand : axA'hA 
^wat, »s St. Mark iolinttes, thit ATattbew tat at tbe receipt gt ewiUi, 
vVere tbe Iribate money'nas collected. 
■ After htTiog cured a pettoQ tonj afflicted vltb tbe ptitey, 

■^_ 3 __.:_.. r^ *owalk^- "- ■■^- --'-- 

Here 
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m||&ttble emplttyment, was a wise and pradent periun, &: doubtless un^- 
^ad what it would cost hioi to comply witb the call of Jgsue : he was oat' 
ifBoraot that be mntC excbanee wealth far porerly, ■ cuatom hoase tol\ 
■PKVPtnchand powerful mtsters, for a naked and despised Savioar: b^' 
tie orerloolted *][ tbese contideTations, t«ft all his interest and relationL 
to heccmecnr Lord't disciple, ind lo embrtce a more apiritDil war 'S 
commerce and traffick, wlucb might hric^ s'*"? tO God, and peice ofcW'' 
f^ieoce lo bimielf. 

It is not likely that he was belcie wholly aDtc^oaloled with oar Sff-; 
iMr'i periqn or doctrine, especially as he resided at Capernauni, whef^'mf^ 
t^d so often preached, and wrooght his miracles ; so that he inu»t, in IsM' 
measure, be prepared to receive the impreisioQS which oor Saiioar't MQ. 
nt4e upon him, and Lo shew that be was not discontented at hit chaijfl, 
t^^nt^rtalned both his Master and his disciplet tt hit hoaie calLng t^^^ 
V bis friead), especially those of his own profeuloo, hoping no ^m 
0iat they might also be'coaveited by lite compaigr tod c«o«eriah'on o^ oiot 
Ijetied Redueoier. 

As the Pharisees had looght allopportunilioof rtiiidgotgeclioiiiii^^qrt 
tJllidloctrine of tbebleued Jksvs, u> they took tbisopportHnitjpf iuwi- 
ifiig t« hit disciples, tbftt it was highly onbecoming to pure i holy AptnMh 
ft Ibeir muter pretended hiinKlf lo be, to canrerae so familial^ vnfc ^i 
Mmt of men, with publican) and sioneft, pcrtooi iQEixooilttov.prOfnD; 
9V^fn(BBUy njtUeidi.ia U)£o^ Utat dteie verethe iUe, ui(|.|^{p^ 



liord retired ont ofCaperDtnm, to walk ta tbe ten side nhere he taqgl)t 
fbe.peap|s thai Qocked after him. Here he taw Rlattlieiv siding ialqi 
|||Kce, wd called htm to follow him. llie man was rich, had a large and 
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v^&d l^ jihyiBf^faii : tfcit bfa c6iDpfiliy Wts of ikibst eoBM^etfce, wti^Ml* 
the soilb offrtcm moft reqaired It ; tfaa;i God Miin^lf petfisrred Works "dlf 
ntttty and charity, espedally ita ddili|g good to the sOiiU of men, iniinfVftiy^ 
above all ritaal obieivamses, and that Ihe pHniciiNil deidgn of Ms coming in- 
to the world, Was not to tell Itie tighteotis, or thosfe who Hk^ dieniselvev 
vidhly preteiidfrf to b^ so, hot sitiiiert, ittodisst, bnmble, self convinced iih- 
ii^Sy to reliance, and to fedice them Xo a better siat^ and course 6f 
life than they had hitherto jparsoe^. 

8t. MAltbew aftei* bis electio& to Ibe apiOstfesbip^ coOtihncfd with the 
rest till the ascensioh of bis great and beloved master, alter .which, for ther 
first eight yebrs at Icait be preached in diflfereot parts of Jiidea, l^t after^ 
Wards he left the country of Palestine to convert the Gentile world. Be> 
fore bis departnre, be wM entreated by the Jewish converts to write tho^ 
Mttory of the lifO ai^ actions of the blessed Jssus, and leave it amongst^ 
Uiem as a standiOje^monnment of what be had so oAen delivered to tbeOi< 
in bis sermons. This he readily copied with, as we shall more partica« 
Urly menHon, in giving an accoont oi the gospiel penned by him. 

Leaving Jodea, be travelled into several parts, especially Ethiopia ; blA* 
lie j^rticalar peaces be visited are not known with any certainty. Meta* 
jArastos tells ns, that be first visited Partha, and after planting Christianity 
m those parts, be travelled into Ethiopia : where, by bis preaching and 
ihiracles, ne triiimphed over superstition and idolatiy, convineed muTtitadea 
of the error of their ways, and prevailed on them to obey the precepts of 
the gospel : ordained them spiritual guides and pastors to conRFm them in 
the faith, and bring over others to the religion of the Son of God; which 
be bad ineOlcHted both by his doctrine and example. 

Havfng labonred indelktigably in the vineyard of bis Mastet*, be after-' 
wards soner(ed martyrdom at a city of Etfilc^a, called Naddabar ; but hf 
vbat kind of death, is npt absolntefy known, though the general opinion iO^ 
that be was slain with an balbeit. 

This apostle was a remarkable instance of the power of religion, W 
Mnging mei^ to a better temper of niind. If we reflect upon his circum* 
stances while he continued a stranger to tbe great Redeemer ef mankind^ 
we shall find that the love of the worid had possessed his heart. He hs^l 
arauircd a plentiful estate, was in possession of a very rich and profitable 
oflSce, supported by the power ana favor of the Roman's, prompted b^ 
covetous inclinations^ ana these confirmed by long habits and customs : 
but notwithstanding all this, no sooner did Christ call him, than he 
abandoned, without the least scruple or hesitation, all his riches ; nay, he 
BOt only renbnnced bis lucrative office, but ran the greatest hazard of dis* 
pleashig the masters who employed him, for quitting thdr service, without 
living them the least notice, and leaving his accounts in confusiom 

Had onr bless^ SaVfour appeared as a secnhur prince clothed with teitt^ 
poral power and authority, it would have been no wonder for St Matthen* 
Id have gone oVer to bis ser^ce : but when he appeared under all the oir* 
cbinstances of meanness and disgrai&e, when be seems to promise bi^ fot* 
lowers nothmg but toiisei^ and sufierihgs in this life, and to propotie na 
other rewards Hiikii the Inrisible eAcouragements of another World, bi§ 
change anpe&iii titily wond^rfut ktfd snrprisinG;. It was indeed so nsmark* 
ablej tiial bbtb P|iro]phyry afad Julian tWo snmle adversaries of the Christ 
tiati rolfgion; todc occasion flrotn hence to charge bim either with falsehood 
or folly : with tho folrmer, if be did not give a true aceOOtit of things; 
and wini the latter, if his casie was fairly represented, in so hastily folIoW^ 
lAjr^the jperson who called hi>il ': but these detractors would have done^ 
wGn to nave rehieiabered. that the holy J^sus was no commoO person ; 
Ui ebnimand's were attended witk ttoiiaetbing more than common. 

A ^n further evidence of his own contempt of the world afspeared in hif ■ 
csllafphu'y temperance and abstemiousness from all delights and ^lea«v»o^-, 
■ay, era from tbe ordin^y cb&mi^cy ax&d tLCtdtf^wQo^otia ^iiu\\A 
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ll^ 80 ftr from iadal^in^ hit sppetito with delicate rarieklfli, tbat he refiftel 
to gratify it with lawfol and ordicary proviBions ; his utaal diet bein^ only 
hA»j roots, leedt, abd berries : twt what appeared most remariuiblo ia 
Uu, which though the least virtae in itself* U the greatei t in the esteeni 
and value of a wise man, was his bdmility : he was mean and modest iU 
Us own op-nion, always preferring others to himielf: for whareai the olber 
evangelists, in describinff the apostles by pairi, consTantly plaea him bm- 
fbn^ St. Thomas, be modestly places him before himself^ 

The rest of the evanpliitb are careful to mention tho bononr of Ua 
apofttleship, bat speak of bis former sordid, dishonest, and dis([;racefid eoam 
of life, only under the name of Levi ; while he himself seta it down, with 
ail! it^s oircnm stances, ander his own proper and common name ; a condool 
which at once dommends the pradence and candour of the apoiUe, and 
fOgeestto as this useful reflection. That the greatest sinners ate net eSf 
cloded from divine grace ; nor can any, if penitent, have just reason Ip 
despair, when publicans and sinners find mercy at the throne of g|iee<— 
The condoct of the other evangelists with regard to St. Matthew, shoeH 
also teach us to use a penitent brother with the greatest medesfcj eni 
tenderness ; it being contrary to the rules of civility, at well as the lawi ef 
BeKgion, to opbraid and reproach a person, after hit repentance, with tli 
errors of his former life and practices. 

We shall conclude the life of this apoitle with a remark concerning hb 
gospel, which was written at the entreaty of the Jewish converts, while hi 
nbode in Palestine, but at what particular time, is uncertain ; iOBie wM 
have it to be written eight, some fifteen, and some thirty yean after oar 
Lord's ascension : it was originally written in Hebrew, but soon aftw 
transktf d into Greek by one of the disciples, probably by St. Jamet the 
Less ; but whoever the translator was, is of no consequence, becadie thi 
fersioB was well known to the apostles, and approved by them ; and aeeoid' 
ingly the church has from the earliest ages received the Greek copy ar Uh 
thentic, p.rd placed it in th& sacred canon of Scripture. 

The Greek translation having been eotertaineo the Hebrew copy was if* 
terwards chiefly owned and used by the Nazarsei, a middle sect bfifwiwi 
Jews and Chiistians ; with the former, they adhered to the rites and eenk 
laones of the Mosaic law ; and with the latter, they believed in CRaiaT« 
mnd embraced hi^ religion ; and hence this gospel has been stiled, *' Tie 
gospel according to the Hebrews, and the gospel of the Nazarenea." Bot 
nfter a time it was interpolated by these Christians, who inserted aevend 
passages of the evangelical history ; which they had heard from the not* 
ties, or from those who had familiarly conversed with them ; and to tme 
additions the ancient fathers frequently refer in their writing!. Hie Bbof- 
lies, on the contrary, struck out many passages, because tMy were not ft* 
vourable to their tenets. A Hebrew copy of St, Matthew's goapel \hd 
whether exactly the same as tbat written by the apostle, it nncertain) wai 
found amongst Uie other books in the treasury of the Jews at Tiberias bf 
one Joseph, a Jew who, after his conversion, was a man of great boBOV 
and esteem in the reign of Constantino. St. Jerom assures us, that ■■• 
other was kept in the library at Cesarea in bis time, and an other by the 
Nazarenes at Berea, from whom he procured the liberty to transeribe itp 
and which he afterwards iranslaled both into Greek and Latin, with tUl 
remarkable observation, that in quoting the text of the Old Testament, tfca 
evangelist immediately follows the Hebrew, without taking notice of thi 
Septoagint translation. A copy of this gospiel was also dug up in the -lear 
iB5 on opening the grave of St. Barnabas in Cyprus, transcribed with Us 
own hand; but these copies have long since perished : and witb regard la 
those published since by Tile and Muniiter, the barbarous and corrupt s^ 
S'>fficlen»ly demonslrate that they were net originals, bat the traoslatMl 
et a more ignorant and corrupt age, and therefore descrvedlj HJaalid ^ 
Ibe JO(;i'ejodi6ioui and CBlightenM part of mankind. 
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The LIFE of St. MARE, 

TM EVANGELIST and JPOSTLS. 

tHOUGH the name of St. Mark teems to be of Roman orisfnal, Bf 
%M neverUielest deaceeded from Jewisli pareoU, aqd of the tribe of Levi: 
Bor was it uocommon amoiig;«t the Jews to change their namea oa- toaf 
ttmimrkable revolution or inddent of life, or when they intended to iraTel 
Into any of the Roman proviocea in Europe. 

fikk Mark wai generaUy considered by the ancitnti^ as one of the seven- 
ty disciples ; and fipipfaaoias expressly tells us, that '^ he was one of thoip 
^ho, taking exception at qw Lord's discourse of eating his flesh and dnnb;^ 
hsg his bkx^, went back and walked np more with him." fint there a|h 
fiears np manner of foundation for these opinions, nor for that of Kice- 
nhorus, who will ba?e him to be the son of St. Peter's Mster ; nay, Pepiai^ 
wsbop of Hierapolis* who lived near the apostolic times^ positively affirms* 
that he was neither a hearer nor follower of our Saviour. . It is therefocp 
■lost probaUe. that he was converted by some of the apostles, periiaps by 
Cftk .F^r, whom he constantly attended in bis trayeU, supplying the placfi 
of an amanuensis and interpreter ; for though the apostles were divinely 
« inspired, and had, amongst other miraculous powers, the gift of tongues 
conferred upon them, yet the interpretation of tongues was a gift mo^ 
taf Cttliar to some than to others ; and this probalily was St. Mark's talent, 
in expounding St, Peter! s discpurses whetoer by word or writing, to those 
«bo were strangers to the language in which they were delivered ; bot 
kowever this be, he aocompaniod him in his i^stdica] progress^ prau^Md 
^ gospd in Italy and at Rome, where, at the reanest of \i^ Ofaf istia^ 
Af thoBe parts, h^ oomposjsd and wrote t|io gospal* wnich u ealM after hif 
Mme. 

We are told by Eo«ebins, that St. Mark wa^s pent into Egypt by St. Po- 
lar to preach the gospel; and accordingly planted a church in AJ^xiMO^ria* 
l^he metropolis of it ; and his success was so very nemarkable, that he con- 
Irerted multitudes both of men and women, penpading them not only to 
ismbraee the Christian religion, bnt.nlso a Kfe of more than ordinary strict^ 
^es9. That there was indeed « sent in £g7pt remarkably strict in their 
(discipline is evident from Philo, who gives the following acooont of them* 
•: <* There is, says he, a sort of persons in many parts of the world, espe- 
^Uy near the Marmotksk lake in Egypt, who have formed themi^vft inta 
jeligious societies and lead a strict philosophical aq^ contemplative coarsiB 
•of life. Wlien they first enter on this manner of living, they renounce all 
lecnlar interests and employments, and leaving their estates to their rela- 
'lions, retire into gardens, and pUces devoted to solitude and contempki- 
iion. Their houses, or coUeges, are not contiguous, that, being free from 
«ioise or tumult^ they might the better attend to the designs of a QontcQ|» 
.ylative life ; nor yet Removed at too great distance, thfit t^ may maintm 
jbutnal soetety, nnd be conveniently capable of helping ^nd assiatiilg ob9 
smother. In each of these bouses Is an oratory* called Semnion nnd M^* 
•nasterioo, in whieh they discharged the mora secret and solemn rites of 
^leir religion, divided in the middle by a partition-wall threo or four en* 
hiia high. Cite apartment being lor the men, and the other for the womeo^ 
jHere they publicly meet every seventh day, where, being aeated acoording 
jIo their seniority, and having composed themselves with great deeencjr 
4ttid reverence, the most agM person amongst them and w best skillen 
Jn the dogmata and principlee of their institutkin, oomes forth into tho 
ffiidst, gravely and soberly discoursing on what may make thegmatest im- 

rBssSon in tlieir minds ; the rest attending with tho most profound silence 
only tnsUfying Ihtlff tytat igriA tht motton of tbtir eyes or Jicad. Their 

l>it 
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difcoarws are eommonly in^siical and allegorical, seekiog Tiidden wbmp 
under plain words ; and of tach an allegorical philosophy the bookt of 
their re)!gion, left them by their ancestors, consist : the law they compaiw 
to' an animal, the letters of it resembling the body, while the soal of it lie* 
in Lh^se abstruse and recondite notions, which the external evil and Mrfao» 
of the words conceal from comnnon anderstandings. 
- ^ With regard to their method of living, they take very little eare of 
their bodies, spending their whole time in perfecting their minds by pro* 
<*epts of wisdom and religion ; the day they wholly spend in pious antf di- 
vine meditations, in reading and expounding t be law and the propKelt* 
and the holy volomes of the ancient founders of their sect, and in singing 
Psalms to the honour of their Maker ; absolutely temperate and abstem^ 
ou's, neither eating nor drinking till night, th<> enly time they think propoff 
to refresh and regard the body ; and some of th<»m oet of an insatiable de^ 
sire of growing in knowledge and virtue, fast many days together. Thoif 
diet is plain and simple, sufhcient only to satisfy the calls of nature, o litkli 
bread, salt^ and water, being their constant hill of fare. Their clotlMl 
are as mean at their food, designed only as present aeenrity against coU 
and nakedness. Nor is this the case only of the men, but alse of the pl> 
ous and devout women that live amongst them ; who religiously obsertv 
every seventh day, and especially the preparatory week to tt^ great solaia* 
tiitv, which they keep with all expressions of stneere devotion^ and alii 
fril\i severe abstinence.** 

Eosebius afifrrms, that these excellent persons were Christians, eonverte| 
and brought under such admirable rules and institutions by St. Mark at 
hh coming hither, aceommodatmg all passage* to the manner and ditd^ 
pMne of the Christians : and is foltowea by Efripbanins, Jerero, and otbenk 
cut whoever seriously and impartially considers Philo^s aecoont; wii 
plainly find, that he intends it of the Jews, and profesMirs of the MoaM 
religion, though what particular sect they were, 1 shall not pretend to d^ 
termine ; perhaps they were Efsenes : but however that be, it is plain 
they were not Christians ; for Philo speaks of them as an iDstitntion flf 
some standing ; whereas, tlie Christians had but very latety appeared ia 
the world especially in Egypt : besides, many parts of Phifo's acconnt doei 
iiot in several parts agree with the state and manners of the Christians il 
that time ; as that they withdrew themselves from public ceoversatiov, 
«nd all the aflPairs of civil life, which the Christians never did, bat wh«l 
forced to ft by violent persecutions ; for at other times as Justin Martyr 
and Tertollian tell us, they mixed themselves promiscuously with tbeitt' 
habitants of the country, dwelt in towns and cities, plowed their lands* 
and folk>wed their respective trades and callings like other men^ K(K 
ean the books which Philo tell& us they had, besides those of Moses ani 
the prophets, be understood of those of the Christians ; for the writingaof 
the evangelists had been very lately published, and consequently coald not 
eome under the character of ancient authors. Not to mention tbatvomo 
of their ceremonies were such as the Christians of those days were abAi- 
hite strangers to, not being fntroduced into the church till several jeu% 
and some of them not till some ages after Philo wrote his account: nay; 
tome of thenr were never used by the primitive Christians especially tbiir 
Teligioua dances, which Philo particularly describes, as used by them >t 
their festlvaF iolemnities, especially that remarkable one which they ob* 
•erved at the end of every seven weeks ; when their entertaiiHoent being 
ended they all rose up, the men in one company, and the women in mnotb- 
er, dancing with various measures and motrons, each company singing df« 
vine hymns and songs, and having a precentor going before each dividoBt 
singing alternately ; till in the conclusion, they joined in one coronoB 
ehoros, in imitation of the triumphant song sang by Moses and the ieraal- 
ites,' after their great deliverance at the Red Se»» from the hostile ottempl^ 
mfPbBfMob and fabonny. 
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tf om Ibese, tnd several other particolars that might be menliofied, It 
%ni appear, that these cuutd noi oe Chiintiaos; it it not indeed to b* 
doobted, bat that persons edacated nnddr soch excellent ralea aoA 
methods of life, were more than ordinarliy prepared for the reeeptioor 
of Christianity, and could not fail of rendering St. Mark's success snr* 
prising in those parts, and o>)en a path for men to come in multitudes t* 
•mbrace thedocU'ines ofthe gospel of Jesus Chuist. 

This apostle did not confine himself to Alexandria, and the oriental 
parts of Egypt but removed westwards to Lybia, passed tbroagh tha 
countries of Marraarcia, Pentapolis, and others adjacent, where*- though 
the people were both barbarous ib their manners bnd idolatrous in tbSr 
worship, yet by his preaching and miracles he prevailed on them to em* 
liraee the tenets of the gospel ; nor. did he. leave them till be had.coa* 
iirraed them in the faith of his divine Master. 

He reldrned after his long tour, to Alexandria, where he preached with 
Ote greatest freedom, ordeied and disposed of the affairs of the church* 
amd wisely provided for a succession, by constituting governors and paa- 
iors of it. But the restless enemy of the souis of men would not sofifer 
9or apostle to continue in peace and quietness : for while he was assida- 
oosly labouring in tht*. vineyard of his Master, the idolatrous inhabitants 
•boot the time of Kaster, wht*n tbey were celebrating the solemnities of 
Serapis, tumu!tuously entered the church, forced St. Mark, then perform- 
ing divine service, from thence, and binding his feet with cords, dragged 
him through the slreets, and over the most craggy places to the BoceIiis» 
a precipice near the sea, 'eaving hfm there in a lonesome prison for that 
pight ; hot his great and beloved Master appeared to him in a vision, com- 
forting and' encouraging his soul, under the ruins of his shattered body. 
The next morning early the trapiedy b/gan a fresh, dragging him aboot 
in the same cruel and barbarous manner, till he expired : but their malice 
did not end with his deaih, thev burnt his mangled body, after they had so 
Inhumanly deprived it or life ; but the Christians, after the hellish tragedy 
was over, gathered op his bones and ashes, and decently interred them 
kear the place where he ased to preach His remains were afterwards, 
with great pomp, removed from Alexandria to Venice, where they are re- 
ligionsly honoured, and he adopted as the titular saint and patron of that 
state and people. He sulTered martyrdom on the 25th of April, but the 
vear is not absolutely known ; the most probable opinion however is, that 
K happened about the end of Nero^s reign. 

As to his person, St. Mark was of a middle size and statue, his nose 
long, his eye brows tamed back, his eyes graceful and amiable, hit head 
bald, his beard thick and gray, his gait quick, and the constitation of his 
1body strong and healthful. 

The only writing he left behind him, was hit gospel, written, as we have 
before observed at the entreaty and earnest desire of the converts at Rome, 
who not content to have heard St. Peter preach, pressed St. Mark his 
'disciple to commit to writing an historical account of what he had deliver- 
ed to them, which he performed with equal faithfulness, and brevity,' and 
being perused and approved by St. Peter, and commanded to be publicly 
read in their assemblies, it was frequently styled St. Peter's gospel not 
becaote he dictated it to St. Mark, but because the latter composed it from 
"the acconnts St. Peter usually delivered in his discoarses to the people: and 
this it probably the reason of what St. Chrysostom ,obtervei, that in hit 
:vlyle and manner of expression, he delights to imitate St. Peter, represent- 
ing a i>reat deal in a few words. The remarkable impartiality he observed 
- in all his relations, is plain from hence, that he is to far from concealing 
.the thamefal lapse and denial of St Peter* his dear tutor and master that 
■lie describes it with more aggravating circamttancet than any of the other 
tfangelists. Tbs Veaetiani preteaded to hsTO tlie origimd Greek oopj 
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. The aetf of the tpoiilet written fa^ St. Luke, wcra no doubt penned %| 
Romey ebont the time of St. PauPi impriionment there, with which lie C0Q« 
eludes his history. It contains the actions, and sometimei the sofierings of 
the principal apostles, especially St. Paol, whose activity in the eaaae of 
Chkist made him bear a greater part in the labours of his master : an4 
St. LaUe being his constant attendant, and eye witness of the whole car- 
riage of bit life, and privy to his most intimate transactions was oooieqaeDt« 
ly capable of giving a more full and satisfActory aocoant of them.— 
'' Amongst other things, he enumerates the great miracles the epostlei di4 
in conformation of the doctrines they advanced. 

His manner of writing, in both these treatises, is exact and accurate ; 
his style pobie and elegant, sublime and lofty, and yet clear and perapicuonb 
flowing with an easy and natural grace and- sweetness, admirably adaptet 
to an histoical design. In short, as an historian, he was faithful in. his ler 
lalions, and elegant in his writings ; as a minister careful and diligent fot 
the good of souls ; as a Christian, devout and pious ; and to erowoall thn 
rest, laid down his life in testimony of that gospel he had both, preidiel 
•ad published to the world, by the command of his Lord* 



-^j^- -j^- ^j^.-j-a .%•/->..- .^1^ >^v- ^%.t^^ 



The LIFE of St. JOHN, 

TAe APOSTLE and EVANGELIST ; commonly ealUd (Jke Dljuoi, 

THIS beloved disciple of our Lord was a native of Galilee, the loa et 
Zebedee & Salome, one of those devout women that constantly attended 9$ 
«ur Lord in his ministry, and brother of James the Great. JPefore his bor 
coming a disciple of the blessed JBSDs,he was, in all probamlity, a follow- 
«r of John the Baptist ; and is thought to be that other disciple, nhfk 
in the irst chapter of his gospel, is said to have, been present wiw 
Andrew when John declared Jbsus, to be *' the Lamb of God," aoj 
thereupon to have followed him to the place of his residence. 

Though St. John was by much the youngest of the apostles, he wai ner- 
ertheiess admitted into as great a share of his Master's confidence aa any of 
them. He was one of those to whom he communicated the most privaU 
transactions of his life : one of those whom he took with him when be rai^ 
ed the daughter of Jarius from the dead ; one of those to whom he ezbilH 
ited a specimen of his divinity, in his transfiguration on the mount ; ooi 
of those who were present at his conference with Moses and Eliai, and 
heard that voice which declared him '^ the beloved son of God ;'' and QUf 
of thbse who were companions in his solitude, most retired devotions, an4 
bitter agonies in the garden. Thus of the three who were mede tho witr 
nesses of their Master's actions which it was convenient to conoeij, St. 
John constantly enjoyed the privilege of being one : nay, even of theif 
three, he seems to have had, in some respects, the preference ; witness W$ 
lying on his Master's bosom at the paschal supper : and even when Pet^T 
was desirous of knowing who was the person that should betn^ tby 
Master, and durst not himself ask the question, he made use of St. joh^ 
to propose it to their Lord, as the person most likely to succeed in ohiiiilr 
ing an answer. 

Our apostle endeavoured, in some measure, to answer these initancef 
of particular favour, by returns of particular kindness and constancy ; ftf 
though he at first deserted his Master on his apprehension, yet he soon tUf 
oovered himself, and came to seek his Savk»ar, confideotly eiitcre4 Hf 
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Ugli-prieit*! hall, followed our Lord thrdngh the M?enl ptrticalftri of b?o 
trial, and at lait waited on liiiii;at hit ekeeation, owning him, as well as be* 
ittg owned by him, in the« midit of armed toldterf , and in the thickett 
crowdi of bis most inveterate enemies. Here it was that oor great Ro^ 
^Kemer committed to his eare his sOrrowfai and diieoiMoiate mother, witli 
bis dj^ing breath. And certainly the holy Jbsos conld not have given • 
■wre honoomble testimony of his partleobr respect and kindness to St. 

{ohn, than.t^ leaving bis own mother to his tmst and care, and snbstilotinf 
im to supply that doty he himself paid her, while he redded io this val« 
•f sorrow aaaongst men. 

St. John no sooner beard of our Lord's being risen from the ehambert 
•f the doit) than he, in company with Feter, hastened to the sepn?chre. — 
There seems indeed to have been a |iecoHar intimaey between these tw^' 
disciples ; it was Peter that St John mtrod need into the palace of thehigh-^ 
prieit ; it was Peter to whom he gave notice of Christ's appearing whei* 
■e came to them at the sea of Tiberius^ in the habit of a stranger ; and il 
#a9 for St. John that Peter was so salitionsly inquisitive to know what watf 
determined concerning him when ear Saviour expressed himself some* 
what aaibigooasly respecting that disciple., 

After the ascension of the Saviour of the world, when the apostles madd 
a division of the provinces amongst themselves, that of Asia fell tdthe sharo 
•f St. John, thoagh be did not immediately enter upon bis charge, bat con- 
linued at Jerusalem till the death of the blessed Virgin, which happened 
about fifteen years af\cr oor Lord's aseeosiott^ : beinf^ rsleased from thet 
Irost committed to his care by his dying Master he retired into Asia, andi 
industriously applied himself to the propagating Chriitianily, preaching 
where the gospel had not yet been known, and confirming it where it wao 
already planted. Many churches of note andeminenee were of his fonnd^ 
iftg, particular those of Smyrna, Pergamus, Thyalira, Sardis^ Philadolphia, 
Laodocia, and others ; bol his chief plac» of residence was at £phesaa» 
where St. Paul had many years before fonnded a church, and constituted 
Timothy bishop of it. JSor can we sappose that he confined bis ministry 
•ntirely to Asia minor ; it is highly probable to think that be preached i» 
fther parts of the East, probably to the Parthiaos, hrs first epistle being an* 
ciently directed ^o them ; and the Jesuits assure ns that the inhabitants of 
the kingdom of Bassorain India aflSrmy that, according to a tradition hand» 
^ down from their ancestors, St. John planted the Christian faith^ in theiv 
•ountry, where the Christians are called by his name.. 

Having spent several years at Ephesus, he was accnsed to I>om]tian, wh# 
fcad begun a persecution against the* Chrsitians, as an eminent a«serterof 
Atheism and impiety, and a puWie sobverter of the religion of the empire ; 
ao that by his command, the proconsul sent him bound to Rome, whero' 
h» met with the treatment that might have been expected from so barba- 
rous a prince, being thrown into a chaldron of boiling oil : bat the Almighty 
who reserved him for farther servKCs in the vineyard of his Son, restrained 
Hie heat as he did in the fiery furnace of old, and delivered him from thio 
seeming nnavoidable destruction. And one would have thought th^ so^ 
niracoioos a dettverance would have been sufficient to have penoaded 
any ratranal man that the religion he taught was from God, and that !» 
was protected from danger b^ the hand of Omnipotence ; bat miracler 
themselves were not sufficient to convince this cmel emperor, or abate bfa 
lory ; he ordered St. John to be transported to a disconsolate island in tbt 
Archiplago, ealled Pataoos, where he eontinoed several years instmctSnr tha 
■oor inhabitants in the knowledge of the Christian faith ; and here, abofft 
the end of Domitmn's reign, he wrote his book'of revelation, exhibiting fij 
.f Isions, and prophetical representatkms, the state and condition of Cbfis- 
Ataity in the future periods and agjM of the chuiob, till the iwil cMWh. 
ofalithinfk 



After the dMtiiiif Domkiaft, lad on tin iii c c t u io tt of KiT f, #to fH 
PmM bIUIw odiooiocti of WtpradeoiMor, ood lif pMIe cdM* racaHoA 
fhose wliom the farj of Doaritko kod Usisbed, 8t iote rHwaii to Am * 
fcoA Hit peafc oj^n tt fipbesw ; ^nd relbcr, beeanto tin peeffe of Unft 
lily bodltfdy iBBrtyred Timotliy their bislM^ Here, with ike >Mi<mn«l 
•f tevcn otiMr bithojpt, be took opon binielf the goy eniiu eiit of the huftf 
diocene of Aeia Mioor, ereetod omtoriey* end dispoted of the ololgy to Itor 
heft manner tbet the cficomiteneey of thote timet wonM permii, ipeodlng 
Mb time in en indd£et«gable exdcotion of hie eherge, iravolligg moi BaiA 
to \Ve*t to instract the world in the principlet of the holy religion b» 
««i oent to propegete. In this manner St. John eontinoed to hbow in 
the vinejard of his great Master, till death put a period to ell bis t^ik and 
ioffienngt ; which happened in the beginning of Trajan*i reign. In the 
nioety eif^lith year of hit age, and he was buried near Ephesos, aeeordiog 
10 Faivbius. 

This great evangelist and apoiUe seems el ways to lia?e led s mgla 
Hfe ; tboueh some of the ancients lol! n% he was a married man. Wilh 
regard to his natoral temper, he seems to have been of an eeger and roao* 
late dii^poiition, easily inflamed, bat which age had redneed to « calaMT 
temper. He wes polished by no study or arts of learning ; Init what was 
Wanting Cram ho man art, was abnndently supplied by the exeolient eofti 
stitution of his mind, and that fulness of divine grace with which bo wii 
adorned : his homiHty i^as admirable, studiously concealing bis own boo* 
onr ; for in his epi:)fcles, he never styles himselfeither apostle or eraogolisft | 
the title cf preshyter or elder, is ell be assumes, and probably in nsgacdld 
his af;e as iniich as his office, in his gospel, when he speaks of " Utoii^ 
riple v^'hom Jeans loved," he constantly conceals bis own name. Waving 
tlH^ reader to discover whom he meant : love and charity he praetised biii* 
lelf, and affectionately pressed them upon others ; the greai lo?n of tig 
Saviour tosrards him, seems to have inspired his sool with a larger wl 
more ^nerons charity than the rest. This is the great vein th£t mi 
through all his writings, especially his epistles, where ho nrgas it aa the 
greet und peculiar law of Christianity, and without which all oUior prata» 
ces to the religion of the holy Jssua are vain and frivolous, useless and 
fns^gnificant ; and this was his constant practice to the verj boor of hia 
dissolution ; for when age and the decays of nature had rendered 'Idniii 
irealc that he was unable to preach to the people any longer, he stm eo» 
stent iy led, at every public meeting, to the church at Ephesas, and alwijl 
reprated to them the same precept, *' Little children, love OQO another:* 
and when his hearers, wearied with the constant repetition of tho sawi 
thinp, asked him why he never varied his discourse, he answoradp ** fit* 
ranse ^o love one another was the command of our blessed Skvioor^ aiidif 
they did nothing more, this alone was sufficient to deooto whottitof 
were, and whom they served." 

The lari^st measnres of his chanty were, however, displayed bl theit^ 
marls* able care he took to promote the salvation of the souls of mm '; Ua si b 
-ling from East to West, in propagating the principles of tbalretigion bi 
was sent to teach, patiently enduring every torment, sormoontiiig owm f 
diiTlenUy, and rcmovint^ every obsticle, to save the souls of the human raai^ 
Iree their mind from error and idolatry, and torn them ffom the putbaaf 

kimi^iliib* 



^ce and debauchery. Amongst many other instanoes of this 
hius relates the following. 

**' St. John, during one of his Tisitatlons of the chut eh at £pboi«i| wm 
Kteally pleased with the appearance and behaviour of a young man, wbii 
be called te him, and, with a special charge, recommended to Ihe^Usbop, 
who undertook the trust, end promi^ied to discbarge it with the grealeit 
fidelity: accordingly, the bishop took him home with him tobU~ 
carci'ulljp instructed him in the principlei of the Christiaa nlifioUt 
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lust ImAiied . and : cQpfirined hioi. After ^et had ]>roceed«d Uias far, 
helbo^glit Jie mighkiftfi^Me reliy itiA jw^ i£ diftoi piine; but the youUi* 
tqade a. bad u«e of bit lib^j[,! and beiog deba«ched by. evil compaoy, . bi^i 
€ai9e , the capiaio of %gaog,iDif cobbect, .and. cosmtittod .Ibe moi^t borridt 
oatrages.iD tbe.adjaoeQt canntEM*. ,fil. Johiif.ib^iag linlbcmed of tbiit afti 
his return, sharply reprpved .tbe-biflbgp, aod deteruBined to find the youog^ 
mo out ^ liefer <:oosadenpg-tbf) dangers that ^vjQuJd.itiavUably altead hi id, 
bf . ventqring bimAelf aQc^P^flt peisoos of desperate fortiwes ; accord ingly^i 
bo repaired to the mou^laiqa where thf^F usQaUy,abqde, and hdog takeft 
bp ooe of tho robberp placed fit a watch,- he desired to. be carried to their 
ccptain,. who, on.aeeipg 'S(..John{,oojmiiig toward* bim, immediately .fledM 
l?te epo^tle forgettiagi hia age, -haitened after him. ; b«t being unable toi 
overtake liim, \\q pai«k>flately. cried out, '* Cbjld, why.dojU thou ran.frojnu 
tbyfather an old and dofeocf leu-mao ? . Spare.iae^hia pains of foilowiagi 
thee, and let not terrors .and despair seze upon thee. Thy salvation i« 
iiot irrecoverable. Stay, and: be oonvinoed that Cii&ist himself balk 
sont me." At these words, th^ . yonng inan stopped, : fixed. his eyes uponf 
the earth, trembled .in every part, aod burst into a flood of tears. And 
when the aged apostle approached, be embraced him, and implored for-' 
giveness with such weeping and lamentations, that he beemed . to be re- 
baptized, and to wash away his sins with his own tears. The apostle re*} 
coived him wKh the greatest kindness, assured bim that he had obtained* 
pardon for his sins at the hands. of bit great Redeemer, and retaroed biin 
a true penitent and convert to the church of which he was a member. 

Our apostle's care for the souls of men, is further evidenced by the wri- 
tings he left to posterity. The first of which in time, though placed last 
in the sacred canon, is bis Apocalypse, or book of Revelation, which he 
wrote during his banishment at Patmos. After the preface and admoni- 
tion given to the bishops of the seven churches in Asia, it contains a pro* 
flfaetic view of the persecutions the faithfnl were lo suffer from the Jews, 
Aeretics and tyrannical princes^ together with the peaceable and flourishing 
state of the chorch, till disturbed by other enemies ; and the happiness of 
the chorch triumphant in heaven. And hence St. John is, in the strictest 
aense, a prophet, and has thereby one material addition to his titles, being 
not only an apostle and evangelist, but also a prophet : an honour peculiar 
to hinuelf. St. Peter was an apostle, but no evangelist : St. Alark and 
St. Lake were evangelists but no apostles : St. IVIatlhew was an apostle 
and evangelist, but no prophet : but St. John was an apostle, an evan- 
gelist, and a prophet likewise. 

His three epistles take place, in order of time,' next to the Apocalypse ; 
the first of which is catholic, being calculated for all times and places, 
and containing the roost excellent rules for the conduct of a Christian life, 
pressing to holiness and pureness of manners^ and, not to be satisfied with 
a naked and empty profession of religion ; not to be led away with tho 
crafty insinuations 6fseduceis; and cautioning men against tbepoisonooa 
principlee and practices of the Gnostics. The apostle here, according to 
his usual modesty conceals his name, it beiut^ of more consequence to a 
wrse roan what is said, than he who says it. It appears from St. Augustine, 
that this epistle was- anciently inscribed to the Parthians, because, in ail 
probability, St. Joho preached the gospel in Parthia, the other two epistles, 
OK but short, and directed to particular persons ; the one a lady of great 
aaality, and the other to the charitable and hospitable Gaius« the kindest 
niend, and the most courteous entertainer of all indigent Christians^ in 
those primitive times, 

'We are told by Easebios and St. Jerom. that St. John, having perused 
tite other three gospels, approved and eonfirmed them by his authority ; 
bfH observing, at theaame timoi that these evangelists had omitted several 
of oor blessed Sarioar^i transactions^ particularly those wbicSb were ^^^* 
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within the boandi of their owncoantrj, bot, by the connrranee tnd ftTOiir 
M the RoinaAs, rti^ght lend ' intu other countries, where ibere were km 
syntgognei that acknowledged a dependence in reKgiotis mfhirinporf tbe 
couDci] of Jerusalem, to apprehend them ; and aceoi^ncrlTt ^nX wai se A 
to DtniascaSf to apprehend what Ghriitlans he cook! find lo tbat city, anA 
Mng them bound to Jerusalem, to be tried and panished. * ' 
' It was howeter ^nuVs peculiar happiness, that the Almighty denied t<> 
employ him in a work of a very different nature, and,' accordingly stdj^ft 
him ib his journey : for as he was traTelling between Jerasalem aind Ds- 
ln»icas, to execote the commission of the Jewish Sanfaedrhn,' a refiilgeilt 
light, far exceeding the brightness of the sun, darted \ipoii faim ; «t vmtii 
buUi he and his companions were terribly amazed and confbnnded',' fflilHBg 
together with their horses, prestfate on' the ground. Amidst this confddon^ 
k voice was heard in the Hebrew language; saying, ** Saul, Saul, wbrpier- 
■ecoteit thoo me ?" To which Saul replied, «« l\ ho art thou Lord?** ciif 
«ras immediiiely answei^, ** 1 am Jiesus," of Nazareth, ** whom' thou 
pertecnlest : it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks" As if the btet- 
fced Je^us had said, ** All thy attempts to exterpate the' faith ib'n«, will 
prove abortive, and, like kicking agamst the spikes wound and Idtineitt 
thyself the more." 

* Being now sufficiently convinced of his folly in acting against Jcscs, 
whom be was now assured to l>e the true Messiah, Saulasked, ** LorA, 
>p^hat wilt thoo have me tii do?" On which the blessed Jesvs informed 
him of the true intention of his appearance, "Arise, said he, add tfatid 
upon thy feet ; for I have appeared unto I bee for this purpose, to makethee 
A minister and a witness, both of these things which thou hast seen, liid 
Df those things in the which 1 will appear unto thee ; delivering theeffom 
the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now i send' thee; to Of"^ 
their eyes, and Id tutn ti.em from darkness to light, and from the poW^r 
of Satan unld Ood, that they may receive forgiveness of sSor, 'ind 
inheritance anfiongst them which are sanctified by taith that is ih mtiL^ 
Acts xxvi. 16, 17, 18. And for further instrDctk>n, this immacuhte 
Jesus referred him to one of his fuilowsrs, named Ananias, cortimandib^ 
him to repair immediately to the city, and receive further inctSrnctioa 
from that disciple. . ' 

The men who were with him heard the voice, but did not see the persbu 
who spake from heaven : in ail probability they were ignorant of tber He- 
brew language, and therefore only heard a con fused 'sound; fortbeapoi^ 
himself tells us, that Ihry beard not the voice of him . that spake, tbat 18^ 
they did Qot hear it with a proper degree of understanding. 

SquI now arose from the earth, but fotirtdi^imselfdeprived of 'sight, the 
reiplendent brightness of the Vision being too intense for mortal eVes to be^ 
hold. His companions therefore led liiin by the hand to.th^ city-of Dir 
iQAscns, where he entered the house of Judas, and remained there thri^ 
days without sight, n{*r did he either eat ordrink but spent his lime in 
prayer to the Almighty, beseeching him' tu pardon the sins of bii'pait'lUri 
and be gracrouA to him. 




very 

Damascus, 

inanding him to'go into such'k street of thtrd^y, ond ennuire inrtb^ ^^.^ 
of Jodas, for one Saul of TtLttoSy 'then offerin'g'up the most fJRr/eat ^f^ 
ers to the throne of grace. Ananias, who was vei^ readv tii/b6ey. the obni; 
mandii of the Most High: startled" c(t the naftief, ' havinif ne«rd of bis Moodf 
practices at Jilrosalem, and what coAftnilsMon h^ w^is now dome iot^ft^n 
M Damascus .-''he tliercfore susjccUd {th»rt- h»spieljerrded cbhtcr»fon Wai 
fiothing more' than a snare artfnlly'iiid lor the'CbDiUans,; But oqr'U^ 
•ed Saviour soon removed his appi^bensiins^ by lellit^g' blip ibftt tja^iVi'' 



nidoni WMv BDtinlf deilitnte af FonndatioD ; and lh«t he had nnw taVen 
3i1mMK'c6oBen'4eitet lopr^c^thegMpet bothio Ih^ Jens aod Gentilci, 
Vnd even before the matert monarchi of the earth; acquainting liim. tf 
'till! s line time, witii the great thingi'. be ihould do aOf) ='i(ft;i- fnr tbp salLe 
.'of tlic gospel, wHat chains and impriaonraents. what rack^ arid icouri'^, 
VhBt'hunger and thVtt, what alii^Wrecbi, aiid thtt, at It^t, he i\n>\i\i eve'ii 
'iiutTec dc'nJi itself. ■ " " ' ' ' ' 

^ Thn fea'ta oF A"»nia» being thus qoietBd. he immediate'; obeyed tba 
'heavenly vision, repiired td the hoaie <if Jadai, and laid' hands upon Saiil, 

' ■' That Jrbds who appeared to thee' = - "■- *"' "--' ' ' 

oyaiEbt. and, by the infuuon of hi 
or thooe trulFs which thoa bait blindly a 
who now i« willihg Id recein ~ 
Mice A meihfier ofliia bodj," 
, This' ipee'cb was no Booner prononneed, than there fell from h^t eja 
tbicW Qlmi re^etnbling acalei, and he received bis ■ieji^ and after baptig(& 
COh'eraei Ffaely with the'CHriitiansof Damascus. jSof did fje only cop- 
Terse with ihem ;' he alio to the great aitonishmettt of the whole churd), 
5 reached the gospel to those Christiani he came down with an intention t^ 
.estroy, baldly asserting, " that Jesus was t'be Christ, the Sop of God ;" 
%i)4 proving it to the Jew* - with luuh demJnitralive evidence,' that' the* 
here confonuded, and foitod it iinpossible to aniwet hira, or di9pn>*e 1>" 
j^Fgiiments. .1 

' St. Panl did not stay long at DimasciK after hla conversion ; nor did 
he return to Jernsalem ; but being comirianded to preach the go<ipet to tb^ 
Gentiles, be retired into Arabia fttrm, where he received a fiill' rcveta- 
te>n oFa)t the mysteiiea of Chrittianily ; For he himielf declares (hat ^e cori- 
_ Versed not with flesh and bluod. And having preached in se'vej'al parts of 
tbat country for some time, he relarned again to Damascus, applf' 
ing himself with the atmost assiduity to the great work of the mieistrj, 
Ire^uentfng the synagogues there, 'powerfully confuting the objectioni coni- 
TOonly made by the deicendants of Jacob against Jksus of Na^arctb, at4 
Gonv^rttng great numbers df the Jews and Gentiles to the faith. 

This apostle was indeed remarkablj zealous in his preaching, an^ Uesied 
with a very'extraoid'nary method of reasoning, whereby he proved the fon- 
damental points of Christiaaity beyond eKception. This irritated the Jew* 
to' (hq'highe^ degree : and, at length, after two or three years contiraanCe 
in those' parts, they found meaos to prevail on the governor of Damagcu^ 
to have him put to death : but they knew it wouhl be difficult t'o take hini, 
as he had so ni^ny' friends in the city ; they therefore kept tberDselvei ^ 
continnal watch, searched all! he houses where they supposed he might 
conceal l|im*el£^ and elso obtained a ^iiard from the governor to observe ' 
Ibe gates in order to nreveat his escaping From the place. 

His Christian friends were far forin deserting him in this diitfns; lbp<f 
tried every method that olfered, to procure his escape : but iiqding il im- 
VOsiible'lVirblni to pass through either of the gates of the city, tbey let b^ 
down from one of their honscs through a window in a basket,' Qve'r th^ 
wall, by which means the crael designs of bis enemies were rendered in- 
effeotual. St. Paul having that escaped from his mnlicions persecutors, 
jepaired to J[erasa]em, and, on his arrival, addressed himself lo ttie church: 
hut they knowiRE wall the former temper and principles of tbii great per- 
•ecutor, ihk)Dned hit company, till Barnabas brought him to Eteter, wbg 
vraa not jet c»it into prison, and to James our Lard's brother, bishop' cT 
jerasalsm, informing them of his miraculoos conversion, and that ne tii|^ 
preac^d tl)e gospel with the greatest boldness in the synagogue erf Damas- 
cus ; apnn which they (;tadly received him, end entertained bim fift^B 
iftjt witb the greatest hospitality and affection . 
' JQjt naa remarkably assidaoas during this interval, in pre«ehinc the ejff; 

'' ^" " lofGod, and confuting tAe ilellenisVic Je««, >\^^A^&V™''' 4 



pelottbaSonofC 
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«it coorege and mofatiOB. Bat taares were soon laid for bini* ai mtXicB 
can as eaiilj cease lo be» as to remaio inacLire ; and being warned bj God 
In a vision, that bis testimony wonld not be received at Jernsalem, & there- 
fore It was necessary for bini to depart and preach the gospel to the Gen* 
tiles. Accordingly, being condacted by the brethren to Csaarea Pbilippi, 
lie set sail for Tarsos, his native city ; from whence he was soon alter 
broagbt by Barnabas to Antioeh, to assist him in propagating Chriitianitj 
in that cRy. In this employment he spent one whole year, and had lbs 
pleasore of seeing the gospel flourish in a very remarkalue mauier in ihoitt 
parts. 

Here the disciples first aoqaired the name of Christians, for litfore tbcy 
yrere styled Nazareens ; but this appellation soon prevailed ail over Iho 
world, and the former was, in a few ages, almost entirely laid aside. 

A terrible famine, foretold by Ugabas, happened about thia time, lii 
peveral parts of the Roman empire, particularly in Jadea ; which indaced 
the Christians at Antioch to compassionate the miseries of their brethren 
at Jerusalem ; and accordingly raised considerable contributions for their 
relief, which they sent to the capital of Jndea by the hands of Barnabas and 
Saul who, immediately afler executing their commission, returned to An* 
tioch. But while tbcy were performing the public exercises of religion, 
it was revealed to them by the Huly Ghost, that they should set apart 
Birnabas and Saul, to preach the gospet in other places, which was ae- 
cardingly done, and they were immediately deputed for that service bjr* 
prayer, fasting, and the imposition of hands. 

They first of ail visited Seleucia, where they did not continue long, but 
tailed for Cyprus ; and at Salamis, a great city in that Island, they preach- 
ed in the synajfogue of the Jews. From hence they removed to Paphos, 
the residence ofSergius Pauluj, the proconsul of the Island, a man of great 
wisdom and p!Ut]-nce, but miserably seduced by the wicUed artifices of 
Bar-Jesos, a Jewish imposter, who styled himself filymas, or the magician, 
jrehemently opposed the apostles, and kept the proconsul from embracing 
the faith, as preached by them. 

However, the. proconsul called for the apostles, who, after checking Ely- 
mas for his milicious opposition to the truth, told him the divine veil* 
geance was now ready to seise upon him ; and immediately he was deprived 
of his sight. The vengeance of the Almighty, in depriving him of the use 
of his bodily eves, bore a remarkable analogy to the blindness of those of 
his mind, which were so wilfully and maliciously shut against the light of 
the gospel, and aUo endeavoured to l^eep others in darkness and ignorance. 
This miracle convinced the proconsul or the truth of the doctrines tiughk 
by the apostles and made him a convert to Christianity. 

After this remarkable succebs in Cyprus, St. Paul repaired to Phrygia 
and Pamphilui, and taking Titus with him in the room of Mark, who wu 
gone to ierusslem, travelled to Antioch, th)e metropolis of Fisidia. Soon 
after their arrival, they entered the synagogue of the Jews on the Sabbath- 
day, and after tUe reading of the law, Paul being invited by the rulers of 
the synagdgur, d::livered himself in the following manner: *' Hearken, all 
ye descendants of Jarob, and ye that fear the Almighty, to the words of 
my mouth. The God of Israel made choice of our fathers, and loved 
them, when they had no city of their own to dwell in, but were atrangers, 
and slaves in l:)i^\pt, bringing them Irom thence with a mighty hand, and 
A stretched out arm ; fed them in the wilderness forty years, .and wooM not 
•offer his anger to rise against them, though they oflen provoked him in 
the desert. On thVir arrival in the land he promised their fatheira, ba 
destnvyed the nations that inhabited it, and placed them in that frultAil 
eountrv, dividing; it in them by lot, for their iniir'ritance. 

'* As soon as llioy were sutlled in the land, be gave them Judges during 
CDnr hundred and fifty ycarb, till Samuel the prophet: bat on Uifir " 
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log a Iking, he placed over them Saol, tbe son of Cis, a Benjamite whr 
r^ned about forty j^ears ; and after bit death he pfaccd David' on t6^ 
throne of Israel, giving him this testimony, **• I have found David, tbe sonr- 
of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will.'' And . 
according to his promise, the Almighty hath raised op to the ions of Da- 
Tld a Saviour Je&vs, which is Chi^ist tbe Lord. The baptism having 
been preached before his coming by John : and as the forerunner executed - 
his office, he asked bis followers, «« Whom think ye that 1 am i^ Yo» 
nest not mistake me for the Messiah ; be will soon foltow me : but I ai» 
not worthy to perform the meanest office for him. 

'' Therefore ye descendants of Abraham, and all others who fear thef 
Almighty, to you " is the word of this Mblvatioii sent.'' For tbe inhaU- 
tants of Jerusalem, and rulers of Israel, being ignorant of him, and the 
Toices of the prophets, though read every Sabbath in their synagogues, ful- 
filled their predictions by condemning the immaculate Son of the Most 
High. These found indeed no fault io him, though they earnestly desfared 
niate that he might be crucified. 

«• Every thing that had been written by the prophets eoncerning him^ 
Mog miw fulfilled, they took him from tbe tree, and deposited bis body 
in the chambers of tbe grave : but deatb had no power to detain him : 
his Almighty FUtber raised him from the habitations of the dead. After 
whksb, he was seen during many days by bis disciples who attended him 
from Galilee, and who are the witnesses, chosen by Omnipotence, of these 
great and miraculous works. And we now declare unto you glad- tidings, 
namely. That the promise made by the Almighty to our forefathers, he 
bath performed to us their children, by raising Jesus from the dead, Tho 
prophet David also said, «' Thou art my Son, this day have 1 begotten 
thee." He also foretold, that he should return from the chambers of 
tbe dust, and no more be subject to corruption : *^ 1 will give him,'' said 
he, *'the sure mercies of Ehivki." And again, *< Thou shalt not sufiFer 
thine Holy One to see corruption.^" Now this prophecy most relate to the 
Messiah, for David himself, after he had swayed the sceptre of Israel ^ 
certain time fell asleep, was deposited in the chambers ef the grave and hit 
fiiesh saw corruption : but the great Son ef David, whom the Almighty 
raised from the dead, never saw corruption, as it was written of him. 

*' Therefore, be it known unto you, men and brethren, that through thit 
Saviour is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins : it is by his raerita 
we are justified from all things, which were impossible by the law of Moses^^ 
Be careful, therefore, lest what was foretold by the prophets come upon 
you, *' Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and peiish : ^for i work a work in 
your days, a work whxeh you shall in bo wise believe^ though a man de- 
dare it unto you." 

The apostle's speech bad the desired effect ; for several of the Jews^ 
who were convinced of the truth, desired to hear him on the next Sabbath^ 
and the apostles persuaded them to continue firm in the belief of these* 
things. The ensuing Sabbath almost the whole city flocked to hear tha- 
apostles ; at which the Jews were filled with envy, and contradicted Paul, 
uttering many blasphemous expressions against the name of JTesus otyns 
smretb : but their opposition could not daunt the apostles, who boldly de« 
clared, that our blessed Saviour had charged tbem to preach the gospel 
fiilrst to the Jews ; but as they so obstinately rejected it, they were now te 
address themselves to the eentiles ; who, hearing this, rejoiced exceedingly, 
magnifying the word of the Almighty, and many ef them embraced the 
doctrines of the gospel. This increased the malice and fViry of the Jewi^ 
who by false and artfol insinuations prevailed on some of the more devout 
and honourable women to bring over their husbands to their party ; br 
which means, Paul and Barnabas were driven out of the city. At whicb 
the apostles departed, shaking off the dust from their feet, as a testimony 
agaloat thjur ingraiitBd<^ iufidelity, and rejaetion of the (ospeL 



ibi LtVe op JBStS CkRIsf . «jii his APdSTLgS, ii. 

l%ey wtat froiB Antioch to Icooiom, the metropoIU pf uja^pii^, % 
|irovinoe of the Lesser Aite, where Ihey again entered into. the ;iji^ogiM 
of the JFewi, notwithttanding Ibe illTtreatment Ihejr had met with fi^aiii tba 
Jewt in other placet ; for so greait nves their zeal for the gospel, tibki 
Ihey were not to be deterred from preaching it by ill qsage, hQiren^ 
gitfat. Therefore, according to their usual method, they i^n be^t 
gati theil- preaching in the as!«mbly of Israelites ; and the /Uinighlgf.io.fac 
aiaisted their endeavours, that many, both Jews and proselylea. heliereA,. 
Hieir success encouraged them to continue a considerablfs time in thii 
city, to instruct the converts, and confirm their faith by niiracles. • JBot. 
though they- had gained a considerable part of the city .to the foith^ yei 
many continued in their infidelity : the old leaven of Jewi«b malice Jbegao 
again to ferment, and the unbelieving Jews, having stirred. up the Gea« 
tiles against the apostles, at last prevailed on the multitude to atone tbemfr 
but the apostles having timely notice of their design, fled from- the oity» ihI: 
travelled to Lystra, where they preached the gospel to the inhabitaDtfy and 
fthoie who dwelt in the country adjacent. 

At Lystra, there \Ta8 a man amongst the converts, wbo^ had been laiif» 
from his mother's womb, and never had walked : and Paul, perceiving 
that he had faith to be saved, thought proper to add the cgce^f bis body 
to that of his son!, knowing that it would not only be beneficial tohioiy. 
bot bo all the rest of the believers, by confirming their faith ; and, thattha. 
miracle might be wrought in the most conspicuous manner, he, in the 
midst of the congregation, said in an audible voice to the man,: *'^ SltAd . 
upright on thy feet :" and the words were no sooner pronounced, (ban hit 
strength was at once restored, and he leaped op and walked, praising God,, 

lliey who were eye-witnesses to this miracle well knew, that it wat 
Il6t wrought by any hnman power ; bot having been initiated into the sar 
perstitious customs of the Heathens, cried out, in the speech of Lycoanie, 
**' The Crods are come down to us in the likeness of men." And according* ■ 
ly they called Barnabas Jupiter, because of his venerable gravity, and. 
nnl, Mercury, from his eloquence. Nor was it long before, the whole, city . 
reioanded with acclamations; so that almost all the inhabitants gathered, 
themselves together, and, preceded by the priest of Jupiter, and oxen dresir. 
ed in garlands, they came to the house where the apostles were, intending 
to do sacrifice to them : but as soon as Barnabas and Paul understood their : 
Intentions, they were greatly affected at this superstitious attempt ; and 
rending their clothes to express their grief and abhorrence of the actioD, 
rah to them, crying out, ** Ye men of Lystra, ye are mistaken in. the ob- 
ject of your worship ; for though we have done many miracles in thenanM 
'& by the power of Christ, yet we are no more than men, St sdbjectto tfaej 
same passions as yourselves, & preach unto you the glad-tidings of salvatioA 
that ye mayforsake the vanities of this world, and turn to the Living God,? 
who created the heaven and the earth, the sea, and all the creatures, thsy . 
contain. This Omnipotent Being suffered all nations formerly to waU^ia. 
their own ways, though he never left himself without a witness, dmog the . 
greatest good to the children of men ; it is he that sendeth rain ihim.haa*. 
Ten, and crowneth the year with fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with 
joy and gladness.*' .• . t 

The apostles' arernment had the desired effect ; and the people were it. 
Ifst, though with difficulty, persuaded to lay aside their intended idolalitMlt. 
sicrifiuc; and surely no argument could be more proper to affect the. 
minds of the audience. Is it possible to survey the several parti of the 
creation, Sl not discover in every place, evident traces of an Infinite wtadom^ 
power, and goodness ? Who can contemplate the heavens, and Jiei dtsoam. 
the wisdom of Omnipotence, adorniot; in the most beautiful* manner thoitt- 
lofty regions ? Behold the sun, how justly is that source of light and jl 
j»hceU in the eentre of the planetary choir, that each may; eiyD|f it^ 



LiFB OF JEflUS CliRtdT, md hit APOStLfiS^ ^c. 9pfr 

imfld ibwe of his prolific beami ; lo that the eirth it ool barnt by a too 
near approach, nor chilled by the Dothern blasts from Ipo grcAt a recess i, 
but impregnated with fraits and dowers^ by thehappl inflaelice of a s\\J[ 
heat, and crowned with loxuriaot plenty by the oeciign iofloebcesof tho 
seasons. Who but an Infinite Being oonld knnch twse ifiassive globe«^ 
through the immense regions ot space, and confine their notions to their 
respective orbits ? Who poiies *' the balancings of the doods, that di-. 
vides a water-course for the overflowing of waters* and a way for tbt 
lightening of thunder ?" Who can ''bind the sweet indaences of Pleiades* 
or loose the bands of Orion ?" Or who can *- bring forth Mazsaroth in his 
season, or guide Arctorns with his sons?" Do these happen by chance or 
by the secret appointment of Infinite Wisdom? Who can contemplate 
the wonderful properties of the air, the great treasury of vital breath, and 
not reflect on the Divine Wisdom that formed it ? If we survey ths 
earth, we there discover the footsteps of an Almighty Being, who *' stretch- 
est the North over the empty place, & hangeth the earth npOn nothing -y* 
filling it with a great variety of admirable and useful creatures, and main* 
taining them all by the bounty of his hand. It is he that clothes iha 
grass with delightfal verdure, that crowds the year with his loving-kind- 
ness, atid causes the vallies .to stand thick with corn. It is he that '^ mak- 
eth the grass to grow upon the mountains, and herb for the service of 
men:'' be adorns the lilies of the field, that neither toil nor spin, with a 
glory that excels the pomp and grandeur of Solomon^s court: " He shut 
up the sea with doors, and said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further, 
mnd here shall thy proud waves be stayed." It is this Almighty Being that 
arrests the storms, and smooths the tempestuous billows of the deep ; 
that delivereth the mariner from all his troubles, and bringeth his ship 
into the desired haven of safety, tlow reasonable, therefore, is it that 
we should worship and adore this Omnipotent, this kind Creator, and not 
transfer the honours doe to him alone, to frail mortals, much less to dumb 
idols, the works of men's hands, which cannot profit. 

Thus having persuaded the people to desist from the idolatrous worship 
they would have paid them, the apostles continued their labours in io-* 
structing the people, and planting in this city the gospel of the Son of 
God : iKit the malice of the Jews still pursued them ; for some of these 
bigotted Israelites coming from Antioch and Iconium, exasperated and 
•tirred up the multitude ; so that those very persons who could hardly ba 
Festrained from oflering sacrifice to them, now used them like slaves, ston- 
ing them in so cruel a manner, that t^aul was thought to be dead, and aa 
auch they dragged him out of the city ; but while the Christians of Lystra 
were attending on his corpse, probably in order to carry him to his grave, 
Ive arose and. returned with them ioto the city ; and the next day departed 
with Barnabas to Derbe where they preached the gospel, and converted 
many ; no danger being able to terrify them from the work of the minis- 
try and publishing the glad tidings of salvation in every place they come to* 

However, they did not long continue at Derbe, but returned to Lystra, 
Iconium, and Antioch of Pis^a, confirming the Christians of those placea 
in the faith, earnestly persuading them to persevere, and not be discour- 
aged with those trouble and persecutions which they must expect would 
attend the profession of the gospel. And that ibe uffairs of the chorch 
might be conducted with mere regularity, they ordained elders and pas- 
tors, to teach, to instruct, and to watch over them ; and then left them to 
the protection of the Almighty lo whoso care they recommended them by 
lasting and prayer. 

The Apostles, after leaving Antioch, passed through Pisidia, and camo 
to Pamphylia ; and after preaching the gospel at Perga, they went dowa 
to Attalia. Having thus finished the circuit of their ministry, they return- 
iid back to Aotioch in Syria^ jCroia wbcoce they at first departed. Hwe 
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tliey fldmmoned tlie church, tnd gave them atk' account of tbeir Miniitrjr'^ 
the suceesf it bad met with in these dtfTerent parts, and bow great ft doo^ 
Bad thus been opened for the conversion of the heathens. 

Durin^^ St. Paul't stay at Antioch, that famoas controversy, nSating to* 
the ohttervation of the Jewish ceremontes in the Christian dispeasatioa^ 
was set on foot by certain Jewish converts, to the disturbance of the whole 
chnrch. And it was determined to send Paol and Barnabas to coQwlt 
with the Apostles and charch at Jerasalem, that this affair might be set-* 
Hed on the mo&t solid foondation. On their arrival at Jerusalem, Ibey first 
addressed themselves to Peter, James, and John, the pillars of that church, 
by whom they were kindly entertained, and admittecl to the right-hand of 
fellowship. And perceiving by the account given them by St. Paul, that 
the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed to him, as that of the dr- 
riimcision was to Petrr, they agreed that Peter should preach to the Jewi« 
ffnd Paul to the Gentiles. This being determined, a council was sum- 
moned, wherein Pbter declared his opinion^ and Paul and Barnabas ae- 
qoainted them with the great things God by their ministry, had done 
amongst the Gentiles. A plain evidence, that they were accepl«d by the 
Almighty, though uncircumcised, as well as the Jews with all their legal 
rights and privileges. Accordingly, it was unanimously determined, \iitt 
IheGenLilei were not under the obligation of the law of JHoses, and tbere- 
Ibre, for their fuller satisfaction in this matter, it was agreed, that seme 
persons of their own church should be joined with Paul and Barnabas, to 
carry the decrees of the council to Antioch. 

St. Paul and his companions, having received the decretal epistle, re- 
turned back to Antioch ; and soon after Peter himself came down. On 
reading this epistle in Ihe church, the converts conversed freely and inof- 
fensively with the Gentiles, til) some of the Jews coming thither from 
Jerusalem, Peter withdrew his conversation as if it had been a thing an war* 
rantable and uiawful. By such a strange method of proceeding, the minds 
of many were dissatisfied, and their consciences very uneasy. St. Piiu!* 
with the greatest concern, observed it, and publicly reboked Peter with 
that sharpness and severity his uawarrantabie practice called for on such wA 
impoitant occasion. 

Paul and Barnabas, soon after this dispute, resolved to visit the ehorchea 
they bad planted amongst the Gentiles, and Barnabas was desirous of 
taking with them his cousin j^Iark : but this Paul strenuously opposed, as 
he had lefl them in their former journey. This trifling dispute arose tO' 
nch a height, that those two grcit apostles and fellow-labonrers in the 
gospel parted asunder ; Barnabas, taking Mark with him repaired to Cy* 
pruii. bis native eountry ; and Paul, having made choice of Silas, nnd re- 
commended the success of his undertaking to the care of Divine Pron- 
dence, set tbrward on his intended journey. 

St. Pael and Silas first visited the churches of Syria and Cilieift. eon^ 
firming them in the faith, by their instroctions and exhortations. Henoe 
Hhey sailed to Crete, where Paul preached the gospel, and constituted Titas 
to be the first bishop and pastor of that island, leaving him to settle those 
affairs of the church which time would not permit the apostle to settle 
himself. From hence Paul and Silas returned back into Gtlicia, and eatae 
to Lystra, where they found Timothy, whose lather was a Greek bot hia 
mother a Jewish convert, and by her he had been brought op under aH the 
advantages of pious and religious education, especially with regard to the 
Holy Scriptures, which he had studied with the greatest tssidnity and 
success. This person St. Paul designed for the companion of his travela, 
and a special instrument in the ministry of the gospel: bot, knowing that 
his being uncircumcised would prove a stumbfing block to the Jews^ caM*' 
ed him to be circumcised ; being willing in lawful and indifferent mttfeera, 
in order to save the souls of men, to conform himself to their tempers, a^ 
prebeasiom, and piejudices. 
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. ^t^Paal and his companioQtDow departed from Lyktria, pasted throng^ 
Phrygiaand the conntry of Gallalia, where the apoitle was entertainad 
yff'xih the greatest kindness and veneration, the people looking apon him 
as an angel sent immediately from heaven, and. being by revelatioB forbids 
den to go into Asia, he was commanded by a secoad vitioa to repur ta 
QIacedonia, to preacli the gospel. 

Accordingly, oar apostle iprepared to pass from Asia inio Eoropo. Hert 
St. Luke joined tbem« and ' became ever after the inseparable companion 
of St. Paul, who, beifi^ desirous of finding the speediest passage intp Ma- 
cedonia, took ship with bis companions Silas, Luke and Timothv, aijd 
came to Samothracia, an island in the .^en sea, not far from l^raca ; 
and the nej(t day to Neapolia, a port of Maccdoniia. Leaving Neapolit 
Ihey repaired to Philippi, the metropolis of that partef llaccdooia^ wX 
Eoman colony, where* for some days, they resided. 

Paul, accoitling to his constant practice, preached io a Proseucha or 
oratory of the Jews, which stood by the river's side, at some distance from 
this city, and was much frequented by the. devout women of their religionv 
who met there to pray and hear the law. To these St. Paul preaobtyl 
the glad -tidings of the gospel ; and, by. the influence of tbie Holy SpiciQ 
converted many, especiaily a certain woman named Lydia, a Jewishipco- 
aelyte, a seller of purple in that city, but a native of Tbyatira. This wo- 
man, being baptized with her whole family, was so importunate with SL 
Paul and his companions to abide at her house, that they were constrained 
to accept of her invitation. 

While the apostles resided, in Philippi, they conlinoed their daily cours9 
of worshipping at the same oratory. And after several days* as tbey wero 
repairing to the same place of devotion, there met them a dariitel whQ 
haA a prophethic soirit of divination, by whom her masters acquired very 
^reat advantage. l*his woman followed Paul and his companions, crying 
out, ** these men are the servants of the Most High God, which, shew 
unto us the way to salvation." Paul, at 6rst, took no notice of her, not 
being willing to multiply mir&cles without necessity : but when he saw 
ber following them several days together, he began to be troubled ; and ia 
imitation of his great Master, who would not suffer the devil to acknowl- 
edge him, lest his false and lying tongue should prejudice the truth in tlid 
minds of men, commanded the spirit, in the name of Jesus, to come out 
of her. The devil with reluctance obeyed, and left the damsel immedi- 
ately. 

As this miraculous cure proved a great loss to her masters, who acquired 
large gains from her soothsaying, they were filled with malice andcovf 
against the apostles ; and, by their instigation, the multitude arose, itna, 
seizing, upon Paul and his companions, hurried them before the magistrates 
and governors of the colony ; accusing them of introducing many innova- 
tions which where prejudicial to the state, and unlawful for them to com« 
ply with, as being Romans. The magistrates being concerned for the 
tranquility of the state, and jealous of all disturbances, were very forward 
to punish tho ofifenders, against whom the whole multitude testified ; and 
therefore commanded the oflicers to strip them and scourge them severely, 
as persons who stirred up seditions. 

The sentence was accordingly exeouted ; after whkh the apostles were 
committed to close custody, the gaoler receiving more than ordmary charges 
to keep them safely ; and he accordingly thrust them into the inner 
prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks : but the most obscure duni^ 
geon, or the pitchy mantel of the night, cannot intercept the beams of 
divine joy and comfort from the souls of such pious men. Their minds 
were all serenity, and at midnight they prayed and sung praises so lood« 
that tbey were heard in every part of the prison : nor were their prayert 
«Serad to the throne of grace in vain ; an earthquake shook the toundt* 
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llonf of the priion, opened tbe doon, loosed the chains, & let the priioneM 
•t liberty. This convofsion of nature roused the gaoler from hU ileep ; 
mnd concluding from what he law, that all his prisoners were escaped, 
was going to pot a period to his life ; hot Paul observing him, hastily cried 
*at» '* Do thyself no harm, for we are all here." The keeper was now 
as greatly surprised at tbe goodness of tbe apostles, as he wai before ter- 
rified at the thoQghts of their escape ; and calling for a light, be came im- 
mediately into the presence of the apostles, fell down at their feet* took 
ibem from the dungeon, brought them into his own house, washed their 
stripes, and begged of tbem to insruct him in tbe know ledge of that God 
«rbo was mighty to save and deliver. 

The gaoler's request was readily granted by St. Paul, who replied, That 
}f be believed in Jesus Christ, he might be saved, with his whole bouse* 
Acc4)rding1y, the gaoler with all his family, were after a competent instruc- 
tion bapiised, and received as members of the church of Christ. How 
happy a change does the doctrine of the gospel make in the minds of men 2 
How does it smooth tbe roughest tempers, and instill the sweetest princi- 
bici of civility and good-nature into the minds of men ! lie who, but r 
few moments before tyrannized over the apostles now treated tbem with th» 
greatest respect and tbe highest marks of kindness he was capable of shewing. 

When it was day, the magistrates, either hearing what had happened, or 
reflecting on what they had done, as too harsh and unjustifiable, sent tbdr 
Serjeant to the gaoler with orders to discharge the apostles. The gaoler 
joyfully delivered the message, and bid them depart in peace : but Pauf, 
that he might make the magistrates sensible what injury they had done 
them, and how unjustly they had punished them without examination or 
trial, sent them word, that as they bad thought proper to scourge and im- 
prison liomans, contrary to the laws of the empire, he expected they 
should come themselves, and make them some satisfaction for the illegal 
treatmeiu they had received. 

This message terrified the magistrates who well knew bow dangerous 
It was to provoke the formidable power of tbe Romans, who never suffer- 
ed any freeman tob«^ beaten uncondemned ; they came therefore to the 
prison, and very submissively entreated the apostles to depart without any. 
further disturbance. This small recompence for the cruel usage they baa 
received was accepted by the meek followers of tbe blessed Jesus ; thej 
left the prison, and retired to the house of Lydia, wh^'re they comforted 
their brethren with an account of their deliverance, and departed ; having 
laid the foundation of a very eminent church, as appears from St. PanPs 
epistle to the church of Philippi. 

Paul & his companions leaving th»s city, continued their journey towards 
tbe West, tUI they came to Thessalonica, the capital of Macedonia, about 
an hundred and twenty miles from Philippi. On their arrival at Thessa- 
lonica, Paul, according to his custom, went into the synagogue ef tbe 
Jews, and preached unto his countrymen ; the ungrateful usage he bad 
met with in other places, not discouraging him from persevering in so glo- 
rious a work. His doctrine however was btrennously opposed by the Jews, 
who would not allow Jp.sus to be the Messiah, because of the ignomink)US 
death which he had suffered. 

The apostles during their stay at Thessalonica, lodged in the bouse of a 
certain Ch^i^tian named Jason, who enlertained them very courteously.-^ 
But the Jews would not suffer the apostL'S to continue to rest ; they refused 
to «;mbrace the gospel themselves, & therefore envied it's success, & deter- 
mined to oppose it's progress ; a'*-eortlingly, tht'y gathered together a great 
number of lewd & wicked wretches, who bcbctthe hou.^e of Jason, intending 
to take Paul, and deliver him up to an incensed iiiullilude ; but in this they 
were disappointed, Paul and Silas being removed from thence by tbe Chris- 
tians, and concealed in some other part of the eitv. 'Ibeir fury however 
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wis nilier extspertted Uiah leiiened at loosing their prey ; and as ibej 
could not find the apostles of the blessed Jesus, they determined to be 
revenged od Jason, who had concealed them. Accordingly they seized od 
Jiim and some others of the brethren, and carried them before the magistrates 
of the city, accusing them, at they had before done the apostles themselves 
«t philiptti, of dislnrbing the peace of the empire, and setting up Jesus as 
a king, in derogation of the emperor's dignity and authority. This accof- 
sat;on induced both people and masistrates to be their enemieb ; and 
though Jasan was only accused of barooaring those innovators, yet the ma- 
gistrale coold not be prevailed upon to dismiss him and bis companions, till 
they had given security for their appearance when called upon. 

When the turnuit was over, the Thessalonians, who had been converted 
by them sent away Paul and Silas by nig^t to Bercea a city about fifty 
miles sooth of Thessalonica, but out of the power ot their enemies. Hera 
also Paul's great love for his countrymen the Jews, and his earnest desiro 
for their salvaUon, e^^cited him to preach to them i:^. particular : accord« 



ingly, he entered into their synagogue, and explame<i the gospel unto themt 
proving out of the Old 're.si.;rrijnt the truth of the doctriues h« advanc^ 
These Jews wero of a more candid & ingenuous^temper than those of Tbes^ 



salonica ; and as they beard him with great reverence £"id attention ejt* 
pound and apply the Scriptures, so thi*> searched diligerily, whether his 
proofs were proper & pertinent, and coniicnant to the sense of the texts he 
f-eferred to: and having found every tlik!i|?; vo be agreeable to what Paul 
had advanced, many of them believed ; unci several Gentiles following their 
(example, became obedient to thefaiih, amnngatwhon^were several women 
of quality. The news of this remarkable success was can led to Tbessa- 
lonica, and greatly incensed the inveterate enemies of the gospel there ; 
who accordingly repaired to fierc^a, and raised tumults against the apostles, 
so that Paul, to avoid their fury, was forced to leuve the town ; bat Siku 
and Timothy, either less known, or less envied continued still in th« 
place. 

Leaving Beroea under the conduct of certain guides, it was pretended 
that Paul designed to retire by sea out of Greece that his restless enemies 
might cease their persecution : but the guides according to his desire, 
brought him to Athens, and left him there, after receiving from him ad 
order for jSilas an^ Timothy to repair to him as soon as they conveniently 
poold. 

At this time Athens was the most famous academy of all Greece, and 
abounding with philosophers illustrious for their learning. Amongst th^ 
several sects that now flourished at Athens, the Stoics and Epicureanl 
were the most remarkable for their opposition to Christianity. The Epicn* 
reans because they found their pleasant and jovial humour, and their loose 
fmd exorbitant course of life, so greatly checked and controlled by the 
strict and severe precepts of the gospel ; and because the doctrines of it 
po plainly and positively asserted a Divine Providence governing the world 
and which at the last day will reward or punish every man according to 
)ii8 works. The Stojcs on the other hand, though pretending to principles 
of great and uncommon rigour and severity, and such as had the nearest 
fiffinity to the doctrines of the gospel, yet they found them very different in 
practice. That meek and humble temper of mind, that modesty and self- 
denial, which the gospel so earnestly recommends, and so strictly requires, 
were directly opposite to the immoderate pride and ambition of that sect, 
who were not ashamed to affirm, that their sages acd philosophers were 
not inferior to God himself in wisdom. 

During Paul's abode at Athens, expecting the arrival of Silas and Tim- 
othy, he walked up and down, to take a more accurate survey of the city, 
which he found misierably over-run with superstition and idolatry. The 
iflfa^bitants were remarkably religious and devout : they had a great nam- 
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ber of gods whom they adored ; false, indeed thej were, bat sach ftilhejTy 
being destitute of rerelation, accounted true : and fo very GV^foI wera 
thpy, taht no deity should want doe honour from theiD, that th^ bad an 
a!ter inscribed TO TfIC UNKNOWN GOP. A great variety orreasoni 
arc given for this inscription : some affirm, that it was the name which th« 
Pn^ans generally gave to the God of the Jews ; but others think that. 
1}csides Lhe unkoown God| it ioclaJed all the gods cf Asia', Eorope, aoq 
Africa. 

The «p:r:t of the apostle wai grieved at these soperstiliogi praclicei : ba 
!«nicr.Led to ^e so much zeal and devotroo misplaced ; and nattered him- 
self, if he could but direct it to it's proper object, it would be of croioent 
service to the church of Christ. Accordingly, he exerted all bis strength 
for their conversion ; disputing on the ?&bbath da}s in the synagogues of 
th«*. Jews ; and at ether times took all upport unties uf preaching to tlis 
Atbcrnians the coming cflbe J^Jessah to aa\e the world from sio aud 
misery. 

The apostle's doctrine was equally new and strange to the Athenians ; 
^nd though they did not persecute him as the Jews did. yet l!*s preaching 
Jesus was conpidered hy the Epicurean and Stuic philosophers as a fabu- 
lous le^f^end ; and by the more sob?r part as a discovery of some new gods, 
which they had not y«*t placed in their temples : and though they were noi 
unwilling to receive any new deities, }et as the Areopagus, thcs supreme 
court of the city, was to judge of all gods, to whom public worship might 
be allowed, they brought him before those judges, to give ao accoont cf 
hi? dpci4ine in their hearing. 

Being: placed before the judges of this high assembly! St. Paul readSIf 
gave lliem an account of his doctrine, in a grave and elegant speech; 
5^-hercin he did not tell (.hem they were horrible and gross tdolatori, 
lest he :$boul(7 ofTend them, and tliereby prevent tliem from listening to 
bis reasons; but having commended them for their religious disposition ># 
be took ocrasion from the alter in&prlbed to the unknown God, to make a 
proper defence of his doctrine. *' I endeavoqr, said he, only to explain 
that aher to you, and manifest the nature of that God whom ^e ignoraotly 
w^l^Ilip ; which is the God that made the world, and all things therein: 
and who being Lord of ail,. dwelt not in temples made with hands, nor it 
to be wcrshipued in lifeless idols. As he is the Creator of all things, ha 
cannot be connned to the workmanship of man, whether temples, or stat- 
ues ; nor stands in need of sacrifices, since he is the fountain of life to all 
things. He made from one common original the whole race of mankind, 
and hath wisely determined their dependence on him, that they might be 
obliged to seek after him and serve him, A truth perceivcable in the daik- 
est flate of ignorance, and acknowledged by one of your own peets. If 
this be the nature of God, it is surely the highebl absurdity to represent bim 
by any image or similitude. The divine patience ha'-h been too modt 
exerciited already with ^uch gross abuses in religion ; but now expects a 
thorough reformation, having sent his son Jests Christ to make bim 
knoirn to the world, and at the same time to inform them that be hath ap« 
poinded a day of general judgment, when the religion of mankind aball be 
tried by the test of the gospel, before his only begotten Son, who is ap* 
pointed sole Judge of quick and dead, and whose commission to thpt high 
«>fliee hath been ratified by the Almighty, in raising him from the dead by 
bis almighty power." 

He had no sooner mpn^ioned the resurrection, than some of the pbifoio- 
fi^frs mocked and derided liim ; other? more modest, but net satisfied 
v.ith the proofs hr h'dd given, gravely answered, " We would hear Ibee 
a.i^u'.n of this mati*T." After which Taul departed from the court ; but 
rot without some success : for a few of his auoitors bpli»»ved and attended 
Li* inttr;Dl'ons ; smcngst v/bom were Oionysiui one of the Judges, anl 
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nsroarifl, Uiought by sooie to bave been fait wife. And it k genendly b»i 
fieved tbat DfooysiuB was afterwards cooititated the lint bbbop •£ Atbenft 
ty this «postIe. 

While 5t, Pbul reimained at AAfaeni, Timal^y according to the order ha' 
bad recenvedy caine lb bim odt of Maetedonta, and bronght an account that 
fbe CbristlaM at Theafalonica were mderperflecution trom tbeir follow eiu 
nens ever since his departure, at whicb BL Paal was greatly contemoi^ 
and at first Inelined to visit them in perion, to confirm tben in the faith 
they had embraced ; but being hindered by the enemies of the gospel, hb 
sent Timothy to comifoit thieimy and pot them in mind of what they had at 
^rst heard» tiamely^ that per^aculioB would be the oonstant acttendaRt oil 
their profession. 

St. Pan! left Athens on Timothy's departtnre, and travelled to Corintb.« 
very popiQlom phiee, and fambife for it's trade. Here be found Ac^«iia^ 
ami Priscilfo Ma wife, lately <5ome from Italy, after baving been baD<» 
ished from Rome by a decree of Claadius ; and they being of the samla 
trade be hirasellf had learned in his youth, be wroaght with them that ho 
might not be burdensome to tlie new converts in that city . 

'Ilie ap69tie after some stay in Corinth, was joined by Silas and l^mo^ 
thy and dztputed frequently m the synagogue, reasoning and proving iha 
isans wa^ thift true Messiah. This exasperated the Jews to the great«sa 
degree, and what they cbutd nOttsohquer by argament and force of reason, 
thev endeavoured to carry by noise and clamour, Mended with bhisphemieft 
and rcvilings ; the last refage of an impotent and baffled came. Bat QL 
Puu), to testify bis resentment, shook his garment, and told them, that since 
they were determined to pull down the vengeance of heaven upon their 
own beads, be wa9 absolutely guiltless and innocent, and would faencefortb 
address himself to the Gentiles : accordingly he left thenar and repaired t4» 
tlm house of Justus, « religions proeelyte, where by his preaching and mk* 
acles, lie converted great numbers to the faith ; amongst which were Cris* 
ptjs the chief ruler of the synagogue. Gains, and Stephanos, who with then 
limilies were baptised and admitted members of the church of Chtist. 

Inasmuch as the oonstant returns of malice and Ingratitude ar« fiufficienll 
t^ tire the largest charity, and cool the most generoua resolution ; our dear 
Redeemer, therefore, that the apostle nHght not be discouraged by the rest- 
less attempts and machinations of his enemies, appeared to him in a vision^ 
and told him, that notwithstanding the bad success he had hitherto met 
with, there was a large harvest to be gathered in tbat place, that be should 
pot be afraid of his enemies, but preach the gospel boldly and fiiithfully, foe 
that he himself would protect and preserve him from every dahger. 

St. Paul seems ubout this time to have written his first epistle to th« 
Tbessalonmns, Silas and Timothy being lately returned from thenee, and 
delivered the message for which he had seat them thither. The principal 
design of this epistle is, to confirm them in the belief of the Christian to- 
]igion,and excite them to persevere in it, notwithstanding all the malice 
of their enemies, and the persecutions they must ex^ct to safier ', and ta 
Instruct them in the duties of their high vocation. 

Doriftg these transactions, the malicious Jews were plotting bia destruo- 
tion : but being for some time disappointed, their malice elwnged into fu- 
ry, and they hurried the apostle before the tribunal of Gallic, elder brother 
to the famous Seneca, and'proconsul of the province, aconnighim of being 
an innovator in religion, ^ of endeavouring to introduce a method of wor* 
ahippinff God contrary to law. Paul #as ready to have made bis defence ; 
but Gallio prevented bim, by telling his accasers, that if be had been gniltjf 
of any injustice be would have heard their complaint and redrMaed their 
grioiranee ; but as it was nothing but a controversy about words antt 
names, he would have nothing to do with it. But the Jews continuing Iheir 
clamour, he commanded his officefs to drive tbem from the tribunal v 
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which w«B ftocordingljT done, and sbme of the townamen sdxed upon Sotf 
Inotone of Ibe rnlersof the synagogue, and beat bim before the jodgmenl*. 
iMifc, the proconinl giving himself no concern about it Tboi were the de* 
ffigni of the kpoltle'a eneniei rendered abortive \ and Paul continiwd with« 
out any farther oppotition, to preach the doctrine of the gospel doring tf 
year and a half, wlien he left tm church at Corinth, to vuit olhen be had 
flanted in different parts of the east. 

While the apostle continoed at Corinth he wrote his seeottd Eptsfcle to Um 
Thessaloniani, to snpptj^ bis absence. In this Epistle he again eodeavoara 
to conBrm their minds m the troth of the gospel, and prevent their being 
shaken with those troubles which ihe wicked and anbelieving JeWi woolS 
be continually raising against them. And becanse some pasiagea in Ui 
fbrmer Epistle relating to the destruciioti of the Jews had been mitandef- 
fltood, as if the day of the Lord was near at hand, he rectifies these mistake^ 
and shews the sign that mast precede oor Lord's coming to jodgmeot m 
the latter days. 

Leaving tfac charch at Corinth, St^ Paal took ship at Cenchrea* the porl 
pf Corinth, for Syria, taking with bim Aqoila and Priscilla ; and oo hU ar* 
rival at Ephesds, he preached a while in the synagogao of the Jews, |vor 
nising to return to them after keeping the passever at Jerusalem. Atf' 
eording1y< he again took ship, and landed at Casariai and froa thenca 
travelled to Jerusalem^ where he kept the feast, visited the chorch, and 
then repaired to Antioch : here he stayed some tine, and then traversed 
the countries of Galatia and Pbrygia, till he came to Epbesus, confirmiQg 
Ihe new converted Christians. 

While the apostle was taking this large circuit. Providence took care of 
the chnrches of Ephesus and Corinth, by means of one Apollos, and elo* 
onent Jew of Alexandria, and well acquainted with the law and writiagi of 
the prophets. This man coming to Ephesus. though he was only instrocU^ia 
the first rudiments of Christianity, and John's baptism ; yet be taught with 
great courage, and a most powerful zeal. After being fully instructed in Iha 
h\ih by Aquila and Priscilla, he passed over into Achaia, being furnished 
with recommendatory letters by the churches of Ephesus and Corinth;** 
He was of the greatest service in Achaia, in watering what Pftul had plant"* 
cd, confirming the disciples, and powerfully convincing the Jews, thai 
Jiiflvs was the true Messiah promised in the Scriptures of the Old Tetla- 
inent. 

Leaving Apollos thns usefully employed, St. Paul retnmed to Epheioi^ 
where he fixed his abode for three years, bringing with him Gaftrsof 
Derbe, Arista rch us a native of Thessalonica, Timotheos and firaatui of 
Corinth, and Titus. The first thing he did after his arrival was to esa- 
nine certain disciples, whether they had received the Holy Ghost sinetf 
they believed ? To which they answered, ** That the doctrine they had 
jeceived, promised nothing of that nature ; nor had they ever heard that 
•och an extraordinary spirit had of late been bestowed upon the church.^ 
This answer surprized the apostle who asked them In what nane ^kef 
bad been baptized ; since^ in the Christian form, the name of the fitely 
Ghost was always expressed ? They replied, that they had only receiv^ 
John's baptism ; which, though it eniolned men to repent, yet meatloMd 
nothing expressly concerning the Holy Ghost, or it^s gifts or powers* 
Upon which the apostle informed them, that though John^s baptism dom* 
inanded nothing but repentance, yet it tacitly implied the whole docCriDO 
of Christ and the Holy Ghost. When they heard this, they were 
baptized according to the form prescribed by Christ himself, thatlsy 
in the name of the blessed Trinity ; and af^er the apostle had pi^yed and 
laid his hands upon them, they recsivcd the gifts of tongues and othorni* 
rac«k>us powers. 
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fit. Pkul, after this, entered into the Jewish synagogaen, were for tlie 
first tliree months, he contended tnd disputed with the Jewii, endeavoor- 
in^ with great earnestness and resolntion to convince them of the troth 
of the Christian religion. Bat when instead of success he met with nothing 
but obstinacy and infidelity, he left the synagogue, and taking those with 
him whom he had converted, instructed them and others who resoited to 
hjm» in the school of one Tyrannas, a place where scholars used to be 
iiistracted. In this manner he continaed to preach the gospel two whole 
years ; by which means the Jews and proselytes of the whole proconsular 
Asia had an opportunity of hearing the glad-tidings of salration. And 
because miracles are the clearest evidence of a divine mission, the Almighty 
was pleased to testify to the doctrine which St. Paul delivered by amazing} 
and miraculous operations, many of which were of a peculiar and extraor- 
dinary nature ; for he did not . only heal those that came to him, but if 
napkins or handkerchiefs were only touched by bim, and applied to the 
sick, their diseases immediately vanished, and the evil spirits departed oat 
^f those whom they bad possessed. 

The apostle about this time wrote his Epistle to the Gallatians ; for he 
bad heard that since his departure, corrupt opinions had crept in amongst 
them, with regard to the necessity of observing the legal rites ; and that 
several impostors had found admittance into that church, who knew no 
better method of undermining the doctrine he had planted there, than 
by vilifying his person, slighting him only as an apostle at second hand« 
not to be compared with Peter, James, and John, who bad familiarly 
Conversed with Christ in the days of his flesh, and been immediately de- 
puted by him. 

In this Epistle he reproves them with some necessary severity, for 
their being so soon led out of the right way, wherein he had placed them, 
and so easily suflfered themselves to be imposed upon by the crafty artifi* 
ces of seducers. lie vindicates the honour of his apostleship, and the 
immediate receiving his commission from Christ, he shews, that he was 
not inferior to the very best of the apostles. He largely refutes those Ju- 
daicat opinions that had tainted and infected them ; and, in the conclusion^ 
Instructs them in the rules and duties of a holy Kfe. 

While St. Paul resided at Ephesus, an accident happened which wa§ 
attended with great trouble and danger. In this city was the celebrated 
temple of Diana, a structure so magnificent for beauty, riches, and magni- 
tude, that it was reckoned one of the seven wonders of the world : but 
what increased if's fame and reputation was an image of Diana keptthere, 
which the idolatrous priests persuaded the people was made by Jupiter 
himself, and dropt down from heaven ; for which reason it was held io 
great veneration, not only at Ephesus, but throughout all Asia : so that 
people procured silver shrines, or figures of this temple ; of such a nze 
as to carry in their pockets, either for curiosity, or to stir up their devotion. 
This proved the source of a great deal of business to the silversmiths of 
Ephesus, of whom one Demetrius was the chief: this man plainly perceiv* 
ing, that Christianity tended to the subversioi^of idolatry, ky conseqaent]y« 
to the rain of their gainful employment, called all the artists together, and 
pathetically represented to them, *' How inevitably they must be reduced 
to a state of poverty, if they suflfered Paul to bring their temple and god- 
dess into contempt, by persuading people, as he did, that they were no 
gods whkh were made by the hands of men." 

On hearing this speech of Demetrius, the people were fired with a seal 
which they could no longer contain : so that they cried oat with one voice, 
* * Great is Diana of the Ephesians.'' They shoald, indeed, have consider- 
ed, that if their goddess was able to defend herself against the doctrinea 
preached by Paul, neither she nor the temple were in any danger ; where- 
as, if Paal wai able to destroy their |;ods^ it was in Tunfgr toam to reii»t 

9\ 
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bim : but interest and sapenlition meetini; in the minds of ablgotted fniif- 
tilade, fdmilled oif no reason ; thejr were ill fired with a zeal for the^ 
goddess, and determined, rf they coold find Paul, to expose Mm to tht 
beast in the theatre. The whole city was filled with the tumoU, and tbe 
<}rDwd« missing Paul, laid hold on Gains and Aristarchns, two Maibedoniani 
of Paot's company, and hnrried them into the theatre, with a design lo 
throw them to the wild beasts : Paul who was at present in a place of seett^ 
litj, hejaring of the danger to which his brethren were expoM, was Torf 
desirous of veotaring aOer them, in order to speak in theiir behalf ; bat 
was at last dissuaded from it, not only by the Christians, bat also 1^ tbt 
Gentile goiernors of the theatrical games, who were his friends, and a^ 
sored him, that he would only endanger himself, without rescniDg bit 
friends, or affording tbem any assistance. 

. The multitude were now prodigionsfy. clamorous and coAfoa^d, mosl of 
ihem not knowing the reason for which they were come together ; and* 
therefore, some cried one thing, and some another. In this distraetSos, 
Alexander, a Jewish convert, was tingled out by the mnltitiide, and )bj 
the instigation of the Jews was going to make his dbfence, in which doubt- 
less, \ie would have laid the whole blame npon Paul : hot the mnlUtbde 
perceiving hini to be a Jew, and therefore suspecting he was one of PavPt 
fissociates, raised another onlcry foif near two noors together, wbereib no- 
thing could be heard but *' GreA is Diana of the Ephiesians." This eoa- 
iosion brought the town fierkJ vjfl^ke^ the register of the games, fiiAe 
the theatre, to f uppress, if poisfHeTs^QncommoR a tumult : and faavinf 
with great diflSrulty, obtained "^lehce, calmly and discretely told the^ 
** That the world was sufficiently acquainted with the devotion paid by tw 
^pfaesians to the great goddess Diana, and the image which fell down frui 
Jupiter ; and therefore it was absolalely needless for' them to pnblisb it at 
that time ; that if Demetrius and his fraternity had any thing to alkge 
Mgainst Paul and his companions, the court were open, and they night 
bring their accusation against them ; or, if they were questioned with re- 
gard to the breach of any of their laws, the cause ought to be heard ia a 
regular aisbembly. That they would do well to consider this, and be ^jairt; 
}>aving aiready rendered themselves obnoxious to the magistrates, if tbey 
did think proper to call them to an account for the tumult wbicb Ch^ 
Jhad that day occasioned." 

The muUilude, on hearing this discourse, were convinced that they bad 
acted very improperly, and therefore repaired to their respective babita- 
iions;. and Gains, Aristarchus, and Alexander, were released without any 
liurt : but the escape of Paui was so very remarkable, that he mentioBS 
It ai ii itiiracokMis deliverance. ^' We had," says be, <<the sentence of 
death ia ourselves, that we should not tnis^ in ourselves, hut in God wfaadi 
raiseth the dead, who delivcreth us from so great a death." And in afliather 
place he tells us, *^ he fought with beasts at Ephesus," alluding either.ta 
•the design of the enraged moUitndc of throwing him to. the wildbeatftf 
, in the theatre, though th^e'T intenticn was not executed ; or to the maa- 
iners of the people! who sufficiently deserved the character of being 8a!va|^ 
;aiid brutal in the jstriclest sense of the words. 

Paul about -this^time, was informed of some dist'irbances in the cbardi 

tf of Corinth batched and fomented by a company of false teachers, crej^ ja 

anoongst themi who endeavoured to draw tnem into parties and faotioss, 

f.by.persaading one-oomjpaDy to be for Peter, anntl^er for Paul, and a third 

. Ibr Apollorf ; as if cbe principal part of religion consisted in being of tins or 

that denomination, pr. in a warn active zeal to depreciate and oppose 

.^^faoever is not for pur.owa narrow sect. It is a very weak and jmder 

claim, when a man holds his religion by no better title than his Ymting 

joined himself tp .such a^ such a sect or congregation, and is>ei|iarkably 

zeahus to promote it ; to be childishly and passionately clamoarDOt for 
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tome person's particular mode of adnainistration, or some particular opin- 

ion ; M if rengion rather consisted in curious disputes, or in separating 

from our brethren, than in rigbteousnestf, peace, and joy in the HoIy 

Ohbst. Hy these means, schisms and factions broke into the Corintbiati 

cbnrcb, whereby many wild and extrava^nt opinions, and some of them 

tnch as tended to undermine the fundamental articles of Christianitjf, 

were planted; and had taken root there. To cure these distempers, St. 

Flaal wrote ^is first Epistle to the Corinthians, wherein he sihartly reproves 

them for their schisms and parties, conjures them to follow after peace and 

Vnity, correeii those gross corruptions that had been introduced amongst 

tllem, and particularly resolves those niatiy cases and )controv«^rsies, whenl- 

ia they had requested his advice. '* 

Apollos soon after determined to go to Crete together with Zenos, SL 

Faul sent by ther« his Epistle to Titus, whom he had made kHshop of thWt 

island, and had left there for propagating the gospel. In/ this fipistle, Yk 

iostructs him fully in the execution of his office, bow to behave himself^ 

and what directions he should give to others in the several relations and 

Tanks of men, especially those who were to be advanced lo places of of* 

fiea and authority in Hie chnreb, amongst the Genti^ 

The tumult at Athaos had not long subsided, before Paul called th^ 

dbristians together, and took hit leave of them with the most tender est- 

pressions of love and affection. He had now spent almosi three years at 

xlphesus. and founded tbara A ^mrjf conM^erable church, of which he had 

•retained Timothy the firsl bishapw Hm int travelled about two hundred 

miles northward to Troas, befbfV %m took sbip» expecting to meet Titus 

there : but missing him, he pursued hii foyage to Macedonia, where, on 

his arrival, be preached the gospel in several places, even, as far as Illyri- 

com, now called Sclavonia. During this journey he met With many 

'Iroubles and dangers, *' without were fightings," and ** within were 

•iears :" but God, who comforteth (hose that are cast down, revived His 

opirits by the arrival of Titos, who gave him a pleasing account of the 

good effects bis Epistles had produced at Corinth. This worthy bishop 

came hither with large contributions from that church, and from the ex- 

.ample of those liberal Christians, St; Paul stirred up the Macedonians to 

.imitate their charity, intending to assist the distressed Christians at Jera< 

<8alem, who were then in an indigent and persecuted state. 

While Titus continued in Macedonia, Paul wrote his second Epistle to 
'tiie Corinthians, and sent it to them by Titus and Luke. In this, he en- 
deavours to rectify what his former Epistle had not effected, to vindicate 
bis apostleship from that contempt and scorn, and himself from those 
•landers and aspersions which the seducers, who found themselves lashed 
1^ his former letter, had cast upon him ; together with several other 
particular cases relating to the church. Abont this time also, he wrote 
nis first Epistle to Timothy, whom he had left at Ephesus, wherein he gives 
iliim large directions how to carry himself in the discharge of that great 
' office and authority in the church, committed to his care ; and instriiett 
bim in the particular qualifications of those he should make choice of as 
. Vshops and ministers in the church. He likewise gives bim instructions 
with regard to his giving orders to deaconesses, and instructing servants ; 
warning him at the same time against that pestilent generation of beretief 
and teduceri that would arise in the church, after his departure. 

While Paul remained in Greece, he went to Corinth where be wroto 
his excellent Epistle to the Romans, which he sent by Phoebe, a deaco- 
ness of the church of Cenchrea, near Corinth. His principal Inlention fa 
this Epistle is, fiill^ to state and determine the great controversy between 
the Jews and Gentiles, with regard to the obligations of the rites and ce* 
remonies of the Jewish hiWi and those principal and material mHnts ef 
doctrine depending upon it ; namely, Christian liberty, the me ot indiffer- 
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#nt tbingSt and the like ; and, which it the chief intention of all relif^Ott, 
iBttroct* them, aod pretsei them to perform the duliei of a holy and fiioBi 
life, inch m the Chriitian doctrine natarally recomioend« and epforcM* 

Being now determined te retorn into Syria* in order to conv^ the ooQ- 
Iributions to the brethren at Jerttialem,he s^ oat on bis journey ; hot being 
'informed, that the Jewt had formed a design of Iciliing and robbii^him by 
the wajy he returned back into Macedonia, and came to Pbilippi, irom 
.whence he went to Troai, where he alayed leven dayi: here he preached^ to 
them on the Lord's day, aod continued his discourse till midnight, being 
[himself to depart in the unorning. The length of his discourse & time of the 
night caused some of bis audience to be overtalcen with sleep, and amongit 
them a young man, named Eutychus, who fell from the Inird story, and 
was taken up dead,; but the apostle, by his prayer to the throne of graet, 
IM-escatly restored him to life and health, ilow indefatigable was the 
industry of this great apostle ! How closely did be tread in the steps of his 
'^reat Master, who went about doing good ! He preached and wrought 
joiiracles in the name and by the power of Curist, wherever he came ! 
As a master-builder, he either laid the foundation, or raised the soperstrnc- 
,tare! lie was instant in season and out of season, and spared no pains to 
Assist the souls of men by warning and persuading bome, and confuting 
and establishing others. v i - ■ 

After having spent the night in holy exercises, St. Paul took his kave 
of the brethren in the morning, travelling on foot to Assos, a sea-port towiu 
whither he had before sent his compaoioilt by sea : from thence they sailed 
to Mytilene« a cky in the isle of Lesbos : the next day they sailed from 
jlhence, and came over agaiost Chios, and the day following hinded ulTi9r 

Syllium, promontory of Ionia, near Samos : the next day they came tp 
litetus, not putting in at Kphesus, because the apostle was resolved to b% 
at Jerusalem on the day of renlecost, if possible. 

Arrived at Miletus, he sent to l!)phesus, to summon the elderi of the 
church, and on their coming, reminded them of the manner in which h^ 
had conversed aroongfit ibeiu ; how faithfully and affectionately be had dis- 
charged the offices of his ministry, and how incessantly he bad laboorcd 
for the good of the souls of men : adding that he had never failed to ai> 
quaint them both in public and private, with whatever might be usefnl 4^ 
profitable to them ; urging both the Jews & Gentiles to repentance, & re- 
formation of life & a hearty entertainment of the faith of Christ: that now 
be was going op to Jerusalem, where he was ignorant of what might befall 
him, except what had been loretold him by those who were endued with 
prophetic gifts of the iioly Ghost ; namely, that afflictions and im- 
prisonment would attend him ; but this gave him no concern, being 
willing to lay down his life whenever the gospel required it, and fuUy deter- 
mined to serve faithfully his great Lord and Master. ^* i well know, con- 
linued he, that ye will see my face no more ; but for my encouragement 
and satisfaction, ye yourselves can bear me witness, that I have not, by 
concealing any part of the Christian doctrine. belra)ed your souls : and 
as f«)r yourselves, whom God bath made bishops and pastors, of his 
church you should be careful to feed, guide, and direct those Christians 
under yonr inspection, and be infinitely tender of the welfare of sools, fcf 
whose redemption the blessed j£sus laid down his own life. All thp 
care, therefore, possible for you to use, is no more than necessary ; for 
after my departure, heretical teachers will appear in the church, to the gnoat 
danger of the souls of men, seeking by every crafly method, and perUi- 
dous doctrine, to gain proselytes to their party, and by tljat means fill the 
church of Christ wUh schisms and factions. Watch ye therefore, and 
temember with what tears and sorrows 1 have, during three y^ars, warned 
yon of these things : and now 1 recommend you to the divine favour and 
protection, and to the rules aod iuslractioos of the gospel, which ii ad^ 
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iMffidto; will nndoobtedly dlspoie aod perfect yoQ for that lUte of haral- 
nesi which the Almighty hath prepared for the good men in the mansiooi 
of eternity. Yoo wdl know that 1 have from the beginning dealt faithfully 
and uprightly with yon ; that I have had no covetoas designs, or ever de- 
iired the riches of other men ; nay, I have laboured with mine own handle 
to rapport me and my companions, you ought therefore to support th^ 
weak, and relieve the poor, rather than be yourselves chargeable to oihert, 
according to that incomparable saying of the great Redeemer of mankind,** 
** h is more blessed to give than to receive." 

After having finished his discourse, St. Paul kneeled down, and iotneA 
yrith them in prayer ; when they all melted into tears, and, wilh the 
greatest expressions of sorrow, attended him to the ship ; grieving in 
Ihe most passionate manner for what he had told them, '* that they should 
fee bis face no more." 

Departing from Myletos, Paul and his companions arrived at Coos, from 
whence they sailed the nex t day to Rhodes, two islands in the iBgean sea. 
From whence they came to Patra, the metropolis of Lycm, where they went 
on board another ship bound for Tyre in Phcenicia. On his arrival he visit- 
ed the brethren there, and continued imih them a week, and was advised by 
some of them, wlio had the gift of prophecy, not to go up to Jerusalem ; but 
the apostle would by no means abandon his design, or refuse to safler any 
Ihing, provided he might spread the gospel of his Saviour. Finding all 
persuasions were in vain, tliey all accompanied him to the shore, where fie 
Kneeled down and prayed with them ; and after embracing them with the 
Utmost affection, he went on board, and came to Ptolemais, and the next 
day to Cesarea. Here Paul and his companions lodged in the house of 
Philip, jbhe Evangelist, one of the seven deacons set apart by the apostles, 
and who had before converted the Samaritans. Philip had four daughters, 
all virgins each of whom had a prophetic spirit. 

While they were in this place, Agabos, a Christian prophet, came thith- 
er from Jodea, who taking Paul's girdle, bound his own hands and feet 
with it ; sygnifying by this external symbol, that the Jews would bind Paul 
in that manner, and deliver him to the Gentiles. Whereupon^ both his 
own companions and the Christians of Cesarea, earnestly besought him, 
that he would not go up to Jerusalem ; but the apostle asked them, if they 
intended by these passionate dissoasives to add more affliction to his sor- 
row ? ^' For 1 am ready," continued he, ** not only to be bound, bat also 
to die at Jerusalem, for the name of the Lord Jesus.'' When the disciples 
found that his resolution was not to be shaken, they importuned him no 
further, leaving the event to be determined according to the pleasure of 
the Most High. And all things being ready, Paul and his companions set 
forwards on their journey, and were kindly and joyfully received by the 
Christians at Jerusalem, on their arrival. 

Paul and his companions, the next day after their arrival, went to the 
house of St. James the apostle, where the rest of the bishops and the gov- 
ernors of the church were met together. After mutual salutations, tlie 
anostle gave them a partksular account of the success with which God had 
blessed his endeavors in propagating Christianity amongst the Gentiles ; 
for which they all joined in thanksgiving to God ; but withal told him, that 
he was now come to a place where there were many thonsands of Jewish 
converts, who were allaealous for the law of Moses, and who had been in- 
tbrmed, that he taught the Jews whom he had converted, to renounce cir- 
cumcision, and the ceremonies of the law ; that as soon as the multitude 
beard of his arrival, they would all assemble to see how he behaved him- 
self in this matter: and therefore to prevent disturbance, they thought it 
advisable for him to join himself with four persons, who were at that time 
jto accomplish a vow, and perform the usual rites and ceremonies ^Hh 
them, and provide such sacrifiaes for them, at the law in that case, icquir- 
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cd ; wni that at a symbol of their discharging their vow, they might iht?9 



their heads ; whereby !t woald appear, that the reports that wtiv nMl 
concerning him were false and groondtesi, and that he hiasdf SbH obee r r" 
«d the rites and orders of the Moaaical institatioos. Bat, witli legaid l» 
the Gentile converts, they renoired no soeh observances at their 'huAs^- 
tior expected any thine more mm them in these indifferent matten. timn 
^htt bad been before oetermined in the synod fonnerty heM at JenisdoiB* 
St Paol, who in sach cases was willing to become all tbinrs to all ami tfatt 
he might gain the more consented to their coaiMst ; and, talcing tl» per « 
•ons with him to the temple, told the priests that tlie time of a voi# nej 
Ittd made kieing now expired, and having parified themselves as the imtnra 
of their case re^uiredy they were come to ma!ie the offerings whieh the Um 
cnjoiiied. 

When the seven days, in which those sacrifices were to be offered, wen 
almost ended, certain Jews from Asia, fiodme him in the temple, began to 
raise a torn u It, and laying hold on Paal, called to their brethren the Jewt 
to assist them, declaring that this was the person who every where preach*' 
nd doctrines detrimental to the Jewish nation, and destructive to the In- 
stitution of the law, and Uie purity of that sacred place which he had now 
defiled, by bringing Greeks into the temple : positively condoding, that 
beeause they h^ seen Trophimas, a Gentile convert, with him in the cUyi 
that he had also broooht him into the temple : so apt is malice to tnakM 
any soppositioa in order to draw from thence it's own conclusion. This 
accasatioo, though absolutely false, set the whole city in an uproar, aal 
seizing on the apostle, they dragged him out of the temple, when the doon 
were immediately shat, to prevent his returning into that holy place : nor 
had they failed or soon patting a period to all his fofferings and trouble^ 
liaj not Claudius Lysias, commander of the Roman garrison in the ca st ll 
of Antenio, arrived with a band of soldiers to bis rescue, aud supposing 
from the great tumult of the Jews, that he was a more than ordinary male- 
^ctor, loaded him with a doable chain, though he was as yet altogether 
ignorant, either of bis couptry, or the crimes he was accused of ; it befnc 
impossible to obtain any satisfactory answer from the multitude, whocaUa) 
for nothing but his death, following the soldiers in soch a riotoos man- 
ner, that they were forced to carry the apostle in their arms, to seenr* 
him from the rap and violence of the people, who were ready to tear Um 
in pieces. 

While they were going in this manner towards the castle, Paul aikol 
the governor whether he might have the liberty of spealcing to him ; whs 
finding he understood the Greek language, inquired whether he was not 
that Egyptian, who, a few years before, had raised a sedition in Judasft 
and beaded a party of four thousand vile and profligate wretches. To which 
the apostle repKed, that he was a Jew of Tarsus, a freeman of a rich lb loo- 
prable city, and therefore begged of him that he might have leave to spetk 
onto the people. This the Roman officer readily granted, and PanI stand- 
ing near the ooor of the castle, made signs that tliev should hold their peace, 
and began to address them in the Hebrew language ; which engag- 
nd them to listen with more attention to the following extraordinary 
narrative. 

" Ve descendants of Jacob, listen to a person of your own religlniiy and 
like yourselves a child of Abraham ; borh in Tarsus^ and bronglit np ift 
this city, at the feet of Gamaliel, and fully instructed in the law delivered 
by Moses to our forefathers, and formerly as xealons for tha temple-imsUp 
AS ye are at present. 

**' Yea, more, I persecuted unto death all who believed in jRian, seis- 
ing on all 1 could find both men and women, and cast them into prison. 
This the high -priest and all our elders well know ; for from them I ro- 
ceived a commission, and repaired to Damascus^ to bring fh>m thanca tn 
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Jg wiil c m «l] tbe Clirtttiaiis, in order to tbdr andergomg an exempltiy 
pmiifament. But as 1 wis portiiing my JoDrney, to ejuBcate ibii coib* 
niurioiwAnd being arrifed near Damascni, there appeared, about mid-day, 
a JIglit TToiD heaven, shining roaod me with great bnghiness. 
' *• Being terrified at so awfal an aopearance, I fell to the groond, and 
heard a roice saying onto me* ** Sau, Saol. why persecolest thoo me?" 
Tb which 1 answered, •« Who art thoa Lord ?*' And the voice replied, 
*M am JesBS of Nazareth, whom thou persecateit.^ 

** My companions, daring this interval, were greatly terrified at the great 
light that snrronnded me ; bat they did not nnderstand the words that wef« 
•polcen from above. 

** As soon as 1 had recovered from tbe terror with which my mind wao 
filled, on seeing Jssos so highly advanced above aU earthly power, I an« 
awered, <* What shall I do Lord?" And herenUed, ** Arise, and go int» 
Damascns : and there it shall be told thee of all tfaingt which are appointed 
lor thee to do." 

** 1 was immediately deprived of Mght by the brillianey of the glory 
that shone around me : so that my companions led me by the hand to 0a- 
maKas, where one Ananias, a person well respected by all the Jews of 
that city, visited me, and said, ** Brother Savi, receive thy sight." And 
in a moment my eyes were opened, and I saw him standing before me. 

<* Perceiving that my sight was restored he said to me, '' The Almightjf 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Imth appointed thee to know his will^ 
to see the great Messiah the Holy One of God, and hear the voice of hito 
month ; for tbon art chosen to be a witnes^ to all the nations of the earth, 
•f those snrprising things which thon hast seen and heard. Why thero;* 
fbre tarriest thon here any longer ? Arise, and be baptised, and wasli 
away thy sins, calling on tbe name of the Lord." 

** In a short time after this glorions vision, and miraeolem power o6' 
the Most High, when f was retamed from Damaacos to Jerasalem^ 
and offering np my prayers in the temple, I fell into a trance, and agaiq 
saw the great Son of David, who said onto me, '« Depart quickly fros 
Jerusalem ; for the sons of Jacob will refase to believe thy testimony con- 
cerning me." And I answered, ^ Lord, they know how croieliy I used 
thy saints and followers ; that 1 imprisoned and beat ihem in every city, 
and in every synagogue. Nay, when they shed the bleod of thy holy 
martyr Stephen, i was also one of the spectators ; I consented to hia 
death ; 1 even kept the raiment of those that slew him." J^ot he replied, 
** Depart : I will send thee to coantries far remote ; even to the Gentiles, 
that thon mayest there epeak in my name and publish to them my aaU 
▼atlon." 

Till now the Jews had listened with some attention to his speech ; but, 
on his mentioning tlie commission he had received to preach the gospel to 
the' Gentiles, their fury knew no bonnds; crying out, with one accord, 
** Away with such a fellow from the earth :" he is unworthy to be ranked 
amonast the race of mortals, or even to breathe the vital air. And as they 
thonght words too weak to express their fury, they threw ofTtbeir clothes, it 
filled the air wRh dust, indicating their great desire of stoning him to death. 

At this instant a captain of the soard commanded him to be brought with- 
in the castle, and that he shoohf be examined by scourging, till he con^ 
tossed tbe reason of the uncommon tage shewn against Jiim by the people* 
ikecordmgly, the lictor bound him, and was^poiag toipat the orders be nad 
received into execution, when Faul asked the centurion that stood by; 
whether it was lawful to acourpe «-«itisen of Rome, before any sentenea 
had been fmssed upon him ? The centurion, instead of answering the ^ 
•oestkm, repaired immediately to the governor desiring him to take car« 
mow he proceeded against the prisoner, because he was a Roman. 

On this information, the govccnor himself came into I he prison, ili^ 
asked Penli whether h^ ;was really a free clliteik oC Bb^VA^ K'l^ VMa% 
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told be wat, he answered, Ihtt he biras^if procared ihat great priTiiegeiif , 
a- large tum cf money ; but Paul answered, " I was free born.'* Oo rer ' 
cjavir.fi lh't< account, the goremor commanded the centurion not teicoarge 
bim. beiof lerriAed at what he had already done, in chaining a firdfc deni- 
Kon of Rome. The neat day, therefore, be ordered bit cfaaini to be taheo 
(fff ; and that he might thoroughly satisfy himself of the caose of M udb- 
uial a tumult the preceding day, summoned the Sanhedrim to neeft, and 
brought down Paul before them, that they might hear his defence. 

Being Ihos placed before the high council of the Jews, Paul tolj llieiii« 
that in all the passages of his life, be had taken care to goveni his aetioM 
by the severest rules of doty and conscience : *' Men and brethren I bavn; 
lived in all good conscience before God nntil this day.'* How great is the 
tecnrity of a tmly good man ? How strong though inviaible a support doea 
innocence become in the greatest danger ! With bow generous a confi- 
dence does virtne and honesty gnard the breast of a trae professor of 
Christianity ! Nothing else inde^ can lay a solid fonndation for satisfcfr. 
lion and tranquility when any calamity overtakes os, religion and a good' 
conscience fill the breast with a heavenly serenity, which all the llttk aod«. 
dents of this world can neither mfik nor discompose. And, acoordinglyi 
Seneca compares the mind of a wise and good man to the state of the 
npper region which is always calm and serene, though all around is UmiBlt 
and con fusion » 

However this expression of the aposlle might tend to shew ttie tmit 
state of his mind ; the high priest Ananias was so otTended at it, that be 
commanded those who stood next to him, to strike him on the face ; efc 
which the apostle smartly replied, *' God shall smite thee, thon wUled 
wall." Thou art placed on the seat of judgment to determine according 
to Ihe law, and commandest me to be smitten in direct oppositioD to it's 
precepts. On which some of the spectators replied, it is not lawfn] td 
levile the high priest of the Almighty. And Paul answered, I did nei 
know that Ananias was appointed by God to be an high priest ; bat as be 
is invested with authority, it is unjust to revile him, God himself bating 
commanded, that '* no man should speak evil of the ruler of the people.*^- 
St. Paul, now perceiving the council consisted partly of Sadncees ao4 
partly of Pharisees, cried out, *' Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, « 
ion of a Pharisee," and am now brought before this tribunal, for assserting 
Ihe resurrection from the dead." This declaration threw tbe whole anS 
into confusion ; the Pharisees, being zealous patrons of that tenet, declared 
the prisoner innocent, and that in all probability he had received some 
intimalion from heaven by an angel, or the silent whispers of tbe Holy 
Spirit ; and if so, they really fought against Omnipotence himself, bf o^ 
f osing his doctrine. While the Sadducees, who denied the resurrectienv- 
together with the existence of either angel or spirit, strenuonsly insistc4 
that the apostle was a turbulent person, and ought to be punished fer bit 
misconduct. 

Hereupon the council was greatly divided and their dissentions inoicaMll 
40 that degree, that the captain feared Paul would have been potted il 
pieces by them, and therefore took him from the bar, and carried hiM- 
back to the castle. But during the silence of the night, the grant Be- 
■deemer of mankind, to comfort his faithful servant under all the termrs 
■he had suffered the two preceding days appeared to him in a vision, eo' 
4'ouraging him to constancy and resolution, assuring him, that as be liad 
borne witness of him at Jerusalem, he should, notwilhstandinK^aO-tlvB 
malice and wicked designs of his enemies, live to bear bis testimony cm 
in Rome Itself before the Gentiles. • 

' The Jews, whose envy and malice were increased by the dilatory pro- 
reedingK, determin«d, the next morning, te use a quicker . i||etJioa of 
potting a period to bis life. In order to this, above forty ^ the^volt 
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tttilHilent entered into a shocking confederacy of kiUuig bim ; ratifying 
U by Ml oath, and the most bitter execration, that they would neither 
eat nor drink till they bad pnt their inhnnian design in execution : but 
such vile monsters wooTd do well to remember, Ibat a Being, from whoM 
•ye nothing can be concealed, and whose power nothing can resist, it 

Iirivy to all their actions, often renders their designs abortive, and Will sore*' 
y panisb them for their base attempts. Accordingly, this design, though 
protMibW concluded under the pitchy mantle of the night, was discovered 
to St. Paul, by his sister's son, and, at the request of the apostle, told to 
the governor himself, who immediately commanded two parlies of horse 
and foot to be ready by nine o*clock that night, in order to conduct 
St Paul to Felix, the Roman governor of that province, to wtiom also h« 
■ent an account of the whole proceedings of the Jews against the prisoner ; 
a^, at the same time, ordered bis accusers also to appear before the Ro- 
man m^strate : accordingly St. Paul waA conducted to Antipatris, and 
afterwards to Cesarea, where the letters befaig delivered to Felix. (b« 
a^stle was also presented to him ; and finding that he belonged to tha 
province of Cilicia, he told him, that as soon as bia accusers were comaT 
down, he would determine the affair, and commanded bim to be secured^ 
in the place called Herod*s Hall, till they should appear against lum. 

Ananias, the high priest, with some others of the Sanhedrim, came t<l 
Cesarea, a few days after St. PaoPs arrival, accompanied by Terlnllus 
their advocate, who, in a short, but eloquent speech, adorned with all IIm 
&ttering and insinuating arts of oratory, bef^n to accuse the apostle, 
charging him with sedition, heresy, and the profanation of the temple; 
that they would have saved biro the trouble of this hearing, by judging 
mm according to their own Yaw, had not Lysias, the chief captain, violent- 
iy takcm him from them, and sent both the prisoner and them to Cesarea^ 
bgf a guard of soldiers. 

The charge of the orator against the apostle being finished, Felix toU 
St. Paul, that he was now at liberty to make his defence : accordingly hoT 
distinctly answered every part of the charge iii the following manner. ^ i 
answer this charge of the Jews with great satisfaction before thee, becausai 
thou hast for many years been a judge of this nation. About twelve daya. 
since, I repaired to Jerusalem, to worship the God of Jacob : but I neither 
disputed with any man, or endeavoured to stir up the people in the syna- 
gaguea or the city ; nor can they prove the charge they have brought' 
i^ainst meat this time. 

^^ However, I readily confess, '< that after the way which they call 
lieresy^ so worship I the God of my fathers," firmly believing every part of 
the writings of Moses and the prophets ; and, at the same time, believa 
aa they themselves also do, that the Almighty will raise at the last dav» 
both the juit and the' unjust from the dead ; and I am careful to maintain 
It dear and qaiet eonsdence, both towaids €rod and man, agreeable to this 
&itb. 

^ Havins spent some years In distant countries, I repaired to Jerusalem, 
lArith the alms I had collected in other provinces', for the poor of mine own 
Mtion, and offerings for the God of Jacob. And while I was performinr 
the duties of religion, certain Asiatic Jews found me in the temple, purified 
according to the law ; but neither attended with a multitude of followers^ 
or the least tumuHoous assembly. It was therefore necessary that thesa 
-^ews shonld have been here, if they bad any thing to allege against me : 
nay, I appeal to those of the Sanhedrim here present, if any thing has 
Been laid to my charge, except the etgections of the l^ddocees, who vio* 
lently opposed me for asserting the doctrine of the resorrection from tba 
grave at the last day." 

Having thus beard both parti6i» Fefix refbsod to pass any final sentence, 
ttha baa mora ftfliy tdvised aboatit^ and consulted Lydu Un |^Y«mor ^| 
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(i.i-'.r.Iy i V i:; Lf? si'Tikicnt reason to Ireroble, and his conscience to 

I*- ^• I -ihl.v a.*arii;fd at thfs.' r'^flettior* ; for he was a man nctorioasly 

«••'.?..• Ua fi-r Mp!;.v' a::d x!.*!. nc*. Tacilui trlls u?, that he made his will 

t- • If.v o:"ih«' ^jv'if:finnij j;;ao*I>;n:: all manner cf cruelty and injustice: 

fi J i(iroiuJrict:ci*, luxury, and debii:cliery, was remaii«ul<it> ; nor did he 

?. I'l^i'- to vioLl*»ail thti laws of God and man, to sati^fy his unruly pa^* 

y>'iiib : to ihcbiMi'jalities he added biibery and covetcusncis ; ai.d, there- 

fiur. t.fli-n Mnt I'vY curapoitlc to discourse with him, expL cling be won!d 

l.uv*.' ^!v« M hi If! H con.«:ii]^rubie mm for his release ; having iij all proba* 

hi'ity, h(Vii.") that .St. i'uni had biought a large qcantity of money to Jerusa* 

U'ln : l.ul finding no oifers were made him, cither by the ajiostle himself 

or his frit>nd.% he kept him prisoner two years ; when he himself being 

<Iischarm:d from his oflice by Nero, he left Paul in pilson, in order to 

l^rutii'y thi{ malice of the Jews, and engage them, after hit deparlore from 

Ju'h'a, In .vpcak the better of his government. 

After th'* displacing of I'VIix, the government of the province was con- 
f«r Jed on PorLius Krstus, b«*forc whom, at his first coming to Jerusalem, 
the high priest and Sunhcdrim preferred an indictment against Faol, 
dttiring that he might be sent for up to Jerusalem, in order to his trial, 
j' 'ri.'Iing to as-assinalc him by the way : butFeslus told them, that he was 
>i>oi(Iy goii.g himself to Cesarea ; and that, if they bad any coroplnint 
a;: lirst Pai.!. they might come down thither and accuse him. AccordiDgiy, 
.••-< Mjon a? he was come to Cesarea, he ascended the tribunal, wliere tlie 
.'(*\vs r< iitaod :l:e charge they had before brought against Paul ; but the 
ap(isl!c soon cleared himself of every part of the charge, they not being 
•.»l»h» to provii any thing against him. Festus, however being willing to 
I .'..riiiv the fuvour of the Jews at his entrance on the government, asked 




*■ I •ii'k.,.'!i"'"" ''•*"' " l">*vi'r to deliver me into the hand* of mine enemies. 
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Appeals of this natare were common amongst the Romans, and intro- 
duced to defend and secure the lives and fortunes of ths peopfe from tbe 
unjust encroachments, and over-rigorous severities of the magistrate's, 
whereby it was lawfal in eases of oppression to appeal to the emperor 
for redress ; a thing more than once settled by the sanction of the Valerian 
law, and now fally established. 

King Agrippa, who succeeded Herod in the tetrarchate of Galilee, and 
his sister Beroice, came to Cesarea, some time afcer. St. Paul had ap- 
pealed to Caesar, to visit the new governor. Pestns embraced this opportn- 
tiily of mentioning the case of our apostle to king Agrippa, together with 
the remarkable tumult this affair bad occasioned amongst the Jews, and 
the appeal he had made to Cassar. This account excited the curiosity of 
king Agrippa, and be was desirous of hearing himself what St. Paul hid 
to saj in his own vindication. Accorndingly, the next day the king and 
his sister, accompanied with Pestas the governor, and several other pe'r< 
sons of distinction, came into the court with a pompous and splendid re- 
tinue, where the prisoner was brought before them. On his appearing, 
Festus informed thecourt how greatly he bad been importoned by the Jews, 
both at Cesarea and Jerusalem, to put the prisoner to death as a malefac- 
tor ; bat having, on examination, found him guilty of no capital crime, and 
Ibe prisoner hUnsclf having appealed unto Cssar, he was determined to 
send him to Rome; but was willing to have his cause debated before 
Agrippa, that he might be furnished with some material particulars to 
frend with him; it being highly absurd to send thither a prisoner without 
signifying the crimes laid to his charge. 

After i^estus had finished his speech, Agrippa told Paul, he was now 
&t liberty to make his own defence: and silence being made, he addressed 
his speech particularly to Agrippa, in the following manner. 

'* 1 esteem it a particular happiness, king Agrippa, that I am to make 
my defence against the accusations of the Jews, before thee ; because thou 
art well acquainted with all their customs, and the questions commonly 
debated amongst them : I therefore beseech thee to hear me patiently and 
impartially. 
^' The Jews in general are well acquainted with my manner of life 
" from my youth, the greatest part of it having been spent with mine own 
countrymen at Jerosuiem. They also know that I was educated under 
'the institations of the Pharisees, the strictest sect of our religion, and 
am now arrainged for a tenet believed by all their fathers, a tenet suffi- 
ciently credible in itself, and plainly revealed in the Scriptures, I mean, 
the resurrention of the dead. Why should any mortal thmk it either in- 
credible or impossible, that God should raise the dead to life ? 

" 1 once thought myself indispensably obliged to oppose the religion of 
Jesus of Nazareth: nor was i satisfied with imprisoning, and punishing 
'. with death itself, the saints I found at Jerusalem ; 1 even persecuted them 
\n strange cities, whether mfy implacable zeal pursued them having pro- 
cured authority from the chief priests and elders for that purpose. 

^ I departed accordingly for Oamascus with a commission from the 

Sanhedrim ; but as I was travelling towards that city, I saw at mid-day , 

O king, a light from heaven, far e.xceeding the brightness of the spn, en- 

comptssing me and my companions. On seeing this awful appearance* 

we all fell to the earth ; and I heard a voice, which said to me in the He- 

tNrew language, •* Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? It is hard for 

"^tliee to kick against the pricks ?" To which 1 answered, '* Who art thou, 

'Lord ?*' • And he replied, *' I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest :*• but bo 

'ilot terrified, arise from the earth ; for I have appeared unto thee, that 

thon mightest be both a witness of the things thou hast seen, and also of 

'others which I will hereafter reveal unto thee: my power shall deliver 

thee from the Jews and Gentiles, to whom now I scud thee to preach the 
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gospel ; to wiiMraw the veil of darkneis and igooimiioe, to torn ttam 
IroiD falfehooi ante truth, '* and from the power of Satan unto.Crod." 

" Hereupon, king Agrippa, 1 readiljf obeyed the heavenlj Tuioo ; 1 
preached the gopel first to the inhabitants of Damaica^ Iben to thoas 
of Jerusalem and Judea, and afterwards to the OentUci; pannadlDg 
tbem to forsake their iniquities, and turn to the living God, by liacan re- 
pentance, 

*' The Jews, beine exasperated at these endeavoars to tave th« aoals of 
Mnfol mortals, caught me in the temple, and entered into a conipirac| to 
* destroy roe ; but, by the help of Omnipotence, I stiil remain a witness to 
all the human race^ preaching nothing but what Mosei and all the propheU 
foretold, namely, that the Messiah shoold sofTcr, be the first that should 
rise from the chambers of the grave, and publish, both to the Jews and 
Gentiles, the glad tidings of salvation." 

After the apostle bad thus pleaded for himself, Festos cried out, *' Panlt 
thou art mad ; two much study hath deprived thee of reason." Bat Paul 
answered, "^ 1 am far, most noble Festos, from being^transported with idte 
and distracted ideas ; the words that 1 speak are dictated by troth and so- 
briety : and 1 am persuaded that king Agrippa himself is not ignorant of 
these things : for they were transacted openly before the world* 1 am 
confident, king Agrippa, that thou believest the prophets ; and, therefore, 
must know that all their predictions were fulfilled in CuaiaT." To winca 
Agrippa answered, *' Thou hast almost persuaded me to embrace the 
Chn^tian faiih." And Paul replied, *•* I sincerely wish, that not only thou» 
but aisp all that bear me, were not almost, but altogether the tame as 1 
myself, except being prisoners." 

After Paul had ihus spoken, the king and IJie governor, with the rest of 
the council, withdrew to confer privately together ; and finding by the 
accusaiions brought against iiim, that he was not guilty by the Roman 
law of an> capiial oiience, nor even of such as deserved impriaonment* 
Agrippd old 1' cslus, that he might have been set at liberty if he had not 
appcled unto Csiar ; but an appeal being once made, the Judge had no 
longer any power either to absolve or condemn* the cause being entirely re- 
served to the cogniza'ice of that superior, to whom the prisoner had appeal*^ 
od, for his owrfjudtiii cation. 

As it was now finally determined that Paul should be sent to Ilome,b% 
with several other prisoners of consequence, were committed to the CVO 
of Julius, commander of a company belonging to the legion of Aognstiu; 
and was accompanied in this voyage by St. Luke, Aristarchns, Trophinwi^ 
and some others not mentioneo by the sacred penman. 

In the month of September 56, or according to others, ^,they embirfc* 
ed on board a ship of Adiamytliom, and sailed to Sidon, where the oaiw 
turion courteously gave the apostle leave to go on shore to viait hiafrieods^ 
and refresh himseU. After a bbort stay they sailed for Cyprus, and arrived 
opposite the t'air Havens, a place near Myra, a city of Lycia. IJere tho 
•euson being far advanced,- and Paul foreseeing it would be a dangeroat 
voyage, persuaded them to put in and winter there : but the Roman con? 
turion preferring the opinion of the master of the ship, & the harbonr beiog 
at the same time incommodious, resolved, if possible, to reach PhtEineB»« 
port of Crete, & vvinter there. But they soon found themselveadiMppoiaU 
eil ; for the line southerly gale, which had favoured them for some tioMi 
suddenly changed into a stormy andtempestuous wind at nortb-eaat,. which 
i))ew with 6uch violence that the ship was obliged to sail befoie it ; and to 
prevent her foundering, they threw overboard the prindpal pari of bar 
lading, to lij^hten the vessel. 

Tht7 continued fouttecn days in this desperate and nnoomfortaUe eon* 
dition, neither sun nor ^(H^ appearing for great part of the time. Dnrino 
l^ii confusion, the epo:»tie put them in mind bow prepo&teroorijp they hod 
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metod hi not listeDlog to bis «d?iee ; but, at the Mine time toM tkem, tbat 
the God whom he terved and worshipped, had the last night sent an ang«l 
(to him, with the assorancse that, notwithstanding the present danger, 
-not one of their lives should be lost, thoagh the ship tbould be wrecked. 

When the fourteenth night arrived, the sailors, upon soonding fonnd they 
ivere near some coast ; and, therefore, to avoid the rocks, thooj^ht proper 
to come to an anchor, till the morning might give them better information, 
la the mean time, the seamen, who l^st understood the danger, were pre- 
fmring to get into the boat to save themselves ; which PanI perceiving, told 
the captain, that unless they all stayed in the ship, not one of them could 
be saved : whereupon the soldiers cut the ropes, and let the boat fall intl^ 
the sea, from the ship. 

While they continued at anchor, waiting for the light of the morning, 
St. Paul prevailed upon them to eat, and refresh themselves^ having fasted 
a long time, assuring them they should all escape. When they had finish- 
ed their repast, they lightened the ship of those goods whk;h still remained 
on board, and endeavoured to put into a small creek they had discover- 
ed at a little distance ; but falling into a place where two seas met, th» 
ship ran aground, the forepart remaining immoveable, but the after part 
Was demolished by the waves : awakened with the danger they were in^ 
the soldiers were desirous of killing the prisoners, lest any of them should 
escape : but the centurion, willing to save Paul, refused his consent, com- 
manding that every one should shift for himself in the .best method he 
could. Accordingly, some by swiming, and others by broken pieces of the 
ship, they all, to the number of two hundred threescore and sixteen» got 
to shore in safety. 

Agreeable to St. Paul's prediction, the country on which they were cast, 
was an island called Melita, now Malta, situated in the Libyan sea, be- 
tween Syracuse and Africa. Here they met with great civility from a 
barbarous people, and the plain acknowledgments of a divine justice written 
on the naked and uninstructed minds of men ; they treated them with 
great humanity, entertaining them with all the necessary accommodations : 
but white St. Paul was laying a few sticks on the fire, a viper enlivened 
by the heat, cams from amongst the wood and fastened on his hand. On 
seeing this, the inhabitants of the island concluded, that be was certainly 
tome notorious murderer, whom the divine vengeance, though it suffered 
him to escape the sea, had reserved for a more public and solemn execu- 
tion : but when they saw him shake off the venomous creature into the 
Sre, and no manner of barm ensue, they changed their sentiments, and 
cried out, ** that he was a God:" so easily are light and credulous minds 
transported from one extreme to another, according to the difference of 
4»ccnrrenoes. 

. The residence of Publius, the governor of the Island, was not far from 
Ibe place where they were shipwrecked: he entertained this unfortunate 
company with great hospitality for thr*e days ; in acknowledgment of 
which bt. ftul by his prayers, and the imposition of his hands, recovered 
bis father from a fever and a bloody 6ux ; and restored several others of 
the inhabitants, afflicted with different diseases, to their former health and 
strength ; in consequence of which, they not only shewed him the greatest 
marks of their esteem, bat furnished both him and his company with all 
t)ie necessaries proper for the rest of their voyage, 
i After three monlbi stay in this island, the centurion with his charge 
went on board the Castor and Pollux, a ship of Alexandria, bound to Ita^. 
They put into Syracuse, where they tarried three days ; sailed thence to 
Ri^ium, and so to Puteoli, where they landr.d ; and finding some Chris- 
tians there, stsjd at their request a week with them, and then set forward 
•B their journey to Rome. The Christians of this city, hearing of the 
•fMMile's Mmiflg» went to meet bin w far as the Three Taverns, about this- 



326 LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST, omT kis AFOSTLES^^jtr; 

ty mile* from Rome, and others as far as the Api Fonim, fifty one milet 
Uibtant from the capiUl : they kindly embraced each other; mad the liberty 
he saw the Christians eoioyed at Rome, greatly tended to ealiien the ipir- 
its of the aposUc. By these Christians he was condacted in a kind of tri- 
umph inlfi the city, where, at their arriya!, the rest of the prisoneri were 
delivered to the captain of the £;aird, and by him disposed of in Ae com- 
mon prison ; but St. Paul, probably b? the intercession of Jalics, was per* 
inUted to reside in a private house, with only a soldier to guard him. 

St. r^u! arriving at Rome, he sent, after he had been there three dayi 
for thu hea'ls of thr; Jewish consistory in that city, and rehited to then the 
caase of his coming in the following manner : ** Thoogfa 1 have been 
guilty ofno violence of the laws of our rcli^on, yet I was delivered by 
the Jtw*> At Jfiriiaaiem to the Romm governors, who more kjno oaee 
iivoald have acquitted me as innocent of any capital offence ; bilt by the 
peiverbeness of my persiecators, I was obliged to appeal unto Csiar ; not 
thai 1 h:^(i any thing to accuM my nation of : I had therefore reeoane to 
this method, merely to prove mine own innocence, and coofate the allega- 
tic PS of mine enemies.**' 

A pnr}u!tir prejndice being thus removed, he added, '' That the tme 
cause of his sufferings was what their own religion had taogbt bim, the 
belief and expectations of a fotore resurrection." This speech gained 
greatly on their affections, and they answered, That they had received no 
advice concerning him, nor had any of the Jews that came from Jndea 
brnu»hi any charge against him ; but, at the same time, Ihey desired to 
knuw, what he bad to say in support of the religion he had embraced, k 
b^in^ p.very where decried both by Jews and Gentiles. Accordingly, up- 
on H day appointed, he discoursed with them from morning to night con- 
cernlr.g tiie religion and doctrine of the holy Jesds ; proving, from the 
promises and predictions of the Old Testament, that he was the true Mes- 
siah : but hii discourse had different effects on different hearers, some be- 
ing convinced, and others perbisting in their infidelity and as they were 
departing -n some disconient at each other, the apostle told them, it was tOO 
plain that God had accomplished upon ihcm the prophetical curse, of being 
left to Ih^'ir own wilful hardiness and impenitency to be blind at noon-day, 
and to run themselves headlong into irrecoverable ruin. That since this 
was the ca^e, they must expect, that he would henceforth preach to the 
Gantlles, who would very readily embrace the glad tidings of the goqiei, 
which the}- so scornfully rejected. 

During two whole years, Paul dwelt at Rome, in a hoose he had hired 
for his own use : wherein he constantly employed himself in preaching and 
writing for the ^ood of the church. He preacheil daily without interrup- 
tion, and with rumarkabie success; so that his imprisonment contrfbated 
greatly lo the propagation of the gospel, and rendered him famous ev(in 
in the emperor's court, where he converted several to the faith of 
Christ. 

Besides others of the apostle's cci verts at Rome, their was one OneiSmns 
who had formerly been a stivant to Philemon, a person of distinction In 
Colosse, but had run away from his master, and taken with hitn Boae 
things of value. Having rambled as far as Rome, he was now converbsd 
by St. Paul, and by him returned to his master, with a short recommendi- 
tory letter, earncdtiy de&iiing him to pardon him ; and, notwithstanding 
his former faults, to treat him kindly, and use him as a brother^ promMilg 
withal, that if he had wronged or owed him any thing, he himself would 
repay it for him. 

St. Paul's Epistle on this subject may be considered as a master-pieee 
of eloqucrice, in the persuasive way; for the apostle has herein haa re- 
courso to all lhacon»iderations, which friendship, religion, piety and ten- 
derness^ can ins|>ire, to reconcile a raaalcr to his servant ; and yet soine 



LIFE OP JESUS CHRIST, and Ms AFOSTLiSS, ^e. SU 

of the ancients were of opinion, tbul it did not deserve a place in the ca* 
non of Scripture, becaasc it was written on a particnlar oct<asion, and with 
a deiign not so much to instruct Christians in general, at' to rt^ommend' 
a poor fugitive servieint : but tbough the salgect of this Epistle be a private 
afiair, yet ii contains, amongst others, the following general inrtructions : 
Firsts That no Christian^ though of the meanest condition. Is to. be con- 
temned. Suondly, That Christianity does not impair the power of mas- 
ters over their servant* TMrdlff^ That servants ought to make satisfac- 
tion, for any wrong, or injury done to their masters. Fourthly^ That 
masters ought to be reconcil«l to their servants, upon their repentance 
and acknowledgment of their faults. And, Fifthly^ That there is at aH 
times, a love aud affection doe from a master to a servant. Who there- 
fore, would refuse to number an Epistle so profitable, and so instroclive, 
with the rest of the works of thfs learned apostle ? 

The Phllippians hearing of St. Paul's imprisonment at Rome, and not 
knowing what straits he might be reduced to, raised a contribation for hinv 
and sent it by Epaphroditus their bishop, by whom he returned an Epistfe 
to them, wherein he gives some account of the state of his affairs at Home,' 
gratefully acknowledges their kindness to him ; warns them against the 
dangerous opinions which the Judaizing teachers began to vent amongst 
them ; and advises them to live in continual obedience to Christ ; to' 
avoid disputations, delight in prayer, be courageous under afiljclions, uni* 
ted in love, and clplhed with humility, in imitation of the blessed Jr-. 
8US, who so far humbled himself, as to '^ become obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross," for. the sons ofmen. 

The apostle Jhad lived three years at Ephesus, preaching the gospel to the 
numerous inhabitants of that city, and was therefore well acquainted wilh 
tlie statb and condition of the place ; so taking the opportunity of Tycfai- 
cuft^s going thither he wrote his Epistle to the Ephisians, wherein he en- 
deavours to countermine the piinciplesand practices botb of the Jews and 
GentHes ; to confirm them in the belief and practice of the Christian ^oc^ 
trina ; and to instruct them folly in the great mysteries of the gospel ; 
that redemption and justilrcallon by the death of Christ. ; their gratuitous 
election ; their union with the Jews in the body, of which CriRIST is the* 
bead, and the glorious exaltation of that head above all creatures botb 
spiritual and temporal ; together Witli many excellent moral precepts, both 
ms to the general duties of religion, and the duties of their particular rela^ 
tions in life. 

Though St. Paut, himself had never been at Colosse, yet Bpaphras, whe' 
was then at Rome a prisoner with him, had preached the gospel there 
with good success ; and from him he might learn, that certain false teach- 
ers had endeavoured to persuade the people, that they ought net to apply 
to God by Jesus Christ, who, since his ascension,, was so far exalted 
above them, that angels were now become the pioper mediators between 
God and man ; and, therefore, in opposition to this, as well as other se- 
ductions of the same nature, he wrote his Epistle to the Colossians ; 
wherein he magnificently displays the Brjessiah, and all the benefits flowing- 
from him, as being the image of his Father, the Redeemer of all mankind, 
the reconciler of all things to God, and the head of the church, which 
.gives life and vigour to all if s members : he commends the doctrine 
preached to them by Epaphras, and exhorts them not to be led away by 
the reasonings of human philosophy, by the superstitious practices of mak« 
ing differences of meats and drinks, or by a pretended humility in wor^ 
shipping angels ; and gives them an abstract cf many principal duties of 
the Christian life, especially such as respect the relations between husband* 
mud wives, parents and children, masters and servants, and other social 
and relative duties. 

We have no account in history, by what means St. Paul was delivered 
from his imprisonment^ and discharged from the accucalloci lk<a i«ii% 
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lros|SBK a^'Q*t tbera : b«i it U naivml i j &eppOK. tbsc z^ Wiaig mlBifi 
l««ir of whtt Umv alie^. or beios .^or'a^td tU IW cr^n l^j i 
cat<!4 hifll of. vhere no riolitioai cf ib^ Roaii ^v. I&ej denl not iia-^ 
plead b-fli Mote tbe emperor, and 90 pera'tie^ k'a to be J^Mlvged ot^ 
covTjie : bat by «S«ierer mewif he pi ocuf Bd hU Efaeitj. be «r?te lii Epi**^ 
tie to tbe Hebrifwt before be left lu;j, fn. n wbeace be 4itcA ftii idrtAtSont 
u» :be Jewish cboreHei. 

I', ii rift'efM.-T u> obferre. that Ibe pn'ccipe! dn:^ of this ediiinblft 
Ep';*^ ': ^9. lo iDi^n fyCH&i5T and tbe reHz'.or: of tbe gofpeL abort. Ifoies 
acd :h': J<nir:%h ceconomT, io ordff to esUbiuh and cocfira tbe cooTeifcJt 
Jciri in t*s= firm befief and profesfion of ChriittaiiUr. cotwitbiiaii^ii^ Ib^ 
trbchV.i tnd praecutions that irac^d certa-alj at!erd 'beo. He there- 
fore repre&eiti o?r SaTioor in h:! d:TiRe calore. at Tar s^er3or to all ai^~ 
£t\ a-ii a! cr->&v*d bpin^s ; and in h:s medialoria' capacity as a greaiier 
pri<^*t irnn Aaron* and a greater kin^ and p.-I^st than Melcbitcdec : Im 
flSewi that the c^remoniei. tbe sachfioes, and the oberraiices of tbe law 
ctia!J hare no rirtc^ in therof^lves, bn: only as tbey were Cbc typef of 
Jasr^ Chamt : and be:ng now accomplished :n hU perion, were finally 
and tiftaliy afaolUhed : be inji>t« on Lhe nece«ii(y of faith ; an J by Ifae ez- 
■mp'es of the vialriarcbs and prcpSetf, proves that jostHiLaUoa caabe 

tr'^o't-d nn oti:?r way. than by tbe merits of a dyrsr Savioar : and. lait-'^ 
f, he m'ngles many excellent precepts for the i^gulacion of their fives ;,' 
exhortations to not traftt and c <nfidence io Christ, in all t!-.e:r caffer« 
inj« : ard •*rrt cantions aua'nst apostacy from bis refigibn in IheboUe^' 
per^f^rctions from their pn^mir^i. 

St. Panl. havir^ thas dischar:;ed hi* ra'n'^try. both by preaching and*^ 
writ:n7 in ftaly. prosecnte^ his Icng intpndet* joarney into Spain, aeconn- 
panied by Timothy ; and, acr'^rding to the tesi'mo-^y of several wiiter|5 
cms9pd the sea. and preached th** go«pe1 in Br tain. What sucressM 
bad in tb«»Be western parts, is not known ; he however continued tber^ 
ci^bt or nine months, and then relamed again to the East, visited Sfafly/ 
Orepce. and Crete, and then repaired into Jadea. 

How long he continued in his native countrr, is unknown, 00 fafttbeF^ 
mentio'^ hein? made of h;m, till his return to ftnme. which was probabfjr| 
about the eii^bth or ninth year of Nero*s reign. H(>re lie met wilb Pker.; 
and was, together with him, thrown into prison, doubtless io the g^e^^ 
ptrsecotion raised against the Christians, under petence that tbeybaj' 
aet fire t^ the cUy : hut besides this general, there were particular reiisoni 
for hi 4 imprisonment. Some of the ancients say, be was engaged wSln 
St. Prtor in detecting the impositions of Simon Bffagas. ^ 

St. Cbf) sn^om tells os, that Nero was highly enraged against St. PiM^tL 
for his having converted one of his favourite concubines ; and the. apostle* 
after he wag thrown into prison, persisting to persuade that Udy to coDlinoO'. 
in her chaste and pious resolutions, Nero commanded him to ba potato, 
death. How long he remained in prison, is uncertain ; nor do we koQir* 
wh«!thpr be was scourged before his execution ; he wan however alldvcifl^ 
the privilege of a Roman citizen, and therefore beheaded. 

As be wa4 led to the place of execation, he is said to have converted^ 
three of tbe soldiers sent to guard and conduct him, and who soon after. 
became martyrs to the faith. Being come to the pUce, which waa tbe' 
Aqus Sal vis, three miles from Rome, he cheerfully, after a solemn f^i 
paration. gave his neck to the fatal stroke ; and from this vale of iniiierjv 
his spirit passed to the hlis$fa1 regions of immortality to the kingdom of 
bis lieiovpd Master, thegr<»at Redeemer of the human race, intbepirofAv 
gatinn of whose gnspel. he had so long and faithfully laboured. ^ 

flis mortal part was bori«*d in the Via Ostiensis, about two iQlles fV6n|. 
Home ; and about the year 317, Constantine the Great, at the instance of 
Pope Sylvester, baill a stately church over bisgrave^ adoraed it fiiU^M. 
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marble oolamns and betalified it with the ^k09i exquisite woricmaD- 
«Up : bat this eborob being tboagbt too smmll for tbe boaour oC to greet 
en epostkt ValentiniAn» bj a rescript to Seating prefea of the city, caosctd 
)t to be taken down, and a moeh larger atroetnre to be erected, which was 
Ibidied after his death liy Theodosins ; and. •farther beantified,^ at the 
ferraafion of Leo, bishop of Rome, by the empress Placida. 
• According to J^ioepboras, St Paul was of a low and small statne^ 
^mewhat stooping ; his complexion- was fair, his coantf*nance grate, hie 
liead small« his eyes sparlcling, < his nose high and bending, and his hair 
Ibicit and darl^i bat mixed with grey; His constitntion wes weali, and 
leften subject .to- distempers : bat bow mean soever the cabinet migbl 
lie, there was- a treatare within precionsand Taloable, aa will snfficientlj 
ikppear,.if we view; the aocomplishmeBts of his mind. 
. Hiajadgnnent was clear and solid, his nnderstanding quick, and hit 
memory atrong and clear; all which were greatly improved by art, and 
the advantages of a liberal edocation. The achoofs of Tarsus and Jems«» 
lem had sharpened his discfnrsive faculty by logic and the arts of reasoning, 
{ostraoted him in the institutions of philosophy, and adorned his mind 
with every kind of hnman learning. A sufficient proof, that it ia not un- 
lawful ift bring the apoila of Emt into the service of the sanctuary ; and 
lo make use of the advantages of foreign studies and human literature to 
divine and exoellent purposes. He seams indeed to have been educated 
purposely to qualify him for being tbe apostle of the Gentiles, to contend 
with, and confute the grave and the wise, the acute and th« subtle, the sag^ 
•nd the learned of tbe heathen world, and to wound them with arrows 
from their own qnivers. He seldom nrnde use of learning and philosophy j 
It being more agreeable to the deaisns of the gospel, te confound, by tho 
phun doctrine c2 the cross, the wisdom and learning of tbe world. 

, Tho«g;h tbeae were great aecomplishmentiy yet they were only a shadow 
•f that divine temper of mind he enjoyed, and which discovered itself 
through the whole course of his life. He waa humble to the lowest step 
if abuement & condescension, none ever thinking better of others, or mora 
meanly of himself. And though, when he had to deal with envious ancl 
maHcious adversaries, who emleavoared, by vilifying bis person, to ob- 
aftrM his ministiy, be knew how to magnify his office, and to let ihem 
know that he was not inferior to the chiefest of the apostles ; yet , at other 
times, he always declared to the world, that he considered himself as aa 
•bortive, or an untimely birth, as " the least of the apostles, not meet to' 
be called an apostle ;'' and, as if this were not enough, he formed a word 
on psrpoae to expreaa his humility, styling himself Elachistoteron, *' lei^ 
than the least of tbe saints ;** nay, ^ the very chief of sinners." 

. Hopr freely and frequently does he confess, that, before bis conversion, 
lie. waa a blaftphemer, a persecntor, a person that injured both God and 

Cm : tiioogb honoured with the highest grace and favour taken up to aa 
mediate converse with God lo heaven, yet he never shewed the least 
lofUness over hia brethren ; be waa intrusted with the greatest newer and 
anlborttv In tbe church, hot never affected to govern the fsith or men ; ha 
-only endeavoured to be an helper of their joy. How studiously did h^ 
dedine all tbe honoura and commendationa that were heaned upon him 2 
when aome in the church of Corinth magnified him, ano, under the pa* 
tronage of hia name, began to set np for a party, he aeverely rebuked them* 
toU them that it vras Christ, not he that was crucified for them ; that 
tbcy bad nol been baptized in Ua name, nor did he remember to bavo 
bapUsed above three or four of them, and he was heartily glad he had no 
ofUner performed the ceremony, lest a foundation might have been laid^ 
fimm that cirentMatance, for charging him with Judaiaine. 

8t Fanl'a ttmpennce and lobriehf were remarkable : for he ofiie^ 
•hrid|ad Uaitlf it tha ooAfamciKfi 91 tewfol and necaifaxj tOfOOimtdir ^ 
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tions *. his hongerinfs and thirstings were freqoent ; by iivliieli means Be 
reduced Ibe eztravagaDcf of the sensual appetites to a pcrfiect sufcjeetioD 
#f tjM law of reason. Hence he easily got above the world; wilb a'UitV 
ebarms and frowns, and bismiodwas coniinoally conversant in heaven^, 
where bia tboosbts were fixed, and wbitber £is desires always ascended. 
What be taught to others, be practised himself ; bis conversatioii was fn 
heaven, and bti desires were to depart^ and to be wilb Christ.' Tfafa 
iN»rld neither arrested his affection nor disturbed bis fears : be was mKber 
fleaaed with it*s appUiases, nor terrified with \V.% threatenfiags i be stb iB t ^ 
not to please RieB» nor valued the censures they passed upon him : be wif 
not greedy of a great astaAe, titles of bonenr, or rich presenta froB'raett^ 
fMd and iiiment was hit bill of fare, and more than Uiis be never €taM 
Ibr; accoantingf that the less be war clogged with these thfaigs the Kgblef 
tie should pass to heaven, esp^ialiy a» be was travelling tfaroegh e imorM 
#veiron with trouble and pcirsecBtions. And hence it is. very probaMe, 
Ibeit he always led e single Hfe, though some of the ancients rank' hfm 
amongst those apostles who were married. 

. 'So less exemplary was bis kindness and ehatity ; for betiad*e eon- 
pafisionute tenderness for the poor and a quick sense of the wants ef olRerf : 
To what cbcrcb soever he came, it was always One of his first cares t» 
make fprovision for the poor and to stir ^up the bounty of tbettehttfd 
wealthy ; nay, he himself worked often with bis own hands, nek Only fIS 
maintain himself, but also to help and relieve them: but his ebarUy to tta^ 
fQuIs of men wis infinitely greater, fearing no dangers, refnsing'ne laboilN; 
going through good and evil report, that he might gain men over to the 
knowledge of ibe truth, bring them out of the crooked patbeof vice alfA 
idolatry, and place them in the straight way that leadetb teHfe etemrt^f 
nay, so insatiable was his thinC for tlw good of souls, that he aiBrtti tllaf 
he would sooner himself be accursed from Christ, than that hiscoiMK 
irymen sliouid miscarry. And as he was infinitely solicitous to gaintfieai 
ever to the religion of the Son of Chid, so he- was equally carefsl to kmedt 
ihem from being seduced from it ; ready to suspect every Ihing that ntfigW 
corrupt thar minds from the simplicity that is in Christ : *' f am jeeletft 
f ver you," says he to the church of Corinth, '^ with a godly jealousy^ sril' 
affeclioB of all others the most active and vigilant, and twhieb Inspileir 
men with the roost passionate care and concern for the good of those Dw* 
whom they have the highest degree of love and kindness. ' -*^ '* 

Nor was his charity to men greater than his seal for Ood, laboerllfr 
with all Ihs might to promote the honours uf his master. How rewaw b y 
aealous was he while be continued a member of the Jewish reiigic^ OP 
the tradition of the fathers I How earnest to vindicate and a«sert»tlSB di- 
vinity of the Mosaic dispensation, & to perserate all who were of a coMfMy* 
faith, even to rage and madness ? And when his seal v^ras afterwards MrMd 
into a right channel, it ran with swift current, carrying trtm ool'-agllfliM* 
ail opposition, to vanquish the kingdom and the powers of deHnlkess,^!!!' 
beat down idolatry, & plant the world with the right apprehenskms ef 43bdv' 
and the true knowledge of religion. When at Athens he saw them invirtv^' 
ed in the grossest superstition and idolatry, and giving the honoAr^lAit^ 
was due to God alone to statues and imsgtis, this firtrd his sea1« stnd -htf- 
could not but let them know the resentment of his mind, and how^greitly'' 
they dishonoured God, the great maker and preserver of the -weirld.^^^" 
This zeal qiust have rendered him remarkably diligent and fndnSlrlew^fli' 
the executipn of hb office^ warning, reproving, entreating, persiNidirig»' 
preaching in season and out of season, by night and by day, %y Setf sM' 
by land : he thought ne^pains too much- to be teken, no dangors to#fNNit 
to be overcome. •-- .. •.-./?:;.:, 

For thirty-five years after his conversion he seMom sCald-iong fii enO^* 
place, travelling from Jemsaltn through Arabia^ Asia, md €vfe#be, U 
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IRyricQin, to Rrnne; snd* ta the utmost bounds of the western world, 
preicbing the gospel of Christ. Ranning, says St. Jerom, from ocean 
to ocean, likejthe inn in ifce Imnmis,- of which it m aafdv his circuit is 
from the one end of the heaven to the other, sooner wanting eroond to 
44Mid OB Ihlui- a deaka to piiopngate the faith ofGHuisT. Nicephorus 
compares hign lo a bird io the air, which, in a few jpears, flew remid the' 
wprld; |tidoK«» to a winged httsba&dman, who fiew fronr place to plaee, 
to cultivate the world with the most exact rules and inftroetions of life. 
ABdiWhiie-UieAlher aposUet eoofioed themselves, as it were, to one spot, 
eheotiBg this or that partieaiar ptovioee and place for their ministry, BC* 
Paol overran the wlioie world to it's utmost bounds and comers, planting 
all pkces where he came with the divine doctrines of the gospel. Nor in ' 
this course, was he tired with the dangers and difficulties he met with; 
the trouhlea and oppositions that were raised against him : but all these' 
served onljr to reflect a greater lastn on his patience ; of which he was a 
roost, eminent pattern, enduring the greatest troubles and persecutions, 
with a patience iriarophant and unoonqnerable. 

: This will easily appear if we take a survey of what trials and soflferingf 
lie underwent ; some part whereof are thus briefly summed up by him*, 
self;: ^* In labeurs abundant, in stripes above measure^ in prisons freqa^nt^ 
in death* oft ; thrice beaten with rods, once stoned, thncesofTered ship* 
wreck, a night and a day in the deep : in joumeyinga often, in perils of 
water, in perils by his countrymen, in perils by the Heathen, in perils ia 
^l\0 city^ in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils amongst 
faiae brethren : in weariness, in painfolness, in watchings oileu, in hunger 
and thirst; in fastings often, in coid and nakedness ; and bnrides thosa 
ti^gs that were without, which daily came upon him, the care of all the 
churchtfa. " An account, though very great, yet far short of what he en- 
dured. All which he cheerfully underwent with a soul as calm and serene' 
aa the morning sun ; no malice or rage, nor fury or storms, could ruffle or 
discompose his spirit : nay* they animated him to rise up with the greater 
e^gernes!» and resolution to perform his duty. Could all the powers of 
men and devils, spite and opposition, torments and threatenings, have 
been able to baffle him out of that religion he had embraced, he must have 
deserted bis station : but his soul was steeled with a courage and resolu- 
tion that was impenetrable ; and on which no temptation, either from 
hopes or fears could make any more impression, than an arrow shot 
again^ a wall of adament. 

Uedid mot want solicitations both from Jews and Grentiles ; and might, 
doubtless, io sobm measure, have made bis own terms, would he have 
beau false to his trust, and quitted that way which was then every 
where spoken against. But, alas! these things weighed little with our 
apostle, who *^ counted not his life dear unto him, so that he might linish 
his course wUb joy, and the ministry which he had received of the Lord 
Jefos-.;*' and therefore, when bethought himself under the sentence of 
deaiby could triumphantly say, *' I have fought a good fight, I have finish- 
ed my course, I have kept the faith." la short, he was a taan in whom 
iha divine lifa aoHuently displayed itself; he lived piously and devoutly, so- 
berly and temperately, justly and righteously ; careful *' always to keep a 
consoieaoe void of offence both towards Ood and man." This, he tells 
us, was his support under all hia sufferings ; this the foundation oJF his con* 
fidence towards tirod, and bis firm hopes of his happmess in another world. 
** This is our rejoicing, the testimony of our conscieaee, that in simplicity 
and godly sincerity we have had our conversation in the world.'' In ahort« 
as the love of thia great apostle to his divine Maalar knew do bounds, so 
the beauty and energy of his writings, as well as bit luflferingiin topport of 
the truth be espoused and iaculcatdl, are beyoad example. 
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THlSapcMlIc msa Bttm oT Gdikc, «oni n all prvhihifilf eAw. 
rt CaycTMsa or fielbfluda»u be wai ayvtiiar irith Sibm Pleterii ~ 
fiibiac indc IJw «|Mikci of Gnat vaftgim hua, to diili^Kaiik 
tro« aaoiker •fOtUe oc the auae oaaM. 

Ha waft Ibe «o of Zeoadoe, a fiiheraaa, wha kept MTCial 
cairy as ku Uada« and ibafafaca bmiI faava Iia8» a pertoa of < 
ia ku waj. Hit aaUer't naoM was Marj, wnmmied SalaoM* tka daaglb--. 
Ur of Cleophait aad Sitar or raUer coniia-gcrMui lo Maij Um Bolher of, 
•ar Lord ; so thu ke bid the boaoar of buag a acar leJiAiaa to Cauvr 
hmxiu lla was brongbi afrtatfaa trade of bia falber; a aaaa oec«fa* 
tiaa, iodeed, in ibe e; e o4' tbe world, baft oo daplojaKOt if Meaa Ibal k' 
KbdmI aad iodnftU'ioiu i and it sboold be reoMmbercd tbai Ibe Saa of Gad" 
bim«ir Uooped to low, at to become ibe repvtcd wa af a carpaalar,-aa d^ 
during Ibe retirement of his priTate lite laboored htmialf at bii fi l b ert 
trade ; not oMre^ devoting hinaelf to conieaiplatioatk dor witbdniw 
1!^ from all utefal iociei> wiib ibe worid, aod bidiag biafelf ill tba- 
tobtBd&« of an aneboret, bat bw)iDg biaMelf ia an aatiTo coone of 
Me at Im cou&iniullj went about domg good to tbe aouU and badiaa of 
laankiod. 

>'oi in tbe leaii diaconraged at tba meaaaest of bii latber^a trada, ft. . 
Jaiceft «pplied bkneeif lo li witb remarkable aawdoUj, and was excidda^ 
\Hi employment when tbe Saviour of tbe world pamtag by tba tea of GaK 
Thee. &aw bim wiLb h'u brulber in the fhip, aial ealiad tbeis botb- to ba bit 
iLicipJes. Nor wm the call in vain ; Uiey carafollj complied with it, and^ 
immed!ti'.e]> left aUio follow bim : thej din not tlaj to diapnta bU co«^ 
niand, or soiicitowly inquire into tbe ruinate coateqaence* uf tba andar«- 
t*kin<j, li^ irooblet and dangers that might attend thif sew employ m e nt z 
but re«d:i> delivered tbemselvcs op to prdform wbatavar sarvice he Bboaid-' 
call Ihtm to. v- 

He was called soon after this from tbe station of an ordinarv diaeipl^ 
to tbe aposioltc c Alice, smd cren brmoored with some partiMiUr favowt be- 
yond most of tbe apostiu, being oae of the three whom the Lord Hnda. 
choice of, is his cotcpaniooiin the more iaiimale Imnsactions of bit liA^* 
fiom which the rest were excluded. Thus, wi lb Peter and bit brotbafS. 
Juhn, he attended his Master when be raised the daughter of Jarios firoVI 
the dead ; he was ad mi Lied to CsRitr'a glorious trans6garation on Iba^* 
mount, and beard the di>courses tbat-|iasaed between him and iba grail* 
minisiers from the court of heaven ; aad when the holy Jeaua wat la 
tinderj^o his bitter agony in the garden* as preparatory- tufferings kobitptt** 
sion, James was one of ihe three taken to be a spectator of then. 

It is not easy to determine what reasons induced ibe great Aodeaater 
C'f mankind to admit those three apostles to peculiar acts of kindaan ;' 
though lie doubtleH did-ft for wise and proper enda. Whether ba datignai 
1he»e three to be more aoierao and peculiar witnestes of - soma Temarkme 
tran»actions cf his life than Uia other apostles ; or that ibey would K>a«B0pa- 
einiuentJy useful atid-serviceahle m some parts of tbe apostaUc ofltoa^ tr 
to cncouiage then^ thereby to prepare for the sufTerings ihat would atttad' 
<hiim in the ministry ; or whether he designed them far soma nora aodr- 
rcnt kinds of martyrdom than the rest of. his discipief. 

U was not the least instance of particohir honoor that our Lord eonfbr* 
red on these apostles, when ha called tbens<<0! ibe aposlolata, that-bc givet 
ttum a new name tnd title. A thing not -uncommon of old, for tba AI-m 
ttii^bi}/ often iuiposcd new namei >on partona/ when be intandad Ibtoi fir 
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tome great and peooBar fenrlcer and emplojmenti; fautaocet of ihU w# 
tive in Abrabaiii* Ind 3aoob.' ' Accordihglj our Lord, at tbe election of 
these three apoBtjbi^ Ijave them new names : Sinion he called Peter^ or n 
rock, and Jainea and John, Bcanerjges^ or the sons of thunder. ' What our 
Lord intended by th^e surnames is much easier to conjecture than deter* 
mine ; some think iC was'^iven them on account of their lieinfl; 'pment im 
tie momity when a v6ice . can^ out tt the' cloud, saying. This timf H*^ 
faoed 5o», dbc. for mhtih the rieopW he#rd the iame>oice at another timep 
they said, '' it thundered." But tbii bl^rvation it in itself vei; ittcon- 
aiderable, because It was equally applicable to* Peter as to '(bem. Otbera 
lUnk it was given them on acoounf of their loud and bold preaching tb» 
gospel to the world, fearing no thfeatenfngs^ despising all opposition, and 
going on thundering in the ears of a drowsy ana slcSpf i^rld ; rounng 
aiftd am^akening the eonsdences of men witb the'eamestnest and vehemfence 
of their preaching, which resembled thunder^ as the voice'' of Cod power^ 
fully shak'es'the natural world, and b reaks in piepes the cedars of LeMuon. 
Others' think it relates to the doctrines they delivered, teacbii^ tl^n 
great mysteries pf the gospel in a more profound and loftier strain thai* 
t^e rest. . • ' ' 

How far the latter iminlon might be true with regard to St. Jamei^ 
the Scriptures are' wh'olhr silent ; but It was certainly verifieA^ iii his brother 
John, whose gospel if full' of the more sublime notions and mysteries of 
the gospel concerning tbie divinity, pre-ezistence, &c. of Cbki st, that 1m' 
ii generally affirmed by the ancients to thunder rather than speak. Per* 
haps tbe expressions may denote ho more than that In general they were 
to be )[Mrime and eminent ininisWrs, in this new state of things ; the Intro* 
ducing the gospel or the evangelical dispensation, being called ^* a vou:n 
ibaking the Ilea vens and the earth,'' and therefore exactly eorrespondent 
lo the native Importance of tbe wbrd^ signifying an e^rtkqwike^ or a vehe* 
ment commotion, that like thunder, makes an alarming noise. 
' 'However this be, our blessed Saviour doubtless by tbis term alluded tm 
the furious and re'solute dispositions of these two brothen, who seem to 
bave been of a more Qery temper than the rest of the apostles, of whick 
wife have tbis memorable instance. When our Lord was determined on ' 
bis journey to Jerusalem, he sent some of his disciples before him to make 
preparation for bis ebming ; but, on their entering a village of Samaria, 
v^ra rudely k'ejebted, from- the old grudge that subnsted between the Jews 
end the Straarilans,'and because' our Saviour, by going up to Jemsalem» 
teemed to slight their place of worship on mount Geriaim. 

^^s piece of rudeness and Inhumanity was so highly resented by St. 
James and bis brother John, that they Came to Jfisue, desiring to know 
If be wopld not imitate Elias, by calling down fire from heaven to con- 
sume this' barbarous and inhospitable pciople. So apt are men for every 
trifling provocation to call upon heaven to revenge them on the aggressors, 
according to the extravagancies Of ther own "unreasonable passions ! But 
the holy Jbbds soon convineed them- of their mistake, by telling tbem« 
that be was come to save the lives of tbe cbildrto of men, end not to de- 
stroy them; ' - : « * . , 

We have no account from sacred history, what became of St. Jamea 
aflerttje ascehston of his gfeat and beloved' Mai^i^.' Sophronios tells ut, 
that be prtaehed to tbe di»6rsed Jews, that is, to Ummo converts who were, 
diipersed after tbe death of Ste|>ben. The Spanish writer will have Iti^ 
that after preachkig the gospel in several part^l of Judea and Samaria, bo 
^visited Spain, where he had planted Christianity, and appointed feome so* 
lect dtsdplM'tb perfeot what be had becun ; but if vre consider the sbortneu 
of St^ JtiAeS't life, and 'that the apostfes continued in a body at Jerusalem, 
oven after tbe difpersion of the otbef Christians, we shall find it difficult to 
nUow time mffieiont for lo tedkmi and diffieolt a voyage at that wm i» 
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ttoK iirl; agei ; and therefore it ii ttfett to CDofiae bii miDiitr; ta Jmlev 
and the conntriei bordering upon iL 

We 'K-va frnm prokne hisLory, that Ilerid Agrippt, Mn nf ArutobaFlli 
fc gnidiin of Rprnd Che Grcit, had heen ■ great fiTourile both wUhJthe 
•mpamr CttiguhL knd hi) «tici;?<icir Clkndiu). who coarerred on bi^ bU 
gAndfath^'iliingdonit, «[)j Mnt him into Judea. Ilerod wis DobUt and 
genennia, prudent and pnlitfr, thoTDaghlf vmei in aH the aril aiid io- 
trigoei of n coart ; h« kneir hmr to obfige hh enemies, and ittatiTf or aKrt 
lhBdi»p!>^>iireof thecmperor Heirasofa courteous and a1IMei\ratmr 
tiSa ; bv. ulfie »niB tinf- t gr-eat i^atot for the Jewiib religion, aSai 
««rja?[:urate obierrer of tfi'; Morale law. This prince, on hii arriral in 
liiiBeir Ijindirom. thought 'here wa< nn inrer waj of ingratiaiing buaKf 
Into Ih: firnur of the pn|ialace, than fajpcDt^cating tbs Chritliant, irbon 
hs knew the Jem d'-teited. AecordiDgl; h= began a vioient pertecnUoa ; 
but the cainmonatly b;in* tot fn;an a sacrifice to satisfy his own seal, and 
favnar hi) pop-jUr desip-nt, he laid handi on St. Jimes, whole active lampec 
and Ti^ront manner of eonlirnding for the truth and .e&ceileacj of the 
Cbriittan rdigiim. rendered Mm a proper victim at this time. 

Theiame z-.a'. which anim^ited Herod to lay bands on SI. Jainet, alio 
prompted him [opa^s lenience of d-4th on him imniediatelj. At he wat 
Icjto the place ofeitecation. the officer that guarded him to the tribiiBa], 
or rather hi* ncenier, harini; b;en converled hy that remarlcable cpnraga 
■ltd cnn-.tancy shewn by the apoitte at the time of hi* trial, repeated oC 
what ht! I'ad done, eame and fell down at the apostle's feet, and heartily 
Iwggeil pardon for what he had said against him. The holy man after' 
recorcrin^n-om the tarprise, tenderly em br4ced him. " Peace," taid be, 
*' my^jn peace be to thee, and the pirdon of tbe faahs.' Cpon which 
the ofHci^r publicly declar.vl himselfa Christian, and both were beheaded 
■t the wt.ia-'. ticne. That fell the great apostle James the tint, protomartyr 
ofthsajiostles, the first of tint nnmbef that gained the crowo, taking 
cbeerfully that cup of whicb he had long lincc told bis Lord he wu ready 
t« drinlc. 

Howsrer, the di*ins veng:an:e, thai never sleeps, wonld not inRer Q» 
death of thii innocent and rrghteoui man to pa» bng nnrerenged ; for 
•bortly after the laartyrdooi of St. Jamei, Herod removed to Ceiarea, In 
anlerto malie warnn the neighbanringTyriani and Sidonians : and whifa 
haeontinned in this city, he proclaimed Milemn li^ht* ^nd feitivKl entu- 
UiaiBents to be held in honoar of Cziar to which there flocked a prodi- 

E'tfoa conllaence of the priocipat Inhabitanti of the adjaclent parti. Sarij ' 
the m^irnin; of the ie<;ond day, be cams with great slate into the tbeatia 
to matte an oriLtion to the people : anJ being clothed in a robe cariosih ' 
wroBghtwith silver, the beam) ofthe j-m iveru refli-cted from it with aaen 
Inrtn, that the people cried out that it wai gom: deity they befaeld'; «ad V 
that he who (poke to tb«ni mast be iomethlng above the comoioa itaod- . 
ard of linmanitf , 

ISiii implo'js tpplaas: Fferod recdvad withoat the least token ofiJislitei 
«r lensoof theinjOT thit wn done by it to the Supreme flpinj. But a 
•gdden accident chan^?d the >cenc, an-I torned their mirth and rejoicing 
into melancholy and mnuinin^ ; ^ Jlerod looking op, saW an nwl perched 
Bpana rope over Ms hi^ad. which he contidered as the fata! minister of bii. 
death ; on which an incurable nclanthaly seized his mind, and the most 
(!n|oiiite torment* bif bowels, occasioned by thoie worms St. I.oke men- 
tiom ; «o that tdrnin^ to lbs pio,Tle he cried out, " Bshnlfl the deity y o 
admired, and your»elve»'c»iit?fitTy cnivioL'ed of flittsryand fihahood ; see 
nethts mim^nl cortSemiid hy th? laws of tile to die, whom' jait now yOB ' 
■tylediniTi'ifU!." JIb wa< renive] tnlo th- paUciH.bi', hispaini ilfll in- ' 
crea*H) uion him ; and thiu^li the peaplf filled, ami iifTared prayer* tor , 
his Wb and health, vt bis acot^ tprmnnts prjTiiled, and aftrt 'five daji " 
mtMptriailo mi lilc. 



The LIFE of St. JAMES, ; 

7%e JPOSTLB, tnrnamtd tit tJSSS^ ' . 

BEFORE we pnter apon the life of this kpoOfe. it will be nwetncv 
toreiDDfe wme itiSculliei reUting to hii])Bria(i. it bai^bew doob(ed n 
•otne whether lUi WRi the Mime with tbiit Si. Jamca. who nas ^fturwa^ 
UtbopofJeraMlem, two of ibii name being meDtioiiFd in the sacred wM> 
lugs, nimet;, St. Jamei the Great and St. James the Leig. both ip«Mt!<9a,; 
Iheaneiedti mEntiona tbird, (urnanied the JdsI, which they will have to |M 
aiiliiTct from the former, and biibopofJertisaleui ibuUhisopinion Isbnltiw 
a (andy found ation ; for nothing ii plainer, than that St. James the apH 
tie whom St. Panlcallt " oar Loid's br'olher," End recjjons with Paffr 
and John, one ofthepilian ofUte church, wai Ihe saine whu preikdei 
kmoTi^ the apostlea doobtlcBi ^virtue of his cpiscDpul o'flice. anddetn^ 
mined the cauiei in the ijnod of Jerusalem. Nor do cHher ClemrmC 
Alexandrinai, or Ensebius, mentioD an; more than two, St. Jainea |lai» 
hj Herod, and St James the Jait, biihop of Jcruealem, whom tbej r^ 

Ciitif affirm to be tbe tame with him who is tailed the bioUuv of oar 
fd by St Paal. 

The difEcultiej with rtsard to hi« perion bdng thns retnoTed, we ifad^ 
proceed to the faiitory of hi* life. It li reaionable lo think that be wa> th« 
k<m of JOieph.aflefwardithe boaband'of MarTbyhia first wife, whom SiL 
Jerom atylei Bacha, and adds, that ihe wai tbe danghter of Aggi, brother 
to Ztcharlii, Ibe falher of John the Baptist ; hepc; fae was reputed ow 
liotd't brother. We find indeed aeveral mentioned asthebutbreo of ov 
Bavtoar In tbo evangelical hbtory ; bat in what lensfl,. wasjgreat^ emttr^ 
verted b; the ancienta. St. Jerom, St. Chrysoatom, ano^tome olhen^ 
will have them to have been ao called from their being : the anna of Mar^, 
Cooain-ferman ; or according to the Hebrew idiom, aiaterlo the Virgw 
Mary : bat Ensebiua, Epiphanina, and manjr otbert tell □*, tl^ were tfa* 
children of Joseph by a Ibrroer wife; and thisteeraa moat natural, and best 
•greet with what the evangeliat says of tbem. when lie eapmeratea th* 
^aettidnsofthe Jeiva: " Is not Ihia the carpentei^i son ? la liot his matk- ' 
er called Mary ? And hia brethren, James and Joae.a, and Simeon, and J»- 
das? And his liatcrs, are tbey not allwltb na P Wbeaca then haslbia roa» 
these thinga P" By which it ta plain that the Jews UDderBtood tbeaa 
persons not to be Cbrist's kinamen only, bat his brethren ; lb» 
tame carpeater'i sod having the same relatipo 1« him, that Jztw 
bimacifhad: indeed they had more, Christ being onW bis repoM, 
they bis natural sons. Upoa this acconnt the bleaaed virgin, is toms- 
timei called the mother of James and Joks; and bj ^s name ars 
frtqaently .find her meDtianed by the evangelists in ^'relating onr 
l>0Td*s croeifixion : and Ifaongh ibe was only mothai-in-law to St^ 
Jamei, yet the evangelists ml^ht ahoose to etyje her ao, becante she wt» 
commonly called his mother after the deaih of Joseph: perhaps she hrr- 
aelf chose that Utie, that the Son of God, whom as a virgin she had brought 
into the world, might be the better concealed, and leas exposed ta the en> 
vioQB malice of the Jews. To this It might b? added, that Josephns, wh* 
waa eminently skilled in matters ofgenealogy and descent, expreiaty say^ 
that St. Jamea waa the brother of Jesus (JiiRtsT. There is indeed on* 
auction against this, namely, that be ia called " the aon of Alpheas i" ba^ 
thiB may mem no more, than either that Joieph was called I7 another 
name, a thing very common amongst the Jews, or that James himself waf 
« disciple oT iomeparticntar sect or synagogue called Alpbean a, there bo< 
itwmarij incli awls about this lime amone;at the Jews, 

^h>e aacred historj Is silent with regard lo Ihe place ofhis birlb; Ih* 
MtiteUudrTalnOd, calls him imwn of Uietowavf Scc'GIaia; bntwhoihi.- 



m LIFE OP JESUS CHRIST, vtd AU AP0S11E4> M 

■ 

that p)Me wu litafttad it oncerttin : . nor ia it known wImI Ki partieakr 
way or eonrte of life wat before he wrat called to the apoflllMUp ; the tfa- 
cfed writers hmnof bean ailont with regard to this parUeniar, mentiontof 
sothing eoncerriing bite doring the life of oor Savkmr. 

3t. Jaraet , wai bohoared, ahar tba ref orrection, witb a paitkikr ap- 
Itaaruee of bar Exird to bin, wbJcb,.tboilgb patted over in .tilenoi by thfl 
craogelitti, it recorded by St. Fau!. St. Jerom, from tbe Hebrew goip^l qf 
fjtub NasareheK wbicb contain several particolars omitted by the evaogdl* 
cal bittorians, gives tbe following .relatioix of hit appearance to this apMlk» 
8t James had tplemnly sworn, that from tbe time he had drank of the csy 
et the institution of the sapper, he woald eat bread no more, till he nw 
Ihe Lord risen . frpm.Uvi dead, oor Lord« therefore, being returned from 
tbe grave, canie end appeared to bim, and commanded breed to,|be aet b«p 
fore him, which he took, blessed, and brake, and cave to St. Jamea; say* 
ing, " Eat thy bread, my brother, for the Son of man is trol/ riaeo freiv 
emongst ibem that sleep.'' . . • i • - ' 

After the resurrection of oar Savio'ar, be was chosen bishop of Jerom* 
lero, being preferred before all the rest for his near relation to CailfT | 
end for the fame reason, we find Simepn chosen to be his imoMdisle 
■accessor in tKat see. because, after St. James, be was oor Lord's eat 
kinsman ; a consideration that mad^ l^eter and thetvirp sons of itMi&i 
Iboagb they bad been pecnliarly honoared |by oar Saviour, not to eontBO^ 
for this high and honourable station, hot (freely chose Jame« the Jml^ 
bishop of Jerusalem. This disunity is indeed said by some of the andaoti 
lo have been conferred on liim by CnpiisT, who constituled him bishop il 
the lime of his appearing to him : but it is safest to follow the gaaeni 
Opinion, that this dignity was conferred apon him by the apostles ; tboa||i 
possibly they might receive some iniunatibns from our Lord fajmsdf coh 
terniog it. . . • , 

St. E^uf, when he came to Jerosalemy after his conversion, Appliad ft 
St James, sind washy him honoured by the right-hand of fe^owspip 3 aM 
peter sent to St. James the news of his miraculous deliverance out of thi 
prisoi 
ren;^ 
that time. 

This apostle was remarkably active in the synod of Jerosalen, 

the great cause relating to the Mosaic rites was delated ; for the cai'ie 
being opened by Peter, and forther delmted by Paal and Barnabas, 8t^ 
James stood op to pass tbe final and decretory sentence.— That .the Gee* 
tile converts were not to be loaded with tbe Jewish yoke ; ^ few iedV^' 
ferent rites only being ordered to be observed in order to produce en ae» 
comihodation between the Jews and Gentiles, ushering in the expcdini 
with this positive cbnclonbn, *VThis is my sentence ana determinetidn f. 
e circunistSLhce the more considerable^ becaase spdken at e tiihe wbH| 
Peter was In rodncil, and prodbced not the least intimation of the anLbpffty 
afterwards ascribed to him. 

St. James performed every part of his charge with all possible cere e^ 
indnstry, omitting no particular necessary to be c^uerved by a diligeiitaii» 
flithful guide of souTs ; strengthing the weak, instructing the ignoraQt,.iet 
dndfng the erroiieoas, reproving the obstinate ; and* by the conitencyef 
his termons, conouering the stubbornness of that perverse and refractoiy 
generation he haa to deal with, many of the. noble and better sort baiig, 
(lersoaded to emhrare the Christian faith : but a person so cerefnl, se 
successful in his charge, could not fail of wakening the spite and ma* 
lice of his enemies ; a sort of men of whom the apostle has given too Irae^ 
e character, that '' th^'y pleased not God, and are contrary to all men.'* 

The Jews being vexed to see St. Pinl had escaped their hands by ap- 
pealing unto Cttsar, tUir ni.«li^Q |>«camQ as greal apd insatiaUo u ktlUt 



ion, ** Go," said he, '* shew these things unto James, and to the br^b> 
•^^ that is, in the chdrch, especially to St. James the pastor of it at 



Hse1f,?so that aslbey cooLMuot have their revenge jOaSLPaqU .theyrtarfied 

tiieirfarj against St. Jarnes ; but being anable to effect tiiieir design under 

^ko goverament of Fe^as, they determined to attismpt ^t under the prpca»^ 

lorsbip of ^Ibinus his successor, Anaoias the yoqngei:, .of- thesectof to^ 

Sadducees, being hight-priest. They were bow.eVer fearful tbut AJbinaf 

VDuid oppose their design, and tberefore tboogbtit the. lorest method Jto 

fiapatch him, if possiblei before the new governor arrived. In order in 

^s, a coancil ivas lammoned, and the apostle,, villi others, arrjMgne^ 

f nd condemned as vioii^rs of the law : but that the action might appei 

Siore plau<)lbU».& popular, ibe. Scribes & Phaciaees, master^ in the art | 

dissimulation) endeavoured. to ensnare him, telling hyat that they had plac^ 

Ibe greatest conGdence in him. ; that the whole nation, as well. as they. 

guvejiim the title of a jos,t man, rand one that, wa^no iirespectei: ofi bei'r 

tons; that they therefore desirod he wonld correct the error and ulsft 

opinion t\te people had conceived of its sua, whom they, cpnaidered a»tha 

Messiah, and take this opportunity of the univefSAl oonAoence • to th6 

pftsobal, solemnity, to set them right in their opiak>o»in :tbis particqiarp 

^nAwAuldgo with^theui to the iop of the temple, where he might b* 

ieen and heard by all the people. ■ j - ' -'i 

h- To this the apostle readily conaeoted, and. being tavaniageonsTy plffw 

0D jtba pinnacle of the templf, they addressed him in tl;iiie^ following maiiiiei^ 

M Teli OS 6 Justu»! whom we have all the reason in the world !to beiie]M| 

why- the people ars tbi)a gi^nerally led aw^y with ibe dpotrine of J^sifJl 

wba waf crucified ; tell as, wbat is this aQsCitutioo .qf .the crucified 'Ji* 

•pjjs ?" To which the; apostle answered, with an- ^ and ib)e voice: '* Whjf 

#0 yon enquir/e of J£3U8, the Sqd bCman ? He s'^a in b^ajren at the ngbt^ 

if^id -0/ the Alajesty on hi^h, mi will come fligaio IQ the clouds of boa- 

ven.'' 'The people below hearihgthis, glorifieortHo blewed Jssvs,, an^ 

openly proclaimed, *' Hosanna to the Son of DavljJ.'' 

-; Hereupon., the Scribes and, Pharisees perceived .tliat they bad apt?^ 
ibolisbly ; . that, instead of repiaimjing they had confirmed the people in 
their error ; and that there waa.no way left bu^ to drspatch him immedi- 
ately, io order to warn others, by ;hi8. sufferings, xpt to believe^ in Jesua 
of N^rQt)),: accordingly they suddenly ,-crieicl. Qut, That Jqstus hi m self 
was seduoed and become an impostor ; and immediately threw him front 
t^ pinnacle on which he stood, into the court belpw ; ^ot not being killed 
gn th^^p[ot« be recovered himself so far as lo Hse , on. his .knees, and pray' 
fervently to heaven for his {murderers : bat' iharicels toe diabolical to bo 
paoi$e4 with kindness^ 6r satisfied with cruelty. : U(t)f!.poi:MPPa 9^ revef{g^ 
l^ye only, io enihme it, and rou8e.it up to greater acts, of cruelty. Aoi; 
cordingly, his enemies, vexed that they had not fully, accomplished thelt 

. vprk, they poweda shower of atojaes upon bjum, while..He.was imploring 
uwir forgiveneaa at the throne of ^fUfie ;. and one of . tbeiQ, more mercifuL 
tban the; [?e«t, with a fuller's club put an end to bb raiseryj j. ^ 

. . TUl grea^ and good-n^an tbas finished bis cojorae in ..the ninety-sixtl^ 
jear of liis age, and about twenty-foar years afier oiir- iblessed Saviour*^ 
aiicepaitfo into heaven. Hia death was laniented by'.all jgood men, eve(| 
Ijf tjbe sober, and just persona amongst the "Jewa tbemaelves, as Josephua 
^msjBlf conf|esses. . He was buried, according. to ^ Gregory, of Tours, on' 
lipi9nt^I}vct^ in a tomb' he had bai^ forhiniseW', aodJn which he haij^ 
buried. Zacbarias and old Simeon. Hejesippus, says be waa-baricd in tha: 
C^art of the temple, where he soffered martyrdom, and that a monnmehl; 
liy^ there erected to hia memory : bntthe former, seems ■ more agreeable Ip. 
ISiytfon ; for the Jews very rarely l^njci^d- any person in the city, roach leir 

. ia.the diurtapf Jtbe temple ; and imr^re^ it b not natncal to think tHef| 

Sonld periaiUlbat.iionoar to be •paid to him tbey bad-ao lately pot t£ 
la^^-iiianimpoatoraaddecfiifer. " .' ^ 



SSft LIFB OF JESes CHRIST, md kU APOSTLES, ^ 

• 

St. Jamn waim mtn of exempUry piety and devotion, edocmted under 
the ilrictest roles and tnstiltstion? of religion, a priett of Ihe tDcient ordei^ 
of the Rechabitet, or rmther, as Epiphanies coojectares, according to this 
nost ancieoc order and form of prieslhood, when the sacredotal oflSo^ 
«vas tbe prerogaUre of the first-born ; bnt whether this kind of priett- 
bood leas at any time obsenred under the Mosaic dispensation, we art if# 
kheretold in Sacred Writ ; bat, however that be, it is certain tfaatbefaaA 
the privilege nf entering the sanctaary, or holy place, when he pleaMi^ 
I hough rone bol pricsti of the order of Aaron were permitted to eafler 
iliere besides himself. Prayer was his constant business and deligbt ; lii 
beemed to live upon it, and to bare contmnally his conversatiMi in beaveai 
tad, therefore, used constantly to repair into tbe temple to prty, whidi 
be alvajs performed kneeling, and with the greatest reference, ftti by 'Ml 
^aSty devotions, bis knees were become bard and eallons like tbote of « 
camel. And he who has told at, that ** the prayer of tbe righteoni fliiil 
airailplh much,'' foond it so by his own experience, heaven lendCng a tmkk 
immediate ear to bis peUtions ; so that in a time ef remarfcMe diuiitli^ 
on bis ptaybig for rain, the cloods melted into fruitful sbowera, •now- 
iitvnd ibenecevilies of the peopled... ** ■- 

; His charity towikrds men was not less singafar than bis |Hety lowirds 
C.od ; be did good to all, watched over tbe souls of men, and iCa^Hed 1% 
kdvance their etf mal welfare ; his daily errand into the temple wat.Ui 
|uay for Lbe happiness of the people, and that God wonid not lererilly nA" 
nn vfilh them ; be could forgive bis most inveterate enemies, and overcottV 
evil with good : when thrown from the; top of tbe temple, b^ ttiade oie-dr 
bis Istp^t hr4Ath in sending up petitions to heaven for the pardoA ^ bit 
viurdurers, ** 1 beseech tbee, O Almrghty Father, forgive tbem, iofibajf 
know not what they do.? 

r I'his aposlle was of a remarkable mctk and humble temper, bononiiiii 
^hat was excellent in otl^rs, concealing wha^ was vajnable in hittiseif; 
neither the eminency of bis relation to the blessed Jesus, nor tbe diflilty 
of the plate be so worthily filled, could induce him to entertain Kiifl;f 
thon(;;hts of himself above the rest of Iris brethren ; on the contrary, be 
Itrove to conceal whateier might place bim in«bigber rtfnk than tbe 
olher disciples of the Lord of glory. Though be was brother to tbe Re- 
deemer of mankind, he stj^les himself only the servant of oor Lord Jsovt 
Christ ; not. so milch as mentioning bis beifig an apostle of Usditittf 
Itf aster. 

He was a person of extraordinary temperance, wholly abstmrning from 

ile'sb, drinking rfeilher svine Tior strong drink, and never nsiog ^be ba'k 

His holy and ibortlHed mind was conteriled with the meanest accommoda* 

lions ^ he went barefoot, and never wore any other that fbien gafineiits. 

He lived indeed after the strictest rales of tbe Nazarite orders md as the 

mitre he wore oh his bead evinced his priesthood, which was rather^ ilmii 

Mclchizedek thao Aaron ; so bis never shaving bis bead, or ttiiPg mny 

ointments, his habit and diet, and the great severity of his life, shewed 

^im to belong to the Nazarite institution, to which ht was coueented, 

oven from his mother's womb. A man of so divine a temper; ibslk be 

was at once the love and wonder of his age ; and from the repu^tiop pf 

bis holy and religious life, was stiled *^ Jaknes the Just." He w%s indi!^ 

Che safety and happiness of the nation, Which was reckoned Uk ^p^ 

vpnn his prayers and interest with heaven, and hence be aeqnirea t||e 

title of «Oblias." or «• Ozllam," the *• defence and fottr^s of tW 

people;'' indicating, that when he was no more, their cables sbodN) "t* 

disraantM and their strength laid level with the ground: tndaoiiiCeM 

it proved : for a few years ufter his deatb, the Rjrman army bnrtce ftf vpfm 

them, and filled the country with blood and slatrchtier. It'is hideiA ft 

wooder that the judgements of the Almighty like a flood, should coom roil* 



UrS OP JESUS CHRIST, mti ib> AMVPMESi ^ei M 

iai fa won a aation* wbea the slalees are plooked ap^ «ird Motet tektu 
•voy, tlMt stood in tbe gi^ to oppose tbem. I a bhort, St. Jaof^et wai (ho 
l&Iif ht o( ail good men, and in so great favoar and estimation- with tfe 
|>eople, that they cted tp flock after hire, and strive who shoold tooc^^ 
.^ it were only the border of bis garment ; bis very episcopal chair, at 

etebios informs as» wherein be aped to st, was carefully p^served, an4 
«i a kind of veneration paid it, even in his time. He was beloved net 
^nly by ius friende, bnt also by bis enemies, an4 tbe Jews tbemselvet 
niention St James in their Taimod, as a pemon who wroogbt miracles in 
Ihe name of Jesoa his Mw!^ ; and tbe wisest of them considered bis msr- 
t^rdom at the principal cause of all those cakmities tbataoon after flowei 
in npon them. Josepbas in paitienlar reckons the death of St. James, at 
Ibe aotion that more immediately roused the divine vengeance, and basteoh 
k^ the nniversal niin of that nation by the Roman armies, -^ 

This apostle wrote only one epistle, probably not long before his mar- 
Wdomy as i^ppears from some passages in it relating to the near appteack 
«fthe destruction of the Jews: be directed it to the Jewish eonverto 
dispersed np and down those eastern coontries to comfort tbem under 
^ir sufferings, and confirm them against error : be saw a great degenenb* 
igr of manners comin^; on, and that the purity of the Christian faith begaa 
to be ondermined by the doctrines and practices of the Qoottics, wbo^ 
under pretence of seal for the legal ntes, generally mixed tbemsalvea 
with the Jewif : he beheld libertinism flowing in apace, and the way !• 
lieaven made soft and ea^y* men declaiming against good works as oselesi 
'i|nd nnnecessary, and asserting that a naked belief waa coliicient to salraf 
lion. These doctrines, the aposUe opposes, presses the pority, paiience^ 
^rity, and all tbe virtues of a goon life ; and by undeniable argumeott 
proves, that sqob a faith alone» which has Chaist for it*s object, and 
•works by love and holiness can justify os before God, and procurt our 
-MimittiMe into tiie ccftlestia^ kingdom of eternal gtory. 



The LIFE of St. PETER, 

7%e APOSTLE to tie JEWS. 

I « 

THIS remarkable apostle and disciple of our blessed Lord and 8a« 
«ioQr was bom at fiethsaida, a city of Ckililee, situate on the banks of Itio 
lake of Oennesaretb, called also tbe sea of jGalllee, from it's beiog situ* 
ftted in that coootry ; and the lake of Tibertas, from that city being .built 
«n it^s banks t hot the particuhir time of this great apostle's birth cannot 
■ be known ; the evangelists, and other writers among the primitive Chris- 
iians, having iieen silent with regard to this particular, it is, however^ 
^etty certain, that he was at least ten years older than bis Master ; the 

S'rcnmitaoces of his i>eiog married, and in a settled course of life, when 
i became a follower of the great Messiah, and that aothority and re* 
-itoeet the gravity of bis person p^oonred him among tbe rest of the apot« 
ties, sttfficieotiy declare this conjectore to be very far from beiog impto- 
faable. 

St. Pettr beinc a descendant of Abraham, was circamcised aeoording to 

'the mles of theifosaio law, and called, by his parents, Simon or Simeon^ 

• name at. that time common among the Jews : but after bis beoomiog % 

ttio^la of tibo bloMod JisaoSy the additional titlo of Cepbai wm conferral 
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ttpon him Dv liis Mt»ter, to denote the firmncM of his faith ; the word Ob* 
phas in tbe'Syriac, the common language of the Jews at that time, siffnilj^ 
Ing atone nr rock : and thence he is called m Greek Fetras, and oj o^ 
Pe:er, which appellation liears the lame meaning. 

' The evangelists have alio been silent with regard to the parents of Sb 
l*eler, except in telling us, that his father's name was Jonuh. probably f 
fisherman of Bethsaida : but whatever was his trade, he was btgbiy honottr- 
cd bv our blessed Savioor, who chose two of his sons, Andrew and Peter^ 
to be bis apo«tIcs, and preachers of the glad tidings ol'sBUation to mankind. 

Whi-e young, 6t. Peler was brought up to tbe trade of fi&bing on UnI 
Iftlce of Bethsaida, famous for different kinds of fi>K which excelled «U 
others in tlie fineness of the taste. Here le «:)o9?iv followed hi« trade: 
tot af'torwards removed to Capernaum, piobably on his lieing married, 
where he settled ; for we find he had a house there when our blessed Si^ 
vioar began his public ministry, and there he pa'd t*^ibote. Nieephoros 
fcMs us, that lle!en, the mother of Constantine, erected a tyeanlifol cburdi 
over the ruins of St. Peter's house in honour of him. 

The town of Capernaum was as well situated as Bethsaida for (he ear- 
rying on his trade, standing at the influx of the tiver Jordan into the ie% 
of Galilee, and where he mi^ht, with equal advantage, reap tlie froita oC 
An honest and industrious diligence. The business of St. reter was, we 
Confess, both mean and servile : it exposed him to ali the injuries of the 
Hveather, the tempestooosness of tbe sea, and the darkness and horror of 
the night, and all to acquire a mean livelihood for himself and his family ; 
but meanness is no exception to the Almighty; tbe poor, if virtuoot, are 
as dear to heaven as the wealthy, the great, and the powerful : the beg^ 
car and the monarch are equally regarded by the great Parent of the ho* 
man race, with whom ihcre it no lespect of persons; and who is the rfr; 
warder of all that diligently seek him. 

■Hera we cannot help observing tbe wise and admirable methods made. 
use of by Divine Providence, in making choice of ?uch mean and unlikelj 
in&tramcnts in planting and propagating the Christian religion ia the 
world ; men who were destitute of cyery advantage of education, and 
brgugbt op to the mpanest employments, were chosen to confound th^ 
wis**, and overturn the learning of the prudent. Sisch were the person^ 
whom the Almig!ity sent to propagate the religion of his Son ; to silence 
the wise, the scribe, and the disputer of this world, and to make foolish 
the wisdom of the carlh : for though the Jews required a sign, and the 
Greeks sought after \vi>dom { thocgh the preaching of a crucified Saviour 
was a scandal to the iormr r, and foolishness to the learned latter ; yet bj 
this foolishness of preaching, God was pleased to save them that believed ; 
find, in the event, made it appear, that ** the fooHshness of God is wiser 
than men, end the weaf:nf!ss of God is stronger than men ;" that so the 
Yionour of all may abound to himself, *' no Hesh shall glory in his presence, 
but he that glprietb, shall glory in the ^ord,*^ to whom alone all honour 
IS do?. 

We are not told of ^hat spct St. Pelcr waa before he b'icame a follow* 
rr of the blessed Jesus ; bnt it is highly probab'e that he was a disciple of 
John l|ie Uaptist. We know that his brother Andrew v^^s a follower of 
that preacher of rppenlancc ; and il is very onlike'y that he, who was so 
ready to carry his brother the early tiding* of the Me?8iah, that the Son ot 
TlighLeonsness was already risen in these parts, should not be equally soliei- 
tioos to bring him under the diseij.'linc & iTiftoence of John the Ba^Mist, th^ 
day star uliirh appeared to usher in the rpp««U"ance pf the Spn pf 'Godt 
besides, Peter's great reavlineissand curiogiJy hI the first news of Ciirist's 
appearing, to ccnie to l.im and converge with him, thows that his expecta- 
tions h^id be«fn awakened, and some g!immerint{ rays of hope conveyed 
to him by the preaching and miniBlry of John, wuo was •* the voice of on* 
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0ey\tif; in the wilderness. Prepare ye the wejr of the J^rd, make hif ptti^l 
jitraijEht. 

Whether Peter was or was not a diiM:iple of John the Bafitist, he be* 
came acquainted wifch the iminacalate Liamb of God in the following man«* 
ner : Th<- blessed Jbsus having spent thirty years in the solitode of • 
p^vate life, had lately been baptided by John in Jordan, and there owned 
by the solemn attestation of heaven tp be the Son of God; whereupon b«l 
>vas iuiinudiatcl^ hurried into the wilderness, and there for forty days maiiH 
tained a personal contest with the Devil, but having conquered this great 
enemy of mankind, he returned to Bethabara beyond Jordan, where Job* 
vras baptizing his proselytes, and endeavouring to answer the Jews, who 
had sent a deputation to him to inquire concerning the new JMessiab that 
appeared among them. To satisfy these curious inquirers of Isreal, Job* 
faithfully relat^ every thing he knew concerning him, gave him the greats 
est character, and soon after pointed him out to his disciples ; upon which 
two of them presently followed the great Redeemer -or mankind; one of 
which was Andrew, Simon's brother. They came to Mm towards eve-' 
niog, and in all probability stayed with him the whole nighty during whieh 
time Andrew had an opportunity of informing himsctf^ and of satisiyinghia 
most aoxions scruples. 

. He did not long conceal the joyful discovery he bad ipade ; for earljp 
in the morning he hastened to acquaint his brother Simon th^t he had 
found the Messiah. It is not enough to be happy ulone ; religion is a comi 
inonicative principle, that like the circles in the water. Gehgo;^ to multi<* 
ply itself, and to diffuse if s influences all around, especially en ihose whom 
nature has traced nearest to us. *' 1 have" said he wiih rapturt: to hit 
brother, ^ found that eminent person so long and sig.naiiy foretold by the 
prophets, and whom gU the devout and pious amongst the sons ot Jacob le 
Earnestly expected to appear.'' 

' St. Peter, whel was one of those who wai'ed for Tpflemplion in Isr«g1, 
ravished with this joyful news, and )ii)paue;u. ofdcay. preiier.tiy followed 
bis brother to the place : aod on bis airival, our bie.sr-d Saviour inimedi* 
atejy gave him a proof of bis divinity, saUilkn^ hm\ ul first siglii by his name^ 
and kindred, and what title should soon be conierrcd on Lim by the auibor^ 
ity of his Master. 

Whether these two sons of Jonah constantly attended in porson from 
that time on the great Redeemer of mankind, and became his disciples, 
the sacred history does not mention. It is howfver prf^bable, that tiicy 
stayed with him sometime, till they were instructed in the first radimrnts 
of his doctrine, and then, by the leave of their great and benevolent Mas- 
ter, returned to their families and their callings ; for it is reasonable 
to suppose, that the blessed Jbsus was not- ai this time wilting to 
awaken the jealously of the rulers of Israel, and the suspicion., of the 
Romans, by a numerous retinue, and therefore dismissed his disciplea 
and amongst the rest Andrew and Peter, who returned to their trade of 
ilishing on the lake, where they were afterwards found by our blessed Re* 
deemer. 

Our Lord had now more than a year entered on bis public ministry, 
going into every part of the country, to seek opportunities of doing good to 
the children of men ; so that by the constancy of his preaching, and the 
reputation of his miracles, his fame was spread throughout all Judea, anS^ 
multitudes of people flocked tp him from all parts to hear his doctrine,- 
and be spectators of his mighty works. And sorely it is no wonder that the 
parched and barren earth thirsted for the kindly dews and showers of l:eaT<« 
en to refresh it. 

" ' In <>rder to avoid this prodigious throng of people, our great Redeemer 
often retired to some solitary place, to indulge the privacies of contemp'a- 
Hon :• in one oftbese retreats oa the banks of the sea of Galilee, tfaomaUU 
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IdiB fomd huB cmt, ^nd niii U Imiq Iran the cttj. Oar SafkNir, tlMrai» 
fore, to avoid the crowd, ftepped ioto a ffshiDg-boat which lay neir tte 
•bfira, and belonged Ui Simon retaf, who, together with hit Goai|i«iioii6 
^pere on f bore dry log their nets afler an ODMccesafnl night iptnt in toil no A 
labour. The Ueased Jiaua, who might have commanded, was ^leatea 
to entreat Peter, who now retnroed to hit boat, to Ihrnst ob a IHUe from 
Ike Und, that he aicht inttmet the people, who wnre gathered io prodt> 
giona crowds on the borders of the take to hear hin. 
. Sl Peter glad)y complied with the request of his Matter, who delivMtdi 
tit hevNNily doctrine to the people on the shore. As soon at he had end^ 
nd h!s disoooffse, he resolved to work a miracle, that the apeople might bn 
ttersnaJed that he was a '* teacher come from God ;'* accordingly ha or* 
dered Simon to row farther from the shore, and cast his net intn thn lea^ 
To which Siow>o answered, that they h<id laboored the whole preoading 
Bight, and bad taken nothing ; and if they could not then sncce^ thm 
Was litUe hopes of it aow, as the day w«s far less proper for fishing than 
Iho night : hot as his Master was piessed to command, be wookTretrd- 
ify obey ; and, accordingly, he let down his net, when to tho attonishr 
Bent both of him and his companions, so great a mnlfcitade of fishes 
were enclosed, that tbey were obliged to call their paftneia to th^ 
distance. 

: Amased at this miracalons draught offisbes, Simon Pater io an cxtaoy of 
odmiration. Mended with awe and humility, fell prostrate at bk Matter^ 
l«tii, acknowledged himseif a Tile and sinm! person, and thinking himidf 
Bowor hy of being admitted into ihe prosenut of a person so Immediate^ 
aeati'rom Gad : bat. the compassionate Son of the Most High kindJIy t» 
■lovcd his fears telling, him that this miracle was wronghl to confirm hip 
£ulb. and to indicate to him, that the Almighty had appointed a BKire nofali 
employment for him, that of saving the sools of the children of men.^ 
prom' this trcne Peter and his companions became the int efmia blo aodeoo* 
itant disciples of the great Messiah, living under tho rum of bit ioiliti^ 
lions and cJiscipline. 

. Our blessed Siviour returned soon after to Capemaam widi bit Aet- 
|Jes, where they fonnd the mother-in-law of Peter dangerously Ul of * fbr 
Ter : bat the compassionate Jesus, who never omitted an oppoctnoity of 
doing good to the ha man race, rebuked tb^ disease, and taking bar I9 thit 
band, rsstorad her in a moment to her former healtb ; demoostrafing ill 
once his power and willingness to reUeve and comfort the tout and dangl* 
4er« of sffliclion and sorrow. 

The adorable Kedeemcr, hating for tomn time entered on bio poMe 
ministry, thonght proper to eleet soma peonliar personi from amoogst Ul 
followers, 10 be constnnt witnesses of his m*:ractes and doctrinet, aiM wbb 
ofler his departare, might be intrusted with the eare of bollding bit cborch, 
nnd planting that religion in the world, for wliich be himself left ihe oa^ 
lions of heaven and put on the veil of rouriality. In order Io tbit, bo 
vilhdrew priTttely in the evening to a solitary mountain, where bo tpeni 
the n'ght in solemn addresses to his Almighty Father, forrendcrin| 
the ^im work he Was going toi undertake prei^roat and beneficial to 
flsantcind. 

The disciples cam? to him early the next mnming, onft of wheal hotoaA 
eboice o( tvetva to be bis apostles, and thec»a«tant atteadaott 00 bit Mh 
aon. These ha aflenvards invested with the pewer of working mireoMi 
end sent Ibem into d:ff;:rent parts of Jndaa, In oftter to carry on wHb men 
rapidity tbe gralt work which he hiibself bad 19 happily begun nmeng tbii 
people, 

The evangel ist9 m general^ In their mMriMation ofAe epoal]at» een* 



ttantly place Sr. Peter 61 st. Iftdced. tbe age and gravity of bit penoo^ 
i>getb^r viib bis \n:^ fi»:>t caUed to be an ipoiUf^ . ptrticiinrly qmKfi 
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il«,lbr tiiof fieflMeit of tlib ttensd eolhf e : b«l m ibM wol Wft^f^ 
llMfc 81. Bster Uttf iDreafcaii Willi toy penonol prarog»Uto ^/ko^e bit brttli-; 
«eo; oo«o«f tbem eror iatitaitt^d. toy laeti thing. ;mi(I [St. I^ tays.exn 
^veflaly* UmI iio himidf wm not infetm 4o ibdipoqp efaifffMl ^^eHle ( for }m 
m* KM emioeal te otefakwtft lium inoceM in hiji «|iiiif tiy. 

TImeleetloiilHii not I6i§ takm fboe^ when tbo bhawd Jooitj^ otteoji 
Odbgr P^Aor-onAiHelironQfl of Zebidoo* foUowod JncHu, roler of %k§ 
i^Mg^S^ ^ Ifo'hono^ in okde/ tO' reitote bi« diMgbter^ on only eltM 
vbo Niy'iit tfao point of dooib ; bnt tefero ihkk orriirti, m mesteoger «rt 
lived: «llb Me newt thottbodamfM)it«»do*d, and iberofore onneceMlnrt 
for oor Savionr to gifO bioraelf ooy fortber Irooble : bat mf Lord bid ttf 
vnfef.Mt-deMlr ; &r if-bo %e)iovaU Ut dooghtor ibould be reUoned to hef 
Ibrmerboirai: mod 4MctediB«l^, 00 bii airiT«I bo rook tbo mmd by t^f 
Imdv ontf-' wMi tbe power sf liit iiosd recoiled ber ilMtbM^ atiirit, wbidb b%i 

SikMl tooortMy Utbemulo, knd r Mored ber a|^ tomeoad beollb, % 
BiiraflOtieoofberoiteoBbadfirkndii ^ 

Ho f^nribor tfcooont of 9t« Peter, in porCicnIor. oodirt Ull the nigbt ofL« 
«0r Sovkrar^ ttifoedlontljr Ceding Abe nwllltode in tbo wildor nets, Jo# 
foo'hai ordoiOi bioditeipley ta lokeebip. end ptte ^ofer 4o tbe other fidn^ 
Wbtfe be toot tbe woltUiHio bwoy ; bnfc m violent ttotfti oriting, they weft 
In <reot longer of tbeir :1ivet, vhon their great Moaler canM to tbe% 
voHKing 00 4be lorfbee of the boifltoroos billowe, with ibe. tome eote at iM| 
Imd boon diy ground. At- bit approaeh, iheditei|ilet were grieotly tcrrifiod^ 
•np^thig tb^ bad eeeo a tpnit : but their conpatttonate Matter toor 
ditpellod their feart, by telling them that it wat he himteU; ond therefot# 
ibey bad no retfon to be torrlied. 

■A. Plater, Vboomt alwoyi remarkaUe fdr bold retolotiont and precipR^ 
Mo meal) detirod bit Matter to giw^ Inm leave to come to hia on the vm 
ler^ and on obtafoiog permittien, be left tbe tbip^ and walked on tbe fkm 
to MOefc bit ilorioar ; W wbon bo beard tbe deep roar about blai, and 
IbO'Wftivt ioereate, ho began to be afraid ; and at bit fattb declined too 
body took into tbe water ; to that in Ibe greatett agony, he eaUed fbo 
OMttooeeto bioi who wotoble to tnvo : nor wot bkcry in v«n ; tbe com« 
pottiooato Savioorof nioBUodiltrdtdbedOat hia hood, end aaaio placed 
Mm 00 tbe torfoce of the watier, with tfait geotle repnoof, •« O tboo of lilU* 
ilHh, iwborefocodidtt thou donfai P" And^no tootier #at tbo blettel JfetoA 
ond bit diecipk eirtoaod into the aibip, Ibad the winda ccated, the wov^O 
arftoided, and -the .thip waa at.tlM .land wbitbiBr tbcy wore going. A 
miracle of thit kind could not fidi of ottonltUag tbe ditciplet^ an A 
#on¥lncfog tbem of tbo divkrilyof bit peeton ;- acoov^nghr, they df*w^ 
near, and woriUpped bi» otithi&it oonfetMbo, «^ of o truth ihou ort tb9 
•on of God," 

<^ar Uottad Savtoor, ibo]ieiitda3% entered the. aynagogoo of €apeiDa« 
wo ; ^ood firomibo mkado of tbe loartrot took occaeion to diteoorte coo^ 
cerning himtelf, at the true auuma, oOd the '^ bread wbieb came dowH 
irom'beaoen: opeoiog tbthem tiie.tnore tnbiimo otid tpirited toyateclct* 
oodliio neeoftaryood imporluit dotfet of tbegoepel. On wbicK |rea't 
part Of the ftudieaoo, who expected be woe soiog to orecl temporal 
iciogdom, and re ettabiith tihe tfaione of David io .krataleni, ofltiided at 
biia tepfotootiog bit dominfont at entirely tpiritnal, deported froiO faim^ 
ood oano 00 more to hear bit ditoourtet. Jnoua, on beholding thit defee^ 
II0O9 turned bAmtelf towardt hit ditciplea, and atked tbom whether tbeO 
olto would go owoy P T4» irbiob Peleff r^>Ked, ^ Loid whither ^nOI wi 
fp^ tboatbottiba wordtof'Olordaliilb:" thy dootrtne alone ean iTittrUdl 
ot in tbo patbt that lead Io bappinett ; and thou mt the true Mei^ 
jiob, tbo greoiprephet eo folly foretold and to loogoypeeted Iqr o«^ 
Ootioo. , it 

... 4Mut boloji ^Wmg io boor what ooconnt bit diteiploa would gtwi bim <t 
Ibe rariout opioioot of the people, aiked them» what tbo worldjeli oo O rQOf t uii> 



Ibg him? To khicb ttiej replied, thai some took him for John tbe Sfeplili 
risen from the dead ; lome tboa^ht him to be Bliaa. and oUwn JeremiAh^ 
•r one of the okL prop^eti. This account not aaUtfjioflf onr blaated 9i^ 
▼four, be told them that it #at no wonder that the poopl^ wbo hid leidofli 
aeen him thoald form Varioas con eeturefl ooneeming him and the doctrioQ 
be preached ; bat at tb«f bad been oonftantlj with him, heard bit «ariaona» 
tnd been speetatort of nit miraclea, it wat natural to think they misbll 
Ibrra a traer Men of Mdf ; nnd therefore, atked them what they thomieiffes 
tboa|rhtof faim? To which Peter in the name of the reit^ antvene4r 
« Thoo art Christ, Sdn of the Uving God,** anoiiftod and tet ipaciij tki 
Most High, to be the great Kinp, PHett, and prophet of IireaL / ... , 

This fall and eomprebensive declaratioo of Peter, tatisfied the imiij 
if our great Redeemer, who answered, «' Blessed art tboo, Sl/Bgn 1^ 
Jonah; for flesh and blood bath not revealed it nnto thee, bat mj.Jf^itff 
which is in heaven :" that is, this faith which thoa bast now eonfcfm^ if 
not human, or buiU upon the testimony of man, bot open tbose endepca 
md pri'ncrptet which I was sent from God to rereal onto the fporld ana 
those great and solemn attestations be hath given from heaven to the tnit|^ 
b^th of my |ierson and doctrine : therefore, ^ I say mito tbeep . Upfc tbOB 
art Peter, and opon this rdck 1 will build my chnrch, and the gatea of beu 
•hall not prevail against il." As thy name signifies a rock« .so ahaltjbog 
|>rovefirm, aoltd, and immovable, in bnilding my cborch, which ahdl.bo 
#0 firmly establbhed by thy care and diligence In that faitb thoo bast nttjm 
professed, that all the asanlts of men and devils shall not be able to de^foyi 
by their ntmost efforts. j 

At this time the disciples had no idea that their mattar wat to inQiBt 
death for the sint of the world ; on the contrary, tbey oontidered bin 
immortal, bavini^ imbibed the opinion of the Sbribet . and Pharkeea^ 
*^ That Christ aUideth forever :" so that when the blessed Jsans told them 
of the snffeHn^d he most undergo at Jerusalem, what aflfronta and Jodifr 
nities he must solTer, and be at last pat to death with all the eflkott of tor^ 
tnrc and disgrace, by a sentence of the JeiVisb Sanhedrim, St. Peter whd( 
eouid net endure the tbooght of his Master's soifitfing even the least pmoishs 
ment, much less those crnelties which he had mentioned, and at last de«l)| 
itself, interrupted him very unseasonably, and said, '< Be it far frooa \ka$i 
Lord ; this shall not be rnito thee." He considered these sufferinga iqcpfc 
•istent with the character of the great Messiah, wbooft he expeoted wonif 
restore the splendour of the throne of David his /ather. and redoqa dU the 
kingdoms of the earth to his obedience. .,« 

Our blessed Saviour, who came down from heaven to give hit lifis t 
ransom for the sins of the world, and wbo valued the redemptioQ of nan- 
kind infinitely more than his own ease and safety, highly resented thw 
tpeech, of St. Peter, and aoBordingly returned thit sharp reproof *i. Get 
Ihee behind me, Satan ; thou art an offence lo ne ; thou savowcest vk 
the things of. God, but those that be of men." • ;f • • •.' 

After these transactions, the great Rodeemer of the sons of meD,:baiiig 
about to receive a specimen-of his future {glorification, took with him th&M 
of the most intimate of his apostles, Peter and the two sons of Zdbedaef 
and went up into a very high mountain, and while they were emplo|!M.>V 
farnest addresses to the Almighty, be was transfigured before tbeaaM-jqlpb 
lustre beaming from his face^ as exceeded the bngbtness of the UMid^lr 
•un ; &, sucb rays Of light issued from his garmen^r, as exceeded the. lig|4.fltf 
the clearest day ;.iin evident and sensible representation of that slaU^^^ivbn 
r the just shall wdlk in white robes, and shino m the aun in ibf^ kMCdf>n^ 




iarly converginir vviih hi*n. and di^'coursinu of the death and sufferings 
wae shortly to uud(irgo, uiid his a?cen«4(m to k\m liC&Yuoly regiooa ^tttfi^ 
aiiSji anJ giory. . • .. .... 
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, 'life. Ptter and thd two apotUes were id (he.iMUi time fallen ailctp, be^ 
Tlig ohlier wearjf for want of naloral rai^ ; ok'» overpowered with these ex* • 
Qraofdinarj appearances, . which the frailty and wwoeta of their natur« 
eoaU np6t sap|rarl» w«re fallen into m tranoe : bat on their awaking, wer« 
itrangely rarfMlfeed to tee their Lord solrroanded with to much glory, and 
those two great pertOns eonrerting with bim. They however rettiained 
silent till those visitanta from the courts of heaven were going to depart, 
when Peter, in a rapture and ecstacy of mind, addressed himself to hia 
Master, declaring their infinite pleasure and delight in being favoored 
with this glorious spectaele ^ and desired his leave to oroct three tabema- 
cieft» otie fbr him, one for Moses^ and one forBlias; but while he waa 
ipealiing, a bright cloud suddenly overshaded those two gnat prophetic 
«nd a votcecamiB from it» uttering these remarkable words, '* Tnis is my 
Moved Son, in whom I am well pleased ; bear yo him." On which th« 
apostles were seised with the utmost consternatioo, and fell upon their fa*- 
ees to the ground ; but Jssut touching them, bid them dismiss their feara 
and look op with confidence. They immediately obeyed, but saw thehr 
MMer only ; the others having vanished together with the cloud of light- 
Ibey had lately beheld. 

This heavenly scene being ended, our blessed Savionr travelled through 
Galilee with his apostles, and at his return to Capernaum, the tax-gatherers 
came to Peter, and asked him, whether his Master was not obliged to pay 
tribute? To which Peter readily declared he dkl. On his entering Uui 
honse to give his Master an account of this demand, Jksus prevented 
him by asking, ** What thiokest thoo^ Simon ^ Of whom do the kings of 
the earth take tribute? of their own children, or of strangers ?" To which 
Peter answered^ not from their servants and family, but from strangers. 
^ Tben/^ replied our Lord, '* are the children free.'' 1 myself as being 
tiie Son of God, and you as my servants, afe free from this tax yearly 
paid to God, ilbr repairing his temple at Jerusalem. But rlither than 
give offence, by seeming to despise the house of God, and undervalne that 
authority which had settled this tribute, he determined to pay it, Ihougb 
at the expence of a miracle. Accordiosly, he ordered Peter to repair ta 
the sea with a hook, and take the Jirst fish that offered, in whose mouth 
be ihoold find a piece of money. The disciple obeyed, and found the mo» 
D^ as hia Master bad foretold^ and gave to the gatherers of the tribute for 
bis Master and himself, as their proportion of it. 

Our blessed Savionr having entered the city of Jerusalem In triumph, 
lie repaired to Bethany ; from whence he sent two of his disciples,Pcter & 
JFohn, to make preparation for his celebratingthe passover before his death. 

Preparation being made, the great Redeemer and his apostles entered 
the boose, and set down at the table. But their great Master, who ofren 
taught tbem by example at well as precept, arose from^ bis seat, laid asid^ 
his upper garment, took « towel, and pouring water into a bason, begaa 
to wash his disciples feet, to teach them humility and charity by bis own 
example. But on his coming to Peter* he would by no means admit hia 
Master to perform so mean and condescending an office. What ! tho 
Son of God stoop to wash the feet of sinful mortals ! A thought which 
shocked the apostle, vrho strenuously declared, ** Thou shalt never wasb 
ny feet.*' Bui the blessed issue told him, that if ho washed him not, 
1m eoold have no part with hhn ; meaning that this action was mystk^l, 
end signified the remission of sins, and the purifying virtue of the spirit of 
the Most Higfa« to be poured upon all the Chritians. This answer soffi- 
efently lemo^the scruples of P^ter, who cried oot, ** Lord not my fee| 
only* but also my hands and by head.'' 

The dear Redeemer now began the institution of his supper, that 
Itreat and solemn institution, whksh he resolved to leave behinid him, to 
be eoeitiBtly eeltlNrikted in Us chaccb; «• % nl^dlnft mwUkWS 9^ 9^f^^ 
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rTtl oThit love In dyiri? fbr ratobind telling fbrai tt the *ate liitfi^ WM 
he himself wu now ^oing to lesve thenr, end that wheKher ffeeweit^ tbef 
conld not come. F^ter, now well understanding whet he ARiMf iiheir 
Mm whether be was gUing'? To whieb onr Messed Lord replied^ Ihtftliw 
was going to that plare, whether he coold not now, bet sheM femnft e f 
fhllow htm ; intimating the martyrdom he was tasoffn- for Mft JNtMir*i' 
lellglon. Peter answered, that he was readj to fallow him, ev^ if itfii*» 

Srired him to lay down hir life. This confident presemptioo wtf net- ilr 
^ I agreeable to the blessed Jesus, who told bim be h4d prooriaed glndl 
things bat wooTd be so fsr from^ performing them, that belbfe the oodir 
crew twice, that ii befbre three in the merning, he woold deny hit Maitar 
ihrice. 

Having now ended sopper, they song anfaymn, and departed- Id Ihp 
Mount of Olives ; where Jesus a^in pot them in mind bow gfeetlytfatf 
things he was going to suffer would offend tfiera. To which Ffetei Hi|iliai^' 
tliat *' thoogh an men shall be offended becaase of Ibee, yet will f aCfir 
be offended.'* 

After this they repaired to the garden of Crethsemane ; and hm^wg IW 
rest of the apostles near the entrance, oar blessed Savienr, taking vrttlK 
ftim Peter, James, and Juhn, retired into the more sotllaiy jterts of Ibn 
garden, to enter on the preparatory scene of -the great tragedy that Wtf# 
■ow nigh at hand. 

The bleslied Jesus tft this awful janctvre laboored onder the bilteit# 
agony that ever hnman natm« suffered, during which he pt«yed wlllf 
the ulnkost fervency to his Almighty Father, *' offering epprayeriMif 
supplications, with stron* crytngs and tears ; and his sweat Was as it wefH 
Rreat drops of blodd falling down to the gromid." While eiti^gret^Rtfii 
oeemer was thns interceding with the Almighty, his three disciples wMT 
fallen asleep, thoogh he had made three several visits to them ; mifdrcall^ 
Ing to Peler, asked biro, if he could not watch one boor with bhn'P wi¥ 
vising them all to wfttch and pray, that they might not enter into ItMplB*- 
^on, 'adding ** The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.-^ 

During onr Lotd*s conversation witb them, a band of soldiers fhim'tbt 
^hief priest, and elders, preceded by the traitor Jadfts to condoet «id di- 
rect them, rushed into the garden, and seized the great High PftieU •! 
our profession. Peter, whose ungovernable zeal Wonld admit of MiWi 
airatnti drew his sword, and 'Without the least order fro» his Mcsles^ 
struck at one of thf* persons who seemed to be remarkably bis^ in bNliHis 
Jesus, and cut offbis right ear. This wild and ' onwammtable i Md ' m i 
very offensive to his Master, who rebuked Peter, and entreated tlM phtlMtb 
•f the soldiers, while he healed ihe wound by a miracle. 

The fidelity of the apostle?, which' they had nrged with scmiMieDiii 
dence, was now put to the tHal. They saw thehr Mftster in thw IMdtf<ef 
n rude and Inconsiderate band of men ; and therefore sboald 'havife^ailvNi 
their power to release him, or at least have been the eompstHofttidf Ml 
sufferings, and endeavoured, by every kind and endearing actfon^ t«1lave 
>ssened his grief. But, alas I instead of assisting or coiilfoi^Dg fb^ 
jfltiiter, they all forsook him and ffed^from innocence in distress; 

Hereupon the soldiers who had bound Jesus led hirii ftway, eetf dfcH »t»' 
ed bim to the chief priests and elders, who cftrrMMm- fromr one t f ltiU ia i 
to another ; first to Annas, and then to Caiaphas, whM« the'J«Wifh*'^9Mliih 
drim were assembled, in order to try and condemn bim to deathi 

Peter, who in the mean time had followed the othftf dSseipler-ltf tMr 
flight, recovered bis spirits, and being encouraged by his cdciiMiMr^ 
John, returned to seek his Master ; and seeing them leading Mltf4o^ tbb 
high priest's hall followed at a dIbUnce, to know the event: bdt eb^bis 
coming to the door he was refused admittAkice, tin one of hh disMMb 
probably St. JqIioi whe wu ficqaaloted therei cmeoqi^ aad.pteniMbtr 



f)m rnmunt who k%pt the door to let hm ui» Peter beui^ admitted, cepeired 

%0<kB fire beraiog io Ums middle of ibe hall, roand wbieb the officert end 

tierveoU weie tUndlng : erb^re being observed by ibe maid servant wbo 

let Mm in, .the cbarged Urn witb being one of CH&iaT's diiciples ; bfit 

JPater pabficlj deaied the obaige, deelaring that he did not know biniy 

Md prof^itljf withdrew into -the poreh, where he heard the cock crow : an 

Jntimatioa seemfaigly taficient to have awakened hit coo science into a 

.^ick tenie of hia doty, and the promiae be had a few hours before madn 

Jo his Alaster. Bat, alas! human natore when left to iUelf, is remarkabjy 

j&^i aod inconstant. This Peter safficieoUy experienced; for while he 

coptiDaed in the porch, another maid met bim, and charged him with be* 

jng one of ibe followers of Jfavs of Nasaretb ; which Peter stiffly deni- 

^idf and, the better to gain belief ottered an oath, to confirm his assertion. 

Nearly an hoar after this, the servant of the high priest (he, whose ej^r 

£etef had cut off) charged bim with being a discipie of Christ, and tb^t 
e biiii«elf had seen bim in the garden witb bim ; adding, thft his ve^ 
epeecli proved bim to be a Galilean. Peter, however, still denied the fact ; 
^4md to add the highest accomplishment to his sins, ratified it, not only by 
ffin oath, bat a solemn corse and execration, that be was not the person^ 
Jtiat be knew not the man. Bat no sooner had be uttered this denial, 
fiwn the cock crew. M which bis Master turned aboat, and earoestlj 
Jooked upon him : a look that pierced him to the heart, and brought to la^t 
Remembrance what liis Savioar more than ooee foretold| that he woold, 
Jhaieiy and shamefaHy deny bim. Peter was now no longer able to con- 
,i^n his. sorrow ; be flew fro^ the palace of the high priest, and wept bit« 
terly, passionately bewailing his fiiily, and the aggravations of his sin ; eu- 
jdeavoyring thereby to make some reparation for Ms apostacyf, recover the 
C|,voar of heaven, and prevent the execution of -divine jostice, by takin|^a 
. severe .revenge upon himielf for hit crime. 

St. Peter*s£ill ^oald rnmjnrn us of the miserable frailty even of the 
JKMt of man, and effectoailyanbdae those vain coafidencea which are apt 
to rise in our hearts from our own supposed strength and vir^ne ; for %i 
Ibis great disciple fell in so scandalous a manner, . who shall hereafter care 
'Io depend upon the highest degree of knowledge, when one so wis«, so 
•^l^fectly- satisfied of the truth of the Christian doctriae,was after the fnllest 
ifionvictions of his own coascienecs, so weak and frail as to deny and alynre 
Ai^ |i4>rd :Whe instructed and bought him, even at the price of his own 
\Aood ? Who shall presume upon his best resolutions, .when he who de- 
«cUred -ao firm a purpose of adhering to Jisaus,^ did within a few boors pe- 
remptorily and solemnly disown that very person for whose take he w^ 
lajl^jy ready and disposed to lay down his life. 

From this example, we shoaUl also remember the wisdom and goodness 
ot the Almighty, in cansing the faults and infirmities of his saints to be 
recoodedin Ue Holy fikriptures, and the use we ought to 9take of their 
filings and temptaUons. 

Their eminent virtues, and their as eminent repentance where they did 
.}%mi8S^ fi^ written as a seasonable warning, and exhibit an instance ojf bn- 
jBoiliation to all fotnre ages ; by letting us see, that the most perfect are 
f bat men« sulject to blenaishes and imperfections : and that the highest and 
rpureat Jtate is no security from danger. This shoold make us very ten- 
der how we judge and despise our brethren ; whose faults, however severely 
we may censure them, aught probablv have been our own, had we baen 
in their mrcumstances and lurronnded with their temptations : for *Met 
bim that tbinketh be standelh, take heed lest he fall.^ We should not 
Iheapronnse ourselves safety and freedom from temptations in anv drenm- 
ifcance in life ; or so far presume on our own virtues, as to think we are 
Incapabte of committing the blackest crimes^ should the Ahaightj with- 
• fiifm hif .giacOf andteaTc as to oarielTea* 



MB L1PB OP nSVB CHRIST, mi ktt APOSTLBS, ««^ 

We bsfv ao ftceoimt wbdWr 8t Pder, Bftcr i\e taiimi of Ui HiwtyHi 
relrrpd Mto wme solitary p'»cce to fire vent to bis grief and indal^i U» 
tnn: or rhelfarr be folU»wed hit Saviour throogb the seTeml itagesof 
Im cral. and pvnonallj attended as a raoorner at the faoe^al of Ui miter* - 
fiot however tbat be, be rtaid at Jeratatem, or, at least, in tbe ucigbb ow » 
hood, and prob&bhr with St. John ; for when Marf Magdalene l e liroe^ 
from tbe wputcbre'. to inform the disci plet that Ibe stooe wat rolled awaj 
from tbe door, aed the body not to be foond, Peter and John tetogtWiBrf 
diatetj towards I he garden. John who wis tbe yonnger arrived fini at tto 
fcpglchre. looked rnto it, bat did not enter, cither out of leaTf or « revar- 
enee to fc>i Savioor. 

iVter. whose zeal was greatly increased, cane loon after, and ceiohitoly 
went irto the tefnilchre where be foond the linen clothca lying together H^ 
OTfo p^ace. tbe nspkin tbtl wai atMint bis head wrapped together in anotfi- 
er : a sofficfent inciiration that tbe body was not stolen away : for bad tbajl 
bran the case, so rsuchcire and order wooU not bare been observed fa 
disporng of the linea c!othes. But he did not wait long in mspence witl| 
regard to h;s great Lord and Master : for the sam* day. and probalrfj about 
roon. Jesus appeared to him ; perinps in con^piissi'on to his sorrow. In 
whieh he was overwheimed for ors fate thamefui denia! oi his Mavter.— 
And a? he was the first of the disciples who had made a signal contessioii 
of tbe divinity of Ibe Messiah, so it was reasonable he sbcmid first see biiii 
mHer his resnrrection : and. at the same lime, to convtoce him that tim 
crime he had been goiUy of in denying him was pardoned, and that be wat 
come, lifce the good Samaritan, to pour ml into his wounded con'scieiioe^ 
and administer corofoK to his afflicted sool. 

Thn apostles soon aAer prepared to ob^f tbe comnmnd of their "great 
IVssler, of rptlrin? into Galilee ; and we find that Peter, Nathaniel, 
two ions of Zebedee, and two other disciples, returned to their ol4 
trade of nching on the lake. One morningltariy, as they were btbouriuK 
at their employment, having spent tbe whole night to no purpose, thaj 
saw on the shore a grave person (perhaps in the habit of a IravellM') wbil 
^He^ to, and asked if they had any meat ? To which they answered, Ko. 
Cast th<>n, replied he, the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall 
iirid. They followed his directions, and enclosed a prodigious nvmber of 
large fish. A^tonivhed at soch remarkable success, tbe discipla lookofl 
one Dpon another for some time, till St. John, told Peter, that the person 
on the shore was doubtless their great Lord and Master, whom the winds^ 
the sea, and the inhabitants of the watery reeion were so readj to yieH 
obe<]ience to, 

St, Peter no sooner beard the beloved ditcipio declare his opinion, co»- 
cerning the stranger, than his seal took fire, and, notwithstandmg tiiu 
coldness of lh» season, ^irt on his fisher's coat, threw himself into tbe saiy 
and swam to shore ; hit impatience to t)e with his dear Lord and Master, 
not suffering him to stay the few minutes n^essary to bring the ship new 
the shore. 

As soon as the disciples came on land, they foond a fire TcindM, and 
fish laid npon it, either immediately created by the power of their divlqe 
Blaster, or that came ashore of it^s cirn accord, and offered itseir to Ms 
hands : bat notarithstandin^^th-re were fish already on the fire, he ordersd' 
them to hrinj; of those they hud now caught, and clress ihem for their rtl- 
past, he himself eatin!^ with them ; both to give them an instance of mv- 
tual love and friend»hi(i. und a?so to aspor'* them of the truth of his lioimiB 
Datare. since he was risen from the dead, as they now beheld. 

The repMst beini^ ended, our blessed (iavionr addressed himself pertiev- 
larly to St. Fet*T, nrj^ing him to the utmost diligertce in the care of souls; 
and because he kn^w that nothin«;huta sincere love to himself could sup- 
port him undiT (he troublrs and dangers of so laborious and ^ifficvlt n' 



t un pto ym e u t, fie ifiqirfred 6f ipm whether he toted hhn mne tSnin the 1«ii| 
pTtke •{Jofftles ; mildly reprorifi| him for hit avw-eoDfident retoTatkMi^ ■ 
IVtBT whom fiitel experience had taofllit hamUlif, iQodettiy enaweredd 
that iio>ne knew ao well as himaelf the integrity of bk afleeliofls ; thoi| 
Icntfweat ^e hearta of all men, nothing ia hid from thee, end therefore thott 
(cBoweittfaat r lore thee. TheqoettiOD wm three aevenl tiroes repeated 
fej oor hieased Saviour, and as many times answered by the apostle ^ H' 
^m% bnt jnst that he, who hy a thf enfold denial, bad given to much reaso* 
io qaeatioirbia affection, abbald now by a threefold fsohfcsfteo, give mor* 
fhan common assurance for hia sincere love for bis Master; and to eadi ff 
these confossions, oar great Redeemer added this signal trial of Ua i^ectioojt 
^* Feed my abeep.** 

Onr dear Lord having thos engaged Peter to a oheerfal compHanee wUli 
the dangers that might attend the discharge of his office, particularly Inti^ 
nated to him the fiste tliat wonld attend him ; tellins him, that when bt 
was yonng, he girt himself, lived at bis pleasure, and went wherever bit 
fancy directed him ; bnt when be ahoold reach the term of^id age, fa^ 
ahonid stretch forth h'* haada, and another aboidd gird and hind him^ 
pnd lead him whither he had no deaire to go ; intimating, aa the evangel- 
ists tell ns, by what death he would gbrify God, and seal the tnpth wJHi 
his Mood. 

St. Peter waa not averse to drinking the bitter copi and making his con« 
Cession as public as his denial, that he might therefore tertify the sinceritjl 
<^ his sorrow and contrition for his great offence. And seeing- John foK 
lowing, he asked his great Master what should be his fate, and whether 
lie, who bad been the object of his Master's h>ve In his life timej should naU 
liave as honourable a death as he that denied himP To whieh- JasDa ra» 

eiedfitdeth not concern thee how I shall dispose of eventa with regaA'' 
him ; he shall see the destruction of the Jewish natioBy and then g» 
down in peace to the chamber^ of the dust. 

Our blessed Saviour soon after appeared to his diciplea al Jemsalem, and 
took his last farewell of them, who had constantly attended him during 
his ppUic ministry amongst the sons of men. He now led them out as fe 
as' Betbany ; a aihall village on mount Olivet, where he briefly told them ; 
that they were the persons he had chosen to be the witnesses both tp fala 
death and resnnection ; a testimony which they sliould publish in eveiy 
part of the world : in order to which be would after hia ascension to heav^ ■ 
en, pour out his spirit upon them in an extraordinary manner, that they 
jnight be the better enabled to struggle with that violent rage and fmf 
with which the doctrine of the gospel would be opposed by men and dbf 
vils ; adding, that in the mean time tbey should return to Jeros«lem, and 
there waK tiH those miraeuloaa powers were gweo from on high. Tfali 
diaeourae being finished, be laid hands upon them, find gave them his ao« 
lemn Imedtetibn ; during which he Was tisken ffom them, and received op 
unto the regions of the heavenly Canaan, 

Oar glorious Redeemer having left this vale of misery and ascended 
into the blissful habitations of immortality, the apostles began to act In 
conformity to the power and eommisiion tbey hacl received from him.— 
The first object that engaged their attention alter tbeir return to Jerusalem', 
waato^U up the vacancy in fheir college, lately made by the unhappy 
fall and apostaey of Jod^s. In order to this they called together lim 
church, and entered into an upper room, when Peter, at president of tba 
'assembly, proposed to them tlis choice of a new apostle. He pot tbeol 
in mind that Judas, one of the disciples of their great and beloved Maater, 
being betrayed by his covetions and insatiable temper, had lately foilen 
from the honour of hia place and his ministry ; that thia- was no tnorv 
than what the prophets bad long since foretold should come to paaa ; amf 
f bat the c^ 91 tl;ie ehnreb which had been committid to hlpn^ abonkl da? 
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Vttlvt apwuntUMr ; dnt th»r»fart it WMbigiilf oaoefwrf tbit $M^mm 
aaa w4w bad been fiuwliaffij eoQferunt with Um bletied Jsvoe, from if# 
to iMty end coQiei|aeiitlj, e oonpeteot witotu both of hi« doelriDa i^ 
0Uffacle«, bit deelb* reurraetieo. and alceniioQt sboald be tabtyMite4 19 
hif room* end appointed to that high oftce. In order to which* tii9..c«ldj^ 
liatet were |Nropoied» Joseph, called Bar«abas^and MatUuaSv both HllllifiM 
$PT the grfoaaad iHporfcaBt oflice of the apostleiHip ; and haviii|^ mj<9# 
Ibat the Divine Providence woald immediately guide and direct ^knttmiem^ 
4hey ca«t )ati« and the lot fell upon Matthias who vat aooocdiii^,^ 
mitted into ihe nsmber of the twelve apostles of oar Loid. 

This vacancy being filled up io the apostolip college, tbef jpept th^ 
time in prayer and meditation, till the feast of Pentecost ; wfieo thp wn^ 
oise of iheir great MiMer io sending ihe Holy Ghoft itm fiWiW* : The 
IShrislian assembly were met as uswl, to perform the paUio jeriace 4|f timf 
erorship when soddenly a sound, like that of a nughty wind* nifhi^ Uk^g* 
4Dn them, representing {he {wwerCal elfiefcy of that Divine Spiiitt which wii 
•ow to be coraoMinicated to them ; aftpr which there appenrnd wuB.flwnef 
pi Are, whieh« in the shape of cloven toegiu^ descended fodlAl upon th^ 
jMad of each of them, to denote that thair eojoymeot of thia gpft ahfiiiM hp 
miDstant and pecpatoal, and not like the prophets of old, wfce wen iA»nrejl 
only at some particular timed and seasons : open which they mvfp all fiW 
Jed with the Hp)y Ghost* which, in«n iasUnt, enabled Ijbem to M^iak £vh 
^otly several Ungnaa^ they had ne? er leara^ and probably 9ef9r. beaid 
Jiill this time. 

At this avrprisiog transactioo had difiereat effects on the mioda.of .m 
nudieoce, ^me coQsiderii^ it u the effect of a miracle, and others Io \A.^. 
Mwcr and atreogihcf new wine ; the ofiostlea thereiipoii all stood t^^vim . 
^eker, in tl^ name of the rest, ondertook to confute this iiyitrioBa Gii)i|a|r 
.iiy : he told them that this seandaloua slander proceeded Gram a fpiijt $f 
malice and falsehood ; that their censore was aa oopharitablo At it waa mh 
•jnit ; that it waa early in the mar ningt and tberefore, not a lime for driok- 
4ng, especially on a day set apart for devoUoo ; thet these oxtn^AidaMlf 
'^^ed miracaiouB effects were but the accomplisment of an ancient ni)p|ia%» 
cf , which the Almighty had expressly declared ihoold be ColfiUqd .in U|p 
itin^ea of tlie Messiah ; that Jksus oj Nazareth had evidently profiod hjo^ 
eel f to be that great prophet, the Son of the Most High, by meey nnqoe^ 
tenable miraclea, of which they themselves had been ey-witneasoa ; end 
4bongh, by the permission of Omnipoteace who bad determined .^ tUf 
jaeans to bring about the redemption of ma,9kind, they had wipkfid^ cffi^ 
4uied and slain him, yet iiod had rused him from the dead. 

Though this was the first speech St. Peter ever made in pobUciiit dofB^* 
.j^ effected the aedience, and every word, like a dagger pierced .l|^em Je 
the heart ; so that they cried out, '' Men and Brethren, what sihell we de 2^ 
/To which i^Bter answered, **• The only way to expiate your geiU, .andlep- 
ftain pardon for the many sins you have commiited, and aeqatce ike ,|^l||ji 
of the lioly Ghost, is to repent sincerely, and to be baptised inte the tell- 
^ion of this crucified S^aviour.^ 

A short time after this wonderfol converaatiofla Peter and Johp goiM ejp 
Io the temple abeiit lhi$ee in the aHeraooxi, near the concLusion joi onpoTiyi # 
joftemn boora ef prayer, they saw a poor impotent cripple near ieetf ijaf^ 
^af age, who had been lame from his birth, lyipg at the baan^ifnl galn-otflM 
temple, and asking alms of those who eateied tbe sacred edi£pe« , XUl 
asiserable object moved their compassion ; and Peter beholding iiini. wim 
ettention, said, *' The riches of this world, tbe silver and gold jo^Ajj^^ 
coveted by the sons of men, are not in my power to bestow ; but I niiafl^f 
the power of restoring life and health, and am ready to assist Ihea-^nTh^ 
taking the man by the hand, commanded him in tbe nameef Jseueef 
JBfazaretb to riae up and walk. lnuaediatel|' Hbe eecvet end tu^w§i mm 



4 iik ig<( l /ttd the fowenrt pvU of the ditatted aettb«M fmkraM iMr 
BAliffil trsntaetioM < upon whieh the man McempMM tbeor uil» timi 
USmflle, iMilkiDf t I^Ppwg* ^"^ ^raSting Ciod for bit^cvre. 

Aivevcnl w tCrange and aactraofdinary, £Nad' the minda of the people 
iMk admiraHon, and Ibeir eoriotitjr draw thin' roand the apestlet to vie«# 
tini vANni #lK>'hHd ptfrfbrmed it. Peter, aeeiog the nualtitode gaiberin# 
Mmd-tben toot the ojiportnnit? of fpeakm^ to them in the folTowIng 
MmMr : ** Men and brethren, Ihia remarkable evite should not c^lte jfooa 
•dmirelioB of iH^ at if we had perforated it by oar own\ power ^ it wa# 
i^rotigbt in the name of laavs of Nasaretb, our emdfied Master, by tlui 
|fbii«r of that very Gn mar V that- holy and jaat Perioo, whom yon your- 
¥b¥m dtoied, and delivered toPllale, nay, and preforred a marderer befor# 
IMih^ When the gofemor wts deaiifeiii of letlanf Urn go : bat though yam 
1it<^ pot him Co diNUhy yet we- are Witneties that be bath lait^d him' agaiii 
from the dead, and that he is ascended into heaven, where he will remalar 
llfl the" great tfnd tremendont day ef gtoeral restitation.'* 

Wtiite Paler was speakia^.lo the' f^plein one part of the temple, Johi» 
INs; in all oroblbbiKVy, doing the same in the othatf : and the saeeeis plain-* 
l¥ indfcited- bOfT powerftiUy the preaching of the srpostlea was ; five tho«* 
jah^ nevsona embraefng the doetriae of the gospel,' and aoknowiedgiag th« 
ei^Bcmed Jtava for their Lord and Redeemei'. 

The attention and envy of the mlers of Israel eoold not fail of beiiig ex* 
cIM iiaileh anMBlng soecess fh>m the prsachmg of the apostles ; accord* 
ilkgly,the priests and Saddaceesrepaired to the Roman magistrate, andiiH 
-timaVletf to hlilH thai, in ail probkhilityy this eonoenrse of people wonid 
frb^e tbtf dUMMf ^ a tumult and insurrection. Upon this information, th« 
4U^fM& i^lWld'dn the aposlie^ arid cast thorn into priioA. The next d^ 
ttt&f #et« earrted before the Jewish Sanhedrim : and being asked IM 
iirbat poWei" timF anthority they bid done thisr Peter, boldlir %liswere4 
* Beit l&loiHi Ofittt yen and to aU the descendants of JaeOb, that this a^ 
iMif whs wrongbt wholly in the name of Jesus of Naaareth, whom y« 
ytmrMhrea ha^'oraeified and slain^ and whota the Almighty hath raised 
again from the dead. This is the stone whicb^ yon bnilders refosed, and 
fnil<^ libeeomiB the bsiid of th« (jomer : nor is thens any other way by 
Micb yoo^ or any of the sons of men can be saved, bat 1^ this crileified 
Saviom', the Lord Jesus Chuist.'' 

Altaer beholding the apdstles with a kind of astonishnsent^ the court rai» 
l ia ea aibe r cd- thftt they had'seentUem with Jnaua of Nasareth, and thero* 
Ibfrb ordered Ibem to withdraw, whiitt tbey debated amongst themsehraa 
#bat wus proper to be dorle: it was impoadble to dei^ the miracle, fm i| 
#itsperf<Mtod befbre all' the pcfOple, ahd' tho person on whom it was 
wroog^t, was no stranger in Jerusalem. They therefore resolved la 
^v£» tiMMb slridhly not to pmcb anymdrb in the namCfof Jnava^ ae- 
tordmgly, tbey-witfre mg^n called in and acquainted with the resotntioa t»f 
Uto'eoitilcll ; to Whiob the apdstles answered, '« That they bad received 
#epMiMillion frdm heaven , to declare to aH nttions what they had ase» 
ilid bmnrd, it was certainly their doty to obey God rather than man.'' 
' diUbitogb-thfs WB« a fair appekl to the conseiencea-of their very jadges % 
y«fr*tllm miers' of Israel, instead of being satisfied with it, wv»ukl iii all 
pMiabiBiy btve proceeded to a greater vmtence, had not the people^s vena» 
ration for the apostles checked their malice ; so that aU they dared to di% 
fiai Id tehtorecftbef r meirt^es, and snflfer thein to def>art. 
'^ TMv intrepidity of ther apostlea had the dcsfred efiecfe : the chmtft kt^ 
6f«ksed*exee«dhigiy ; aMd that so great a company, especially the poor aM 
lMed5r, mMt be makitlihied, the ^^essers of the religion of the holy is* 
Ms sold Mte esMite^ Mid brooght the money to the apostles, that tbaf 
tiMil deposit it In maeesvmnon treaftnry, and from^tbttMOopply tht saf« 
«#M€felgMi6ks «fC thfif'^r brttfaraiu. 
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We fiml, Iwipef gf, that bypoerity was not Biikaova maooc the onAK 
Att if religion, efen in then prinithre timei. Aoeoiu and hb wira Sap- 
phlra, hmng tmhnctd tbe doclrioe of the gospel, pretended to fbUo# 
the free tnd geoeroos spirit of these tinei, fay cooseersliog and devoting 
their estate to the boooor of God, and the necessities of the dmreh. Acr 
cordiogly« they sold their possessions, and bionght part of the aMoey and 
kid it at the apostles' feel ; hoping to dcoeire &bs, thoogfa prided hf the 
ipirit of OmnipoCence : btk Peter, at his first coming in* ashed AiMniaa 
tow he conld suffer Satan to fill his heart with soch enormons wickedness^ 
ns to think to deceive the Holy Ghost ? That before it was sold, ii was 
wholly in his own power ; and afterwards the money entirely at his owa 
dUsposal : so that this action was capable of no other interpr^atioa, than 
that he had not only abosed and mjared man, hot mocked the Almkb^ 
himself, who he mnit know was prity to the most soecet thonghls of hw 
heart. 

No sooner hid tbe apostle fioished, than Ananiaf* to the great temr of 
aAjhat were present, fell down dead by a stroke from heaven; and not 
hmg^mfler hb wife came in, whom ^eter reproved in the same manner hn 
had done her hatband, adding that she sboold immediately end her life in 
ilie same awfal manner ; npon which the was sntitten with the hand of 
Omnipotence, and fell down dead ; sbaring wiih her hnsband in the pn^sh- 
■letit, as she had before in the henioos crime. 

TbisremarkableiosUnceof severity, filled all the converts with fear 
and trembling, and prevented in a great meamre that hypocrisy and dis* 
sifflolation, by which others might flatter themselves to deceive tho chnrcfa* 
Bat soch instances of severity were very eztraordmary ; the power of thn 
apostles was generally exerted in works of mercy and beneficsencn towarda 
the sons and daughters of affliction ; they cored all kinds of diseaaof^ and 
oast out devils ; so that they bronght the Hck into the streets, and laid 
them on beds and coaches, that the shadow, at least, of Peter as ho nassed 
by, might cover some of them : well knowing, a single touch or worn from 
either of the apostles was sofficient to remove a disease of the most invala- 
rate nature. 

However, these stnpendons works of the apostles, and the crowing nnm* 
hers of the charcb, alarmed the rulers of Iirael, who seised tbe apostlea 
and cast them into prison. Their power, however, was limitedi and likn 
the drop of a bucket to the ocean, if^hen opposed to the Almighty arm of 
tbe great Jehovah. The prison doors, though fastened with the ntmoife 
caution, opened of themselves at the approach of a messenger from tho 
oourt of heaven, who commanded the apostles to leave the dnngeon n* 
pair to the temple, and preach the gUd-tidings of the gospel to the pcopli 
in Jerusalem. 

When the officers returned in the morning, they found tiie prison doofi 
shot and guarded, hot the prisoners gone. This remarkable circnmstaaed 
greatly alarmed them, and they repaired to the council to acquaint tbam 
with what had happened. The rulers were astonished at the newt ; httt 
hearing that the apostles were teaching in the temple, they sent an officaff 
to bring them, without the least violence to their persons, before tho San- 
hedrim. Their orders were soon obeyed, and the disciples of Jasua pheed 
before the wme conrt, by which their Master had been so lately eon- 
demned. 

Being thus brought before the Sanhedrim, the high oriest aiked the tpti- 
ties how they dared to propsgate a doctrine they bad btelyso strictly 
eharged Ibpm not to preach : to which Peter, in the name d tho rest 
replied, <• We certaioly ought to obey God rather than man ; and thongh 
you have to barbarously and contum-iUously treated tbe 9avioar of ue 
world, yet God hath raised him op to be a Prince and 1 9avioar,-to f nro 
both repentance and reiBiisioa of sins i and of tfatso things htth wf 
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Ire witnesses, together wUh the rairacnlous powert which tha Holy Gbott 
bath conferred on all Christians." * ^ 

At the Apostles. delivered this answer with remarkable boldnesi, it ezav- 
perated the cooncif, aiid tbey began to contolt how they might destroy 
ibem: hot Gtf mallei^ a grate and learned connsellor^ afier commandiDg 
the apostles to Withdraw, desired them to proceed with caution in an af- 
fair of this natore ; reminding tham, that several persons had already rait- 
ed parties, and drajirn great numbert of persons after them ; bnt that eve* 
ry one of theqi bad miscarried, and all their deeigdi were rendered abor- 
tive witboat the interposition of that eoort. .That they woiild tberefora 
do well to. let the apostles alone ; for if their doctrines and designs wera 
of hnman invention they would come to nothing ; bat if they were of 6cd| 
all their pdwers and policy woold be of no effect. . 

The couricil were satisfied with this prudent and rational advice, and tf« 
ter commanding the apoitles to b^ scourged, they strictly charged them to 
preach no more in the name qf J«8us, and set them at liberty : but Uiit 
bharge had little effect on the disciples of the blessed Jbsus. ; tbey return- 
ed homd in triumph, rej,oidng that tbey were thought worthy to goffer In 
to righteous a cause, and to undergo shame and reproach for so kind and 
$o powcirful a Master. 

, Hitherto the church at Jerusalem bad been tossed with gentle stormtt 
but now it Was overtaken by a violent ten[ipe9t, which commenced with 
the death of the proto-martyr Stephen, and was now carried on With great- 
ec violence ; nor did it end but with the dispersion of the discip!eS| 1^ 
which meiani the gli^d-tidings of the gospel, which had til) then been con* 
fined to Jodea« and the professor^ of it hid in secret places, was now 
preached to the Gentile world and an ancient prophecy fulfilled which 
saysy *.' Out ot Zioo shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem." Thus does the Almip;hty bring good out of evil, and 
cause the malicious intentions of the wicked to redound to his praise, in 
the further spreading of the truth. 

The followers of the blessed Jesus being thus dispersed, Philip the dea- 
con retired to Samaria, where he preached the gospel, and confirmed his 
doctrine by many miraculous cures, and casting out devils. In thia city 
was one Sinion^ who, by magic arts and diabolical sorceries, was beheld 
with admiration by the people ; and some considered him as tlie gnatpfyay 
er of God^ a name he blasphemously gave himself, pretending to be the 
first and chief deity, or what every nation considered as the supreme God. 
This wicked mortal, hearing the sermons of Philip, and beholding the mi- 
fades wrought by him, became a convert to the religion of Jesus, and 
was baptized with the others who had embraced Christianity. 

Several of the Apostles who continued at Jerusalem, were soon inform- 
ed of the reniftrkabie success of Philip's ministry at Samaria, and thought 
\i necessary to send him assistance. Accordingly, Peter and John were 
dented to this infant church, who having prayed and laid Iheir hands on 
the hew converts, they received the Holy Ghost. Such miraculous gifts 
astonished the magician, and desirous of obtaining the same privilege, he 
offered ^he disciples money to invest him with this power, that on whom- 
soever he laid his hands they might receive the Holy Ghost ; but Peter, 
who perceived the insincerity of his heart, rejected his offer with scorn 
and detestation. ** TAy money, said that great apostle, perish zcith thee. 
And as thy heart is full of hypocrisy and deceit, thou canst have no share 
nor portion in so great a privilege. Thou wouldest do well to repent for 
so monstrous a crime, and uncerely apply thyself to seek the Almighty, 
that the thoughts of thy heart may be forgiven thee ; for I perceive that 
thy temper and disposition of mind is still vicious and corrupt, and that 
thou art yet bound by the chains of iniquity, and in a state displ^aiipg to 
.the Almightyi and dangerous to tho welfare of thy own lovL" 
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speech of St PMer terrified Simon, his conscience flew in hip fa 
■nd he |fnj«d the apostles to make intercession for him to the thrftiM dt 
mee, that the Almlghtj mi^bt pardoa his sin, and not inflict on Mn' 
fbose heavy jodgments thej had deaoiroced. 

After this violent sform, the chnrrh enjoyed a time of ealmnm aid it- 
tsDiCy ; daring which St. Peter went to visit the churches latelj p h n l a d lb 
those parts, bj the disciples whom the perspcotion had dispersed : tnd tl 
ftis trriva! at Lyddm, he miracoloDslj healed iOneas, who had bees aflM- 
td with the palsy, and confined to his bed eight years ; bat on Peter^ Ml* 
ding htm arise in the namoof Jesus, he was immediately restored te p«- 
fect heaitb. Nor was the success of this miracle confined to JEncse aii 
Ins fiimily, the fame of it being Mazed throogh all the neigKbowing eeon- 
try 9 and many believed in the doctrine of the Son of God. It wea #«e» 
linowtt at Joppa. a sea- port town abont six miles from Lydda; oadtliB 
brethren immediately sent for Peter, on the following melaneholy eeeesio*! 
Tibalha, whose Oreeic name was Diorcas, a wonmn veneraWe for her pie- 
ty and extensive charity, was newly dead, to the great loss of all Btsfctad 
%rho loved the paths of virtoe, especially the poor end efflieted| ute wen 
iapported by her benevolence. 

When St. Peter arrived, he foond her dressed for her faneral ioleamilf, 
vnd smronnded by moornfol widows, who shewed the coats and gamente 
wherewith slie had clothed them, the monaments of her liberality : tiot F^ 
ter pnt them all ont, end kneeling down, prayed with the otoHMt fervency ; 
then toming to the body, he commanded her to arise, and taking her by 
the band, presented her in perfect health to her friends emf ethers^ wlie 
were assembled to pay their last diiti«*s to so good e woman. This miracle 
confirmed those who bad newly embraced the gospel of Jbbus, end een- 
terted many more to the faith. After which he stayed a considerable time 
|iere« and lodged in the house of one Simon a Tanner, at Joppe. 

While he abode in this city, one day when he was offering up faisprayen 
to the Almighty, he found himself hangry, and called for meat ; bdl while 
ft was dressing for him, he fell into a trance, wherein wes presealed to 
liim a large sheet let down ftt>m heaven, containing ell sorts of creatoress 
riecn and andean ; and at the same time a voice said to bin, ** Arise 
Peter, kill end eat :'' bat the apostle, as yet tenacious of the rites ead ift- 
etltoCions of the Mosaic law, answered, that his conscience refnsed to cen- 
^y, having never eaten any thing that was common oi nndean. T» 
which the voice replted. ** That it was onjnst to consider Chat es c o in w a 
which God had cleansed." This wns done thrice, after which the veiibl 
was again drawn op to heaven, and the vision disappeared. Bf this sym- 
bolical representation St. Peter was given to ondersland, that the Atali^i^ 
was now going to send him on a new embassy, which the Spirit at tie 
fame time comman^ied him to trndertake. While he was stilt wendetfiBg 
with himself what the event would prove, three messengers knockifidat 
^ gate, enqniringfor him ; and from them he received the following ae- 
eoant : That Cornelias a Roman captain of a band of Italian solitert-at 
^Cesarea, a person of great piety and religion, one wborhad been leeg a 
proselyte of the gate, had sent for him, by an immediate command fimm 
God. Peter, accompanied with some of the In-eihren, went the next dhj 
with the messengers, and soon after arrived at Cesarea. 

Cornelius having information of his coming, had sommoned his frleiidi 
and kindred to Cesarea ; and at the apostle's eniering his hoose« foH at kis 
leet, a method of address frequent In the eastern coontries; but Peter, who 
considered that honour as due only to the Almighty, lifted him up, and 
declared to the company the reason of his coming, saying he had latety 
learned, that with God there was no respect of persons. 

As soon OS the apostle had ended his speech, Cornelius, at his requeit, 
related tb^ particular reason of bis sending for hiai| *^ Four daja age^ aidi 



LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST, and kU APOSTLES, ^i. ^m 

tUiit ftomui officer, being eoBveriant in tfae datiet of fuling and praiw* dn 
^Ogel from the conrU of heaven appeared to ma, deolariog that my pmf • 
«n and almi were come up as a memorial befora the Uuona of the iloife 
ijigb ; and, at the same time, oidered me to tend to Joppa to one Stmoa 
Peter, who lodged at the boase of a Tanner near the tea aide who would 
give me farther information in the duties of religion. Aocording It, 1 made 
no besitatioo to obej the heavenly messenger, bot seat immediafceU for 
ihee." 

The apostle was at Brst astonished at this relation of the centorion ; bit 
he was sooof onvioced that Qod had broken down the ptrtition-wall, and na 
longer maintained a peculiar kindness for the sons of Jacob, that H wa^ 
not the nation, but the religion ; not the external qoalitv of the maa, but 
ilie internal temper of the mind, that recommended the human race to tbn 
favo V of Omnipotence : that the devout and pious, the righteous and tba 
food man, whatever part of the earth be may inhabit, it the favorite of 
lieavea ; that God as highly respects a just apd virtuous maQ in the barraQ 
.-wastes of Scbylhia, as on the moon tain of Sion ; that the reeooqliog and 
making peace between God and roan by jBsueCaaieT, was the doctrine 
fmblislwd by the prophets of old ; and that God had now anointed and 
consecrated Jesus of Nazareth with divine power, in the exercise .whenp? 
•f he went about doing good to the children of men* 

At the time thai P4ster was thus preaching to them, th|e Iloly Ghost fhll 
ipon the greatest part of his hearera, enabling them to speak several lan- 
4inages, and in them to magnify the great Creator of the sons, of mea» 
▲k this the Jews, who accompanied Peter, marvelled exceedingly, to ao# 
Ihat the gifts of the Holy Ghost were poured upon the Gentiles ; and Far 
lar seeing ibis, told the company, that he knew no reason why these ^r- 
tons should not be baptized, as they had received the Holy Ghost as weH 
■M them ; and, accordingly, he gave orders that they should be baptized ; 
and, to confirm them in tlie holy faith they had embraced, he tarrieid aoma 
lime with them. 

Having thus finished bis visitation to the new planted chorches, Peter, re* 
turned to Jerusalem, and was indefatigable in instmcting the convertf in 
^be religion of Jesus, and preaching the glad tidings of salvation to tba 
descendants of Jacob : but be did not long continue in this pleasing course ; 
.iiefod Agrippa, in order to ingratiate himself into the favour of the Jews, 
put St James to death, and finding the aetbn was highly acceptable to 
..ihat stiff-necked PfopJe, he resolved to extend his cruelty to Peter, and 
accordingly cast him into prison : but the churches were incessant in tbdr 
prayers to God for his safety ; and what have mortals to fear, when gnard- 
0^ by the hand of Omnipotence I Herod was persuaded he should soon ao- 
ooaplish bis intentions, and sacrifice Peter to the insatiable cruelty of Um 
Jews. 

The Qight before the intended execution, a messenger from the anitU 
of heaven visited the gloomy horrors of the dungeon, where he found PMer 
asleep between bis keepers. The angel raised him up, took off his chains, 
ordered him to gird on his garments, and follow him : Peter obeyed, ukI 
baviog passed through the first and second watch, they came to the iron 
gate Uading to the cil^r^ which opened to them of its own accord : the an- 
gel also accompanied him through one of the streets, and then departed, 
from him ; on which Peter came to himself, and perceived tliat it was no 
vision, but that his great and beloved Master had really sent a messenger 
from above, and released him from prison. He therefore repaired to the 
bouse of Mnry, where the church was assembled, and offering up their 
prayers to the throne of grace for his safety. On knocking at the door, a 
maid who came to let him in, knowing bis voice, ran back to tell them 
that Peter was at the door, which they at first considered as the effect of 
fancy : bat the damsel continuing to affirm that it was really true, thcf 
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meraiM sf nliskBt tipteSiHy io prtioliing to the pntoaeni tnd ihM 

Sho rMoitaA to th«M : «id drag tbit cMfiaement, it it geveral^ thoBgjhfc 
» Pttar imto Ms tooMrf EpiMle to tiie diaperted Jewi; wImim be eor 
de^ref re to eenfini Iheni m toe beliaf end imctice of Chrialieulj, mni 
to foriifytheei egaiiitt thoie poifoooa* end pereicioQe priocipiet e»d •«* 
lions, wWeb iMgea to hraek ie upon Iho dMrchi ibeo io iU inCiaqr. 

At length, Nero retorniog rrooi Aeheie, be entered Rone la Iriiaph ; 
■Bd Mon efter Ut errivel, letolved thet the epoaUet ibonld fell es fictimi 
•nd itcrificei to hit eroelty end rofenge. While the fete! atroke wu dai- 
ly espeeted, the Cbriatieea io Rome were contiDoelly offeriog ap their 
preyera to beeteo to protect tboae tvo holy peraooa : hot the Alaaishtj wu 
Mir willing to pet en end to their lorrowa ; and efter aeeling the troth 
they had preadied with their own biood, to receive them into the regioaa of 
tffimet bliat tod beppineti, end exebenge their crowna of ratrtyroom for 
eiowif of gloiy. Aocordinely, they were both condemned by the omtl 
tapororof Rome; end St. ftter beviog token hia farewell of the br e lh>e% 
wpeei.lly of St. Penl, waa token from the priaon, end led to the top of the 
Vmtiean moont near the Tiber, where he wet tOBteoeed to anmader op 
kialifebyereoifiaton. 

Coming to the place of eseention, he begged the fefor of the oAeeri» 
Ihet he i^gbt not be erndfied in the common meaner, but with Ma bead 
downwards ; eflkming, that be waa unworthy to aoffer m the aeme pottore 
ie wbieb hia Lord hod anflSered before him. Thia reqneat wea eeeordiBgly 
complied witii, end the great epottle St. Peter anrrendered np hia aoal into 
the hands of his great end beneficent Maater, who came down from ben- 
«Hi to rantoel mankiod from deatrection, end to open the gntet of thft 
lieevenlf Geoaen to ell belieTerf. 

T\m hedf of 8t. Peter being taken down from the oroaa, it teid to hife 
lieen eBibelin«d by Meroellinaa the presbytor after the manner of the Jewa^ 
nad thaw bnriod in the Veticen, near the Appian way, two ratlet frato 
Rome. Here it rdmeined till the tipieof pope Comeliai, who conTtjei 
it to the Velicen at Rome, whtfo it rested m an obaoore place,' till the 
feign of Conatoetioi, who, from the great reverence he entertained Ibr the 
Christian religion, erected meny eberches at Rome, and laliQilt and tatt^ 
aniarged the Vatieaa in honour of St Fetor. 

If we consider At. Peter as a man, there wiR seem to bava haoB a na- 
taral eegeraeta predominant in hit temper, which animated hie aoal to the 
■Mat bold and generoaa qndertekibgi : bat if we consider him at a diae^ 
of the blessed Jatoe, wo tball find him eaemplary in tha great datict ef 
peiigion. To eoaelwfea : if we conaider him as an apoatle, aa a pastor, or 
fb^erd of the teala of men, we shall find htm faitbfal and dibganl to lib 
oflee sealooaly endeavoring to ioatmct the ignorant, redoco the erfoaebM^ 
elkengtben the week,- confirm the strong, reclaim the vicioask and tomtto 
ohildrcfi of men into the paths of rigbteoasness. He never omitted any 
tfspperlnnity of preaching to the people, end spreading the gbid tidtogt of 
the gofpel amoagst the homan race: end so powerful were hia ditcoariti^ 
that be eoaeerted meny thousands at one time. How many painftil jow- 
■iea and dtnaeren* vnyagea did he nndertake ! With what nnconqpeiaUt 
patieaoa did' aa endure the greatest trials, aormoont every ditfcnkj^ iid 
raatota ateiy abbtacle, that he might phint the gospel of his bekived Mm* 
tor! Itoaar lafosing eveo to lay down bis life to promote it : aor wna b 
•nly aaaidaoaa to perform these dot ies himself ; he was alao cardTal ta'tni- 
■lateothcHtodo the like, earnestly pressing end persaading tha pnatora 
•ad govemopt of the church to feed the flock of God, to labour freotr for 
the good of the soula of men, end net undertake those offices to aoq[uirB ad- 
eantages to themaelves ; beseeching them to treat the flock committed to 
their cere with lenity and gentleoen, and io be themselves shining aatoh 
pint pf piKy and religion, the mreit method of rendering tbeir ndalitil 
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DuifBHNlttlMimMtiMvrwfcattkvWbMiiMKht; mMiAarf, hsMti 

«orM; ihiBkiBgUmtt, wUI«te«wIatUitabarnKia,-to«iriip4»M« 
MMortef Aa«<Mpal,brF«Mn«the*iMnU«fU«Mtb>B|i; IbawHiq 
wl|tht bs «Me •»« hi* iecctw bi hH« than alMf» iM tMMnhfan, tU 



St. JUDE, tHS APOSTLS. ' 

St. JCDE it mcDtioned hi thiee ■eranl nasiei fa ibtt unapHtgH hifr 
fimj, iiatom\j, Jnde or Jodai. lliiddeai, and Lebbeni. Tkt firrt be b«d iv 
#animoa with Uie olb«r Jewi, «ad in faonoar of one of iIm t«al*« pfOfi- 
«rchi i ihe other two mlebt ba idded to the fornw, ptrtlj (« diitftignii^ 
^im from J»d<i the tnltor, who had rendered (be natne wfion* to tba 
Chriitiui), and partly at a commeDdattOD of bia wiidom and s*«l ; fgr 
J^bbeoi. aoeordjng to St. Jerom, ligniCei a man of nndgntandiog, ^M 
fbaddeu importi divine fervoor ; and bence mdu of the &tben celt liin 
^lolea, or Zealoai. 

IliiapaiLlewaj. brother to St. Jameitbe Lcfi, aft^nnrdiHAopgCJcr 
^ualem, bainglbe «on of Joiepli, the lepnted father of C|iiiiST,bf Kfor- 
ner wife. It ii not known nheD. or bj what fflcani, he became a di)q!plt 
4)f our bluKd SaTJopr, nothing being laid of bisi, till wc fiiHi Ufa in ittk 
«atatoRDe of the twelve apostlei ; nor afterwardi till Cbm't's l«at WWery 
sben diMOuriitig with tben abont biidepaTtare.aDd conifortiDC Ibawitfr 
.B ptomiie, that be woatd i-elnrQ to them, again, meaning after nu-TMBnecF 
lion, and that the world aboald see him no inorr, though Lbej i^mU ■«• 
l^in ; oor ^witle *aid to hi* Matter, " I^rd, how is it that tboa wHl 
mantfest thyself anUt ui, and not onto Ibe world?" U seemi, fn^ this 
aoettion, tfaat SL Jnde expected that the JHeuiah woald establish a fecalar 
Jlingdon j and, Ihetefore, conld not reconcile the lolemnit; and grUKleaf 
of it, with the private manirettationi of Chkiit to hii disciples calr. ^ 
. It it affirmed b; St. Jerom, that St. Thomai tent St. Jude the wmde, 
■oon aflfc onr -Lord's atoension, to EdesM, to heal Abaprnj: bat uiiitiaa 
niiitakt', it being Tbaddeni, one of the Mventy dJKjplM ai>4 <Mt JodM 
Tbaddent the apoitle, who tra* lent to Abagarua. 

We fee told b) PauUnqi, that the province whteH fell to the abafl* «f 
fL Jndein the J^MttoliodivisioDoftbeproTTnGeJiWuI^Ua; ^BtkMdofy 
Wttejlni, whether it wet tbeCjrenean Ljbia, wUcb i» tb«Bgbt to bav« 
fsceived lb; goipel from St. Mark, or the mora aonthofa pait ff Africa^ 
but bowevcT that be, in hit fint tet^ng not to praacb Ihvgofpal, ho tn>^ 
led np and down Jodea and Galilee ; then through Saaaria int* Unnu^ 
•ad to the ciliei of Arabia, and the Deigbboniisg cvBDtrie^tnd afterwarAl- 
io Syria end Mewpotamia. HfeepborH adds, that be riMi' laat to Ede»> 



aheadr town Ae Mtdi of the goipel. Rare be iirrfrite<SanU.iiitoi ln5 
begun ; and having byhii Mrmoni and niirm'n iitalilMnJifc* iililtiii uf 
Jtavf. be died Inpeaee ; bat otbera aay, Ual ba km iliU ■! Hiiillft. ui 
ifconaimUy bwiad tbero. • . >« 

. The writer* of tbc Latin ehoteb an onaBiBiona li aeehri^ .tW A 
.^■dolrivritad into iPwria, tbare, afW great hocom ia bia apwiaBc^i^n. 
-Wry fbr aaoy year*, ha waa at latt, far hia free mmi «yM repwi im lil 
.flqporatitioM lile} and cniboaii of tba Magi, amaily patta -dMtbibf li« 
nanies of the ^ipcL 

. W« do not fad Ibat St. Jndo Wt men than ow 'jWt, mhitk bftl^ 
od Ite hit of tboM liTin, ftylad catholic, in tho lacnd <«««%. \\ ^lilik 



MO UPtf^OP JUSUS tdaisT, aiU AiM AF0S1LES. 

■•ptfti«iiftrfaiierip(i0ii,tttlM oilier lis Imvb, bnl it thoagkt U Imtc lM«i 
priBAfUy inten^ded M CHritlMn lewi, !■ tbdr tevenl rtnynnjnai, ap St; 
Ibter'i ciiMeg were. In H In totti H^m, «• TImU he at fink ktaded |» 
vffito te them ia gcnetil of the coaiMii iilFeUoo, eod etleUnh«d coo* 
fifSi them IB U: hi* teeifii; the doetrine of Chuit attacked oa oveiy 
Me hy Hefeticf. he eoneeited it mofe oeoeuuy to ipend h» tea io eai^ 
horting Ihem to fight mwifiiNy in defeoce of '« the faith once deliieiedio 
the stints/* mod oppoie the falfe teacben who Uboved w indnlitifAijf 
to eorrapt the truth.** 

It is gmenlly undentrood, the Hcsdici meant in ihis epittlo, wcfo Ihe 
Nicolations, the Goosties, the followers of Simon Magos and othen of 
the same kind, whole morals were aa corropt as their doctrine, troltiiig to 
a faith without worlcs, as suiTi'.*ient to their salvation : so that the sobjed of 
3t. Jade's e^'stle is nearly the sani'^ with that of the second of .St. felpr^ 
whose sense hn genera! ly follows, und often uses the very same expres- 
sions: only as the infection had spread ttscit' further, and had gotten moM 
groanti, he seems to oppose those Heretijcs '.- ith more zeal and afaarpqesf 
than St. Peter had dooe : bat becaase true Ciiiistian charity, though it b^ 
acsaloas, yet is without biiter:ies and hatred, he exhorts the Chnstiani to 
nse gentle ihelhods w'th ibose deluded p^opie, and to pluck them a4 
brandi out of (he (ire ; meaning, by £re, t!.tvr impious principles and prac- 
tices, which if cont'r.oed in, w')ul(l certs uily consume them. He se^mi 
expreisly to. cite St. Peter's Sf^cond epistle, and to intimate plasAIy that 
moit of the apostles wc>re dead ; so that his epistle seems not to hare been 
written til! after ' Nero^s reign and the destrdcLion of Jenisatem by tbd 
Romans. 

This epist!e wa« not at first generally received in the chnrcK : (he aathdt 
{ndced, like St. James, St. John, and sometimes St. Paul himself, does not 
oall himself an apostle, styling himself only •« the servant of Christ:^ hot 
be hai added what is equivalent, *^ Jade the brother of James," a chane- 
ter that can belong to none but our apottic: and surely the hnmility of a 
follower of Jesus should be no objection against his Writings, bol nXtiei 
^ a fecommeodation of them. 

One great objection against this epistle, was, the tipo8tfc*a mehtlonfo^ 
the tradition of A'lichael, the archangel contending with the Devil aboo't Che 
body of Moses, but he has done no more than St. Paul in namiog Jaqni^ 
kind Jambres ; namely, alleging a story which was then carrent and ac« 
Iknowiedged by the Jews, though nothing of it was inserted in the mcteS 
writihgs, so that St. Jade reasons with the Jews, fh>m their oWH authors 
gnnd concession?, the more easily to convince and confute thftiA. 

We have now, we trust, obviated the difficulties that have arisen 6on- 
eeming the epistle of St. Jude ; and Eusebeus tcl-s us, that in bis tima'mAt 
churches read it publicly : it is indeed evident, that before the cloie of Ih^ 
fourth age, it was acknowledged as canonical Scriptate^ in the cmmdbof 
liaodicM «nd Carthage, by general consent. 

AN ACCOUNT or St. THOMAS, the APOStLfe. 



i f HE Jeart, wlten Ihey travelled into foreign coontries. or 
conversed with the Greeks and Romans, were wont to assume the batin 
4i(ma of the same signification, or at least that bore some alBnity wHh 
ihat by which they were known in thdr.own country. Thos nm^^iktmtA 
tfiviaurwas called Christ, answerinG: to his Hebrew title JHetM AA« -the 
tftrioirited: Simon was called CepAnx in Hebrew, was styled Afraf in 
Greek, bolh si^nifyin;; a rock : Tabitha was called Dorcas^ liotb agpify- 
ing a goat : and thus Thomas, according to tb« Syriac import of Ul Miae^ 



LIPB 6^ JB8U5 CHRIST, md lUi U^fLUB. fp, Vtt 

Irtieifled DldywAs^ i twtii, which is the nmniog of both «|ipcllatl(mi^ 
Tliere is ho mentiori ill tb6 evangctfet) biilory enhef of the eooBtryor 
tMred of St. ThorAtf? ft is however ceitsin that be was a Jew, and 
In all probability a Oalileao. Metapfarastet Idh iii, Ibat be Was deseendeA 
"from very mean parentsj who brought biai op to the trade of Hthing ; 
%it at the ianie tiiito, took care to jpte bim a more nsefbl edoeation, ii- 
•tructing him in the kbowledgo or the ftbriptliMs, whereby ha Sttroili 
"Wisely to regalafce hii eondoct. 

This apostle #as, together with tlie rest, called to the apostieship and 
iiot loiig after cafe ah' endneot iliitallce of his being ready to onder^ tho 
iiost melancholy fate that might attend bim : for when the rest of tho 
apostles #ere dissoaduig their Master from goinff into Jodea at the time 
^ Lazsros^s death, beoatise the Jews lately endearotlr^ to stone {him. 
Thomas desired them Hot to binder bis joorney UdtbeTf thoogh it might 
cost them all their li?es: '^Letnsgo,'' said be, " (bat we nnr? die iHtb 
bim i'* conclnding that instead of Lasams being raised from the dead, tbey 
wonfd lili, like bim, be placed in the chambers of the dntt. 

The holy Jasus* i bttle before bis sufferings, bad been speakrog to 
them of tlie joys of heaven, and bad told them, that be was going to pre* 

g' are mansions for tbemi' that tbey might follow him, and that tbey knew 
oth the place wbitbci' be was going, andlthe way thilber ; on bearing tbb« 
our apostle teplied, that they knew not wbitber be was going, mnch lela 
the way that Wonld lead them thither. To wbksb oar Lord retarned this 
^lort bat satisfactory ans#er, ** 1 am the way ;^ 1 am the person wlioti 
the Father hath sent into the World to shew mankind the paths that laid 
to eternal life, and therefore yoa cannot miss the wky if yoa follow mf 
'Sample, and obey my precepts. 

The minds ot the disciples, who bad teen their great Master expire on 
the cross, were distracted by hopes and fears^ concerning Iris resurrectk>n» 
about which they were Oot then folly satisfied, whksh engaged bim the 
sooner to hasten his appterance, that by the sensible manifestations of 
bimself he might put the matter beyond all possibility of dispute. Accoid- 
ingly, the very day on which he arose from the dead, be came into the 
boase where tliey were assembled, while, for foar of the Jews, the doora 
were close shot, and gave tbem safBcient assurance, that be was risea 
itQtd the dead. ThotAas was not present at this meeting, having probably 
Aever rejoined their company since their dispersion in the garden, when 
every one^s fears prompted him to consult bis own safety. At bis return, 
they told him, that the Lord had appeared to tbem, but bo obstinately ra* 
fused to give credit to what they saio, or to believe that It was really be, 
presaming it rather a spectre or apparition, unless he might see the 
very print of the nails, and fed the wounds in bis hands and side : a strong 
piece of infidelity ! Was it any thing more than what Moses and tbo 
prophets liad long since foretold ? Had not our Lord fr^uently declared 
in pUin terms, that he most rise from the dead the thifd day ? And eould 
they question the posbibjlity of what he told them, when they bad so 
often seen him work the greatest mirackes. 

The stubbornness of Thomas, on this occasion, mi^ baveJietrayed 
bim Into an eternal infidelity ; but our compassionate Savloar would not 
take the advantage of his perverse obstinacy ; for, on that day seven* 
sight be came again to them, as they were solemnly met at their devotioni^ 
and, calling to Thomas, bade him look upon bis bands, pot bis fingers intis 
the print of the nails, and thrust his hand into his side, to satisfy his fiulk 
by a demonstration from the senses. Thomas was soon convinced of bia 
error and obstinacyi confessing that be now acknowledged him to be bit 
. Lord and Master, a 6od omnipotent, as he was tbos able to rescue bin* 
aalffrom the power of death. Our Lord answered, that it waf happy fof 

lun Uia he bdisTcA tte tem«9o/ «r UfOwn mitii tatttatK wiMft 



36^ UIFB OF l&SUS CHRIST, and his APOSTLES. 4^.-; 

more aoble and eommendable mei of failb to acqaieice in a imtioDal evi- 
.dcnce« and lo reed va the doctrinei and |ireceptg of ibe goipal upon iocb 
■testimonies and asiurancet at will saUifjr a wims and lober man, Ihoa^ be 
^id not bimflelt' behold Lhem. 

AHct U.e bletf ed Jesus bad left this fale of mlserj, and liesioired emi- 

DCi.l ^iUs anJ iniraculoui powen on the apostles, St. Thomas, as well ab 

cibe re»i, prtached the gospel in several parts of Judea ; and after Uie dis- 

^pvrfion of the Christian church in JemsaTem, rexMired into Partbia, the 

jprovkice assigned bim for bis ministry. Afler which, as SeiftproniusanH 

C'Uiers inform as, he preachetl the gospel to tl)e Medcs, Persians, Caram^- 

Bians, ll^rcaoi* Bartaiians, and the neighbouring nations. ' 

Dtpariing from PcrMa, he travelled into Eihiopia, preaching tlieg!aa- 
tidini(g of tiie gospel, bealing the sick, and working other miracles, -to 
prove he had his commission from on high. And after travelling Ibroagn 
,-tKcM* countries he flnLert:d the Indian territories. 

We are told t>y Nicephorus, that he was at first unwilling to enter these 
r no n trips, fearing he should find their manners as rude and intractable as 
tjisrir fttces were black and deformed, till encouraged by a vision, wfaerefh 
be was as»ured of the Divine Presence to assist him. He travelled a grea^ 
way into the Eastern countries, and even visited the island Taprobane, 
MRie c«Uf d Sumatra, and the country uf the Braehmaas, preaching every 
, where with the greate»t gentleness, and uting the most i^rsnasive dis- 
^couraes, not flying out into iover.tives against their idolatrous practicei, 
but calmly instructing them in the doctrines of Christianity, persuading 
them by decrees to renounce their follies, well knowing that coofirmed 
habits might be cured by patience and forbearance, by slow and gientle 
methods ; and by thete means he reclaimed the people from the grosse^ 
errors and superstitions, to an hearty belief and reception of Christianity. 

The Portuguese, when they first visited these coontries, after Ibexr dis- 
covery of a passage by the Cape of Good Hope, received tlie following 
]>articulars, partly from ancient monuments, and partly from conitani 
end uncontroverted traditions preserved by the Christians in those pirti ; 
aamely, that St. Thomas came first to Soeolora, an island in the Arabian 
^ sea, and thence to Cranganor, where, having converted many from the 
Vrror of their ways, he travelled further into the East: and having success- 
fully preached the gospel, returned back to the kingdom of Coromandel, 
where at Alalipur, the metropholis of the kingdom, not far froiA' the 
mouth of (he Ganges, he began to erect a plaee for divine worship, till 
prohibited by the idolatrous priests, as well as by Sagamo, prince, uf that 
country : biit after performing several miracles, the work was suffered to 
proceed, and Sagamo himself embraced the Christian faith, whose exaia- 
pie wa^ «non followed by great numbers of his subjects and attendants. 

The Brachmans were greatly alarmed at this remarkable success, as they 
plainly pi-rcelved lliat their religion would soon be extirpated, unless some 
method could be found of putting a stop tp the progress of Christianity : 
and therefore resolved to pot the apostle to death. At a small distance , 
from the city was a tomb, whither St. Thomas often retired for prWate 
devotion. Hither the Barchmans and their armed followers pursued biro, 
and while he was intent at prayer, they first shot at him a shower of darts, 
iifler which, one of the priests ran him through with a lance. His body 
was taken op by bis disciples, and buried in the church he bad lately 
erected, and which was afterwards improved into a stately and magnifiecot 
fabric. 

According to St. Chriso^tom. St. Tliomas who at first Was the weakest 

nod most incredulous of all the apostles, became through CnRiST^s dm- 

'descention to satisfy bis scruples, and tlie power of the divine, graffeiha 

tnoit active and invincible of them all ; travelling over most puts of 

the world, and living without fear in the midst of barbarous natiooij for 

the propagation of the Christian fglib. 



LTPE OP JESVS CliRIST, ani A»« ^tfOSTLGS, jr.* 3^ 
, AN ACCOUNT or St. ANDREW, the APOSTLE; 

ALTHOUGH tbe sacred histonans hive largely described Che 
transactions of St. Peter and St. Paul, yet we find they have been sparing 
in their accounts of the otoer apostYes, giving ns only now and then a few 
bbliqaa strokes and accidental remarks concerning them. Why no more' 
of their respective actions were recorded 1>y the penmen of the Holy Scritt* 
tores, is to oj unknown: perhaps the Divihe Providence thought H con- 
venient that no farttier accoutit sbonld be given of the first planting of 
Christianity in Che world, than what concerned Jadea and the neighboikr- 
ing countricji, at least the most eminent places in the Roman empire, Ihtft 
the troth of the prophetical predictions might appear which had foretold , 
That *• the law" of the Messiah »« should come forth from ^ion, and tbo 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.** Besides a particnlar relation of the' 
acts of so many apostles, performed in so many countries, meat have 
swelled the sacred vpTomes te an enormous bulkj and consequently rea- 
dered them less serviceable to the use of Christians, in general. 

The Apostle, St. Andrew, was born at Bcthsaida, a city of Galilee, 
built on the banks of the lake Gennesareth, and was son to John or Jona^ 
a fisherman of that town. He was brother to Simon Peter, but whether 
elder or younger is not certainly known, though tfce generaHly of the an* 
iMentfl intimate that he was the younger : but, however that be, he was 
brought up to his father's trade, at which he laboured till our blessed Sa- 
viour called him to be a fisher of men, for which he was, by some prepara- 
tory Instructions qualified even before (he appearance of the Messiah, in 
his public character. 

We are told by the evangelist, John the Baptist had lately preached (he 
doctrine of repentance ; and was, by the generality of the Jews, from the 
Impartiality of his precepts, and the remarkable strictness and austerity 
of his life, held in great veneration. He trained up his proselytes under 
the discipline of repentance^ and, by urging on them a severe chariee 
and reformation of Ine, prepared them te entertain the doctrine of tne 
M<?ssiah, whose approach he told them was now near at hand ; preseniiag 
to them the greatness of his person, and the importance of the desigto 
of which he came into the world. 

Besides the multitudes that flocked to the Baptist's dlBcoUrse, he, ac- 
cording to the custom of the Jewish masters, had some peculiar and select 
disciples, who more constantly attended on his lectures, and generally 
waiting upon bis person. In tbe number of these followers was our apos- 
tle ; who was with him beyond Jordan, when the Messiah, who had some 
time before been baptized, came that way. Upoif hfs approach, the Bap- 
ti3t pointed him out as the Messiah, styling him ^' the Limb of God," the 
true sacrifice, that was to expiate the sins or the world. 

As soon as^ the Baptist had given this character of Jei^trs, Andrew* 
and another disciple, probably St. John, followed the Saviour of mankind 
to the place of his abode ; from whence, after some conversation with 
him, Andrew departed, and having found his brother STimon, informed 
him that he had discovered the great Messiah, so long expected by the 
house of Jacob ; and^ accordingly, brought him to Jesas. They did not, 
however, stay long with their Master, tnit returned to their occupation. 

Upwards of a year afterwards, Jesus passing through Galilee, found 
Andrew and Peter fishing on the sea of Galilee, where he fully satisfied 
Ih^^m of the greatness and divinity of his person, by a miraculous draught 
of fishes which they took at his command. He now told them, that they 
shook! enter on a different series of labours, and, instead of fish, they 
should by the efficacy and influence of their doctrine, catch men ; com- 
manding them to follow him, as hit immediate disciples and attendant i 
«nd they accordingly left all and foAowed him immediately. 



3M Ur% OP I88V9 CPfttS9> miMi tfQSTLEi, fxr. 

Aadreir, together with tl|e re«t| wis ihartly After exiled lo tke a^ 
fice end honour of the apottolete, eod ' mtde eboioe of to be one of 
CBRiiT'f ifflmediate vicegerents for plentiegftad piopegatiog the Christhui 

choreb. 

We leern from the sacred historiiQ that after the aieension of tte Uti r 
•ed Jcsos inlo heaven, and the Holy Ghost had detcended in a vWbW 
manner on the apostles, St. Andrew was chosen to preach the gospel m 
Seylhia, and the coantfies a^acent. He accordingly departed from ie- 
rusalen», and first travelled tbroogb Cappadocia, GaTlatia, and Bithynia, fm- 
structing the iobabitants iq the faith of CQaieT, and contiiioed hisjonm^ 
alon^ the Enxinc sea into the solitudes of Scythia. ' 

SL Andrew afterwards arriyed at Qinope, a ciW sitoated op the nme sea, 
and famous both for the birth and barial of king Mithridates : hero he wemt 
wiih his brother Peter, and staid with him a considerable time at this plaee. 
The inhabitants of 9inope were mostly Jews, who partly, frpm m seal fisr 
their religion, and partly from their barliaroas menoer, were ezasporatcd 
against St. Ai|drew, aqd entered into a confederacy to horn the booSe ji| 
which be lodged : hot being disappointed in this design, they treated Mi^ 
with the most savi^ cruelty, throwing him on the ground, atamping opoil 
him yhilh their feet, pufliog and dragging him from phice to pUee ; somo 
iNMitingbim withclnbSy and fome pelting him with stones, and others, to 
satisfy their brutal revenge, biting off his flesh with their teeth; till sppre^ 
bending they had entirely deprived him of life, they cast him oat into tbo 
fields : but he n|iracu1ously recovered, and returned publicly into the city : 
by which and other miracles he wrought among them, be convened many 
from the error of their ways, and induced them to beconie discipka of tfa^ 
Son of Crod. 

After departing from Sipone. be retnmed to Amynsus, passed firom 
^henee through Trapexius, and NeocsMareato Samosata, where be silence(| 
the acute&t and wisest philosophers of 'that country ; & baviiig spent soma 
itqie there {n preaching the glad-tidings of the gospel, he retnmed to Je« 
rosalem : but be ifid not cootinoe lonjg in his native country, retoming 
ogaio to the province allotted him for the exercise of his ministry, travel 
liqg first inlo the country of the Abasgi, and had great success in preaching 
the gospel to the inniibitant| of the city of ^ebastople, situated on the oast'S' 
orn shore of the Busline sea, hetareen the rivers Phasis, and Abissaras ; fion^ 
thii^ce he removed Inlo the conptry of the Zeccfii, and the Bosphorani ; 
but finding the people! reniarkably barbarous and intrai^table, he did nol 
ftay lope aq^ongst tl^em, except at Cherson, a large and popaloa» dCy 
within the Bosphorus, where he had preat soccers in his minisUy ; and 
therefp<^<^onMnned «Dme time with the new converts, to instruct and eoo- 
£rn| them in the faith. From this city he passed by sea to Sim^po, th« 
royal seat of Mithridates, to encourage and confirm the churches he ha^ 
planted in those parts ; and here be brtiaioed Philologos, forinorlj one of 
St. Paul's disciples, bishop ^hereof. 

'St. Andrew after leaving Sinope, came to Bysantiom, since called Coo* 
slahtinopfe, where be instructed the inhabitants in the Christian religioOy 
founded a cbnrcb for divine worship, and ordained fiftachys, first bishop of 
that place : but being banished from the city, he ^d to Argyropolii, 
where be preached the frospel for two years together with remarkable, no- 
cess, converting great n\imbers t^ the Christian fiiith. ' He nest travolM' 
oyer Thrace, I^racedonia* Tbessttly, Acliaia, and ESpirus, preaching tho^ii^ 
ft\j propagting Christianity, and confirming the doctHhe be taoght Igf 
STgns and miracles. At lust he came to Petrsa, a city of Achaia, Ktafii 
he ^ave his last and greatest testimony to the gospisi of bis ^Iviii^ Mdsler ;' 
we mean, he sealed ii. with his bleod, and receiy^ the erom of matt^ 
dom by the following mean?. • 

JP*f^^.fis, who was proconsul of Achaia, came at this time fo Pornawhbtf 
obeenwg *vhal rtfullitudes Imd iibaudQix^d Uie heathen religioD| tad 



l^rneed CHiriit^nlly lie M neoono to evanr method both of fevioar 
end oroeltj, to i^ooe Ibe people to their old idoletrjr. The epoitl^ 
whom nodifficullies ordenger cofild deter from performing the duties ^^ 
Ilia ministry, addressed the procohMil, and calmljr pot him in mind, that lie-^ 
ing^only ajadge of men, be ooght to revere him ffho wet ihe inpremar 
JBiM irapartiid Jqdge of all, pay hifi| the divine honoqri doe to hi* exalted 
Majesty, and »bandt>n the impietiet of h^i idolatrpna worihip. The pro* 
f^asuly instead of aitsenting to these ergtt(nent| of the apostle, ridicoief 
bim as an innovator in religion, and a propagator of that superstition, who«^ 
author rbe Jews had pat to the infamous d^th of the pro^s. On biS' men- 
tioning the cross, oor apostle took the opportunity of reprasjeoting to hio) 
the infinite love and ^indnesf of our great Redeemer, who came down 
from heaven to purchase the salvation of mankind , and to obtain it, dif 
liot disdain to die upon the cros-s.^ The proconsu* answered, that he might 
bopiB to persuade the credulous multitudts of the truth of what be said ; bet, 
forhii part, he would i|0i listen lo such a legeotary tale : and if he did nof 
comply with hire, in doing sacrifice to the gods, be would cause him tqi 
•offer Uiion ihat cross he had so highly magnified. St. Andrew repliei| 
jtliat be sacrificed every day to God, tb^ only true and omnipotent Beings 
pot with fumes and bloody offerings, but in the sacrifice of the immaculato 
L3f:iS>ofGod. This answer provoked the proconsul and he comniittejf 
ihe apostte to prison ; which so exasperated the people, that a mttttiij| 
Would have ensned, had rot, St. Andrew restored them,' persuading them 
loiTTiitate the mildness and p^itience of the meek and humble Jsavs aiUf 
not hWAcT hire from repeivin^ rlic proiif a of martyr4em» which be was now 
going to receive. » * t 

He was brought again the nei^t day before the proconsul, who persuade^ 
bim not foolisbiy to throw away bis Ufa, but preserve it, an4 Myoy Htm 
pleasure of the world. The apo&tle told bim* that if he woqld i;epoanc|r 
Disidolatriu3, and heai'tily embrace the Christian faith, be should, with bim 
and the rest of the members who bad I^Ueve4 m tb^ 9on of God« receivi' 
eternal happiness in the Messiah'* kingdqm. ' The' proconsul answei^d. 
that he himself should never embrace the religion be mentiooei ; and thjE 
fhe only reason why be yr^s so earnest with bim to (^acrifiot to ibe god| 
was that those whom be bad every where seduced, might, oy bis exampte^ 
be bronght back to the lapcieot religion they bad forsaken. To which thf 
apostle replied, that be saw it was in viap^ to endeavour to persuade a per^ 
son ineapable of sibber councils, if. har^ene^ in bit own blindness St folly : 
that with regard to hi'mtetf, be niighC aet as be pleased, and if be had aiqp 
fturment greater than another, be might be^p that upon him ; at the gretfe* 
er constancy he shewed in his sufferings lor Ca&i8T« the more aGceptablf 
lie should be to )|i# Lord and Master. iEgeas, upon Uiii, immediate 
ly passed seotonce of deat|i qpoo bim, not b^nf^ able to restnUo his rige 
any longer. 

The proconsul first ordered St. Andrew to he scourged, fe?ea lietora 
inccessiyely whipped his naked bo^y ; and seeing his invincible patienco 
•nd constancy, commanded bim to be erioified ; bot te be ^eoed to th« 
cross with cords instead of nails, that bis deiith might be more lingeria(p 
and togiouB. As be -was led to the place €i execution, walking with ^ 
composed mind, the people cried oat that • good and ipncNBent man woe 
iMijuitiy condemned to di^ Qn bit eomiog to the cross, hie saluted itte 
the following miuunei^ : I have long deilred ami ejcpected this happy fawiu 
The eioashat beea eomecrated by the l^ody of CilkieT bunging oo % mai 
adoned with bia members as with so many inestimable jemeu: l ^ra» 
fore come joyfally and triumpbiiig to it, that it may seeelva me as a discipto 



aad foltower of him who once hong opqn il, mi ho the iwaiis of carryin| 
foe safe jto my master, being tne instrameat on wUdi be keteotoed He ani 
al4^ people fRNtt efeclaitiag misery. 
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Having oflFered up hit pnyeri to the throna of grmee, and ahoiied tbi 
people to constancj and peneveranee in the religion be had deOveied to 
tbem, he was fastened to the crou» on which be bong two whole dsya, 
taoehing and instrncUngtbe people, la Ibe mean time, great intefHt wae 
wnde to the proeonful to ipare bit life ; bai the apostle earaeit^ bq^ged 
•f the Almighty, that he mi^ht now depart, and leal the tmth oC hie 
neligion with Lis bbod. His prayers were heard, and he immediately ex- 
Mrrd on the last day of Noto ber, bat in what year is ooC rec o rded by 
Bifltorians. 

The cross on which he infTered, appears to have been tomeliiing peeil- 
iarin the form of it. and is commnnally thought to have been a-croM dii- 
enisate, or two pieeei of timber crossing each other in the centre. In the 
form of the letter X, hence nsnally known by the name of SL Andcew^f 
efr>9 ; ihuogh some aflBrm he sufered death on an olive4ree, and odt oa 
acrou 

After hts body was taken from the cross, it was decently and honorably 
interred by 5fajcimilla, a lady of great quality and estate, and who Nice- 
pboras tells ns, was wife to the proconsol. Coo stan tine the great after- 
wards removed his body to Constantinople, and boried it in the great 
cborch h» had bnilt to the honoor of the apostles ; bot this stractore being 
taken d^wn some haodred of years after, in order to rebuild it, by JusUn- 
ian the emperor, the body of SL Andrew was found in a wooden coffin, 
and Sixain deposited in the place where it was first interred. 

We hare the following encomiastic character of St. Andrew, from He« 
aycfaius, presbyter of Jerusalem, with which we shall conclude this aocoont 
«if bis life. '* St. Andrew was the first born of the apostolical ehoir, the 
princijial and first pillar of the church, a rock before the roekt the foun- 
dation of that foundation, the first fruits of the beginning* a caller before 
he was railed himself ; he preached that gospel which was not yet rereaied 
and made kno'iVn that life to his brother, which he had not yet perfectly 
learned hims'tir.* so great treasures did that onei|uestion bring him, illiif- 
ttr. xchere dzcdlesi ikou f which he soon perceived by the answer. Come 
USA s»i'. How art thou become a prophet ? whence thus divinely skilful ? 
whnt is it that (hio soondest in Pater^s ears, ** We have fonnd him of 
whntn M ises and the prophets did write,^' &c. Why dost thou attempt 
to f-oinpass him whom thou canst not comprehend ? how can he be found 
who is omnipresent ? Hat he knew very well what he said, we have found 
bin) whom Adam lost« whom Eve injured, whom the clouds of sin have 
liidden i'i om us, and to whom our transgressions had hitherto rendered us 
atrangi'Ts. Thus had St. Andrew the honor of being the lirst apostle that 
pmeh*^d the gospel of the Son of God ; as appears by bis declaration reci- 
ted abo\re/' 

An AccoirwT or St.B ARTHOLOME \V, the APOSTLE. 

WC learn fram the evangelical history of the election of the apostles, 
that St. Barthoio'o^w was one of the twelve : because he Is but jnst nam- 
ed, wilht^ut any further notice taken of him, the generality of writers, au- 
dent and modern, suppose he lay coneealed under the name of Nathanaei, 
one of the first disciples that came to Chrtst. Accordingly we nuiy ob- 
serve, that as St. J aim n^ver mentions liartholomew in the number of the 
apostlfts, soLh<-- other eviingelists talcc no notice of Nathanael. probably as 
being the sami person under two diflf<!rcnt names : and as in St. John, 
Mifipaml Nathaniel are joined to^t»tjior in their coming to Crrirt ; so 
in the reit of ih-? evin^»iist5, Pbliip and Bartholomew are constantly put 
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together ; cerUinW for qo other feasoiiv thtn heoaoie they were joiotly cab- 
led to the apottleship : but what renders thif opidion still more prohabr^ 
48, that Nathfthmel u ptrticalarty metitioned amoiig»t the other apj9^ 
ties, to whom oar Lord appeared at the sea of Tiberias after his rtw 
surrection. 

ll is not reasonable to sdppoie that Barthclonie^ wajs the proper nanris 
9f this apostle, any more than Bar Jona was the proper name of Peter; 
litki given to denote his relatite capaeity, either as a son or a scholar. If it 
infers to his father, he was the son of Thalmai, a name not nncommoj^ 
amongst the Jews : if to his sect ar a scholar, he* was of the school ot tht 
Thalmsaost so called from their founder Thalmiel, scholar to fleiier, this 
ancient master of the Hebrews. Kow it was nsnal for scholars, out of a 
great reverence to their master, or first institutor of the order, to adopt his 
Aanie» m Ben-esra, Ben nziel, and the like : but which ever of these coit- 
Jectures appears most satisfactory to the reader, either will be sniBliclent fofc- 
my purpose, namely,' to reconcile the difference there seems to be betweea 
St. John and the other evangelists about the name of this apostle, the one 
calHng him by his prd^r name, and the other by his relative or paternd 
appellatfott. 

St. Aognstin^ indeed seemed to object, that it Is not probable that ov^ 
blessed Savionr;' who proposed to confound the vrisdom of this world by 
the preaching -of Illiterate men, would choose Natbanael a doctor of tUfe 
)aw, to be one of hia apostles : but this objection will appear to be built * 
on a sandy fooudation, if we consider, that the same argument is as strong 
against Philip, of whose knowledge in the law and the prophets, there is aa 
-atroUg evidence -in the history of the gospel as for that of Nathanael ; 
and may be orged with 'still greater force 'against St. Paul, whose abilitiea 
fh bartab learmihg, #epe remarfcably |^t, and fewwere more eoroplcta 
masters of the Jewish law, than that great apostle. 

This difficulty being remorred,. we shall proceed to the history of thia 
apostle, and odnsMAr the names of ^Natbanael and Bartholomew as belong* 
Ing tO'olie*aod the same, and not- twd- persons. 

As tobttfAeseeritand family, so^ie are of opinion that he vsas a Syrian, 
and that he was descended from the. Ptolemies of Egypt^' probably for'n4 
other' i^^asoB than the mere analogy and soond of the^aM't^ but it is phriii 
from the evangelical history, that be was a Galilean, St. John having ex- 
pressly told us, that Nalhanaal waaiofCana in tbat'paft of Jodea. Ilis trade 
and manner of life are not mentioned m Scripture, though from some cir- 
etimstantes there is room to imagine that he was a fisherman : iMt however 
thsitbe, he was at his first coming to Christ, condncled l>y Philip, wh» ' 
told him they had now found the long expected Messiab' so often foretold 
by Moses and th^ prophets, ** Jesus of. Nazareth, the son eMoseph."*T- 
And when he objected that , the Messiah could not be born ia Naaareth, 
Philip desired him to come and satisfy himself of the trnth. 

Our blessed Saviour, on bis approach, entertained him with this honoufa- 
ble character, that he was **an Israelite indeed,*' a man of true simplici- 
ty and dignity ; and indeed his simplicity particularly appears in this, that 
when he was told of Jesus, lie did not. object against the meanness .of bis 
originaK the fow condition of his parents, or the narrowness of their for- 
tunes, but only against the place of his birth, which, as be justly oj^rved, 
could not be ISazareth, the scriptures peremptorily fQretelUng that tha 
Messiah should be born at Bethlehem. ^ 

This apostle was sreatly surprised at onr Lord^s salutation, wonderinjp 
how he could know him at first sight, being certain that he bad never be- 
fore seen his face : but he was answered, that he had seen him whUe hf 
was yet under the figtree, even before Philip called him. Convinced faj 
this instance of ourLord*s divinity, be presently n^ade lb fs confession, that 
be was now snrc that Jesus was the promised Alessiab, tie Son of Go^^ 
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apm he M Appointed to govera hit charcb. Oor Uened Sarioorlpl^ 
y that if. from t|^U iniUnce, he ooald bdieve bim to be the Bletiiily 
k ibottM hevf far greeter ergnftienti to coofirm his fiiith ; fitr Uiat he 
ihonTd hereafter beliold the heavebt opened to receive him« add ilie angelf 
tlaibl^ appcariog to attend hit triamphant entrftoce into the ktHa cSf 
heaTcnt* 

After the titible detteht ofliie Holy Ghbit oo the apottl^, Sl fbcthpl- 
omew vuited different parts of the world to preach the ^oseel, aod MA* 
'trated at far as the hither India. Having spent a coniSderpble tieMitlfK|e. 
mnd in the eastern extremities of Asia, he reUirned to the Dothero wia 
Western parts: and we find him at Hierapolis in Phrygiat UwariDf .^ 
concert with St. Phil?^, to plant Christianitj in those parts, and to conrYOcp 
the blind idolaters of the evil of their ways and direct them in the pntin 
that lead to the regions of felicity. This enraged thebigotted BiagifltrMvk 
end he was, together with St. Philip, designed for Martyrdom ; and in Qi^ 
der to Ibis fastenf^d to a cro»i : but a soddeo trembling and notidlB ^tiie 
earth convinced the idolaters i[iat the justice of OinnipoMnce wori^ f* 
Teoge their deaths ; so that they took him immediately down Mu^ thp 
cross and dismissed him* 

St. Baflhotomttw pasK-d from hence into LycaoniA ; i(nd St, Cki^iortoni 
assures us, that he instructed &. trained hp the inhabitnnta in. th(| f^nrtstian 
discipline. His last remove was to Adrianople in Great AnileQiay a Ipbee 
jniserably overrun with idolatry, from whence he laboured to reelaiip th6 
principle : but bis endeavours to ^' turn them from darkness nnto tigbtt alA 
from the power of Satan unto God/' were so far from having t)w daiH^ 
effect, that it provoked the roagiitrates, who prevailed on the. gjO^^riiar to 



put him to death, whieb he eheerfolly underwent, aealing with liii 
the truth of the doctrine be bad preached. 

We are told by some of the ancients, tbat he was cfpeiJm _.^ 
head downwards ; and bj others* that he was aiajfed nlivtt.. ,^rhiipfi I0 
lufTered both ; Plutarch records a particular instance of iffp^tea, ttp 
Persian eunnch, whp was first %hytd «live, and then crnc||Md ;,dn«ltiie 
inhabitants of Adrianople nr.ight easily horrow this barbai^qs nnd ftihooMn 
cruelty from the Persians, who were remaclubljr severe in tbdr funiyhnwnW; 

■fV ■'!' ■'!■ ■•l'ja*F^^F'**Fr^*'P^' 

A* Actotfnr of St. BARNABAS, the APOSTLEv 

THIS apostle #as at first called JoseS, a softer terminaliMi gtiuMgf 

gven b^ the Greeks to Joseph ; his fellow disciples added the name of Bf^tta- 
is,as significant of some f>xtrar)rdlnary property in him. St. Lnke inteijirets 
it. ** the son of consolatior." which he was ever ready to administer Id fhe 
sfilicted, both by tvord and action ; as his comfortable discoorses* hit sel- 
ling his own estate, and the collecting the benevolence of others, fiic the 
poor indigent Christians, abundanUy testify. St. Jerom observes thiit Ms 
name also denotes ** the son of a prophet:" and in this resipect likewise h 
was well suited to onr apestle, as being eminent for his endowmeaU ndd 
prophetic gifts. 

St. Bamabai was a descendant of the tribe of Levi, of a ftmily renoivd 
out of Jodea, and settled in the isle of Cyprus, where they had pnrefaai- 
«d an estate, as the Levites might do out of their own country. Itis 
parents finding their son of a promisi':^ genius and disposition, placed hnii 
In one of the schools nf Jerusalem, under the tuition of Gamaliel, and St* 
IViufs master; a circumstance which, in all probability, laid the founda- 
tion for that intimacy which afterwards sub«isted between these two euh 
^ent servants of J£sus Christ. 
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St. ^pi^bas is 0rst mentioned in tlie Holy Scriptnre, in the record of 



M tbey should think fit^ amongst the indigent followers of the Holy Jesf7«. 
ThU wioctby exaniple was foTlaured by those who were blessed f^itb the 

«odsof foctane ^ hoUe kept their dfenty to themielvet, but tarn^ their 
^s and'U^nds ib\o money, and devoted it to the common ose of ih4 
church. Sti fiarnabas Is indeed mentioned as selling the most valbablft 
Mate 6tL this occasion ; or being the most forward and ready to t>egin a 
^Qmmon stoclt ^nd set others a Uudabie pattern of charity and Mneirblend^ 
to (he Dre^irf Q. 

.Our u»68tle bow blicaiiie. coiisi^erahle iii the ministry and governmeiil 
of the church ; lor We find that St. Pad! coming to Jerusalem three years 
after hi,^ conVersij^.i^ if^nd i]iot rea(I,i!y procuring admittance into the churchy 
pecause he had been so grieVous a per^ecuter of it, and might slil) bp 
^pspj^ted of f design to betray it, be addressed himself to Barnabas as a 
teadihg man amongst the Christians, and one that had personal knowledge 
of himt . Ha ticcordingly introduced him to Peter and James and satisfied 
fhem (u the sincelr^y bf his conveTsioni and in what a miraculous raanncft 
k Was brought about* 

The agreeable news was brbnght to Jertisalemi about four or five yeaf's 
a^etwardft that several of their ^>dy, who had been driven out of Jud<^ 
tiy the presecntions raised abdut St. Stephen, had preached at /lntio(% 
yriih such auccess, that a great number, both of Jews and p^oselyt^, 
^bli^iiced Chrislianity, and were desirous that some of the superior 
torder would edine down and confirm them. This request was imme« 
iliatfily granted ; and fiarnabas was deptited to settle this new planta* 
tioo. Upon his arrival, be ftjoiced extremely, to see what progress the 
^ospfil had made limoiigst them ; and earnestly exhorted them to con- 
nnne immovable in their professidn of Christ Jbscb. ' And bciihg him- 
aelf a good man j and full of the Holy Ghost; tLpA of faith, bis chitfitabAGi 
ficeds accoinpanjihg his discourses^ and his pidns life exemplifying his sdund 
doctrine, the people Were greatly Infiuenced by him, aiid veryiar^ addi- 
tions were made to the Christian church : but there being too larg6 a field 
^or one labourer, he went to fetch Pant from Tarsvf^ who came back with 
him to Antioch^ and assisted him a whole year in establishing that church. 
Their {aboprs prospered, their assemblies were crowded, and the disciples, 
who before this were called amongst theniselves *^ brethren, believers* 
elect," and by their enemies NdzareneSf and GatiUanSf were now called 
Chrisjticos first in this city. 

While these aaostles preached in Antioch, Agahns, a prophet, gfive the 
ctinrch liotice, tnat there would shortly be a ^reat famine throughout the 
Roman empire ; especially in Judea- un hearing this prophecy the Chris- 
tians of Adtioch co^9iderlng the number and necessities of their brethren 
at Jerdsalcimb and how generously the rich amongst them had exhausted 
ihieir estate ia maintaining the poor, determined to send them assistance 
ligainat the eosoUig scarcity, v^hlch they raised by contributions according 
to every^ man's abilities, and sent it to the heads of the church at Jerusa- 
lem, by the hantdf of fiar^iabM >Dd Paul. This famine lay heavy on Ja- 
dea, dnrUig the four yeats government of Caspins Fadus, and Tiberiat 
Alexander, who, ttnder the emperor Claudius^ were presidents of tijiat 
province. 

Aflcr the qvoitlef had fulfilled their charitable embassy, and staid some 
,Ume at Jeru^em ^ see the good effect of it, they returned again to An- 
tipch bringing with them John, whose surname was Mark, the son af 
lilary, sister to Barnabas ; and at whose house the disciples found both 
sejcority for their personi^ aad coorqucocy for the soIenmitiQ) of their 
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worfbip. Bot soon •dtt the apoatlefr' retarn to ADtiocb, an u^km reve' 
liiliun wa> made to the church, by the moatfa of one of the prophets who 
jniniitcred there, that Barnabas and Paol thoald be ftet apart for to extra- 
cirdinarv work, uoto which the Holy Ghoit bad appointed them. Upoa 
thu declaration the church aet apart a day for a solemn mission, and after 
devout praver and fasting, they laid L) eir hands upon them, and ordained 
them to their office ; wh>ch was tu travel over certain couotriei, and 
|)reach the gospel to the Gentiles: from this joint commiisioo, BaroabM 
obtained tie name of an apostle, not only amongst later writers' of Iba 
church, bat with St. Paul himself, and with St. Luke, in Ibe biatory of 
the acts of the apostles wriUen by him. 

Be\w^ thus consecrated '* the apostles of the Gentiles," tbey entered 
upon their ministry taking with tlieci John Mark for their minister <ir 
deacon, who assisted them in mao> ecclesiastical offices, particalarly in 
taking care of the poor and receiving contributions for them. 

After their departure from Anticch, the first city they visited was Se- 
Idcia, a city of Syria, adjoining to the sea ; from whence tbey sailed for 
Ihe island of Cyprus, tiic native place of St. Barnabas, and arrived at Sa- 
l^rois, a port formerly remarkable for it's trade. Here they boldly preach- 
ed the doctrines of the gospel, in the synagogue of the Jews ; and frotti 
thence travelled to Pa()ho^, the capital of the island. Here their preach- 
ing was attended with remarkable success ; Servius Paulus, the proconsnf, 
being amongst others, converted to the faith of the gospel. 

Having quitted Cyprus, they crossed the sea to preach in Pampbyliti 
where theii deacon John, to the great grief of his uncle Barnabas, left 
them, and returned to Jerusalem. The apostles afterwards went to Perga, 
where they did uol continue long, but travelled seventy or eightjr mileg 
northward to Antioch in Pisidia, so called to distingiush it frooi Antiocfa in 
Syria, where the apostles received their ordination. Here they preached 
to the Jews in their synagogue ; but meeting with blasphemous opposition, 
they told them plainly, that they thought it reasonable to preach the got* 
pel first to them ; bot as they had so unthankfully rejected it they would 
now make the tame offers of salvation to the Gentiles, according to tbe 
commandment of God, by his prophets: but the exasperated Jews stirred 
«p some of the principal citizens to persecqte them, and force tfaera to 
leave the city; whereupon they departed from Antioch, and came to Iconl- 
am, the metropolis of Lycaonia, where they continued a considerable 
time, preaching in the synagogues with great success: bat, at last, -tbe 
old spirit of Jewish rage and malice prevailed against them, and oblijS'^ 
them, in ncder to avoid the madness of the multitude, to retire to Derbfr, 
a city of Lycaonia. 

They returned from Derbe iQ Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch in PIsidic, 
" confirming the souls of Ihe disciples, and exhorted them to continue in 
ihe faith ; and that wc must through much tribulation enter into tbe king- 
dom of God.'' After a short stay, they again visited the cbnrches of 
Pamphylia, Perga, and Attalia where they took ship and sailed to Antioch 
in Syria, the place from whence they first set out. Presently after they 
arrived, they called the church of the city together, and gave them an 
account of their travels, and of the great succcs which had aUended their 
preaching in the Gentile world. 

Tlicy bad not long continued in this city, before their assistance was 
required to compose a difference in this church, occasioned by some of 
Uia Jewish converts, who endeavoured to persuade th^Genttles, that they 
were bound to observe the law of JMoses, as well as that of Christ ; and 
be circumcised as well as be baptized. Barnabas endeavoured to*' per- 
suade the zealots from pressing such unnecessary observations ; bot all bia 
endeavours proving inefiectual, he was deputed with St. Paul and oUiers, 
to go to the church at Jeiu8alera» to submit tbe question to be determined 
there in a full assembly. 
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'' Daring; Cheir stay at JertiBaleiii, Mark, in all probaUlity, reconciled Mtt^ 
self to bit unclie Batnadas, and returned with liim and St. PadI to Ant^ 
<ich, after they had sacceeded in tlieir bminess at Jernsalem, and obtained 
» decree from the synod there, that the Gentile converts thonld not baria 
xircamciskra and ether Mosaic riles imposed open them, as they werw 
now under the gospel dispensation. 

The ndinds of the Gentiles were greatly quieted and comforted by tliis 
determination ; nevertheless it did not preveut the i)tgotted Jews frorin 
Jceepine up a separation from them ; and that with so much obstinacy^ 
that wheri St. Peter ^ome time after came to Antioch, be, for fear of of- 
fending them ; cohtradicl^d his former practice, and l|ite speech and vote in 
the synod of Jerusalem, by refraining from ail kind of commnnion with the 
Gentiles ; and Barnabas himself, though so great and good a man, was ifi^ 
duced, by the authority of bis exam jie, to commit the same error ; though 
jdoubtless, on being reproved by St. Paul, they both took more courage^ 
and walked according to thai true liberty and freedom which the gospel 
imparts. 

After this transaction, Paul made a proposal to Barnabas, that they should 
repeat their late travels amongst the Gentiles, and see bow the churches 
they had planked increased in their numbers, and improved in the doctrines 
they had taught them. Barnabas very readily complied with the proposal, 
but desired they might take with them tbeir . reconciled nephew, John 
Mark. This Paul absolutely refused, because in their former voyage, Mark 
Jhad not shewn the constancy of -a faithful minister of Christ, bat consult- 
ed bis own ease at a dangerous juncture, departed from them withoiat 
leave at Pamphylia, and relumed to Jerusalem. Barnabas still insisted oa 
taking him, and the other continuing as resolute to oppose it, a short debate 
arose, which terminated in a rupture ; whereby these two holy men, who 
bad for several years been companions in the ministry, and with united 
endeavours propagated the gospel of the Son of God, how. took different 
provinces. Barnabas, with his kinsman, sailed to his own country, Cy- 
pnis ; and Paul travelled to the churches of Syria and Ciiicia, taking SiUs 
.with him. 

. The aacred wi:iters give us no account of St. Barnabas, after his separa- 
tion from St. Paul ; nor are the ecclesiastical writers agreed aroongts tbemt 
selves with regard to the actions of our apostle, after his sailing for Cyprus: 
this however seems to be certain, that he did not spend the whole remain- 
der of his life in that island, but visited different parts of the world, 
prefiching the glad tidings of, the gospel, healing the sick, and working 
other miracles amongst the Gentiles ; and after, long and painful travel8« 
attended with different degrees of success in different places, he returned 
to Cyprus, his native country, where he suffered martyrdom in the fol- 
lowing manner : certain Jews coming from Syria to Salamis, where Bar- 
nabas was then preaching the gospel, were h^hly exasperated at his ex- 
traordinary success, fell upon bim as he was disputing in the synagogue, 
dragged bim out, and after the most inhuman tortures, stoned him to 
death. His kinsman, John Mark, who was a spectator of this barbarooa 
action, privately interred his body in a cave, "where it remained till the 
time of the emperor Zeno, in the year of Christ 4S5, when it was discov- 
ered laying on his breast, with St. Matthew's gospel in Hebrew, writtea 
with his <VBvn band. 

An epistle in Greek is still extant, which bears this apostle's name : bot 
the church has not received it into the canon of Scripture : and, for that 
reasQji, both Ensebius and St Jerom call it apocryphal, though they do not 
deny it's being the work of St. Barnabas. Clemens Alexandrinus and 
Origen often quote it as bis, and Monardus, who published the Greek 
with the old Latin version, sufficiently shews, that it is the same known to 
the ancients, because all their quotations are feund io it. The style ef it 
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IVtemlfes thit of the apostolical age ; tot it appean to have ta« written 
feme time after tin deiUuction of Jeraialeia, a peripd wUch SW BarQatMl 
aaaj eajilj be 5 opposed to aorrire : the beginDiDc of it it w a at i a^ aqd tbi 
loieriptjon, if ever it had any ; bat the matter offit ^f idently Aeniii Aafc 1I 
^was written to such Jews ai are mentioned in the fifteenth cbeptec c|( Uifi 
acts, veho havic^ embraced Christian iiy, still beid, that the ebaervu!^ of 
the ceremonial law was necessary to salration : bat this law SL B araaba it 
abeirs to be abolished by the gospel, and that the costomi of ifc afebtna 
consequence to the Chrutians. The latter part contains escelleot preeepti^ 
deaTered onder two difierent similitudes, the one of light, thp.oth^^ 
darkness ; the former onder the conduct of the angels cf Goid, the lattice 
under the influence of the angels of Satan. The way of light ia |k fOiaiB^ 
fy of what the Christian is to do. that he may attun etarnaf bagHiie«i ; an^ 
the way of darkness represents those particular sins and ?icea which exr 
clnde iR^n fiom the kingdom of heaven. He closes the whole with pressrr 
ing Christians to live in such a manner, while they sojonrn in thif vale of* 
mi*ery. that they may after they quit it, enjoy the pleasures of the heaveo'jp 
panaao^ and inherit the kingdom of glory for ever and ever. 

Ak Account or St. PHILIP, the APOSTLE. 

St. PHILIP was a native of Bethsaida, the ci^ of Andrew and PeCer. 
He had the honor of being first called to be a disciple of the great Mesdr 
lih, which happened in the following manner. Our blested Savloiir, sboi^ 
after his retnrn from the wilderness, where he had been tempted by Ch« 
devW, met with Andrsw^n J his brother Peter* and after some diftcbm^ 
Darted from them. The next day, as he was passhig through Gtlilee, be 
found Phi tp, whom he presently commanded to follow him» the conMad^ 
form he made bse of in calling his disciple*, and those that inseparably kf- 
Cended him ; so that the prerogative of being first called, evidehtly belorigl 
to Sr. Philip, he being the first of our Lord's disciples ; fqr thoogfa An- 
drew and St. John were the first that came and converse^ with tb^ Sar 
lioor of the world, yet they immediately returned to their occupation^ 
alid were not called till a whole year afterward)*. 

Onr aposll*: was not idle after the honour be had reenved oT.hein|{ 
railed to attend the Saviour of the world ; he immediateW fmpfert^d thst 
glad -tidings of the Messiah's appearance to his brother STathanteU W^ 
conducted him to Jssr.s: so ready is a good inau to ^oodiict (Hiheli In 
the paths that lead to happiness and -pea9e. 

We have very lillte recorded of St. 'Philip by the evtnplisty efler W| 
being <^lled to the apo?tlrshrp. It was, however, to him that odr SavlM 
propnrcd th? qucs'inr?, 'where they should find bread sufficient to sbtiifi 
thcliuiiofrof 30 [^r'iat a mnltitude ? To which Philip inswfered^ tiat ft 
was not pa'.y to procure jo large a quantity ; not considering, thaitil'wU 
eqtiallj easy for almir^hty power to feed double the oomber, wUeiniit 
piep*ed to exert itsr.tr. It was also to the same apdstle, that theGentlkt 
j:ro4e?ytcs. who came up to worship at Jerusalem, applied, when they wei* 
f^^ssiroiis >o sf»e the Saviour of the world: and it was With Him bor Ljrt4 
hid the discourse a little before t^e paschal supper, when lie WM |oStl| 
aboQt to eaffer. 

While the holy ccmpa55icnate Jesus was fortifying the ibitld* <rf hfi 
disciples with proper coniidf.ralions against his departure filhn tbtrhf^^ 
had told them, a pl«cr in (!.? maniions of the heavenly Canaan : thatef^ 
vai 'Mhft Way, Tro'lj srrj iho L Te ;" thaf'no man cooH coriie to the 
Father but by hir.V' feud tf ai kii?\vipg hi m, '» they both kncW tod hM\ 



SmUie FaAeri" Philipn^ thorooghlyvndentftiidiDfl; tlie foree of fak 
Mttr's^ rea^mgs begged of liim that hp woald shew thiem the Father.-* ' 
Weean hardly fopiiote thftt jphilip shoiild have aach groia conceptioni 6il[ 
()ie Deity, at toifpftgine t)ie Father io vested with a corporeal and vidbls 
^t«rd; bat Gb jaiST having tQld'tliem that they had sees bim, aod khow- 
iDg l^at of old €rod frequently appeared in a viflible shape, he only desire^ 
^bat be would manifest himself to thei|i by some such appearance. Our 
lA»rd gfnUy reproved bis ignorance, that aiter attending so long to bis lA^ 
itrdctions, he should not know, that be was the image. of his Father, th<^ 
fixpress chwnscters of bis infinite wisdom, power, & goodness, appearing m 
bim ; that he mid and did nothing but by bia Father's appojntmeto.t, wbicb«^ 
K they did not believe, bis miracles were a sufficient evueoce ; that such 
flemands were therefore nnneoessary and impertinent ; and that it was aa 
indication of great weakness in him, after three years education under bit 
^iscipHpe and instruction, t9 appear so ignorant with regard to these par-; 
iiculars. 

We are toM by the ancients, that in the distribution made by the apos- 
Des .uf.tl^e several regiops of the world, the Upper Asia fell to the share of 
St. Phiiip, where he applied himself with an indefatigable diligence and 
Industry, to turn the children of men from the paths of wickedness which 
lead to destruction, to ways that terminate in e^rnal felicity : and by tlie 
f^onstancy & power of bis preaching, ^ tb'eeftcitey of his miracles^ he gain- 
fd numerous converts, whom he baptized into the Christian faith, coring at 
pnce their bodies of infirmities & distempers, & their sools- of error & kftolar 
try. He continued with them a considerable time in settling churches, an^ 
f^pOtnling them iBpirituLl g^des and mihisten, 

'/ tfaving several years successfoHy exercised, his a»oitob'c4] office in M 
^HUSe parts, be came at last to Hierapolis in Pbrygia, a city remavkahly 
rich 'and populous, but at the same time over-run with the most enormous 
idolatry: amongst the many vain and trifling deities, to whom tbey [Mid 
iN^Hgidns adoration, was a serpent or dragon, of an enormous mag^ 
fiitude whSch they worshipped with the pioit aokmo reverence and do^ 
ydtion. 

iEteing grieved to see the peopfe SQ wretchedly endaved by error wli 
fbperstitioh, St. Philip contmuaily offered his addresses tQ beaven, tiH 49. 
)ifs prayers, and often cafltng npon tb^ nameof CHaisT, be procured tbtt 
death, or, at least, vanishing of this famous and beloved serpent, ftjmviny 
fbii's demolished their deity, be demonstrated to tbem, how ridicalons ajHf 
fii^'st it w«s fbr tbem to pay divine honours to such^toos creatures, shew* 
ed them that Crod alone was to be worshipped as the great parent of tiro 
fl^orld, *who, In the beginning' made man aftdr bis gloriom image, 
i^nd when falkn from that innocent and happy state, sent his owir 
Son into thb world to redeem tbem ; that, ip order to perform Uiia 
gtoriou's work, he died on the cr^ss, and rose again from the de«d.f 
and at the end of the world will conie again to raise aU the som oO 
tpfjn from the chambers of the dost, and sentence then to everbetiagi 
Rewards apd' punishments^ accordipg to their works, lim discpmiB' 
i^otised tbem from their lethargy ; so that great numbers were ashamed -^ 
Ibel'r late idolatry, a||id embra^tbe dpctnnes of the gospel with eaiticM^ 
ness ahd sincerity. 

The great eoeipy of mankind, being provoked at this success bad recom*i» 
lo Ills Old tnefiibds, cruelty and per^ecuti#i. The magistrates of Mi city 
seisfid thb dpiostle, and having thrown him into prison, caused him 16 0lW 
ifev^re'h scdnrged. When this preparatory cruelty was over,<iie was hid tm 
execution, and, beitf|; bound, was banged against a pilhir; or, aceoidhfg< 
to other?, crucified : but Omnipotence did not behold this scene of cradljr • 
^ffhout testifying his anger ; for when this indefatigable apostle was «k- 
piriog, tbe earth "be^n suddenly to quake, and the ground wherei^)^* 
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Aead, his bodjf was Uken down by St. Sartfaa!omew, his feHow-laboortr 
Ui the gospel, ADd Mariam DC, St. Philip's sister, the constant companion of 
his travels, and deceotl^f buried ; fifter which they confirmed the people in 
the Taith of CaaisT, and departed from those parts. 

The ancient vyriters noanimoasly agree that hs was a married man; 
and Clemens of Alexandria, that he had daughters, whom he disposed «f 
in marriage: bat be, not carefully distingaishing between Philip Che det* 
cfOQ, who lived -^tCesarea. with bis three virgin daughters, as mentioned 
in the acts of the apostles, has caused some confusion amongst the ancient 
authors : nay. some have concluded, that tliey were one and the Mtan 
persons ; though cne was called to the apostleship by onr Lord himself, and 
the other only a deacon chosen by the apostles at Jerusalem, nfter Um de- 
Bcent oftbe 'loly Ghost upon them. ' 

It does not appear that St. Philip left any writings behind Mm, folly em- 
ployed in miuistries more immediately nsefal to the haziness of man[dn4 
as an apostic. 

'^\* '^%^ *»*' '•ivjj^*^!*'^^/*'*^/*'*^/*' 

St, SIMON, the Apostle, surnamed the ZEALOT. 

THIS apostle was, as some think, one of the 4bor brothers of theSoii' 
rionr, sons of Joseph by his former marriage; though the only proof of it 
It, that ofi'i of these was called Simon, two weak an argument to found 
any on, except a b&re conjecture. In the eatalo<;ue of the apostles, he is 
styled '* Simon the Canaanite,*' whence some conjecture he was bora 
in Cana of Galilee, and others will have him to have been the bridegroom 
mentioned by St. John, at whose marriage our blessed Saviour turned the 
water into wine : but this word hus no relation lo his country, or the place 
«»f his nativity, beiog derived from the Hebrew word knahy whiob signifies 
^al ; and denotes a wurm and sprightly temper. Whai some of the evan** 
geliats, therefore, call CanaanUe, others, renderiog the Hebrew by tlie 
Greek word, styled Zealot : not from his great zeal, his ardent affectioa 
to his Master, and a desire of advancing his religion in the world, but from 
bis warm active temper, and zoaloas fowardness in some particular sect eC 
religion, before our Saviour called him to be a disciple. 

That we may understand this the better it will be necessary to obseree, 
that as there were several sects and parties amongst the Jews, so there 
was one, either a distinct sect, or, at least, a branch of the Pharisees, called 
the Sect of the Zealots : these were remarkable assertors oftbe honour ef 
the law, and of the strictness and purity of religion, assuming a liberty to 
themselves of questioning notorious offenders, without staying for the er* 
dinary formalities of the Idw ; nay, they did not scruple, when tbey thonght 
it necessary, to inflict capital punishments upon them: thus, when a blas^ 
phemer cursed God by the name of an idol, the Zealot who first met W*i 
had the liberty of killing him, without carrying him before the Sanbedrinu 
They considered themselves as the successors of Phineas, who in defenee 
of the honour of God, inflicted deith on Zimri and Cosbi : an set wUeh 
was ** counted unto him for righteousness unto all generations for eMC 
more ;'' and God was so well pleased with it, that he. made *' him and his 
seed after him the coveaent of an everlasting priesthood, bepaose be wis 
ssealou:! fir his God, and made an atonement for Israel." 

Whatever St. Simon was b'ifore, we can have no reason to sospecty but 
that after his conversion he was vary zis^lous for the honour of his master* 
fnd considered a!i those who were enemies to Christ, as enemies^ohioi* 



UFE OF JBSUS GHaiStf ^md kU AF08TLE9, Jffc. m 

jd^ lu>tr near soever they might be to him ip any n^oral relation : and be 
'yn%» very exact in all the practical datiei of the Christian religion, se be 
ahewed a very serious and ptoos indignation towards those who professed 
Religion, and a faith in Christ, with their months* but dishonoured their 
. lacred profeasiun. by their irregular and vicious lives, as many of the first 
Cbristans really did, and became heretics and apostates. 

We are told by Theodoret, that St. Simon the Zealot was of tlile tribo. 
cf Zebulon or Naphtali, and that by this particular he was distinguished' 
from St« Siroon,a relation of our blessed Saviour, and after St. James, 
l»ishop of Jerusalem, who was of the tribe of.Jndah ; but there are strong- 
er reasons to prove this difference, the authority of Eosebiusy who nevec 
calls Simon bishop of Jerusalem an apostle, but says expressly tliat the* 
fpostolicage, ended with his death* who died before Simon bishop of Je* 
rusalem. 

It appears, that St Simon continued in communion with the rest of the 
•postlesand disciples at Jerusalem ; and at the feast of Pentecost, receiV-, 
CO the same miraculous gift of the Holy Ghost : so that he was qualifiea 
with the rest of his brethren for the apostolic office, in propagating the 
gospel of the Son of God ; & we cannot doubt of his exercising his gifts witbf 
the same zeal and fidelity, though in what part of the world, is uncertain^ 
some said he went into Egypt, Cyrene, and ilfrica, preaching the gospel te 
the inhabitants of those remote and barbarous countries : arid ethers add, 
that after he had jast passed through these burning wastes, he took ship, 
end visited the frozen regions of the North, preaching the gospel to the in- 
iiabitants of the westren parts, and even in Britain itself, where having con* 
▼erted f^reat multitudes; and sustained the greatest hardships and perseci^ 
lions, he was at length crucified, and buried in some ptrtof Greilt BritieOy 
km the particular spot cannot be ascertained. 

--J#- ->^- ^3M. .J^-% ^ .%1.- i.%t^ ..^t.. ^%.i^. 

Ak Account op St, MATTHIASr, the APOSTLE. 

St. MATTHIAS' not being an apostle of the first election, imme-* 
diately called and chosen by the Son of God himself, it cannot be expect- 
ed that any account of him can be found in the evangelical history. He 
was one of our Lord's disciples, probably one of the seventy, thst had at- 
tei^ded on him the whole time of his public ministry, and after his deatH 
was elected into Che apostolate, to supply the place of Jndas, who, after 
betraying his great Lord and Master, laid violent bands upon himself. 

As the defection of Judas had made a vacancy in the apostolic college^ 
the first thing the disciples did, after their return from Mount Olivet^ 
when their great Master ascended to the throne of glory, was to fill op this 
▼aeaney with a proper person. Accordingly, Peter acquainted them, that 
Jndas, according to the prophetical prediction, beiag fallen from his min- 
istryr it wBi necessary that another should be substituted in his room, afid 
at the same time requisite, that the person elected should have been aeon; 
ftant attendant on the blessed Jesus, that he might be the better quali- 
fied for bearing witness to his life, death, resurrection^ ascension, and in- 
tercession. 

St. Peter having thus addressed the ^j^mbly, tjfo persons were pro* 
posed, namely, Joseph called Carsabas, and Matthias, both of whom were 
duly qualified for that important oQee, Tiie method of election was by 
lots, a way con^mon both amongst the J^ewa and Gentiles for determining 
doubtful and difficult cases, especially in choosing judges or magistrates \ 
ond this course seems to have been taken by the apostles, because the Ho- 
ly Ghost was not yet given, by whoso immediate dicUtes and inspirationt 
Vifl| were efterwudt chiefly juided. 
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Thftt the bii9?ness m^ht process* with the greater alacrity and fltfec^fl^ 
ihey first solemnly made their addresses to hea?eQ, that the oninfcferif 
Berog, who governed the world, and perfectfy understood the tempers and 
cfispnsitioiis o tnehfWoald immediatel? gnide and direct the choice* and 
lihew them which of the two he would appohst to take that part ^ the 
apostolic cbarffe, from which Judas was sd lately fallen. The prayed 
bang ended, Aie'lots were drawn, by which it apjieared that Matthi^a 
was the person, and he was oumbefed amongst the twelve ipostl^ ac- 
cordingly. 

Soon afUir this electloii, the p^mtsed pos(rers df the Rofy OhMt fTerC 
conferred upoo the apostles/to qualify them for that great and ardabiifi 
employment npon which they were sent, the establishing the bflfy 
religion of the Son of €rod amongst the children of men in variddf paAi 
of the world. '* 

Th6 first yeai^ of the ministry of St. Matthias, wils spent Id Judesi 
%rhere he reaped a very considerable harvest of souls, and then travellatf 
ibto different parts of the world, to publish the glad-tidings of salration td 
peopfe who had never yet heard of the Saviour : but the particular parts fatf 
▼iiited are not certainly known. The Greeks suppose, that he trayelled 
eastward ; St. Jerom says, bis principal residence was fiear the influx of 
Che river Apsus into the haven of l^scus in Cappadocia : but the pedphi 
were remarkably rough and uncivilized, so that it is no wonder that he at 
hst fell a victim to their ferocity ; though this did riot happefi IHl afle# 
he imd long indefatigably laboured in the vineyard of his great Masteri 
and broaght over vast numbers to an acknowledgment and receptkm toff 
the truth. ■ ■ r 

We are tiot told by yhat kinf of death this apottte kft iht itfioM of 
mortality, and sealed the truth of the gospel he had so assidonsly p rea W 
ed with his bleod. Dorotheus says, he finished ' bis course at Sehastofde^ 
and was buried there near the temple of the sun. An ancient ttartyro-: 
logi&t reports him to have been seized by the Jews, and as a bla^hemer, 
to have been stoned^ aodlheo breaded t but the Ckeek ofBceS| vonpiortea 
heri^in by several ancient breviaries, tell us, that lie was cruclfiea. Hlf 
body is by some pretended to be now at Rome, ^here some relics of it 
are shawn with great veneration ; while others contend, that ijb y^ at 
Triers in ^rmaoy. BoUandos is of opinion, that the body of Maltiiiiasi0 
naw at Rome, is that of Matthias, who was bishop of Jerusalem in the yetf 
ISO. an4 whose history they have confounded with that of the apo,stIe 8^ 
Matthias j bat Popi&b. legends and traditions are in no instance to bo rf^ 
lied on.. 

An Account of the VIRGIN MARY, Mother of JESUS. 

WK are taught by the predictions of the prophets, that a virgin was le 
be the mother of the promised Messiah, & we are also assured by the noaiH 
imous concurrence of the evangelists, that this virgin^s name was Mary; 
the daughter of Joachim and Anna, of the tribe of Jodah, and married li 
Joseph of the same tribe. The Scripture Indeed tells us no more of tfct 
blessed virgin's parents^ than tha#she was of the family of David, and of 
the town of Bethlehem ; not so much as their names being mentioned* 
unless by Hell, fh St. Luke^s genealogy we understand Joachim the Vir- 
gin's father. AH that is said concerning the bhrth of Mary and her pannliy 
U to be found only in some apocriphal wirtings ; and which however aro 
very ancient. St. John says that Mary the wife of Cleophas, who was the 
Mother of those which the gospel styles our Lord's brethren, was the vir- 
gin's sister, Maiy then was of the royal race of Dmid ; tfao wit nlliii 
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iaknfUe to the family of Aktoa. sidco £l!tabelh (lie wi& of Zachuias, «iid 
hiotlwrof John the Baptiit, was the cqumo of Mary. 

Iq oonformity to the Greek cborch. the LAtUis hftye for some centuries^ 

eit honoared St. Joachim aa the falW ot St* Anoa* the mother of the 
»s8ed virgin ; and though Gkkl bath not been pleaied to acquaint qs with 
tiiepaftjculars of her birth ^ yet the Ron»an cbnrcb^ !h>m a gratefbl sense 
of the in^nite blessings conveyed to ns by the blessed Jb 89 9t hath long cel- 
^rated her conception on the eighth of December in the Wcat, and on tb« 
ijnth in the Kast, and her nativity bn the eighth of September. An anni- 
versary festival of her repreaeotatioo in the temple ii kept likewise on the 
^enty-first of xfovembar ; and it ia commonly believed, that she was 
consecrated to God at three years of age : bot not to bnild opon oncertaio- 
iiiBs,.thqf mach we are assured by the testimony of an angel, that she was 
happy above all other women in the divine favour ; that she was fall q( 
grace ; and that the Lord was in a peculiar manner with her. 

^ Whether the ooly virgin immediately after the annunciation, went up 
tQ the passover at Jerasalefai, [as some have imagined, this being the seasoQ 
of the year for. it] or not, we have no account from the evangelist St* 
I^nke : but this he assures us that a little while after she set out for Hebron, 
la city in the 'mountains of Judah in order to visit her cousin Elizabeth^ 
to congratulate her upon ber pregnancy, whfeh she bad learned from tlie 
l^igjBl, at an age when sach a blessing #a8 not usually to be expected. 

« No sooner had JMar^ entered the house, and began to speak i than, upon 
Elizabeth's hearing the voice of ber cousin^ salutation, her child, young 
4ohn the fiaptbt^ transported, with supernatural eitotions of joy, leaped in 
ner womb ; whereupon she was filled with the Holy Ghost, and being by 
4ivloe Inspiration ac^oajnted with the mystery of the incarnation, shere- 
aaluted Mary, and cried' out, '' Blessed art thou amongst women, and 
Ueased is the fruit of thy womb. And whence is th}ii to me, that the mo- 
i)ier of my Lord should come to me f f^6r lo, as soon as the voice of thy. 
Mlutation sounded in mine ears^ tl^ babe leaped in my womb for joy. 
J^tkd blessed is she that believed : for there shall be a performance of those 
i^ngs which wera told her from the Lord." Then Alary, filled with ac-. 
knowledgments. and supernatural Ikht, pnised God, saying, *' My soul 
doth magnify the Lord, It my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour," &e» 
Mary having continued here above three months, till Elizabeth was 
delivered as St. Ambrose thinks thiat she might see him on whose account 
^ principally made that visit, returned afterwards to her own bouse at 
I^azaretb, waiting for the tjmejof her delivery: bot when she was ready 
to be delivered, an edict was published by Cssar Augustus, in the year of 
the world 4006, the £rst of CtiRiaT, and the third before the vulgar ^ra ; 
which decreed, that all tlie subjects of the Roman empire should go to their 
tespective cities and places ; there to .have their names registered accord- 
ing to their families. Thus Joseph and Mary, who were both of the lineage 
of David, repaired to their city or Bethlebem* the oriffinal and native place 
of their family : but while they were in this city, the Ume being fulfilled 
in which Mary was lo be delivered, she brought forth her first Uim ton, 
wrapped him in swaddling eiotbes and laid htm in the manger of the sta* 
Me, whither they had retired ; for tbey could find no pUce In the public ion» 
beawse of the ^rea( concourse of people that were then at Betolehem.on 
the same occasion ; or they were iorced to withdraw into the stable of 
the mn, not being able to get a mere uoaTenient place for ber to be deliv- 
ered in. 

* The angels^ made the birth of CHRiar known to the sheplterds» 'jvbe 
were at this time in the fields near Bethlehem, and who came in the oight, 
to see Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the maneer, in order to pay 
liim, their tribute of auoration. Mary took notice of alt these things, end 
laid them up in her heart. Some time after came the 9la|gi, or wise mei^ 
iron the East, ind braught. to^ijlneue the mysterioqa presents of gol<i|^ 
frankincQDiei iiid myrrb^ faaTuig been dir««tea U»i^^t V^ ^ ixvi ^^ 
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I-d the WIT before there to th« verr hoase fr!:ere the labe Itj. 
tAif, being warned b; to ecge! that ippeaied to them is a dreun, tke^ 
rrtarned i.'ilo their own ccuctij bv a way differeot from tfatt faf wbich 
t^-y canii?. without priDg Herod t be inlell 'genre be waoted ; whacli be 
ytrndcd was in order to come aad wor^farp t^ bebe, Ihoogb Im remf 
dea'^n wa> to cct him off, (com a jealousy of his trnSSng that ahfd! 
monJfcK ni U» soi^rei^oty over tbt: Jewi. 

'1 le time of 3fary'i ponficaiion being now come, thit is, forty dm 
af'.er tLc birth of Jesl's. she went to Jerusalem, to present ber son io the 
iemp'.i : ard there to offer the sacrifice appointed by the law, for t&B 
pDr'i.i:alion o( women after child- b'rth At that Ume there was at Jeruil* 
tern fen old ciio nzrard Simeon, who was fall of the Holy Gbosl ; aol 
bid recei7<id a secret assaraoce, that he shnuM not die till be had seli6 
CiiRisT t^? Lcrd: accord:ng!y, be came icto the temple by the im^nbd 
Of' lh*f S*iiri: cfCSoil, and talking the child Jescs m hi«arms, hebie*s«ff 
the Lord ; and t^en 2udre«s1ng himself to Mary, said, ** Tbii dM ia 
i'-nt f.-r the raising and falling of many io Israel ; and for a stgn whicB 
ihall be spr ben against :'* even so far as that thy own soul shall be jAeTce9 
a» w'.lh a sword, that the secret thoDgbts io the bearti of many may hft 
disrf>veced and laid open. 

WKpd Joxph and Mary were p tepar m g afterwards to lehim to fUtSr 
OTT. coontry of ?Pazaretb, the an^l of the I^rd ap[teared to Joseph in k 
dream, bidding him to retire into Egypt with Mary and the cbiTd, became 
iierod had a deucn to destroy Jesus. Josejpb obeyed the admoaition. 
and conliooed in fvgypt till liter the death of^ Herod ; when bolfi be anil 
Mary returned to Nazareth not daring to go to Bethlehem, because ft was 
in the jurisdiction of Archelaafl, the sob and svecesior of Hertid Ifae greHl 
i^ho wM a cruel prince. 

Now it being the constant practice of Joseph and llfary to go eeM 
year to Jerusalem, to the feast of the passovcr : and when ieavf wai 
twelve year j of age, they brought bim with them to the capllal. ^Vhcft 
the days of the fe»liTal were ended, they set out on their retnrti hoifie ; hot 
tlie child Jesus continued at Jerusalem, withont their p^rctiving it, aMd« 
thioking that be might be with some of tbe company, they frenl oH sr 
day^ journey; when, not finding him amongst their acqeafotanee, tkff 
i^clorncd to Jerusalem, seeking for him : three days after, th^ fbutoS nin^ 
5n the temple, sitting amongst the doctors, hearing them, and aihiiir thHH 
questions. When they saw him, they were filled with astoBUhmem ; anS 
IHary said to him, My son, why bast thou served ns thtts ? Behold t1^ f»^ 
thcr and myself, who have sought thee in great afiiiction. Jesrs in^ 
swered the ni, Why did you seek me ? Did not you know tfast I must her 
empbyed about my Father's business ? Afterwards be retunied inlh them 
to Nazareth, and lived with filial submission fo tbem : but tiis inother 
laid ep nil these things In her heart The gospel says nothing more of the 
v\r^\n Vhry, til) the marriage at Cana of Galilee, where she was preseni 
with Jr.Kus her son. 

The blessed Jcscs, in the thirtieth year of the vnlgar era, tesolved te 
man ifcftt himself to the world, and, therefore, WQpt to be twptixed f^ 
St. John, from thence Into the wilderness, and thence to the above- roeii- 
iiened wedding, to irhich he, with his mother and disciples, liad been in- 
vited. At this entertaioment, the provision of wine being somewhaS seahty 
(probably because the friends or the married couple were bnt inean) 
Ciikist's mother told ber son, they had no wine, notdoubtibgof bis 
power to supply them: to which Jesus answered in terms wKch Had 
snine appearance of a rebuke, y*^ Woman, what have I to da with tbekf 
mine hour is not yet come." 

Six great stone pitchers being in the room, Jesus orderecT theui Io be 
filled brim foil of water ; and afterwards commanded tbe servants to fill 
out and carry it to the master of the feilst, whi*, on lasting it, found ft r* 
beexcelknt wine. This is the ^lAnntiaU l^s^a vcb^;^ at Um hegin^ 



1^6 OP fEAVB GO^l^T^ muf kis APOSTLES, ^e. ^» 

|UB«;..or bis piblic lyitoistgr ;; Af^ ^P^Pm faeooe oar Lord weat to Caporaaain 
will hjs mother ood brethren. ' 

It 19 true, .we legrn from the third chj^pter Of St* Markf that on a cer* 
j^'n d^y in ^e year of CesLXBir thirty fpofi and pulgar asra thirty one, that 
fJi Jesus Cuais^r was teachio^; io a boose at C^pernaam, so great « 
growd of people stood abpift' him, that neither be nor his disciples had 
Qme to tahe any refreshnient^; which pattsed a report to be spread abroad, 
that he had fainted away, or fallen into a swoon. The virgin and the 
Jirethren or relations of Jesus camn to see what had given occa^on to 
^his report ; and when they could not get into the boose for the throngs of 

Se people, they cajised a message to rbe oonsre^ed from one to another^ 
1 i( was told Jesus, ** That his iQOther and his brethren were at the 
^or, and desiiejd io speak with him.'^ Jfisus'beiog accordingly informed 
4^1 their cpmin^, ^no that they waited to speak with him, ,bei.ng at that 
instant engaged in the work of his ministry, preaching the word of God, 
he .majde this reply^ «* Who is my mother, and who are my brethren ?^ 
4pd loolcifig upon those Ithat were rpqnd about him, he said, *^ These are 
jmy mother and my brethren ;*' declaring, ^< That whosoever did the wil( 
^ his heavenly Fatjief, the same was his mother, and sister, and brother.'* 
This was what Christ had taught in another place, that we must prefer 
God to all human relations, and give the preference to his service: but this 
saying cpuld not reject opon Qs mother, who was amongst the princi- 
pal of those vvho did ihe Will of bis heavenly Father^i 

Immediately upon Mary's approach, a woman of the company uM 
with a Ipnd voice, directing her words to Jesus : ** Blessed is the wom& 
that bare thee, aod the paps which thou hast socked.'* To which be rej 
plied, ** Vea, rather blessed are tiiey that hojur the word 0^ ^od ana 
keep it." Not intimating hereby, that she who had the honor (o %ear him^ 
(did not deserve to be called biossed throughout all generations ; bat that 
oven her happiness consisted more in dt>ing the will of Christ than in 
;iving bim ahnman body, whldi was indeed not her own act, but eflfected 
>y the Dovjrer of (Jod, 

We have no further acponnt of the holy irirgia from this time, till wi 
jBnd her in Jerusalem at the last passover our Saviour celebrated tbe^ro : 
iwhich ^as in the thirty sixth year of CreisTi and thirty third of the 
sppl^ar sara. fn Uib pity she saw all that was transacted against him, 
followed him to Mount Calvary, and stayed at the foot of the cross daring 
ijj.e passion of her blessed Son. We cannot donbt but bor soul was at this 
tijaie pierced throngh, as old Simeon had prophesied, vritb the most acute 
pains, for the death of soph a Son. Yet ber constancy was remarkable: 
lor when the apostles were all frightened away from their Master, she. 
With a courage ondaqynted, ^ worthy of the mother of Christ, continned 
even ii^ the midst of the executioners, being prepared to die with her Son, 
who wi^s now i?epome ber Saviour; who being now ready to leave tha 
ijforld. ii, seeing bis mother at the foot of the cf oss. & b^s Ulovcd ciifcipie 
St. John near her, he beqneathed her to him by his last will and testament, 
sayinz to his mojther, *< Woman behold thy Son ;" and to bis disciple^ 
** Behold thy mother.'' And from that hour the disciple took her home to 
jbU. own hpuse, ftnd provided for hen 

Spme anchors of the fifth century think the virgin Mary died and was 
Jjipried at Jernsaleni, or rather in her sepulchre at Gethsemane, near that 
fity, where, to this day,U is shewn in a magnificent church dedicated to her. 

The encient fathers of the Eastern and Wostern churches, asserted ber 
perpetaal virginity, and St^ Augustine tells ns, that this is one of those 
points which we onght to receive as of apostolic tradition, since the Holy 
Scripture gives us no more accoant of it, than by only remarkiog hour 
Qilly the blessed virgin was resolved to serve God with an entire purity. 
The title which hath been constantly appropriated to her in all ages, as 
pf^n as she is mentioned, is a good argument to confino otu: beifef coa* 
cernin^ tbii : Set Ezok. zKr. 2. . 
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M» Lif^or JcsncBKismn^iir tfonus, 9*: 



* mARY ,VJBDJlLBrB—'fUa nmmkt Afe cairf*il mm > imftifa 
cilkcr of MtiS^M, a tiswa of Gafilee, ob tfte oOcr «2e of Jarttin, or Mi^ 
'lAftlci, ft tova KtvatH it Ow fofi of Mivat OirBcx* arv3 hid her Mrnamf 
frooi Uk proee of W Urtk %&mt aSro. tte »te wu toe innier awv- 
tionei by 9c Lake, eb. vii 37. &«. hot tte« Ofn m istaii*; ooty oo eoBJee- 
Uf«. Bodi St MiUbew ail ^. Markcet! «i. :tei. Jc<oa hr^ cast out oDf 
Vr laven devils ; wbich some vodenUad ia a YmtL, and olben ip a fi(* 
iiraUT« leoie. 

Mary became , however a eonitant aUevsdut on the blessed Jcaul^ 
•fser be bad remored h«r p^afae. S^ fo:(ovcd r:m to Moanl Ca1vai| 
continued amidst the Romao goaHs al the foot of the cross, srith tt^ 
1io'; vir^o, and saw hii precMos bod? laid is the toc&b ; after wfaieby 
ffce retiurned to JerasalcovB older, after the Sabbath, lo embalm herLocd. 

She also c-^rried the Tefcome tidings lo Pete; asd John, and our blesaad 
Lord hi ms^ir appeared to ber fir at alter b.> resarreetwii. The apostles, 
Iiowever, did Doi believe her report, bii it was eonfirmed by otiiars, aad 



they themip^!ves bad seen the>r S'lTioor. Aft*r tbU event, die u not mea- 
ticced in sarred v^rit. 

.V.^RY. the lUtffof LJZJRUS.'-yi^Tj, thesioter of Lasaro^ 
with h?r siller M«rtba. PiTed with tneir brotb'^r at Bethany, a villa^ neai^ 
linasalem. Oar dear Redeemer bad a paiticu:«r aflfcellon tor this family, 
and often retired to their hoose with h:s disciples. Qne day [and perhaps 
th? first tinse that Jesos went thiiber] Martha received him with remarl> 
ab!e aflTectioa, and took abundance of pains in prodding a proper enter- 
tainment for him ; bat Mary her mler coolinoed sitting at her Savioai'f 
foel. Ilslening to his words with pecoliar attenUon. Tbis Martha consid- 
ered as an imtenoe of diirespe^, and therefore said to Jesus, ** Lord, 
dost then not care that my 9* tier hath left me to serve alone ? Bid ' ber, 
ther«fore,that she help me." Bat oar Lord jasiified 3Ury,by telling her sister : 
that sh : liad chosen the belter part, wliich she shoald never be deprived of. 

Lazar-jsth^Ir brother, ione time after this, fe*! «ii:li, and his sisters sen( 
Iq ac<|'iiint Jcscsofthe misfortone ; bet b:>d:d not arrive ^t ^ethaay 
till after L%zarus was dead. Martha heancg tha^ Jesus was come iatp 
the neigbbsorhood, went to him. and told him, ihat ifhe bad not bpeo ob- 
tent her brother had been still alive. Jesus promised her, tfiat her broth- 
er shoald rise Sfain : to which Martha answered. *' 1 know that he shaQ 
|-ite again at the last diy." Jesus replied, '* I am the resurrection and the 
life ; he that lielieveth in me. thoogb he were dead, yet shall he livia ; mad 
wrliov^ver livelh and l^eiievetbin ine, shall never die. believest thoa this?** 
Martha answered, ** Vea, L'^rd : I believe thoa art the Christ, the Son of 
God, whicti should come into the world." Having sah) thii, she departed, aB<| 
};aveher sister notice privately, that Jrsus was come. Mary, as soon as 
»he heard the welcome tidings, arose and went tp Jesus ; and, as Martha 
Ti2^] done before her, said, '* Lord, if thoa badst been here, ray brother ba^ 
not died." The blessed Jesus wa« ^atly moved at the pathetic com- 
pUiots of lhe»e worthy sisters, and on as'<*n^ where they had baried him, 
th'?;- condccted him lo the sepulchre. On h<s arrival at the place wher^ 
!,ht> hody of Lizaros wa leposited, the great Redeemer of mankind p-oan- 
ed d'^ply in his spirit ; he vept, he prayed to his Father, and then ctieB 
ivitb a loud voice, *• liszarns, come forth.*^ The dead obeyed the voiea of 
lite Son of God ; Lazdrus immediately revived^ and Jesus restored him to 
his sisters. 

Dqring the sapper at Bethany, Mary to eij^press her gratitude to JesuCj 
took a pound of ^pinkena^d. a rery precioas perfame, and poured it on Che 
h'^ad and feet of Jesus, wiping his (tini willi the hair of W head : and tha 
w!iole h'Uic was filled with the od?T;r of the ointment. Jodas Iscariet waf 
!-Tsh'y oflTrt.ided at ihit ernfiuus action ; but his Alaster vindicated Mwtf^ 
i.hd told him, t!i»t hy th's she had performed an act preparatory to bis en^- 
halmmenl. «igr.it'ying. thai bis deat!i and burial were not far ofL llui is tfap 
h$t vrecaoi vf hej in ScnpVare. 



tfAkthf CLB0PHAS.^JSt.3eiam mej^ fktl Marj M tb* 
imne of Cleoph«^ op tccoiynt of ber father, btr ftmily, or. some other rei^ 
^n not known. Qtheribeiiere,wiU| great probabifity, tbat ahck was th« 
frife of Cteophas, ami mother of St. James the Less. Ho^ireyer^ she waa 
Bvesent at the last passover,' jttst before the death of our Saviour ; she fof- 

Jowed hiqn tp Mount Calirarj ; and, dorjng \k\% Msion, she was, togethc^ 
with the fii^Q, at tbe foot of the cross: ue was also present -at |iii 
t>aria1, an4 QO tbe Friday before prepared tiie perfumes lor embaloi^ 

3ng Urn. . f . 

The year when Mary the wi^ of Cleophas died is nof known; but 
tbe Greeks ^eep theeigbtii of April in memory of the holy woman wbq» 
lirooght perfumes to epibalm Kbp body of Christ, and pretend to hav« 
their bodies at €k>n8tanUnbpie in ^ church of the holy virgin, built fay 
Justin U. . f . 

MARY SALOME^ an fftbrtw Convwi^^This holy woman waa 
Ihe daughiter of Mary of Cleopbas, meiytioned in tbe preceding article, ant 
the sister of St. Jaroes the Lees, and others, who are in Sciipture called 
|he brethren of our Lord : she was cousin-german to the blessed Jssva, 
according to tiie flesh, and nieca'to the blessed virgin Mary. Her proper 
^ame was SaJome and was inoiponerly calhsdMacy, which was the .namo 
of ber mother, she was the wife of 2ebedee, and mother of St |ames the 
[Great, a&d St. John the Evangelist; she was also pne of those pious wo- 
|nen that used to attend upon oar blessed Saviour ip his journeys, and to 
IDTnister to him. It was she that requested Jiaus to plac^ her two sods, 
James and Johp the one on his rigbt-hand and tbe other on bis (eft in his 
^gdom. 

Salome followed oar Saviour to Galvar^, and did not forsake biQi ovea 
^t tbe Gf OSS : she was also one of the hq\y women who brought perfumes to 
.embalm biin, and for that purpose (Mime ttrly on the Sunday morning to 
Ihe sepulchre. 

TRUPHIMUS,a GentiU CoR^r<,-^Trophimos was a disciple of 
St. Paul, a Gentile by religion, and an JB^hesian by birth. After St. Pau) ha4 
'IBonverted him, be constantly adhered to him, nor did be quit him ever 
^ler. lie came with the apostle from Kphesqs to Corinth, and kept him 
company in his whole jouroey, from Corinth to Jerusalem, in the year qf 
jmT Lord fiftyreight. Tbe Greeks keep tbe fourteenth of April in bob* 
pur of Trophimiis : and say be was beheaded by the command of ^ero. 
together with St. Paul. His festival is observed on the twenty ninth of 
']pecember by those of Aries. 

fYCHICUS^ a Oentiie Ccmosre.— T^chicns was also a disciple of 
-fiL Paul, whom that apostle often made use of for carrying bis letters to 
tbe several c*hurches. He was of the province of Asia, and accompanied 
.0t. Paul, when, in the year fifty^ight, be made bis journey from Corinth to 
'Jerusalem. He carried the e^stle to the Collossians written in the year 
sisty-ooe; andtbat to the Eph^sians. written in sixty five and tbe first to 
^pfDothy, written in sixty-four. 

The Greeks celebrate tbe festival of T^ebicos on. the eighth or ninth 

£f December, and give him tbe title of ooe of the seventy disciples, and 
ishbp of Colophon, in the province of Asia. Other qiartyrologists mark 
bis festival on the nineteebth of April. 

TBRTIUS^a CuUiU Convert.— Tertlos, ^lled also Tirentius, was 
ihe aminuensis or scribe of St. P^ul, when he wrote bis epli»lle to tbe Ro- 
fnans in the year pf CnaiST fifty-eight, %s appeiirs in the siitteenth chap- 
ter, '^ 1 Tirtius, who wrote this tepistle, salute yon in the Lord." The 
Greeks keep tUs festival ^n the tenth of Novembet and give bim great 
commeodations : and th^ make hinti successor to Sosipater in the bisbop- 
fick of Iconium, in Asia. ' 

LIN US f a Qentile Conoerf.— rLinus was one of St. Paul's dincrplcs, 
Vsbo Illations him in the first chapter of bis second ewstle to Timolby, 
** Lin^s and Cliuidia, ai^4 41 ^ brethren greet |e." 8(« lt«MK^^ Cf^sUi^ 



m UrE OP JESUS PflKtST, ^ ^ JkftQVm^^ 4<v 

bioA. QptaUs, li^Aiuiis, St Jcrenp, ^n^ Tbaedorefc, fSriB, ibiU Lioii« 
^occeeded fmoieditttely to $t. Petqr in tbo Aee of RoiQe : he iomoed for 
twelve years and some ipooths. The destruction of Jertiitiem (ttppeim 
daring hj« pontiiicate, in tbe year of CuaisT seventy. HiBfastivalis ken 
on the fifth of November by the Greeks, and qd the twenty-third ^ Sejf' 
lember by the Lai ins. 

ONESlPHORUS.a QenlUe C^noerC— OnesTphoniijrM*^^!* 
of St. Paul, and is mentioned by hifn In the first chapter of fafi fecondsnii- 
lle to rimoihy. H^ came to Rome in the year of Cbkut ri^^-fv^ 
yrhWe tbe apostle was ia prifOQ for the (aithf Ikod at a time when almbflE 
jaFery one h-^d forsakep him. The Greeks plaoa hia festival on tbe tireq*; 
ly- ninth of April and tlie eight of OeceiQber, and rank hiio in the <^rd^, 
of the seventy discipleff* and ascribe martyrdom to hi>A. Tha RooiM^ 
ynartyro'oji^y on the sixteenth of December says, that he soSered martyr- 
4om on the lieilespont, lyhither^he w«Q.t tQ praaisli ^^ &^f^^ 9i^ 1^^ 
porphyrins. 

STEPHdyuSy f^ Gentil$ Civ»t»cr<.— Stephw«>> wai one of.lfae pfitf^ 
pipal Christians of Corinth, whom 9t..PaMl baptist with all his t^mlfx, «! 
¥r« find in the lirst chapter of the ^piitio to the (^inthjitosy prob»h^ aboqt 
^e iifty- second year of Cubist. 

Stepbanns devoted himself to thaierrice of the chnrch ; aod ii| the ye«r 
of our Lord fifiyslx, he came to St.PanI ||t Ephesus, ^pd according to S^ 
€' -ysostom, broug;b^ bim letteri which the chjurcb of C9nnth ^^^^9 
I'.i..i. .M order to consult him concerning marriag^^, contlnency, and per^ 
jiup- ^ '.IT subjects, fivhich St. Baal trieajts of in t)io said fir^t epiaMe to th^ 
Cor r.(.:ians. This the apoftle wrotie from Epbesas ib the fifty lif tb vcar } 
^nd It was tent by Siephanuiy ForUMK^MH^ JM¥l Ach^ijSA?i to tf^ porin* 
thuirhurch. 

PHEBE, a />cac<?7i«M.— Phebe. for whom St Paal M » J^^^*? 
fsleem was a deaconess nf the port of Corinth called tieiychr^a : and Tb^ 
f>doret thinks, that the apqstle lodge4 at the hpqse of this holy aromao fbt 
aome lime, wh:le he continued in or near Corinth. In the sixteenth cfaw* 
fer jof the Hotnans, St. Paul says, ** I commend unto ypq Ph^par aisteTi 
which is a servant of tbe church which is at Chenchrea : th^t y^ >^cel?e 
i»er in the («ord, as becooieth saints ; fy that ye assist her in wbaUoeverbo- 
finess she hath need of you ; for she bath been a saccporer of xnapj>^ ^ 
piysii'f also." Some moderas bave.advapced a notion that Pbebe was wfffe 
to Si. Pdol ; hut nope of the ancients have said any thiqg like U. 'It it 
thought that, in quality of deaconess, she was eq^loyed by th^^ pharch iQ 
acme minislrati(>ns suitabie to her sex and condition ; such aa vi|JtiDg anil 
instructing the cbris^ian women, attending thefn in theif ^ick^esses, anf 
jiistribnting alms to tbem. Phebe*s fjsstiyai is fi^ed by the martj^rolo^it^p 
lan the third of September. 

SO^IPATER, a Gentile Cu^fter^.— We think, that it roajf be 
ponfidentty i|S4$irled. that tJiis Spsip^^r was at j^ome in the fifty-eig;hth 
year of Ckkist, when St. Paal wrote bis epistle to the Romans bfiferea; 
Mnce he accompanied St. Paul, ia M^ san^eyear fiifty-eight, in hia journey 
|o Jerusalem; and who prob.abIy wcQt with him from Coriotb, whence the 

Spistie to the Romans was wrjittan to go by the wa^ of Macedonia to 
eruialeno ; as may be seen in the 20lh chapter of the acU of^e apoAlea. 
The Latins ceiehafle his fea^ en th^ twenty-fifth of Jana, fnd call bim 
adisciplepfst. Paal. T4»e Greeks ho^9l|r him upon the twenty>eighth 
Dr twenty -ninth of April. 

DfiMAS, tf. Gentile P/-o/s.rjar.-r-The a pottle St. Paal, in the fparth 
chapter of Uie Collossians, mentions Demas aa a native of l*hessalooic^ 
j^t rirst he was one of tbe most zealous disciples which ifiis apostle had, 
and was very sprriceable to him at Rome during his iniprisonment there * 
l^ut some years after, about (he yearof CuaisT sixty fiye^ be forsopk St. 
fdol, in order to follow a more ».«culi^ ii&, ai)d withdrew to Tbpfsaion* 
ifsj, the plafe ^f hi« bi(th. 



: JBpi^iiuiIni itiformt tir, tWlie renoanctd the Taith, and ^ith.Ceiin- 
fKas, cbion, fitid olWrt; held Ji:sus Christ to be a niere man: but;^ 
^liOaeti affirm, Aat he ftco?ered after bit fall, and stiff^red diartyrdom fur* 
tbinitb. 

ARISTARCHUS'^^ G^iik pJi^cJH:— Arfsltrtfhos Was one of St. 
^^rs disciples, who has mfenttoned hfm in one of bfs (pistles to tie CcU 
|6iuaiu atnf Pfaifenibii : 6£ is als<^ often taentioned in the acts of ih^ ti^oi^ 
ties. He v9%t a ISIaeedohiAii, and a native of Hiessalonica : he accoir.ptiJ' 
mied Bt. Paiil to £|>heiiis, HM cotftlofned #Hh him daring thvi two yczttf 
ox bi» abode there, jtartakiAg with birii iii all the dangers And lahours c^ t:.a 

5;oitiesfaip. He WAt v^jf oeir Veing killed ia n tutinAt tuiud b; the 
bbeifaif goldsmiibii. 

The Ortfeka lay he Ws bKbop of Aptmiea, in Sjria, and w&s bebetif • 
td wHii 9i. (Viat at Rome, hi the re?^ of Nero : continuing to the vetf 
last InViolafaly attached to the epottfe, vi^ith whoin he bed laboored ia the 
l^ork of the mhristry. 

QAIl/S^ a Gentile Convert^Tlxis person wiu also another of St.' 
ttnVs dbcfoles, and meittioh . Is madcf or him in the acts of the apos* 
tfes. He was probably e mc^dt)hm<i, btH Wes settled lit Corinth, where h^ 
liad the betioor to lod^ St. Paoi during his abode there. When the apos«; 
tie went to Asia, Gains, and Aristarchns. accompanied him as far as Ephe^' 
SOS, where they abode for ^die tinlie wHh St. Paul. Origen speaks of 
«tie Ckias, St. Peql's disciule,wlto mkh hvAd to have been liiade bishop of 
Tbcssalonida, hi Macedonia. 

CLEMElfT^ a Gentne Cionteirt.r-'*t^fi ^disciple is mentioned b/ 
sift. Pahl in his epistle tolhe PHiliciplana, Where the apnstle sayr, that Clemr 
«nt^s name is written in the book of hfe. The generality of the Attheri, 
aeod other ifiterpreteri, make no ^estion bat that this is the same Cleni- 
ent who saeceened St Petei-, iftet bihtis and Cletas, in the government elf 
tde cbnttb of Rome ; tthd this seertis to be intimated, wheid in the officer 
ibr St. Clement's d&y, that chorch ilppoints this part of the epistle to t&i' 
PhilippiiaDs to. be read. Oti the eontrary, Grocins is df opinion, that IheT 
Cletnent SL Padl speaks of was nb more tbtin a pHest of the church of Pbl> 
lippi in Macedonia. We ha?e no certain aeconnts of what happened tq St. 
element dnriiig the pertetettfion under Domltion ; but we are rery well 
Assured that he tired itithe thittl year of Trajan, t^hich is the hnndteth of 
Jesus Christ. His festivalis set down by Bede, and all the Latin mar<*' 
Urologists, an the twenty -tlurd of J^ovember. 'the Greeks honour him onL 
Ibe twenty-fourth and twetity iittii of the sabie mbnth. He ia rankedl 
amongst the nitrtyrs. 

ANaNMAS, a Jewish Contm^^knniia» was a disbiple of the bles- 
slKd Jesus : he dwelt at Damascut, when he was directed in a tision fronY 
the Lbrd to go and find Peul, who had been lately converted, and wus 
coae to that city. 

We know no other eircmnstances of Ananias^ life besides this now rela- 
ted. The modern Greeks maintain, that he was one of the seventy disci- 
ples, and iaade bishop of Damascus ; and' that havhig obtained the crown 
«f martyrdom, he was buried in the same city ; and here a fine church id 
to be seen in the place where he was Interred. 

ERASTUS^ a Gentile Conusr/.—He viw a native of Corfnih, disci- 
pie of St. Paul ; who styles him than^erlain of that city, where St. Pauf 
then was ; or of Jerusalem according to the modern Greeks. He adher- 
ed to the apostle, and resigned his employment of chamberlain. Be foU 
lowed him to Ephesiis, where he was in the year fifty-six df Jesu^ 
Christ : and from thence St. Pinl letfthim with timotbeus to jtacedon;^ 
probably in order to prepare the alms expected from the failbfdl. ThejP 
were both with him at Corinth in the year fifty eight, when he wrote hit 
epistle to the Romans, whom be salutes ih both their names .; add it is like|y 
that Erastus ever after followed St. Paul, tilt this apostle's la|t voyage ^mL 
Corinth in bit wny to Rome, where be tuffeced iii«LY\|t4iim \aV^ "^^ ^ 
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EPAPHRODITUS, a GtntiU dmvtri^^t. Piiil ctlli E(Mipbro4i- 
tns, tbe bishop, or the tpostle of Pbilippi : or, if we aodenttnd the ^or4> 
apostolus in i^t literal lignificttioD, tbe tnessenzer of the PhiltppwDs, M 
bftving been tent A. 0. sixty- one, by the fAilhfal of bii charcb, to earrjr 



money to tbe epottle, who wes then in bondt, Mid in tink- name tor 
l>e serviceable to him with his person. The festival of &papiirodi« 
roditoB is obseired by the breeks on the eighth or ninth of Deee.nber, as 
well as on the twenty-ninth and thirtieth of March ; and they style him 
•postte, nne of the seventy disciples, and bishop of Adriasa, or Andraea. 

EPAPHRAS, a GsniiU ConverL^li is generally believed, tBat 
Ep>phras was the first bishop of Colosse : be was converied by St. fiaal^ 
and very mocU eontribaled to the conversion of his fellow-cltisens therej: 
He came to Rome while St. Paol> was in bonds in that city ; mat wti* 
himself imprisoned with the same icpostle, for the caase of Chri^aoitj. 
. The festival of Epapliras is set down in tbe calendars on the nihekeenlb 
of July ; and in them ft is said, that bb suffered martyrdom at CoUMiOy ill 
Pbrygia. 

JOHN 3fA RK, ihs DisdpU^^^ohn Mark was the son of a Cbrisliaii- 
woman, named Mary who had a hoose in Jerasalem where the a noit lct 
and the faithfol generally used to meet; he was also consin to S^ Btcm> 
bas, and a disciple of his. 

In the year fifty-one^ Panl and Barnabas preparing to return hi Asin; in 
order to visit the churches, which they had formed there, Barnabas was of 
opinion, that John Mark shoold accompany them in this joomey ; but St« 
i^ttul would not consent lo it : npon which oceasiiMn these two apostles sep- 
i^fated. Panl went to Asia, and Barnabas, with John Mark to the Isle o& 



Cyprus. 

we find the apostle speaking tdtantageonsly of him in hIsepiftTe tm 
the Collossians, '' Marcus, sister's son to Barnabas, salulelh you : if 1m 
Cometh onto you receive him." He makes mention of him agun ia hb 
epistle to Philemon, written in the year sixty -two, at which time be" wa< 
with St. Paul at Rome : but in the year sixty-five, he was with Timotlq^^ 
in Asia. And St. Paul writing to Timothy, desires him to bring fthrcttf^ 
to Rome ; adding that he was useful to him for the ministry ofiS^ gospel 
ill those parts. The festival of John Mark is kept in the Greek and Latia 
ehorches on the twenty-screnth of September. Some iay,thfttbe wntf 
bishop of Biblis, in Phmnieia. 

AGAR US ^ tie DiscipU and Propket.-^The Greeks anare 111^ 
lliat Agabns was one of the seventy disciples of our Savioiir, Hit forekoU 
(hat there would be a gteat famine over all the earth : and jSL Lnke, ui 
the Acts informs us, that it accordingly happened under the emperor Clandi^ 
tis in the foortb year of his reign, and forty fourth year of Jnsns Canisr. 

In the year of Christ fifty-eight, which was ten years after the abov«. 
event, as St. Paul was gomg to Jerusalem, and had already landed at Ccstip 
rea, In Pklesine, the same prophet Agabus predicted that St. Fanl sh n o lJ 
be delivered into the bands of the Gentiles. 

The Greeks say, that he snfiered martyrdom at Antioch ; and they ob- 
serve his festival on the eighth of March. Ever since the uioth age« it 
(as been kept on the ninth of February by the Latins. 

MANAEN^ a Discipie and PriphU* — Manaen, or Manahem, was 
the foster brother of Herod Antipas, and is mentioned in the thirteenth, 
chapter of the Acts, and forty- fourth year of Christ.. He was at AoUock 
with tbe other prophets, as Simon, snrnamed Niger, Lucius of Gyrene, 
Barnabas, and Saul, when the Holy Ghost said to them, *^ Separete me 
Barnabas and Saul, for the work whereunto I have called tbem.* Tbea 
after having fa&ted and prayed, they laid their hajids on them and let them 
go. It is thought that Manaen was of the number of the seventy diseiples. 

The authors of the Latin martyrology put his feast on the twenty-fourth ot*. 
May, and >av, that he died at Antioch. 

LUCll/S, a Disciph and ChrUiian Prophstr^Wt find, Ibnt Lm* 
eiii§ of Cyirtsot, whor it mentiauAd \a t\A \^^ «2d9K^\x.t ^l >&9a' ftc^A^ «a« 
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• ■ ^ rf ■ 

<>Ae of tbe prophets of the Christian dmrcb tt Antiodi. Some Uko'La- 
cias to have been ooie of our Lord's seventy disdpHsf. Ustiard tnd Ado as-' 
sert» that tbe apostle ordained hitn first bishop of bjrene. He is hononlr- 
ed on tlie sixtb.day of May, by tbd Latin cbnrch. 

JSfiCHOLAS^ a Disclpie and Deacoii.— Nlcbolas was a proselyte ^t 
Anliocb, and there converted from the Pagan to tbe Jewish religion^ ; 
but tbe time of bis birth is ttricerUdn. Afterwards be embraced Chcistiaa- 
ity, and was one of the most sealons and most boly men amongst tbe 
first Christians : so that he was chosen for one of tbe seven first deacons of 
the cbnrcl^ of tferusalem. Bdt he afterwards {dnnjged himself into irregu- 
larities, and gave beginnings to the sect of Nicolaitans, to (hat <»f the QnoS- 
Cics, and to several tflbera ; who, following tbe bent ot their pasuons, ilk- 
Tented a thousand different sorts of crimes and excesies. 

NICODEMUS^ an Hebrm Cbllver^-^This {remarkable disdple 
of oar blessed Saviour was a Jew by nation, and by sect a Pharisee. Tfan 
gospel calls him a ruler of the Jews ; and Christ gives him the name hf% 
master of Israel. When our Saviour began to manifest himself by Uit 
miracles at Jerusal^, at tbe first psessover li^bich be celebrated there af- 
ter his baptism, Nieodemos made no doubt but that he was this l^estfiabf 
and came to him by night, that he migbt learn of him the way to salvatipn* 
Nicodemus, after this conversation, bebanie a disciple of Jesus Cnftisir ; 
and there b no doubt to be made bat he. came to bear him, as often a» 
onr Saviour came to Jeroifalelto, It happened at a time, that tbe pfieAa 
And PWisees had sent officers to seize J^sua, who returned to them, aifd 
l^e this report, that n^ver man spoke as be did. i^fterwards, Nicod^ 
mus declared himself openly a disciple of Jesus CfiRitfT, when he csabto 
with Joseph of Arimatbea to pay the laist duties to tbe body of Cbkist, 
crucified ; whkh they took down from the cross, tuMttaiiii and laid |> 
tbe sepulchre prepared for his reception. 

When he died, Gamaliel buried bim boDOorably near St. Stephen : hii 
f»ody was discovered in the year 4 15, together with those of St. Stephen 
and Gamaliel and tbie Latin church pays bononr on tbe tUrd bf Augtat to 
all the three. 

Joseph^ M Hdrtw ZItMTipls.— This Joseph, dr Joses, wu t^ 
ion of Mary Cleopbas, brother to St. James the Less, and a near relatida 
Co the blessed Jesus, according to the flesh ; being tbe son of Mary, t&o 
boly virgin^s sister, and of Cleopbas, who was Joseph's brother or son to 
Joseph himself by bis first wife* as several of the ancieots suppose. Wo 
learn nothing particular in Scripture conoomidg Joseph, the brother of 
Our Lord. 

JOSEPH of Arimaiita, a J7e5re0 D|jcf/9le.— -josepb of Arima« 
thea, or of Ranatha, Rama, or Ramiila, a city between Joppa & Jerusalem, 
was a Jewish senator, and privately a disciple of Jesus Christ : he was * 
not consenUng to the designs of toe rest of the Jeivs, particnlariy of th« 
members of the Sanhedrim, who condemned and put Jesus Christ to 
death : but when our Savionr was dead, he went boldly to Pibte, and 
desired tbe body of Jssus, in order to bury; it. This he obtained; and, 
accordingly he buried it after an honourable ipanner, in a sepulchre newly 
made in a garden, which wfts upon the sam« Mount Calvary where Jesus 
bad been crodfied. After he bad placed it there, be closed the entrance 
of it with a stone cot particularly for this pQr{»oae, and wUob exactly filled 
the open part. 

The festival of Joseph of Arimatbea is observed by tba Greek oborch ofli 
the thirty first of July. 

CLEOPHASy an ihbrtm ConverU-^We w« told by tbe ancient 
fathers, who meqtion Cleopbas, that he waft brother of Joseph, and both 
of them the sons of Jacob. He was tbe father of Simeon, bishop of Jeru- 
salem, of St. James the Less, of St. Jnde, and of Joseph, or Joses. Cleo« 
pbas married Mafy, sister to tbe blessed virdn; lo t\a(ilL b* «%.^ ^^^^ 

to Jesus Cniu$T ; «ad Ufc iKO^ WH* owa&^ipftiain tn wi^wiNsw 
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Clcophu, his wifcy tod sons, were some of the faithfal discipjes of Jcsvf 
CfiRiiiT, aad of Ihe number who looked upon him is the Redtemer and 
Salvation of IsraeJ. But Cleophas did not sufficiently anderiUnd the 
myiitrry of the cross, uad what Jesus had so otten told liis ditcit»te» ; 
that it was expedient he should die and return to bis Father. deophUs 

■ liavrng beheld oar Saviour expire upon the cross, lost all hopes of seeing the 
kingdom of God established by bis means upon earth* expecting, with mia- 
iny of the Jews, a leoiporal prince & deliverer. This disciple departed from 
Jerusalem two days after our Saviour* s death : that is [n say, on the Very 
day of his resurrection : aiid as he was going to Em roans with ianotim 
disciple, while they were entertaining themselves with what had passed 
during the feait, particufarly with respect to Jesus CiiRisf, our Saviotf 
joined them in the form of a trweller. 

Ecolcsiaslica] historians do not particularly tell us what were Che iC- 
lioiis of St. Cleophas, during the remainder of his life, afler the time 

-our Saviour appenred to him and Ihe re!»t of his discipFes after his resitr- 

^rrction: but Usuardusand Ado affirm, that he suffered martyrdom ; iind 
•vas buried ii> Ibe same bouse where he bad received Jesus CattfiT at 
Ills table. 

Tbc Greeks, who style him an apostle, make menlioA of Gim oH the 
thirteenth, or rather on the tliirtietli ef Octo(;cr. 

PHILEAIOy, a Gcntiie O? uteri.— This eminent disciple was a 
rich citizen of Colosae, and probably a native of that place. He was coA- 

. verted, together with fiis wife, to 4he christian faith, by Epaphra^, a df»- 
dple of St. Paul; for St Paul himself never preached in Colosse, though 
fie wrote an epistle to the brethren there. 

We read, that Philemon had made a church of his hon^ ; and all Ms 
domeslies, as well as himself, were of the household of faith. His charily* 
liberality, and compassion were a sore refuge to all who were in dTstresi : 

. he followed the example of that great Master in whom he believed ; and 
was delighted, when exerdsed in works of beneficence and mercy. 

, Hjii name is placed on the twenty second of November in the martyrologTet. 
ONESIMUS^ a GenfiU ConiTeW.— Ecclesiastical history relaUs, 

.that Onesimus was a native of Pbrygia, and for roan}^ years a slave Co 

^J'hifemon, but was at last converted by St. Paul, in the following- manner : 

. Qnesimas was ayoune man, whom his companions had drawn Into wick- 

^ ed courses ; he refused to listen to the admonitions of bis master : on fhe 
contrary he robbed him, and fled to Rome about the year Mxty-one, while 
St. Paul was there in prison the first time. As Onesimus knew t1!^ apos- 
tle hy reputation, his Master Philemon being a Christian, he made it his 
business to find him out ; and being now sorry for the faults he had com- 
mitted, confessed every thing to St. Paul, and did him all the service that 

\ even Philemon himself eould have done, had he been at Rome. St. Paul 
soon brought him to a sense of his crimes, prevaijed on him to receive bis 
gospel, instructed lixm, converted him, baptized him, and soon after 
sent him back to his master Philemon, with a letter, which we have still 
amongst St. PauPs epistles, and which is acknowledged as canonical by 

' Christian churches in general. 

I'he martyrologies give him the title of apostle ; and say that he ended 
his life by martyrdom. The Roman martyrology places his festival open 
the sixteenth of Febrqary ; and says, that having succeeded Timothy in the 
bishopric of Ephesos, and having been charged with the preaching; of the 
guspel, h? was taken into custody and sent to Rome, where he was stoned 
for nis faith in Jesus Christ. 

PRISCILLA, a Jewish. Convert. —In the times of the wostfes, 
Priscilla was very famous in the church, and is often mentioneoby the 
sacred writers before her husband Aqoila. They were both Jews ; but 
thei r country and births are uncertain. They were at Corinth when St. 
Pan! came thithen and had (he happiness of entertaining him In their bouse 

a regr considerable tune; l\w apQ«\l&\»ft\n|,dCV\Awfi(tVxa!i«%!th Aqiiilft; 
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Smtfy a.ma^er of tents ofleatbert for the ase of the ftrmy, tnd at which, 
ej both wroagbtfor some time, for their IiveUhood. 
Oa St. Paul's Jeavin^ Corinth,, both ^quila apd Priscilla came wHh him 
toEpbesus, where they dwelt acoqsiderabie time, and preached the ^spel 
with good success. Their house was so well regalated, that St. Paul 
eaHs it a church ; an example that should, in some measure, be followed 
by every one w^o pretends to be a follower of the blessed Jesus, though 
ibamefuily neglected by the greatest part of Christians in the present day. 
Whether they died in peace, or by the hands of those who opposed the 

£ regress of the Christian faith, is not known ; but however this be, they- 
tboured faithfully to extend the religion of Jrsus ; and, therefore, have 
keen justly placed amongst the first preachers of the gospel in the apbrto* 
lie age. 

APOLLOS, a Jezoish Convert, — The ancient writers gire no ac- 
cent either of the birth or family of Apollos ; all they mention is that he 
was a Jew of Alexandria, and came to Gphesus daring St. Paul's absence, 
who was gone to Jerusalem^ to visit the other apostles and the church in 
that city.. 

This eminent person was distinguished for his eloquence, and knowl* 
edge of the Scriptures. He was instructed in the way of the Lord, and as 
he spoke with zeal and fervour, taught diligently the thing^s relating to the 
kingdom of heaven, though be knew only the baptism of John. 

Apollos was no sooner come to Ephesus, than he began to speak boldly 
in the synagogue, and to shew that Jbsus was the Christ. Aquilla 
and Priscilla, having heard him^ took him home with them, instructed 
him more fully in the ways of the Almighty, and bapUzed him. lie was 
yery useful at Corinth, in convincing the Jews out of the 8cripttires, and 
demonstrating. to them that Jksvs was the Christ. Thus he watered 
what Paul had planted in that city. 

It is allowed by all, that he was an active and powerful preacher of 
tfae.gospel ; and that nnmbers were, by his preachings rendered obedient 
to the faith of Christ. 

TITUS, a Gentile Conner/.— This eminent person was a Heathen 
hy religion and birlh, but converted by St. Paul, who calls him his son. 
Titus was sent by St. Paul to Corinth, upon occasion of some dtspatea 
which then divided the church. He was very well received by the Ci> 
rinthians, and very much satisfied with their ready cH>mpIiance ; but wonld 
receive nothing from them, imitating thereby the disinterestedness of hia 
Master, who sought not theirs, but them. 

He went from Corinth to St. Paul into Macedonia, and gavebiman[ 
account of the state of the Christian church. A little while after, the 
apostle desired him to return again to Corinth, to set things in order 
against his coming. Titus readily nndertook this journey, and departed 
immediately carrying with him St. Paul's second letter to the Corinthians. 

Titus was made bishop of the isle of Cjete, about the sixty -third]^ ear 
of Christ when St. Paul was obliged to quit this island, in order to 
take care of the other churches. The following year he wrote to them 
to desire, that as soon as he should* have sent Tychicus or Artemas to 
him for supplying his place in Crete, Titus would come to him to Nice- 
copolis in Macedonia, or to Nicopolis in Epiros nnon the gulf of Ambraci^^ 
where the apostle intended to pass his winter. The subject of this epistle 
is to represent to Titos what are the qualities that a (»ishop should be 
endued with. 

St. Paul's epistle to Titos has always been acknowledged by the chifrch. 
Marcionities did not receive it, nor did the Basiiidians, and some other 
Heretics ; but Tatian, the bead of the Bocratltes, received it, and prefer- 
red it before all the resL It is not certainly known by whom it was 
sent, nor from what place it was written. 

It appears that Titos wai deputed to preaeb the gospel in Dalmatia ; 
Mid be was itiU there la tM year lixty-fiv^, ii)iaa \Via a^i^^ "hx^Xj^^ 
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vconl taklk to Timoiby. Be ^ed at die agje of aiaelj-fMff, moA m^ 
Irsried in Crete. Hn CeiUral is kept b?tlM Greeks oa the 2dUi of Aqstijfc^ 
and oa the 4^ of J^aoarj bj %be Latia dnii ^b. 

TIMOTHY^a Cemtilt Canzirt Op. wai Loraaccoidiaglo loma 

■L Ljftra ; or, according to others, at Derbe. His father was a Qeotile; 
liot bis molber a Jewess, whose aaoie was Eaaxc ax;d thai -of hU - ^moA't 
noiher L«l«. He was a ctMirert and disciple of St Pa>il. 

We take notice of these particnlan, beciuse St. Paul comaanAf 
llieir piety, and the good edoeation they had girea TirioUiy. When 
St. Paol came to Derbe and Lyatra abont the year of Ch..ist fifty-OM^ 
or fifty -two, the bfelh.ren gave a very adrantageoot iLatinor;-- of tlie nieril 
«nd good difpositioos of Timothy ; and the apostle woiil*! h&^e Uin along 
withDim ; bat be elrcnacised him al Lystrt, before he received hia failo 
biscanpany. 

Timmby ipplied himse'.f to laboor wilh St. P&ol in the business of tb# 
gospel ; and did bam rery iBipo«tant serrices, ihrongh the whole courso 
of Ms preaching. 

Timcthy accompanied St. Pan! to Macedonia, to Philippi, to Thenaloii* 
ira. to ESerea ; and w!ien the apostle went from Berea, be Ie(l Tiaothf 
and St!as there to coDn.-m the converts. When he came to Miiens, o^ 
tent to Timothy to come thither to him ; and when he was comeyand bad 
giren him an aoconnt of the churches of Macedonia. St. Paul sect bim 
back to Thessaloniea, from whence he afterwards returned with Silas« ana 
came to St. Paol at Coriolh. There he continued with him, and the apoatkf 
mention bim with ^Um at the beginning of the two epistles, whieh be tbeq^ 
wrote to the chnrcfa at Thessaloniea. In the year sixty-lhrse, when SU 
Pan! wrote to the Hebrews, he tells them that Timothy was come out off 
prison ; bat he gives cs no circumstances either of the impriaoDraeat of 
this dfseipley or of his release. In sixty-four when St. Paul returned froi^^ 
Rome, he left Timoiby at Eph^us to take care of that churclk of which, 
be was the first bishop, as he is recognized by the council of Cbaleedoo^ 
St. Paul wrote to Timothy from Macedonia, the fu^t of the two lMts$, 
which are addressed to him. ■ f i 

We may safely affirm, that if he d)d not die before the year ninety-soveOt 
he must be the angel. of the church of Ephesus, to whom St. Joiio writeti 
Her- ii. 2*^5 : thongb the reproachea which the Holy Ghost make to binv 
Jic. of having left his first love^ do not seem to belong to so boly a mn at 
llmothywaa . ■ * 

Sl STEPnr.N. Hit TrotO' Martyr In the year fifty-tht^e, the 

seven deacons were < boserf, and we find St. Stephen always placed at their 
b«^ad, as the chief and most worthy ; and it is generaly believed^ that to 
Iiad been bronght op at the feet of Gamaliel. However, he was romafk* 
ably'reaioas for the cause of religion, and full of^the Holy Ghost ; working 
r.:any wonderful mirar^les before th«f peop?», & prcssii^ them with the groat'^ 
est e^rnestnesft tocmbisce the doctrines of the gospel of Jb8U# C|i|HffT. 

The Jews were highly provoked at the zeal . of Stephen, and soma oC 
the «ynagngae of thf fr^^ed men of Cyrenia, Alexandria,, and other plaoof^ 
onterod into dispute ^vith him ; but being unable to resist the wisdom aoid 
fpint by which he sp^kp, th^y suborned false vrilnesses against him tdl 
testify that ihoy hearj him blaspheme against Mosfis aqd Jigainst God.— • 
TCor did they stop hern : tliey stirred up the people by their calumniet*; m 
thit they dra^^ged him before the council of the iiatioiv. or great Sanbo* 
Orim, where thry prodnrrd I'atse witnpsses against him, who deposed, thai 
they had hAArd him «pf*ak againiit tbe temple, and against th? law» and 
:<(Tirni thut Jrsus of Nazarelh wonid dr»troy tbe hoiy place* and. abolisb 
1^1! 'aw of Mosrs. Sl<*p'.. en, supported hy 1)14 own ionocenceand an in^ 
• '•'•Me PowVr from ori ::ij:.l\ Appeared undannled in the midst of this la^ 



««'mhly, and his rountens^iice .sl.ono like that of an angel. i 

The Jenis-h council ipf-r** s-i h^iiMy enraged at the speech of Stq)beil, 
rs^^rcijJljf the JLLierpa^t of it i;)aw.ihtx gnashed. ^Vr.tfetl> against bioi^ 
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jM Stephen lifting^ hb ejef to h^vep, saw the ^lory of God, »nd Jj^sci 
'fliuadiag at the right hand of Opinipotenco ; anon which, h'te said to th^ 
•^ouncil, *' I see the heavens open and the Son of tfnan standing at the righll' 
•^nd o£ God.'^ • This so greatly prpYoked the Jews, that thej cried ont 
^ith one voice, and stop^ their ears, as if they had heard sonie dreadfoit 
iUtphe^ ; and falling npdn him, they dri^ggea him oat of tie city, anj 
'Atoned him to death. . 

'^ Itis related In Scriptore, that St. Stephen while they were mangling his 
hodj with stones, was praying to Gpd fo^ their pardon, ** Lord,^ said hr, 
*' lay not this sin to their charge."' ' And then calling on his dear Redeem- 
er to receive his spirit, he yielded up his soul. Some pioqs persons who 
<]babeld the martyrdom of this good m^n, took care to bory bis remains ; 
•od the church attended his funer&l ^?liii great lamentations. 

St. SILAS or SYLVANUS, an Heb'^f'x Cpntjcrf— This holy per- 
iMin was aecordiog to St. Luke, a ch>'.'f man duiopgst the brethren, an ex- 
pression which indicates that he v:'>3 one of the seventy disciples : but 
the first account we i^ave of him is in the transaction relating to the dis^ 
putO'between the Jewish and Christian converts, with regard to the neces- 
«ty of keeping the law of iVfotes, when they chose Paul, Barnabas, Jo- 
das and Silas, to gc to Jern«Ueio, tp advise with the apostles conceroinjg 
ibis question. '. . . :t ^ * 

:. Be Ji&t a^ it may, when the dispute hapgen^ between Paul and Bama* 
iay: which termtnskted in ^ rapture. 'Silas joified hiipself to Paul, and ba« 
eame bis companion and assistant in the grea^work of preaching the gos- 
pel to the Gentiles. They first visited th«? ':h jrches of Syria aml.Ciiicia ; 
from thence they passed intoLyconia. ?h';gia, and Galatia; and, lastly^ 
they crossed the sea, and came into MbC'-:'!onia. 

' During their stay at Philippi, they found a yoqng woman posaeased of 
tn onclean spirit, who followed them several days, till Paul cast out the evil 
spirit^ and delivered bet from so dreadfu! :: plappne. This action prpyokeq 
the masters of the yonng wonfan ; for'sSe ^nqf mred considerable gains b^ 
the oracles and predictions the devil prpnonncjd by making use of heror^' 
gans :. they therefore seized Upon Paal and Silas dragged them before the 
magistrates, and accused thebi of mtrodncing castonis amongHt them, ctfti- 
trary to those of the Romans'; so that the nir-fristrates "^otdered that Paol 
and Siias should be scourged, and oommilted to f risbn : bi|t in the ni^ht* 
time there was a great earthqqake, the doors of the prison opened, and th» 
fetters of the prisoners fell off withoot any human assistance. 

Departing from Philippi, they travelled to Theesalonica and Berea. 
where they preached the doctrines of the gospel ; and Paul continuing bis 
journey to Athens, sent SHas tbitber, though they did not meet till they 
both arrived at Corinth, where St. {|iaal wrote his two epistles to the Tbes- 
salonian church. " ' ' 

St, FHTLIPf n Deacon, i^n ff^np Convert. — It is supposed that 
St. Philip Was « nativerof Cesarea in' QelUee, it bdn^ certain that his 
daughters lived in that city ; however he was one of the s0ven deaoons 
chosen by the apostleasoon after onr Saviour's resurrection. 

All the Christians, except the apostles, paving after the death of St. Sfe- 
phen, left Jerusalem, and dispersedthemselves in several parts, St. Philip 
went down to preach the gotpial ajt Samaria, where he wrought several 
miracles, and converted great nqmbers to the faith ; he also baptized 
them, bat being only » deaeonii could not administer the sacrament of the 
Lord's supper. • • 

It is probable St Philip was at Samaria, when the angel directed him to 
go towards the South, to theroad that leads from Old Gaza, an an^ien^ 
city in the root to • E^pt. Philip obeyed the summons of the heavenly 
messenger, and there met with an Etbiopeao ennnch, belonging to Cao- 
daee, queen of Ethiopia ; a person who was hig{bly esteemed by his lois- 
tress, ms well asentnisted with thectre of i^ll hec. iwrpnaei, acd who ha4 v 
been at JeroMiJeviy lo wotsbip tbe Aknightf l« 4ifil^||.1. W 
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Whenibe Ghftriot of tbb Ethioptui tppetred in the sight 4if Klip, t&a 
«iigel bid him advance towards the itrancer: he immediately obeyed^ an4[ 
hufd the eonoch reading a pasuge of the Prophet Isaiah ; opoa which 
hulip asked him, if he onderslood what he was reading? And the emiacb 
VHwared. Hoif should 1 understand, except some person explain i to ae ; 
d aw r i ng Phillip, that he wbaid eolne and sit down by him in the ehaciali» 
"pae passage he read vjras this ; '* He wa^ led es a sheep to the slaogbter | 
and as a lamb before bis shearers is domb, so he bpenea not hit rooath.'*-* 
Having 6nishecl the passage, the eonoch desired to know whom the ]^ro- 
phet intended : '* Is it, says he, himself the prophet here means, or some 
other man.'* |n answer to the question proposed by the eonacb, Pbilip 
began to in street him concerning the Redeemer of the world, the man 
Christ ^csus ; and aflcrwerds baptized bioi, end he became a member of 
Che eharch of Ch RisT. 

The sacred writer^ are silent with regard to the actions of St. Philip, 
nfter the tim.e of his baptizing the IJthiopian epnach— but the ecelesiattical 
writers say, that he left Palestine and travielled to Tralles, in the Letser 
Alia, where be founded a charchv of which he was both bishop and epos- 
tie ; and where after long labooring in the vineyard of his Master, and 
working many miracles, be slept in pekce, and was buried in the churdi \m 
lad caased te be erected. 

St THADDEt/S^ the Disciple It is generally suppossed that St. 

Thaddeas was the brother of St. Thomas, and one of our Saviour's seventy 
dtaciples. He is not mentioned particularly in the evangelical hislory, but 
in common with the rest of the seventy : he constantly attended the dif» 
courses; and was an eyewitness of the miracles of his great Alerter tli0 
Son of the Living God. r 

What theiransactionsofThaddeos were respectmg the propagation of 
the gospel, cannot be a9certained,because he has not been well distinguished 

Sm St. Jode. The Latins honour one St. Thaddeos on the eleventh of 
y, whom they seem to make a martyr in Asia : and the Greeks remem- 
ber him on the twenty-first of Augost. They say« that he died in peace 
at Berytos in Phoenicia, after baptizing meoy persons in that dty and the 
iielgfalMuriDg parts. 

A COMPLETE GENERAL VIEW OF THE 

APOSTLES and their SUCCESSORS, 

|n the Five Great Churches founded by tbem, thence called bjtiie 
Ancients, APOSTOLIC CHURCHES: namely, Antiock. Rome, 
Jerusalem, Bizantiumor Constantinople, and Akxandtia; daring the 
first Uiree hundred years of the Christian i£ra. 

I 

The church at ANTIOCH in SYRIA. 

« 

WE place this first, partly because it 19 generally acknowledged, 
even by the Romish writers, that a church was founded here by St. I^ter 
some considerable time before that at Rome ; partly because here it was 
that the venerable name of Christians did first commence. In whipb in- 
spect the fathers in the council at Constantinople under Nectarlus, in their 
synodicon to them at RoniP, style the church at Antioch, ** The most an- 
rient. and truly apostolical ;" and, "St. Crysostom, the head of the whole 
wof\d.'^ The soccenslbn ef it's bishops till the time of CoosUntiue /wfaiefa 
fball be ths boQndarjtl>|||j ^^;fc<>uul^ w%^\i!i ^tea Ma^tt^ etJtr,. 



IfFB OF JESUS CHRIST, md hu APOSTLES, ««« m 



f. St, Ifeter the apoitle, who gOTerned thii chorcfatii loaal aewD 
lAeephoroi of Conltantinople laja elereo. , 

II. Evodiui, who sat tweotjibree jfean. The diaciplei w«re firit eatttd 
CbHttUof at Antiocb in his tiioe. 

in. Ignatias, after near forty yean presidency otot this c&irIi; he lAia 
ctrrM odt of S^ria to Rome, and there tbrown to f^Ud beasta in iIk their> 
tre, k, D. one hdndred and ten ; Trajao, eleven. 

IT. Heron, who was bishop twenty years. To him raceeeded^ 

It. Comelitfs, who kept the place thirteen years, 4ying A. D. mfe Hamt 
dred and forty-twro. 

VL Eros, twenty-six ; tfr, as Eosebios's twenty fovTiyean. 

Vll. Th6opbttns, thirteeA: he was a man of great parts and learning} 
Iftany of his woVks were extant in EnkUns's time, ami some of them axih 
handed down to us. 
' Vlff. Ittaximintis, thirteen ; he dying, the next that was chosen, wafe^ 

IX. Serapioy twenty-five: many of his works are mentioned by Euiebiai 
itnd St. Jerom. To him sacceeded, 

X* \8clepiade8.; he was a man of great worth and eminency, and itf- 
Vincihfe c<instancyin the time of persecution: he continued in. this lei 
nine years. XI. Pbilelas, eieht. Xtl. ZebinQS,or Zebennas : six yeanl 

XI If. Baby las, thirteen : after many conflicts and snfferingsfbr the faith^ 
he received the crown of martyrdom under Decios, who demanded hia 
chains to be bnried with him. 

XI V. FabiniB, or, as the patriai^h Nicephonis calls him, Flavins, pot* 
^ssed the chair nine years. He was a little inclining towards noratiomsm. 

XV. Demetrianus: he sat biahop, according to I^ephoms^foor ; Eoaa^ 
bios says, eight years. 

* XVI. Panlnfe Samosatenns sat in the chair eight years; wliea, for hit 
uhepiscopal manners ai)d practices, his nnsoond dogmata and prindplei^ 
and espi^dally his mean and unworthy opinions concerning onr Savion^ 
he was condemned and d^osed by a synod at AnUoch, whose aynodicA 
determinatfon is at Targe extani: in Ensebiufi^ history. 

XV I r. Domnos soceeeded in the place of the deposed. He was son t* 
Demetrian, Paulas' predecenor in tfia^t see ; constituted and ordaSned. fi^ 
the place by the fathers of that synod, who furtfier give him this bonoorar 
ble character, that he was a man ebdoed with all episcopal virtues and oi'- 
naments. EasebiuQ makes himf to have held the see six, Nicephoros but 
two years. XVl H. 'Hni&ns : he sat ill the chair ten years. 

XIX. Cyrillus, who presided over that charcb, in the account ofNic^ 
pborus-, fifteen ; aceordihg to Enisebiol twenty four years, 

XX. Tyrannus, he sat thirteen years, fri Vis time began the tenth perse- 
cution under Dioclesian, which raged with ^eat severity. XXI. Vitalis, sij(L 

XXII. Paulinus, or, as Nicephortfs calls him, Pkulas ; who after five 
yiianr, was deposed & driven out by the Ariaii faction, which then prevdleai 

XXIII. Eost'athlas. fornnsrly bishop of Boroea, was a leariied man, an"! 
of great note and eminency, in the council at Nice, which was the first geiS 
era! council summoned by Conslantine the great, after he bad restored 
peace and prosperity to the church in general. 

The church at ROME, ix ITALY. 

MANY of the Others having with good reason, equally attribnted 
the foundation of this celebrated duircb to Peter and Paul« the one asdbe 
mpostle of the circumcision preached to the Jews, while tne other, fiob»- 
biy as the apostle of the nncirenmcision preached to the Gentiles. Tbe 
following is the order in which it's bishops succeeded. 

I. St. Peter and St. Paul, who both sufrer||^||rtyrdom onder KerOt 
the Roman Emperor. ^^^^^ ^ ^ 

II. Linus^. the §90 of Horenlaont, a Tlj^^^^K^ Tcw(tk>&«ut\ V^^^ 
Paul : I^ aat batiiweii elevcQ aod twalve yet 
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'Ill Clew, dr Atfieletm* or Aatucletof a RoiMui»tiM Hm 
kt Mt BOH, tbongb others say MK two yiivt. 

IT'. Chmtni, a Ronwo, bort in BfovM Gelhu, waa.tl)r «^ 
mn. near akin, mjp nme, to the emperor : be was eoodeviiMd .ipldij^i^ tbe 
taaittei(anTleB' ton iIm Etutine sea, add bj Ibe fioaiQii«i.of Tt^a|igwj{^ 
an aticbbr aboiil bit neck, thrown into the sea. He was bishop of Kom 
Irine yean and foar moaliis. .. X - .x 'i J ■ 

V. Eoailitas, bf birth a Greek bdt his fatiier was a Jew of 9etji^ham: 
lie is laid to have beiBii erowned with martjrrdoinihe last ym'r of Tc^^ 
in the ninth of his bishopric, or the thirtoenth, acqording to <Uhtfs^ - ,. 

VI. Alexander, i RooMDy thoogh young In years, WM kravb in .bis 
iBianners and converiatioo : be sat tea yeats and seven mipnths^ i^ j|icA 
4 martyr. .. ^. 

VII. Xystos, or Sixtos, a Roman: ho was martyred in the tenth ,yHkt 
of his bishppric, and baried in the Vatican at Rome. a ' 

Vilf. l^lcsphorni, a Greek socoeeded, Juiiin the martyr floans|i9|i| 
in his time. He di^ a martyr, having sat eiereo yjsars apd^ tbn^ 
jaonths ; ten years and ei^t montlu, according to others ; ai4 lies 
buried near Sl.'Peter, in the VaUcan. 

' IX. HygioQs, the son of an Atheniy philosopher, wai advane^ td^th^ 
tofasT under Antoninus Fins: he sat foar years ; Euaebins sa^ eight.. 

X. Pill)^ an Italish, was horn at Aoaileia : he died, having fioa Uili^ii 
eleven years and four months ; acdnroiog to £asebios» fifteen y^ars. 

XI. Anicelus, born in Syria : he is said, afW nine, or» as others aferfpf 
years, to have suffered martycdom, and was btiried in the Via Appaig Mt 
the cemetery of CaHistus ; In Us time Poljcarp came to {tome. , , . . |. 

XII. Sotar, or, as NiMBhoras calls him, Soteriehua, v^as a Camyiaii 
the son bf Coneordios. Iiiere wu an intercourso of lette/i between hmi 
and Dionisios bishop of CorlhthlL Ha died afler he had M nine) ifTt aii 
Snsebias reckons, seven years. ,/; 

jnil. ElntUeritas, born at IVicoi>olis in Creech To Gtm LocUls luak 
of Britain sent a letter and an embassy. Me sat fifteen yearstdioi ▲•1K 
one huadred and eighty-six> and lies burled in the Vatican at J^mo;. . 

XIV. Victor, an African, the son of Fefik« was a matf of^'forMs Mlf 
Intemperate spirit. He was bisbop tan years. -. . ut^i 

XV. Zephyrinns, a BoAan, ancceeded, and ponesied tbo difiir ^igjaL 
or, as others ^gbteen years ; twenty, says Ooaphriiis : a ploasaodtlQasnew 
man, but a Kttle warping toirards the errors of Muntanas. 

XVf . Callistns, or Calfattas, the son of Domitins^ a Romap i a yrndpi^ 
and modest man : he saffif*ed mtfdb in the persecution midor MfmfAtr 
Severus, under whom he became a martyr, being thrown into ft.^Mi if 
the procurement of Ulplan the great lawyer, bot a sevare eoamy te jOlms- 
tians, he sat six years, or as others maintain, five and one m9^ » . M^ 
Uioagh be made a cemetery, or burial place, called after Ids oma nanie^ 
yet was he baried in that of Calepodios, in the Appian Way. «^ 

XVII. Urban OS, the son of rontianua, « Roman ; aifter fonr« oraf, 
some, six years, he suffered martyrdom for the faith ; BuseblQs bo fiflVb 
St. Jerom, in his translation, nine. He was Iraried in Frastextatns^s ceinit 
tery in the Appian Way. - 

XVIII. FoDtianus, the son of CalphomiiN, a Roman : for bis boldly re- 
proving the Roman idohitry, he was banished into the island Safdinis, 
where hedied ;he was bishop aboutthree or four, or, as Easebi'ns, five years, 

XIX. Anteros, a Greek, the son of Romulus : he died, according to 
some, when he had kept his place only one month, (thoii^'othM. frltboot 
reason, make him to have lived in it many years j and was btfied: mtbc^^ 
inetf»ry of Callislus. 

XX. Fabisnus, aA|jj|te. he was unexpectedly chosen bishop, white 

several others beingJH^^Hkition, a pigicn suddenly dcscedflfedjinA sik 

ii^on hh head, the l^^^Hv^ ^ VVia^Ho^i 8^t HedM^U M^» af> 
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■ I ' * - ■ ... «« --* .a^A^ I 

1 * . ' • ■ 

A. XX1« Coroelioi, m Ranii^. who oppoied tnd coademMd Novocatioa : 
ft^iqwiUlyfeiUripiMdMw&UmuidGtp^ Aflter tonlMkiU aftti 
ihfta two jeMt« ho waa 6*4 era«lljf wMopod, theo beh«ded, wd iiA«^ 
WHs biiried io a^U iridiifl tho griiigo of Lod^. DOW 1^ 

XXII. LMoi, ftHMMBf-wt two, or, m othors liioo joors: bo tofiefoil 
iaat^oik B/ t;to odOUttiii^ df Volorioif. IhdiKw hnied iliCiUtM^ 

JibXIIl. dtepbtimi^ % Roiikn. tho ibn bf JiiHfti $ j|^t eobtoMi wora 
bttwMn hiia ond CypriOB, oboot ^biiilliiiit tbotb who bod libeb bkpUsod 
bfHmtidL Hfi wot ttiboododoair ho hbd fait oboot two or tbrbojMr^ 
thoogh oihen mj ieton ; And wot buriod bj bis Heaoeenbr. ^ 

' XXI V. X^itof. a Groo&» formeriy a phitoBd|ihar of Atheiif. AfUr ono, 
br, ai othen oontmUr, two ^oari ana ten inontbi, ho joffbiod aiiiKjrdoBi; 
Busebins rechoni it okbt jeart. 

XXV. Dionyftni, of a mook nkioe IMiop. \n the jodcment bf DioDjifiu, 
bishop of Alexandria^ iHm a tnilj loarnod afid adadraUlo pMdb. Tho 
time of hii praddeiiqr H traoertabilj dingded, afx, niaoy tafi, eleren \ 
KaieBiqt extendi it to twolfo jean. 

XXVI. t$A\k, a Rbaad ; in his tiMO arose the MiinidiiiEtfn heresy. 
He hatred abbot the foorttt or fifth >ear df his eplicdpae), and ties boriaA 
in tho AbreHatt Wdj^ in a eometery of his bwn, two miles from Rome. 

XXVI !• Eattddanw, a iNuean, a man exeee^ihgly careful of the bo? 
Kal of ihartyrs ; after one yeai^s spaeo, #as Uoisalf icroWned #ith imirtyr* 
dam: Ensmm alibis hidi tdbhoi|(ht months: OnopWas bight yeani 
ind six dsbothi. 

XXVI IL CUhiJ, on oi EdMhii balb Uta, Gaiands, a bdlAatiai^ 
j^insman to tho emperor DIoelesian, and Hi the porseeotioii dader hhd( 
beoame a niartj^ir. He sat ele?eil ^eal» ; ibmo sav loogeV : EosoHui fifteen 
yeari. tie wa beheadbd,«nd boned in CaHigtis'ft cemetery. 

XXTX. Maroellions, a Ronuin i thrbagh fear of torihetit he iiiMfieed to 
ibe Godi ; hot reeoveriiu| himself, died a nia^, wMi he bad sat eight dT 
idne years. Ho. was bohetded, andJbnfiedin the cenfetoiybf PriacOla, 
In the ftalatian Way. To him siiccoedodi 

XXX. MaroaUoi, d Roman ; k f#ni ob od e m^ e d by MaxMios thoty- 
tent, ttf keep beasts in staMo, ibKloh ho performed, yet withoot omit- 
tiiig bis pHtyers. and ^oMsbi of dofotidn. Ho died after fire years awl 
tea monthi, and wii boHod In the bbmeteit of PHscUla. 

XXXI. Eniebios, d Greek, was tho adki of b pl^sii^iUi : he sofferti 

eveh noder the tyranny of Msxentlns. lio sat six years, saysomo; 
or; say others ; thoogh Ensbbids alMrt idni bbt seten months : OiMib 
eioi one yef r and seven BMmths. Ho wds botied fo tho Appbm Woy. 
rC5aHistlM^e«meUft. 
XXXIt. Mitiades, an African ; bo arigkt fMMj be a confessor ondor 

{laxeotids, hot cdold odt bd a mart^ onder M exialhias, as some report 
im; Hb sat throe or Ibdrt thoogh othera assign him but two yean ; asA 
ivas baried in tho ceibetery of CalUstos. 

XXXIII. Silvelter, a Itomafi ; hb waselebtod rittto the phue, A. 0. three 
bttndred dnd fi»nrteen« fetched from the momdiiB- Soract, wbetbor ho had 
lied for fear of persecotibn. He i^as high^ in iiTonr with Constantine 
the great. He sat tWenty-three, Nicephorbs ibyi^.^^'^dty- eight years. 

The Church at jerusale^, » judea. 

IT may with some degree of trath be adblib|jl^tbat the chotch of 
iorosalom was fonnded \x$ oar Lord him«lf,^oa'it iM|| !fer some timo oiA- 
tivated^and improved by tho miniitry of tboiAolotbliego of apostles. 
«Tho bisbope of It socoooded m the followiocj|i|L 
. L fit. James tho Leu, the hrother of en^^^^nl hln, my some, \vBfi> 
tteOate^ MuMtaMri UA^i bol aa ftl^^^BpbaUi; b^ ibb %^ 
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ilei: i*in«lliro«aofftba Unpte, widlustniBitfelAant wifhafllllM:^ 
club. 

IL Slneoa, tbc KMftrciEopbhi, botha.aT ^oMlb ofi; Ifud)* npaf eV 
fttbtf. heMtinthii dw tnntj-UifM jeui, jfpB jiil^red awfl^fravv in 
Ibe ralga of Tr^}u, u tAa en'e hundred Hid tw jtBl^k |Mr tf bii ^. 

HI, Jdiitai (Qccieoed in Ei< room, imriat «ix jcari. 

IT. 74MtKDiv or, M5ic«phorDiUiBfHariwcfacaUiliiin, ZuliuM^raa^ 

V. Tobiai ; to him, ftflet foiu jevit ineceafed, ^. 

VI. BenjuniD. wbp nt two yoii. VII. Jobn, irto continiwd lli| 
Udwipice. VIII. &lBtLbiii,ar MaUliaas two^eui. 

1X> Philipai, one year : next ume. X. Sensca, vibo sat Tobt jeart. 
' XI. Jiiittii, fbnT. XU. Len, or Lebet, tt>D. Xllt. Ephrein. or 
Kphrel, or, ii Epiphaniui ttyfei him, V'apbret, two. XIT. Joseph, two. 

XV. Jndas, two. VVe msf obaerre, thft most of Uif se bisbopt governed 
lie chnich bot a abort lime, foIIowiDg ooe aoollifr witli a vety qiiicfe sue- 
ce»ioQ ; wliicin doubtleai, wai in a f reiU neuare owing to the (aibitlent 
•nd DTHjuiet homoBr of tKe Jewisfi nalioo. frFqncgllv rebelling agaioiit the 
Rniaan power*, wherebj they provoked tbem to Tali hpafy upon ilwn. and 
cut off all that caioe in their way, making db di!i[int;lion between Jew* 
•Wd Chriitiaoi ; ai iodeed tbey were all Jews, though dlSi^ring io the riLet 
•r their religion: far hitherto tbe biabopi of JentEilein bad EUCGetsivery 
been of the ericamcUion. Ll^ church there having been enUrely midc up 
^f Jewiih conitrti: bat Jerninjem t>eing now altei-lj laid waste, aiid Like 
Jewi dUpersed into all oiher'countriei, the Geiiiiles were adniittedno^ 
«aly into the budy of Ifiat church, but aveo into tho epiicopal chair. Tb^ 
are ranged in tlic following ordf r. 

XVI. Uareoi, who MteighL lean. XVIJ. CaMiaaiia. qieBL . 
TCTIII. Publius, five. X EX. Maxim d>. To or. XX. Jnr^i,. two. . 
XXI. CaiBDDa, three. XXII. JalTanoi, four. ' 

. XXT. Eli u a, two. We donotlini] tbeiiisbop meDtJOiledtjrEllHln^l^ 
liot he i* recorded by Siccphnrus uf Constatitinopte. 

' XXVl. tapilo, foDF. XXVIT. Maxlinni, Tour. XX^III.' Aa^Vt 
fiiw, XXIX. Valeoa, three. JkXX. Dulichianus, two. ... ^ 

. XX3(I. NarciMua. four, lie was a man of eiDioctit pie^, ff ino'bi fq^ 
^ ^rUH mvaclet which liewrou^t: but not b^^ able to faear.tb< ■% 
nenions'fthobgh God Unally and miraciilnusiy vindicated bii *Wou(iu} 
|!t>Mt bi.tchurcb, and raiied into desert* and if Ulaty SJabni j|*M- 
abicncn.WBi cfwHn, . ,. .." .' 

: .X^XII. DJut.w&ontoJgliljunaflerliin. . . ,.\'\ 

X^XIII. Germanio, fanr. . 

XXXIV. Gord'iDs, fire. T'li'hi* time Narciitoi. w.oae JVoa tfto-.iln^ 
(tiretncnt, and wai inuiorlaned by the poopltf 



r«luf ced from his p1a« of fttiretncnt, and wai iin{iorlaned by the poopltf 
•gain to talie the. gorVD^^t ojT. the chorch upon bim ; 'beiQg V|>|gl4> 
merenced by then, both for bis strict and philatopbiiiil ennrw.V 



Moond «dininiitralion faa.qpnUDned tpn yeari, luffering ngarlyfidom v. . 
be we* near an hundred aqd twaol^ yeari old. To teliaTO Uie^ii^ciAk 
tie* of hii great age, tboy took in to be bit coHeagne, .. j 

XXXV. Alexandar, ^m^^ tuitu^ io Cappa^ia; he wBf an eniw^ 
confeiBor and having lat^fffteen j'cara, died in priwn nnder the DeciMi ^■ 
•ectitian. XXXVl. Huabane>,DiDe *ear«. 

XXXVir. Hynitanta, twenty three XXXVIII, 2abd» teiv 

XXXIX. Hernoi), niqf. I]e.was a> Eusebio* telU qi, the lait biiLop 
is y^t *«f> befnre tM W>^I'»r>«''<itinn that ri^cd even in hi tliae. 

XL. MacRrii».iMSkin'«d'A. D. tbr«e handred ind fifteen: be i>mipr» 
tent irt the great JTierancevonncit. Hp lat, My* Tiircphornt of Conatan- 
tinople, twpnSy jrari^iykulernin allow! hini to have cotitianet a'Bldl 
tcKger lime in the ^i^^^^Bsf the clinrch. 



Thk church at CONSTANTINOPLE, 

IT cannnt l)e dnnbted that CliU church wai ^st fonndci! by St. An- 
Aiev. The succesiian of it'i bithopi wis aa follows: 
'' I. St. Andrew th'! apoetle. He was crucified ai Pilrie tn Admia. 

[I. Stacfays, wliom St. PbiiI calls his betoyed Stuhjs, urduined lii,1ia|f 
;by St. Andrew : be sat sisteen years. '^ 

III. OneiinmQ?, fourteen. IV, PoljcarpQS, aeveiil«n. 

V, Plutarchus, sixleaD. VI. Sedecio, aloe. ' 

VII. Diogenes, fifteen. Of the last three no mention ii made in NIcp* 
iiliDrug of Canstaotinople, but thev are itetifered by Niceiiboios Colliitu^ 
4ib. till. c. e. p. JJW- Till. Bkutheris. leren. 
' lX.'Feli.t, fii-tf. X. Poljrearpns, seventeen. 

X(, Alhenoitorus, four. He erected a church called Elea, nrterwardl 
#uch beautified and enlarged by Constantine the Great, 

XIE. Euzoiui, sixteen, though Kiccpliorus Calliitut allows but tis> ^ 

a(II. t.HUrcntias, eleven ycdrg and six tBonthi. 

XIV, Alj^piiis, thirteen. ''■> 

XV P?[tir>ax, a man of cnniular dignity, he built atiather church ntae 
tte &ea side, which he calied Peace. He sat nineteen je^rs, which Kjce- 
Iphorus, Callisliwredaceitonine. XVI. Oiympianus, eieren.' 

XVII. Marcoi, thirteen. XVlIl. Cyriicui, or, Cjrillianuj gi.ttecn. 
. SIX. ConstaiillDus, seven. In the di&t yeu'r of hi; bishopric, be built 
\ church in the north part of the city, which he dedicated to the hononr of 
'lEiipheniia lite martyr, Who had auB^redin that place. In this oratocv ha 
*pent the remainder of his life. Quitting hri episcopal chair to 

XX. Titus, who sat thirty-five years and sis mantht ; though Nicephorua 
CalMsius makes it thffly-seven yeafsi " After him canie 

XJCr. Itametnui, brother(a*tbey tell Di)t»tbeeiiiperar ErotlQi. He 
was bishop twenty-one yekri and lisRumtha. : ' '' 

jCltll. JP/okm*. nKCMlI«d liti Uhar Dometruf, viA ikt tir^TC innif- 
tnbiio; ' ■■ ■ "i 

.K^^lll. MetrAvfcMCdui brotber. irbo Kovcncd tbat chvcA 'tan yvri. 
And in hiatime it wm tbat Con slantilw tranklttad the inipaiM ootirt htlh- 
i*r, enlarged and adorned it, called it after his awn name, and mada'tt tba 
kWtortlweiniHra. :, 

JEXIV. AlexHderawwodad: ba wai ■ ivm of gmt piety and iatagrtt 
1^, vealow and eoDitwriii Maintaining Uw tiolb agwivt th» bUaptemiM 
of Arioi. He aat twenty- three ymtn. 

. Thb CHUfiCH.AT ALEXANDRIA, iw EGYPT. - 

t^.:. ECCtfG&lAijtTI'CAl' VrlUn MSxn, fiM tba foimditiotu of tbU 
dmeh wera laid, and a great p»rt of it'a anpeckruetan niasd by 46 
IniM!^ ; w!u> tbooili oot itrickl; and prapBrly an apoatle, yet being '.am 
j^MiMe at large, and imoudialely coguBJaiionad by St. Peter, it juitj^ ob- 
tained IbehoBoor of aa apoitoUeal dior^. ll'i' Ujhopt and ggrunon 
^iVthattet dflwo. 

I. St. Marb the erangeliat, aftrbaulni^aai martyrdom we ban 
i^keo in bia life^ He.iat two yetri. 

II. Auuus, cbartcterited by Giiebitti '* A mao baloTad of Qod, kdA 
^dnirabta InalltUDga." He tat twenty -two jieava. 

. III. Aflliiu, twelve, or m Bawlria*, thirleen. 

., IV. Credo.wboaiucBeded aboutthe firit year of 'n^jan. He att lea 
^•ar* ; aceoiding to EnKtHai, eleven. V. Primal, twelTO, 
, ' VI. Jnitoi, or Juitinoi, ten. 

: Vlli GumeDes ten, or at Etuebiu, thirleea4-& Jerom, b hit tnula- 
tion, call* him Uymeneni. i4. .M 

11. Mvcni, HI ai»[ciuiii, thiriacv \ i)jnWN|liliiijiii 



•m iJlrterieimeaiMt.miii,uiitiVtt,tf. 

IX-CiUis.uasWHI 



fcrnsMBW. fowtMB ; MCMlBif to EaAnm, t 






4>lMf ;^wn ; 4»bkS IflMJAoraiorpmlialfaaplt, ^k 
nijnMa^ for lit pmcewiar, ■— fcfi k fbitf -thne. 

Xiy. Ehorain. wvMiiMn. He wat mc of the wnI en ^ 
of hU Ubm. He fled in (lie tiocldb ie«r of tbe emerar Gmnmi 

XV. HudtPiH. Or»pT«^-ter he «■■ nude Whop oT AUauiiiik-* 
fia Mt h ttel daif c'i>bten] j-evi. v:>'ordirE lo BnfrtM^i coq^otatwai 
IlivB^inecplwniorConitiatinciple ■iii^fihimtot cigkt. - 

XTI. TbMMi, leventeeo ; i.t *ceoi&nglo SU Jerti't ?W»o* •€ 8«- 
■AiqtliiaH^e!i,tohiTii ipcceea«a, - 

• XTII. PUnii, liwi.e. fie beg.!! I)ii offi^ Qittf J«m« bAw ft" ■* 
MnccDtioo. 4nu oriofiaite Urictoet* tnd Mciiwq- *nJrfi»WtalP"P 
idduti; for Ac gMd of the chorcb. Be rnfferefin the lOBtb <^*F « W 
penkrvtiM, gata'toe the emn oTniutjrdoih irith Ifae lot* oTUi haw 

' XVIII. Ael>'U"«nV»f thaq(hNic>pbariiiofCqDi!antfnopl*all«»iKa 
%lit one j«T. ' Bj him Ariiif, pom U* fobmiulon, wki ordaiDcd preibjtef, 

* XtXi Xluchnder, tiHiillr-lbnww' Under Um Arki begm mm npenlj 
ti> broach hii beiieif at Anxandna, and ibotttv afLer candemiMd Igr iw 



falhefi'of tba cooneil of niM. Nenrtlwlew, bli abominb'c tenaH have 

l»fc;"" 



(nhctadtlMchDrch "mora et lew, to tha ^eient day, and ara opnbf 

twmti bt tWcMBki of the nuel of Jksoi, wbo i» God ortr all. Uei- 
_l tJi-^S.. ■ >— ^- - - — ■■-? ■■ - ■ . ■ ... V . - . . - »i 



THE EVIDENCES 

Vpmn'iUk CHkl^TiASITV Ufaaidtd; iitclvSng* Camfl^Mb- 

/Met nf Ckrittisnilf, logttker v^'.tk pliin and iofif/acMy d» ^W .I A 

it m^lont tfkvdt igmSutt o<tr' Holy Atligkm tm Ann ^UfiK«. *>*- 

1^, JnfiMt, Fm-T.nidttrt,^e.it. ■--.■;, ' / 

AUONGSTotherondinibtedaalboritlctencn^tng niMlPKpiA 
'IihintrBelM,«xt«ntaibong Pagan <rriteri,'Uia pwOeakn wbiafc >IHl9!r^ 
•MaU|itoitadbjiOTvmworatfa9«rtlwiBlhKtbBd iMbMi^ «*a.:|ifal 
io «r vear (he aga ofODr SaTinnr and hit diaeipTw. ~ - v.-^ ' 

*' 'IW A BVUiltM C«Mr bad nrdered the whole Bflnire fai ba eeaiad m 
taxed.r'irhtebbrbiigRtiwrBaVtoii^a rapoted prnktu' BatUAMtl'tbi^ 
li mentiotied ^tj teveni Roman Mttoriani, u lUfaViSildoplMk *v4 Pi*P* 
" That B great li|:hl.'ar'ft titir ttu- appealed tn' the But, «MiA Urtet^ 
A* wi«e man'lo bar StTJoar':**' (bia is rteorded hj CMtUm. "TWt 
Merad, the hlngorPaltitiiw, 'ioi aften inentioned in Ui« toman Mttf, 
inadaa [treat stan^liUV of jnnoeetit c|iildf en,". befiir *p jwbrin oT'hVfoe- 
CMwr, that h« [iiit to deatfi to* owRMnion that, ^onnt'; tbta LhatnUw 
«f him ii giv^n by Mwcal hiftnHafti, aqd Uul cfWl fact wiCBt|i W (yi'^ IT ' 



crobini, a'Heatben auDmr.-trttoCBDi K ai a kirawn'ftjBgV'rTrltlKiDt uw W 
mark UMB ft. " Titat oar, ^avfonr had been 'h ^pt :" IMl^ G«|*^ 
ibtraghhe raifeaaiTiftnitrOTn«fn(y aponit,]^ m ftrfram idn^hig, tipt 
he lelri ni oift SatloDrfenrnei) the at^i of mule in tbat cMBtn. ''TWt 
Piiniiu) Ifilate wit goverrmr of Jqdra; that mir Sonoor wai lAuugbl is 
Jinl{>>h'nt liefnre him, ■ri'T tiy hfm rmderabed and cracified:" lUib >•• 
oorded b/ Tacitoa. " Tint many nrirartilout carei atid werlii, obt Af tlA 
nrlinwy eo:irM<if n»Iiire Ofrre wron(ht by him:* Tbi« it' eoDhaod by 
Jiilivn itir ■f»niiftii>, Pnrpt^yry. irrd HtrtoirW, allof IbaAi, not enltr Fagui^ 
. but prnfcisH enemieiand per^ecuEori nf CbriitilTiHj. '"nMl OBT Otf- 
" ar,ttr»Utd Mf«nHhtii)t>i wU A cvtet tn ym ' auuta i Bt loJiUpteJte- 



>ioi)i :" llils is alteited bj Phelegon in Iii« «nnals, m we ar* iitnretl hj ibf 
leimed Orgun againit Celhni. " That at Ihe limo wlien onr 9a»toW 
^ied tbf re wm a mimcalom dsrkneis, and a great earlhijualie :" Mt !• 
)r«carded by Lbe »me Plielcgon Ihe TntllBn nbo fras llUewiie a ri^>Bi 
■nd freeman to Adrian (lie emperor. Wo may here obierve, thai a iMin 
^l Trallium, which nai not sitQale at bo great a diiUr)cc from PJntliM, 
niight very probably be informed of sach remarkable events aa Iiad f airti 
Amongst Ihe Jews in the age immedialeij preceding hi» nwn time, rfM* 
peveral of bis countrymen with nbom he bad converKd, migbt hav* n» 
ceifed B confuied report of our Saviour before liii crucifixion, and ptsV- 
Kbly lived within tbeahate of the earthquake, and thethadow of IheeellpHi, 
■ which are recorded bj lhi« author. " 'iliat CHRiar waa wOfiblp[«rt •■■ 
^God among it the Chrittians j ibat they would rather mfler dealU thm 
T>]a)plier»e him ; that thej receiTrf a Mcrament, and by it enlpred into * 
Vow of abstaining from sin and wiekednest," conformablo to th« •*'* 
■«i»en by St. jPani ; " that they had private asiembliej uf worship, nnfl'oW 
Jojoin together in bymns:" thie. is the account which Pliny the yowtg» 
gifes of Chriitianity in hii day», about eeveniy yean alltr the dpitll « 
£nnisT', aiid which agrees in all it's circnmstancei with Ihe aceounta ■•• 
jiave in holy writ, of the firtt stalo of Christianity aRvr Ihe crnrifiilWS •• 
jBur blessed Saviour. '' Tliat St. Peter, whose miracles am many of tf,W»»- 
corded in holy writ, did mapy waoderful worlii," is owned by Julian tlM 
^apo'tate, who therefore represent! him as a great magician, and on* "to 
■.liad in his possasiion a book of magical secrets left him by our SarlMf. 
'■' Tiiat the devils or evil spirits were subject to him." we may learn ttom 
jorphyry, wbo objr?cl» to Chrislienily, that ainca Jeswb had began to ,■• 
worshipped. .Escniapius, and the rest of the gods did no more coo*ei»* 
with men: nay, Celtui hiinrelf affinDi the nne tbing in effect, when tm 
Mtya, that the power* Wn1c!f' iec'ibed 16* nmiti iq Chriatiaiif proceeded 
fro dt the Die ofcertalji iianiea and iriToeatlaD'' of certain dMmoni. Ort- 
na remarfca on tbii 'passage, tbit tbp aiithaT donbtleH hint* at tboM 
GhrMana itrba |;tit to Bight q*II aptritt add ImM time whv wen p«t- 
>WBtMI «ftlf tkwi J H' het which bad bees' vften iiKn. «i b* dtfabrvi fa ai- 
^OMrbart^tll Ad^ntn agakiat CMiM Bnt at tba lame Uiae, Tw. ■■- 
lareabytlMBseorBo other name but Ikai vfjaaiia, tawfa(ek'«cre, added 
acveral Mata^tt Id |itf IiMmt. bat netUng h'ky any invaealion to tenmna, 
*" iJiMf wa* M fiart letvllb tl|e raportaf aar SavfoDr'a Dinvlcf, and Ihe 
jloaMeHt att a t fc Ba t i i wWaamiaa Mw, tbattbooabheanntinliiDatMkB^ld 
■W UnMLlhaol U ba tn< 7^ In«wisf J^ miaft ba tUenead i»iaeb an an- 

fir, praridei Ijimt^f witk MMtber ntreat,^baB teaten oot of W, nam*- 
out: aa/SMoor *u a-miiKiaaA ' Thii' be cttnMrai tbe feeding ol 
itylbovknA. BttWo AflMb tfMi,4rn«hK loariaaBd fiaUf, to 



'%«l!n^: whM^HtW'inK ta to nipoM, tbit an hmmy A falittmc hmM- 
tUdk tMie AIM I7 ari^irpiMtiaD, orkmBHMMd fe ra^di^ «rtt a£^ 

. ncon«ene4 HMtMi^ »to wwa pmttd hg tbe iMny antberitlM 
OatcatifirBied oaf Saafiittr'f iiilrMka, aa-tMll ai Iha anbcHavhiR jewa. 

^EJL. 1,-ia 1 ii.._^ti:._ ' ' ...... ..' . ,? .; 



4^ h«i actaaltv faqitfan, wan dri*en to iMqimt'ror tbem afUr the aa«i 



■VMiiBer i tortoi worfclifSiMgSc in tba'Statfen Mf orapeakfnr, wat, 
.-lnBam(rflb«i«*i,toeartoiitdnna)NBealnbDbtbflprfnMaf t 

;j>Ha.; 'On Safttvr, iiiA knew tbat BBbeHmra, in all agaL irMid j 
. ^jHrt'tna intetfMtation on Ma diraeha, l«t branded tbf nMKnity Of 

'lnM,irto; cnntrary totlw didateaof tfa^flwn faeartiataKed inch 



irMjId pot IWa 
' lity Oftboie 

- . - - - ^ -- -- - - _.-_-,_ , - — ! aoch an ia^ 

''tM«mAbleab}^eU«D, a^a Uatphetny againit iheHoly Gboit, and declared 
-ito'tanly therii)lt,bnt tbqnnni«hioentof (oUark a erime. At tbe aama 
'4iDK,lMcenda(eendedtD thaw tbe vanity and emtineu of thli objectian 
■ioiiiatfalamlracleit by reproaentlng, that tbcj evidently tended to tHe if 
ifrnatfonoflhoiepow«nt InwboBem^atanMtln oieBict efUadociiMi 
f^_noipri^m. An »TftmiH wMill, K dflHj ^irfi^nA.MiJMaNU* 



JMlion w Mty fcivQloDi and gnuadleu Uiat we lai^ yeqton to c%B it 
•TSfl Um^oij •funit MmikML imia. It wsald be ibwH to imUlm 
«h4t «rit' ppiiU would eatar inte « cowfaiutioo with oitr SsTlonr to tfatoft 
■II U(4r«om*paad«|iM uid intenoiina with mukiud,' «M to ynreH ain^ 
«tr tbe/itne /nm MldioUiic tbaMtelm to thote litei koS ferei^oifl^^ 
which had done them w ipncf bonou. We ire th< euiy Mfeet OtM 
Clwialiuity ^d tW 'b" iBiaiU pf nen in Ihia ptrticnlw, hg tint agdihr <^ 
Woh( whrab wueBlledwit^ tbeMcrati oTiiit^, end mtde k leerifiM ti 
Chrbtieeitj l^r (hs coorerti naiaia^ed Id the ieta of tb« faMfs. Vl% 
have likawiM m aqiineBt i|i>|uxe of the loooiiiiiteDcjr ofonr rqllgioi 

eth Bigie, in the biitory of Ap fuaooi Aawlt. "tiif penan, who wu'i^ 
woMn ef the Gnpemr IVvtn, aBn Ukewiie • bjbb <rf f rest learoiag, B^itV 
witbitMding he bad emhrM^ Chrtrifioitj, coald n«t ip ^na^ht off &^ 
ibe tlndiei ef mtgic, by the njfeftei (dnonitioDi of bi» Mkni ChriitiaU'; 
«• tlwt at length tbc; eppelled buf tbcir ueiety. ai nither cbooiJDf to -1p» 
ibe nqwtatioB afio coatidenble a proeetyle, tbu uonmatunto with Mm 
^bo dealt oi tuch dark aad isfema] pnetipei. Be;(idei, we tnaj obierv^ 
IthU aU the faTauren of Oiafio were tlio mait prereiMd and bitter tfitafet 
twtlwChtiitiBf religion ; not tit nentiaii Simon Magut and BjlllJ otheiiL 
veahaHonly Ulie DoLicei^t^MBtwogra«t perieeatari afCbfl^tiaiiltj. th* 
T— y"*" Adrian and jaltaq the apoiUte, both of them initlfted in Ai* 
•BtytteriNofdiTinaLioQ. and (killed m all the depth* of tnagic- We il>a)| 
«nly add, ihat evil spriti can not be seppoied to bare concnrred in the •*- 
tobliahment of a religion, which triuioph^ aver Ihem, drove th,fliB out tf 
(lie plaeci they poMeated, and d)fe«ted them of theit inflpenne oQ mait- 
kiD» ; not woold we mealioB thli particDiar, tbongh it l/e ChriftiiD an- 
<1md», did jt aot appear fron tba aHthotiMei above ci.t«4) li>at tUf wat k 
■ifad confcMed h; Heatheni tbemiel*ei. 

Wlicn a maji ii bom nader Chrlatian pareat), and trained op in the 
fraTeiuon of religion fron a child. lie^Dtralljr £ui<le« himself bj ihe rate* 
,«f Chiiatian faitb, in faeIie*iQB wh^ ii delirered by the evangi^Hsti ; tba 
learoed Fa^aai of anliq.uity. before tlieybefjame Chti^UauB, were on'ygni^- 
«d by the commoD rulei of iMtfitl^tl faith ; tfatt is, Iticy exunined the na- 
tive of Ibe evidence which wii to 1|e ^et with. in cgmrtion fame, traditiaii 
.«iid llifl WTttingi of those peruni if bo related Ihcni, together with tba 
waitiber, concurreace, veracity, aii4 liriFate nhiriicters of tboK petBons ; 
and being convinced npaa all acconnu, that Ih^ bad Uie same reusn l<t 
.^liera the hiitory of oor Saviour, 4t that of aq^ other person at which 
.ihey IbeoutWei were not actaallj ej[e-witneMei, thty were bound by af) 
the raletof hiitorical fwlb, and ol tight reatoo to give credit lo ihU hislo- 
.Ff, Thii Ibey did accordiegly, and in conuqiiencc of it, pubh&bed the 
facM tnithi themielTei, wfierad Baiij afflictioRe, upd very ol'iea death 
itealf, in the atiertion of tbem. 

' i K laarnEd man of our nalioi), ^J^o eKapiIfiFd tlte wriiirga of odt moit 
Wcient blberai-reTeritD leveral ^UMgesin irena:u9, Tertuitian, Clentens 
.of Aloandria, Oclgen, ^nd Cypnu, Irtr which he pjsinV (hews, tiiat each 
>oftkeie early vtrlterB. auribcd to the foarcvan[;cIiAi by name Ibeir reipec- 
jli*a liiitoriet : ■■« Ijiat there it pot tbo leatt room for daubtin;; of their be- 
liaf in Uicliiitary ofoai Suviqur.aiiecorJeil in the gospels, \S'c thall on- 
ly add, that three of t)ie Hvii faUien here mentioned, and probably fonr, 
were Pagani converted to Cbristiaqily, ai (liey werp. all of Ihera very in- 
^■litive and deep in the konwledge of heathen leuning and philoMphy. 

Severat of tbcie,tb':rBfore,'Whtn they hid inroniied thfni't'lvet of our 
flaviour't Liitdry, and Esa[oine4 with unprejudiced miodi the docbrinei ant 
manners uf hii ditci[ilei and followeri, were lo ilruclc anA cOBvtancd, that 
tbey proftiised thenuelves of the fact ; notwilhilindingi by ihia prafewow 
in that joiiutnre uf time, tliey bid farewell lu all the pinaitire of Ifaia lift, t*' 
noaDi:ed all the views of ambition, engagcJ in an uninterrupted eoone of 
■evcrities, and expoied themiielvcg to tfae pablic hatred and nnnlei^tt, lo 
tl^Brittg* q( all LiaiU, aai l» dcuU iti>^l.(. OC thii isft we su/ tadkw 



ItoM liiree evlj^^bnvertt to Cbritttmyft wlio eAcb </iV^9 ^Mf . hmmhImmI 
ffaienatefamppf foriC'i wisdo/ftMa^m jQiepb Aa Ar)iaath««n» 

^ of the J«wi9b 9iiri)Mdnin : fiyoQMiiii, of tne. ACj^nUb ArieuMjEV ; aoif 
fllviai edemas, of the Roman', iekUle ; pajjf ak the tiaiio oTnM deaUi^: 
fpnsal of Aerac ^ r . 

Terjtoliah tells .tlie Rpman gOTermon. tlitt 0^^ coiVKNitCiQiiv CPQMiif^ 
Itf mies, tjribey, odinpaoies, tbo {MYapca, ieioiate, aiia«ourCiorjadicataro nora 
fiUjed with Chriitains ; ai Aroohiua aiaefli* that mep oi Uie fip^l frariy 
and learbiDg, oratory graromarians, retoriliaiii, kwyori, phjriieiam«. phi^ 
|oaophert, despising ihe aenttmaois iheylmd been opce fond of» took up 
their reat ip the Christian religion ; j^id who: can imanne, that men of lliif 
dbaracter did not thoroughly inform tkemselvea of the history of that per- 
ion whose doctrines they embraced ? . , 

■, Besides ii^nomerable aolbors that are lost, we hate (he ondoobted namef" 
jlroi^s, or fragmeots of several Pagan Philosophers, which shew them .^ 
have b^n as learned as any imcoDverted Heathen aotbors of the age iy' 
which they h'ved. If we look into the greatest nurseries of karnmg mf 
those sees of the world, we €nd in Athens, Diooysias, Quadratu% . Ai^Nitf 
^^aoa Atfaeoagoras ; and in Alexandria, Dionysitts* Clemeos, Aounonin^ 
nn^'to whom we may add Origen ; for though his &ther was a Christiafi 
inartyr, be l>ecame wiibont any controversy, the most learned and abler' 
^iloiopber of his age, by his edacation at Alexandria^ in that famous senV 
Bary of arts and sciences. ^ 

Heathens of every age, sex, and qbality, born in t^ moit iHfferent cll- 
inates, and bred up ender the most different institntlons, when they saw 
Sien of plain sense wilhoot the help of learning, armed wHh. patience ai4 
coprage, instead of wealth, pomp or power, expressing in their Iivea tboiff 
excellent doctrines of morality, whtcn they (anght as delivered to tbem 
from nor Saviour, averring that t^ey bed seen his miracles daring his lifn,lk 
conversed with him after his death ; when they saw no fospicion of falsehoMT 
tfeacbery, or worldly interest, in their behaviour and conversation, anO' 
tbet they snbmitted to the most tgm^miniods and eroel deaths* rather IhoA 
retract theic testimony, or even .be silent in matters which they were Ifr 
poblisb by their Savionr's espedal coinmand« there was no reason to dontyt 
nf ibeir veradty of those facts which th^ related, or of the dWipe missioii' 
in wfaieh they were employed. 

A. fewjpersonsof an odions and despised, eountryy cpnld not have filltA 
the worm with believers, btd they not shewn andoubted credentials froai- 
the divine JPerson who sent thein on sneb a message. Accordingly, we 
gite aasBced* that they were invested wiUk the power of worjtjng.miraclcis, 
wbidh was the most short and the most convincing argument that coakl' 
be produced, aud the only one that was adopted to the reason of all man- 
kioo, to the capacities of tbe wise and ignorant, and could overcome eveiy 
cavil and every prejudice. Who wonlgnot believe that onr Saviour hea^ 
«d the sick, and raised the dead, when it was published by those who them- 
selves often did the same miracles, in their presence, and in his name ? 
Gonld any reasons ble person imagine, that God Almighty would arm men 
with sneb powers to aothorize a He, and establish a religion in the workt' 
which was displeasing to him, or that evil spirits would lend them suchaii 
•ffectoal assistance to beat down vice and idolatry. 

When the apostles bad formed many assembles. in several parts of the 1^* 
gan world, who gave credit to the. glad-tidings of (he gospel, that, npoa 
then' departure, the memory of what they had related might not pertsii^ 
they appointed ont of these new converts, men of the best sense and of |||w 
most onblemifthed lives, to preside over these several assemblies, and to !«• 
enlcate without ceasing, woat they haid beard from the mouths of tbasn 
eye-witnesses. 

We cannot imagine, that there was a single person arrived at,any degi 
•f igt or consideration, who had not heard and reprat^d aho««k%vVwM 
tiroes in h;s Ytfe, til the particulars «f out ^uvViO »Ut^^a^ \^<^ , i4v\' 
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furrMljon, tad m wmj ob ; tfpacMllj Kf we eontider Umtlbaf conld n^ 
IbM be noiMd m Chrlrtnnt, tftt tbc^ bad undonooa menA earn Jna^ 
ttoos. Piffoiii of rmr ftmth who flocked dailj into tke charcfa daHn^ 
Uw tbvM firti etoitanei» were oUiged to ptkm threegh man/ resetted in? 
felrnfctieilt, thd give e gtriet eocoaat of tlwir ^'ficiency* before Uk^ wevd 
edmftted to beptitm. And •• for iboae who were born of CbriAian pa- 
fenti end bad been liaptiied In Uieir ibfaa^, tbey were, wHb tbe like cm. 
tni|iaiHd and dwciplinod for confiroMtion^ wbicb th«y ooAld not arrive k 
m IbftT were foaad opon ezaaiioation to haie made a ioffietent progierf 
in the knowledge of CbrMaoitj. 

We moA farther obierrO, the! thire wit not ohiy in ifco^ tiinet thi^ 
teligioai eoriveriation amongst ptlrate ChritUant bol a coMtaafc co'rIeipoQ- 
demre between thtf chdrehet that weto eAablisbed bj the apoftkt o# 
their sacceiton , in tbe ieveral parta of the world. If onj new dotf^ 
trine wtf ttarted, of any iaet reported of onr Samor. a itriet infnfaj 
was made amongst the churches, especially thoiA planted by fbe npoih 
Uci theffitelvet, whether they bad received any inch doctrilie or tibr 
coont 0f oor Satiotir, frotti the moifthi of the apostles, or the tfaditioB of 
the Christians who had preceded tbe (ircsent liiembers of t&e eborebeiiB 
which irere Chds consulted. . By this means, when tLvf notel^ wU pnb* 
lisbed, it was ittim'edialely detected ^hd censored. 

St. John, who lived so inany years dhw our Savionr» watf £ppeUed td 
In thos^i emergencies, as the livitj; oracle 6i :he eharcb ; and ne bis oral 
testimony histed the first eeotury, manpf have observed, that, byapaiticn^ 
jar prOvideboe of 6od, several of our Saviour's diseiptea, and of Um 
Aarty fconverttf of his religion, Hved Co ti very great age, thsifc tbey ai|^ 
pcrfohally convi^y the truth of the gospel to those times, wliieh were verf 
remote from tbe first publication of it. Of these, lieiddea St. Mni w# 
lave a reofiarkable instance in Simeon, who vTas one 6f the sevenlj senb 
forth Vy our Saviour, to poblisb the ^spei b6fore fajs trudfiiioo, nAd # 
bear iLinsman to our Lord. 

This venerable persdb, whd bad |irobably hei^ ^vilb luff 6wb enM^ ontf 
Ssviour's prcTpbecy of the destruotion of Jefbialeo/. presidMI 4ve/ ibd 
church established in that city, during the time of ita BtemorAle aie^ 
and drew bis cohgregaiion out of those dreadful and onparaiMed cnlemi* 
ties v^biih biifeU fclii codntrymon, by following the adviee onr Savioar 
bad given, wh^n they should see JernsiUem encompassed witb arqNaa,and 
tbe Roman standaMs, or abomination of desolation. Set np. Ho liVea 
tin the feit of otfr Lord 107, when lie m^ mArt^red onder tbe einpeni^ 
Trajan. 

Irenaftas very aptly remarks, fliat those barbarous batiotfl'^*. tHm ifi bii 
time were not possessed of the written gospels, and bad Only Itemed IbO 
history of our &iviour from those who had converted theiA to Cbrisdattitj^ 
before the gospels wefe writterf, had amongst them tbe seme aeconnts of 
oor Saviour, which are to be met with in tbe fonr evatag^Ksts ; di' iajbont- 
testable proof of the harraooy and coniforrence betweetf the ffoly Scrips 
tore and the tradition of the churches in those early times of Christiamit/. 
Thus we see what opportunities the learned and inijnisitive Heathedi bad 
of informing themselves of the truth of our Saviour's history, dortng tb6 
three firflt centuries, especially as they lay nearer one than aAolher Co th6 
fountain-head ; l>esides which therd were man} nneontroverted traditioml^ 
fecordu of Christianity, and particular histories, thsit thete throw Hgbt into 
these matters but a^ now entirely lost* 

Wc ctfnnot omit that which appears to ns i standing nifintcle la llie three 
lirst centuries, namely, that anfazing and sbpernatural courage or pttienoo 
which was shewn by innumeiable multitudes of martyrs, in those abw end 
painful tormeirts that were inflicted c^ them. We cannot conceire • 
roan placed in the burning iron chair at Lyons* amidst tbe inialta mad 
m«K'l« cries of a crowded amphitheatiie and slil tkeepmg bis sent ; or 
Ureicbed upon a grate of Iron, «N«t co^\t ^1 ^t^^ acd bruthio(; out %h 



^•lilpiiiMi^t^^ti^WMls ra9Bfion«r iwiift tediow wafatios; rathtB 
itaui jcDOttoee lua rMi^on, or blaipheme bit Smxkmr, flocli triali litm l# 
Of (ilbve th« atmi^lli of Jbqm»lii»tare, a^d akte to Ovtibew daigr, immb, 
lritli» comrietioo, oaf, tsd Uieifioftt aUolale vertdDty of a Aitora ttata.-^ 
ftmuuiiiy aiiaiiiUd in an e^traordina^ Aaimcr» drtitt fawe^fhakan off Iha 
pcataotproMore, aad fwm detiverad iti^ont of Mwb -a dtoadM diiUwiai 
If ttiqf Vieant t|at oould hava toaa M^^ttad to it. Wo can caii|y iOM* 
okfUB^ibA nuiat panoii% in to ]good a easaa, migbl faaya Idd dowa iMr 
Rvat at iha gibBot, tha ttako, or the blook : bat to aaqHra laitaraly anongi* 
tha oiost ajtqaiiita tortarei, wbeo the} iaiglit coam ootqf tliem, erea by a 
aaantal raaarvalioii or an liypoarity, which waa oot^ witboot a poaribiiity of 
hmof tolUfwnd by rapentahee and forgifanatt, hat lOfliiathiDg in it to far bo* 
ypnd'lha 4>rca apd natahil itrength of mortal0,'that ooa cannot bnt tlunk 
tbara aras loiaa.miracBloni powar tb foppoH tbe Mifierbr. 

Wo find tba chnreh of Smyrna in that admilabla letter whicb gives aq 
aaooaat of tba daatli of Pdyoap their twIoYed bishop, Ipeatioaing Ine crnel 
Uimanta cH otbar airfy mart^ri of Cbriatiaaity. are of opinion, that on 
fiavicfUff Jtaod by tbem in a viiiont and personally convent With them, to 
||fa than strength and cbmfott dnring the bittemeu of their long eonlini* 
nod agoniet ; and we have tha story of a fonng man, who havjng saffered 
many tortures^ escaped with Kfe, and told hia feNow Qidstiana, that tba 
fain of tbeni bad baeii readared tolerable, by the pretence of an angel who 
tlood by bim wiped i^ tbe teara and await, wbieb ran down bis faea 
arhttat he lay nnder bia fnfieribgs. We are assnred, at. least, that the first 
^lartyr for ChriatianUy waa encooraged in bia last monienti, by a vision of 
fbat divine Pei:aon» Ib^ whom he aoflnred, and taito whose presence ba waa 
tbcn bitteping; . 

There are predict tonv of oor Savioar recorded by the eTangellsts, wbiek 
^ere not completed till after their deaths, and had no likelihood of being ao» 
wbeA they were prOnoa6ced by tba blessed Saviour. Socb was that won^ 
derfol notice be gave them, that they should be brought before povernora 
and kings for bis sake, for a tettfrnoi^ against them and tbe Gentiles, Mat. 
k. 18. with the other Kke prophecies, by whkb he foretold that his disei- 
pU^ were to be pertecnted. 

. Orlgen insists with great strenetb, on that wonderful prediclioo of oor 
Savioar concerning the destruction of Jernsalero, pronounced at a lime 
is he.obsenres, when there was no likelihood nor appearance of it. Hiia 
lyis been taken notice of and inculcated by so many others, that we sfaalt 
h^feryoa lb what this father has said on tbe sulject in his first book against 
Qelstts.. And a^ to tbe accomplishment of this remarkable prophecy, ahall 
6nly observe, that i^boever reads the account given us by Josepbns, with* 
<]lot knowing bis character, and compares it with what our Saviour foror 
told, would think tbe historian bad nothing else in view but to adjust tlw 
fvent to ibe prediction. 

*fhe ancient Christians were so entirely persuaded of tbe force of oar. 
Saviour's prophecies and of the punisbBient which tbe Jews had drawn upon 
tliemselves, i, upon their children : for tbe treatment wfaldi the Mesnab bad 
received at tbeir banda, that they did not doubt they would always rem^a 
an abandoned & dispersed people, & hissing and an astonishment amongst 
tbe nations, as they are to this day» In short, that they bad lost their pe- 
culiarity of being God's people, which was now transferred to the body 
of Christians, and which preserved the thdtch of Christ amongst all the 
conflicts, difficulties, and persecntwns in which it was engaged, as it had 
preserved tbe Jewish gavernmenc and ceconomy for so manyages, whilst 
it bad tbe same troth and vital principle in it, notwithstanding it was so 
frequently In danger of being utterly abolished and destroyed. Orlgen^ 
in bis fourth book against Celsus, mentioning tbeir being cast out of Jcm- 
aalem, to which their worship was annexed, deprived of their temple and 
SB6rifice| their rcligiom ritei and soleninities, and seatterd over the face of 
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the earth, veatares to assore them with ■ face of confidettoe, that thev 
would never he le-ettabliihed, ainee th^ bad committed t^i horrii' 
crime against the Set ionr of the world. This wet % hold enertion in the 
good man. who knew how this people had been lo wonderfully re-eitab- 
fished in former timet, when they were mimott twallowed op, and in tim 
moft desperate state of desolation, as in their deliferance oat of tlm Bo- 
byloniih captivity, end the oppressions of Antiochns Epiphanes : nay* ho 
knew ihat within less than an hwidred years Iwfore his own time, the Jewa 
iiad made saeh a powerful effort for their re- establishment onder Barcho- 
cab, in the feign of Adrian, as shook the whole Roman empire:^ hot hm 
founded his opinion on a sore word of prophecy, and on the ponishnieiit 
they hdd so justly incurred ; And we find by a long experience of fifteen 
hundri^d years, that he was not mistaken, nay, that his opinkw gethor^ 
siren^lh daily, since the Jews are now at a greater distance from a^iy pro- 
bability of such a re-eitablishment, than they were wlien Origen wrote. 

In the primitive times, tlie christian religion shewed it's fill I force and 
efficacy u:i the minds of men, and many examples demonstnted what 
Meal ind generous sonls it was capalile of prodneing. it exalted and re- 
fine;] ti proselytes to a very high degree of perfection, and set them fkr 
above the uicasuriss, and even the pains of this lite. It strengthened tha 
lotirmity, and broke the fierceness of haman natnre. Ik lifted np tim ninda 
^f the -gnorani to •be knowledge and worship of him that made them, and 
inspirrd the vicious with a ratipnal devotion, a strict parity of bmrt, and" 
^n unbuiinded lore to their fellow creatures. In proportion ai it spread 
througii ^(1 world* it seemed to change mankindy into anotlier spemes of 
beiiigs. No sooner was a convert initiated into it, bat lif an oMy ngare ht 
becamt? a new man, and iHjth acted and looked apon himself as ono re* 
generated and born a s*'cond time into another state of mtistenoo. 

But we find no argument made a stronger impression on the minds of 
these B'n- mi Paganconverts, for strengthening their faith in the history of 
our SAvionr, than the predietions relating to nim in those old prophetic 
writers. M,hich were deposited amongst the hands of the greatest eiw>, 
nies to Christianity, and owned by them to bava been extant nmif 
ages before his appearan'^e. The learned Heathen iumverts ware aslotl« 
imd to see the whole history of their Saviour's life pabUshad before be 
was born, and to find that the evan^tists and prophets, in theis aeeoonfta 
of the Messiah, differed only in pomt of timei the one fbretellini what 
thouid happen to himt and the other describing thqsa very partJcMtra aa 
what bad actually happened. This our Saviour himself waji piMMd, ^ 
make use of as the strongest argument of his beind the promised Measiah^- 
and without it would hardly have reconciled his disciples to the ignomlajf 
of his death, as in that remarkable passage which meptions hia ponTorsatiol 
with the two disciples, on the day of his resurrecUon, St. Lake zxiv. 139 
to the end. Besides, the Heathen converts after having travelled thrm^li 
all human learning, and fortified their minds with the Knowledge of arts 
and sciences, were particularly qualified to examine these prophecies with 
great care and impartiality, and without prejudice or prepossession ; so at 
to establish in their ininds the firm belief of the tnith and excellencjof 
the Christian religion, hc) rfnd the least degree of a doobt concerning it. 

FINIS. 
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